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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the -

(omessryfl @ Ursw

() Annual Report of the Vocational Training
Authority of Sri Lanka for the year 2024; and

(i)  Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate

Institute of English of the Open University of Sri
Lanka for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education,
Manpower and Human Capital.
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HAZARDS FACED BY PLANTATION WORKERS: PREVENTIVE
MEASURES
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that plantation workers
are vulnerable to wild animal attacks, snake
and wasp bites and chemical hazards;

(i) whether complaints have been received
regarding such incidents;

(iif)  if so, the number of complaints received in
the last five years, separately; and

(iv) the measures that have been taken to ensure
the safety of the employees from the said
hazards?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that plantation workers
are subjected to verbal, physical or other
forms of harassments by employers at
work;

(i) whether any legal action has been taken to
prevent such harassments; and

(iif)  if not, whether legal action will be taken in
this regard in the future?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -
(1) number of estate houses in the Ratnapura
District;

(i) amount of funds that have been allocated
for the development of those estate houses
from 2020 to date, separately for each year;
and

(iii) measures to be taken in the future to
develop those estate houses?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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BB 03€ 85 Boes @100 - (Line rooms - 6,876
single barrack)
&80 0d€ Booes 300200 - (Line rooms - 8,605
double barrack)
e (207) ed€ Bdoes 0100 - (Upstair line 9
rooms)
m00E® @8 - (Temporary sheds) 2,159
omnd - (Total) 24,235
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

() the name of the present owner of the
Nagastenna Estate in Yatiyantota;

(i) whether the management of the said estate
is at an optimal level,

(iii) whether he is aware that the lands of the
said estate are being encroached by private
parties;

(iv)  if so, the measures that have been taken in
that regard; and

(v) the measures that have been taken to
develop the lands of the said estate, which
are economically, environmentally and
socially valuable?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the extent of land belonging to the Land
Reform Commission, separately, in each
Divisional ~Secretary's Division in the
Kalutara District;

(ii) separately, for each Divisional Secretary's
Division, the extent of land provided under
leasehold, direct public allocation, freehold
and the extent of land provided to public
under land permits;

(iii)  is there a possibility of providing freehold
deeds for the lands under permits;

(iv) separately, for each Divisional Secretary's
Division, the extent of abandoned lands,
out of the lands previously provided to the
public;
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(v) whether there is a possibility of re-acquiring
those lands and providing them to those
who do not have lands; and

(vi) separately, for each Divisional Secretary's
Division, the extents of lands belonging to
the Commission which have been
misappropriately acquired by individuals or
institutions?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Defence:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

the sectors in which the existing laws
pertaining to the use of explosives for
commercial purposes are expected to be
amended;

the procedures adopted for the storage and
issuance of explosives;

the designations of the officers who

implement these procedures;

if Assistant Officers in charge of districts
have been appointed for this purpose, the
role of the said officers;

whether the post of Controller of Explosives
remain vacant at present;

whether action will be taken to fill this

vacancy; and

the reasons for not preparing second-tier
officers for the above post?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

™)

(vi)

separately, the number of licences for
explosives that have been issued on a
commercial basis and the number of active
licensees at present;

the procedure adopted in issuing those
licences;

whether those licences are regulated;

the private facilities used for the storage of
explosives;

the steps that have been taken for their
security; and

the quantity of explosives issued to a
licensee at a time?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ mlalliiuryr?

(o) @)eirCmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Labour:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the average time taken by the Complaints
Division of the Department of Labour to
resolve a complaint;

(i) the number of unresolved complaints
currently pending in the aforesaid division;

(iif) whether steps are being taken to resolve
these complaints, expeditiously and
effectively; and

(iv) if so, of the aforesaid steps?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean

Is he aware that there are -

fishery buildings that were renovated after
tsunami in the Pottuvil Divisional
Secretary's Division;

fishery buildings that were given on rent
and lease basis and buildings that have been
sold, out of the said buildings; and

buildings that have not hitherto been used,
out of those buildings?
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Will he inform this House -

whether steps will be taken to provide the
fishery buildings mentioned in (a) (iii)
above for Government and public needs;

the parties in charge of, who do
maintenance and revenue collection of the
multi-purpose fishery buildings constructed
in Jalaldeen Square and Kanaker GN
Divisions by the Small-scale Fisheries
Federation after tsunami; and

whether action will be taken to vest these
multi-purpose fishery buildings with the
Pottuvil Pradeshiya Sabha or to allocate
them for public use after providing the
owners of the above buildings with
alternative lands through the Pottuvil
Divisional Secretariat, if those owners are
identified?

If not, why?
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Development Company (Pvt.) Ltd. (GDC)
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(24) @)STCMeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Public

Parliamentary Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether any complaints have been received
by the police from the depositors of
Gampaha Sanasa Development Bank who
have suffered injustices;

Security and

(it)  if so, the number of such complaints;

(iii) separately, the date on which each of the
said complaints was received by the police;

(iv) the progress of the investigations conducted
by the police so far regarding the said
complaints;

(v) whether any complaints have been received
by the police regarding the Gampaha
Development Company (Pvt.) Ltd. (GDC),
which has obtained a loan from the
Gampaha Sanasa Development Bank; and

(vi) if so, the progress of the investigations
conducted by the police so far regarding the
said complaints?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

O ®ONEW®ROB, & Comned g BE Deodar
w-dmewd - Gross Official Reservesd - ¢ e30m00, sso@gBw
0w ©O®O ewlovmd ©dITVewsy, Sed®w Credit
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Speaker, this is in the background of the Central Bank
issuing a Circular under the Foreign Exchange Act, No. 12 of
2017.
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means, it must be based on factual and practical reserves that
are demonstrated. OB sv® WO ©OITTVeWsT
08@y8en YW e®® O DD 9E8ur WL eCw O®

oG 838.

