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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH]
in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Secretary-General of Parliament will now read
out the Gazette Notification summoning Parliament at the
request of the Hon. Prime Minister.
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Whereupon the Secretary-General of Parliament read the following
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BUDGETARY RELIEF ALLOWANCE OF WORKERS

(AMENDMENT) BILLS: DETERMINATIONS OF THE SUPREME
COURT
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to announce that the Hon. Speaker has received
the Determinations of the Supreme Court on the Bill
titled “Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers
(Amendment)”, (L.D.-O 19/2025) and the Bill titled
“Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers (Amendment)”,
(L.D.-O 20/2025), which had been challenged in the
Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

The Supreme Court has held that the provisions of the
Bills are inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the
Constitution and can only be passed with the special
majority required under paragraph (2) of Article 84.

Further, the inconsistency will cease if the “National
Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) Bill” is first
passed by a simple majority and certified into law and
subsequently, these two Bills are passed by a simple
majority and certified into laws.

I order that the two full Determinations of the
Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report of
today's Proceedings.

egdndmosmed Foes:

2w BHI0STSG L)

Determinations of the Supreme Court:
(a)

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

“BUDGETARY RELIEF ALLOWANCE OF WORKERS (AMENDMENT)" BILL

of Workers Act, No. 4 of 2016

To amend the Budg y Relief of All

S.C. (SD) No. 16/2025
Petitioner Suranjaya Amarasinghe,

General Secretary,

Commercial and Industrial Workers’ Union,

No 17, Barracks Lane, Colombo 02.

Counsel Swasthika Arulingam

S.C. (SD) No. 17/2025

Petitioner Devinda Koedagoda,

Secretary,

Private Workers’ Centre,

No. 49/53 B, Salmal Uyana, Kirindiwela
Road,

Yakkala.

Nuwan Bopage
Counsel
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Respondent Hon. Attorney General,

Attorney General’s Department,

Colombo 12.

Counsel for the State Sumathi Dharmawardena, PC, ASG with

Manohara Jayasinghe, DSG
Before:

S. Thurairaja, PC, J.
Kumudini Wickremasinghe, J.
Janak De Silva, J,

The Court assembled for hearing at 10.00 a.m. on 18" June 2025.

A Bill in its short title referred to as the “Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers
(Amendment) Bill” to amend the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act, No, 4 of 2016
[Bill] was published in the Government Gazette of 20" May 2025. It was placed on the
Order Paper of Parliament on 3 June 2025.

Two petitions bearing Nos. 5.C.5.D. 15/2025 and S.C.S.D. 18/2025 were filed, challenging
the constitutionality of the Bill.

Upon receipt of the said petitions, the Registrar of this Court issued notice on the Hon.
Attorney General as required by Article 134(1) of the Constitution. We heard the
Petitioners and the Hon, Attorney-General.

Outline of the Bill

The Bill seeks to amend Section 3 of the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No. 4
of 2016. The legal effect of the amendment is to cease the payment of Budgetary Relief
Allowance with effect from 31 March 2025.

Jurisdiction of Court

This Court is exercising the jurisdiction vested in it in terms of Article 120 of the
Constitution which reads:

“The Supreme Court shall have sole and exclusive jurisdiction to deterrmpne way
question as to whether any Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent wiN~the
Constitution...”

The scope of our jurisdiction is dealt with in Article 123(1) of the Constitution which
requires the determination of the Court to be accompanied by the reasons therefor and
shall state whether the Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution
and if so, which provision or provisions of the Constitution.

When a primary determination is made as provided in Article 123(1) as to any
inconsistency with the Constitution, the consequential determinations the Court is
required to make are specified in Article 123(2) which reads:

“(2) Where the Supreme Court determines that the Bill or any provision thereof is
inconsi: with the Constitution, it shall also state -

(a) whether such Bill is required to comply with the provisions of poragraphs (1)
and (2) of Article 82; or

(b) whether such Bill or any provision thereof may only be passed by the special
majority required under the provisions of paragroph (2} of Article 84; or

{c) whether such Bill or any provision thereof requires to be passed by the
special majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84
and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of
Article 83,

and may specify the nature of the amendments which would make the Bill or such
provision cease to be inconsistent.”

