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83.92. 9.300 :88e®x9nd dedf Bes.
DD5NEDR [0 (eDes) Bost Sn@dts nm]
Goesznsred Ses.
urymepsTmd wp.u. 9.30 wenfls@hd g igwg).
FUTHTWST HeuTsHer [oTanrll@ (sweusslwr) 5
G TOr&HeT] HEDVEHLD UGS TTSHET.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.

B® 238805 w6red DI&d

HETEHSTIIeUTOTT Y Bluslullestsl 9 Mldbenas
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

8 o Yhmnsigm 0w smoved aadlm®
D10eE0ed 154(6) D1DLD0D y=®ICD -

o 2018 e D8sw wewr BnenmiBnBOdeied Dadmed
2001 medtled XL ez0des;

o 2020 eE D¥sw wewr BoemBBBOSwIed Dlmed
2008 moedRed XLVII ezmdes;

o 2021 e Dww wewr SoenmuBDseied Dimed
@B woeded LXII, LXIII, LXIV 1 LXV @m0

o 2022 e Dww wewr SoenmBuBDoeied Dimed
@B moeded LXIX emdes;

o 2023 G D8sw wewr BnenminBOdeied Dalmed
@B woed®ed LI wo LIV emded; ww

o 2024 @ D8sw wewr BnenminBOdeied Dadmed
@O maed XXXVI, XXXVI, XXXVIII,
XXXIX, XL, XLI, XLII %o XLII ez, e
moedded XXV @ XXV emed @w 098
medded XX, XXIV, XXV, XXVI, XXVII @
XXVIII om0 ©® 9e3uny 8.

1026

© IOE ofrsnem Ovm (YDrwm, Pwi@le w®wH
0082 ©8:080m g@wmys  ©w B8EedsIned
BWIZNBDR )
(oreryflg  Mwed rgprwss - GursGaursg, BB EH
LHmIb ST EMENIGET S|EWLOEFF(HLD
LTI TEBLOSTDE FenLI (PHeVeu (HLD)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
O DDNEDROB, "ORB Dobvn eemw me W @ 8
©® ewldnzn SS.

FITEMEVH 6T

g S8z 8, et @@z Sas.
aflearr lGlabsLILIL (5) 6Tmmys GClsmerenLiLiL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

D289 Geehas DE gl Hewlw o &
Y DIBHET YFF_ L1 11 _swemuil_ L1 1 .
Ordered that the Reports be printed.

88 eFox08w 88w 15I0®
Fsildlsasliiul L LGS rsigseT
PAPERS PRESENTED

@07 (§9008) 0BA ¢®SeaBw (gG@ims @y glvIsm,

c e s wY DatBw §idsss) LIRS w)

(wrewryll@g  (sevrBldl)  apflefl  Gwr@gfu -

WIFFHD  Heval, o wi sall wHHID GsTHHE]

O|HLFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report on the Deviation
of Headline Inflation from the Inflation Target Set Out in
the Monetary Policy Framework Agreement for the
second and third quarters of the year 2025.

Ulrgio

I move that this Report be referred to Committee on
Public Finance.

G S8z &Y, wwr @@ Sas.
aflsorr MBS BLILIL B eTHmYS Gl T LILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

@G G®B-w® OxfcedmE Dwm (B8DF, BEY ©ww

28000 ©dux @i ®0)

(oresryfl@ rrwedmisd Fhdlrssi - sLDHEMTLHL, Biflwed

LOHMILD HL_6D UETBIGET HEHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar - Minister of

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources)

Qamenrrey FuTHTWST SeuisGer, 202410 oy (Hd% TeT
@evnisns Cadw BFilwe surp QFiiens Halmsd osrr
FEOLIUNGIT 6u(HLTHG M bensenil bTesr FLoiliNdalesTGmedr.

B)sueunlEend FHMHDTL6V, %10565TLHl6L LHmLD
auemrmIgafler Blewedgeiteny LDV GewmFTi GHUTTeN6d:
SIORIETC Y HMILILGSS L Geuensr (H)GlLosor BT6dT
UGy Mg &lssTGmedr.

G S8z &Y, e @@z Sas.
aflsorr BB BLILIL B eTHmYS Gl TeTemLiLIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES

@G (000¢3) BrosIm 8@SSS ®vmo

(wrem e, (marsBui) Hayris swral)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)

OO0 ®OIBNGDROB, ¢wds) 8Eed@Tned se B
8000w BEWI @V D000 BEAC mdm wwoed 1705
D800 w¥ed Beds @dwuow @BD BWE HIvIEDST
80 O® 988ur WIB ¢Bnd, -G8 ww ec®g wizs BOwH
OB OB sY 9E8ur BBV mOgn ®SS.

OO DOTNEDROB, ©® BOITTVD w® 818 BiZOE
DE o Bedmdr. I ey OO0 Drwd eiwd emIm.
Bodeewrsi® © 0 Dibmd 98uy Wmostery HHBw
BB RZe® D emd wOITIVD @8 Wmim» ¢ dSemed
yBOcw Om. e®® @rmd 1971 g 30 o» HB»
@BBBRBe® Aom s00 OB »OR drsmrw S Bedsien’.
2025 ©1891@28 30 250 Femd B8 B »0 Bedm
GiBs BEwum 890 OB GwdE av v yn edes BEICD
28 owmiws NED. & e Bedmbd, BsE SBem
96,0467, 0857 o 8w SBwm 79728 afe ew ocw®
DEBmTenw WO B eno.

& 45857 BanEn® wme, & Buslersy yim loans v o=
8¢ @8 aed. ¢ non-performing loans »Hm6 o
DD, RPI (Pvt.) Limited Bum @085 @@ n®m0
¢y el BBwm 9w eww, Technopark Development
Company om0 o3 Gi8BeE 8Bw» 750m e, Sgwd
Bimputh Finance PLC ©20 - d=» ¢153»0® ye §c» oww
@ @00 - 20162 ¢o¥ 68w 8Bwm 200 v 20198
¢5¥ 618eE 8Bum 100 emws Bedmryds. & gw e vsiesy
PBHB® o - corporate guarantee Om= - Bwo. &
Basiess, Daya Group of Companies »®& Bimputh Finance
PLC 90 e ocsin g 0dsiesy.

D, e@m» Bedm ydmw 00wxd. 2025 euadcDd
@wed & omed Dikmd PIBWimw O8s ©® ©&In®
036 wox¥» - wind up mdx¥m - liquidation order ©mz=f
e¢mdn. HDFC @1omedsy mHdn sddc Bednds, o®
Bimputh Finance PLC o» &8sl 88ws» 3500 ad»
@ eodE) W BBCr. OO DD IV’ »OB
eE® Ddkd Pwidmdess ©® liquidation order o»
e¢stery. w8, @® liquidation order ¥» #8EE @@®
winding up BwdEw B¢ 02 e HBm B8 BBe® DD
- NSB ¢ - 0® 882¢d ¢Dmw ewd mosiensy sy &
Ben, nOsY BT 0¢md B¢ e Yo ww 0Es 2BsT €0
2w ®O RO B¢ ®OC D aBIBOD emew® »3
ci8u B8Bum 2580 & y@remw®m ww endxIm B3O
B 2 OB 0® ©@v® wind up msIes.

O ORI, & Dred® 2018 ¥B ®wed RPI
(Pvt) Limited Bwz ©c808es7 Bwindd ©@n®mO
3008y et B8em I9m loan dma & Beadmd.
D08 I ecsiery Onum Deds Oulm dvn eOE. &
BwsIes’, syndicated loan oma B88w0 »O& I» e¢siesd.
LD VWD EHEY BB, ©® reHDe!sy EENEY
B8Bu» I ecmdr. @F¥n ydmw, NSB o950 deode
20OHO eRew® wmwer eisimy 90 emn®B 888. &
Ben 508 I syndicated loan dm=sd BBwO ecsIeny.

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orevrL @ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RINed 51988 BB ¢dwsy HOsT®, ©d OEH®o.

@G (000exs) BwsIm @S85 ®wnmo

(1oredTLyfl@ (weugglui) flagrbs swrefr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)

O DONEHROB, DB ©¢sIm, ©® ICEHD
8®yden O Ped Wmoig vEE BHBO oFOBRE gdwsy
DO 0.

Ben® @0 HBO B e 2 BBO I
e 53O e0dDEI Y. aIBO0 ety 8Bwm 14.73:
¢ @O D& DB, W BHB WICWST @¢HHo; T E&es
DO, Y CA O Be® BB Y es’Be0 &
PEDB DB anmed 98mdy villa dmmE mywr.
Water villa Bwoz emwded physical progress o= &8wwd
VRO BIeE »OB 0® wmw ocsies’. e®B ©10g
© 500 8850 »OB NSB d» »ogn weg. o® 88acd
Bedversi® ewiws A ®OYR WO Bws Boedaw &8
©® D800 wOw 9e8un mS Bedmro.

®5 DOE S¥mNnGm Dwmo

(oresstfl @ LD rémTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

B0 ®OTNIWROB, @vag Oend BEDE O wwd
B@nE mdwwidws B¢ O 0® erv€cdd mIy ®OeS
D1co. 9® Bewo el vsw sensy, den® BHO
@0¢ D100 BEADE O 0wd Bfensy 9elun RO
DO 5O a8 W OB8, o® BEACO ey 8Bed®sin
¢Dem gD@s BDrcw R &R0 O I B 98Bus Wdy
WO1€R DBeCB GO WS HOBIB.

O DONEDHROB, "OB DD Geemw e gne" 8
® ewdtzn DO,

G S8z &Y, wwr @@z Sas.
afleorr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

9820 Geevas mE Gl Bowlw wo» &
Y 60% YFF_11111_d HL L ewemuili_riiL’ L gy,

Ordered that the Report be printed.

eusies®
LD&B)| &5 & 61T
PETITIONS

®G BE 0CEEBE Dwmo

(omessTLyifl@ Blanmsd seviLgGE))

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)

B0 WOILNBHROB, OO ©um wewsl euHe® BB
8EwxI08.

(1) o¥m, 20D, gom 91 wey B8mewd 688 ©D.0D.
6Oy Qmersy Cielen eu 6,

2) »o0VY, @O, ©dm oug, W 0662 wm
BBmeud -0 ©8.8.8. Buebnm Pumens’ C1ae
eenle®; e

(B) ©PBE, BECEE®MD, g 293 wr B8mewd ©-d
8.8, 885 WO CBawn Vvmens Ciele
ounle®.
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®O BOry S Dwmo

(omevsrLll@ 255 ailsrer)

(The Hon. Jagath Vithana)

OO0 WOIBNIDROB, OO muvn wews ovFH® @
88w xI08.