. 2058 2¥m =d» ¢ Gross Official Reserves
5@rgnw Bwe? d8s7 & @B O, swap 8Sg® e
&3 @ G 90 WE By WITHWO EwWIHBL WO
g@emw Bwe? 2023-2025 s ne Gross Official
Reserves ®» @18 @060w® D880 Besc?

There seems to be a trend of domestic swaps
taking place, Sir. That is the reason why, for the
protection of the country, I am asking this.

2. Gross Official Reserves 882¢0 00x7 g SedmdodOm
BeHwn eIy

(@) oY wBn (YOremw w1 OSW® BHOedew) -
081 ewedm Onfe, mypewrs ®RWB/CsT
sp)e? Is it real gold or gold paper?

(b) o> e DE» amP Beodn Yo OFO;

(c) SDR 88m®;

(d) IMF eso8m edSomcs;

() Beda swaps - gy §iE, E B&0D, uBenn
25y 0 838 Boe®;

() odBs swaps - yremw, e BD, e
BBe® emseds v Swe®.

Sir, I am asking this question on purchase
price and sale price because we see hot
money being used to show that there are
reserves being created in the country. So,
that phenomenon needs to be clarified.
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Sir, I am asking about the swap between the
buying price and the selling price because the only
money that the Central Bank makes is by dealing
with the Government.
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There is a loss of about US Dollars 3 billion. So,
the Government could use the foreign exchange as
well as the revenue that would come from within.
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Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
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report.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, Standing Order No. 92(2)(a) states, I
quote:

"A member may in any proceedings question whether proper
procedures have been or are being followed by making a point of
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(The Hon. Speaker)

& point of Order O e%0ed8, ©o @3B 0.

Next, the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman. You have six
minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, shall we move onto the
Debate?
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Yes, why not?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

There are only three minutes remaining. You have
been given only six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you have finished more than
half of your allotted time now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Muyjibur Rahuman, you have only two more
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, your time is over now.
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you have exhausted your
extra time also.
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

©0; Bewdss »Onemn®B, 91(a) ©» 9l(c) Bem
B0 Bewdn omedd An®ed dme e
WO, ©O; Bewdess ®OIBNIDROB, #BHO® ©wed
GB®» mOGNOEY Bw® & Do owldznd »ned
wIsNEO 928us oI APeed. viB, O S8y
D0 DR N HOOD N HwedD Bt B »HOR gud 8wy
edxtm 8ID Yol Im BOGE @mosim Bece a8
DONBDR@e0sT 9EED. Em 8D Yoed mwr. dJ
Bewdo 91 (¢) wder ©® 0® RN Buresy. s wy
Pedt) ovw gud gdCKe Oy IR »HOOEHY
2OBTnenw DO, WNHEB ©® miemw 9 BexIm
OBE, ©6 Bewids »Oisnemn®B. 00 Ped msimed
SH»OES gugen ylocews. gud dend® gdEie DOD
03w ©® gBewl® mIHD1. YOO BHO OB BwW(o, Yoz
883800057 Hosmo WYL BB E @@ BIB).

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryfl@ LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, we will move onto the next speaker.
Next, the Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama. You have ten

minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Hon. Members, I would have to
expunge any unacceptable words from Hansard.

Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama, you may continue.
Sorry for the interruption.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You
have 11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne. You
have 11 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne - Deputy

Minister of Mass Media)
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“lI had a chance to meet with the community affected by
"Ditwah" and see that people remain strong,..."

"I also am very impressed by how the Government stepped
forward, quickly and decisively. We, at the IMF, were able to
provide emergency financing of over US Dollars 200 million, which
came in very timely. So, these communities are not to bear alone the
pain of what has happened to them."

"Indeed, Sri Lanka has had quite a challenge in the last decade."

"Now, we have a tremendous opportunity for the country. I
think for the first time, there is a Government that is trusted by the
people and is doing their part to gain that trust. I want to say from
our experience, one, in a short time Sri Lanka regained
macroeconomic and financial stability. Inflation was 70%, now is
down to 2%. Growth was negative, now we have about 5% growth."

"I also saw in the President and in the members of the
Government, genuine interest in the well-being of people. And I
know that success comes when the country is united. This
Government is working so hard to achieve that.”
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member, what brings you to your feet?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You can raise it as a matter of Privilege in the House,
Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Listen to me, Hon. Member. I know your concern.
You can bring it up as a matter of Privilege.

Next, the Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.
You have seven minutes and your time starts now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana. You have
ten minutes.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda
do now take the Chair.
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The international community is now looking at Sri
Lanka with a renewed sense of trust. As global
institutions like the World Bank and the IMF have
recently highlighted, Sri Lanka is finally moving towards
governance with integrity and fiscal transparency. This
Government led by our President is not just about
bringing policy, but also about honesty and unity. For the
first time, we have bridged the gap between the people
and the administration. When nations like India and
Pakistan show their solidarity through trade and sports, it
is a global certificate for our country’s stability and
safety. We have transformed from a country in crises to a
nation with potential, proving that where there is
transparency, there is progress. This is not just the
Government, this is people’s power in action.
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Blsevrung, (h.u. 5455, vrgrepwspw 2026 Gluimeur] 19,
alwmpsalpsmw gp.or. 9.30 wewnt] euswr sps5lemeuss s L g).

