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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih - Deputy Speaker and Chair of

Committees)

Hon. Speaker, 1 present the First Report of the
Ministerial Consultative Committees for the First Session
of the Tenth Parliament.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Rathna Gamage - Deputy Minister of Fisheries,

Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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(The Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a) Will he accept that -

() water should be supplied to the farmers of
the Pottuvil and Lahugala Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions of the Ampara
District through irrigation projects; and

(i) the then governments implemented the
Heda Oya Irrigation Project in 2018, 2019
and 2020, spending Rs. 150 million, Rs. 25
million and Rs. 50 million respectively,
with the aim of supplying irrigation water to
the said farmers?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

() the present status of the said project that
was implemented with the aim of supplying
irrigation water to the farmers residing in
the above Divisional Secretaries' Divisions;
and

(i) whether steps will be taken to restart the
said project, as its implementation would
enable farmers residing in the Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions mentioned in (a)(i)
above, to use water for their agricultural
activities?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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SAUMYAMOORTHI THONDAMAN MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
AND AFFILIATED INSTITUTIONS: INCOME AND
EXPENDITURE

1465/2025
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House the-

(i) income and expenditure reports for the
period from the year 2020 to the year 2024
of the institutions functioning under the
Saumyamoorthi Thondaman Memorial
Foundation, separately;

(i) income details of the said Foundation for
the year 2025; and

(iii) number of times the Board of Management
of the Saumyamoorthi Thondaman
Memorial Foundation had met during the
year 2025 and the special determinations
made/decisions taken?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the current performance of the Thondaman
Vocational Training Centre in the Hatton
area;

(i) the number of students who have been
enrolled for the trainings and courses at
aforesaid centre in the year 2025; and

(iii)  whether a programme has been prepared to
generate income from the Norwood
Stadium ?

() If not, why ?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House the -

(i) number of projects that have been
implemented in the Ratnapura District
under the "Nearest School - The Best
School" Programme;

(i) number of projects that have been halted,
out of those; and

(iii) measures to be taken to re-implement those
projects?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of

Education and Higher Education)
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Ui @)dFFewLid@ mlalliimyr?

(=) B)HTCMeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Energy:

(a) Will he inform this House -

@

(i)

(iif)
@iv)

the number of small hydropower plants that
have been constructed in the Yatiyantota
and the Bulathkohupitiya Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions, separately for each
Divisional Secretary's Division;

whether legal permission has been obtained
for the construction of the said power
plants;

the capacity added to the National Grid by
each of the said power plants, separately;

whether the owners of the above-mentioned
small hydropower plants are operating the
power plants in compliance with the
agreements for the protection of the

\Y)
(vi)

1354

ecosystem and the development of the
social environment;

whether all small hydropower plants are
regulated; and

whether legal action is taken against the
owners of small hydropower plants which
do not comply with the relevant regulatory

criteria?
(b) Ifnot, why?

OGS G BwemNE O (ACHKES @15y ®0)
(oressTfl@ GLTT QWOHTLY - UNIFHS (EPLOFFIT)
(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)

@ O
HedBs eCmO® 0oty 4®rencs
wSwsiemd 08
ecTeomnB83as 05
O8ES @O Bwn HO WS ¢ am.
HnYRQ®
, . Divisional
IS\Ir(.)' Deﬁ:ﬁﬁfr $ | Project Name C(aﬁa{;}l)ty Sgrqtqry’s
ivision
1 Powerbase
Technology Wee Oya MHP [6.00
(Pvt.) Ltd.
2 Hiran Power  |Amanawala 1.00
(Pvt.) Ltd. MHP ’
3 Power
Converters Punagala MHP |3.00
(Pvt.) Ltd.
4 Aqua Jet (Pvt.) |Gonagamuwa 075
Ltd. MHP ’
5 Vidilka (Pvt.) |Berannawa .
Ltd. (Pvt.) MHP W 0.50 Yatiyanthota
6 Energy Craft |Denipalle Oya 1.00
(Pvt.) Ltd. MHP :
7 Sujala Shakthi |[Monaraella 1.80
(Pvt.) Ltd. MHP :
8 S & N Power
Kithulgala Mini|,,.
Hydro (Pvt.) Kithulgala MHP|1.00
Ltd.
9 Serandib .
Ritigaha Oya
Energy (Pvt.) MHP- 11 0.80
Ltd.
10  |Kalupahana
Power Co. ﬁa}}[uppahana 0.80
(Pvt.) Ltd.
11 |Hashakee Gangaweraliya .
Power (Pvt.) MHP 0.30 Bulathkohupitiya
Ltd.
12 |Lak Power Upper Ritigaha 064
(Pvt.) Limited. |Oya MHP )
13 |Power .
Resources ﬁﬂ%ﬁ?a Oya 0.50
(Pvt.) Ltd.
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BeBAE 8RB0 00® e S BB
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o B DOV HHYS WS HA.
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Sjeui @)dFFemus@ plaliiumrr?

