320 22 woedw - 6 O» WRoB 2025 48 24 o» YuweduBxIeo
CsTEg 320 - @ev. 6 2025 wyewev 24, aflwrpsdlpenio
Volume 320 - No. 6 Thursday, 24th July, 2025

S)EEe®@y D

(0 Fe®)
LITTT@RHLOGTM 6fl6x T MBIk 6T
(amedraFmi’)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE D15

B BTT Y Mdens
OFFICIAL REPORT






EapoYelolo WA S TeTgo

Bedexm:
D3eene: BOy sr0dsB 0BE Dt Onmed
Bowd 9GC § ywidw ©@asidews’ og g
8300¢ OB Dabmo [B5:0 901]

8®50008w6 EBEda MO 8w Dadmo
[B6© 904]

Sed e BEDE mSm 838D Damad [B5© 904]

@B Owvass BEIE mOm  ©w%ed  Dabmd
[Bo© 905]

YBHO RO DB B8ny [Bor 907-938]

eued®E®DO @ 2edsT g1y yadme:
OB OO Chmmoed efon woon
eu9dOE® 9® Bewdd B3O [Bc6d 939]
OxI5NC® »OSed ks RVyeE eedEH
8890 850 941]
Doyesag:
2025.07.23 8 06 e0@53ned & ssmaznwmddwe
D&Y mOm ¢ ymoaw [Bo® 943]

DEMBe® ewfBrnd:
@wddn aidmen yRw-dmden [Bd 947-1068]

Urgrer o_erarL_gsaL0

g Mleiliiyaseir:
Aptiyfenio: (Lp6BTEBTITEIT QQTTH LIS T 693716V
allsalrwdnanaiesr of_igerilfs  Cuphelsmsireri
ulL sreEGH uppPlw Seuprer  GFg)

GMlEenasser [L: 901]
IDOWIFHFFTT Y COTFmeTd & (1 IPlohensmsasr [Li: 904]
Srerns B uppslu Gupaller 9 Mlseng [L: 904]

Irartis Qurmiiiyywhdser upplu @eealer gpflsens
[L1: 905]

el T s Ens @ auriiepsy aflenL_gser [Li: 907-938]

setl gMlallsse0 cpev aflerr:
suettesfls  Capigev
uliyHSGL  seflwri sresfllsemear  all(halldsssv
[w:939]
WETETTT BHMeD HYIF FFev allpLenet Blemwsvwid
eiTewmd STLGH60 [L1: 941]
Apiiyfenio:
2025.07.239i0  Fl&gd  UTTTEHLGTDHSSEL
WpHVeurTev G falsasiiu’ L g mpm [u: 943]

wreul L gl ewswslLBSsL

Fem Ll

&Slemeuris NGy yewewr:
2 $8g5F sevalld FTglmbsmgmser [L: 947-1068]

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Privilege: False News Reports Regarding Attack on
Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe's Residence
[Col. 901]

MINISTERIAL ~ CONSULTATIVE
REPORTS [Col. 904]

PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT [Col. 904]

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES [Col. 905]

COMMITTEE

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Cols. 907-938]

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:

Release of Private Lands Acquired in Vanni Electoral
District [Col. 939]

Establishment of Rajya Osusala Outlet in Mannar
Town [Col. 941]

PRIVILEGE:
Comment Made by Leader of the House in Parliament
on 23.07.2025 [Col. 943]

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Proposed Educational Reforms [Col. 947—-1068]






901

35Ee®53nd
LIT T T (@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2025 g8 2402 GwedesHzleo
2025 yyswev 24, allwirpd;slpemw
Thursday, 24th July, 2025

8.92. 9.300 2:88e®xId dedf Bes.
BD50EDR [0 (eDes) Busf @it Dwnm]
§Roes006:) Bes.
urgmrepeTmd w.u. 9.30 wenfld@ds dniqwg.
FUTBTWST euisHer [orasrylg (sweusslwir) omas
&S TOTdesT] HeWEVEDLD UL G TT 6.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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PRIVILEGE: FALSE NEWS REPORTS REGARDING ATTACK ON
FORMER PRESIDENT RANIL WICKREMESINGHE'S RESIDENCE
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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PAPERS PRESENTED
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the -

(revrLyidl@ LrgLo

()  Annual Report of the Tertiary and Vocational
Education Commission for the year 2023; and

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of
Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education (Volume I - General Education,
Volume II - Higher Education and Volume III -
Vocational Education) for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Reports on the Submission of
observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing
Order No. 119(4) of Parliament with regard to the matters
mentioned on the Ministry of Education, Higher
Education and Vocational Education and the institutions
coming under its purview in the Reports of the
Committee on Public Accounts, which were presented to
Parliament.