It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.45 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 19th February, 2026.

y@HORO Banm 8Enoy
QT % E1hd @) 6T(LDHBHICLPeV allewL a6
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

1970-2025 ¢=500 D&% § O o e e
quen: dednd
1970-2025 suewr @)L bOLHD L GlETensVSH6T
LHMID LITeSIE) 6U6ITL|6RTT6F FLDLISUBISGET: ailLITLD
HOMICIDES AND RAPE CASE"SF/SIEEORTED DURING 1970-2025:

1845/2026

l.oc; ¢8=F 8. eselcs @wm
(orenrfl@ oedls 1F. QuBryT)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
Be® oo 89 EEeOY WOYD ¢IBHDIeOsY

e gdma - (1):

(@ (i) ©8s1970 802025 ¢ o O Dww ne &

Comed 85D 418 OB $30m5) 63061500
(i) ©® mew ne 8 @B &8 e BI3sY
83002508
ot O DEBw ex)D 05T 05T Daewsy EeIBEene
@535 O @OV e300 ¢IDTesIe?

(a0) ovvdee5®, S &xie?
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[06 a8 8. esebc @wmn]

@un’g,}mé;&;sﬁ UTgISTLiL LoMHmILD LTI TEMHLOGIT M
I VIUDSEET Y ewdFFenTd CHL L aflerT:
(@) (@) 1970 @argaip 2025 suswyuflevres speuGeuri
QMTIgVID  FevBismasuiley @)L b6 LHmysiTaT
" Glsremsvgerlssr 6T6BOT6 1563 5
WrGH6sTLIEN HULD;

(ii) Gupug  sreliuGguilenst @)L GLHmisiTer
Liredlusy QUETTL|6WITIT 61 F FLbLIsumBIGH6rT6oT
6TEUTeNs 1 d6m 5 WITO)HEITLIEH S ULD;

e eurfluwrs GeusuGauprs Sjeui (@)FFemLid@,
opledliumyr?

(o) B)et18mev, ey6r?

asked the Minister of Public Security and
Parliamentary Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of homicides reported in Sri
Lanka from 1970 to 2025; and

(i) the number of rape cases reported during
the said period;

for each year, separately?
(b) Ifnot, why?

@G g»Ye el Pwm (dw¥m Fgolem w©®
888059 mOYD ¢Pimsn®)

(orevor Ll yeorhs alGmurey - QUITEHILEST LTEISHTLIL
LHMID UTTTEHLOSTD EPIGUGISBET OeWLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security
and Parliamentary Affairs)

(a) (i) oon fedsn Daed (i) B 08z e

.
(i) oo» Eedn Dyed (iii) Bo® 8
¢SO0 .
oo | DTT | e i
1970 845 166
1971 1,194 140
1972 * *
1973 1,028 2,011
1974 960 191
1975 969 238
1976 990 244
1977 1,261 284
1978 1,088 383
1979 911 275
1980 893 229

990

1981 1,020 262
1982 1,089 267
1983 1,426 241
1984 1,449 277
1985 1,693 294
1986 1,672 274
1987 1,997 277
1988 4173 291
1989 8,127 373
1990 1,985 369
1991 1,561 374
1992 1,423 371
1993 1,286 386
1994 1,336 518
1995 1,614 542
1996 1,775 716
1997 1,851 909
1998 1,919 1,076
1999 1,801 1,309
2000 1,711 1,202
2001 1,576 1,283
2002 1,347 1,247
2003 1,310 1,371
2004 1,377 1,432
2005 1,221 1,540
2006 2,045 1,463
2007 1,663 1,397
2008 1,488 1,582
2009 958 1,624
2010 745 1,854
2011 707 1,870
2012 646 2212
2013 586 2,181
2014 548 2,008
2015 476 2,033
2016 502 2,036
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2017 452 1,732
2018 489 1,792
2019 479 1,779
2020 464 1,953
2021 521 1,977
2022 559 1,986
2023 573 1,925
2024 555 2,019
2025 536 1,959

* 208 ne 908 omnusiusImd  Dimddens
odneds’ 1972 dbved cFm Dibme eFamond

OB,

(a0) ©> e E.

(<) () Fps  sTeRTLILBD L susnewrullet  (ii)yd

Blredlsd @M Liul Bsireng,.
(i) Fps  STemTiLGD UL susmewruiler  (iil)yLd
Blredlev @Ml (Heirergi.
oL 4 Liredluisd
... | oevseflsit QUGHTL|6WTIT6)
UG ) | Gorenis | sreimenfidens
o (i) (i)
1970 845 166
1971 1194 140
1972 * *
1973 1028 2011
1974 960 191
1975 969 238
1976 990 244
1977 1261 284
1978 1088 383
1979 911 275
1980 893 229
1981 1020 262
1982 1089 267
1983 1426 241
1984 1449 277
1985 1693 294
1986 1672 274
1987 1997 277
1988 4173 291

