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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
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PRIVILEGE: SUSPENSION OF LIVE TELECAST OF SPEECHES
BASED ON MISLEADING ALLEGATIONS
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
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(The Hon. Aravinda Senarath)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1)  the number of officers accused by various
Commissions appointed to look into the
Easter Attack for not performing their duty
and responsibility;

(if)  the names of such officers and the positions
currently held by them; and

(iii) if any of them are still holding
responsibilities ~ under  the  present
Government, the action that will be taken
regarding such officers?

(b) Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

(i) the road leading to Kokkaddichcholai from
Ambilanthurai belonging to the Manmune
South-West Divisional Secretary's Division
in the Batticaloa District has not been
reconstructed;

(if) although relevant authorities have been
informed of it, no step has been taken so far
towards reconstructing this road; and

(iii) many people in the area, including school
children and government employees use
this road for commuting and transporting?

If so, will he inform this House whether steps will
be taken to reconstruct the road leading from
Ambilanthurai to Kokkaddichcholai?

If not, why?
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Hon. Speaker, I will raise my Supplementary
Question, but I am basing it on the Answer given by the
Hon. Deputy Minister. I just saw the Hon. Minister
pointing towards the Hon. Deputy Minister and saying
that he would respond to the question. In that case, I will
not have a fair time to respond to what he is going to say,
which is why I have to take a little bit of time to ask this
Question
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asked the Minister of Energy:

(a)  Will he inform the House the -

(i) names of companies to which licences have
been granted to explore for gas and fuel
deposits around the Gulf of Mannar;

(if) conditions imposed
licences; and

in granting such

(iii)  present progress of such explorations?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Labour:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) amount of money of the Employees'
Provident Fund invested in the share market
from the year 2015 to date;

(i) companies on which the said amount of
money has been invested; and

(iii) profit earned/loss incurred from each of
those investments, separately?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

@
(i)

(iif)
@iv)

™)

whether she admits that Sri Lanka needs a
new Constitution;

whether a pledge has been made through
the policy document named "A Thriving
Nation- A Beautiful Life" that the
Executive Presidency will be abolished and
a new Constitution will be introduced
expeditiously;

if so, the timeline for introducing a new
Constitution;

whether she admits that the process of
drafting the new Constitution should be an
all-party initiative involving all political
parties represented in Parliament; and

the reason for not prioritizing the process of

introducing a new Constitution at the
national level?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of duty-free vehicle permits
issued to government employees since the
suspension of importation of vehicles to Sri
Lanka;

(if) the decision that has been taken regarding
the importation of wvehicles under the
aforesaid permits;

(iii)  whether the importation of vehicles under
the aforesaid permits has been suspended;

(iv) if so, for how long the period of suspension
will be in effect; and

(v) the procedure that will be followed, if
permission is granted for importing vehicles
under those permits?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that there is a national
cricket stadium in Hingurakgoda in
Polonnaruwa;

(i) whether he admits that a function was held
at that stadium in 2024 and that a large sum
of money was unnecessarily spent on it;

(iif) if so, whether an investigation has been
initiated in that regard; and

(iv) if not, the actions that will be taken in that
regard?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there is a national
stadium in Polonnaruwa;

(i) the total expenditure spent on the
construction of the said sports complex;

(iii)  whether he is aware that many parts of that
sports complex have collapsed due to
construction weaknesses; and

(iv)  if so, the measures that will be taken in that
regard?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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TARGETS BY CENTRAL BANK OF SRI LANKA
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, I stand up to ask this Question under
Standing Order 27(2) from the Minister of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development on a persistent
matter of accountability relating to the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka. It is of deep and growing concern that the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka has repeatedly failed to meet
its inflation and monetary policy targets, at least, for five
of the last six quarters, despite enjoying operational
independence and a legal mandate to maintain price
stability.

Following the enactment of the new Central Bank of
Sri Lanka Act, the Central Bank was granted enhanced
independence in the formulation and execution of the
monetary policy. However, such independence must be
matched by a clearly defined framework of
accountability. In this context, the critical question arises
as to whom the Central Bank is now accountable and
through what institutional or public mechanism that
accountability is exercised. Sir, I quote from Section 5(2)
of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka Act, No. 16 of 2023.

"The Central Bank shall be autonomous and accountable."

Sir, their autonomy is there, but their accountability is
nowhere to be seen. Time and again, the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka has attributed its failure to meet inflation
targets to fiscal slippage, external shocks and supply-side
constraints. However, such explanations cannot substitute
for timely and effective monetary action in the context of
full independence and the freedom for monetary policy-
making. Notably, in the face of renewed inflationary
pressures in recent quarters, the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka refrained from adjusting policy rates in a timely
manner, undermining its credibility and ability to anchor
inflation expectations. Over the years, since its inception
in 1950, the Central Bank of Sri Lank has beaten fiscal
authorities for maintaining a higher Budget deficit, that
being the scapegoat goat for covering up of its monetary
policy failures. The Central Bank of Sri Lanka cannot do
it any more since the 15" of September 2023, the day on
which the new Central Bank of Sri Lanka Act, No. 16 of
2023 became effective. The Central Bank of Sri Lanka is
now fully independent and free to make its own policies.

This raises the following critical questions:

1. Why has the Central Bank continuously failed to
meet its inflation targets over the past several
quarters?

2. Has the Central Bank, in practice, compromised its
independence due to fiscal dominance or external
(IMF/political) constraints?

3. What structural reforms, if any, have been
undertaken to ensure true independence and
accountability of the Central Bank in the context
of inflation targeting?

4.  Why has the Central Bank not proactively
adjusted the interest rate and exchange rate policy
in response to emerging inflationary pressures?

5. Has the Monetary Policy Board carried out any
self-assessment or published explanations under
the IMF Programme's accountability matrix for
target misses?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Economic Development)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development, I answer that
Question.

1. Inflation has deviated from the inflation target
primarily due to pronounced supply-side deflation.
As outlined in the published target breach reports,
significant reductions in administered prices and
costs - especially in electricity and fuel - have
really exerted a strong downward pressure on
inflation in recent times. In addition, the deflation
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arising from supply-side factors is beyond the
scope of the monetary policy. However,
considering the overall economic development,
mainly the macroeconomic development, the
Central Bank has adopted an accommodative
policy stance by reducing the policy interest rate
by eight per cent from June, 2023 till July, 2025.

At the same time, it is noteworthy to understand
that exceptionally high inflation levels prevailed in
the country, especially in 2022 and 2023.
Therefore, a brief period of inflation lower than the
targeted inflation could, in a way, provide some
relief to households and businesses.

No. The Central Bank Act was enacted with effect
from September, 2023, allowing greater
independence to the Central Bank. Accordingly,
the Central Bank is not subject to fiscal dominance
or any other external constraints.