I move that these Reports be referred to the
Committee on Public Accounts.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the-

(i)  Performance Report of the Judges of the Superior
Court - Head 04 for the year 2024; and

(i)  Performance Report of the Department of Civil
Security for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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I present the Note on Supplementary Allocations from the
Development Activities Programme appearing under Expenditure
Head No. 240 of the Department of National Budget for the period
from 01.06.2025 to 30.06.2025 in terms of Section 6(1) of the
Appropriation Act, No. 3 of 2025. - [The Hon. (Dr.) Harini
Amarasuriya]
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House
of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security

and Parliamentary Affairs)
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(The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana - Deputy Minister of Trade,

Commerce and Food Security)
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Ajith Agalakada)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne)
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(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)

Hon. Speaker, I present a petition from Mr. M.
Uthayasiri of No. 66/11, Amman Road, Kantharmadam,
Jaffna.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
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APEKSHA HOSPITAL, MAHARAGAMA: DONATIONS
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House of the -

(i) number of patients currently undergoing
treatment at the Apeksha Hospital,
Maharagama;

(i) amount of money that had been received by
the donation account of the said hospital, as
at the beginning of the year 2025;

(iii) amount of money that has been used and
has not been used from the account referred
to above from the year 2020 to date,
separately; and

(iv) measures taken to utilize those monies
received as donations by the Apeksha
Hospital, Maharagama in a productive
manner;

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Cancer Institute Maharagama

2020 2021 2022

Balance B/F 207,256,976.44 [242,025,285.47 |280,187,967.75
Receipts 27,008,886.83 | 30,640,596.67 | 36,078,103.49
FD Interest 7,759,422.20 | 7,522,085.61 | 21,235,819.17
Expenses

Bank Charges 0

WHT Expenses | 0 0 -

Balance 242,025,285.47 280,187,967.75 (337,501,890.41

2023 2024 2025

Upto May

Balance B/F 337,501,890.41 (406,243,363.61 |461,332,361.68
Receipts 70,640,118.06 | 42,512,584.71 | 16,814,382.96
FD Interest 29,794,366.10 | 13,238,856.17
Expenses
Bank Charges  (500.00) (500.00)
WHT Expenses ((1,898,144.86) (661,942.81)

Balance 406,243,363.61 |461,332,361.68 |478,146,744.64
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asked the Minister of Environment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which the project to create an
artificial coastal belt in Mount Lavinia was
initiated,

(i) the objectives of the project concerned,;

(iii) the amount of money that has been spent on
the project so far;

(iv) whether he is aware that the project has
been stopped partway, as of now; and,

(v) the measures that will be taken regarding
the future activities of the project?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which the Kumbukkan Oya
Project was commenced;

(i) whether he is aware that steps had been
taken by the previous Yahapalana (Good
Governance) regime to develop the
Nakkala Anicut under that project;

(iii) the amount of money that had been
allocated for that purpose;

(iv) the number of farming families who would
benefit from the development of the anicut
concerned;

(v) whether steps have been taken to provide
alternative lands to the respective
landowners for the lands submerged by the
reservoir due to the development activities
concerned;

(vi) whether he is aware that the development
activities have stalled currently; and

(vii) if so, the measures that will be taken to
recommence the said development
activities?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of Land
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asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

Q)
(i)
(iif)

(iv)

the functions assigned to the Government
Analyst’s Department;

the number of vacancies available in the
aforesaid Department at present;

whether he accepts that many court cases
are delayed due to non-receipt of Analyst’s
reports in time;

if so, the measures that will be taken to issue
Analyst’s reports on time?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,

Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the appointments
given to graduates of foreign universities as
Development Officers during the previous
Government’s recruitment of Development
Officers have subsequently been revoked,;

(ii)  the specific reasons for such revocation;

(iii) the solution that will be given to the
graduates of foreign universities aggrieved
by it;

(iv) whether graduates of foreign universities
will be recruited to the public sector in
future without subjecting them to any
injustice or discrimination;

(v) ifnot, the reasons for it; and

(vi) the solution that will be given to the persons
whose appointments to the post of
Development  Officer were revoked,
including those who had not exceeded the
age limit of 45 years at the time of
recruitment in 2020, but are above that age
limit at present?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Presiding Member, 1 will ask my first
Supplementary Question.
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AREAS OF UHANA AND POTTUVIL: ESTABLISHMENT OF
SEPARATE EDUCATION ZONES

975/2025
8. ©5 ©8.8¢8. ce@reEded dwmo
(omessTLyLfl@ Tib.6TON. 2 GIoTGleVLIeHLI)
(The Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe)
2@@ms 6w gBm, el gAwBm 6y OatBw
305y g@mRBwvensy g yadm e - (1):

(2) (i) %0 edgmed, v wH exmBE v
godn ©en 00D OB GWBIVL) WEIS

88900 ey mOwnm 05 Ci@) a0 & wewo

NEWHDES sgieny S TBEYICDS W0
BEedn G g5t O,
(il) Sowd gdwem G@isenws B85 & wewo
@86 Co & @528 DO,
8w ¢sienie?

(@) () oo 20, covm wy eumdE yodn wew

@05 EDH® Ggisosn WEs BHYBLO mOED
wosiesie;

(i) & wew enm B Bwdd mDedc;
@535y 86 @O wwidd ¢BsIDsTenIe?
(@) ovndels®,d©nve?

Ulrgw  oewwdsmn  swal, o wi  sevall  wHmID
Qarfhssval ewwdFmwraTeusnrds Csl L aflerT:

(o) () oburemp wreul L GHldT 2 FHaT  LOHMID

Qurggallsy LlrCsshisens@ SHeoflbsem Hsvail

QUEVILIBILHEH 61T Blmieyeusn & BL_QUG SN

CupGsmsreriiu’ L Csr@h), YsDG& HYdha
LOTEHTENT  QEBHBHL  Hogl  lGLILIEDTHEm 6T
QUPBISUN (HHSTT 6TEOTLIENS LD,

(i)  yeTTeID, Hval YEWFFH HBSDG I|BISETTLD
QULPBIFHAT VM6V 6T6ITLIEN HUULD;

Sjeui yPleurym?

(o) () 2y@uwel, s
UlrGgamisend@ sesflssent] ssvail suswibisener
Bimieysusn @ bLaulgdbems CnelsmsreriiLbom
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

2 _geur Qurggailsv

i) oppers

BL_6UIG H6WHHEN WITeWel 6T60TLJSZDQ§IL‘LD,

GumGsrereriiLi (hsirer

Sjeui @)dFFemuis@ Mlaliimrr?
(@) @)erCmev, er6tr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Is she aware that -

(1) action had been taken to establish separate
education zones for the Uhana and Pottuvil
areas in the Ampara District, and that the
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Governor of the Eastern Province had also
given his recommendations for the same;
and

(ii)) however, the Ministry of Education has not
granted its approval for the same?

(b)  Will she inform this House -

(1) if so, whether steps will be taken to
establish separate education zones for the
Uhana and Pottuvil areas; and

(i) the steps that have been taken in that
regard?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(=) @rCmeb, ereir?
asked the Minister of Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that there are petroleum
storage tanks in a number of cities including
Polonnaruwa, Matale and Anuradhapura;

(i) the total number of such tanks available in
Sri Lanka;

(iii) the Ministry to which the tanks concerned
belong;

