320 9 m0edw - 02 O W Roeses 2025 48 09 O deoco
earegg 320 - @ev. 02 2025 yewev 09, yseirdlpenio
Volume 320 - No. 02 Wednesday, 09th July, 2025

S)EEe®@riny Bdae

(Cﬁzﬁj’ﬂfm@)
LTI TEHLOETD 66T midkssir
(amedraFmi’)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE D15

SBHHTT Y MHen
OFFICIAL REPORT






85I EO® I WS €R

yBegd:
©0 ¢Eendded eosl Basin “edc ©wmo
[Bs® 179]

Bedex:
2B ® O1DEI w®Ied Dadmd [Bo® 179]

Doyesac:
2025.05.28 82 "ac" 05 erf 08500 [B6:0 240]

SR Ed (Berddm)) vsmy emdsn:
Be8O» O3 Bwdnm & [BoD 244]

DEBe® ewd®xd:

GoB2 gdSeen 0m e Dolmo [BcO 183] 2019.0421 8» 8¢ § odm @B8e gwidw
®O 3@y Bwd ewi® we ydm [Bor 185-204] [86252- 354]
yEADHOEO D 88mSy [Bor 204-230]
esed®B®O ¢ n® 8e®sY gy ydmw@:
B 82 o B® ww wuE mmemnwe 8¢ Sl
yBu3B [B6® 231]
wune ShEmed 00dsY Yye o O©G
[Bo© 236]
Urgrer o_ererL_gsaL0
2 migl'nflrwresmTib: Amiiyfleni:
wrerylg 2 ewelanl 138s Clgrer Blarers smwefr 2025.05.2895 Slagw ‘95" usdflens Hnlsams
[u: 179] [L: 240]
SPflefliiaser: @i s GEOUTE (HBEsib) &1 1_apsvid:

rFwsvs iyt Gursweuuiler Mléens [L: 179]
SieopFri Guohurieneud @ JMsenassar [L: 183]
wreasryllg Lrsw ewssfb allGsan eflerrsssr

[L: 185-204]
aflerréasEnd@ euriicpe allent_ser [L: 204-230]
sovfl 9WlailGse0 epev aflesrr:

@pBsv  Qamereusstey  wWHMID  HNF @D GLI

QBTLTUTET Y TFTHISSSleT GHTeTendgs [L1: 231]
wrptiurest  wreul L elleugruilser st Gprd gL
Ursflenesraser [L: 236]

WseTpemm wCL i’ L g [u: 244]

@sFlewaulirs LICrrenssr:
21.04.2019 eray @L@Qupp 2 uwiligss eEpTuilm
BToHGSH [L: 252-354]

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

AFFIRMATION:
Hon. Ushettige Don Nishantha Jayaweera [Col. 179]

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Report of the Constitutional Council [Col. 179]

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS
[Col. 183]

QUESTIONS POSED TO HON. PRIME MINISTER
[Cols.185-204]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Cols. 204-230]

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Government Policies on Purchase of Paddy and
Import of Rice [Col. 231]
Issues Faced by Farmers in Jaffna District [Col. 236]

PRIVILEGE:
News Report in "Ada" Newspaper of 28.05.2025
[Col. 240]

RUBBER CONTROL (AMENDMENT) BILL:
Read the First Time [Col. 244]

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Easter Sunday Attack on 21.04.2019 [Cols. 252-354]






179

35Ee®53nd
LIT T T (@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2025 48 09 &2 d¢ago
2025 yyewsv 09, Lj% 60135 pswio
Wednesday, 09th July, 2025

8.2, 9.300 ©:880®539d ded Se.
DB [0 (e6Dexs) so BnOcs Owmn|
§ o500 B,
urgmrepwsrmd w.u. 9.30 wenlléE@d dniqwig).
FUTBHTWST Seuiaser [omesnrLll@ (sweudbslwir) g%
&SI TH6T] HEDVHLD UHGSTTHET.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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AFFIRMATION: HON. USHETTIGE DON
NISHANTHA JAYAWEERA
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The Hon. Ushettige Don Nishantha Jayaweera made and
subscribed the Affirmation required by Law; and signed the Book at the
Table.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the -

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Judicial
Service Commission Secretariat for the year 2023;
and

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Commission to
Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption
for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(i)  Performance Report of the Department of
Management Services for the year 2024;

(i)  Performance Report of the Department of Trade
and Investment Policy for the year 2024; and

(iii) Performance Report of the Department of Fiscal
Policy for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Economic Development and
International Relations.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and

Entrepreneurship Development)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe - Minister of Trade,
Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Prof.)) A.-HM.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of
Environment)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika)
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(The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara - Deputy Minister of Youth

Affairs)
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(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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Meeting on Establishment of Task Force on Digital Transformation of Education

Chairman - Mr. Pradeep Saputhan’thn,

1. | Secretary, Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education

Mr. T.R.W.S.Dhanapala

(Acting Secretary), Ministry of Digital Economy

Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya

Chief Advisor to the President of Sri Lanka on Digital Economy
Mr. A.B.M.Ashraff

Additional Secretary to the Prime Minister

Ms. Vasana-Edirisuriya —_

5. | Additional Secretary /Ministry of Education, Higher Education and
Vocatiomal Education

Ms. N.H. M.W.W.N. Herath

Additional Secretary (Development) /Mmlstry of Women and Child Affairs
Dr. Manodha Gamage

Advisor to the Minister of Digital Economy

Prof. A.S Ananda

Chairman/ National Education Commission

186

Prof. Manjula Vithanapathirana
Director General/ National Institute of Education

10.

Mr. Udesh LW. Seneviratna
Additional Director General,
Department of Information Technology Management

11.

Ms. S.D. Kasthuriarachchi
Director of Education

12,

Mrs. A.K.S. Indika Kumari Liyanage
Commissioner General of Examinations

13.

Eng. Z.A.M Nawzar
Deputy General Manager) Sri Lanka Telecom

14

Mr. Thevathas Theivendren

*| Deputy Director of Education, Department of Education, Northern Province

15.

Dr. Dayan Rajapakse
Chairman, The Federation of Information Technology Industry of Sri Lanka

16.

Mr. Nishan Mendis
Chairman, Sri Lanka Association for Software and Services Companies

17.

Mr. Vajeendra S Kandegamage
Chairman, British Computer Society of Sri Lanka

18.

Mr. Heshan Karunaratne
President / Computer Society o of Sri Lanka (CSSL)

19.

Mr. Indika De Zoysa
Vice President of the Computer Society of Sri Lanka

20.

Mr. S.J.A.Karunasena
Deputy Director of Education /Zonal Education Office/ Walasmulla

21.

Ms. Vishaka Nanayakkara
Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Engineering, University of Moratuwa

22.

Dr. J.A.D.J. Jayalath
Senior Lecturer /University of Vocational Technology

23.

Dr. Ruvan Weerasinghe
Dean (Academic) /School of Computing Informatics Institute of Technology

24.

Dr Uthayasanker Thayasivam
Head of the Dept of Com Science, University of Moratuwa

25.

Mr. Supun Weerasinghe
Group Chief Executive Officer /T Dlalog Axiata PLC

26.

Mr. Fadhil Bakeer Markar
Team Leader, Strategic Engagement, Digital and Innovation, UNDP

27.

Mr. Ananda Galappatti
Medical Anthropologist/ Co-Director, MHPSS.net

28.

Mr. Ashoka Bandula Weerawardhana
Accessibility and Usage Consultant /World Intellectual Property
Organization

29.