Therefore, the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is limited to determining whether the Bill
or any provision thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution. Court does not have
jurisdiction to determine the constitutionality of any proposed Committee Stage
Amendments without determining whether the Bill or any provision thereof is
inconsistent with the Constitution.

Where the Court so determines and in specifying the nature of the amendments which
would make the Bill or such provision cease to be inconsistent, it is possible for the Court
to consider any changes proposed by the Hon. Attorney General or any party to the
proceedings.

Further, notwithstanding proposals which the Attorney General submits to this\Wggixt as
being proposed amendments to be introduced during the Committee Stage in Parlimxert,
this Court must determine the constitutionality of the respective clauses of the Bill wiRE
has been published in the gozette.

C ion of the Petitit

The Bill seeks to take away the existing payment of allowances without reasonable
justification and is arbitrary. It seeks to take away existing payment of allowances
retrospectively and will unfairly impact workers who have already been paid an allowance
for the period April to June 2025.

The Bill is inconsistent with the Directive Principles of State Policy enshrined in Articles
27(7), 27(8) and 27(9) and the right to equality guaranteed by Article 12(1) of the
Constitution. Therefore, the Bill can only be passed with the special majority required
under paragraph (2) of Article 84 and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue
of Article 83.

Historical Context

A budgetary relief allowance was first introduced by Budgetary Relief All e of
Workers (No. 1) Law. It granted a special allowance to all workers. Workers remunerated
on a monthly basis was granted a special allowance of not less than 25% of the monthly
wage. Daily paid workers were granted a special allowance of not less than 25% of the
daily rate due. Workers employed on a piece rate basis was granted a special allowance of
not less than 25% of the wage due on a piece rate basis for the month. The allowance paid
to all three categories of employees was subject to a ceiling of Rs. 50/=.

Subsequently, the Budgetary Relief of Allowance Workers Law No. 18 of 1978 was enacted
which introduced a wage ceiling for the pay of the bud, y relief all e

In 2005, the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No. 36 of 2005 increased the
allowance with effect from 1% August 2005, The allowance was again increased in 2016 by
the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No. 4 of 2016 with effect from 1* May
2015.

Analysis

Article 75 of the Constitution empowers Parliament to make laws having retrospective
effect.

However, we agree with the contention of the Petitioners that any amendmenX\whish
deprives a worker of the allowances he has received or will receive in terms ofRge
Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No. 4 of 2016 will be arbitrary and inconsistent
with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

However, the learned ASG drew our attention to the bill titled National Minimum Wage of
Workers (Amendment) bill tabled in Parliament on the same day the Bill was tabled. The
constitutionality of that bill has not been impugned.

The State has made available to Court the relevant Cabinet Memorandums and decisions
pertaining to the Bill and the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) bill as
well as the National Minimum Wage of Workers {Amendment) bill which seeks to amend
the National Minimum Wage of Workers Act No. 3 of 2016.

The legal effect of the National Minimum Wage of Workers {(Amendment) bill is to increase
the National Minimum Monthly Wage (NMMW) by Rs. 8,500/= and National Minimum
Daily Wage (NMDW) by Rs. 380/= with effect from 1* April 2025 to 31% December 2025
and further to increase the NMMW by Rs. 3000/= and NMDW by Rs. 120 with effect from
1% January 2026. It further seeks to consolidate the budgetary relief allowances as part of
the wage of the workers.

Clause 2 of the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) bill seeks to increase
the current NMMW from Rs. 17,500/= to Rs. 27,000/= and the NMDW from Rs. 700/= to
Rs. 1,080/= with effect from 1% April 2025. This Clause further increases the NMMW by
Rs. 3,000/= from Rs. 27,000/= to Rs. 30,000/= and the NDMW by Rs. 120/= from Rs.
1,080/= to Rs. 1,200/= with effect from 1* January 2026.