(iv) the average capacity of the tanks; and

(v)  whether there is any preparation for putting
the tanks to use at present?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna. You have
14 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of
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[At this stage, the Hon. President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
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(The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake - President, Minister

of Defence, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development and Minister of Digital Economy)
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HEnHE CeaumevGlFiiu wpyujb. bk PHDT@)er Directors
wri eTeTmy uTiGSTHsT sTesrmmed, Regional Plantation
Companies@)ssr CEOsgmeir. The CEOs of  Regional
Plantation Companies are on the Board of Directors of the
Plantation Human Development Trust. Here, I want to
enlighten everyone on one small matter. You do work
through the Plantation Human Development Trust in the
Ministry and it is governed and administered by the
Regional Plantation Companies. You use taxpayers’
money to do work in the plantations, regardless of
whoever comes to power. However, the people who get
credit for it is not the Government, but the companies. If
you go on to their websites, you would see posts saying,
“We have built 44,000 houses”. I am sorry to say this, but
the companies did not build the houses; it is the
successive Governments which had built those houses,
using taxpayers’ money. And, today, those companies
take credit for everything that is done inside plantations.
They earn profit; they exploit the workers and they have
destroyed the "Ceylon Tea" brand. They have done all of
that and they are also taking the credit for the work done,
which the taxpayers, the Sri Lankan people, are paying
for. So, that is something which needs to be looked into
because they claim to be ethical, saying they are certified
here and certified there. Also, from all those international
organizations, they get recognition. Using what? A false
pretence, showing that they have done this for their
workers, when, in reality, they have not done anything for
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the workers! But, everybody is afraid to speak against
them. Why? Because they are some of the most powerful
lobbyists in the country. And apart from that, nobody
wants to hurt the "Ceylon Tea" brand, but, honestly
speaking, the "Ceylon Tea" brand does not need to
survive on exploitation. That is something that we must
come into terms with.

Many people here have a false notion and a false
perspective of Jeevan Thodaman, my legacy or our party.
I understand that. I am a product of nepotism, I am not
saying that I am not. But, at the same time, I do have the
backing of not just my community, but also of my voters
because I have spoken for them day in, day out in this
Parliament; I have stood by them at every given chance.
And for that, we have been called “opportunists”; we
have been called many names.

As per what the Hon. Prime Minister said, even in
relation to educational reforms, history should not be
neglected. Those who do not know history, especially
their own history, would cease to exist. We have gone
through that for 30 years and I do not think we can go
through that again.

Madam, I just want to raise one last matter. As far as
all these educational reforms are concerned, you all
mentioned earlier that you all had done public
consultations prior to coming into power. From what we
could see, we do welcome these reforms. However,
implementing them is going to be the issue. Of course,
you do have our fullest support in their implementation,
but, at the same time, there needs to be a complete system
change within the plantation sector. If you were to look at
what is actually happening there, you would notice that
there is only 30 per cent access to quality education in the
plantation sector and that it is mainly because we lack
teachers. Earlier, we brought in an assistant teacher
programme, about which there was some criticism. Why?
Because we were taking in students who dropped out of
A/Ls, giving them teacher training and posting them as
assistant teachers for two years and then, they would
become fully-fledged teachers. But, that was criticised.
The biggest criticism came from the graduates. But, the
truth of the matter is, whether you like it or not, when
there is a community which is finding it extremely
difficult to have access to quality education, just because
of historical injustices, then, they should be given a
leeway.

That is equity. We are not asking for equality. When
you have one person who is fit and healthy and another
who is unable to walk, you cannot tell both of them to
climb three flights of steps; that is not possible. To make
a long story short, we have started the race 30 years later.
We are not asking you to slow down, but just asking to
help us out.

The reason I am saying this is because the
Government needs to take control of what is inside the
plantations. For example, take the 456 estate medical
offices, where there are no drugs and doctors; there is

absolutely nothing there. Therefore, the Government
needs to take that matter up. There had been a Cabinet
Paper passed on that, but, unfortunately, it has not seen
implementation. Similarly, in schools, at the end of the
day, there needs to be a complete revamp because many
teachers do not want to come to the estate schools since it
is difficult for them to live there, which is
understandable. You cannot force them to teach in a very
difficult situation, but there has to be an alternative.