Mr. Kalum Prasanna Soorige
Teacher, St. Sylvester’s Collage, Negombo.
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(iv) if'so, the action that will be taken in that regard?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked

the Minister

of Urban Development,

Construction and Housing:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

(M

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

V)

(vi)

whether he is aware that the Ragama-
Peralanda Tank is situated in the Ja-Ela
Pradeshiya Sabha area;

the date on which the tank concerned was
chosen to develop as the ‘Landscape
Project’;

the expected objectives of the project
mentioned above;

the amount of money spent on the said
project, as at present;

whether he is aware that the above-
mentioned project has been halted by now;
and

if so, the action that will be taken in that
regard?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the post office
established in the Velanai Divisional
Secretary's Division of the Jaffna District is
operated in a temporary building as there is
no permanent building for the post office;

(i) if so, whether steps will be taken to
construct a permanent building for the said
post office; and

(iii)  the time within which the said building will
be constructed;

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Let us stick to the Question under Standing Order
27(2), please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next Question under Standing Order 27(2) to be
raised by the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Question of Privilege to be raised by the
Hon. Nalin Hewage.
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®G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Nalin Hewage, your Question of Privilege will
be referred to the Hon. Speaker. -/Interruption.]
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(omrevor i@ UL grent swrdP LwCsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, 1 also have submitted a
Question of Privilege. 1 gave it yesterday; &eod g
¢siesy. Sod wdw ®eod aBsIe8 GBS vid ¢siesy.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD )

(orenrll@ Nrdld FuTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

But, it is not here on the Table, Hon. Member.

@G BBeg 5088 vwedms Ovmo
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

O ®OIBNIDReF MEWEBO BEEE ©d ¢slesy.

S Berdss HSOI1NEHD )
(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

It is not here; I do not see it here.

®C BBt ¢3088 Bwedms Ovmo

(orenryflg L ssrent swrdm owGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

That is not my problem, anyway. But, I have already
given it to the Hon. Speaker's office.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I am told that it will be forwarded to
the IGP for a clarification.

@G BBt ¢3088 Bwedms dnm
(oresryfl@ #LSgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, may I speak?

®0 Bewrdss NGB
(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member.
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(oressryfl@ F L Sgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, without getting a clarification from the IGP, first,
we must have the right to raise that issue in Parliament.
After that, you can send it to the IGP and get a
clarification from him. But, before that, I have a right to
raise this Question of Privilege; it is my Privilege issue.

®S Bewdsns OD151EmR )

(oressryflg Wrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I think I will have to discuss it with the
Hon. Speaker himself, personally.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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®G; Bewdss SOr150ED )

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I understand your concern, Hon. Member. I will bring
it to the notice of the Hon. Speaker. I was told that the
reply from the IGP would be received today. So, it could
be raised, probably, on Friday.

@0 (e0dexs) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo
(wrer g (waubslui) pallbs gwglaven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

23 F 8Sedcs.
STUPIBSITTT.
rose.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHR)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chief Government Whip.

@0 (eedexs) »HBrTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrer g (wabglui) pallbs gwglaven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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@G BBt 5088 vweEms Ovmo

(oreryflg FlLssrent swrdp pwlsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

OO Bewd®s mOnemn®B, e®@n® gwy Bwe OO
BesIH®.

®6 Berdss mAOzEDRO)

(oreryflg rdld surprwsi Sjeurssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Shall we not make it a point for debate, Hon.
Member?

@G BBt ¢5088 Bwedms dnmo

(orerflg L ssrent swrdp) LwCsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

©0; Boewdds m»Onemn®B, “HBm Gomwdd
ydme 00m For Bewd Oy ¢wd »OB ® ydme
gusizy CID 900 w=cdsimy oy om0 gnsiess
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eEenEE & auens’ gumtm. gewsy awE) @ BV
S8 Beadnm yadme.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. Member, shall we proceed with the
Business of the House?

O BB R BB SotsyTFBCSY Goes@rdnH® Wm0
(orevrLLfl@ FrewTdhalwesT FTEgLES TesT @) T TessldhaLh)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Lrdld surprwsi Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

O BB R BB GosyTIBSBY Goes@onm® W
(orevrLLll@ FreRTdhalWesT TTELES TesT @)rTEELTessldheLb)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

It is on the same matter, Sir.

®0 Berdss OrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I will give you one minute, Hon. Member.

O BrerBRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmn® dnmo
(omessTyifl@ FremTdhdlwest rTeoLSSresr @)rraLomentain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, ®25@ mdemdE @0 ¢088
Bsedmd OIEn®ed Doy yEme On WO SO
98 ecsim. dm Odywe ®BYOO ew® WOEs SO ©gd
eBdeBn®ens’ gustm. ®m & Oxfdcwed
Doywcew. OO A% ® ©ODEO® Doyw YBHWE
98B8uy BBEOO ¢BBw BerdxrDo.

®0 Bewrdss OrzNGEHO)

(oresryflg Lrdld surprwst Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I do not have his Question of Privilege on the Table
here. It had been given to the Hon. Speaker. I will refer
this to the Hon. Speaker.

Now, shall we proceed with the Business of the
House?
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Presented by the Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna, Minister of
Plantation and Community Infrastructure; to be read a Second time
upon Wednesday, 23rd July, 2025

and to be printed; and to be referred to the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on Environment, Agriculture and Resource Sustainability.
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@G (00Dex1) Cr®BNEET abDY s dnmo
(orer Ll (sweugglwui) E)rmiobreer o)idgerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

G Berdss HSOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order? Make it
very short; for one minute, please.

@06 (e0D¢exs) Cod®s%0esT EDEB Owmo
(orer Ll (sweugglwi) E)rmiobraer o)idgerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Okay, Sir.

O 08 w8Eed®sInd amed oYy MO Dndd
Beadriery. 90 yor s50E0 @iy BweEi ¥ ©©
O€wd BBsT 0® v OO #Bed Y EEOTHD
ameg ®mD mOy OO &0 CID om0 oo onfm. ©©
&m complaint o= &80 Hon. Speakero Sweo ¢uizm.
Hon. Speaker %0 om0 ¢sion, Sed emerddsy 323
B 0095y e0E ¥ Bwc. s CID demsi ©0
Bomdr, 8Ee@sND gmeg ©© m»dy D RVYSIO
o088 WO Besdm BwEr. omwede 0@mn wexlesy?
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act 8w O @® 6ed

®6 Berdss mOzEmR O

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Archchuna, I believe you have raised this issue
before also.

®0 8885 @@ Dwmo
(orenryflg Fedls LNGrwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

208 BSedes.
CTUPESITH .
rose.

®G; Bewdss HSOr15EHD )
(oreryflg NrHdF FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition?

@6 885 0g®cies Owmo

(orenryflg #edls LIGrwHTE)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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6 Beradss mOzEm®)

(orenryflg Lrdld suThTwsT SjeuTssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, I got your concern
loud and clear. This issue has already been handed over
to the Hon. Speaker, and he has referred it to the IGP.
There is nothing I can do above that because -
[Interruption.]

@G BBeg ¢3088 Bwedmo Ovmo
(oremyflg FLssrent Swrdp) LwGsssyr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, let me present it and you take a decision.

®S; BewTss mO150¢E2 )

(orenrflg rHd FUTBTWST SjeuTsiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

No, Hon. Member, I cannot take a decision once he
has referred it to the IGP.
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@G BBeg ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo

(oreryflg L ssrent swrdp) LwGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, let me present it. After that, you can decide.

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, this is already in the hands of the Hon.
Speaker. This is not something you have brought up now.
It has already been submitted to the Hon. Speaker, and he
has referred it the IGP. So, I cannot go and sort of veto
that.

@6 (e00e1) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo
(wrabryflg (eugguit) paflbs wglsvea)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

238 8Sedcs.

STUPIBSTTT.

rose.

6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Chief Government Whip?

@0 (e00e1) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wraryfle (weuggwit) pallbs guiglava)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

©0 Bewdds mOnemn®B, & Busies’, DIy®g
g@m»@EO On@0 gdENd ecsim dvn. JIm» 9wl I
0®TTVewsy OOEDS Wi ©® 0@ Burm wslesy
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VIO ¥ B em0nd; O3>0 GEEE BwosIm.
Em 5B G000 D1cen eDB.

®C BBt ¢s088 Bwedmo dvmo
(oreryflg FlLssrent swrdp wlsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
®©0 Bewdess mOiznemn®2A, -

®6 Beradss HOzEmR )

(oreryflg rdld surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, take just five seconds
please.

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedmo Onmo

(orewrflg L ssrent swrdp) LwCsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

O Bewrd®s ®Ornemn®B, O9®1 Bwks) msens H3.
®® & mdems BEommD. W&, a8 0%0edd,
9B E IO SHBm Gidwd BEC ydn Beadmdiw Bded,
o8y BEdled w.nd®w. §0 vded ¢8 BBFE @@ o
RODo.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, shall we proceed with today’s Business
of the House?