Section 3(a) of the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) bill reads as
follows:

“the budgetory relief allowances payable as at March 31, 2025, under the
provisions of the Budgetary Relief Al e of Workers Act, No. 36 of 2005, the
Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act, No. 4 of 2016, or both, shall form part
of the national minimum monthly or daily woge specified in section 2 payable to all
workers in any industry or service;”

Hence, the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) ill seeks to incorporate the
budgetary relief allowances that were payable as of 31 March 2025 under the Budgetary
Relief Allowance of Workers Act No. 36 of 2005 and Budgetary Relief Allowance of



2973

Workers Act No. 4 of 2016 as part of the NMMW or NMDW payable to all workgss from
1% April 2025,

Determination

For the foregoing reasons, we conclude that the provisions of the Bill are inconsistent with
Article 12(1) of the Constitution and can only be passed with the special majority required
under paragraph (2) of Article 84.

The inconsistency will cease if the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) Bill
is first passed by a simple majority and certified into law and subsequently the Bill is
passed by a simple majority and certified into law.

We wish to place on record our deep appreciation of the assistance given by the learned
Counsel who appeared for the Petitioners and the learned Additional Solicitor General
who represented the Hon. Attorney-General in these proceedings.

S. Thurairaja, PC
Judge of the Supreme Court

Kumudini Wickremasinghe
Judge of the Supreme Court

Janak De Silva
Judge of the Supreme Court

(b)

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LARS K A

“BUDGETARY RELIEF ALLOWANCE OF WORKERS (AMENDMENT) BILL"

To amend the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act, No. 36 of 2005

5.C. (SD) No. 15/2025

Petitioner 3 Suranjaya Amarasinghe,
General Secretary,
Commercial and Industrial Workers” Union,
No 17, Barracks Lane, Colombo 02.

Counsel ! Swasthika Arulingam

S.C. (SD) No. 18/2025

Petitioner s Devinda Kodagoda,
Secretary,
Private Workers’ Centre,
No. 49/53 B, Saimal Uyana, Kirindiwela
Road,
Yakkala.

Counsel y Nuwan Bopege

Respondent 3 Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General’s Department,
Colombo 12.

Sumathi Dharmawardena, PC, ASG with
Manohara Jayasinghe, DSG

Counsel for the State

2025 #8 30 2974

Before:

S. Thurairaja, PC, J.
Kumudini Wickremasinghe, J.
Janak De Silva, J.

The Court assembled for hearing at 10.00 a.m. on 18™ June 2025.

A Bill in its short title referred to as the “Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers
(Amendment) Bill" to amend the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act, No. 36 of
2005 [Bill] was published in the Government Gazette of 20™" May 2025. It was placed on
the Order Paper of Parliament on 3 June 2025.

Two petitions bearing Nos. S.C.5.D. 15/2025 and 5.C.5.D. 18/2025 were filed, challenging
the constitutionality of the Bill.

Upon receipt of the said petitions, the Registrar of this Court issued notice on the Hon.
Attorney General as required by Article 134(1) of the Constitution. We heard the
Petitioners and the Hon. Attorney-General.

Outline of the Bill

The Bill seeks to amend Section 3 of the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No.
36 of 2005. The legal effect of the amendment is to cease the payment of Budgetary Relief
Allowance with effect from 31" March 2025.

Jurisdiction of Court

This Court is exercising the jurisdiction vested in it in terms of Article 120 of the
Constitution which reads:

“The Supreme Court shall have sole ond exclusive jurisdiction to determine any
question as to whether any Bill or ony provision thereof is inconsistent with the
Constitution...”

The scope of our jurisdiction is dealt with in Article 123(1) of the Constitution which
requires the determination of the Court to be accompanied by the reasons therefor and
shall state whether the Bill or any provision thereof is i with the Constitution
and if so, which provision or provisions of the Constitution.

When a primary determination is made as provided in Article 123(1) as kp 3(]\’
inconsistency with the Constitution, the consequential determinations the Cour{u‘
required to make are specified in Article 123(2) which reads:

“(2) Where the Supreme Court determines that the Bill or any provision thereof is
inconsistent with the Constitution, it shall also state —

(a) whether such Bill is required to comply with the provisions of paragraphs (1)
and (2) of Article 82; or

(b) whether such Bill or any provision thereof may only be passed by the special
majority required under the provisions of paragroph (2) of Article 84; or

{c} whether such Bill or any provision thereof requires to be passed by the
special majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2] of Article 84
and opproved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of
Article 83,

and may specify the nature of the amendments which would make the Bill or such
provision cease to be inconsistent.”