992

1989 8127 373
1990 1985 369
1991 1561 374
1992 1423 371
1993 1286 386
1994 1336 518
1995 1614 542
1996 1775 716
1997 1851 909
1998 1919 1076
1999 1801 1309
2000 1711 1202
2001 1576 1283
2002 1347 1247
2003 1310 1371
2004 1377 1432
2005 1221 1540
2006 2045 1463
2007 1663 1397
2008 1488 1582
2009 958 1624
2010 745 1854
2011 707 1870
2012 646 2212
2013 586 2181
2014 548 2008
2015 476 2033
2016 502 2036
2017 452 1732
2018 489 1792
2019 479 1779
2020 464 1953
2021 521 1977
2022 559 1986
2023 573 1925
2024 5565 2019
2025 536 1959
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[0St @amsie Bedeoc @wma] 2001 1576 1283
2002 1347 1247
¥ Falled Blevailus Q& mhgefliiLimesr @LpBlemev
sryenTors, 1972910 o604 DESTOT HreyLl LGleydssir 2003 1310 1371
TG SS LM, 2004 1377 1432
(=) TDLIEDL WIS
. . . .. 2005 1221 1540
(a) (i) Indicated in column (ii) of the table below.
(i) Indicated in column (iii) of the table below. 2006 2045 1463
Year No. of No. of Rape 2007 1663 1397
(i) Homicides (ii) Cases (iii)
1970 845 166 2008 1488 1582
1971 1194 140 2009 958 1624
1972 % % 2010 745 1854
1973 1028 2011 2011 707 1870
1974 960 191 2012 646 2212
1975 969 238 2013 586 2181
1976 990 244 2014 548 2008
1977 1261 284 2015 476 2033
1978 1088 383 2016 502 2036
1979 911 275 2017 452 1732
1980 893 229 2018 489 1792
1981 1020 262 2019 479 1779
1982 1089 267 2020 464 1953
1983 1426 241 2021 521 1977
1984 1449 277 2022 559 1986
1985 1693 294 2023 573 1925
1986 1672 274 2024 555 2019
1987 1997 277 2025 536 1959
1988 4173 291 *  Due to the turbulent situation prevailing in
1989 2127 373 the Island, data records for the year 1972 had
not been documented.
1990 1985 369 (b)  Does not arise.
1991 1561 374
DDOHO edDrIRB 8y DG eINT e 8w OB
1992 1423 371 00€R8): SedmS
1993 1286 386 &FTHTS CHAUTOWSSINGHF CIFTHSLOTET Hmbid
BENEBSHET LOHMILD FBISL QT KL 6T eflLiyid
1994 1336 S18 JEWELLERY AND GOLD ITEMS IN CUSTODY OF
KATARAGAMA DEWALAYA: DETAILS
1995 1614 542
1846/2026
1996 1775 716
2.06; ¢8F 8. eselc ®vm
1997 1851 909 (wrairLfl g Hefls 1F. QuBryT)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
1998 1919 1076 RERGHSAR $o8m o) otz »OGD
1999 1801 1309 2@ @ensy gy ydmae - (1):
(a) (i) »2000 oddcw ©wn @OSeawdes w»
2000 1711 1202 2o 057 ©eBOE w®ySen Smosy AT
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(CFRISION 71N

(i) o® LEmwcsm wdOPSmewsy ewd
@m0 e O® ed 8O ®wid 20D
©wisENDE eluns 8 Bedc;

(i) oo 50, 9O O e edsiedBe em=
0T8O B OO wewr eonm B Bwdd
©®10a¢;

(iv) ©® o) woedd) DHRO wew FHOOB®
BB geder mOm HLedcs »OeE;

WY O @O w5 ¢ esIe?
(20) eeEd 5O, & OxYe?

UsSH FTFQT, Foul  LOOMID  SOTFTT  I6VSHET

I FFmTeH CHL L allert:

(o) () sdiarws CaurwsSnEs CFTHSLOTET Shis
[bEMEBEHT LDHMILD 6T6MEITIW HhidsL GLIT(HL_seflssr
QLTSS BlewMD WTH] 6THTLIEN SHUJLD;

(i) Cupuy PSS SBIG  HOEHEVETILD
VNG @m  uGSeww  allbusver  GClFiig)
FewLsasl QUMb  BlFeww  YIFETHISSSL 1D
W SWETILILIGM 5 TesT GuirFen el w mesTm)

(LPp&ITemeU&HBLILIL_(D6GTOTS T 6TEITLIEH S IU|LD;

(i) ousurGmesilev, Cuhuiy FmiIsL CUTHL Sewer
TGSl aflhusmer CFiiujbaisnr jeunewmLI
UTSISTLOILTS WaUSSIS OEDOYET ES A
CuHOIEHTET(HSTOrT  BL UG HEMBBET — WTEHE
STEOTLIEN S IU|LD;

(iv) Gupuyg sist  Qurmlssmer  ailhLsner
QFpyEuIr@L @l Weatupm o sCsAsbgHismer
ULPl(LPEDMD WITG) 6TEITLIENSW|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLid@ Smlalliiryr?

(=) B)HTCmeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the aggregate weight of jewellery and other
gold items currently in the custody of the
Kataragama Dewalaya;

(i) whether a proposal has been made to sell all
or part of the jewellery and remit the
proceeds to the Government;

(iii) if so, the measures taken to ensure the
security of the gold items until an auction is
conducted; and

(iv)  the method proposed to be followed for the
sale of the gold items?
(b)  Ifnot, why?
OG0  (39D8s) BB @BE ocwemd Owm

2026 05018 18 996

(Bdmssy, go8xm ©w wwdmaBm D»OYD

¢@am1m &)

(wrewryll@g  (swrTpld) anlaflgin  seaflv  CFCerall -

LSSFTFT, FLOW LOPMILD HOTEFTT S VIUVBET S[eDLOFEFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)

(@) () Bons B8sY yesh w6 @B SOEenwdes vo
2o 057 HIeIOR wdyben Inost BJ
9® 3,201 2. (e®® O5Y voedt) I BOnsT
B85 Sy o WHOOO® EdDICHEO Ko
WOB B¢ 9 80 edIDEO VI LD,
9 908 BBed® o wiedd 0O
DEBNE O @EIBIOD WOB) B¢ VITIR ©D.)