(1) ©nod, aeso® 0, @0086 143/10 v 88mewd
888 023.8. 0B VuIBuensy C@e ev®;
o)

2) ¢Fo »HSB, eBBBEMR, LNEO GDm, gom 89/20
@5y BBmewd 888 90.953.90. 0vidds @nmensy
CldH euewd®.

®©C D538 e@nd3g06d8 wmo

(orenTll@ FHlw Qami_ iy rdd)

(The Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi)

Hon. Speaker, I present a petition from Mr. K.G.C.M.
Gamage of No. 16/6 B, Hospital Road, Ratnapura.

988 WO ¢ est® Pwdm eutd® BEI¢ 0
8360200 ;08¢ g2 & Bewlw wom @&,

FLOTNNGSSLIIL L 10605 HMENLI GCIITSILODS HAPYSSF FIL L &
L1 ewemull_ i1 .

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

YEHORO D:8m BT

il T & % E1hd & eumiicLpeD allewL g6
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm gom 1 -22/2024- (1), o6 esr Smomed gom@J
Go0DB w0 - [wew odww ne 2».]

OFOY 88Be®xIn O5IFOGsT: D19 v
2®xn
SHCUTEDSW LITTTEHLOTD 2 mILILNesTig 6.
oarglwiBigH 6T HMID Gl&TH LT ST

MEMBERS OF CURRENT PARLIAMENT: SALARIES AND
ALLOWANCES

117/2024
2. ©6; ©8x3¢ Bed8B Owm
(oreryflg Fibg allGedn)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
3@@ms Y gdwsn, cwed BBD w8 DaBwe
2085 g nBwvens’ e ydme - (3):

(2) (i) ©® o 80 58Eed®snd Bewldmw »on

G OTZOGITed 5H® mbeds;

(i) ©EBedsin ©sIFOGET wews e® O 8O
erdE CID D198 ¥ Eoxn mDed;

(i) O o vy eBNOBIBN OsIFDGITed »H®
»oede;

@53 OB e®® 6D ¢y enIe?
(0) ool md®, S Osie?

Ulrsw gewwdsFm ssval, o wi sdvall wHmid Csrln
Heval YemFF(HTaTelsnTds Gosl L aflerT:

(o) () @emerails urrrepwsTpSams LIrgplgssian

u®SSHID 2 miiiilerisefler GLWTEST wWTeney
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

(i)  urrrepwey 2 miiieTTeEREGS SHEUTS
QESSLILEPLD  2orglwimdisst wHMID CETEHL
LIGIT6Y&61T WITEM6) 6TEITLIEN S WL|LD,

Q& THLiLesTe S 6TLI

(i) ewmglumiser  HMID

QubhMISC\&TsTeTTS o mtiflesiseflest
QULUUITHET WITEMEU 6TETLISHSIUL|LD;

e @)dFFemus@ plaliiumrr?
(=) @srGmed, ersir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House the -

(i) names of the Members of Parliament who
represent Parliament at present;

(i) amounts paid as salaries and allowances at
present to Members of Parliament; and

(iii) names of the Members of Parliament who
forgo their salaries and allowances?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@06 (49028w) 03B §®5eyBes

(oressryfl@ (SvTHld) apfesf owreEsMw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

@/ 03 DOINBHROB, OO yE»WO BERJ 0®ed’.

(@ (@ () 8w ]88 988ud »d gv.
28w® | swon* »c8.
(i) o ©B3m O30 - 18w 54,2858.
*  m e3ogw 8530 - 518w 1,0008.
o S0 8020 - @Bmd Gi8wE 3,5008.

(e @oem © ©8Eed®sIn ®»OWD
3@wenw O8sY Bwigedm CAOBEWY
O® O5IFDSw0 8Ee®Ind ©8nTY Bwigdt
205200 00dm eNEEd.)

* OO 2®5D - Gi8wE 50,0008.

* 3D @20 - 518w 15,0008.

o 8w 820 - 518w 100,0008.

o deSB® 89530 - By G8wE 2,5008.

(208B0®x¥y dud® SO wHwed B
00xEedsY ;oo Gi8weE 2,500 (82 evdn
ced.)

* 0m ww SO0 - om0 G8wE
2,5008.

* getmameed & ¢».
* prallsweViigBlel) swausbSLILIL (BeiTens).
* Placed in the Library.
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PORATIVU PATTU AND MANMUNAI PATTU DS DIVISIONS,
BATTICALOA: DRINKING WATER FACILITIES
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(o) B)et18mev, ey6r?

asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he accepts that drinking water
facilities should be provided to the areas of
Kakkachchiwattai, Vilanthottam  and
Dikkodai-Dumbalai in the Porativu Pattu
Divisional Secretary's Division and the
Kirankulam-Tharmapuram in the
Manmunai Pattu Divisional Secretary's
Division of the Batticaloa District; and

(i)  if so, whether steps will be taken to provide
drinking water facilities to the above-
mentioned areas?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@0 (eedes) ¥8F cealdw um (Bdiws, 98RBBO ww»
SR 8®w¢>) @ ®0)

(oreryllg (weusdwi) & gewrdlman - efLeoioliy,
Blirwrenfliiy wHmib BT euLpBIS6) HenLDFFT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe - Minister of Housing,
Construction and Water Supply)

Sir, the Answer is as follows:

(a) (1) Yes. But, some villages are already covered
with pipe-borne water supply.

Porativu Pattu DS Division:

e At present, around 80 per cent of the
Kakkachiveddai  village has been
covered. The total number of families
living in the pipe-laid area is 345 and out
of that, only 196 families have obtained
water connections. Others have not
applied so far. Further, the balance 3.5
km pipeline has to be laid to cover the
uncovered areas of that village, where
only 55 families live.

e Vilanthoddam: One hundred per cent of
the areas are covered with pipelines and
a number of 213 connections have been
given. The total number of families
living in the pipe-laid area is 234 and
others have not applied for water
connections so far.

o Thikkodai - Dumbalai: It is technically
not feasible to extend the existing
pipeline. It is proposed to upgrade the
upstream system by steps such as
pumping and transmission main in order
to extend the pipeline.

Manmunai Pattu DS Division:

¢ Kirankulam - Dharmapuram: At present,
there is no pipeline and a need to extend.

(i)  Steps have been taken to extend the water
supply facility to the above areas.

o Kakkachiveddai Village: The balance
3.50 km pipeline has to be laid to cover
the uncovered areas of that village,
where only 55 families lilve. The pipe
laying is proposed under CEDE Project
in 2026.

¢ Vilanthoddam - One hundred per cent of
the area is covered.

e Thikkodai - Dumbalai: Without
upgrading the upstream system by steps
such as pumping and the transmission
main, pipeline extension is not feasible.
Design works are being carried out for
improvement.

o Kirankulam - Dharmapuram: It is
proposed to extend the pipeline under
CEDE Project in 2026. Accordingly,
bids for supply of pipes are under
evaluation and the laying contract
document is under preparation. It is
expected to complete the above work
and supply water to above area by the
end of this year.

(b) Notrelevant.

O B BRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhlmn® dnmo
(omessTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSS et @)rraLomentsain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(oressTll@ FUTBTILST Sj6uTd6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please shorten your explanation.

O BB B5T CresyyIBOsT Gres@rnm® Swvmo

(oressTyll@ Fremtdhdlwest FTeLSS et @)rTFLomentdasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Okay, Sir. I will ask him the first Supplementary
Question.
S|DLITEDD wreul’ L b 6TEOTLIG| QuiflwsT(m
Bleotiurienud Garenr sp@h LrGsaid. ybg wreul L Ggled
@) h&HeTn CLHIUTETENWD FPSHSI BT (HHEH GLLBT LB
STWeY S WEBEHSE G4BT  UPBIGIG  6TOTLS|
BL&SEICUTSTD @il wib 9jevev.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(omessTyLll@ FUTBTWST Sj6uTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please finish asking your question.

OO BB BB CotsyyF BB Gres@a€nTH® Owmo
(oressTyll@ Fresstdhslwest FTeLSSrest @)rTFmesnilshasid)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Yes, Sir.

@spe&ET®H wrHm euPlwrs BrhIGST @ ol wHems
perQuwrflbg @)HSFHEmrd. FHEUTWS wewT@HTed Water
supply office @ wob@w @)L S50 BHH Lysw package system
pertewnd QFigTed Brer Cup@MIiillL rCssmisend s
GUBDT YIS (pRud. Ibs BlVsms eIPBIGUSHEG
Llr@se GFwevrenmid @ewrmdlullmeSmmri. "Gy b @)enewrL
yas@ alaweriitisg  UrGurserd @)iens. Sy emauwme,
aflewrewriilsasTd e sreirmy Water Supply and Drainage Board
QFTevdngl. TQaTafley, HFHEHTET @)ewewTLIL HLDLITEND
wiledmbg sur Geuewt®id. sTevrGeu, wewTHilsd water supply
Qeilousn@ esTeugh  eTHUT®H
Q&FinwuevTor? stevrds CasL_slesTGmedr.

package  connectionggg

©0 (e0Dexs) ¥8E denllw Swm

(rerLfl@ (sweusbFlwir) &fev ressrdlmiam)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe)

@0 OIEROB, aFnHO® VIO wewsl WO® Yol
8OITTVews 80 @® e0Eed #3800 crmied e¢sIs
a1 Water Supply and Drainage Board dewxsy ®0 ca go¥
emoRd amd »nOB ©® & 88nd 928sw meg. g mno®
¢y Water Supply and Drainage Board oemzd SO g
83swg mO» Ond y®ieww om®, quantity of production
ww demand g6 gap Omw Bedmdr. & Bwsies’, produce
OB YOrenwd D& & demand dww ¢85 Bedmds. &
Ben 0oewd yeodade Ond e¢wesy o eiwd; Ond
pressure Oms ©2. & Deod DG Bedm D @8
¢simdn. & Bewo nO00 ¢dud yedrews 9 Ond @
Do) yeodasd Ch e¢uiny yodsie, 98¢ Bum Om» o
Water Supply and Drainage Board ©»m=f ofm eomdbh =0
ACTID Do,

& Ded®, IR @d wewsd WIY YedrdEO &E
8®e¢5) WOYR WOBIB YOOBT eme®I®¢ HwEr ©© Water
Supply and Drainage Board &== om G mdc 8esd®
6 dEI®®. Connections 9E o sy Bwco Water Supply
and Drainage Board dems¥ wewm 880 8¢ 25
8 B80mO o Dxfery mEIH® OO mOn & o> DO
AT, emmrle & »¥fde Bwed. & Dried®, package
plant ¥ ©@ITIVewsY VIO EwILELNON WS, OO
&g o Water Supply and Drainage Board o= oxfwm
@B WO DETHO. SO g OB eend ewdBzyn
Bedmron. »@xy, Water Supply and Drainage Board ®em»y
ewddsn ™Om plantsdEd @0z O» e @sd  On
301 deBsY, ecmBsY BB WO V. T IBwB
0@asIOEs O oewaddzn. ©®® Water Supply and Drainage
Board o»s O¥m wmddh O AT, o
6057V ews ©5Im o sy Hwi@ilbvw e®imle Bwo.

O BrenBRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmmn® dnmo

(omessTLyifl@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSS et @)rraLomentain)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Qxerrey SewwdsFi HeuisGer, LFlD euPBIFWNLOE S
peil!

prer @il project  LilsveSlwiedt
CFeVeUTHISTD P6ITMEVEV. HGI p(h FPlw project. L L el
wreul L Gglev LNeVellwedr SHemrdhaled (LpedTGlew (Db L1LI(hdsTm

& 6507 & 8516V

projects @) HSEBTHOT. 2 FTTWISHSHIGG,  (PHSEVSTWITMY
project, mraid, HGHET (@GeThIGEWeT @)ewemTdhGHLD project,
aurenpFCarenesr BT eupmGeD  project  ySweuhHewmd

@UlOdl_sorb. @)\bg cpsiTmi  projectsgouyid L, dHl6 g med

LT &S TG TesT Wi L da&seriiL wreut L_gglev supply
Qariiurer  Urdflenesremw  Bmisst  GlFmesrergGLimey
& T&HBeVTLD.

G searrey S| OLFFIT SjeuisGer, WL L_Saeriiilev
@) uQurepg District Engineers @)revsr(y) Guigmer (3)(mdd
DTT&HET.  6ThRISEHDLW  Teul L ggib6lsear water  supply
Fbupbswrer  design  team ety @levewev.  Gleuerf

wreul Lkisefled @) mhgisTesr design team eugr CoussstT(BHIb. BTesT
Gasrailiiu’ L ger ogliuewuflsv, CEDE gmeusngs salilr,
priser Casl (HaCsTanT_sn@ @ewrmas, Water Supply and
Drainage Boardsysv 12 #lGeurifmmmesmesr pipelinegy Bmissir
@815 @) &S T TaHeT. Foiser 12 ACuriBHm@eb Gl ugeors
20 HACrifmmi eresTmTeDI L, Flov GBrid Wi L dseriiiey
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ohg design  worksli Y igSl0FusHGL  Curdlwerey
QUEMTHBIGHET (F)eVemev. 67GlesTsdTmTsD, i L dasariiLiled design team
@
QUPBIGSISTD  projectsd,

PaTn  Bvemev.  CEarrey  SjewLbFFT
CEDEsy6v  contract basisepsvid
BmisGer pipelines@s Csemeumwmrest laying workgg - JCBeysvid
Careapry smHGTw UTwSDW - SWTTUBSEHIH TN TSH6iT.
eresflggip, Water Supply and Drainage Boardsy,sv supmi@gdlsirp
12 ACwrSHmhéEGS Csweuwrer bs Cousnevsemearc

SjeuisGer,

vwerTeflser osvevgl LNrCss FemugTer Glaiiw Geusssr(hLid.

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(orewTfl@ FUTBTWST By6uTeH6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please finish asking your question.

O BB B5T CresyyTBOsT Gres@rnm® Swvmo
(oressTyll@ FremTdhdlwest rTeLSS et @)rTFLomentasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I am winding up, Sir.

6TEOTER)IEML_ILI Gasirailemuids

Gsfer@ner.

@ renr_mreug  Guevgls

yglweuisemear Ceusmevd@ Jiddl, L L &aearliy wreul
Lgg156ser design team eitemm 2 (HeuTdSlesTmey, b hig6T
QarerargIGurey  Cuevdls GCeuswessll L misensrd  GlFiiou
SH& BvGaurs @) mEa@w. Caublpr@ wreul L SFlev B)mbgi
TBIGERL W WTeul L SgisE — design  team  gesremp
@ eweamggmev, if you attach a design team, is there a possibility
of doing that? Because, if you do that, we may be able to
work more efficiently in the district.

@0 (e00es) BE Senidw dnm

(oreryfl@ (weugsluir) fed renrdmiam)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe)

@@ &nBE8, ©o OTEHOB. PLBEYD LH e
3ed RN O WIB WICH® ¢l YLrewmwBsY 8¢ 0DsIm
805, DS, @®0 wy Fe®cw ST anesd
region o= 88we0 »®&8 National Water Supply and
Drainage Board &m o8 mostes’y. @@ & o ow®ow
ACTO. 0mewd SSHTD ©ewmdm EE ©8Osen
OGO eww ICHD, & SHIDOC wicy®
BOATTVewWsT Imddh HOBTD O SBEE Bedmdr. OO
®0 POWmEYyD EEFweO Osim N8 Hewo. e
POWEYD 2SR Om ©8 Aemedsn eOm .
©0 OIEROA, 28 dIn®ed 9FBO 88D wem 3 &
00TV eesY 080w D € 888 mOYD HOTHO.

©e® &SHBE.

Goess Devd Bewaes eoedad: 2020 &0
Bewsocmre 0D B¢ Dosd
ITF W(HHSTHESD gn L (hGsrusrin: 20208)60 mba
2 Muggl GFwliugt L o@®bgi%6T
STATE PHARMACEUTICALS MANUFACTURING
CORPORATION: DRUGS MANUFACTURED SINCE 2020

564/2025
4. 06 @fwen Dedts Owmo
(orevryfl@ Crmames LishrLmyr)
(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
©@ew9aS W BB gRIBBHDeesT ¢rey yEmw - (1):

2026 @208 19

(&)

)

(i)

(iii)

@v)

1042

2020 O&sed 8O ©® Do Cos Dewvd
B w0ed 00 B85 Bewacmrw mony B¢
Dol DE® 3091500 3% OO ReBOE 50OwWsY
o Ol O8vw apP 00 05 Danewsy
»oed;

00 Rovd gmdsy Bdvocr B3D1wO Dih af
8RO evedolm edgeIO aecd OB 3¢
Rosd) DE® 5 y&I1ew DY DY DRewWsY
»oed;

& o¥nedsy gwm e 8ed e acwn®
OB e,

08 @IVt 07 CID Bwdd moedc;
@53 OB @8O 500 ¢B5IOBIenIe?

(a0) ozndee5®, S Sxie?

HSTHTTID HMID CleuGFeT 2am_g& YyenwdFemrds CHl L

aileorm:

(@)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

2020410 e01(H QBTG @)Hieuswruiled ore
WBHHSTEBD  Inl (HSSTUSTSSTE) 2 DLIGE
QI Rser (hhgl cuenHHafledT eTevuTewsld
P55

et eurflwrs  GeusuGoupra

MSUJLD
speuGeumi

L (HbgsHeflesr  GlLwigepLd

WITEN6) 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

CGupuy  wEHHBSH — umEsaflsd) 2 HUSHF
QFsvema afll_a|b Gempbe ailewsvulsy sesflwiri
AUTHSHTHEHSBGE — allhLsnest
W(HHGI EUMBBET LOHMID  euDDleT  y6mey
QeucuBaumras WiTeme 6T6TLIENSW|LD;

O’

BT srrewrors  CuH@EGOILUL L i (B
STUSTSSISE eTHUL_(hsiTer  @)LPLIL]  6TeM6U6TEY
6TEITLIEN S IU|LD;

951 Qariiilsy CumelsmsTarii@Bh BLeulyd
MHE6IT WTEHE 6TETLIEHSU|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?

(24) @)STCMeL, eretr?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

the number of varieties of medicinal drugs
manufactured by the State Pharmaceuticals
Manufacturing Corporation in each year
from 2020 to date and the names of such
medicinal drugs, separately;

those medicinal drugs, the varieties of
medicinal drugs and their quantities sold to
private traders at a price lower than the
production cost;

the loss that the Corporation has incurred
due to such sale; and

the measures that will be taken with regard
to this matter?

If not, why?
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@ (eedex) m»Brle SwBdes Swmo (eweds w®
SO  gums  ©wY  Joeds) wbdDed Yy
838D ®)

(oreryllg  (sweugdwi) pefllhs SwHavew - &STSTTLD
wHMID CleUGHFET 21L& YEMWFFHLD HTFTHISGS &L Fuilssr
YPSHBHTEVTFTEYILD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)

OO DOIBNBHROA, OO yEFHWO BENTC e®ecdi.

(@) (1) 2020 D&zedd 8O 2025 DEsw 23D Gaesrs Dewd
Bbesaes 06500 D8 Becrmds oy G
Ro3R DE® 3002500 65 OO ResDE 5190wy
2 §en® 062 08T ¢xfo Bedmds. OO gog
O8O Buems »Om ¢ Rovd 08

83002500 BBOH BwsIH®.
falo12%e} Dosd) DE®
2020 49
2021 49
2022 58
2023 59
2024 53
2025 55
(i) Coess DovR Bbwacmd  wetdd B8y

esedoB® 0DogesId degd WO Rovd
&0 Becmdes mOm B¢ ¢OEed 5085
88010 amymed CowmitBmen o8nd, 8¢
Boeww S g D Bs B8O Dt a8 BEO
RexQ goed WS eBNOD.

2020 &0 2025 88w ¢3or @9t ©E® Do
el aeed WO B¢ Vel DEOOE B¢ w®
5@remwsy ¢ @Qe® o 7 80 12 0857 ¢
Bednrr. 0o S e ¢ §en®.

&e® 1 80 12 ¢afD0 O swmen® mcxyo.
(i) aCww 8¢S esn®.

iv) o emmd.