Therefore, the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is limited to determining whether the Bill
or any provision thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution. Court does not have
jurisdiction to determine the constitutionality of any proposed Committee Stage
Amendments without determining whether the Bill or any provision thereof is
inconsistent with the Constitution.

Where the Court so determines and in specifying the nature of the amendments which
would make the Bill or such provision cease to be inconsistent, it is possible for the Court
to consider any changes proposed by the Hon. Attorney General or any party to the
proceedings.

Further, notwithstanding proposals which the Attorney General submits to this Court as
being proposed amendments to be introduced during the Committee Stage in Parliament,
this Court must determine the constitutionality of the respective clauses of the Bill which
has been published in the gozette.

Contention of the Petitioners

The Bill seeks to take away the existing payment of all es without reasonable
justification and is arbitrary. It seeks to take away existing payment of allowances
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retrospectively and will unfairly impact workers who have already been paid an dfjowance
for the period April to June 2025.

The Bill is inconsistent with the Directive Principles of State Policy enshrined in Articles
27(7), 27(8) and 27(9) and the right to equality guaranteed by Article 12(1) of the
Constitution. Therefore, the Bill can only be passed with the special majority required
under paragraph (2) of Article 84 and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue
of Article 83.

Historical Context

A budgetary relief allowance was first introduced by Budgetary Relief Allowance of
Workers (No. 1) Law. It granted a special allowance to all workers, Workers remunerated
on a monthly basis was granted a special allowance of not less than 25% of the monthly
wage. Daily paid workers were granted a special allowance of not less than 25% of the
daily rate due. Workers employed on a piece rate basis was granted a special allowance of
not less than 25% of the wage due on a piece rate basis for the month. The allowance paid
to all three categories of employees was subject to a ceiling of Rs. 50/=.

208Ee®xsInd 2976

Determination

For the foregoing reasons, we conclude that the provisions of the Bill are inconsistent Wii: -
Article 12(1) of the Constitution and can only be passed with the special majority required
under paragraph (2) of Article 84.

The inconsistency will cease if the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) Bill
is first passed by a simple majority and certified into law and subsequently the Bill is
passed by a simple majority and certified into law,

We wish to place on record our deep appreciation of the assistance given by the learned
Counsel who appeared for the Petitioners and the learned Additional Solicitor General
who represented the Hon. Attorney-General in these proceedings.

Subsequently, the Budgetary Relief of All Workers Law No. 18 of 1978 was enacted

which intreduced a wage ceiling for the payment of the budgetary relief allowance.

In 2005, the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No, 36 of 2005 increased the

allowance with effect from 1% August 2005. The allowance was again increased in 2016 by S Thurairaja PC
the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No. 4 of 2016 with effect from 1 May : '
2015. Judge of the Supfeme Court
Analysis
Article 75 of the Constitution empowers Parliament to make laws having retrospective
effect. Kumudini Wickremasinghe
However, we agree with the contention of the Petitioners that any d which Judge of the Supreme Court
deprives a worker of the allowances he has received or will receive in terms of the
Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No. 36 of 2005 will be arbitrary and
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution. Janak De Sitva .
However, the learned ASG drew our attention to the bill titled National Minimum Wage of

Judge of the Supreme Court

Workers (Amendment) bill tabled in Parliament on the same day the Bill was tabled. The
constitutionality of that bill has not been impugned,

The State has made available to Court the relevant Cabinet Memorandums and dle ¢ (néng

pertaining to the Bill and the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) bi || as

well as the National Minimum Wage of Workers {Amendment) bill which seeks to amenc 111
the National Minimum Wage of Workers Act No. 3 of 2016.

Thelegal effect of the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) billis to increase 83810 ® (&,o@@d’am) 235)%5Y @26)9@&5&:

the National Minimum Monthly Wage (NMMW) by Rs. 8,500/= and National Minimum ® @’g S ed BSens
Daily Wage (NMDW) by Rs. 380/= with effect from 1% April 2025 to 31* December 2025 SO L1esflaeir ( ﬁ . Lb) UL eedlh: . it ,rﬁ’ ﬁwa'n .
and further to increase the NMMW by Rs. 3000/= and NMDW by Rs. 120 with effect from 623 5 .. @ ’ 5
: i
¢ . lidate the budgetary relief al f 4
1% January 2026. It further seeks to consolidate the budgetary relief allowances as part o COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL: DETERMINATION OF THE
the wage of the workers. SUPREME COURT

Clause 2 of the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) bill seeks to increase
the current NMMW from Rs. 17,500/= to Rs. 27,000/= and the NMDW from Rs. 700/= to
Rs. 1,080/= with effect from 1* April 2025. This Clause further increases the NMMW by
Rs. 3,000/= from Rs. 27,000/= to Rs. 30,000/= and the NDMW by Rs. 120/= from Rs.
1,080/=to Rs. 1,200/= with effect from 1* January 2026.