(i) @D, Snen O WBHCHO edDrRed DLBNWE
BEe®Ddw 88z OB 9 B 988w m»d
@B Y oo & wewr am®@Be e 8
@50,

(i) o wiedd) odfedd BEOO oOeom
Bogmwn 005 @50@m. 0¥ wiedt) gosmiwo
WO OBO wewr g0 sOFDeoOD BB
0@ pOedew amP O WIedDEY
0B Eo D DB @ed
OB @wdy qom 558 mte »6 ¢
gm0 @B8 05 wedd) edDE mbwiced
208D euddyed msien »S ¢».

(iv) ©® D 80 g Boerns ens 0O 1m.
(40) acog @z0ed.

(o) () ussissT SrewllbemBTs cuPBISUSTOT Hhi%h
OLLITERTHISET LHMID 6TewedTI SHbisl GlLmHL
sefler QrEss smis Bewm 3,201 Symid =y, @Lb.
(Cupuly Smisl CUITHLSST LESTHeTlesTTeL
(haUeay| WHT SHFlisrwd  CheureowsSSn @
STEGmSWTS  eupBISLLL (HeTer  LHMILD

UL iy Hefled

LIeTSHenS SBDHMIDELITE Shisl LTl serTe

2 GUTIg LISV @)Ll (peirer
@enmisrenriul B0 ugley  CEFinuliu’ (Hsirer
QuITHL_SemTELD.)

(i) <o, HaDEEm WET SSTETLD CHeuTevwGSlssT
e Bleo@ouflesrmev S|M6U T TesT

FTUNsSEOUL (HeTerGUTSeYIb

@BIuewr  HBDE& ~ YBESTILD  CUPBIGL

uL_aflsbems.

GarhaHenas

(il) smsl  Qurmlsmer gzl  allhuenes
QFlieughH @ @)giIuenT Siomrerid GnH6lsmsirarts
UL aflebensy. SmisL QUITHL BEDOTL LITGISTS
S15CHTTUSDHETE  THoBaTCo  Guemtlourts
LBEITD 6uLpeHLOWITEST (LPeDMHUNWIEVISHE S{6w LW
Suisl Qurplsealld @B UG @vniens
euBiElullest SFliamon  Sewearulls) LTSI
Qevrdsi @evsasd 55@)s0 eweuliyd Gl
UL (eTengLest, 6TEehFW  SmisL  GLITHL 6T
CaHoureuwISHlesT  YIUVBEBD  LITGISTLIL
Qevrdsiflsd sweuriyd GlEinuliug_ (Hsieres.

S|6U6U T TEsT &TLomesTLD

(iv)  @)sisuemir

Gun6lssreriiLi_ailsensy.

(=) Py wgsTHI
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[0St (g0008) BBE® 9BE ewend @vmo]

(a)

(b)

(1) The total gold weight of the jewellery and
other gold articles that had been offered by
the devotees is 3,201 grams.

(These are gold items that had been offered
by the devotees to the Ruhunu Maha
Kataragama Dewalaya and those that had
been placed in tribute boxes and identified
as gold items during the removal of money
and had been included in documents.)

(i) Yes, the Basnayake Nilame of Ruhunu
Maha Kataragama Dewalaya has submitted
such a request, but no approval has been
given for that till now.

No decision has been taken to auction the
gold items yet. According to the normal
procedure for protecting gold items, part of
the gold items had been deposited in safe
No. 55 of the Kataragama Branch of Bank
of Ceylon and the rest of the gold items had
been deposited in the safe at the Office of
the Dewalaya.

(iif)

No such decision has been taken till now.

(iv)

Not relevant.

2015-2025 ¢899 CIABOC @©» §¢o 016 &8

e BELB8sY: Sdns

2015 - 2025 suewy CIABOC3s @ afl Qeildasiinil L

Cumredle o SHFCUWITHSSHTH6T. ailLirid

POLICE OFFICERS RELEASED TO CIABOC DURING 2015-2025:

DETAILS

1847/2026

3. 06 ¢85 8. eveld ®vm
(orewryflg oedlg F. QuBryT)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

[Olatsta)

@0 em % 208Ee®nIn

DOWD

2@ @eesy gy yame - (1):

(®

(a)

(80

D&w 2015 80 2025 ¢a¥or e owd ceen 0dIesyn
B08®5) @Bw5T 5D wewo § Cowo ewBBw S8sY
o 910 @B 088 BEWB5Y o500 Oz O DBBws
350 005y 0] Dnews’ emBOTE WEID OB
@OV w0 ¢BIOsTenIe?

(i) 2026 95z wew aScs ewd cwen eddesyn
Bo8ay emBust wwid B85 oFce @B
@08t BEDBBT 6002500 0@ end;

(i) & am® g0 Goo WG @B e BERBsY
23001500 @2IBO ¢,

(i) ©Besy wvwed MO ®cwr ©iWeen
Bedsieod Buws 085 0 ¢slesie;
(iv) oo »O, 9® Buw Buwde® wep 0m CID

8wdo mdedc;
@I O 0O wwdd ¢BIDsIesIE?
emdes O, & Onve?

QuUITgILDd 56T
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UTGISTLIL LHMILD LTI THLOGTD

I|VIUDSHT Y endFFenTd Gl L aflerT:

(=)

(=)

@)

asked

2015 Qsrigasn 202550 <y amHeusnr @)sVEhFLd
SIVVG| 29rps) LPMI FITTHSHIHEVHENETLI L{GUSSTITLiI6Y
QFIUSDHTRT DY EEsITd & LLIDEHTH

Qumelleiv  aflPallggisiter  Guredllev o $HCwiTss

B)evniens

Sirserledr 6T6uT650T 1660 &6 Wi perheumflimrs

QeusuGaupras joui @)FFemLidb@ Plafliimyr?