Now, I make a humble request, especially to the Hon.
Minister of Women and Child Affairs. Hon. Minister,
when I was the Minister, we started a programme along
with the ADB, where we were giving free morning meals
for about 1,197 créches, child daycare centres. We
repaired about 600 of them and there were about 22,000
children. That programme came to a halt. If that could be
revived again - that was not done through funding of the
Government of Sri Lanka, but through funding of the
World Bank and the ADB - it would give more
importance to social protection. Secondly, we did a
programme with the Indian Government and I am very
sure that the Indian Government, too, would be keen on
doing that. We had a STEM teacher training programme
for science, technology, engineering and maths. We had
19 teachers coming down from Tamil Nadu and they
went to all the schools across 13 districts. We created
three centres and they trained thousands of teachers and
also the children on STEM education. So, that is what is
needed.

Lastly, I would also like to inform all of you that
vocational training is absolutely necessary - I do agree
with that - but, at the same time, vocational training
should not become an incentive to drop out from school.
That is also a very realistic issue which we are not able to
control. Today, the highest number of school dropouts in
the estate sector are girls. That is not because of anything,
but because of a very simple issue. Their mothers are
migrant workers; they go abroad to work leaving their
daughters at home with their fathers or with an adult. But,
unfortunately, the fathers do not know how to plait the
daughters' hair and because of that, they refuse to send
them to school. Also, the schools do not have bathrooms.
Therefore, it has become very difficult for girls to go to
school.
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

I am bringing these matters up because they are more
practical problems.

Now, educational reforms are there, which we do
welcome. But when it comes to reforms, what I have
learnt is, you can put whatever you want on paper, but
until and unless there is a visible change, it would
actually be very difficult to uplift our community.

Madam, there is just one last thing I would like
request from the Government. I think two days ago, there
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had been an accident in Uda Radella Estate. Forty three
individuals of six families have been affected because a
boulder had collapsed and right now, the company is
supporting them. If there is anything that the Government
could do to intervene and sort that out, we would be
grateful for that, too.

I just want a clarification on one last thing. If anybody
from the Government could tell me whether you all have
decided to give the plantation workers a wage of Rs.
1,700, Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 1,350, I would be grateful.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of

Education and Higher Education)
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Hon. Minister, I am sorry to disturb you, but I just
want to make a small suggestion. I am aware of that court
case. That court case is on a specific Gazette. If that

Gazette could be withdrawn - because there is just a
wording issue - and a fresh Gazette could be issued, then
that settles the court issue. This information was given to
us by the Attorney-General's Department.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of

Women and Child Affairs)
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G ¢Irwd. First of all, I would like say that I will pay my
fullest attention to the issues the Hon. Member raised in his
speech. So, I thank you so much, Hon. Member.
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YO0 eOBID:

“The General Certificate of Education (GCE) will mark the
end of the general education span and will serve as the terminal
point for the majority of students. The senior secondary (Grades
9-11) curriculum leading to it will consist of the following
subjects:

First Language

Religion

Mathematics

English

Science

Social Studies

Aesthetic Studies

Technical Subjects

Health and Physical Education...”

VX NN R WD =

055 @®m ewIgd gVOEID.

“Only subjects 1,3,4,5and 6 ...”

g Bestes’, First Language, Mathematics, English,
Science and Social Studies.

“... will be tested at the national level by the Department of
Examinations while 7 and 8 ...”

& Bwsdesy, Aesthetic Subjects and Technical Subjects.

“...will be tested at district level; and 9.."

& Bwstesy, Health and Physical Education will be tested
at cluster level.

"...at cluster level. (A decision on the subject of Religion was
kept pending until the submission of the report of a committee
that had been appointed to examine all aspects of religious
education in schools.)”
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“In the concluding paragraph of its Introduction, the White
Paper was to categorically say:

‘Many an educational reform comes to grief because of
hasty implementation without adequate preparation. Not only
does this defeat the objectives of the reforms but it invariably
causes irreparable damage to the younger generation that
becomes the guinea pig of such abortive reforms. Therefore,
once the reforms have been accepted after public debate and
discussion in legislature all necessary safeguards will be taken
to ensure that pupils and students, for whose benefit these
reforms are being drawn up do not come by any disabilities as a
result of poor planning or implementation”

Therefore, Hon. Prime Minister, it is absolutely
critical that you get everyone on the same page.
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Hon. Prime Minister, one other thing we need to
understand is that the world is changing. Al is taking over
most of the current jobs, but it is also creating new jobs.
Even teachers themselves may be replaced by
technology.