®S Bewdsns mS50EmR o

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to announce to Parliament that the Hon.
Speaker has received the Decision of the Supreme Court
in respect of the Bill titled “Companies (Amendment)”,
fobose: which had been challenged in the Supreme Court in terms
of Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

Section 3(a) of the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) bill reads as

“the budgetary relief allowances poyable as at March 31, 2025, under the
provisions of the Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act, No. 36 of 2005, the
Budgetory Relief Allowance of Workers Act, No. 4 of 2016, or both, shall form part
of the national minimum monthly or daily woge specified in section 2 payable to all
workers in any industry or service;”

The Supreme Court has communicated that since the
Petitioners in S.C. (SD) 19/2025 and S.C. (SD) 20/2025
had opted to withdraw the petitions as they are satisfied
with the proposed Committee Stage Amendments, the
Court had not made a Determination on the

Hence, the National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment) bill seeks to incorporate - ) {
constitutionality of the Bill.

the budgetary relief allowances that were payable as of 31* March 2025 under the
Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers Act No. 36 of 2005 and Budgetary Relief Allowance
of Workers Act No. 4 of 2016 as part of the NMMW or NMDW payable to all workers from
1% April 2025,

I order that the Decision of the Supreme Court be
printed in the Official Report of today’s Proceedings.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
“COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL”

S.C. (SD) No. 19/2025

Petitioner Institute for the Development of
Commercial Law and Practice,
No. 53, Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha,
Colombo 00700,
Counsel Dr, Kanag Iswaran, PC with Dilshani Wijayawardana and

Lakshman Jeyakumar

5.C (SD) No. 20/2025
Petitioners 1. Transparency International Sri Lanka,
No. 366, Nawala Road,

A Nawala, Rajagiriya.

2. Pulasthi R.K. Hewamanna,
No.366, Nawala Road,

Nawala, Rajagiriya.

Counsel Nilshantha Sirimanne with Saranee Gunathilaka and
Nithma Fernando
Respondent Hon. Attorney General

Attorney General’s Dept,
Colombo 12.

Counsel for the State: Nirmalan Wigneswaran, DSG with Sabrina Ahmed, SSC

{Before:

and Induni Randeni, SC

Janak De Silva, J.

Mahinda Samayawardhena J.

Arjuna Obeyesekere, J.

The Court assembled for hearing at 10.00 a.m. on 23 and 24" June 2025.

A Billin its short title referred to as the “Companies (Amendment) Bill” [8ill] to amend
the Companies Act, No. 07 of 2007 was published in the Government Gazette of 24"
April 2025. It was placed on the Order Paper of Parliament on 5" June 2025,

Two petitions bearing Nos. S.C.S.D. 19/2025 and S.C.S.D. 20/2025 were filed,
challenging the constitutionality of the Bill.

Upon receipt of the said petitions, the Registrar of this Court issued notice on the Hon.
Attorney General as required by Article 134(1) of the Constitution. We heard the
Petitioners and the Hon. Attorney-General.

On 23" June 2025, the learned DSG informed Court that there are certain Committee
Stage amendments that he proposes to make to the Bill in order to address the
concerns raised by the Petitioners. The Petitioners responded by informing court that
they will withdraw the petitions if the proposed amendments address their concerns.

Accordingly, Court granted a short adjournment and reconvened on 24 June 2025.
The learned DSG informed court that he has shared the proposed Committee Stage
amendments with the Petitioners who indicated that they are satisfied with the
proposed amendments. The Petitioners moved to withdraw both petitions.

Jurisdiction of Court

This Court is exercising the jurisdiction vested in it in terms of Article 120 of the
Constitution which reads:

“The Supreme Court shall have sole and exclusive jurisdiction to determine any
question as to whether any Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent with the
Constitution...”