(i) 2026410 eWTIYDHBETS  BVEHFD VLS
oarips) LIDWIW  FTTSBHISVHMETL  LIGUSTTIISY
QFlleugDHHTRT Y ewenTdh@ipallermsy  Csmye

Gumedlerv

6TGUTENS 163 WIMTG| 6T6ITLIGN B |LD;

uL_(heirer 2 $HCWITsHSES T Herlesr

(i) osmaewww  FHGUTEH  alPaldssiiul (BHsirer
Qurederv o GHCWITHSSTHaflshr sTeTenildbends
WITG) 6TETLIENS WLLD;

(i) <emenTH@GUpallsdT LIsNTlHEHESTEOT  LeVTTIIR

UMD T @GHemMm

Bleveyausn g SWleuTIT 6T6TLIENSW|LD;

2 G3ICUITE S T (615 T6vT

(iv)  =Gwesflev,
[AEHEYEHIG
WITEN6) 6TEITLIEHSW|LD;

plouiisg)

BL_6)19 &6 &HH6T

SILILMHMTEHGHM M I

sT(H&&LILI(HILD

Ui @)dFFewLd@ Smlalliiuryr?

@B, srein?

the Minister of Public Security and

Parliamentary Affairs :

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House of the number of
police officers released by the Sri Lanka Police to
the Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption in each year from 2015 to
2025, separately?

Will he also inform this House -

(1) the number of police officers requested by
the Commission to Investigate Allegations
of Bribery or Corruption for the year 2026;

(i) the number of police officers released to the
Commission thus far, accordingly;

(iii)  whether he is aware that there is a shortage

of investigation officers required to execute

functions of the Commission; and

(iv) if so, the steps that are being taken to

address the said shortage?

If not, why?
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@G qp»5Ye Sedwie Pwm (dw¥m FgoWem w©®
388083 mOYD ¢ ®)
(oreryllg perhs allC@mure - QUTGIWdSST UTESTLIL
LHMILD LITTTEHLOTM )6P]616VS5 6T @,mwa'rm’r)
(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security
and Parliamentary Affairs)
(@
35) GoWB Bew DEsw
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
01 ©5.080.8. - 1 1 1 - - 1 1 1 1 1
02 0.05.0850.8. - - - - 1 - - - - - -
03 ©0.8. - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - -
04 0.080.8. - - 1 1 - - - - - - -
05 £3.929.8. - 1 3 2 2 1 4 4 3 3 5
06 %0.83.080.8. - 1 - - - - - - - - -
07 8.00.8. 11 12 5 5 4 13 10 11 10 9 7
08 ©0.33. 12 12 12 12 19 14 15 15 16 13 17
09 %0.©2.85. - - - - - 1 - - 1 1 1
10 &.080.8. 23 23 23 23 33 32 33 32 35 29 27
11 .. @80.8. 1 2 2 2 4 7 8 6 13 12 10
12 C.00.85./550005 1 1 1 1 1 1 - - - - -
13 ©0.657. 50 50 43 43 41 41 56 70 67 70 84
14 0. 009.61. 10 9 11 11 9 9 13 15 13 12 10
15 ©0.070. 54 51 63 63 53 43 49 48 41 41 58
16 20.©850.07N. 29 29 17 17 22 19 21 15 17 17 16
17 ©@0.67.8. 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 4 4 4
18 ©0.02%.8. 6 6 5 5 6 4 3 3 5 5 6
OWnd 198 200 189 189 198 187 216 223 226 217 246
(@) () Bceddwesd058. @ 2026.01.30 - Beacwes? 018
® o uBem - 01 ® oI co el e - 01
® o8 el s8Fem - 03 (iii) acE @z0ed.
® Yo o 0wl elen - 01 (iv) @ere 05060,
(i) <+ 2026.01.14 - Beadwsy 038. (@) @ oond.
® B Bt wm - 01
(@) G o 00EE s8Fuw - 02
Qs r.@)ev. Srib QI(HL_LD
2015 2016 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 2025
01 A.Qur.y. - 1 1 1 - - 1 1 1 1 1
02 Qu.d.Cur. 9. - - - - 1 - - - - - -
03 Qur.y. - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - -
04 Qu.CuT. 3. - - 1 - - - - - - -
05 o .QuT.S). - 1 3 2 2 1 4 4 3 3 5
06 Gu.2_.Qur.). - 1 - - - - - - - - -
07 N.Qum.u. 11 12 5 5 4 13 10 11 10 9 7
08 Quimr.u. 12 12 12 12 19 14 15 15 16 13 17
09 Qu.Qumr.u. - - - - - 1 - - 1 1 1
10 o .Qum.u. 23 23 23 23 33 32 33 32 35 29 27
11 Qu.e_.Qum.u. 1 2 2 2 4 7 8 6 13 12 10
12 2-@um.u./ 1 1 1 1 1 1 - - - - -
Curd@eaursg
13 Qum.gm. 50 50 43 43 41 41 56 70 67 70 84
14 Qu.Qur.&. 10 9 11 11 9 9 13 15 13 12 10
15 Qumr.sm. 54 51 63 63 53 43 49 48 41 41 58
16 Qu.Qumr.smr. 29 29 17 17 22 19 21 15 17 17 16
17 Qurm.gr./Fryg 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 4 4 4
18 Qumr.sr./Fryd 6 6 5 5 6 4 3 3 5 5 6
OlordgLo 198 200 189 189 198 187 216 223 226 217 246
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[0St @amsie Bedeoc @wma]