(20) o> e

O @5TD T DeFES Dwmn

(oreryfl@ Crramesr LiswrLTyr)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

OO HOBROB, a8 BEO Rervd gogd WO BHO
DO oy DY, Vv gogd WO Bedmdr BweEe
yoaFBwm sg Hew; @ndicws Gw. & BEDCD ©8 5On
y&ED WOBTIHO WBTesT BT

OO HOBROB, ©O oI Vv WICwmw OG&E.
Rozd 8OITIV 0@ WICw®B Dr1ed® edfvFOR B & Bedm
Rord Bow o e Buesd mO HOmD. 85Be 98¢
oo Ped wewdideows awuils @Dy, heart attack dmas
&8 hospital ®exmf admit mes ¢dwimred 8 demsy
508 eRens enry N e¢rIm 8L Hoes.

* getmamced & .
* praflswevigglel) sweusbBLILIL. (BeiTens).
* Placed in the Library.

gems woemw 0O®m&. edews OO0 eedesddws
20 a3l MmECHS Bwr @¢»Dr. @GTNED Wy edIBHIO,
©0IBw €» 9B eWBNOW, BYSOD @ edewesn »HO
et oy Bwdr 0¥y yods ORwWO enedd oo
Bearles’. 88 88CEc I nadq mEc 9288ss mom Om
508 8 vemd morles’. IR ¢x¥mD g¥, NMRA
e Bwirndd ermwme Revd edge omoeg aogd WIHD
Boc ged 838 cn@isi ©B8n® NMRA 908, CID
OOB, e¢O® ¥ 8HwB me 2D. el QenTOWNIDWE
N B 92 HPrewlBmD 5 8E8. eewi®w @ddBsy
&G 8@ O€oewr’ erdewxw IO adewm @ddwcEd 3
Beadmn. & wew Bwcdns ¢0c1 Beamd. gdwmmed &
eReHHOE YBICHH 3B Bwo 0® D 80 oddBsy dme
88w 000 o® Bw 88Ec @B, 835 edewns
Cenn), gdwimed 8w esImd 8 Omd. o® 8Eacd
Bwo@bowed 05 0ed DoRON Beamdr. NMRA o=
®wow Bbede vy Bedsiensy &0 enedme ®S8sy, &
BB Buwo 8303w dm »Own womm»B. NMRA ded
2O BB @000 odBw eDege ewog Vvl BedmrDs
20 & 00axdews’ 0¥ Hww®bow o@mEle? ged
8RS 0@y OBn® WOy 1®@HEE w@ITVewsy @®
¢ WO Bedsiesy o@wmwlc Bem Om B8O,
eddnEOE Bedmy Rd Bow BEIcOHY INDIeesy
B8Eno e n @D,

@0 (e0Dexs) »HBsTe BwBedes Onmo

(wrerflg (weubglwit) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

®01 ®ONE®ROA, 2015 gom 5 ¢dm B Rovd
Bwo®s a¢l3m86 s YD KHBm Revd) Bw®s
283m08ed BwirsdwRsT 000 RBR ®IBD WOBIHO ewd
2eed OO BBOs »BwO nw. “HBm Desd
B0 ¢B8w0 ovd gucid) sdFee eclned®rndd
OB 8eDO BEAcO u1®:wmE @ e® & o s8Fses
DO, §EJY Y@y OEn@ed I@EEE o> ©©
I, & BERED gon BBvwBsy s8sen mievm wmda.
OB B0 ® @ HECH 8OITVewsy Hwo BBe® aBBwr
NMRA 950 =085, & amd ¢8 m»0gn »dmds. En
BBOe D¢, @@om¢, @ed 6od BwinlBwB sy @mcd By
Rordaw 08D BOTTHY MW eDeee WICD DN
. 8§ Ded® »OB ememmO I prescribe ST
M. I »O8 BBw. & amd »OEn I o.

®5 @6TH e Dedéos Dwvmo

(oressLyflg Crramest LiswrL_Tr)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

28 o0 BEacD ¢uimds esf. Dnd inject mers Bwes &
©®IVewsy, BOy eweds §1OBDews ol 9sImndh. e®
»OGn BENCO BHwortOm 0D gdw ©®ITTVew®sY
Bods gDmIe 0w MO eILsI® Bwr 28 9Eox
DO .

O® vy YEHBO @HE 0N 0® mdems 8O
30sizy OBB. 0® OmemO «® 83w Wn&ed
2@mveressy cIBdeE DReBeSTReEDsT PBIHda.
RID® o@d O By 6 Bedmd, "meiE
©¢8medIned HBJ wedamws’ Bwirndd gwedamwsy
ee®d s BI® weyr D ©d Bedimw" Bwes. Jont
RIS, Dess 30,-
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OO DAIBNWBH O

(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©C O5IEnB, YC ydmwd aped and: ydmw
gBIB).

OO @5Tn e DeFES DWwmn

(omevsrLyLl@ Grrauessr LiessTLTT)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

3OBR® @B »O® cnd @l, ®m Oreny
oG B, Sm Bewo OO0 gdednd A e¢stm, O
DONBHROA.

OO0 #OBROB, e®em Dwe @80y 30 wdyden mIy
200 Dm0 gdENd et O O 08 0® Buslend.
20 YOCed DEFEN® HOB v’ 0® 9EEe moeg. Dwd
620, 70, 80 »E & aw Vedr BT EOEIED ey ®
080y aw; Dwed B0 ©ydy ¢w OF 9uimIds. IO
$OCRDWsT ACD HBID MO WO e & gwed dwed
B0 90D BBEE0. & 2wd Sedvewsy wE®E, & Dwe
30 Buoz 8800 gfdig 35 ovd 40 ¢ O& w0 & gwd
800 @B WO i WBE BwD) DEREBeCINREDsT HOG
0® 9CF8® misTes’.

@0 (eedexs) »HBvTe BwBedes Onmo

(wrer g (wabglui) pallbs gwglaven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

OO DOIBNBBHROB, DeE wedamwesy ¢wun &80
DB PEdDr OB wewr 88 WOYD WOBYDa. Catss D
e OB® wew Bewmwen 085D DY DisE
Pedamwus’ ©13wd DR WOy aw gfdig ¥m, ¢d 8®»J 8O
W Ded M el meiE EWE DD eI
©ewey 88, oY Duw BOIBTTVD yadm @ ¢8CEE Bednrdo.
§C »eBN0s® DD Km0 sl & aw ©@ITVewsy ¢8
GDW @ WO, ged gews Beastes’ & aws d¢ds
o gnd Bem Om. J 8@ITVewsY DatBw ®Bw @i
O wmdB W @O0 WONEHROB, &  awd
Ddeme WO 88 dEeedn edmr.  ©d
OB R, & y@mI @ YYD @De® LHBE.

WEOIPOR DOl edege woRbenwy: DEH
Yo P FILY
&(H0leU6V BHTITET UTHHHH HL gL 506lGTEHS!:
SHCUTEMSHW Blewsv
SHOPPING COMPLEX IN KADURUWELA TOWN: CURRENT

STATUS
628/2025
5.06; Boed e Sessy Qwmo
(orerLyfl@ Slmisv QpsvFsir)
(The Hon. Kins Nelson)
Gotss @BenEm, o owr @Y 8 s HED

2@ @ensy gy yadmae - (1):

(a) (i) @mgGiede »oded gFnd @ ¢ edoge

RS Gmw Bedm DO ¢siesie;

(i) ©® cdege wBREemw PERBO e Orw
OB ¢ Yo 0m®eans;

(i) ©©® edoge wBE B NOD VIDBHWO GBS
8C0I O CAB Hwo@abn mOede;

@I O @O w5V DT esIe?
(0) ol n®, S ©si?

QuIrg Bl(HeuTSE, WTSTERT FewLGST WHMID 2 siTeshymL o
IwwFFemTdh Csl L ailerT:

(@) () ss@BOauw psfled ewsall Ll uissHsdh
syl & OsT@lowTeTy 2 6TeTg 6T LMD

S|DIUTTIT 6TEITLISHSU|LD;

(i) @Bs T TN QaT@Slemws
Bliwrenflliugn@d GFvall liu'L  Cgrens

AUTSH%HH
6TEUGUGTEY 6TEITLIENSIU|LD;

(iii) Gupuy sy g CsTEGSeww Weasr@LD LwesT

ur’(hd@ds Q& Tt (Heu(HeUS DS T Guwm
Q& reiremt1Li(hd BL_6)1G H6M HH6IT wirenel
6TEITLIGN S IU|LD;
Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?
(=) @)eTCmev, 676817
asked the Minister of Public Administration,

Provincial Councils and Local Government:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that there is an
abandoned  shopping  complex in
Kaduruwela Town;

(i) the amount that was spent on the
construction of aforesaid  shopping
complex; and

(iii)  the measures that will be taken to bring that
shopping complex back to use?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@G (ODa8w) &.80.98.89. gdwosm ©wmo (Soess
8B8R®), B8 8K Y BT BICH §OIBBRO)
(oressryflg (Cuordfwi) er.61é.6Tib.616. SLWTSer - GLTg)
BlHEUTS, LOTSHTENT FEOLISET LHMILD 2 _6eahrTL o HEOLOFFT)
(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)

OO DDBNBDROB, OO Y@ BENSC 0®edd.

(@) (1) o®ws auic @» Gc odge e BREenwn
er0d ePoms @SR88 gdusy erny eOee
e3oRE oA,

(i) odge vBEmw PRI wewr ©@® OO
013 B B e 98w 70,470,668.21:8.

(i) oemEeTIGHD @ H»HOS wKIed D ¥
00 50O Oy o® BEacd DL
ew@mo &8 @2R80 B® BB wewo 2026
Desed D8 udiw yBves nEBY T8
8Bu» 308 o 20 gm®m WS B and,
08T 92BB B® BB e51Rx® WS @r>.

(20) @cg @B2eD.
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OO Botd @G5y Dwmo

(omevsrLLl@ Fmiev QBeLF6T)

(The Hon. Kins Nelson)

OO DOIBNIDROB, Oed B8gOn and yBEmW eOwi.