The enactment of the Act is a major structural
reform and according to Section 8, the Act
establishes a Governing Board to oversee the tasks
and the general policy decisions other than
monetary policy and enforcement measures.
Further, according to Section 11 of the Act, the
Monetary Policy Board has been established to
deal with a flexible exchange rate regime in line
with flexible inflation targeting framework to
achieve and maintain domestic price stability.

In support of policy transparency and
accountability, the Act mandates the Central Bank
to publish the Monetary Policy Framework
Agreement between the Ministry of Finance and
the Central Bank, outlining inflation targets
according to Section 26. It also defines the
requirement of the Central Bank to submit reports
to Parliament and make them available to the
general public, if the inflation target specified in
the Monetary Policy Framework Agreement is not
met. So, that has been done. In addition, every six
months, another report on inflation is published.
The third report, which is on the state of economy,
is also submitted annually.

Further, the Act prohibits monetary financing and
therefore, there is no influence on the Central
Bank activities.

Under the framework of Flexible Inflation
Targeting - FIT - the Central Bank has taken
appropriate and prudent monetary policy measures
proactively, while maintaining a flexible exchange
rate policy, as stipulated by the Act.

The Monetary Policy Board carries out its
independent assessment and reviews inflation
performance under the IMF Extended Fund
Facility programme, which is being monitored by
the IMF staff and reviewed by the IMF Executive
Board. These assessments are in the public domain
and are available on the IMF website as well.

Yes. There are specific requirements prescribed in
the Act in the event of deviations from the targets
and since, consecutively, two quarters were

10.
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missed, the Central Bank has submitted the
necessary information to Parliament. Those
procedures and provisions are prescribed in the
amended Act.

The Inflation Target Agreement was signed in
2023. It is valid for three years and will end in
2026. The target set was 5 per cent. That had been
determined based on the facts, figures and research
done, again within the band of 2 per cent upside
and downside, which means that it could vary
from 3 per cent to 7 per cent. However, the
downward slab - the 3 per cent - is not that much
of a worry since it does not really hike the inflation
further.

The Coordination Council established under the
Act provides for coordination especially on fiscal,
monetary and financial stability policies between
the Government and the Central Bank.
Accordingly, several coordination meetings had
taken place. From 2023 up to now, seven meetings
had taken place, with three meetings held under
our regime.

As per the Central Bank’s review, it is not
applicable because the Bank does not attribute the
deviation of inflation from the target to fiscal
activities.

The Act endorses the Monetary Policy Framework
Agreement with regard to setting out the inflation
target to be achieved by the Central Bank.
Accordingly, this framework was signed between
the Hon. Minister of Finance and the Governor of
the Central Bank on 03" October, 2023.

The Central Bank, accordingly, ensure
accountability through regular reporting and
Parliamentary engagement. Section 26 of the Act
mandates the Monetary Policy Board to report to
the Minister of Finance and table a Report in
Parliament when inflation deviates from the target
for two consecutive quarters, detailing causes,
corrective measures and timelines to achieve the
targets. Such reports are also made available to the
public. Section 80 requires the Central Bank to
inform the public about monetary policy
implementation, at least, every six months.
Additionally, the Governor, the Members of the
Governing Board and the Monetary Policy Board
and every Deputy Governor of the Central Bank
must appear before Parliament or its Committees
every four months upon request. Accordingly, the
Central Bank appears before the Committee on
Public Finance, as required. The Governor should
ensure that the Central Bank publishes and tables
the Annual Report within four months after the
closing of each Financial Year, reviewing policies
and economic conditions. Further, the Central
Bank fulfills its biannual reporting obligation by
publishing the Monetary Policy Report each
February and August, covering inflation
movements, projections, risks and policy actions
based on their research.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0
(orenTyll@ rall &mesTTHTLSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, may I seek a clarification?

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd suThrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you may have just a minute
for that clarification.

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWD0
(orenTyll@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

While I respect to the Answer you gave, Hon. Deputy
Minister, I must state that it does not fully anwer the
Question I raised to ensure that you understand the
gravity of the accountability of the Central Bank.
Basically, the Central Bank's appearing twice before the
Committee on Public Finance and the COPE does not
demonstrate its accountability. As for the Governor and
the Central Bank, it is not clear to whom they are directly
responsible. There is a necessity for that when it comes to
an institution of this nature. Take, for instance, a citizen
who wants to buy a car, a house, invest overseas or seek
priority sector lending. Even government salaries are
approved by the Central Bank, but the Governor’s own
salary is approved by himself.

The SMEs are being pushed to the wall. So, the
control of these types of things is not in the hands of the
Minister of Finance Anura Dissanayake, who was elected
by the people, but in the hands of an unelected person,
who runs the fiscal and monetary policies and decides the
fate of the economy of this country.

So, Sir, my point is that this country’s economy has
gone through too many turbulent times and it is necessary
to bring about a sense of accountability and to make this
institution report directly to someone. Now that you all
have got a two-thirds majority, if there are half-baked
legislations, it is time to have them corrected. I am saying
with empirical evidence and with practical experience.

This country cannot go through another 22™ May type
operation. Therefore, my question to you, Hon. Deputy
Minister, is, if there is a sense of independence for the
Central Bank, what was the he doing in Washington
when he has a lot to do with negotiations regarding
Donald Trump's tariff? This is a breach of that sense of
independence, Hon. Deputy Minister. So, I would
appreciate if you, with your knowledge, would take this
on, Hon. Deputy Minister, and ensure that corrective
action is taken with immediate effect.

@G (80028w3) @B F BswsIn Swvmo

(wrairflg (seorpld]) Sfeflsd guibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, as of now, the Central Bank
operates and functions within this given framework and
autonomy is not only for administrative purposes, but
also for accountability purposes, which is carried out
through submission of reports. Actually, they have to go
by information, facts, figures and research done and not
based on emotions or any other thing. Therefore, they are
accountable and they have to report - that reporting really
matters - through three types of reports. If there are any
deviations from targets, of course, we can question them
and hold them accountable. As highlighted in my Answer
- [Interruption.]

@S Bewdsns 151D

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, let him finish.

@G (80028w) gBF SwsIn Dwvmo

(orawyl@ (srBld) oafled swbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

I was answering specifically on inflation targets. If
you take this inflation target of 5 per cent, it is very clear
that they have taken into account the information during
the last 20- year period. So, our average inflation now lies
at 5 per cent. Of course, during the period of the
economic crisis, it went up to 70 per cent. That is a
different story. Now, the inflation has come down and we
are experiencing a kind of deflationary situation; it has
gradually moved up to zero. Therefore, that 5 per cent has
been decided based on facts. In the future, if it is not
appropriate, we can change it accordingly. So, as of now,
they are working based on facts. I must tell you one
thing, that with their autonomy, accountability and
practices, in fact, price and financial stability has been
achieved and now, we have to work on that to take the
country forward towards economic growth and
development. - [Interruption]

@0 Beadts mOrBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, we are not going to make this a topic
for debate.