@G BBk 3088 Bwedms dnm

(wrevryfl@ FLLsgrent! swrdm ewGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

80 vided @8 BDD, EDred Beds) nIHOWsY amd Joo
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BedmrDiw BweEo.

@S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, I think your message is
clear.

Next, Item No. 2 under Notice of Motions, the Hon.
Chief Government Whip.

28EBe®5Ined dIdd®

LT T@RLOGTD LDT6)
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@0 (eedexs) »HBsTe BwBedes Onmo

(wrerfle (weusglwi) peflbs guigleiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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©0 (e0Dexs) »>EBT¢ SwBedes Ovmo

(wrerfle (weusglwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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@6 (e00es) »HEvTE BwBedes Ovmo

(wredrfl@ (weubglwi) peflhs ewgleven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

©0] Bewdsn mDnemn®sB, "wEed®sind s’ »c
D33 gre" 8 & ewddrn Imo.

G 36008588 WOz GE.
Qo1 STHISESNMIDLILIGN DD
Question proposed.

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryflg Mrdd surprwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam to
move the Adjournment Motion.

OO BB BB CotsyTFBCBY Gres@€nH® Owmo

(omevsrLyLll@ Frevrddslweit rreoLSSH Test @)rTEFLTentldhdib)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, before that, I want to raise a
matter.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Mrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam, you move your
Adjournment Motion now. Then, you can speak.

OO BB BB CotsyyTF BB Gres@€nTH® Owmo

(omevsrLLll@ Frenrddlwest rreoLSSH Tt @)rTEFLoTentldhdib)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, before I move the Adjournment Motion, I want a
clarification. Now, we are going to debate a very
controversial matter, which is the Easter Sunday attack.

®6 Bearadss HOzEHRO)

(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

So, shall we start the Debate, Hon. Member?

O BB BRB5T 25RO Gres@rmTm® wmo
(orenTLLll@ FrenTdalweT TTeLdsTeT @&)rmTeELTenidsib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, please hear me out. Before I move this Motion, I
need an assurance from you that we would be protected
under the Parliament (Powers and Privilege) Act because
this is a very controversial Debate. If you all are unable
even to let a Member raise a matter of Privilege on what
he had to undergo over something he had mentioned in
Parliament, within this House, you are setting a wrong
precedent. In some way, we are being threatened saying,
“Look, whatever you raise will be questioned”. So, could
you give us the assurance that we would be protected
under the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act after
speaking on this matter? Will you give us that assurance
as the Deputy Speaker? I want an assurance because in
what I say, there might be a lot of controversial things.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam, I have taken note of
that and it will also be recorded in Hansard. Shall we start
the Debate now?

O BB BRB5Y CrsyyTBOsT Gres@rhmTH® dwmo

(omessryifl@ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rTaLomentasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, first, will you give an assurance that our
Parliamentary Privileges would be protected? That is all
I am asking.

@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg LWrdld surprwsi Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Parliamentary Privileges themselves assure your
concern.

O B BRB5T CrsyIBOsT GO dnmo

(omessTyif@ FremTdhdlwest rTeoLSSrest @)rraLomentain)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

So, my Privileges would be protected and I would not
be summoned to the CID to question on this, is it?

@0 Bewndss OrzNGEHBO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi euiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

According to the Standing Orders of the House, it is
assured.

Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam, would you move
your Adjournment Motion now?

@07 (e0Dexs) Co®sYesT 8Os dwmo

(omessTyifl@ (sweusSlwii) ErropbrEesT SyidaresT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. Please give me only 20
seconds.

@0 Bewrds mOrBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ gl surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, make it ten
seconds, please.

®0 (00Dexs) Cr®BNEET @8O 50 DHmo

(omessTyifl@ (sweusSlwi) @) rrobrEesT o)iddresT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

©CT 8@ Bwmrd, 58Ee@sInd gned ¢8 e®m
o 0 megys ¢80 CID om0 eosfdomdr Beco.
OO emenI®¢ 88 L mOsIeny?

@0 Beadts e

(wrevryfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. That may
be a private explanation.

Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam, would you please
move the Adjournment Motion? - [Interruption.]
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O BB BRe5T o5y TBOsT Gres@rmm® Swvmo

(oreirLLll@ FranwTdalweT Ty s reT &)rTewTenidsib)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, could you control the House before I speak? There
are so many Members trying to speak. So, how can I
speak?

®G; Bewdss 1506

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, would you take your seats, please?

O BB BRB5T CresyyTBOBT Gres@rnm® Swvmo
(orerLll@ FrawTdalweT rTeysSlreT &)rrewrenidsib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Thank you, Sir

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

This is a very important Motion, as mentioned by
Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam who is due to move it.
So, please save the time.

OO BB BB GotsyTFBCBY Gres@nH® Owmo
(omesorLyLll@ FrevTddslwett TS TesT @)rTEELTentldhaib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Jayawardhana is going to
second the Motion. He also has a concern. So, before I
move the Motion, let him clarify that concern. Otherwise,
I will have nobody to second my Motion.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Jayawardhana, what is your
concern? Could you please state it quickly?

@6 (000¢x3) mBYe efust BedEDD Swmo

(omrevsr i@ (sweugglwii) sailbs Cameagresr s weuigesr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

OO Bewdss mDNnemn®B, €l Bwy mdemwmO
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D@80 08 8Ee®sIned,- [@1is HE@2]

®S; BerTss HSOIzNEHD)

(oreryflg NrHd FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I have made it clear to the Hon. Member who had that
same concern and he accepted what I said.

Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam, Please move your
Adjournment Motion. Your time starts now. You have 20
minutes.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move the following
Adjournment Motion:

“It has been 6 years, 2 months, and 18 days since the Easter
Sunday terrorist attack had taken place as of today, July 9, 2025,
when this Debate is taking place. The current Government received
the people’s mandate not merely to investigate corruption and fraud.

Among the main promises given to the people in the Election
Manifesto “A Thriving Nation, a Beautiful Life” of the National
People’s Power was the commitment to ensure justice for human
rights violations, including immediately revealing the truth about
the Easter attack.

The Government has failed to ensure justice for the massive
human rights violations that occurred from the Easter attack to the
recent mass murders revealed through the Chemmani mass grave.
The Government has also avoided its responsibility as a government
in this regard. By now, several reports have been submitted,
including the Presidential Commission Report on the Easter Attack,
the Malalgoda Report and the investigation report on the
programme broadcast on "Channel 4". None of these reports have
been presented to Parliament so far. Additionally, although the
Government promised to implement the recommendations of the
Presidential Commission Report on the Easter attack, this promise
has not been fulfilled to date.

The National People's Power must clarify to this august
Assembly why it has failed to fulfil the pledges and promises given
to the international community, His Eminence Cardinal Malcolm
Ranjith and the victims of the Easter attack. Therefore, I expect
answers from the Government to the following questions that have
arisen and remain unanswered regarding the Easter attack:

1. According to a statement made by His Excellency the President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake, which appeared in an article
published in 'Economy Next' magazine on February 12, 2021,
the Presidential Commission Report on the Easter Attacks

should be immediately presented to Parliament. "

That was stated in his statement, as reported in the
"Economy Next" article of 12" of February, 2021.

"Although four years have passed since this proposal of His
Excellency the President, why has this report not been
presented to this House yet?

2. Did the Attorney-General's Department intervene to grant bail
to Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan alias Pillayan, who was
identified by the Minister of Public Security as the mastermind
of the Easter Sunday attack in this august Assembly? Was this
prevented due to the objections of the Criminal Investigation
Department?

3. How many DNA reports of Sara Jasmine were submitted? Will
you specify the dates on which these reports were submitted,
separately? Do institutions in our country possess the necessary
facilities to conduct such DNA testing again?
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4. Is there a confirmed report regarding the disappearance of a
firearm revealed during investigations related to this attack, its
recovery and whether the recovered firearm was the same
firearm that disappeared previously? Will you inform this
House about who made this confirmation?