Hon. Prime Minister, what are the skills a kid starting
Grade 1 in 2026 need for him to do a job when he is 22
years old in 2048? To find that out, what I did was, I
asked AI what skills would be required. These are the
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skills: Adaptability and Continuous Learning; the ability
to quickly learn new technologies and adapt to changing
roles will be paramount; Technology Proficiency;
Complex Problem Solving; Communications and
Collaboration; Leadership and Social Influence;
Creativity and Innovation and Emotional Intelligence. So,
those are the skills that they need to have as adults going
out to face the global competitive economy. So, the
curricula need to change.
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integration and innovation. So, those people and countries
have improved further in those areas. Likewise, recently
in Malaysia also, they have developed their system
according to their language policy. But, in Sri Lanka, we,
the Sinhalese, the Muslims and the Tamils, are unable to
communicate even among ourselves due to not knowing
the languages. Sinhalese people cannot speak Tamil and
Tamil people cannot speak Sinhala and we are also very
poor in communicating in the link language. We have to
develop the system of using languages in issuing
circulars. Still, when issuing letters also, the police use
their mother tongue and they are unable to use the second
language or the link language as well. Because of that,
people suffer a lot.

L sHlaemLw Hevall eusridFfeniws 6T(hdg5H6l%TeT@oumib.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to start my
speech with the following words of former President J.R.
Jayewardene in 1983: “I am not worried about the
opinion of the Jaffna people. Now, we cannot think of
them, not about their lives or their opinion. The more you
put pressure in the North, the happier the Sinhala people
will be in the South. Really, if I starve the Tamils out, the
Sinhala people will be happy.” In 1983, President J.R.
Jayewardene said those words.

Yesterday was the remembrance day of the “Black
July” of 1983. Unfortunately, when I speak in Parliament,
even though I speak in Tamil, the Hon. Prime Minister is
not willing to listen; she never uses the headset to listen
to the interpretation of my speeches. That is how the
Tamil people are ignored in the august Chamber. Sir, 1
would like to speak further in Tamil.
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8 Ded®, with regard to textbooks for religion, there
were new activities included. Once again, a common
curriculum framework has been taken up. "Mahamevuna"
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500 8¢ ©dE0 »ww»i. | must bring to your notice that
there is a programme called Climate-Resilient
Infrastructure Project. At least through that, some funds
should have been allocated for renovation of those
buildings that have been affected by climate-related
issues. Therefore, I would like to bring those issues to
your concern.

I must congratulate the Prime Minister for all this
work. But, there are issues concerning higher education,
regarding which you and 1 were in the same Select
Committee. Of course, you had a dissenting report
basically going by ideological issues.  You have
differences with our views regarding higher education,
but we would like to urge you to reconsider some of your
concepts in keeping with the current trends in higher
education. Particularly, I would like to bring to your
notice an article that had been published by Prof. Mohan
De Silva, former Chairman of the UGC, titled "Present
and future trends in global student mobility seeking
medical education and training: opportunities and threats
for Sri Lanka" and he has pointed out that among the
students seeking education in British universities, Sri
Lanka has become only second to China. China has a
more than 1.2 billion population, but from among the

students going to UK, Sri Lanka is in the second place
compared to China, India and various other massive
populous countries. So, that is happening. Recently, we
saw an unfortunate incident in the Faculty of Medicine at
the Kotelawala Defence University, where you had taken
a sudden decision not to recruit local students. You have
now reversed it, but I must say that particularly when it
comes to medical education, it is a fact that communist
countries like Vietnam, China and many other countries
allowed private medical schools to come up. I think we
have to change and move away from the current concept
and accommodate private medical schools in order to
make Sri Lanka a preferred destination for higher
education and also to prevent our foreign exchange from
going out of the country.

Thank you.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING
MEMBER adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.02 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 25th July, 2025.
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