@O0 POBROB, WEGeDE B0 edoge wBE®wwd Y&
o »m@ed 2022 bsved. Inemd & dneds’
aESmed®sin WO Beadmd Gi8eE BBwm 658, m»od
000D e T8uE 8Bwm 7000 De I8 y®rewws Ow
WO BOCB O Beadm edege wRImun 88wd e®w
G200 WOBTD HOB wCH® meg. e® eOMEED @@ wewo
BaE §eew D18 00 Bedmdr. S, mewex Bdel e®
edege wBbamw Do ¢& Beamdr. IR BOO BRwd
0w OO Pod» BB Bwes @8 Bumdr. 8w
OB @200 WO VWBEHHNOD 0 LIy ®OE
B B Enren Bedmrd ¢ BuEo ¢ 0535 o @(B8.

g Ded® o0® YBDHBO g ©v0H0 0w
ewldrsNd B8wO ©® @lluy @mITm @ OB&.
S5nB8BR® e D ®mNed & BdD, 8Bwg @00
BOMOD Yol ©® ol CA D BwEr. dOWMBeO® §eE
C 8 PO OpeCErer By e DvsaBem gd®
D30m® GBuE e 58 05 ewddzn R e¢siny Bwe.
B0 BOBNIDROA, @® wews O WoerddMWBE O
928us WO Bedm. gog 2wsBds e® o auds
@DE) . ¢ed BSIFOC; 0® wews vOww ©wldsn W
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) separately, the number of registered
businessmen operating businesses in each
of the economic centres established in Sri
Lanka;

(if)  whether steps are being taken to incorporate
the said economic centres as limited
companies; and

(iii)  if so, whether action will be taken to ensure
that those currently operating their
businesses in the said economic centres can
continue their businesses without any
obstruction and that they will not face any
prejudice?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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@B, sreir?

asked the Minister of Defence:

(@)
@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(b)
@

(ii)

(iif)

(vi)

™)

©

Will he inform this House -

the procedure followed in issuing a firearm
to a civilian on licence;

whether the issuance of such firearms on
licences has been stopped by now;

if so, the reasons for that;

the date on which it is expected to issue the
above licences, along with the relevant
procedure and criteria;

the procedure for obtaining security
clearances to issue firearms on licences;
and

the steps that have been taken to avoid
delays that occur in this process?

Will he also inform this House -

the steps that have been taken to amend the
Firearms Ordinance in a timely manner;

the date on which the firearms licence fees
have been last revised;

the date on which cabinet approval has
been obtained for the said purpose, if any;

whether there has been any amendment to
the fines payable for the failure to pay
licence fees; and

whether there have been any amendments
to the fees relating to the deterioration,
transfer of licences or to repair of firearms?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)
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Sjeui @)dFewus@ Mlaliimrr?

(=) @sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that places of
archaeological importance are located in
the Galle District;

(i) the archaeological places located in the
Baddegama, Nagoda, Welivitiya Divithura,
Niyagama, Thawalama and Neluwa
Divisional Secretaries' areas;

(iii)  the places, out of the aforesaid places, that
are under the supervision of the
Department of Archaeology,;
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V)

(iv) the areas that were under the Kandyan
Kingdom in the past fall within the areas
mentioned in (ii) above;

(v) the steps that will be taken to conserve the
said places; and

(vi) the programme that is underway to create
public awareness regarding the said
archaeological places;

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Gamagedara Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food

Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he admit that -

(1) the Government sets a maximum price for
some consumer goods from time to time;
and

(i) those goods are sold by some traders at
higher prices?

(b)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) name of the agency that raids the shops
selling those goods at higher prices;

(i) number of raids per month carried out by
the aforesaid agency;

(iii)  penalties that can be imposed on the persons
selling goods at higher prices; and

(iv) actions taken against the shops that continue
to sell goods at higher prices?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the total number of attendants serving in
government hospitals at present;

(i) whether there is a shortage of attendants in
government hospitals as compared to the
service requirement;

(iii)  if so, the number; and

(iv) the patient-to-attendant ratio that should be
there in order to provide high-quality
patient care services?

(b)  Will he admit that -

(1) guardians of the patients have had to pay
money and obtain the services of external
attendants due to the lack of the required
number of attendants in government
hospitals; and

(i) a very high cost has to be incurred in order
to obtain the service of an external
attendant for a few days?

(c)  Will he also inform this House whether steps will
be taken to recruit the required number of
attendants to provide services to inpatients in
government hospitals?

(d) Ifnot, why not?
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Hon. Speaker, I am raising an important matter. I am
on a point of Order.
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LEGAL BASIS OF DECLARING FINANCIAL

BANKRUPTCY IN APRIL, 2022: STATEMENT BY
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE AND PLANNING
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and
Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, I

answer

the Question raised by the Hon. Ravi

Karunanayake under Standing Order No. 27(2) on
11.11.2025.

(1) Dr. P.N. Weerasinghe was the Governor of the

@

Central Bank of Sri Lanka at that time. Details of
past Governors of the Central Bank are available
in its official website.

The “Interim debt standstill” was declared on 12"
April, 2022 in line with the international
experiences and the prevailing situation in the
country. A debt standstill refers to the full or
partial cessation of debt servicing in the event of a
debt crisis as part of an orderly workout procedure
to provide leeway for a restructuring during a
predefined and a limited time.

Yes. The Monetary Board recommended the debt
standstill to the Ministry of Finance on 11™ April,
2022. The debt standstill was announced by the
Ministry of Finance on 12™ April, 2022. Under the
provisions of the Monetary Law Act, the Governor
or the Monetary Board of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka had no direct communication channel to
Parliament. The following members were in the
Monetary Board at the time the Ministry of
Finance announced the debt standstill: Dr. P.N.
Weerasinghe, Mr. S.P. Jayawardena, PC, Dr. R.
Jayamaha and Mr. K. M. M. Siriwardana.

On several occasions, prior to the announcement
of the debt standstill by the Government of Sri
Lanka, the Monetary Board of the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka had provided detailed reports to the
former Ministers of Finance on the precarious
economic condition of the country, reasons thereof
and remedial measures to be taken to address such
conditions, acting in terms of Sections 64 and 68
of the Monetary Law Act. Those reports explain
the depleted positions of the gross official reserves
of the country and the country’s challenges in
honouring its external debt obligations.

€)

Q)

1080

Since the power to enter into foreign loans and
guarantees related to Government of Sri Lanka
was vested with His Excellency the President and
the Minister of Finance under the Foreign Loans
Act, No. 29 of 1957, which had been repealed
now, the announcement of the debt standstill was
initially approved by the former President and the
former Minister of Finance on 11" April, 2022,
pending debt restructuring supported by an IMF
programme. At the time of granting the said
approval, the Minister of Finance agreed to submit
a Cabinet Memorandum for ratification at the
earliest possible Cabinet meeting. Based on the
approvals given by the then Hon. President and
the Minister of Finance on recommendations of
the Monetary Board of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka, the Ministry of Finance took steps to
publish the "Interim Policy regarding the servicin%
of Sri Lanka’s External Public Debt" on 11"
April, 2022 in a note to the Cabinet, which can be
provided as an Annex.

The then Minister of Finance submitted a note to
the Cabinet of Ministers on the said policy and the
same was ratified by the said Cabinet of Ministers
on 16™ April, 2022. That Annex can be provided.

On 4% May, 2022, the then Minister of Finance
made a statement at the Parliamentary session on
the current economic situation and negotiations
with the IMF and informed Parliament of the debt
standstill and the debt restructuring process. If
there were any objections by Parliament, there
was still time for Parliament before 18" May,
2022 to reverse the debt standstill with alternative
measures, as the debt service suspension would be
formally effective only after a grace period of one
month from the scheduled date of suspended debt
service payment. All subsequent external debt
restructuring agreements and the IMF Agreement
were approved by successive Ministers of
Finance.

As explained in Answer to Question No. 2, the
initial decision on the debt standstill approved by
the former President and the then Minister of
Finance was ratified by the Cabinet of Ministers.

It is observed that the Attorney-General had been
informed of the said Cabinet decision, which
ratified the Interim Policy regarding the servicing
of Sri Lanka’s external public debt including the
debt standstill.

The Central Bank of Sri Lanka reiterates that the
decision to make the announcement of the debt
standstill was a decision taken by the Government
of Sri Lanka considering the precarious
macroeconomic conditions that prevailed in the
country during the period under review. The
Interim Policy  of the Government regarding
the servicing of Sri Lanka’s external public debt
explains prime reasons to take such decision by
the Government of Sri Lanka.

The following relevant documents and approvals
are available for reference.
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*  Cabinet Paper No. CP 22/0568/304/042
*  (Central Bank Letter dated 11™ April, 2022
*  Cabinet Decision No. CP 22/0568/304/042

G 08 WO €02¥B% DHD0
(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Are you tabling them, Hon. Minister?

@G (80008 w) eBF St Swmo
(wramL e, (E0THS) o gujbs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Yes. They are available.

G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0
(oreTyll@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Are you going to table all that?

@G (§0D28w) ¢BF SwsImn Swmo
(wrabrflg (seorBlel) ojeflsd mwibs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Yes, sure. I table* those.

(5) Please refer to the Answer given in Question No.
4. It explains how the process took place under the
purview of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka.

(6) The suspension of debt repayments materialized
with the approval of the former President, being
the Head of the State, together with the former
Minister of Finance and the said Minister of
Finance had taken steps to apprise Parliament of
the said decision.

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWDo

(orenTfl@ rall &menTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, will you mention the name of the
President?

O BOE Simnem Dwmo
(LomessrLfl@ LNo6d rémTwIdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Let him finish his Answer first.

@G (80028 w) eBF SwsIm Swmo

(wreirfl@ (seorBlg)) Sjeflsd ewihs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

However, there was a Fundamental Rights Application
bearing No. SC FR 309/2022 filed by two petitioners
against the Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
former Secretary to the Treasury and a few others. Having
considered the said Application, the Supreme Court held
that there is no merit in the said Application and
dismissed the same without granting leave to proceed.

* gedmmced D .
* preflewaisslet sneussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

®G; 68 G BB DV
(rerLfl@ rall &menTTBTidsss)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@G 08 WO€NWD OEH®, e AIied
point of Order ©z?

MG 68 G 0BG DV

(orevrLfl@ rall &menTTBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, when the Hon. Minister refers to a
President, his name must be given.

OO DOIBTINBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can ask questions after he finishes
his Answer.

O3S 08 G EBNGB% DV

(oressrfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

But, I would not have time to question because you
only give me two or three minutes.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You will be given two minutes, Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake.

®G 08 G eBNGBZ DV

(oreiTfl@ rall smenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

But, that President’s name must be revealed.

@G (80028w) eBF SwsIm Swmo

(wrerflg (seorPlg) Spefled ewibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

(7) Does not arise, as there was no violation of the
Constitution.

To manage public debt of the Government,
Parliament had already passed the new Public
Debt Management Act, No. 33 of 2024.