Next, Ministerial Statement by the Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda
Jayatissa.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, keep in mind that we are
behind time by 10 minutes. So, I can give you only a
minute just to clarify on the Hon. Minister’s Statement.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna to raise
his Question of Privilege.

Doyene: 2025.07.17 8 508 woesds
2edes 3@ woew »BY desded
B g 8BI8s
Amiyfenw: 17.07.2025 oyesrmy wimip.
Wreul L sp(HBIFleeRTLILS & (LD
gl L Ggle0 @)L 1bGlLMHM FibLieuLd
PRIVILEGE: INCIDENT OCCURRED AT JAFFNA

DISTRICT COORDINATING COMMITTEE
MEETING ON 17.07. 2025
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I have given this Question of
Privilege in English and have attached a Tamil translation
also. So, I am going to read the Tamil translation, which I
requested to do in my Question of Privilege as well.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, there is a wide
disparity between your English and Tamil translations
given. Anyway, I will forward it to the Hon. Speaker for
appropriate action.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Then, we will move on to the Votes of Condolence on
the late Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, ex-Member of
Parliament, the late Hon. A. Pilapitiya, ex-Member of
Parliament, the late Hon. W.B. Ekanayake, ex-Member of
Parliament, the late Hon. Lucky Jayawardana, ex-Member
of Parliament and the late Hon. (Mrs.) Malani Fonseka,
ex-Member of Parliament.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, I rise today with a sense of
profound loss to move the Vote of Condolence on the
death of our very senior Parliamentary Colleague, the
Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, the Leader of the
Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi, ITAK, who represented the
Constituency of Trincomalee.

The late Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan was first
elected to Parliament in 1977 under the Tamil United
Liberation Front, representing the Electoral District of
Trincomalee and he served his constituency and the
country at large as a Member of Parliament until 2024.

He was born in Trincomalee in 1933 to
Mr. Arunasalam Rajavarothiam, who worked as a
warehouse superintendent at the Gal-Oya Project, and
Mrs. Subramaniam Purnasundaram Yogambikai.

He studied at St. Mary’s Convent, Trincomalee,
St. Joseph’s Tamil College, Trincomalee, St. Anne’s
College, Kurunegala, St. Sebastian’s College, Moratuwa
and St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna and then, entered the
Ceylon Law College in 1951 and became a lawyer.
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His political journey began in 1956 with his affiliation
to the Illankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi - ITAK. He joined
the Tamil United Liberation Front in 1972 and held the
positions of Treasurer, Vice President and General
Secretary of that party. At the 1977 General Election, he
was elected to Parliament and his party secured the
majority votes in the Northern and the Eastern Provinces.

In 2001, he assumed leadership of the Tamil National
Alliance - TNA - a coalition of Tamil parties. He
remained at the helm of the TNA until his demise,
providing steady and principled leadership - I reiterate,
Sir, providing steady and principled leadership - to that
Tamil political movement.

The Hon. Sampanthan was also the senior-most
Member, having represented Parliament from 1977 to
1983 - we know why he left Parliament in 1983 - then
from 1997 to 2000 and from 2001 onwards until his
death. He served as the 14™ Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament from 2015 to 2018, becoming the second
Tamil Leader of the Opposition in Parliament, 38 years
after the Hon. Appapillai Amirthalingam became the
Leader of the Opposition in 1977.

He was widely recognized as a national and a
statesmanlike figure within Sri Lankan politics. A tireless
advocate for peace, reconciliation and justice, the Hon.
Sampanthan played a central and a stabilizing role in
Tamil political discourse. His political ideology was
deeply rooted in the aspiration to harmonize the rights of
all ethnic groups, with a special concern on the Tamil
people, within a united Sri Lanka. Over six decades, he
earned the reputation of a principled patriot, one who
pursued national unity through dialogue and
understanding.

A principled politician who unwaveringly championed
social justice, he earned deep respect, both locally and
internationally. He consistently advocated for peace and
the rights of the Sri Lankan people, often representing
their cause on numerous official visits abroad.

He was married to Mrs. Leeladevi and was a loving
father of two sons and a daughter.

Sir, the Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan rendered a
dedicated service to his party and the broader public as a
committed and conscientious Parliamentarian, serving a
cumulative total of 31 years in this House. He passed
away on the 30" of June, 2024 at the age of 91.

Sir, several times, we have been trying our best to take
up the Vote of Condolence on the death of the Hon.
Sampanthan, but due to some issues we were not able to
do that. We can see the family members of the Hon.
Sampanthan participating on this occasion and we
welcome them on behalf of Parliament.

Sir, death of a mature politician like the Hon.
Sampanthan is an unfillable void on the political sphere
of Sri Lanka. We pray that the late Hon. Rajavarothiam
Sampanthan attain the state he aspired to in accordance
with his religious belief, and request that this august
Assembly convey its condolences to his beloved wife,
children and relatives.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Leader of the Opposition.

[12.11 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, when we look at pre-eminent
personalities in the Sri Lankan political sphere who have
performed on behalf of the Sri Lankan people, the late
Hon. R. Sampanthan clearly stands out. He was, through
his actions, a role model for all of us and for all who are
aspiring to serve Mother Lanka. He was a role model as a
democrat, adhering to the noble principles of giving due
validity and cognizance to the concept of people’s
sovereignty.

eyg®s ®wm (86dd

He possessed certain unique characteristics,
characteristics which are important in embarking on
accountable and responsible public service. At all times,
he represented his constituency, the people he loved,
exhibiting kindness, empathy and sympathy and always
made it an effort to promote policies which benefited his
people, his constituents.

Sir, he was a strong advocate of humanism. He was
always of the opinion that Sri Lanka should remain one
country, that Sri Lanka’s political independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity must be protected,
enhanced and maintained. He was very vociferous in
expressing his opinions, both within and outside
Parliament. He stood by principles; he was a conviction
politician. He had the noble characteristic of recognizing
the spectrum of opinions, the plethora of opinions on any
given subject, using a rational methodology to arrive at
conclusions and deductions.

He championed the cause of the people, not merely of
the people in the North and the East, but of all the people
living in our motherland, in all of the nine provinces, the
25 administrative districts, the 341 AGA Divisions
spreading across 14,021 Grama Niladhari Divisions and
51,000 micro-villages. He was particularly interested in
ensuring that the divisions which existed within our
society were addressed and eradicated. He was a strong
supporter of inclusive growth and shared prosperity. On
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most occasions, he spoke aloud about the social,
economic and developmental disparities that exist in our
society. I remember that he always illustrated the neglect
that the North and the East and even certain other
provinces suffered due to political neglect of leaders. So,
in all, the late Hon. Sampanthan was indeed a unique
leader, a leader who espoused the cause of the people, the
people who had been suffering at the hands of politicians
who followed policies of benign neglect.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, next, I wish
to pay tribute to a distinguished Member and a gentleman
we lost from this House, who is none other than the late
Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan. He was a dignified
Member of this House, who happened to be the second
Tamil Member of Parliament to hold the post of the
Leader of the Opposition. He was eloquent both in Tamil
and English languages and spoke passionately about the
matters regarding the Tamil community.