The scope of our jurisdiction is dealt with in Article 123(1) of the Constitution which
requires the determination of the Court to be accompanied by the reasons therefor
and shall state whether the Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent with the
Constitution and if so, which provision or provisions of the Constitution.

When a primary determination is made as provided in Article 123(1) as to any
inconsistency with the Constitution, the consequential determinations the Court is
required to make are specified in Article 123(2).

2025 &8 30

2978

Accordingly, the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is limited to determining whether
the Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution. Court does not
have jurisdiction to determine the canstitutionality of any proposed Committee Stage
Amendments without determining whether the Bill or any provision thereof is
inconsistent with the Constitution.

Accordingly, we make no determination on the constitutionality of the proposed
Committee Stage amendments.

Inview of the bone fide application for withdrawal made by the Petitioners, we allow
the withdrawal.

We wish to place on record our deep appreciation of the assistance given by the
learned Counsel who appeared for the Petitioners and the leamed DSG who
represented the Hon. Attorney-General in these proceedings,

i

FovakDe Silva
Judge of the Supreme Court

Mahinda Samayawardhena
Judge of the Supreme Court

Arjuna Obeyesekere
Judge of the Supreme Court
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to announce to Parliament that the Hon.
Speaker has received the Determination of the Supreme
Court in respect of the Bill titled “Sri Lanka Electricity
(Amendment)”, which was challenged in the Supreme
Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

In the said Determination, the Supreme Court has
summarized the Constitutionality of the Bill as follows:

- Clause 8(2) shall be amended suitably to provide
that the members of the Committee referred to
therein shall be liable under the Anti-Corruption
Act, No. 9 0f2023.

- Clause 13(1)(c) is violative of Article 3 of the
Constitution and requires to be passed by the
special majority of Parliament and be approved by
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the people at a Referendum. However, the said
violation shall cease, if this Clause is amended as
set out in the Summary of the Determination of the
Supreme Court.

- Clause 13(1)(b) is vague and arbitrary as it does
not contain any provisions relating to the transfer
of employees and their rights as employees during
the second stage of unbundling. Therefore, this
Clause is violative of Article 12(1) read with
Article 14(1)(g) of the Constitution, and this
Clause shall only be passed by the special majority
required under Article 84(2). The said violation
shall however cease, if this Clause is amended as
set out in the Summary of the Determination of the
Supreme Court.

- Clause 13(2) is in violation of Articles 12(1) and
14(1)(g) of the Constitution. The said violation
shall however cease, if this Clause is amended as
set out in the Summary of the Determination of the
Supreme Court.

I order that the full Determination of the Supreme
Court be printed in the Official Report of today’s
Proceedings of the House.

ogddmimod Foaans:
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF SRI LAN

“SRI LANKA ELECTRICITY [AMENDMENT] BILL”

SC (SD) No.
08/2025

Petitioners: 1. Ceylon Electricity Board
Engineers’ Union

2. Thejapriya Athulakeerthi

3. Pati Arambage Sithum
Lakshan Kumaratunga

4. Urupalaw Ga.rﬂaralaya
Jayanka Kumudini Gamlath
Counsel: Uditha Egalahewa, PC with N.K.
Ashokbharan

—

SC (SD) No. Petitioners:

09/2025

K.A.N. Gihan Wijesinghe
W.A. Priyantha Prabath
Kosala Abeysinghe

G.A. Shakila Lakmal
K.H.S: Priyantha

I I

Upul Rohana
Wickremaarachchi

Shantha
Hirannya
Basheer,

Counsel: Jayawardena with
Damunupola, Azra

Niroshika ~ Wegiriya,

Wihangi Tissera and Tharuka
Ranatunga

SC (SD) No.
10/2025

Petitioner: Ajith P. Perera

Counsel: Sapumal Bandara with Ganguli
De Silva Dayarathna, Vishmi Yapa
Abeywardhane and Dilan

Kuragodage

SC (SD) No.
11/2025

Petitioner: Mahinda Vidhura Bandara
Ralapanawe

Counsel: Senani Dayaratne with Nishadi
Wickramasinghe, Maheshika
Bandara and Janani