(8) A Letter of Intent - LOI - requesting for an
Extended Fund Facility was signed by the former
President in his capacity as the Minister of Finance
and the Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka
on 06™ March, 2023. The EFF was approved by
the Executive Board of the IMF on 20™ March,
2023. The EFF Agreement was not submitted to
the Parliament before it was approved by the IMF.
The current Government had been able to amend
several commitments during the fourth review of
the EFF. Further negotiations are being conducted
with the IMF to accommodate additional spending
needs after the cyclone.
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As soon as the Hon. President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake assumed office, the Government took
immediate steps to renegotiate certain terms under
the third review of the programme. Consequently,
at the conclusion of the Staff-level Agreement in
November, 2024, several amendments were
introduced to ease the burden on the general public
and ensure more equitable outcomes.

The following decisions were taken to provide
relief to the people based on the discussions
between the Sri Lankan authorities and the IMF.
Accordingly,

1.  Personal Income Tax Relief

e The tax-free threshold for Personal
Income Tax was increased from Rs. 1.2
million to Rs. 1.8 million for a year of
assessment.

e  The tax bracket was expanded from Rs.
500,000 to Rs. 1,000,000 per year of
assessment with a tax rate of 6 per cent.

2. Tax Reforms to Support Local Industries and
Equity

e The Value Added Tax - VAT - was
removed on the production of local fresh
milk and yoghurt made from
domestically produced milk to promote
child nutrition and the local agriculture.

e Taxes on properties based on imputed
rental income will not be levied until a
proper valuation methodology and
administrative procedures are
established.

e The Corporate Income Tax rate on
service exports was reduced from 30 per
cent to 15 per cent.

e  The Withholding Tax of 10 per cent will
not be applied to individuals whose total
annual assessable income does not
exceed Rs.1.8 million.

Despite the continued commitment under the IMF-
EFF to achieve a primary surplus target of at least
23 per cent of GDP and maintain primary
expenditure below 13 per cent of GDP as required
under the Public Financial Management Act,
No.44 of 2024, the Government successfully
negotiated with the IMF to protect social spending
and introduced further relief measures, including:

1. On Social and Welfare.

Accordingly,

Protection

e The monthly pension was increased by
Rs. 3,000.

e The monthly benefit allowance for
vulnerable groups increased.

©
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- Mainly for poor households: from
Rs. 8,500 to Rs. 10,000.

- For extremely poor groups: from Rs.
15,000 to Rs. 17,500, effective from
January, 2025.

e An education allowance of Rs. 6,000 is
given per student from low-income
families to purchase school books and
stationery.

e The monthly allowance for kidney
patients and persons with disabilities
was increased from Rs. 7,500 to Rs.
10,000, and for elderly citizens, from
Rs.3,000 to Rs 5,000.

2. Under Public Sector Support,

e The minimum basic salary of Public
Servants was increased by Rs. 15,750,
from Rs. 24,250 to Rs. 40,000 with
effect from April, 2025, being
implemented in three phases.

e The annual salary increment was raised
by 80 per cent - Proposal 39 of the
Budget Speech, 2025 - increasing the
minimum increment from Rs. 250 to Rs.
450.

e The Distress Loan limit for Public
Servants was raised from Rs. 250,000 to
Rs. 400,000.

Through these initiatives, the Government has
taken several measures to ensure that the IMF-
supported reform programme remains citizen-
centred with strong emphasis on equitable burden-
sharing, enhanced social protection and
transparency in implementation.

Further the declaration of a debt standstill
affected Sri Lanka’s international reputation and
creditworthiness. Major credit rating agencies
downgraded the sovereign rating to default
categories and the country was effectively
excluded from global capital markets. This limited
access to new foreign financing raised a perceived
risk premium for Sri Lankan debt and constrained
private investment inflows.

Rebuilding credibility required the Government to
demonstrate consistent policy commitment, fiscal
discipline and transparency in negotiations with
creditors and international institutions. The
ongoing implementation of the IMF-supported
programme and the progress achieved so far have
been instrumental in gradually restoring the
confidence among investors and development
partners.

It is common knowledge that the rating agencies
do not impose any specific terms and conditions
for reinstating Sri Lanka’s access to concessional
and commercial borrowing.
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Since the IMF assessed Sri Lanka’s sovereign debt
was not sustainable in early 2020, the IMF was
unable to provide any financial assistance to Sri
Lanka even during the COVID pandemic. In order
to restore IMF financing, the Sri Lankan
Government had to fulfil two conditions: mainly,
to receive financing assurances, to restructure
external debt from all official bilateral creditors
and engage in good faith relations to restructure
commercial debt with all external commercial
creditors.

(10) The Minister of Finance announced the Interim
Policy regarding the servicing of Sri Lanka’s
External Debt on 12th April, 2022, suspending
selected external debt servicing for an interim
period pending an orderly and consensual
restructuring of those obligations in a manner
consistent with an economic adjustment
programme supported by the IMF.

However, now, the Government has been able to
establish macroeconomic stabilization  with
positive indicators mainly in the fields of inflation,
GDP growth, interest rate stabilization, private
sector credit growth, growth of official Reserves,
exchange rate stabilization, Government revenue,
fiscal consolidation and the Budget deficit.

Thank you.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.

®C 08 WS €002¥6B2 Dm0

(oreryfl@ rall mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

OO DOIBNBWDROB, HOBed BEnJ B8O ©®
Beadrny YE»® ydvrw e®wud. OBOEH?HED @O
288e®@Tnd wrn Y dcw «® DR3BSy cEe-wm®
WO Bedmdr. ®HwLn® Ouddded 148, 149, 150
D1DE a0 0® 0ed E1 ACH ©® 8Eed®Ind nEsY
seme Osfesy. & e cF¥ndewsy dm Desd IR,
8Be®xInedsy dwd ecsleny mnd o® ced debt
standstill &= @B »OE Bedm D OB Bwe
Bedstesy. & Onow o00ed8. wdnexs Odrnewsy
e0dsIeny 5D, EWIBEI ACE KO B® eddEOEY dndow
endE Bedmrds Bec OB BEno, cuivw.
28Be®sInd Burler’ wed@Bu ©wdn erzwedd. dn®s
©® 58B00@xnedd c¥md gslery ed wdEn widwme
O,

O #OBROA, 00 BB svBsT »OB VIRIe® sy
@® yd» I AWewI® gui Bedsiess.

@O DIBNBHD S

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIN@O 20 BBy ecmB Bedsieny, ©d OG0B

®G; 68 G BB DV

(rerLfl@ rall &menTTBTidsss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

00 Bwo WOE®OE OO gunm YE®HOEO BHOAED
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28 28Be05Ind 88w 0® wdITVewsy WOWD WSeHL)
wsiesy emew®e?
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0GB, EEedTnede e® v FHDI® TI®m Wowwswd
s WOsTmy O, B8Eed®sIned gdwd mynd o® debt
standstill = ®SsTm Fwr. Ov em elsB BOOH dw D168
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@0 (990080) aBF Sswssim Swvwmo

(wremi e (5eomdH) spefiss sups)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

OO DOBNIWROB, Podd BEnebl ©8 gm 1 EED
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MO 08 S BNGBZ DWwDo
(omevsr i@ rall &mHessTTHTLds)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®©01 68 WO TsNem OTEROA, In®ed point of
Order & e®@mmie?

MG 08 S BNB% DWDo

(omevsryLil@ rall &hHesTTHTLds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

28Be®sned Eloialera] OIGH) cImows
D605 Dxesy & camdersy @800 o D
Bun Bwdioad Bum ecws avwens 955 esned&.

OO BOE Simnem Dwmo
(omessrLfl@ LNw6d rémTwidss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

23 8Sedcs.
STUPBSITTT.
rose.

B0 QNGBS
(orenTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

RO, ®O B3NGB Oa.

®G; BOE o5NwB Dvmn

(oressrLyfl@ LNo6d TéHmTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO DDBNBDROB, @@ WICews 9 WO BB OO
RIN®e0sY 9EE) 83D BNDd Bewle 27(2) wdend
yadme gum 0l enedne e wn guidelines gn®»
WO Bedsiesd, esn®@d8 18018 . g aBE Susin
FOBR® ¥ ¢slery @@ 1198 < avy
y@m»E®O.

O RID®IeosY 9EE B, BDs Bewden 27(2)
wOer ydm»OcEO BEns 8ed® $#HO®BOSwO Brx%d Sme
8ENGC @ 8w (B BRwO BENJC wmed mo d05Im Bwd
3@ 8e L@RNEWO Ded® 8BoE @®imsee®
CWODGIO cuect eeIm Bwed. ¢¢ Bowdets ¢ ®Rn®s
y@»00 B8EnJ 800 o mcws emdn OB8. 9© Bwo
WO S eCmO®DoIO & guidelines wdxI ceeced Eo
@¢sID) BOE O0 @n@1e0sy 9EE 835)00.

@S (g8 w) wEs ¢ BFDo Owmmo
(orer Ll (S0rHd) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

O DONIBNBDROB, ©C; FOE S BNWG®D, -

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Odywe B8Ae ydm. w8Eedxsin 538 ©d (eeden)
Co®0esY @D Bwmn. OO OEHOA, AIH®I0 8D
20 BeasTess.

©S (e0Dexs) Cr®BNEST ¢8O 50 Dm0
(revrLfl@ (sweusbBwit) G)TToBTHesT T FH6TT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

BeoTml, GEeryey FuThTWST SeuisGer! [Blewi ufG)]

@G (89028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oressrfl@ (STHIF) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

OO DOITNEDROB, 00w R yamwE. OO dved
§eE BERE m0m 65200D wwind ©Swd e®@m gunsIess.
P® IR @ @DEIed® disturb mosTesy syw ez,

OO QBB

(orewTLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIn®ed point of Order o= e®imwmute, ©o; w&s ¢
8D O nOA.