(=) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the

Development:
Will he inform this House -

(@)
@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship

the extent of arable lands owned by the
Pelwatte and Sevanagala Sugar Factories of
the Lanka Sugar Company (Private)
Limited, separately;

the extent of the said lands used and not
used for cultivation purposes, separately;

whether sugar and ethanol production
activities in the said factories are taking
place at the expected level,;

the annual sugar production and sales made
by the said factories from the year 2020 up
to now;

whether he knows that sugarcane farmers
have been inconvenienced by the halt of the
process of obtaining sugarcane by the said
factories;

since it is reported that employees’ salaries
and contributions to the Employees’
Provident Fund and the Employees’ Trust
Fund are not paid by the relevant factories
properly, whether action will be taken to
overcome the said situation; and

the measures taken to ensure the proper
functioning of these factories and the proper
fulfillment of workers' rights?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House-

@

(ii)

(iif)

the total extent of land in Ragama Town
owned by the Urban Development
Authority;

whether there are unauthorized business
establishements in the said land; and

if so, the number of those?

Will he also inform this House-

)

(i)

(iif)
(iv)

™)

whether he is aware that shops have been
constructed round the Police Post located
on the land owned by the Urban
Development Authority at the starting point
of the flyover in front of the entrance of the
Colombo North Teaching Hospital;

whether the field officers of the Authority
in charge of Ragama Town informed the
Authority in  this regard at the
commencement of construction of those
shops;

if so, the steps taken in that regard;

whether the constructions have been

removed accordingly; and

if not, the measures to be taken to remove
such constructions?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment:
Will he inform this House -

(a)

@

the total area of land in Monaragala District
and out of that area, the portions owned by
the Department of Wildlife and the
Department of Forest Conservation,
separately;
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(i) such extent, as a percentage;

(iii)  the criteria applied when a certain extent of
land is brought under the purview of the
Department of Forest Conservation;

(iv) the extent of land in Monaragala District
handed over to the Divisional Secretary by
the Department of Forest Conservation in
2021;

(v) of such land, the extent that has been
released by the Divisional Secretaries on
long-term lease basis;

(vi) if so, the names of such institutions and
individuals;

(vii) within this transfer process, the extent of
land held by the "Wandama-Demaliya"
Reserve and the extent of land released to
the Divisional Secretary in the Monaragala
District, separately; and

(viii)  of the said extent of land released to the
Divisional Secretary, the extent that has
been released on lease basis?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(@ Will he inform this House with regard to the
Badulla District, the number of -
(i) co-operative outlets;
(ii) co-operative outlets operating within the
estate areas; and
(iii)  co-operative outlets closed down in the last
10 years?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that co-operative
societies have been established within the
estate areas to facilitate the construction of
houses and the provision of loans; and

(i) if so, the number of co-operative societies

operating within the estate areas in the
Badulla District?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Upali Samarasingha - Deputy Minister of Co-

operative Development)

OO DOINBHROB, eDege, Didnds, Grvrd YO8
% ©88BEIC ©3:08DD) @I EONEDST @ O® yEBWD
8ENGC A e¢mn.

(@) @eCcedFFme.

() wGumc eegnE weawsd - 2026.01.01 850

(398208 8005

e3@ez0
2.8 Bedmows 2egduiC
5renw
1 B&reBn 08 e wumo 49
&8 08T B @m
5 BOrwSn On eeddm Boes 04
0ums 8B 985 Hwrt®m
3 BresBn O 0e3Dm E 05
©@ums 888 085 Hwrt®m
OO 58

(i) Om 218D BwostOm O w@umad eegdeiE
3051500 - 2026.01.01 30,

IOISYakTe]
2. Bedmdw 2eeduiC
Hrenw
| BOesBn On eeddm B 04
©@umd 888 O8sY HwidOm
9 BresBn On 0D B 05
©Gemns 888 985 Hwid@Om
Smnd 09

(i) »uBs dDws 10 ne B Be Qumd
aegduwE om0 - (2015 80 2025 ¢2300)

OIS} S kTe]
a.q SedmSe goeduiE
Yoremwd
1 BB D8 D v§umas 163
0®B 0857 Buwir’@md Ba e
BOres8n On) 0D BDoes
2 0umd 888 O8sY HwodOmD 11
585
BDreBn On) 0802 E
3 0@umc 888 085 HwodOmO 01
58
[SEaYaT) 180

(@) (1) O 280 Bows @2RBO ww €ww EHE
eCw ©8GBIC 8oe® Bworsded WS ©BNSB
@50, On qBnd eEdwe Wom eEOmBsIO
w6 CEO wy BewnIBm wiedd) W cO»
zocd B0 On odom w@umad 6B

DOGD WSG.

(i) On @E»0 Bwdem O wEBEC weO®
@200, Y, VECE ST ws nE O A
w@umd 8B 3 wy Orn Boow w@uwad
088 63 Hword©m @d.

(a0 acg ovned.