As a patriotic citizen of this country, he always pinned
a badge with the Sri Lankan Flag before boarding a
plane. I was fortunate to be a Member of the same
delegation he was in when travelling abroad and
witnessed the friendship and respect extended towards
him by the Indian Prime Minister and several other world
leaders. Madam, when questioned regarding the ethnic
issue, he always expressed that it is an internal matter of
this country and a solution is sought by ourselves. He had
a vast knowledge of the world history. While visiting
China, he surprised the entire delegation with the
information he had on the history of the Great Wall of
China. The Hon. Sampanthan was a well read and a well
experienced Member of Parliament.

Madam, we have lost a senior and a distinguished
Member of this House and we wish to convey our
heartfelt condolences to the late Hon. Sampanthan’s
family members.
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Madam, my final tribute would be to a quintessential
political leader who represented this House. That is none
other than the Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan. In
paying tribute to him, I would say that he had been one
of the finest speakers who had adorned this House. His
oratory was such that when he spoke, the entire House
was willing to listen to him without any disturbance. He
was such a colossal figure who adorned this House.
Madam, as a tribute to him, I thought that rather than
speaking continuously in English, I would say a few
words in Tamil since he represented the Tamil
community in this House.
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Whereupon ~THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF

COMMITTEES  left the Chair, and THE HON. CHANAKA
MADUGODA took the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, being one of the youngest
Members in this House, I cannot say that I have had the
privilege and honour to work with the late Hon. Lucky
Jayawardana, the late Hon. Malani Fonseka, the late Hon.
W. B Ekanayake and the late Hon. R. Sampanthan.
However, let me extend my deepest sympathies and
condolences to their families. What I was made aware
was that my late father had, in fact, shared a friendship
based on mutual respect with the late Hon. Lucky
Jayawardana. And, from whatever we have learned about
our predecessors, we have heard that he was a man of
sharp intellect and discipline. He had brought a sense of
quiet competence to this House. I think to say that he
merely inherited the name "Jayawardana" would be an
injustice; he had earned it; more than looking at it as a
legacy, he had carried it forward as a responsibility.
Similarly, I would also like to say that in this House, we
honour not just his lineage, but also his life defined by
service, humility and consistency.

Sir, we also mourn the loss of a giant from our cultural
life, the Hon. (Mrs.) Malani Fonseka. To call her merely
an actress would be to diminish what she meant to the
nation; she was the Queen of Sinhala Cinema. In fact, she
had even acted in a picture with the late Sivaji Ganesan. I
believe it was called “Pilot Premnath”. She was just loved
and trusted. I believe people always felt a sense of
reflection around her, and her legacy will continue to
inspire artistes, especially women in the field of arts.

At last, we would remember the late Hon. W.B.
Ekanayake. A public servant in the truest sense, he
represented the people of Anuradhapura with sincerity
and dedication. A man deeply rooted in his soil, in his
faith and in his people, he believed that politics was not a
means to power, but a means to serve. Whether as a State
Minister or a grassroots representative, his politics was
never about noise, but about people.

Sir, I would like to extend my condolences on behalf
of the Ceylon Workers’ Congress, the United National
Party and on behalf of the people of the upcountry to
their families.

(3)sor6m D WFl6vTLD BewL_GlLmHeiTD WS TLILI
UNGrremewtuilsy oyt FOUBSST QWT FIOLBSLOTS BT6EST
@Crowr®m el wsemsds sLLmwubd CFrevsdwrs GouswT@Ib.
wrer  wppeirpsedlsy 2020940 e pedTUS TG
LTI TEBLOSTDSSI6T (pHevTaug Sjwialed umGspm Lpurd),
QEsemrey FUTHTWSET euiseflesr allBHSHILFTTSSIV HVbHII
QareGLeir. UGUTEH sTeTeIL 65T  @)(HbS  (PeITSTT6IT
urgrepwerm 2 milifleri rréwsveureT Sjeuissr, “CEaryes
FOUBSET wr @HESDTT. SULTWD Bhiser GaFeTm

SumE@& wiureng QegsSwurs  CeousrG”  sTedrm)
Qaresresrmi. UIGUITE Bresr euflib Gty GuFCevredr.
THRIGET  @F)houhEH@GHD  @ewLuiled  eTOTRIHTET  GulI)

allsHwrFd @) BHHSTID, jeui 6TedTesflL 1D GlFTEITET (LpshsD
aflwid, “wéser puwlsEmasCur® surdssallss 6sfeayQFiig)
tiflulmeSpriser.  oy5Geu,

SULTWD  1&HEHSGHTF

Ggewmen Qi Geuew®”  stermugmeir.  HCHT®),
@)siTenICwT @ alllwsenswd CFTevedlulHbSTT. BT6UGI,
‘G LIT T (61 LD6STM & G516V YL 9| BHLOT &6 6TeT

urgrepwsrn 2 miiflert  prer.  HCsCuretmy  suwig)
GHODEUTHETOT LITTTEHOSTD 2 milifleri Bhidsr. oliLig
@)BHSTYID, BT Yewereuld @G GBToHsEdE%m[HS TedT
vwenfles  Ceustsrw” eTedim o BulBHSTI. ewH  HTeT
CLI(HED LOWITHSE T6ST & (HI35l6sTGme6dr.

6TEOTHE@  FLOUBSET QWTeL 6T OBHEHLTET 2 mey
@svevralll L Tebdnl, Seulr UTITEHLSTDSS D &) (HHS
BTL_6rev Il 9}, BT FMITHEMAT (€2

QFwphul’ CLesr. (@)6TmI 6TETETTEY (1 (LPEITENISH T T 60T DS
STeTLdhs (Plgu)d 6TSTHITE), HSDEGHE SHTTEUILD FIDLIHSET
SMWITSHTET 6TedTLIDS Bredt (@Qmhi@ GlFrsvedlwima Geussr(Hb.
weDhHS — Sweveurmer  GlFerilwiepidg)
WWTEYHGL FIOLBSHT QwTeysGh @ewuiled Cb s
2 mey B)(hHSSHI. WODHS HeWeV6UT Y MI(LPSH6T 6% TessTL LDT6dT
Seuiser  erFlissl Aullsy @) GLGUTS, LV Geumy
FhsTiumisafled  Fbubser muwralesr o CTFemeruilssr
SgliuenLuilvgrer QFwpul L ri. ster@eu, FIDLIBHGT gywim
3) (& @1D.

APHS

©\% TeusTL_LD 63T

Berer  wilwrens  sthiseaflL_gglsy  srICUTg)iD
GO USSTBHEE
WS TLBIGM6TS O\Fallggid CsmerdlsT@mesr.