@S (§0028w) w88 ¢ BT Bwmo

(revrfl@ (HevTHS)) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

e®m §¢E 8OITTR yadm @ Ben 0l u88 RO
DO O@E.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@O0 OGO, Im 00O mdwmen ©SwWd gvsIm
3OO,

OO0 Go®snesy 2808w OIEned Diywme BEIeC
BB,

DOy ew Owwe nE duls
NSHOS®BI B3OW WE oDIgw DBewsIOD
0 y8IR /IO
FApliyfleni: FewLuiley sTgliTdhaL Hg
H6EW6VA(HL_6T B&HLPHD 2 6»wimL_edledr
&TolewTmafl Ligleweu Gleusafluill L swio
PRIVILEGE: RELEASE OF VIDEO RECORDING OF

CONVERSATION WITH LEADER OF THE
OPPOSITION IN CHAMBER

©C (00D¢exs) Cr®BNEET ¢8O 5 Dm0

(omessTyifl@ (sweusSlwii) G TrobrEeT SiedresT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

steorgl  FAptiyflew  Qgsriurer eflerT LTTTEHLETD
pleweoullwmh &L L enerdsr wHMID UTTTEHLETD 2 miflesri
PUSHHCHTMeY  FOLUBSLTETS.  GClEaryey
@bsLI  UTTTERLETDSSHD  BHewL CLmidleTm
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BL_&&LD @g)n'l_ﬁ'un"%, LIT T T (@HLOEITM
2 SHCuirsLyieu ifley  gellibs, GCaubmpbs
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9j6uisGer,
il L_wbIgeT
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WETH Y WeudGeT OlEearrey  THTSHLF  Heweveu HL 6T
eTBlidasL S o minfleryrasw [BIT6HT
HDBSHHCETHNYGHSDS  YTFTRISS  Srulls  @wmbs
QaremevBudleyped  srllewrmeflurs  sThGSLIULGR), IG5
Ueppwiress Capital vV T

Qersvsvli(BSlerm  sesflwmi  2em_&HCwreTMled  SrevuTLildaL

FTSTTETLOT &

EEF AL FANRINC)

ul @eirergl. @& CQsTLiurs uryTepweTm  Apliyflenwod
vlréflemesr spetemm @by 2 wiflw  Fepuuiled psTemeaudss
all oS Cmedr.

[T TS srelewrreflwresg, O TFTHISS, Syl
urrrepsTn 2 miliileTi  @meurTsd WTSSTGL TS
Ul 1g(hdbs CeuaiT(RIb. @)eueuTmi BEHLD SILILLI LITTTERHLOETD
o mitiflerymed sTQESLLL L STOewTTa TSI, & 1pd%TLoTesT
peopuilsd  Feps 2 _smisefls)  USITUIULIGHEBSSTDE).
eTFTEHEL AL uryrepwsTn o miillerrraeyh 618 Tohesl dAuilsd
B (h&E@GHD A Feweveursafled spheurTHeyd @)(HHE@GH0D HT6dT,
Qaenyey 6T TEHEFAd  SWVsUBL T 2 TWT(HeUHSH
sTQewrrallrs  aT®SSHI, HYrdwed @)VTUSSHEHETS HnD
QeuaflluilPiereydhs@ rerbiss Sriy  Wes Gseusvnret
Blewevs@d Qe mEdlarmg  steTusns  @)bs 2 wiflw
Fsoouulley Osfallss alpoysGmsirt. @susurprer GlaFwm
uT@®&SeT  LUTTTEHOGTNF FUTHTWSTTS DEHD  Srlienull
Urglpslsgiaulu®SSID SBi1%EhsG0D @)bg 2 wiflw FenLid@Lh
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@)@  cameras  epevld  YImTihg, @bs el wsens
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QOOILLBSSIbLG STpewwuL 6T Csl (g ClETsrsGmer.

mesTml!

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gy RO @dd®wedd ewddzn, @0 o8&
D@8 Bedos OnSe.

®C 08 WS €002¥06B% Dm0
(oreryfl@ rall mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@O0 QNGBS

(orenTll@ FUTBTWST DjeuiTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 68 Wmoemnwm OEHOB, RIHSed point of
Order & e®@mnle?

MO 68 S IBNGBZ DV

(orenTfl@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, you are here to protect the interests of
the Members of Parliament. We ask Questions on behalf
of the people, not on behalf of any government or the
Opposition. Kindly ensure that there is decorum
maintained in Parliament. When I ask a Question here, 1
do expect a satisfactory answer and not a statement read
out, which lacks any fundamental truth. This Parliament
mainly runs on the Constitution. It is an infringement of
Atrticles 148, 149 and 150.

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orevrL @ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@O0 OG0B, RAN®ed yd®»WO ©0 GLIBH®
8Enot ¢¥vn. RIS and ydmed @yd. IO
2@ BEnC g5Ivm.

®3G 08 WO EDBNGBZ DV

(oressryfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

®® Standing Ordersdc0 08 Doyecwes 9EEsIess.
g cCEoamw 003 Beamda.

@0 885 eg®cies Owmo
(oressryflg sedls LNGrgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWST S)jeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o BuFe sNePROB, VIn®ed point of Order &»
o®muale?

@G 885 0®cies Owmo

(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTeN)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

®® point of Order ®z» raise 0> odewEE
RIensy OCEO= DO, blolel O350 %
©INIDROIO E {83 CHO OO o @Iy Bwo.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 o 5RO, VIn®ed point of Order &»
20sIny. MW BEAE MO er0ed, RIn®ed point of
Order &2 Bwsis.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government for report.
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"Each Sectoral Oversight Committee may examine the
suitability of any person who has been either appointed to any post
or nominated to hold office in any post to any institution within the
jurisdiction of that Committee and make recommendations in regard
to such persons to the appropriate Ministry."

O ®»Ovnemn®A, Sectoral Oversight Committee
oot Teaching Hospital, Jaffna om o @8 review dwma
meo. ¢ hospital ©20 End Post appointment &= &co
B o, RANOBICed gedieds’ esnedld, mE® By
$0eBe)OBsY. qwd  Service Minutes ame» End Post
appointment 98 e¢¥m Q0w mwi. & Bw a8 9EEd,
&m Public Service Commission -PSC- &z w©ow @b
Beamdr »®, Sectoral Oversight Committee 9B S»
220 submit »osimy BwEr. 8, ¢¢ dDoywE J=m submit
DO BPeed mw. ©d ®mDnemn®A, Standing Orders
violate mom Bl 09 08m gwsiery. BOLIOE
Ministry of Health &0 &c¢eg Sectoral Oversight Committee
don 8B Busis, 0 e®@mO ¢F¥nsd e¢siny Bwéo.

Thank you.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Ajith P. Perera. You have
ten minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih - Deputy Speaker and Chair of

Committees)

Hon. Speaker, I rise today to speak on the Poisons,
Opium and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment) Bill and the
related Amendment to the Judicature Act, legislation
which seeks to prohibit and effectively prosecute the
trafficking of dangerous drugs on the high seas. This is
not merely a technical Amendment or simply a matter of
jurisdiction. It is, in truth, a matter of national survival.

(Bewdess

Before I entered Parliament, for nearly four decades, I
have stood beside hospital beds, spoken to and consoled
anxious mothers and helplessly trapped, addicted youth. I
have seen young men whose future and features were
brighter than the moon and then, whose very lives were
dimmed and deteriorated before my eyes due to narcotic
addiction. The use of narcotic drugs in our communities
is no longer an isolated problem; it is rampant. It is
devastating as it races to epidemic proportions. It is
destroying not only individuals' well-being, but their
families, livelihoods and the moral fabric of entire
societies and communities.

As a physician, I have seen their physical
consequences: pale, anaemic faces, collapsed veins,
malnutrition, liver failure, psychological breakdown and
immunocompromised infectious diseases. Then, as a
citizen, I have seen the social consequences: school
dropouts, crime, domestic violence and despair. And, as a
Parliamentarian, I see the consequences of a generational
aspect: an uncertain and frightening future for the very
youth we have so passionately sworn to protect.

Sir, Sri Lanka’s geographical location places us
strategically at the crossroads of major maritime routes.
This has blessed us with trade and business opportunity.
But, it has also made us vulnerable. International drug
syndicates exploit the vastness of our high seas. They
operate beyond conventional territorial boundaries; they
move across jurisdictions with precision and impunity
and when intercepted, gaps in domestic law create
procedural and prosecutorial challenges.

Sir, under our current legal framework, within our
national laws, trafficking of dangerous drugs in the high
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seas does not face adequate criminalization. This
legislative void has posed difficulties for law enforcement
authorities and prosecutors, especially in cases involving
foreign nationals apprehended beyond our territorial
waters. This proposed Amendment seeks to address that
regulatory deficiency. It aligns Sri Lanka with our
obligations under international conventions against illicit
drug trafficking and strengthens our ability to act
decisively when vessels engaged in narcotics trafficking
are intercepted. It also provides clarity of jurisdiction.

This Amendment to the Judicature Act empowers our
High Court with forum jurisdiction to hear and determine
such offences. This is responsible governance; this is
legislative maturity and this is closing the door before the
tide overwhelms us. But, while we debate about the high
seas, let us remember what is at stake on our own shores.
Every shipment intercepted offshore represents thousands
of doses of narcotics that would otherwise infiltrate our
streets.  Every successful prosecution should send a
strong signal to international criminal networks that Sri
Lanka is not a soft target and that our Island is not their
hunting ground. So, every strengthened law is a shield
and armour around our youth.

However, Sir, I wish to state with equal clarity that
legislation alone is not the complete answer. Sir, as a
medical practitioner, you yourself clearly know that drug
addiction is both a criminal justice issue as well as a
public health crisis. While we must be firm against
traffickers, the ruthless and heartless architects of this
destruction, we must also be compassionate towards the
victims of drug addiction. The young man trapped in drug
dependency is always not a hardened criminal; often, he
or she is a helpless casualty. I have seen in my practice
addicted and hooked-on young men and women who
actually curse the day that they, out of curiosity or peer
influence, took their first dose. The young and the not-so-
young experimenting with narcotics is always not defiant.
Therefore, as we strengthen law enforcement on drug
trafficking at sea, let us also strengthen rehabilitation on
land. As we empower courts, let us also empower
families. As we close legal loopholes, let us open avenues
for prevention, education and treatment. Our effort in this
endeavour should and must be two-way: supplementary
and simultaneous. A nation which only punishes without
healing would not solve this problem. Likewise, a nation
which only heals without deterring would not stop the
supply of drugs. Therefore, we must do both with
balance, wisdom, compassion and humanity.

Sir, these Amendments also carry diplomatic and
international dimensions. By aligning with established
international norms, Sri Lanka reaffirms its commitment
to cooperative maritime security and the rule-based global
order. It enhances our credibility among regional partners;
it strengthens the intelligence-sharing framework and it
also demonstrates that we are a responsible coastal State
which would not allow our waters or the waters beyond to
become corridors for destruction.

In supporting these Bills, we send a message beyond
this Chamber, we send out a message to drug traffickers
that Sri Lanka’s seas are not their sanctuary, we send out

a message to our law enforcement authorities that
Parliament stands with them and most importantly, we
send out a message to people of this nation that we are
vigilant.