®S; BO®T 0e3FDGHE Do

(omessTLyil@ HL_ewredr GFsLourTEl)

(The Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj)

QEearrey FUTBHTWST HeuTHGeT, 6TETEML W (LPHEVTEUS]
Cuevgls aflarTenaud Ca_gleTGmedt.

ugiemer  reul L Ggler  CHTLLiypBiisefley  9sDsV]
CariLliyphisener yauillggisrer CHBLTET Int (HMeyd
FBIGES HWLKT SLbd HTVSSHD epL i@  Blemevuilsd
OICILEETR OICESE IS
HerCmerr, Grfwevenwiifer 130 FHeSsF FLL S8153
SOWUTH 2 6Taf THHILL L HIHTHT  dn L (HDeyF
SLLewlIL VG Fnl HMeyd &L L 6wl eTaTmI. (hH

epL_Liu (Hib BTET  [HlewesTds

FhHISSH

HTVSBD 2amaUT LTHTERT FeOLUND Tl HMEY Y EOLFFTTSH
QFHFlL CBTERTL LOTET jeuider (R)HHSTH. HjouHeDLW
TS  HCpswTer Il (HDeyF
apLiul’ L et Qeueurm  epL Ol L S (HmeyF  FhisHs

FhBIHE — HHL_SH6T
SHWL&6T CsrLiurer allurBissner sT@lieuHD  STeVHSBl60
@bsF FmLSGF Fwililes wuwr? eTer BTeT GlseaTrey

Ulrd) gemwdsi geuisafl b CaL_dlerGmedr.

®G ¢ @68 Dwmo

(oressryfl@ 2 uTed FwrdBian)

(The Hon. Upali Samarasingha)

©0T OFTGROB, aFdno® oFemasy 2015 80 2025 ¢$o0
RS BE & & 0damEm MBSO goed By ©&umao,
8w ©@umc BmE YDmen OB Bw. @dl0F e
s B3O, Boammw BB @nd mdes Bwo &
8Qud OB emE Bedmdr. & amd o® edm»emO



1375 2026 #5208 23 1376

80@ewWsT ©wged BeR® emMORT D 38Be 30
10 mocw B c9® sged, ACCC SEEsmed 8 Gw
0®8 yme wesld ecsim yoOE. & amd, 8
SETE O 0D »B B0 w8Bed 1, B/ BOIES
On ofdm Bdes wumad wdBed lu, B/e ByeodcsId
O ouddm B wumd wdBed 1=, 8/s omld On
0Edm B 8umd w8Bed 1, 8/t Bwdadh On euddm
B w@umd 88Bed lu, 8/t 0died Dn eddm B
w@umad ©wd8Bed &, B/s D8R On oddm Bdw
eQumc ©8dBed 1, 8o m»voc On oLdm B
0@umd ©wd®Bed 1=, 8/ JdoCerdd On oudm Bdwws
0@umd ©wd®Bed 1, B/e oI On oLdm Bdiws
0@umnd w8Bed 1l wwn B/ vyved On ewddm Bdw
0@umd w8Bed 2 oG 0 w@umd eegduE 12
B Bedm .

®©S BO®>BT @83EDCHSE Dwmo

(omevsrLyLll@ S_ewredr GlFeveurTen)

(The Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj)

Qaerrey FurhTwsT HeuisGer, CLHHESTL L Bigaflsd
Fn L (HDeydF FBISBIGET @R WkIS] 6u(HSSTDET. HjeuDPenTL T
CariLg QarflevreriseEpddd HL 6T 6uPHISLILIHIF TD6T.
oTesfleid, emeu  @)gleueny SHewThaHTIINSE 2 L LBSHLI
uLaflsvemsv.  pHFAsv  CaTiLmiseflester gl (HmeysF
FBISBIGET WL HGW HeThasTiladsE 2 L uBSsLuBEeTmerT.

sTeaT@6, &L_65T

QULPMHI LD
FRISBIGENET  THTHTVSSD Semrdariiaydsd 2 L uBsHd),

QuBHGSTL LS  CsTiflevTaniasenhds@Hds
QuBHBSTL L Bigseflsy  @)(HEHeTn gl (HMeyd

9H6T  GMGmEmw  @)FFmuUsSGF Fwillss  (plgujwor?
eTeTLIENS  eTedTeiewL w1 @)revr_meugl Guevsls allermeurs
Qaxeryey gl oewwdai euiseaflb Coi_slerGmedr.