@) () ofsrhssr 05 Guile : (®) (@) 05 officers.

o Quredsiv LNGsTEsT .01 e Inspector of Police - 01
* o 1 Quredsv LNGsTEHsT - 03 e Sub-Inspector of Police - 03
®  Quewr 2 1 Quredsiv ufliGsrgasi - 01 e Woman Sub-Inspector - 01
(i) [ 2026.01.14 - oyfsrhssr 03 Guiled : of Police
®  Qurslev ufNGeTgsi - 01 (i) 14.01.2026 - 03 officers
* 2 uGurslev ufGsrgst - 02 e Inspector of Police - 01
o 2026.01.30- oyl 01GuLe: e Sub-Inspector of Police - 02
* Guere-u Qurele ufiGsmpst - 01 30.01.2026 - 01 officer
(i) Ibum s e  Woman Sub-Inspector - 01
) opymrusp of Police

Gaeirall .
(@) Gasirall etiprs (iii)  Not applicable.

(iv) Not applicable.

(¢) Does not arise.

(@)
S;r(ie.il Rank Year
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

01 SSp - 1 1 1 - - 1 1 1 1 1
02 WSSP - - - - 1 - - - - - -
03 SP - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - -
04 WSP - - 1 1 - - - - - - -
05 ASP - 1 3 2 2 1 4 4 3 3 5
06 WASP - 1 - - - - - - - - -
07 CI 11 12 5 5 4 13 10 11 10 9 7
08 P 12 12 12 12 19 14 15 15 16 13 17
09 WIP - - - - - 1 - - 1 1 1
10 SI 23 23 23 23 33 32 33 32 35 29 27
11 WSI 1 2 2 2 4 7 8 6 13 12 10
12 SI/Transport 1 1 1 1 1 1 - - - - -
13 PS 50 50 43 43 41 41 56 70 67 70 84
14 WPS 10 9 11 11 9 9 13 15 13 12 10
15 PC 54 51 63 63 53 43 49 48 41 41 58
16 WPC 29 29 17 17 22 19 21 15 17 17 16
17 PS/Driver 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 4 4 4
18 PC/Driver 6 6 5 5 6 4 3 3 5 5 6

Total 198 200 189 189 198 187 216 223 226 217 246
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@) @TCmev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Public Security and
Parliamentary Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(b)

@

(ii)

(iif)

the number of shootings reported in Sri
Lanka in each year from 2020 to 2025;

the number of deaths and injuries resulting
from the said shootings during that period,
separately; and

the steps taken by the Sri Lanka Police to
control these shooting incidents and the
progress made therein?

Will he also inform this House -

@

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

whether he is aware that the building in
which the Bandaragama Police Station is
maintained is old and dilapidated;

whether he acknowledges that there is a
need for a modern building with facilities
for the said police station;

whether a building plan has been prepared
to improve the Bandaragama Police
premises;

if so, the expected cost thereof;
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(v) whether a study has been conducted
regarding the possibility of constructing an
official quarters complex within the
Bandaragama Police premises to address
the need for official quarters;

(vi) if not, whether steps will be taken to
conduct a study in this regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Year Number of shootings

2020 36

2021 37

2022 93

2023 111

2024 99

2025 140

(ii)

(iif)
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Year Number of Number of
deceased injured persons
persons

2020 20 16

2021 22 19

2022 68 53

2023 56 73

2024 64 50

2025 65 68

During the past period, shootings were
reported among criminal groups, organized
criminal network, drug smugglers and
among several parties over personal
reasons and the Sri Lanka Police has
initiated a number of practical programmes
including  instant  operations  and
intelligence surveillance processes utilizing
new technology within the prevailing legal
framework to safeguard law and order in
the Island. In line with the concept
“Ratama FEkata” by the President and as
per instructions by the Hon. Minister of
Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs
and the Secretary to the Ministry, the Sri
Lanka Police has taken the following
measures to combat shootings and other
crimes in the Island:

1. Identification of main reasons for

shootings - T

1. Conflicts and disputes
organized criminal groups.

among

. Drug smuggling and loan issues.
. Illegal possession of firearms.

. Personal and family disputes.

W\ AW

. Crimes coordinated remotely by
foreign criminal networks.

2. Special operations
operations

e Special joint operations targeting
organized criminals.

and search

e Improving night patrols, emergency
vehicle inspections and checkpoint
operations.

e Special search operations targeting
suspects, criminal networks and
their connections.

e An emergency motorcycle squad
was created with the Police Special
Task Force and the Police. (This
includes officers who were given
special motorcycle training on quick
arrest of criminals).
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6.

Legal actions were taken to identify road
maps, hiding places and hidden weapon
storages of criminals. Joint operations
among divisional police stations, special
units and intelligence units are carried
out.

. Raid and recovery of illegal firearms

e Operations to search suspicious
places, houses, vehicles and weapon
storages.

e Recovery of illegal firearms, bullets
and relevant instruments.

e Taking legal action after identifying
weapons supply and distribution
networks.

This is aimed at reducing illegal
weapons sharing by criminals and
distribution in the country.

. Collecting intelligence data

Instructions are given constantly through
weekly virtual discussions with all the
officers in charge of divisions, officers in
charge of districts, officers in charge in
order to review progress and combat
organized crime.

e Collection of information related to
criminals through crime intelligence
units.

e Inspection of activities of organized
criminal groups.

e Analysis of connections of criminal
association networks.

Ability to identify plans of shootings
earlier through intelligence data based
operations.