5. Through this Motion, I propose to this House that a special
prosecutor's office with international assistance be established
to conduct these investigations independently, in order to ensure
justice for all parties who were victims of the Easter attack,
which remains an unresolved issue, and to provide necessary
measures to ensure national security."

Sir, this Motion is moved two days after the President
had gone on record to say that it is difficult for the
Government to investigate the Government. At His
Eminence Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith's 50th Anniversary
of being in service to the Catholic Church, the President
himself had gone on record to say that the Government
finds it difficult to investigate the Government. So, it is in
that background that I am moving this Motion.

I would like to start with some historical evidence on
this matter, Sir.

©® ©8@ITVewsY Jed BxN&BBOIW ¢ DO @ss
B Bedmrd, gredt)d D857 et s8Fwv BBe® «®
3oNEOE B B, ODHEmO 0®m gm s EEa.
[@005 58®@2] You respond in your speech, Hon. Minister, if
you want to. @mm Bwostm, ¢ 48 090 . ®O oo
DO den. 0@ 8RO OFOGITTed »DOEO D »E
BOy 50EWB -eOTWNG CrBE- CeIBY 8gdr ©0Y ¢D®
ae; 48 0995 ¢. & Beo ©0 Do WIBTesy 2O FNEOD
PCC VRO ed 0DedE ¢ Fns ecrin). e@m»s Onm
Bwoosin, ac 48 0905 ¢. g¢ owog ¢,

©01 Bewdess »OrsnemnOB, edm ywidw 8¢ eduIm
eud 8 ©@a® o ¢8 AT V. e®ime, JEw o®
OGO 6®ITAB Bum OO amsin gy@res evidence
Bedmd. Im g padled LxnleBn®rs Boeo
Bedmrydn. eadf)d 8w wosTmy vy, B PedRed
B50BBRD B Bedmrds. & Busies!, ¢padt)ds »O8
0®m WOE Bedstes’y. e®e BwItse OFems, -©©
DHONB :8E0@5Ineds o® moien Buwr Beamdr- 2004
mced 80 »fon IR ¢ndEs 0® IO ne; dodvews’®
NEODHBO 810 ODWEHED ®eWr® BE®iww mer. &
¢OEOE ©0Q80E 17econnd, oo 17econd,
RO0@OHOE 63ecernr -ROVDE wy DEdedsm yoda
@O Omn WO 63econE- DRewsY WeFEHW® BESrenws
. & »edthn® nos’d leaderse 9S00 Bied, ©®),
8w WEC Buwd) g¢w. AYsT »OB & ©d nes’y oy &
Dede® 7 lead mod. & »eBNBODE @I@8mwsIO &
¢oudoe Identity Cards 8o Bedms. @ go Bodmdo, &
Identity Card &2z photograph ©=m=. @® 5®8, 8 Bum
gldocw. 80 gOm0D e®m» Bedwmd, Identity Cards. e®
®ed got Beastery, 2007 d¥sed 7 mOE®D
Me@unE. 0®@m gowsl 0 Beawlesd WY B
NEed, "I BE8 232 9.08.§" BuEo wewsy Omdo.
©® Beastery, @® ygdocwd 20078 ¢s3x Identity Card o=.
@0, mO0mEDO YA eEed oy ylocews. & Died®

2010 oOmemO ©® yLoEwo® 2 Bedmd,
»en@vnn. & wigm@un e¢sier’, glue s5r0E 8O
0T 0i0nedxInd D8sY. & v 0@ ylocwoed
photograph ®zz% ew» Identity Cardsdc owo Beszf
BedmryDr. 990 @endemen enedsT & 08 8wsEe
BWIOB* D50,

20042 a00®n me, 00 0® Buy 8w ecomrrmevsy s
DB ened 8Oy Om ylocerened Identity Cards
508 O® wwin® meg. @ v BOE w6 B, T
eu5I0m Om OMOO ggy NP VIRV 8BF® WSHHD
2O S A 0BT, 0® Lo 0w 83E goFem
©¢58me0Inedsy 88 vimdl. e®ewmdcEsI0 2008-2009
296ided? o8wE 17,600 »&we=m@, ration pack o=m=ma
G ¢oivn. 20048 a000w WOy ©® »eFEHOw®O i
gdas Om Bedny OIS e@imnle BweEr &rnedas,-
©C Bewd®s mOnemn®B, 20082 0®ewi®d Cewos
By 0388 BeuBowm 83w 1@ OICed cook
P30 »OB ger Bedslewy. I, S ©wE8wd
gD glocowns. 20088 dn®ied nDEmd andicwnsy
D1 Beamyd. & Ben O9n® 888200 i 3 Beadm .
ROWRO 0B 00D Bewn OO OO @B O
Beaord. & D O 0¥wed e O«o 2008
DEvede w8 Bwecy ylocewss - dn®ed wiBews -
B88xs3 2004 mEed 200w WSy ©® group OO @HE
Islamic Centre Bwz @wonmed oEm® 9880 @i
ylocewm SNy 0O & gdEed grPdiens DR
BodmryDn. w8, OmBsY 900 & ndFnd BEAO Yo
@®BIVEI DN & ROBRD 5B Jew. & ROFRD 5BeDdD
e @08 S Bws gdoEwd B8 (& Byewn. ¥y
Bl Bwig @O cr¥ory mwr. & gv & 58 Dmd mywr.
N8, eBPDO HOOTY 0@ BCITVEWEY e¥IBEI DETIB).
oo Bwomy ylocwed OFRD 3B Hew. SO ©ed
08s3c®cc0c® safe house omE emed 88E®
DeBHBOW aFledd omemO DY gne &
DO 0dm W06 Byeed, 20082 538 000D & ROFRD.
& 96098 eB8ed stock ved Beasim ¥y ROFOS
DD @O0 THW @D BedrDo.

& ROBRO OB God emenI®e BwEs ICYH. @® wo
©8®5VQ; wwdised »eFEedn dim 8O 63e¢eny
NOSOEed training OmmO Bwo. & 63ecrned® @ 8&nd
& g Beamdn. & Guy 63ecsw ened guimId BD Swn
emem. VYed »HOS Swonl; O Jwis ememH PBIBo.
00 Bnx BBwD, @® Cwi Bud ¥Eocw - &, NOSOEed
training Bw ydOEws - @FQOO goeem G On Bewes
0 95500, @@ AWeI® W® WO WICODOIDOE ©®
@® ylocwsy B85 S0nlsB eBwed® wewsi WO
Beadm. @od o® Motion dexd 40:8 mdens 8Rwd @®
om0 s gvries’ 0® OO B8EACD 0® drywE
s8fe e WO Bedmrdg Bweced. ©® e® mcenw
BEAcO D180 BEmd BusIm @B mnw. 0® ndSd
8EAcd uBvmuE w30 Beadmae?

* gedmmeed D g,
* BrflswaVIIGBIe) sWeUSHSLILIL. (BTN,
* Placed in the Library.



255 2025 &8 09 256

8w mdens e@m8. & wedm yuide 8¢ 00D ¢Dewd®
Bwotd BaE ydocewnm point-blank 008 Bwes Beamo.
0853¢001c0E8 dwied body Om ©OD edmdr. & Bwoed
Doy ydocs Nintavur safe house deord 9simds Bwee
B @090 ©3 e®Dr 1B EBICRI CIBC BeB .
a5y iy wedted qw e®mO WERAC eOBILY BB BNV
e 9B Gedt)ed qw 00edd meg. 00D ecwx 00 e®
Baestesy. & Bwied Bes ydocwe Nintavur safe house dond
om0 BwEs BODH® Nintavur safe house oz o &
@m0 B OmEewse ¥ demB  eosIDiens
BedsTesy. @@imsers’ 0z »8 m0n0s »Od
Pe0® Swd Dowmwm peem safe house dm Beds m»O
B8EE e 05¥ e Bwdd os¥ery. mH@, & Onedeswd
P P8 oo Bedsies’. O wsded ©Owe
2HOmEd, motorbike Omm gdsy #BEE Bedmds. &
Batesy & Bwd Bum ydocs Buiegddce anfat oo
oI OO & @Deded SOy 0B8w ewd Jdd gor S
Poed . §O vderd & Bwd Bem ydocwes ©8c
085300108 »O&8 body om »®3 edsierd. Omem
e®m o @80 e W @B edmD. ©o; Bewdes
BDONEDHROB, ed®m @eEied D CHFIORs B¢ DD
O, Dev® MO emew®e I ylocws OmmO
O7e53? ©® Dred ST @I On WOBIB) YOOST.