Sir, I would like to offer my deepest condolences to
the family of the late R. Sampanthan. In relation to my
experiences with the late Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - 1
was just mentioning that - I would like to say that on my
first day here in Parliament, he advised me on how a
Parliamentarian should conduct himself and he also
brought up and emphasized the fact that he was the oldest
Member of Parliament and I was the youngest Member of
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Parliament, but our intention should be to serve the
people. Though I may not have had a very close
relationship with him, there was always respect for him
and we looked at him not just as a Tamil leader, but a
leader for us all. He was one of the senior-most leaders in
this country and I must say in this House that there may
be different opinions and different narratives, but the truth
of the narrative is, he was the only architect of national
engagement when it came to the Tamil national issue.
And what I truly believe is, with regard to late
Sampanthan 4iya, what would be carried forward would
be his belief and his legacy, where he firmly believed that
no one or no one race is above another. We all are Sri
Lankans and we all would love to see a shared country.

And once again, let me offer my condolences to the
families on behalf of the Ceylon Workers” Congress, the
United National Party and the up-country community.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

GRow0nGi®) 00 OTEYNOB, Sodvewst® &g ¢Dw o®
208E8e@Inedr, e® JO cOmedns 8¢, 8Bwe, §LE®
efcwnt sBO O WOy nemewrd ©ewmmd 88 mom
D, 00 gdesE® Bwesimy mO@BB, Comed B¢
S0 00nedsY 0® EEed®sined ©¢di Dunls
0EWO0; 3B Jew Bwsy Om. 88D, 00 ¢88Fecsd
388mB0® OBn®. O owdel, qwdySm OO
CosDedIcww® ©wd®usicsl ©Bn®. Sedvewsy wdBBIsY
OB Wih el wsmed @sin 519 BonEed,
ROTOC @BID GvH DONCEES, FREIOCeES @nID
eddad SocEed, @090 @tn ewdEBws’ desEed
GBIBDO CAY EWEDS. OO Comned Bowe, ¢8g i
OBNOD PEOD OB WO,

OB vded @ BB Domwewd 88 o’
8000 BBwwn 8890 D18 ®»OEn §d®®» mSEs, 1956 &
DD 9E.end »nBF qdy ®OD T, evddE vlevan
) ©®ABTD DE DB 0D @O OB
03.08.8.00F0DNe0® B @GN WS BedsTesy
ednmEHWY O8I Be. Y, In® n yhSeds
»O8sY vew edMEds O@ meo. 19778 9@ vg§ D50
O5IBOCwm ecn ©8EedsIndd o8 v Yeown. OO Bnm
B8w0, Im gm0 ¢BewlMOD Yous. e®iwe, OOBIEO
-TULF ®@x38001570- Bme gfewdow gidr. ©E338
wodimed 1983 gecr py ydns ofm 1983 & wwed
P 8Bedsind dume Mmosim RHHO B¢ Hew.
833G woBomewsy @YSIO Bane BOmws . & Bdmaw
508, eBYDHO O10Fed 6 D wWerIdMmed OB
Coesw 69CW BWEWING EZNEED OO PH® e¢sIm
2das 0D Bedm »IFFTOeE ne, ©® 2o &
emsteds Bd8nd yAFeds »oTm Becy O3S
8:8mews’ B@E ACHOn Baem Om.

& 82910 & 000D OFOGY 16econy I yhFeds
»Eo. Em yhAPeds »OE VYT e 38 8Eed®sIndd
300D . O8 yBOcwE 3wl ¥PTed O53F Q6 aewdt
Yew. 00z DmndiemwemO RPSIO Yyev o¢simnd BLR
Yewo. 19892 29sT 530 D00 :8EBed@sin & BDSenwd
500 BEes, wOuslery BN & ¢ddds g88 gew.
19948 92980 add ¢80 Hew. S 19942 w01
2088e®xIn ©B0Cewmeld 9@ 20(B Fmw v vno.
Do0nedl Ofnded wmmews’ ©©¥d wdssiesy
OBD®O O 8Ee®IND Bewldmw BBEOD DO
Ciden. @ 31w, @ Y 8Ee@xnd Bewdsmra
BE OO @ Drer, OB @mr @edw WE, P WDE
memewns; &8s OFm dn® 0E0®m B B»E
memess. B¢ odrsiey DxwmcdE adye e
8D DEe, 20012 a8 w@i® womd%HdcEd Bw  wmoe
ODed In® gs wdw 2BxY 20d® wimdb S OY
3200 ©0 Omw8. & Died® OO OnwE, a8 v§ o O»
eDROD O O cuecd oY gumdas. & 88O ®0 »D®
OoWB. OO OB ¢ NE @D BedHD.

0@ 8Ee®NEDE 9-G ¥r181edsT LI HOEB@ED
®® 90 PREDST gHens 83w On&ed W HESBT gwd
eCI® ¢c8RwE ¢BIvN. OO Bleed @G VAR, O
B¢ Sry00 EDNEDT W BIVY PNIWERH. 8IS WY
98 8Bed®Ined Bxed 25d, 30, mFH® Brnd
4023, 50 v 28 ednm 8¢ mer. Ined & mS a8
$0ews’ @ners 8Oy mE DR BYen. Oneied
30w O PO a8 BuE ©¢sN® ®HHOYDD ©1 Hen.
00 »BsY wewsy me 888, @® ded Bus vnwm Jow ¢Bg
edRBED HEDWBE 0¢ocemnR) ¢S Beadmd. 98z O
gowm OB ©d wdssIesT OB 20158 v® Jdw ¢®xy
50 snwmTOG R 800 @0 aBw By ew. wdunsiesy
O Bn® Bursies’, ©0 g O BE DNEDERH. 8dssiesy
OBn®ed gwids ®w®ITIVewsy On&ed sfel Baeg
@000 § o Bewdd ves 0dmedst @ e® §dwded
eaime 8¢ mOBsY, OO BOLT o afeddr Bwr Hbnn
DHOHO0.

Se®d, ©0; CB LBdsI B o ©® D
WO A, On@ BOY Coss g@omudiewn. Oufes
S5Bw vversy $8Eedrind Bewldmw me On® gud
BB D008© 08B0 ned ¥ BedmrDr. dn®ied
gt BB @D $0dED OB dn®ied ad wed wdxy
OB ¥ ICeDvw oWvews’ $Icwd 9i8usr Hew.
PSordeewsi® ©°0 BwsIm m@BE, ©0 B SsdDED
OBn® gmo Do Ouwrvews D, BE Do
©0derdE0 CF e QvFPew 0. RO G
Bewldmre mds edrsiemred 88 dn®r @n® sgasy
600D yHIwm, TEB IC W ICHBE OB @@ms QO
O ¢ Bedmd. OB ©d 2001 dwed
28E005In00 o8 v § e 0® ¥ d® B8O
BEAE @O 000m g@ims QYow ¢ Sds. O eeyd 2004
el 80 2015 Dwd ¢ PO v w¥Ied Duved
By 0wm eRHs O WOEn ®meq. 2015 dwedd
0m 8@ o8 vy Py On® OO wedt)ed
DO0 BCHO, BE OB wy el gAwvwE  Cods
8®rm5D0wWr @EE WOWYD) .