O BB @58 Dm0

(omevsrLfl@ 2 umred Frdlmian)

(The Hon. Upali Samarasingha)

OO DOIBNBWROB, el 8GumC dvww PO JEed
e83e  g@mmenn  @lemm, ugwy  ©wwd e
038N OT Wiy »O8 Hwdewm Oxiesd. &
B wewsy me 688, o ¥esiO  w@umd
8@ Vews’ By B, Do, I wd®adsTRewsy By
3BT BOCIBDB #DS WICE PR EWOCOB, BEI
0D ©Y PBO LD and By wOITTV ¢ O13®
BesorS 000055 ¢p8i B0 9m® w8 DD o
@I YOOTY w@BMC ©DI0 BeyBw WIR® Yo I¢ DS
Beadmds. Sedsewsy SO I¢ D1OTD ACB; DS
BRownl Beam. wem nsinwe 8857 gdrns Oafdcs o
BBO, BT 8w e BLed, OO oy v Joo
DE VCH a8 WS B, 0dBBIECH DRB DD WSSxY
EDewed »OWn DHammIewsy emMID BOFDICOD @Wi® w®H
9800 BwdBwuW greg Oid) mOgn 8¢ 00O Ben
00O ©8A Wi DS BedmDo.

g5 edfd 0 OO ©Ed 00 ODmeO se
0@umnd 0ddm 088y ©wwd wO® wWwdd WIBY
83501, 858w meed I¢ D19 BIey BwE w@umd
00TV WY 5D 88 vent 8D, Svenmrwesy DOEI
©® ggcide ne & ©8@umd BB g @WORLY 2 O® e®Id)
B0, 8O @eed Gt OB D® BB® wewory ®OYD
DO, & ©O OG0 BursIm @B8, e® gfcide

2dwsy Omemd Sedvews’ Dnpmied Bedm w§emd
688 wew Sode DO MmO, & w88 w®ITIVO
Bwed §ay @il BOAE mOR, & D1de Bode BF©D
3Des ®OWH WO8sY D BB Wo» DO ELEIBTE
o 0.

OO DOIBTINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm aom 10 -1784/2025- (1), ©d; 083 edend

Owm0 - [wen obvws ne 3».]
@0 DO®.
g@m gow 8 -1677/2025- (1), ©6 2B @m0 B IS,

O DEOw Bed&Bow Owm

(oressryfl@ siwiifu alGmdnian)

(The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe)

B0 DONIBROB, ©F VBB O OIEnSw
R EDsT & OO yEm®W gns .

@0 (e0Dexs) BB swBedes Ovmo

(orarfl@ (waugglut) paflbs s2wglsven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

O DOIBNIDROB, GOWE® PR @DHEdsT
00 ydmwed BEnJ A 80 wew wBwem e 9
8O0,

g @z Enwé 988es K800 Bewlw wox &
aflrmensy 1om GG BTGB FOFLILNGSES HL L enerull_ L1’ 1 g.
Question ordered to stand down.

B BDoes 30505 ¢BmBed ity hm

©edDw6: DEBH®I» B HOW
Cafw efL_swwiiy yUlalhss] SlsTTaenLiuilsd
QaTlevnhI’ LI CFemeu: sHELTEMSW Blewsv
TECHNICAL SERVICE AT NATIONAL HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: CURRENT STATUS

1784/2025

10. ®0; DEOGw BedBen dnm (0o B8OBT BeFeNs
v @DMOD)

(wreryfl@ siwiMu alGudtian - wreawyllE UM
LIGRTL_T &FTiLms)

(The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe on behalf of the Hon.
Padmasiri Bandara)

Boows, R8O wy S 8Os LB ROIeesY a1y

gdme- (1):

(@) (1) SBm Boow w@wD8L adwbed ©@B
e 0E80e 0® O» SO BHwdOm

ox¥esie;

(i) oo »O, O euds Oy CID MW
BEDBBT 63001500 @m0 Tnd;

(i) ©®® BEBHO Wedy cosmwl wews B.8.
120 evdy I 0Or Bwe® Eox0d
@I,

(iv) »ofeen BEOO 00dy CID ©w@yED
2025300 eme®end;



1377 208Ee®5Ind 1378

[06 2508w BedBw @wmo]

(V) ©® 20590 gn®@n om G¢ e »Oede;

Vi) ©0® Bedsied cwudded® e ©3esSw
@Ol BBO wewo om CAB Bwdo
mOede;

WY O @O® w5 eI esIe?

(@) (1) 2026 Dww wcyr Hofm B ©wOED
38860 B 92 BBO edMEdsT 00T WJ
B yBes ZOr1ewwe OISO e

(i) ©® yBoem yLIerwd wedWed almiBae
) DorSedm BEGEY edwd yRigds
lafcra N

B S50 008 e300 OB @5Ye?
(q) oededn®,d @sie?

afLewioLiLy, BliromessfliiLy HMILD B QULPMHIGHED
IwwIFFmTsS CHl L allerT:

(o () Gzdw af L_ewioiiy Siailpss]
SglsrrFemLuile sremriul L QSTflevnIL LF
Gaemeu @)stTmsmailsy @ wnkigplensvuilev

o _GTeTST,
(i) oCwefled, HFCremeuulled  sLewLOWTHY
YGE ) QB mflsvpIL L S|eVI6UEVTHerTedT

6TUITENO 16 WIT ),

(i) Gupuy IIuTHEREE Geuafldbssr &L emLo
HEpEHBETH @ HCVTIEHDHBGHF ClFessLl
u@Slesrm  Urwmrentd  GFsveyds Car@LliLisey
sTRURIETEY;

(iv) Qgmflsvm 9| EVIGUEVIT S (61h s & F
QFEWISSLILHHESITD (B)enenTHd LiLgHET 6T6MI6NTEY;

(v)  Gupuy Qasr@liusre HmEsNsslul L Sad
wrgl;

V) ©nss suisaflsr usel o witedsTer
BLaGEDSWPemDW  @heopliu®ss G
Q& TeTETLILI(HILD [HL_61LG HENEHBEIT W TE6L;

CTETLIENS Sjsul (3)FFenLid@ plailimyr?