&g D1ed® »OR, @0 0LEdsY o> BwmremOs. @Ik
eded®@sied DNA testsOEO @oed, nsiedd) ©d nO8 &
00 edEdrfed D Bwslesy. o eduddxied body &m
8090 B BemDr. w8 aedE @wed 25018 ¢ w0
osd®sied Identity Card om ce0dwsd 88ws mIEe
Bedmrydn. ©® ¢iesy oy, 900 08Eds 8Dedmemd,
Identity Card &z & @dehed - IERO HPed®» =0 -
emer »3 BDedsier myB mom ©lLdwe®s’ B
BoEr; Oov® BweEig wid 08E88sY 538 Heoad Bucr. ®ed
Motion dext Beds yEm e OB OB ©dds DNA
test O e DO Oi BN WO eWewe®¢, & DNA
test O Wy 8 Dy eI YOOBIE Bws Om. OO
Bewdss ®Osnemn®B, ¢80 o® 88acd Bwe oG
Bonc y&d» BBvws On 00,

e® $eB)D WmOenn wm ©® YoRRE D@ WOgn
88acos ©® @ v Ay, YRt WOWD O
BEeocwsy, @Bw®idh #nd ®»etHhe® gfagdd oBe,
a@3»0® we welcome that. e®me, vyde BB CLwx
B8CEec®si el 9Bwwics OB ylocwsy arrest meg
D VIROTTed edfd wder & g arrest mIEo
Bedm; sBven sOFDeem wmd. 38 nHO® Yyrow
DO, ©® GHPeDd & HwdEsD. e® BEecwisice
aslgRDd @0eem @uITY WO ©o OB ©®
208E80@xInedd RO, "®» e@igmd; BEecwisy" Bwco.
s’ @80 ydmwrs 00 Aedslesy IndB. & B
BCecwis? ©w®artdewsy ©Em  Puvicwed 8D
Doy @ SeSnm BEAcO @80 grndieen
20ms8. BFecwis? v9nBe mced moy nd 108 B d.
eXfend ©80csB.w® By 8Eed®xin OHR®O O
Baeco wmme mOy O 883¢d 00 B wewsd »oy,
20042 0808 woy & medthwed® »EC Bwuwsy ydoEw®
g0 om. w®d, 8, mEE Bum ylocewssd
noiecsn »O8 & medthw® run meg. & »EE Bwem
ylocwr oulnd 80cisi-wded murder case de=mi@ arrest
Pemo. O BFecwsy O Sl g 8Eocwisy 9m®

Bewed e o8 @con dwo 9uimd, O€ed. dwi O
OB Bo» GuOdE BwEr »0 yloceosw m»O® d8ed
3. g0 JeFesl wfped gdd gowrwxd, Civil
Defence Force 90 ¢¢® mdmr 0dsizy yods). ©® ¢d
photograph &z BeadmDr. @0 &m d05T58. & »EE Bwo»
glocw g¢ oOmmE aFele@dd adeem en
78?7 Owry edfed ©dhEB.wded wmHWD wOIBTW
glocews. o® dWemI® 8 0d» gnineld B8EeEwsIO
& YD) BBsB @cendned®sinedsy Bledr g BeEo
2380 oIy Cedmd. v&8 gm0 CID om object meo
BB ¢OBID) Cednds. &8 ¢slery mynw; ede an
oEm. 00 g dBermnd wwd WE »IB gdEed
ewdssnd 928u meg. 98 Beadny yEHORD B8EnS M
@¢sIB).

& D0d®, O 0® mdwmwes By V. CVBEYD,
Damel HpedBw wwd 8895002 RIn®sIed sved &
godas Bewddme m»Om ylocesw Dmmed Hped&a
2100 B8EFeoEwsTed 0mem s wwind HSred a5 »IsID
BHEWITOW eI Bws) 9EEE OO #BE 8 meg. O
3R s] BEewsio @ o¢sIm wepd. & Died®
BCeocwsl dm dmn 00 ww 88905 0. 9857 o®
8Edcd a80 Adune OO Bedmds. o®me, 2024
B5038B0Seme el 8Eecwis B, odd8 deomsy
»Osens’ weapons 9C ey, »®s¥ & weapons ecsimy Dy
B0 B dev® »HO, 0® JWew® gvmEEO Ced
B5I000 W® e ¢ eOHmDa.

B8Ceocws! syBs mced mJy oddE o 8T
DOeeD Gm. a8 IO yaew momd, a8 SmO support
DO, 5O s8Fven sOFOTD. @8 ¢ HOTHO. g8
¢5izN des e¢Im®. a8 o w8moPsied, &8
@ IB®OOsIed er0mwd RINOBIE BBWsIB) 5.
@i, IO 0D @m® O1cen. IHBBHEO
O0OBIE 988wl w8 ecsiery oA 008, VAN &
880D v 88 BB 0@ v 850D MBI BN

@0 Bewdss ®mOsnemnOB, a8 emens’ »3 odenl
asn ewmwsim s Not just with regard to this case -
the Easter Sunday attack is only one incident - but there
are many other crimes on which we are pursuing for
justice and accountability. For justice and reconciliation
to take place, accountability and finding out the truth are
absolutely important. But, why is the Government not
moving on with certain cases when it could? As you
know, Asad Moulana has given a full statement to the
UN. When the UN High Commissioner visited, why were
you not able to speak to him and obtain that full
statement? Now that the law had been amended by the
Hon. Minister of Justice and National Integration, where
statements given by witnesses on a case overseas could be
taken up here, why are we not trying to record his
statement from wherever he is at the moment? &wo
Comndd eoxIosim Om 83O PO Bedmo
B @0 @d-dun Beodmyds. eBsl, BBws amend »SEo
Bedzy Beo UN High Commissioner ¢0® & 9EEo 05z
BRewn. @8, dedt)0 00 SO ©18wx edxfert msen?

@G Bewdds mOsnemn®B, 0® 8D Dlm Sanc
YD mu Bedmds. EDr »OB, OcFevd) Dibnod,



257 208Ee®xsInd 258

[0S BrenBnsT G5yt BosT Gots@amTm® wmn)

S508sB sleen 0885y wwr DbmD, EE YWIow
88a¢c® "Channel 4" dond Gw & documentary om B8Ede
208500, 8, 0® Bws) Dlm HO® 8Ee®IHED wwIvn
WO en? e®D wwInm MO Bwed 9EE® ©®
09008 9wenEE® mog. o® 9EE® WO Berzsieny
320 @0 00w m B “IeB eDsIH ©Bd. O
2021 o038 120 2 BwEr Bedmd, ©iedm §WwIdwe
8EAe ¥“r0nlwB uiven 0mBssy wwo D8md e® ©o
090D BIOD DOBID B, 0@ LxnIueBn® d¢ WSy &
9CE® »OB O® 53D» Dadw VIO Eev sy ®OBIesS.

®0 BewTss 50965

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

OO BB BB GotsyTFBCBY Gres@nH® Owmo
(omevsrLLll@ Frevtddlweit rreoLSSHTest @)rTEFLTentldhib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Thank you, Sir.