Abeywikrama

SC (SD} No.
12/2025

Petitioner: Priyantha Wickramasinghe

Counsel: Swasthika Arulingam

SC (SD) No.
13/2025

Petitioner: 1. Jayalath Abayawardena
Mudiyansalage Sanka
Chandima Abayawardena

2. Ballanthudawa Achchige
Nuwan Chamara Indunil

3. Liyana Arachchige Parakrama
Jayasinghe

Counsel: Canishka Witharana with Sawani
Rajakaruna, Anuradha
Ponnamperuma and Sathmi

Witharana

SC (SD) No.
14/2025

Petitioner: Duminda Nagamuwa

Counsel: Thanuka Nandasiri with Ishan

Jayasundera
vs.

Respondent: Hon. Attorney General

Counsel:  Viveka  Siriwardena, PC, Additional Solicitor General
with Ishara Madarasinghe, State Counsel and Medhaka
Fernando, State Counsel

BEFORE: A.H.M.D Nawaz, J Judge of the Supreme Court
Arjuna Obeyesekere, J Judge of the Supreme Court
K. Priyantha Fernando, J Judge of the Supreme Court

The Court assembled for hearing at 10.00 a.m. on 11% June 2025
and 12 June 2025.

A Bill in its long title referred to as the “Sri Lanka Electricity
[Amendment] Bill”, and in its short title referred to as the “Sri Lanka
Electricity (Amendment) Act” [the Bill] was published as a
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Supplement in Part II of the Government Gazette of 16t May 2025,
It was presented in Parliament by the Hon. Minister of Power and was
placed on the Order Paper of Parliament of 23+ May 2025.

Fifteen Petitioners have invoked the jurisdiction of this Court in
terms of Article 121(I) of the Constitution by filing the above
numbered petitions in the Registry of the Supreme Court between
29t May 2025 and 5% June 2025. The Petitioners have prayed inter
alia that this Court declare that the Bill in its entirety is in violation
of Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 12(1), 12(2), 14(1)(g) and 83 of the Constitution
and for a determination that in addition to being passed with not less
than two-thirds of the whole number of Members of Parliament
(including those not present) voting in its favour [the special
majority], the Bill must be approved by the People at a Referendum.,

Upon receipt of the said petitions, the Registrar of this Court issued
notice on the Attorney General, as required by Article 134(1) of the
Constitution.

This Court heard extensive submissions from the learned President’s
Counsel for the Petitioners in SC (SD) No. 8/2025, the learned
Counsel appearing for the Petitioners in the other applications, and
the learned Additional Solicitor General. All parties were also afforded
the opportunity of filing written submissions. In the course of her
submissions, the learned Additional Solicitor General, Ms. Viveka
Siriwardena, PC informed this Court that amendments will be moved
at the Committee Stage of Parliament to several Clauses of the Bill.
The said amendments will be referred to when reference is made in
this Determination to the said Clauses.

Jurisdiction of Court

This Court is exercising the jurisdiction vested in it in terms of Article
120 of the Constitution which requires this Court to determine
whether the Bill in its entirety is, or any of its provisions are
inconsistent with the Constitution. Article 123(1) provides further
that, “The determination of the Supreme Court shall be accompanied
by the reasons therefore and shall state whether the Bill or any
provision thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution and if so, which
provision or provisions of the Constitution.” Once a primary
determination is made in terms of Article 123(1), the consequential
determinations the Court is required to make are specified in Article
123(2), which reads as follows:

“(2) Where the Supreme Court determines that the Bill or any
provision thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution, it shall also
state -

(a) whether such Bill is required to comply with the provisions of
paragraphs (1) and (2) of Article 82; or

{b) whether such Bill or any provision thereof may only be passed
by the special majority required under the provisions of
paragraph (2) of Article 84; or

(c) whether such Bill or any provision thereof requires to be
passed by the special majority required under the provisions
of paragraph (2) of Article 84 and approved by the People at a
Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83,

and may specify the nature of the amendments which would make
the Bill or such provision cease to be inconsistent.”
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In terms of Article 83, the requirement for a bill or a provision thereof
to be passed with the special majority of Parliament and to be
approved by the People at a Referendum will arise only where such
bill or a provision thereof seeks to amend, repeal or replace Articles
1,2,8,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 30(2), 62(2) or 83 itself, of the Constitution.