On®, gv ©O® gm €BB WOy ®E omenw.

edOBMCHKRLR OO 0WE ©rtDBE  DHACOD)



1185 2025 48 25 1186

208Ee®xInd newl, 97 BOons 9m aBOs O8mezx’
@) B 0 ylocesw w00 @ OO WeHTOTIH
OBE. On®ed gwide Dxeds’ ® @dded?
On@ed sgeE Bu@ ¢l guved ICOT »BIDYD B¢
D08z, O BO5Y 890 @D Bwo @ 8B WSO,

30 @ed @eddhe o0 VIED.S. Swmznem
OBR® o ®»D megrs, OR® YEO ®8Eed®sInd
Bewldmw meg 2000 Dwedl. 998 cno®ic se
880D ®WIsBDIwW BRWO WMEHH DOED ®EI, SO gd
o8 duwle Ne®OSW BBV WEHE WOYD BDE, O
830 ¢@msddew® B8wd mEeE »OER BE. §5IBED
508 On® 2000 Dewed EEed®sindd o8 v dr¥en.
O7® BB ©HNOW 0y emens. Oufes smmn Bewed
B3 STHOO OWn Yenod gD Da8@8® o SE ey
DEOIIWSTm Bewddss ¢@imsddv SR80 »OEn »E
O B0 @R OIVOD WOYD BE OWOBA.
On® @5)00NYJ SBPF WO BRoE D@ ewws . &
D10d® nOT Bewdss ¢@ims JOOE DoROS BEBwimdd
O® 9d0 Wen. BedsewsI® highways, 5y =F5® ©¥®i&®
Bewdss ¢@imusddws O8O D@ WOy E OmOimed
300D Y0 SFE B0 BRE OB eOBE WO BNED W
BEwWO @D WEBIOBILY HYOOHY. & B 950® eveddewsy
990 BB Bom 005, & sfelE Bwgeirwd ®od
eadmw 8¢ WOBsY, IO BOE @O afeddd Buo
5805 WO,

©0 el B8eBOw OBn® o1 ®wews megs,
OO On® s8gfedB OO0 el vredE dTesy
»HOEDB ©8Eed®sindd. &, 19608 5@ 9n®0 9sim
ClReoed @wrd, 0 48. e®me, 1960 gedE @wed &
2 BHD evdegmd. OB vided On®0 8Ee®sInDO
oYy Qreasiesy oy oOns On® 19658
28Ee0InD0 5. FBIHOREBO® c9d BEIBO On®
288G 0w mE, O #OBDJewn BBwOs, & Died®
30 eBE)m0O0w BB, 0® gdENed 9m® eneddewsy
Gnd D BBow @W»Om 005, Inded osfed
Bwuceer1d ®od cadmw sg ®O8n, dn®0 BOsT ©d
370D Bwo ga&LB WSO,

Bodsenri® 88 03101® @O MOB VIO HOG,
OO0 B emsiedmn OBBw. a8 dm EEe®sined
2doig 55 B0 OO DR WSy ©S EB emsTesdm
BB o Dedsewsy gl BBvww og WOIH OO
DGR 0D, OO ORBw 9m® eWI€sT ¢ImD. &
D0d® 0® EEed®TTRD ne Indw WOy WG B EWICD
08, 98w BB DEID® VO 0I¢rn §Iewsy W
WOy oWme 00edB. O8s WD 9m® WIDHD
928w WEr. 90 ¢iw mEweww B8RO On8w WG WSy
Bosw gud Onm8. gIn0® BEwn B0 Comed, god
Boommied Dm0 ©0ed8, eRimw ¥o® Indwsed
DO B8 BPoed. :8E8e0s5InD0 9ndwd o BB
oS a8 #nddrin edmd. Sodsvewri® mHO BEwwY
88310 @8 8Eed®Ind 8gedI® ged god ©d ¥ &
emsiewm OBn®, Sgwd 1o 6BsT¢ drfecdhe O Bn®s
0w @B omewmm BB, FPHORELSIO® KB
Ci88nedsy & 2w ebBed®sTndd v BIO god Buwe
B5@00 W0y 01w enesdw O8wO 88 sEmmo.

RN @0 OEROA, mEp mEed Bywd
DHORZEO @8 9m® G@edsY HIRY DHBO O BN
Byew. & Opsd wow a8 Om wmcwm OnSwed,
8 emisiewm B8R ¢lmn. mO e OnSwes,
B¥w M@ Cemn® B . § hed® Ondex,
0ds¥g Otecdnw OB, Bguwd Indues, wm
Q@BBCHD BRSO . 985 998w e® ed o
© @00 Oy ¢we 5 BEWS Om 018 WY emen A .

98w O 0D Buc Bewn, "Oed edwemedwd
O 2w OB Hoed Y, O edREHWBO BHHDD. O
BE 00 egFemewrds 9uimd, emg 00 edBemewis
I, W 0 oeySemewdsy oumimdl, On 0
cgPBemewrds ouimd. & odFem yBded el
8¢9 Hew Bwm Om 00 BEosivrds. &5 ©® Ged
3D mD® RBO svevws, 0 AD, egdemes’ dF®D
BEO odcwm 53BD. Cr1a1e BOvHn YeFDED ®0 yddsy
DO B0 mEr. vHOOEO Bwsizy Bed mywy; publicity
¢siest oy O° 885 e ACE 9EemICOEO w85
©0eRt) OO BIBN. G&LIE) WEEI §BIBN. O BB JOBY
¢¥on. o) 8Oned 98 wno" emeds.

DB emsiewdm OBBG gD O ®IY emeBY.
g Ded® Indwd 88nm mmeedd edsim Byam »i®
8O IMBBO E@T. € 0CIm ©0ddwes SO &8
B2y, ©O PCB emstewdmn OBBeed Edned gdesy
I O®Dnede 8Bed®rInd 83wd dndwd geunsy wd
aneydon 8D Jew. 08 & o e®@m» D WOBIB
wsiest oy T gu Bugeew® ¢ Ondwd gucdewsy
B8es OO, YRowm10d 00 ONEROB, 998t o g
QHWHODBE WO IO 9 O vl wriends
0. Sodverri® mMOHhw gnd In8wed ©eE
Buceesnd 0® gddMhed ol caime 8¢ »J 830 &
D0d® e® gdEMDD wHId S8 o dndwed el
3028w 50 OV I BOTm 0D Do.

e® ©HEOE BweEeer»d quvd Bestmn Bedsiesy
00008, dRed wWDIBYSBWI, DI, WEWILSW ©NI
©8end¢de -e® gw- mJy eEdw M HORB ©® HEEeOBTRD
e a8 ac ®»O Wosies’. ©:8E8ed®@xin ©sIgodewn §
RPed wwacw Bw Bw 85 DO e OF DGO HOB
©0. DY’ wwaiws e® OO WIY ewEdw eI B
BDEBN WO DCTD). OCRBICHKENDS PO SNB O
BEDD YO Ve ©Wacwd HIY BCmO® O ¢na
BB BOsTey gud ¢dEHO O o @8 wrends
eOmD. ©® Hom B0, VYT M® BO® DR e
DOed vacs WO OWWOE, edRICH® WOE Vagw
008w IwdB. J eweddw VYO @A 8w @i Bwo
O OB, O QERB emierdm GBBGO ¢ O
B0y @0 aeddr Bwr dOnzn WIBnY, § Comn Bewdd
vlen e0edsy & B8eEeernd gl 0neddae ye modsT
®od 0O» BOFuw ¢dwsy MBI,

©C §Roe8500:) OB @o

(omessTyifl @ HeVPLEGTEHIGD 2 L6 Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Be®O, ©O YsI® W6 O OIER@IO ¢DSD.