Winding up, I would like to say that these are
concerns that have come up in the past as well. The Easter
Sunday attack is a six-year-old matter. But, we are also
still struggling to find justice for crimes that were
committed, maybe, in the '90s. The matter of the
Chemmani mass graves is another example. By moving
on that matter, you can prove to the people of this country
that your Government is serious on accountability and
reconciliation. Human skeletons have been unearthed at
the Chemmani mass graves based on a statement made by
a convict of the murder of Krishanthi Kumaraswamy;
based on that convict’s statement is how those mass
graves are now being exhumed. Sir, in 1998 or 1999, 15
skeletons were exhumed. What we heard last about those
skeletons was that they are kept in Glasgow in Scotland;
that is what we heard last, that those exhumed skeletons
were taken to Glasgow. So, it is very clear that this
Government does not have the technical expertise to
pursue investigations on the skeletons that are being
exhumed in Jaffna at the moment. The case that was filed
on the skeletons of those 15 people in 1998/1999 is still
pending in Colombo! That case was initially started in
Jaffna. Then, it was cited that there was no safety in
travelling to Jaffna and it was later moved to
Anuradhapura. That case, Hon. Minister of Justice, is still
pending in the Colombo Court. So, why do we not restart
that case? Those skeletons that were identified in
1998/1999 were found in a place adjacent to where the
excavations are happening right now. The 15 skeletons
are now in Glasgow. I saw a statement by the -

®6; Bearadss HAOznEmO)

(orewryLilg Lrdld surBTLST SjauiTssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you please wind up? Your time
is up.

O BB BRB5Y CrsyyTBOsT Gres@rhmH® dwmo

(omevsTLyifl @ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rTaLomentdasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I am winding up, Sir. Please give me one more
minute.

Sir, I would like to read a statement made by Uma
Kumaran, MP in the British Parliament, which she has
also published on her "X" account. There, she has tagged
the Foreign Secretary of the British Parliament. In her
statement, she states, I quote:

"In today's @CommonsForeign , I asked the Foreign Secretary
what steps the UK is taking to ensure accountability and about
referral to the ICC.

I very much welcome his confirmation that he’s happy to look
at what further technical expertise the UK can provide."

That is about the mass graves in Chemmani and she
has said that in the British Parliament. I also table* the
letter she has sent to the Foreign Secretary as well.

So, what I say, Sir, is that to have meaningful
reconciliation in this country, accountability is the key.
Let it be the Easter Sunday attack, the Chemmani mass
graves or the other mass graves that were found in
Kokkuthoduvai and even in Matale or let it be the
murders of Krishanthi, Premini, Vijitha in Batticaloa or
the murder of Rifaya in Batticaloa, but accountability is
the key. So, Sir, this is a good opportunity. The President
has also said that it is difficult for the Government to
investigate the government. We all know that. The deep
state's involvement, any government would struggle to
investigate.

®0 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have far exceeded your time.
Please wind up.

O B BRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhElmn® Dnmo
(omessTLyifl@ FrenTdhdlwesT FTELSS 6T @) TTaLoment&asin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I am winding up, Sir.

Therefore, what I am suggesting to this House is that
we must start a special prosecutor’s office with
international involvement so that people would come
forward to give evidence.

Then, there will be trust in it. I am sure this is what
the Catholic Church would also tell you, if you would
really ask them because unless there is an international
investigation on this matter, we would never find justice.
Justice would not be served, if we do not have an
international mechanism. Therefore, the Government

* gedmmed mds ¢ o.
* mrellewsiSBle) sweudsLILIL (Beirengy.
* Placed in the Library.
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must immediately take action to start an international
investigation, not only on the Easter Sunday attack, but
also on all the atrocities committed against the people of
Sri Lanka.

Thank you, Sir.

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana to
second the Adjournment Motion. You have seven
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, you have
only two more minutes.

oG (e0Dexs) mBrTe ePuast BedERD Swmo

(oressryfl@ (sweusdlwii) sallbhs Camagresr goweuiger)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

B0 Yo Dueed ©.0hemn®A, ®0 nd SBn
@ ©¢sID.

O OBBID WO IBEZD DvD0

(omessTyfl@ SHwhS &HETTS VEHS5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

@0 Bewdes mznemn®8, 9980 nD 8508 e¢mm
DICWBH C @B,

@0 (e00exs) BT esist SedRD Swmo

(oressrfl@ (weusdlwii) sallbhs Canagrssr gweuiserr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

YD Bewd mOmdn. Em emmnmg Beasiess? Jm,
@B gedeldmo Punwed @D SO 1@wFed o
Bedm. @B gededmd uinw nOB ¢echd sdFsen
©¢08n005Ined Obn®imy yhBw. omEd «dFem
D00 Bum 3docn 8857 00® w@®axTRm sOF D015
Bw "8 @z, den® HIDHO® "@meE @izt
8EAcd ulFven mOm om0 "ewBH, B Bexm
oFemsn B8EACD owgesy edmn. "ewRw, owed"
B omEd s8Fem dedths »OB O ay s ac-
DTO Derw® IO ISIS w-dmwd ead®d Hwidw



261 208E80®xInd 262

[0St (e0Den) mBsie evst $wdbsy @wvmn]

B Om e B DOBO 016 ©5Im Bwy ewsn. ®»YS
g Besterd? dn Bey gdoces? B8EAcD g =3Tven
WO HOOBY. &8, ©@® e deuv® wosiensy syFen?
& B0 05008, dBTIE O B OB, B ©1
DO MOB N0, VGBI 9VEDY BIed aBrId Bum Om
S50ndss  S8am em8®dd yme wosiesy, OO
euemdIND QVEmw. dn® &¢ BwEn Gdwlwd B8Eac
3@l EC®OR®. & eBI0RT G {BIT) OO &8
8, 0® T WS, S EEe®BTHDO 988y I,
& 8w 80y a@dBsId@ afgt-@dd otm?

& B0 e0ed8, SB8E BEICD ongedy edm . “8F
»®8 "Tropical Inn" oeow OIs HyYGD osiess.
"Channel 4" £0e0wesi@ gwid ©HEHN Bu® HIOEB
BemDo, (OO @O 8o weE Bum BEe8wr »OB
@®w @lenm w«simy Bestest Bwes. HB o® m»IO3w
CONEE DOETDC oxery mywert  ©; Bewdss
BDONEDROB?  Hored 9cE @wd OYizn  ensId
o3 A8 DO, Horwd BRI »eFHs® wdE &
8Eacd S0bamw »mOm @8 N8 o Bewdess
DO DROB? 8 0® gedld B y®g? WY @®
G0 WOery? Jed BmYe g9sies’ ©® gw gdwwo
BDOIH?

& Ded® e®on wewsy edmD, "V 0 YL BEPBsT
@® ylocwoed BOwnd Bwr. dwed @&ed BB Guwd
BaEr. #@18 0@ Beds ecomde ydm mowes?
S en?

S0, @d ¥Edx o ®»S WOmD. SOWO BOy
OTBOCT - ¢t wedl sBved 9uIm gw - BDDI, wds
&5edBSxsY O,

G Berdss HSOI1BNGEHD)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
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Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, your
additional time has also been exhausted.
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The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes only.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ananda Wijepala, you have exceeded your time
and if you go on, you will be taking the time of the Hon.
Harshana Nanayakkara and the Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition Sajith
Premadasa. You have been allotted 11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara. You have 13
minutes.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, I wish to correct myself. You have
eight minutes, not 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

I was very delighted when you said 13 minutes, Sir.
Anyway, what to do?

®0 Bewndss OrzNGEHDO)

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We had to deduct a few minutes from your time for
the Hon. Ananda Wijepala.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

298 8Seddcs.
STUPIBSITIT.
rose.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, he has only eight minutes. I had
to cut short his delight also.

@G BBeg SHS vRO Swmo

(oreryll@ FLLssrent] rea andid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Just to make a clarification, Sir.

@G BBeg 8B 55068 Svmo

(orenTfl@ FLLSBTemi QDT Q4T BHTessTTILdSSTT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

®ed ®mNedsT 8yd edddd eIy, ©d; Bewdes
DOIBTNEHDOB.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)

(orenryll@ Nrdld FuTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

If you do not mind, let us give him the full eight
minutes. You are scheduled to speak today, Hon. Rauff
Hakeem.

®G BBt 5GS w B wmo

(oreryfl@ FLLSSrevntl rerl andid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
I know, but I just want to - [/Interruption.]

@G BB w8vem 5506 %m0 Svmo
(oreTfl@ FLLSSTemi] aDT QG BHTessT TS TT)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
0®m Pod E®B, ®I Bewds mDNBNBHBOA.

®6 Beradss mSOznEmO)

(omrevwryLilg Lrdld surpTLsi Sjauissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, he does not want to be
interrupted. - [Interruption.] No, let him continue
uninterrupted, please.