(=) (i) 20260 yerRSsTE Csdw  afewioliy
Sl 5SS SIB)B TTFeW Lids (3, af(hsemer
Blirrenflss6leusst  @aiGEsiul(Hstar  Ggrens
sTeIRIETEY;

(i) GCupuy gPUTOSERSEE Q@ewFuTs HBGTT
Fewu  Oaremrperer  CHTIflLBIL LI jsVieusVT
Seifledt eTevTems ldhemds GUITHIOTETST;

STETLISHSWLD j6uii @)FFew Lid@ SMlalliiumrym?
(@) @)erCmev, syeir?

asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(&  Will he inform this House-

(i)  whether the technical service that existed at
the National Housing Development
Authority is still operational;

(it) if so, the number of technical officers
serving there;

(iii)  the travelling expenses per 1 km paid to
those officers for field duties;

(iv) the amount of combined allowance paid to
the technical officers;

(v) the date on which the said allowance was
approved; and

(vi) the steps that will be taken to update the
promotion procedure of these officers?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the amount of allocations made to the
National Housing Development Authority
for the year 2026 for the construction of
houses; and

(i) whether the number of technical officers
available to the Authority is sufficient in
relation to the said amount of allocations?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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“The proposed amendments introduce several progressive
features, including the broadening of eligibility criteria for
appointment to  the post of Dean of Faculty by removing the
requirement of being a siting Head of Department, the introduction
of term limits for Deans and Heads of Departments (HoDs), and the
facilitation of cross-disciplinary appointments. These measures
clearly indicate the general intention of the amendments, and
FUTA welcomes these positive directions.”

Sir, I emphasize the words “FUTA welcomes these
positive directions.”
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“FUTA 1is prepared to give its consent to proceed with the
proposed amendments to the Universities Act, subject to the
incorporation and due consideration of the key changes and
safeguards proposed by FUTA.”
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you get two additional minutes.
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)
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Bodmed wsensi Om», “The Vice Chancellor is
empowered only to nominate a candidate for the post of
Head of the Department. However, the final appointment
must be fully approved by the University Council. In this
instance, no such nomination was tabled for the Council’s
consideration or approval during the Council’s meeting held
in August, 2025. This omission is a serious breach of
governance, protocols and a danger to the due process.”
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, your time is over.
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana. You
have ten minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna? Why are you
on your feet?
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I now call upon the Hon. Nimal Palihena. You have
10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa. You have seven
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy. You have 10
minutes.
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For example, we see research knowledge creation, human
capacity development, community engagement exchange
programmes, community responsibilities, cultural
presentations and promotions, innovations,
entrepreneurship, industrial linkages et cetera. Therefore,
universities contribute a lot to the society on those
aspects.
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Sir, please give me one more minute.
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Next, the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan. You have
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(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(orenrLyfl@ Heuepmesrio s reir)

(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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@G (000e1) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 50 dHmo
(oressrfl@ (weusbslwii) @rrobrSHeT SiddesT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®S Bewdsns G151

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, what is your point
of Order?
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®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I shall bring it to the notice of the Hon.
Speaker.

@6 BO®am»® Gmost Ownmo
(oreryflg Heuenmesrio Fpfgreir)
(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

G Berdss HSOI1BNGEHD)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order? We have to wind up for
lunch, Hon. Shritharan.

@6 BO®am»® Gnost Ownmo
(oreryflg Heuepmesrio i reir)
(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
Please give me a minute, Sir.
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CriewwBur(® Csiseflsy Ui iquill L s6iT cpeVidGT6T @)HSLI
UTTTEBLSTMESSINGS 6gflayCFinuliul_ G o rdwsvenioliyl
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UTSE6MEHHa D @)svemev! sTetTenienL_w Syrdlwied Blwmwiomrerg,!
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QFiiig| o _aTenwenwds STl Plbgl Holewiws BlewevbTL (HbIg%k6T
sTeords Gl Blewmey CFidleTGmedt.

@S Bewdss G151 D )
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

defB® 30 emmEd 20mEmO ¢HHO» &Y, @.wo.
1.000 230 80502 &

GpeTLIg.  Ywiey Bl Blyssrii B, L.
BTG CIBTLBIB)DIDY.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

1.00  wewflse

@S Bewdss mODz»nemD©)

(oressryflg Wrdléd surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa. You have 12
minutes.