1187 208Ee®xInd 1188

[g.60. 3.14]

O essI® RIS BHOSH D Dwmo

(orerLfl@ &FHS GWTT HeuTdevr)

(The Hon. Susantha Kumara Nawarathna)

Yeowzndied ©d; ONEneB, ouBae wmced ©®
208Ee®@sInd Bewddmrw 0, ©® d» O Ednewsy
©8feum Beadm ©d O3B0 BBvecenrm D1ed® ©o
OY508wm @ O WOBT®, & »® ewerned® EOn
9000, ed@Es OB DO, genwsy BEACD mGr S0
eRImE Ha WOBIHO ¢ O 00s5Y 0D Beadmn.

¢ S 9EC ©® OO B¥IEd W VY WIHD, HOY
28Bedxin O od &. 883w ©Bn®, oo @d.
©®usIcsy OBn®), 0o VED.8. Imvnwm OBn®, ©d;
CRB BudELD OB 8 ©0; BIEH emisietdmr BB
0. 8, § mEOED devd e® v® ememred® Edn
ameg aes m0 0 odOE D1ed®, & BmDOTY, Qenndsy
3 WO »OB a¢ ©® V® eWeHO ©® wwed acwed
988u meg.

00 0® e®evIn BEHEDTT® ewitr VBT, §TRYJ
ST me Bewldmre we ©d DED.J. Ewovnwm BOy
28800y O5Ifn® o acwen 9E8ss BOTHO.
19482 con c¢ DED.J. Swmonwm ©Bn® 1988 &0 2000
e300 NEB BE RO ¢ BT w¥ed O5IFOSewn eRes,
2 @BOCewny ©CH, ®ADlewn ©CH HICHS 9B
8ewen g0 mEE Bedmdi. 6 Smznnm &85 2000
D©ede nOB EEed®sInDd B8Bewsien’y. 9@ 2000 dwed
80 2010 D36 ¢FD0 Ofesr B vFee Bewldmrw »OSs]
@® m8ewise @0 mer. Dws 14 2:8Ee®svn 88me
BE MY P T el S5m00 OO viB Gamdewrsy
»Oed mEswde 9 WOTIMO, DE®HFOL CHETIDO
On® w0y Hewn. In® 8y IFm odamEemewss,
3BT BOw Drews edmE @d5ID JOOST. v 8, Oneied
Bamred ¢n® In®ed RSO culdews’ WO
Bedmn. 2024.10.10008 ¢ Ednmews’ woxt o
Emrnem Bn®), ©¥f0cecwn BBwD, @@ @BDsewm
B8wd, Bewdss g @ROJewrn BIBO 0x© gdwsy
Dnewsy O» Of0dewm ocm  8Ee®@xInd
Bewddmre mer. & an® Dedm On® D886 i &
0®s HmEOIWDS T Bewdes ¢@imsddn 88w »OEn
. & E D»Dmd ne, & 88» widmd ne OB
»Oed ses Bewddmrs oD eBDD » RO dufm
@05y &0 OO BOBY ¢O YBBFBOG IS € BwBYHTowd
B0 O BO 005eds O LRYFIOE WO Beadmds. & B
®® ©® e@ewier, 8dnews’ wevrm Be ©d DIED.J.
Emnem $Oy ©8Bed®xin Ofn®ied; Bewdus
2 OBn®ed veE @B Bndndro enime ywe »O
835 0a.

GRow0Gie) ©0 OTFROA, a8 a¢ ¢dotd mS mE Y®
O8m W Beadndr. 80 eud BBveceomnxO dnde vy D
WE2. 808 SO0 ¢0® mE & Gom :¢wsy ECIWMBY @M
©@® eDMEdYT, »OTed ®mEI Edmed vBybedr Sgw
8088V G® WO e¢HImO B W BRI me
Gory BEIBBReW oc® gwidydn ©d; @B emisTewmm
OBnBwd weridh ey yoodsl. Ednewsy wevsm Bw
OO @B emsewm S0 BEBBwed yBvides Goom
DB 005Y Ded® dnBw me ®EwB®Idw 8D eDEI 953D
ehevdecem g¢ OmemO »Osied J.om EDmwd

oFmy WS 0BBs B83mD; & Sovm EBnw ne VY|
Qeen BEACD mD D oY BImn. OO Bnlesy a8
EOJO® Wacw ©8wWO WO OBwed Jvm WBEDO
@ & v o g o830 Bedmdr. & Bw dndwed
Bewl®d god 0ed W WedHwWD @mo GDIBLENOBID BOC
DO Oy WEr BB OO B@Daes I, OO 0O
200 WS oImD, DedsversI® Ol ©EH
emsteEm ©Bndwed Sewld dxeds’ IndSwsed
MO RO 8PeE wB Bm8nds’ Bwceemnd eadmw
Y®R OB BO.

@& GG PEC ERI® Y@ 0wldnn 988un §ay Oy
OBOS ©wwH OB »Oed edamcnm Ednedd
@t BO Oy woenn Bedmdr. OB gw »OsY o
©0® Bewdd 9® SHEOE 808 0dm etheniecemmn -
0B B8508I0 »OsTed waBw, n®sYed Bwo, mn®sied
BB - ¢S ©BIH DB @DEO DO B Pem. OO Beso
©® ww ©dve Bewldmw O ¢s anls! vfevs Guw &
288007y OB wuw ©5IF08ved ©sHEOE Bwg
@B 5O Pod eadmwe yme IS, ®O adefnd
CH 20 000edsY BN B0 0085 OO Bwd
O, YN0 O OIEROA.

OO R0 06:e) OBIE @

(omessTfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O BIHBB BT o8y BIT Gres@rHBmO® ©5IEn®a.

[e.200. 3.23]

O BB R BB GotsgyTFBSBY Goes@odnm® w0

(orevrLLll@ FrenTdhaSlWweT TTLES TesT @) TELLTessidbeLD)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

0 ©® @dEND I BINO ee® FHBAE,
G068 ©O OBIEROA.