O BB whuen 53050686 Svmo

(oressryfl@ FL L SSTewll QD iTagesr HTenTTwidbsTr)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

I would like to continue my speech. Hon. Member. -
[Interruption.]

©G BB 5GS wBO Owmo

(revrfl@ FLULGgrewt] reer’s andip)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
IZNEDRO Dwe?

O BBk w8uem 530508 Swmo
(oreTfl@ FLL_SSHTentl aniagest HresTmwidssTr)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
I decide how I speak, Sir. Thank you.
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Speaker is also from Isipathana College. We all had
Muslim friends. We saw how fearful they were when we
spoke to them, and that broke my heart. ®® Bwxds &
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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Bedn om mOes Beadm. The Hon. Shanakiyan
Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam in his Motion states, I quote:

"S. I propose to this House that a special prosecutor’s office with

international assistance be established to conduct these

investigations independently, in order to ensure justice for all
parties..."
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Without the political will to catch the crooks or those
who did wrong, no commission or investigation is going
to work. That is why, under the NPP Government, this is
going to work. We will catch the culprits; we will bring
closure to this case and bring justice to the victims of the
Easter Sunday attack. It will be done. In fact, Hon.
Minister Ananda Wijepala explained very well, step by
step, all the things we have done.

Sir, this proposal in the Motion of the Hon. Member
has some legal obstacles because he is suggesting a
special prosecutor’s office with international assistance
and that prosecutor is supposed to do the investigations
independently. That is what the Motion states. Sir, we live
in an adversarial system. In an inquisitorial system like in
France and Germany, the investigator prosecutes. But, in
an adversarial system, it is different - I am sure the Hon.
Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam would recognize
that - where, basically, the judge is a neutral referee. The
prosecution would produce the case; the defence would
put forward their version and the final determination
would be given. Therefore, the proposal in No. 5 of the
Motion itself is highly flawed because you cannot do it,
not in Sri Lanka, anyway.
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there is a perceived conflict of interest with regard to the
Attorney-General’s Department, as it serves as the adviser
to the Government. But, it is only a perceived conflict; we
are not saying there is a conflict. However, e® »=s/=fdw
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Once and for all, we need closure to these cases. 1
know that not a single person would ever be able to
forget their victimed loved ones. I know that, but peace is
important. Sir, let me quote from Matthew 5:9.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.”

Peace is what we want and if there is racist politics or
politics with religious hatred taking place, we will never
have peace. And, we are children of God, Sir.

Thank you.

O BB BB GotsyTBCSY Goes@o O Dwmo
(orevrLLfl@ FTeRTdhaSIWeT TTeLEbS T6sT @)rTEFLTessildheLb)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I want to clarify something.

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Rasamanickam, you can clarify.

O BB BB GotsyTBCHY Goes@o O Dwmo

(orevr L@ FTeRTdhSIWeT TTeLEbS T6sT @)rTEFLTessildheLb)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

2O BuEr Busy 000 BurIzy A5y 0808 HedD
QBID). - [&0dds 58@2] Of course.

®0; Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Since you moved this Motion, Hon. Member, I
believe your name would be mentioned. I will give you
30 seconds. - [Interruption.]

O BB BRbsY CrsyTBOsT Grws@rhmTHO® dnmo
(omessrLyfl@ FremTdhdlwest TTELSS et @)TTFLoTentdasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, get your Ministers in order. -
[Interruption.] What is this? What is this behavior? Is
this the change that the NPP proposed? Listen to a
Member when he has to say something!

®S; Bewds SrzNGEHDO)

(oresrflg Wrdld suTpTLST jeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I will give you 30 seconds. Would you
please say what you want to say?
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O BB BRe5T o5y TBOsT Gres@rmm® Swvmo
(oressTfl@ Fremtdhalwest TTeLSSresT @)rTFLomentdasiD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, you cannot give me just 30 seconds when the
Minister mentioned my name three times and questioned
the basis of the Motion I have moved. You have to give
me more time. Otherwise, he would be misleading the
public. So, you cannot give me just 30 seconds!

Sir, let me clarify this. Hon. Minister of Justice, within
the law of Sri Lanka, there are ways to form a system for
an international investigation to take place. If you read the
OMP Act which was passed, you would see that it does
not prohibit that and there is space to do that. At the same
time, when the Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe was in
the Opposition, he brought in a Private Members' Bill,
which was never passed. But, it went before the Supreme
Court. That Bill states that when a judge is removed,
foreign observers or foreign judges must get involved to
investigate, whether the judge who had been removed is
correct or not. And, the Supreme Court had given a clear
judgment, saying that it was not unconstitutional, that
they could go ahead with it. So, maybe, your knowledge
about the law, your field, is not enough. I think you
should speak to a few President’s Counsels and get some
advice before you make such statements in this House.
So, you are questioning the basis of my Motion without
having correct information. There is enough room within
the legal framework of Sri Lanka to have international
participation. So, if you do not know facts, do not say
that. Then, I have not confused myself over having an
independent Public Prosecutor's Office.

®0 Bewdss G506
(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Let us have the next speaker, please.

OO BB BB GotsyyFBCBY Gres@a€nH® Owmo
(orerL)fl@ FTERToHSIIWET TTRLES 6T @)ITFLTessildheLD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I am talking about a Special Prosecutor’s Office on
human rights violations. You yourself have said that the
Attorney-General’s Department is overworked and that it
is highly criticized.

G Berdss HSOI1zNEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Member, you made your point clear.

O BrenBBRB5T CrsyyIBOsT Gres@rhm® Svmo
(omessTLll @ FressTdhdl et FTe LSS TesT @)rTaFLoment&asLn)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

So, how can the State investigate the State when it is
the State who has committed the crimes? Both of you,
either the Minister of Public Security or the Minister of
Justice, did not say anything about the Chemmani mass
graves that I have mentioned in my Motion. So, both of
you have run away from some parts of the Motion.

®G; Bewdss HSOr15EHD )

(oreryflg NrHdF FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara. You
have nine minutes.

[e.20. 1.55]
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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oG BB yBE D00 wm (Bnux Foem 6w
8880 Oy Bewlts ¢®r1msn®o)
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law - Deputy
Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Deputy Minister? You can have a minute.
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, you can have
half a minute.
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera, you
have 13 Minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, the Hon. Deputy
Chairperson of Committees will take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, the Motion
that has been brought in by the Hon. Shanakiyan
Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam at the time of the
Adjournment states that the Government has failed to
ensure justice for human rights violations, including by
not revealing the truth about the Easter Sunday attack
immediately. But, our Government is committed to
revealing the truth and I must also mention here that, as a
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responsible Government, we always want to ensure
justice for human rights violations, especially to
immediately reveal the truth about the Easter Sunday
attack. Also, I must tell this august House that our
Government has never avoided responding to such issues
although this has been brought in as an Adjournment
Motion, because it is the responsibility of the
Government. Therefore, we have taken the fullest
responsibility to reveal the truth and to ensure justice for
the people who had been victimized.

The Report of the Presidential Commission of Inquiry,
which was appointed by the previous Government, had
been handed over to the CID to expedite the process of an
independent investigation. So, there is no influence or any
interference, which had been a bad practice of the
politicians of the previous regimes or governments, from
the side of the current Government or the political
authority. I must very clearly mention here that we have
not failed in such matters or deliberately avoided such
things. Now, see how the law is dealing with the
previously responsible corrupt politicians and government
officials and the mass scale corruptions that had taken
place in the past, which led the country to collapse
economically. So, the Government will definitely ensure
that an independent legal process is brought about in this
country for the people.
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Madam, if we take all the points I mentioned earlier,
they are very strategic and nationally valued points. With
a keen, independent and efficient investigation process
reintroduced by the Government involving State
investigation units and legal processes, there is no need to
have a special prosecuting office established with
international assistance to conduct these investigations
independently. We have the fullest potential to handle
this; our legal system has the fullest potential. Our
intelligence community, services and contingent units
have the fullest potential, capability, knowledge,
intellectuality and capacity to handle this; we have all
that. Therefore, there is no need to bring in or integrate
international assistance into our legal system since all that
is needed has been arranged by the Minister of Justice and
National Integration.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Labour)

©0; Bewdss m0m wweBnSed, first of all, I must
thank the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam
for bringing in this Adjournment Motion. However,
before starting my comments on this Motion, I must say
something about the revised pension that the retired
people are going to get on the 10™ of July.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)
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Under Section 11(e) of the Act, the OMP has powers,
I quote:

“(e) to establish from time to time, and in addition to those
Units and Divisions specifically mentioned in this Act, such
Committees and/or Divisions and/or Units as are required for the
effective administration and functioning of the OMP, and shall also
have the power to delegate such powers and functions as are
necessary to such Committees, Divisions and Units.”