Sir, history will not judge us by the length of our
debates, but by the strength of our decisions. When the
health of our nation’s youth is threatened, hesitation is not
prudent; it would be negligence. These Bills are
measured; they are necessary. So, let us pass them with
unity. Let us demonstrate that on matters of national
security and protection of our children, there are no
partisan divides, but only a shared responsibility. In
safeguarding our seas, we safeguard our shores; in
protecting our youth, we protect our future and in
strengthening our laws, we strengthen our nation. This
House should, therefore, extend their fullest support and
stand together in passing these Amendment Bills with the
common stand of keeping our youth and the generations
to come healthy, safe and free from narcotics and
addictive substances.

Thank you for the time allotted, Sir.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath. You have
seven minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, the Hon. Deputy
Speaker will take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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6 Beradss HAOzEDR)
(orevwsryLilg Lrdld FuTBTLsT Syauissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Srinath, your time is up.

@G (e00¢x1) 9ecBwn®8 88mosy Owm
(omevryLll@ (sweugglwir) @) emerug oLl ABbrd)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath)

Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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Qariiyul . 200,000&@0 slswrlsarmi ensgl OFwiws
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S|6UTHEM6T N VIGTE] B QL BHiughe e (1
QrwmpPlL b  werQwrflwiine.  Couswr@Ewsityy G,
6TEOT G| 2 OIeDI (Plgd&id Carerdl@mesr. pesr!

@G 885 0@ Owm
(wrewryll@ Fedlg LNCTwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

298 8Seddcs.
STUPIBSITIT.
rose.

®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition, what is your
concern?

@6 88 0O Dwmo

(wressryfl@ #edls LNCTogTean)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©0 Bewdss »ONEHROB, ©O0 08 DEIDH
@¢sIBy.

®0 Bewdss mG509Eemn o

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Shall we make it very short because I have to
accommodate one more speaker before we break up for
lunch?

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LNCTwGTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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@D gBB0B®O cFCEowmw BB,

®6 Beradss mAOrznEm )

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Leader of the Opposition, we got your
message.

©0 885 @i Owmo

(wrevrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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@S Bewdss D51 D©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister Wasantha Samarasinghe, would you
like to respond to that?
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(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)
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G Berdss HSOI1BNEH)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.

@0 88 0g®cies Dwmo
(wressyflg #edls LNCrLgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

®©0 Bowdess mO1znemn®B, -

6 Berdss HSOI1zNGEHR)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I think the Hon. Minister gave an adequate
explanation, Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

@G 8885 0@ Owm

(wrewrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD )
(orenrll@ Nrdld FuTBTIST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We cannot go for a debate on this.

@G 8385 0®ce Owmo

(wressryfl g #edls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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G Berdss HSOIzNEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you may take 30 seconds and respond.

OO Desr¥n @G80 Dwmo

(revrfl@ euFhs Fwrdmian)

(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)

Sir, I am not going to have a debate on this with the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition. But, I have to answer
him.
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@G DI®G 3®uT ¢esrrw®m dWmo
(oressTLfl@ FTOT FOLS SFBTWSES)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)

29 F 8Se@dcs.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

@6 Berdss »SO150E2

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake. You have
two minutes.

OC DI®G s®uT ¢esrrw Do

(oressTLfl@ FTOT FOLS SFBTWSS)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)

©0 Desim wOSBw HOBROA, @@ mD gVOIIH.

(08 ¢0eI1008 0@ sOww grewslnd wewdm GE.)
(B)dsB5i L1LigSIsD spILiLIBlClouTairay Gt sFGlruiwiiii L gj.)
(At this stage, an audio recording was played.)

®6; Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you know well that you are not
supposed to play recordings in the Chamber.
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(oressTLfl@ FTOT FOLS SFBTWSS)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you can take only a minute. We have to
suspend the Sitting for lunch.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Let us not go into a debate on this, please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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Next, the Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan. You have

seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman. You have nine minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.

NGO @0 Bewleh mOnemn® Gewmewssy 9o
dowsry, Bowlehrs 0w ewr wwesHnSe [0o @8
Soeelmo Ow/8u] §cres2300;8) Ses.

saring, — wrewylles  IrslE
YSBTFTG B VTY  YHV By,  Gapsselar LITHlG  HeilFreri
yeuigssir  [wrevrylleg  (Spws]) GCamwrsd ofrCssr]  Hewsvewn
UBIGEGTIT S56MT.
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DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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" - Implement an integrated operation to prevent drugs and
organized crime in the country
- Establish a separate Bureau for Narcotics Prevention

- Development of naval and air surveillance facilities and
provide modern equipment and training to officials to prevent
the entry of drugs into the country

- Regularize rehabilitation programmes for drug addicts to free
them from drug use

- Strengthen penalties for drug offences and taking measures
for the speedy resolution of cases

- Implement continuous programmes to educate school
children

- Expand the functions of the Dangerous Drugs Control Board,
and establish monitoring committees to involve people in the
fight against drugs

- Educate the community about the adverse effects of drug
use"
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, I say that these Amendments to
the Judicature Act and the Poisons, Opium and Dangerous
Drugs Act are a very positive step, for the reason that, we
know, the drug cartel, today, operates from the high seas;
O s HHDCOWGOT ¥ Yyeod »DOE »OB »Oed
Dmede oo wozies’. Also, there are a lot of stateless
vessels. Therefore, bringing them within our jurisdiction is a
very positive step.

GeownGie) ©0; OIEROB, ® OFeds O ac
08®8ed ecm® ydmw 0D Bedmyds. & Dr1ed® ge dw
GB0ROEOT 0¥n O e YE»WE D Beamd.
e®ime, ©2ewd QBCRDEO OFEDB DO GOBY
©B@ITAB. a8 co¥ody, gud 2od BB wewdcdewms
OB OB 5O G DT e¥nedsy ®Cemwd B §ay dD.

Hon. Minister, I would like to bring to your attention a
very important issue. @® @0 OFcOs $HDC® e®enwedB
BACWs - emdd;, e®Id; - BOCOOE 9¢r’ RAIROBIE
Coznd0 deom . Im e egwxal. But, until you have
a decoy system, under which we could create a separate unit
which could pretend to deal with this drug cartel, you cannot
bring the big-timers to book. ¢ &s e®® ®zf¢ds y@mH@O
Buc® @wIemIDr 5O, @® HDICE® 9BIm eBId e®IS
508 aCeEID v WICO@ewns aCCCE D@ i &
wewo ged BB vdRBw edmE HOBTH) dvy. god emE8a
o GO »&ed, asadecoy, s OFm onmecs ®OevD,
we need to bring them to book. gz »08 Bz ¢ e®Smed
»oeg. They destroyed the drug cartel through a mechanism
of that nature. Therefore, Hon. Minister of Justice, I appeal
to you to create such a mechanism. In fact, the law
enforcement agencies spoke to me at some committees and
said that until you bring in a system where they could act as
decoy, it cannot be destroyed. ceow gpwsd Dwews’ gl
B B DOgn WOE, HDICOW®GOsY ©wO®»
O WO el WO WO, & K5HDICOWCOBY god
BBed dvi0 e BOOO w® p®edewns Wwesisy Bwo
o0 RIDen s 9E 1 BSHDo.

38 e Beadmdr, DE®»E dTInmbed Ewo
Beadmrdn, "8omciedd ¢ Omssewrda" BwEi. w8, o®
Ced BomoPied medes, BomoDsied OB8BE »BBE
s0E®»O @lw & A O cBvemZD, 8i® CBBWO
BomG 00 qFfged ROOed ieBECE 0. & B,
©0 adwmies @©Bn®A, they should be given the basic
necessities - sanitation, water and proper nutrition.

@c @8 80 e0dEOE 80BD BHEACW O B WO,
O 900 3@18m Hwoe®ws, inhuman act 2 ©3wO
08 ©® c¢BAsies’y. Asalawyer, Hon. Minister, you know
that all remand prisoners are innocent until they are proven
guilty. When it comes to remand prisoners, other than the
fact that they should be remanded for the reason that there
are inquiries pending against them, they are not convicts. &
Beso 3538 DBTR51®I06E 95Y5) BOmGD5Y e®asTDewsY
Bods adimdwen @wd WO & ¢dwd @das v
C 20 gqu me @8 0®ime, ¢ B ATVBENGCOE
@Y BOWOOBIO BB swygm® 5w OO ® gdded
& 0 @mwes @® ©81Ied GDNBWO ewWd) HOBID W OBE.

QOIS OB KDICOMCGOBT BS edDEOE »O® Jedmed
WO, a8 ¢imdr, B3 eewdFOE scramblers fix moeo
Bedmy 20. v, scramblers fix me®, euEOBeried
phones &1 jam Oz Heo & scramblers @857 6 Beamo.
& Bwo e¢ yod ew 80 endE ameg JemEesied
%D0® WSO W, Im eCIW® eI YR WH »Swd
®® ¢Bda.

& D0d®, @® OB DB KHDICOWGIOTT Ben ¢¢ w®reswd,
B0 HmBO wy BB DaBed BwegsTmHsI0 eCm
gdme @B 00 Beadmdr. & Bw Jemdcsied
0800 D18 WOBIH Bwor) OO 08 ¢deHede eredf)edsy
oCEI 83Da.

20 oo Beadmds & »OB, Assistance to and
Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act &z. We
should create a mechanism where witnesses could be
relocated, especially if they are witnesses of drug-related
offences. In other countries, when witnesses cannot stay in
that country because of various issues, they are sent abroad.
I know that we have limited resources, but if we are to get
witnesses to testify, primarily, we have to secure their
interests. Therefore, even though we have the Assistance to
and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, we
need to bring in amendments to ensure their safety after they
give evidence. Unfortunately, at most times, we only ensure
their safety while a trial goes on. The Hon. Deputy Minister
is also present here. So, I urge you to look into mechanisms
used in other countries. & Bwstesy, w800z 0’8
¢siesy oIH® PO 9e8wd eom wsim Wi & Bwo
BB OBTed 208D 8OITTVewsy e’y gD W
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara.]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(AMENDMENT) BILL
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

3 80 10 e»wf 00578 sma emd@send emidea w;Swd
BIas g9l Hewlow »om .

Sy suresgSlemps 1094 eurssw suswy FL L cpsVgSlsar
LGS (3) 1555 Cersnt(B)6loerrds st 1 ewemuill_ i 1 gy.

Clauses 3 to 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.44 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 20th February 2026.
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