[e.20. 1.00]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Nalin Bandara. You have seven
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi to the
Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Lakshman Nipuna
Arachchi do take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. LAKSHMAN NIPUNA ARACHCHI took the Chair.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, you know that when we
speak in this House and take positions with regard to
various laws or various policies the Government brings
in, we try not to be confrontational. We try our best not to
oppose, but we criticize. Obviously, that is one of the
most important tasks the Opposition has to do. We try our
level best to be constructive and in that respect, the Hon.
Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher
Education and Vocational Education knows that when
there were very vindictive campaigns against her
regarding a highly debated policy document that she, as
Minister, had authored, we stood very firmly against
those moves. Though we might disagree on certain
things, there is a way of going about disagreements. So,
what [ am trying to say here is that whilst we have stood
against the Government and criticized the Government at
times, we have not tried to derail the Government’s
efforts. We have only tried our level best to criticize
those in the hope that our criticism would be taken
seriously and that the Government, if not at that very
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instance, but at least in the future, would take note of the
matters we had raised and ensure that those are addressed
at some point.

In that respect, I wish to raise a point with the Hon.
Prime Minister and Minister of Education. She herself, 1
think, stood against and signed a statement with regard to
the previous Government's decision to prevent law
practitioners from being lecturers in universities. She
herself opposed that. The Hon. Prime Minister is now the
Minister and I suggest that she acts very swiftly to correct
that utterly ridiculous decision. A very respected, young
person, Dr. Kumaravadivel Guruparan, was, as a result,
severely affected. I think the Prime Minister knows him
personally as well. I am just saying that these are things
that the Hon. Prime Minister could certainly look into.

The ways and means by which the Vice-Chancellors
are appointed - the marking schemes - I think, are quite
ridiculous. There must be openness, there must be
fairness, but, unfortunately, that is not the case.

The way in which external members of University
Councils are appointed, again, I believe, is not open; there
is a lot of secrecy. Therefore, I think these are serious
changes that must happen because all that involves the
culture we are trying to change and which the
Government says it is committed to change. So, the point
I am making is that when we make these comments, we
make them in the best interest of what the Government
says its objectives are and hoping that the Government
would take on board certain things that we suggest.

In that respect, Sir, I wish to raise something, I think,
that no Tamil Member of Parliament who represents the
North and the East, including Government Members, if
they have freedom to speak their minds, could agree on
or condone. That is, the Kivul Oya Project that the
Cabinet has approved. It was something that was started
by the Rajapaksas and the Prime Minister knows who the
Rajapaksas are. The Tamils have looked upon them,
probably, as those with the most vehement racist
ideologies against the Tamil people that Sri Lanka has
even seen. In 2013, soon after the war, the Kivul Oya
Project was orchestrated, where there were supposed to be
settlements; nearly 6,000 Sinhala families were going to
be settled under that scheme. Nearly 4,000 families had
already been settled. In 1984, due to systematic military
operations in those areas, Tamil people from Mullaitivu
East and Vavuniya North, who had lived there for
centuries, were systematically driven away; they were
displaced. And before they could return, there were
Sinhala colonization projects that took place. That has
been a long-standing, vexed issue that we have been
raising from time to time. So, due to war circumstances,
people got displaced and at the end of the war, when they
tried to come back, they could not come back because all
those places had either been declared as forests by the
Forest Department or people who did not belong to that
district were already occupying those places. Therefore,
that has been a huge problem. This Kivul Oya Project is a
key problem in the Northern Province and not only us, but
also the Members from the other Tamil parties
representing the North and the East have been severely
opposing that project. If you look at the official position
of that project, you would notice that the entirety of the
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settlements that are going to take place is of Sinhalese.
That is one of the complaints that has come out; the
Central Environmental Authority has come out with a
feasibility analysis, in which they have pointed out that
carrying out settlements like that is in violation of the
Constitution. But, that is the intention of the project. That
sort of project coming up under the Rajapaksas is
something we can, not that we agree with it, but we
oppose it, understand. But, now, that is coming up under
your Government! You call the Rajapaksas racist, but
you are doing it! In addition to that, the Rajapaksas
allocated Rs. 7 billion to carry out that project and now,
you have increased it by a further Rs. 2 billion. How on
earth can you expect us to accept this? Is this not utter
racism? What is the message you are sending us? When
we raise these, we are being targeted. We protest against
the Thaiyiddy Tissa Viharaya because that was built on a
private land. I challenge the President that it was built on
a private land. When the Tissa Viharaya's land is already
there, nothing had been built on it, but they have taken
over a private land. So, when we protest that a private
land had been confiscated illegally, the President goes to
Jaffna and calls that racist. So, what is the message you
are giving us? It frustrates us! When we try to be
constructive, when we try to support you when you need
support and when we try to support you when we think
that you are being unfairly targeted, soon after that, when
we raise serious matters which concern us and which
have exacerbated the conflict in this country, for the
President to go and call us racist because we support
those people, those families who are protesting and then,
for you to do something like what you are doing with this
Kivul Oya scheme show that you are no different from
the previous governments. You are no different!
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

So, I tell the Prime Minister that if this Government is
different from the others, then, there must be a systemic
change in the way this Government treats the people of
the North and the East. You cannot do the same thing that
the previous governments did year in, year out and then
say that they are racist and you are not!
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