. Obtaining public support

o Initiating special programmes and
telephone services to obtain public
information.

e Strengthening Community Police
service.

e Ensuring the confidentiality of
individuals who provide information
and awarding financial gifts.

Ability to identify suspects and criminal
plans through public support.

Taking special measures against
organized crime operatives

e Establishment of regional special
crime investigation bureaus.

e Establishment of the Central Crime
Investigation Bureau on 04.09.2025.
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o Creating scientific methods to arrest
criminals and their groups through
registering them in the Central
Crime Investigation Range and
Crime Reports Division is
underway.

e Arresting organized crime groups
and their main networks.

e Providing legal assistance to
expedite court actions.

e Analysing properties, cash flow and
crime income.

This is aimed at weakening the financial
capacity of criminals and combating
criminal network as a long-term action.

. Curbing drug smuggling and other

crimes in prisons

e The Special Police Task Force has
been deployed in prisons to raid
drugs and mobile phones, which are
a cause for drug smuggling and
other criminal offences carried out
from prisons.

e The Central Crime Investigation
Range, in relation to 17 prisons in
the Island, carry out a task with
police officers through operations
such as questioning at prisons,
obtaining intelligence information
and recovering telephones.

. Usage of technical appliances

e Usage of CCTV camera systems
and town observation systems.

o Usage of electronic systems to
identify vehicle numbers.

e Analysis of telephone data,
communication and digital
information.

It was easy to identify road maps,
meeting places and crime plans of
suspects, using the facial recognition
system at Katunayake International
Airport.

1. Image capture

2. Face detection

3. Feature extraction

4. Comparison

It is easy to identify criminals through
this new technology. The relevant data
system is maintained by the Crime
Report Division.

The Sri Lanka Police has currently
initiated a system to curb and combat
shootings and underworld activities in
Sri Lanka.
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(b) (i) The Bandaragama Police Station was
established on 01.01.1948, taken over by
the Sri Lanka Police on 30.01.1959 and

renovations were made.

Administrative building, barracks and other
office buildings are maintained in the police
station premises. The roof of administration
building has totally been renovated and
barracks and lavatory system, too, are under
renovation. There are 58 officers attached to
this police station and the prevailing space
is adequate for those officers.

(i) Yes.

Relevant preliminary activities have now
been carried out to construct a new
complete building, instead of the prevailing
building in the police station.

(iii) The Central Engineering Consultancy
Bureau - CECB - was appointed as the
consulting agency of this project and
approval was granted for architectural plans
submitted by the institution.

(iv) The consulting agency was informed to
prepare new estimates as per those plans
and the cost estimate has not yet been
finalized.

(v) Yes.

e Necessary plans were prepared for a
complete police complex including
administration building, barracks and
married officers’ quarters for the
Bandaragama Police Station. Basic
activities for the construction of this
police station had been completed in
2021 and as per the Cabinet Decision on

Public Expenditure review dated
02.09.2022, it was instructed to
temporarily suspend  the  new

constructions which were not started.
Also, as per 03(i) of National Budget
Circular No. 03/2022 dated 26.04.2022,
it was informed to temporarily suspend
“all the projects to be initiated and
procurement activities for purchase of
goods or work for implementation of
project” and as per National Budget
Circular No. 04/2023 dated 26.04.2022,
constructions have been limited and it
was unable to initiate  these
constructions.

e An Action Plan was prepared to initiate,
according to priority, the new
construction projects suspended
temporarily as above. This project is also
included in it and it is due to finalize
construction within the 2026-2028
medium-term time frame.

(vi) Not applicable.

(¢)  Does not arise.
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The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Minister of Justice
and National Integration requested for three weeks’ time
to reply to Question No. 05 - 1849/2026 - raised by the
Hon. Ajith P. Perera appearing in today's Order Paper.
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CONSTRUCTION OF PELPOLA INTERCHANGE: CURRENT
STATUS
1850/2026
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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Sjeui @) dFFemLid@ Smlalliimyr?

(=) GsrCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

)

)

(M

whether he is aware that the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Infrastructure and
Strategic Development, at its meeting held
on 11.12.2025, decided that the
construction work of the Pelpola
Interchange of the Southern Expressway
that has been suspended should be
completed to ensure continuous supply of
goods and services to the areas within the
Millaniya Divisional Secretary's Division of
Kalutara District, which are constantly
affected by floods;

whether he accepts that the people of
Millaniya, Kalutara North and
Bulathsinhala areas currently lack adequate
access to the Southern Expressway; and

the steps that have been taken to complete
construction of the Pelpola Interchange,
which has been stopped halfway?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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(i) Aware that the matter was discussed at the
Sectoral ~ Oversight ~Committee  on
Infrastructure and Strategic Development
held on 11.12.2025.

(i) No.

o The people of Millaniya, Kalutara North
and Bulathsinhala can access the

expressway network through the
Gelanigama and Dodangoda
Interchanges.

e People of Bulathsinhala area will also
be able to access the expressway
network  through  the  Ingiriya
Interchange on the Ruwanpura
Expressway, which is scheduled for
construction in the future.

(iii)  Not under processing at present.
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(b) Access to the expressway was required for
Millaniya Investment Zone, as proposed by the
Board of Investment of Sri Lanka and the lands
necessary for its construction were acquired based
on the Board’s provisions. The allocation of funds
for the project has now been suspended, and
consequently, no land acquisition activities are
taking place at present.
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The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of
Defence requested for two weeks’ time to reply to
Question No. 07 - 1851/2026 - raised by the Hon. Ajith P.
Perera appearing in today's Order Paper.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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