Please get these committees appointed. Particularly,
this is an international issue today.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

No. It is going on very well. If there is any need to
appoint committees, we will do so. Now, we are
providing all the assistance necessary.
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This is practically your own graveyard inquiry.
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Even with regard to Muslims. In Kurukkalmadam, the
LTTE killed more than 150 Hajj pilgrims with their
families while they were returning from Hajj pilgrimage.
To date, there is a case with regard to that in the
Magistrate's Court of Batticaloa and we had asked for the
area to be excavated. But, no orders were given and the
case has been laid by. We are asking you to take action
now. Take action on those matters also because that is
what the OMP and your Ministry have to do.
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The OMP is looking at that again very carefully. The
OMP is there, but as an observer. When there is a
complaint - [Interruption]
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There is a procedure to be followed.
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Hon. Presiding Member, there is a very important
maxim in the legal jurisprudence which says that justice
must not only be done, but it must be seen to be done.
That maxim, I wish to start my speech with because when
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the Hon. Leader of the House Bimal Rathnayake was
speaking, he explained the backdrop to the Easter Sunday
attacks, the political motivations behind the Easter
Sunday attacks, as quite simply a setup, an incident
orchestrated by the Rajapaksas, who had had lost the
elections, through their agents within the Government,
using the influence they had in order to create a fear
psychosis within the country and to show that there is a
huge vacuum when it comes to security and that it is only
the Rajapaksas and in particular, someone like Gotabaya
Rajapaksa who can, in fact, ensure that security and that
that was the plan which was orchestrated and culminated
in the Easter Sunday attacks. That is correct; I agree. So,
he inadvertently accepts that the political influence of a
Government that had been defeated in 2015 was still
sufficiently influential within the State structure even four
years after their defeat to create an incident such as this to
come back to power.

Now, I am asking, Hon. Presiding Member, whether
any reasonable person who genuinely wants justice not
only be done, but wants it seen to be done could think that
a State structure which has been so influenced by the
power of 20 years - not just for the 10 years that the
Rajapaksas were in power starting from 2006, but they
were in very high office even for another ten years before
that since 1994 - could be got rid of within just six or
seven months since your coming to power? Is that
possible? Who are you fooling? So, the reality, Sir, is this.
Under these circumstances, when the State itself is the
accused party to a particular crime and when segments of
the State were so corrupted and so influenced politically,
the accusation that you all are making with regard to the
Easter Sunday attacks is that the Rajapaksas are the
accused party. But for 76 years since 1948, we all know
that there has been political influence in this country. The
institutions of governance have never been independent;
there has always been political influence. The politicians
controlled the State. That is why we are a failed State
today; that is why we are looked upon as a pariah State.
Even the people have begun to realize that and they
wanted a change because they hit rock bottom with the
economic crisis. So, that is the reality that we are dealing
with, Sir. If that is the reality and if this Government
thinks that by keeping the same basic State structure, they
could find justice, they are in a dreaming world. That
State structure would never allow the actual culprits
behind this heinous crime to be brought to justice. So,
justice would not be done, Sir; forget about justice being
seen to be done, it would not be done. You all would
ultimately, if at all, catch the small fries, the guinea pigs.

Sir, this, I am saying because I agree that on a crime
where the State structure is an accused party, where the
State is seen as an accomplice or its complicity is the
biggest accusation that is being made, the State cannot
investigate itself through an internal investigation. It goes
against the very nature, the very core principle of natural
justice. How can an accused party investigate itself?

That is why, Sir, whilst the fifth point of the Motion
talks of an independent Prosecutor’s Office that has

international assistance, I have disagreed with that. My
view is that on a crime such as the Easter Sunday attack,
where the State is an accused party, the investigation
must be international in character. You do not have
power over that State structure. The Minister of Justice
and National Integration, because his name was
registered in Parliament as "Dr.", that he had got a PhD,
had to go to the CID to make a complaint because he
suspected that there was sabotage. That is how deep the
political influence has been. We all know that. So, under
those circumstances, Sir, mark my words, if you all want
genuine justice, you would never get it. You would never
get it because you do not have the control of the State in
an independent manner. That is the truth.

Then, look at the circumstances of the Chemmani
mass graves; look at the position of the Tamils. You all
supported the war being party to the Chandrika
Kumaratunga Government, which is the accused party to
the Chemmani mass graves. The Chemmani mass graves
came out for the first time sometime in 1996 or 1997.
Then, the investigations brought out only 15 bodies.
Despite the fact that an accused person in the Krishanthi
Kumaraswamy case - I know this because my father was
the lawyer who looked after the interests of the
Kumaraswamy family - saying in his dock statement that
there were over 500 to 600 bodies buried in mass graves
in the Chemmani area, only 15 were discovered! And, the
Chemmani mass graves that are being currently
discovered are just a few metres from the original site.
But, the then Government or the State, the accused party,
did not even bother, despite the fact that there is an
accused person who gave details of those sites, to look at
just about 100 yards away from the origianal site, which
is where the present mass graves have been discovered.
So, that is what happens when the State itself is the
accused party. This is not a Tamil, Sinhala or a Muslim
matter. The question is whether you want legitimacy to
crimes that had happened and legitimacy with regard
investigations to ensure that the victims feel that they
have got justice.

So, Sir, an international investigation would be
needed into crimes where the accused party is the State
itself that even you all have no control over, even if you
are genuine like in the case of the Easter Sunday attacks.
I can tell you definitely or most certainly that you all are
not genuine with regard to the Chemmani mass graves
because you all were accomplices; you all wanted the war
and supported the war. Your President has said that there
would never be a prosecution with regard to those war
crimes, only merely a Truth Commission. So, if you want
to put right this State, which is broken, then you must do
it in a proper way that the victims feel certain that they, at
least, have a Government which is listening to them for
once and is on their side.

Sir, I just want to say one more thing since the Hon.
Minister is here.
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I will take only one minute, Sir.

On the 23" of October, 2024, one Mohamed Suhail
Mohamed Rifai was arrested - now it has been nine
months - and he is still in detention under the PTA. This
Mohamed Suhail Mohamed Rifai is from Mawanella and
he was a student who was undergoing an airline cabin
crew course in Colombo. He was arrested by the
Dehiwala Police when he had gone to rent a room, where
they had asked for his NIC and he did not have it with
him. He was produced in court on the 25" of October,
2024. Then, his father produced his National Identity
Card and he was released. When he was released, he
immediately went to Mawanella. Then, in the night, the
Dehiwala Police had gone to Mawanella and arrested him
again.

This time, they have made charges saying that in his
phone, there was some post supportive of the Palestinians
and against the Israelis. That post, Sir, is now before
court; it is in the B Report. And, what is it? It is an emoji;
it is an emoji of an Israeli flag and a person with a sword
pointing at the flag or let us say, pricking the flag. How
can that be a reason to be arrested under the PTA and
being kept for nine months, Hon. Minister? Nine months!
Is that reasonable? It is ridiculous!
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Okay, Sir.

Number one, that is free speech. How can that be an
offence under the PTA, for God’s sake? I am telling you,
these are the things that make people, the ordinary,
innocent people, express so distastefully and be so
prejudiced against the State structure when it comes to
their civic rights because this is how they are treated. Sir,
I totally agree that the Ministry should not get involved in
cases, but this is absurd! Your reason for allowing the
police to continue to use the PTA is that they would use it
properly. On what grounds can you say that the PTA is
used properly? For God’s sake, intervene and get these
people released! It is completely unacceptable!

Thank you.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 11th
July, 2025 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this Day.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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