@® ©¥d Bewldmrw mE 0 OTFOC vwdeceorrBed
©® 00 OFOZewed gwde BERCD crdmw vg BSed®
ewddmn ge Dol o® 0o wwd ng 98un Omd.
POPEWHI® ©® gdEdd o 8w 83m» T ©HEOE
Beceerno® ®od svw 00MeDs 0RIME  YI®
DHOHO0.

@c ¢Ded aus W WOB @dypdn O OBIFOS
YHOELEN 8 OO O5IFOBw vy o€y v ©° Buwmy
8RO ged OB Busm Bedmdr. »P, ¢ eadm
y20@ ewddrn Buws s 6 By ®Es w®TVO
ORED Beadnmy Ben & vi® ewmemys OO e Y@
WOBID) DD, DS, B® mCen) BBswen ©© BusIs Do,
Bodsewei® ®0; @A oemiom uxde B8EacO.
O98w ©88ed®sin ©5IFO8w drews’ WOYH ®Ed
Ded® 858 Wedps nEHD 0® 00 e e®ewvddin
B ey 0®Og Emymmd nes Indae 88O Bwme
0900w Bedmryds. B0 08d B »e O5Igned BOO,
oo, 0 oWewdsl em00 8wl edWemewnd Bwo
BeEo. 008w 0¢dE B5ym0d gned 9m® “mBw BEGH.
"s8C0 0¥ Ded Opnsdde B8DE veswsy
OBn® O S Ondw ec®g BB ened 9m®
©¥8ed8 O8mwn D00 v Yow. dnduved gwide BEAeD
egBemesIO Dr10d® vieE BuEeerd® Vod ealmw e®
230eGeD8 yra WOmo.



1189 2025 48 25 1190

E€®0, 2vdypdn 00 CB B Purdwr o
00 wOW BusIm . Pod dfdmew PLBEYD Yoo ©©
2@ Bod Pvmos. & Bw il Byedn Daewsy ©O
aPOBI®  gdEMd @, On® OO SLHFmw
eOMED »E 0EDw. In®ed gwide edRedS O® shed
8008w Ped eadms 0® §deded Ymn ®SBID.
& D000 guwidydn o AAED. 8. Smvrnem SvHOwed
300w eOMEONS ©° dn®ied sfeE BwEer1d ealma
Y@ DO,

30D ©F eI DeFHd 0hdy Be83e
PO w O O® WO BwesI) @38, dn® Peod Bwo
95 08.890. Gr@rhTDO® OB OF® EEecOsIH
O3B0cew Dnewsy 9O WOYR »IY yeocews:s. 1960
O@HBIOE On® 8Eed®sIned B3wr. dn® 8D ©®
©® gevwes Baestm @z The late Hon. Abeyratne
Pilapitiya was a distinguished politician hailing from the
Sabaragamuwa Province. The Hon. Pilapitiya was born in
1925 and was 98 years old at the time of his demise.

He first entered Parliament by winning the March,
1960 Parliamentary Elections, representing the Kalawana
Constituency and throughout his political career, the Hon.
Pilapitiya contested the Kalawana Seat five times as a
candidate of the United National Party at the
Parliamentary Elections held in March, 1960, July, 1960,
1965, 1970 and 1977. Notably, he emerged victorious in
three of those contests, specifically at the Elections held
in March, 1960, 1965 and 1977. His dedication and
leadership qualities led him to the position of Deputy
Minister of Posts and Telecommunication, a role he
executed with distinction.

In addition to his Parliamentary contributions, the
Hon. Pilapitiya ventured into regional politics by running
for and winning the first Provincial Council Election for
Sabaragamuwa in 1988 under the United National Party
ticket, subsequently becoming the Chief Minister. He
further served as a Governor of the Uva Province,
exhibiting his commitment to public service for nearly
four decades. The Hon. Pilapitiya's name became
synonymous with discussions surrounding the Sri Lankan
Constitution, as his appointment to the Kalawana
Constituency during the 1977 Parliamentary Elections
sparked legal disputes, triggering a significant
constitutional crisis. In response, a proposal surfaced to
resolve the situation by splitting the constituency into two
seats, allowing the Hon. Pilapitiya to regain his position
under the revised 1978 Constitution with subsequent by-
elections. Demonstrating remarkable statesmanship, he
chose to resign from Parliament before the crisis
escalated, thus contributing to his peaceful resolution.
There is a lot more to say about the Hon. Pilapitiya, but in
the interest of time, I will limit my intervention about him
to that.

Finally, Sir, I would like to speak about the late Hon.
Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, who was the Leader of the
Tamil National Alliance and also our party. He was also a
Leader of the Opposition. So, I have to say a few words
on behalf of him.

The late Hon. Sampanthan served this House for over
half a century across multiple chapters of Sri Lanka’s
post-Independence history. His Parliamentary career was
not just long, but was principled. It was shaped by an
unwavering commitment to justice, democracy and most
of all, the dignity and the political rights of the Tamil
people. He believed in meaningful power-sharing,
reconciliation without erasure, accountability and in a just
and an honourable solution to the national question. He
sought peace, not surrender. He spoke gently, but the
truth he carried thundered through the halls and beyond
this Parliament. What set the Hon. Sampanthan apart was
not just his intellect or experience, but his moral clarity.
He refused to abandon our cause even when it was
politically inconvenient or personally costly and through
it all, he conducted himself with a grace that earned the
respect of both the allies and adversaries. He believed in
dialogue, but never at the cost of principle. He carried
forward the mandate of a wounded and often silenced
community and carried it with immense grace and
discipline.

One important aspect of the Hon. Sampanthan’s
political life was his engagement during the period of the
Indo-Lanka Accord. While he was not a direct party to
the Accord, he recognized the potential it held to create a
framework for devolution on reconciliation. He
maintained a constructive and principled engagement
with India, not for narrow political gain, but in pursuit of
a sustainable and a just solution to the national question.
He consistently urged both Colombo and New Delhi to
uphold the spirit of the Indo-Lanka Accord to deliver
devolution beyond mere words, to implement the
Thirteenth Amendment meaningfully and to move
forward towards a federal arrangement. He believed that
external actors had a role to play, but, ultimately, a
solution must come from within through genuine
commitment by all communities to exist with equality.

Another significant moment in his career was during
his tenure as the Leader of the Opposition. When
President Maithreepala Sirisena, during the coup,
appointed Mahinda Rajapaksa as the Leader of the
Opposition of Sri Lanka, the Hon. Sampanthan took the
responsibility upon himself to uphold democracy and
went to the Supreme Court. | think he was the petitioner
in that case, which later led President Maithreepala
Sirisena to reverse his decision. So, the late Hon.
Sampanthan’s contribution has not been just for the
Tamil community, but for the entire country.

So, in remembering the Hon. Sampanthan, to this
House I would say, let us reflect on what he stood for:
meaningful reconciliation, equal rights and a country
where no community must beg for dignity. That is the
unfinished work of this Parliament; that is the duty we
inherit from him.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 05th
August, 2025.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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