So, I tell the Prime Minister that she must intervene in
the Kivul Oya Project because if that goes through, I can
assure you, this last chance that the Tamil people were
hoping for from your Government would also be dashed.
Thank you.
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I think the Hon. Ponnambalam claimed that it is racial
discrimination and that is his view. The Hon. Prime
Minister is present here. - [Interruption.] Madam, I am
sorry that I am unable to speak on the subject being
discussed here today because I have received very urgent
information from the up-country to be brought to your
notice. So, I am glad you are here, Hon. Prime Minister. I
do not know, that may be racial discrimination, but this
issue I am going to raise, I believe, is kind of apartheid. If
it is not so, you tell me. - [Interruption.] gess, esi®&n
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want to see a radical reform. But, it also needs to be done
with our feet on the ground, maintaining our cultures and
rectifying errors, and then, take it forward. Why 1
mentioned that was because there is a change that is
taking place and if that change is done sticking on to their
radical communist-oriented approaches and trying to take
Sri Lanka down that path, all that would not gel well.
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Sir, the “Daily Mirror” newspaper on the 20" of
January, 2026 reported “Artificial Intelligence to threaten
22.8 per cent of employed people in Sri Lanka”. e®=m
PN® OB yEmew. & Bewo a8 gomdsy 8I5HO
gDOn8, 08 gomodewsic a8 0®m ©vwesIdr ecsieny
Bweo.

Also, look at the World Bank’s forecast on Sri Lanka.
On the 20th of January, the World Bank projected a slow
growth for Sri Lanka in 2026. That same World Bank, in
October, 2025, mentioned, “Sri Lanka’s economic
recovery remains incomplete as key challenges remain.”
Again, that same World Bank, when they wanted to
basically rev-up the Government, on 10th September,
2025 stated, “Sri Lanka's recovery remarkable, among
fastest worldwide”. Hon. Prime Minister, why I used the
forecasts of the World Bank is because it is an institution
that all of us look up to. But, their position on our
economy changed within three months and it is worse
than the atmospheric changes that take place in this
country. I mean, the World Bank is an institution which
talks with facts in hand. If in September, 2025, they said
that our economic recovery was remarkable, then, to say
there was a change in October and in January, that it is
slowing down, there is something radically wrong with
the World Bank. Those are the institutions that we look
up to as if gospel truth is being spoken by them.

Sir, in a very short time, the matters in a very
important Bill like the Universities (Amendment) Bill
cannot be discussed. But, I am trying to give examples in
order to justify my claim that these changes should take
place. Today, the main problems in the education system
are, outdated curriculum, mismatch with the labour
market, exam-centric pressure, teacher-skills gaps, the
digital divide, weak vocational pathways, language
imbalance, politicization of reforms, erosion of values and
centralized bureaucracy. The reason why you need these
education and higher education reforms is to prepare the
students for the digital and global economy. Otherwise,
unemployment among graduates would be created. Also,
innovation and entrepreneurship must be encouraged,
international competitiveness should be brought in, urban-
rural inequality must be taken care of, national
development goals need to be set, technical and
vocational sectors must be focused on, foreign investment
must be attracted, knowledge-based industries should be
developed, the tuition culture needs to be eliminated and
human capital needs to be created. Those are the reasons
why I said that these education reforms should take place.
I am happy that the Hon. Prime Minister is making an
attempt, but I do not know whether she is trying to do it
alone. Hon. Prime Minister, you must have a team that
comes along with you. Sometimes, you take the flak.
Why should you take it personally, if it is something to
be done on an institutional basis? This is not something
that had been created yesterday; this has been happening
over the past few years. Education Ministers come and
go, but the policies cannot change. That is why there is a
necessity to have a radical reform.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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Sir, just give me two or three minutes and I will wind

up.
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going on. Then, there was a subsequent change, which lost
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speech with a quote from an article written by Ms. Jamila
Husain, the Editor of the "Daily Mirror", and published in
that newspaper on the 19th of January, 2026.
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“Today, Sri Lanka’s bureaucracy is not merely inefficient. It
has become a curse on governance, development and investor
confidence. It is the silent partner in corruption, the breeding ground
of delays, files, signatures and ‘come tomorrow’ attitudes that
quietly kill projects, destroy trust and drive investors away without a
single protest slogan ever being shouted.

Foreign investors do not leave Sri Lanka because of speeches
in Parliament or street protests. They leave because approvals take
months, sometimes years. They leave because permits require
endless back and forth between departments that do not
communicate with each other.”
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, firstly, I would like to thank
you for giving me this opportunity to speak on the
Universities (Amendment) Bill.

Sir, I would like to ask the Hon. Prime Minister why
she is lowering the bar with regard to the appointment of
a Dean of a university. I am also happy that she has a
global perspective on matters and I hope that she would
look at education from a global perspective as well. That
is what is needed now.
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Hon. Member, you have only two minutes more.
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Sir, I need another three minutes because my time was
taken by the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake.
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How can I give you that much of time?
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YoemnGd 00 O38neR, | am privileged to speak at a
time when the Hon. Prime Minister and Minister in
charge of education is here. Hon. Prime Minister, first, let
me congratulate you on your excellent performance at the
World Economic Forum. But, that does not mean that I do

not have all the right to criticize and express my opinion.
Most of the MPs feel it is better that we congratulate you
so that you do not get upset about whatever proposals you
have brought in. But, I do not think you have that kind of
personality. Be that as it may, let me now get onto the
subject under discussion straight away.

OO0 HOBRBeB, BBFOBE smend 8BsT 2nd® o
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that. e®me¢ ®0 oud B WOy OB BdeD,
BoBeBOGsY 150 v BB 0501 Bwo.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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®D, emdd ©B®x. Thank you very much. endd
OB 00 Om »OB gm0 Bedm tradition Om. voes
sm0 aemDd, they are entitled to wait for a particular period
of time. @&, ¢1¥ OO axmd, the Council has the right to
remove. ®® o0 ¢eOBAREWO euvTOTH W OBE,
Rnd8wy SOy "University Governance Autonomy and
Accountability: Direction for Change, Workshop Report"
©m. | am sure the Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya was there
in that team. There is a page on the appointment of the UGC,
the Vice Chancellor, the Council of Academics and
Administration.
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BDoBHdw ®wEH @mn BRED edeCIBeE e EE
B em. 08 wensy Bbedn Bw®Om mosin 8n8w y§d
©® ®ed)d BwFOm 0@ Wi I OB, seB
DS HB. @O mdenw OB, 0@ Bill vout 08 yadmrws’
Bodmrdn. 00 $08ndweds Bwsimy wiged dm»&. With
regard to the Dean, they use the words “unless removed
from office by the Council”. e®@enxl Bdh&sB0sewn 9O
BBe® 632ds B8EcdD Bod8n ymemen SHFOR
enBgens, 8n mHE) BIDE DB BROEO s0wBO
90 RBBEOO B RO, gwwdem eC® 90y BHBOO
8610 - on arbitrary removal - 58 BzIg GoBw #BE
B »8, 00 BwlsBOdewxn 90 Be®
838w o wewst edE »ywr. @, the Council has
been given the power to remove him. dm Bedm ydmae
»®&, his appointment is not made by the Council; the
appointment is made by the Board. So, at least, there should
be something to the effect “on the recommendation of the
Board, the Council should have the power to remove.” That
is very important. Otherwise, it will go against the spirit of
your own set of regulations put forward. I also request you
to give, as soon as possible, some legal effect to this
regulation.

Having said that, let me quickly get onto educational
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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BIBO wewo B0l 2 e Bedmo.

@G (89028) w8y ¢ BFDr Bwmo
(oressrfl@ (STHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Thank you very much, Sir.

Since I have just two-and-a-half minutes, all what I
want to do, Madam Prime Minister, is to reiterate the
points in the letter sent to you by the Federation of
University Teachers' Association. In doing that, I want to
highlight three points in that. One is the election of Deans
and in that, to include prior administrative experience as a
criterion for eligibility. That is the first point. The second
point states, clarify that two terms refer to two
consecutive three-year terms and the third point is on the
removal of Deans and Heads of Departments. That is, to
clearly specify the valid grounds for removal such as
misconduct, incapacity, inefficiency or loss of confidence
by the Faculty Board. They ask you to ensure a due
process through the provision of written charges, the
right to a hearing and an appeal mechanism to an
independent body. The final point, Madam Prime
Minister, is on cross-department appointments. There,
what the FUTA is insisting on - we all also agree - is the
requirement of a mandatory consultation with the
relevant department prior to making such appointments.
So, in the whole, the objective is to essentially maintain
the autonomy of universities, instead of politicizing the
activities of the universities, appointing various people
based on political affiliations and to provide democratic
rights inside that institution. I think, Madam, once you
were also a Head of a Department, were you not? And
you were not the most senior person, were you?

@07 (§9008) 0BAB @®egBw (g@o@oms e gdsIBm,
c e g8 ©8Y DaFBw §ids85) LIRS ®)
(wreryllg  (srBld)  anflefl  Gurgfu -
YDWIFFHD Heval, 2 wi svall wHHID OCsTHHE]
O|ELDEFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

It was by rotation.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Okay, by rotation. What I am saying is, you got the
opportunity to be the Head of the Department because
your colleagues thought you would do a good job there.
So, I think that needs to be maintained and that should not
be politicized. If your contemporaries or your colleagues
believe that you could do a good job, you should be given
that job.

®C § RN BTG

(omevsTL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6lT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

@G (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo
(orenrflg (He0THlF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I will take just 30 seconds.

Also, 1 thought you did very well in Davos,
representing the country. I just wanted to let you know
that within my 30 seconds.

Thank you very much.
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Whereupon THE HON. K. SUJITH SANJAYA PERERA left the
Chair, and THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2.- (Amendment of section 49 of the Act, No. 16 of 1978)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.40 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 03rd February, 2026.
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