The Electricity Act

The Electricity Act, No. 36 of 2024 [the Act] was certified on 27% June
2024. As provided in its long title, the Act contains provisions inter
alia for the implementation of reforms to the electricity industry and
the legislative measures by which all activities connected to the
generation, transmission, distribution, trade, supply and
procurement of electricity presently carried out by the Ceylon
Electricity Board were to vest in new corporate entitics to be
incorperated under the Companies Act, No. 7 of 2007. Thus, the goal
of the reforms introduced by the Act was to ‘unbundle’ the Ceylon
Electricity Board, and as set out in the preamble, to introduce
“reforms to the existing institutional framework of the Electricity
Industry which duly recognises the need, and is designed to attract
new investment into the Electricity Industry supported by segregation
and separation of the activities of the Electricity Industry currently
vested in a single Government owned entity by the incorporation of
independent corporate entities in whom shall be vested all activities
connected with the generation, transmission, distribution, trade,
supply and procurement of electricity and who shall be responsible for
the efficient management of these activities and for the creation of
market competition in these activities”.

In terms of Section 51 of the Act, with effect from the Appointed Date,
the Ceylon Electricity Board Act, No.17 of 1969 shall stand repealed
with the result that the Ceylon Electricity Board shall cease to be a
legal entity. In order to carry out the unbundling of the Ceylon
Electricity Board and ensure a smooth transition, Section 18 of the
Act mandated the preparation of a Transfer Plan containing
provisions for the transition, transfer and reorganization of the
Electricity Industry in Sri Lanka including provisions relating to the
structure of the Electricity Industry, detailed plans, proposals and
strategies for the unbundling of the activities of the Ceylon Electricity
Board relating to the generation, transmission, distribution and
supply of electricity, and the status of the employees of the Ceylon
Electricity Board,

In terms of Section 1(2} thereof, only Sections 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 10(1),
10(2)(b), 10(3), 10(5), 14, 15, 17, 18 and 38 and the sections specified
in Section 1(4) of the Act became effective with the Act being certified.
These sections contained provisions relating to the preparation of the
Transfer Plan and the transition provided for in the Act. The rest of
the provisions of the Act were to come into operation on a date to be
determined by the Minister by Order published in the Gazette [the
Appointed Date].

The first proviso to Section 1(2} provided that during the interim
period between 27® June 2024 and the Appointed Date, the
Preliminary Transfer Plan, the National Electricity Policy, including
the National Tariff Policy, the Annual Power Procurement Plan and
the Long Term Power System Development Plan shall be prepared,
approved and be in place in accordance with the provisions of the Act
and that the Order declaring the Appointed Date shall be published
only where the Minister is satisfied that the above activity has been
completed. The second proviso to Section 1(2) provided that where no
appointed date is published in the Gazette, as required by Section
1(2) even though the Minister is satisfied that the requirements in
the first proviso have been met, the provisions of the Act other than
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those specified in Section 1(2) shall come into operation immediately
upon the expiry of the twelve-month period from 27t% June 2024.

The preamble and Schedule I of the Bill sets out the manner in which
the Bill seeks to introduce the institutional reforms. The generation,
transmission and distribution functions of the Ceylon Electricity
Board are to be ‘unbundled’ and entrusted to separate corporate
entities to be established under the Companies Act, No. 7 of 2007 in
the following manner:

(1) One company of which one hundred percent of the shares shall
be held by the Government of Sri Lanka to take over the hydro
power generation assets of the Ceylon Electricity Board;

(2) One company to take over the coal power plant owned and
operated by Ceylon Electricity Board and the Lanka Coal
Company;

(3) One company to take over the thermal generation assets of the
Ceylon Electricity Board;

(4) One company to take over the wind power plant owned,
possessed and operated by the Ceylon Electricity Board;

&

One company of which the Government of Sri Lanka holds one
hundred percent of the shares to take over the functions of the
Ceylon Electricity Board relating to generation, scheduling,
commitment and economic dispatch of generating plants and
functions relating to the planning of future electricity and
transmission capacity;

(6) One company of which the Government of Sri Lanka holds more
than fifty percent of the shares to take over the functions of the
Ceylon Electricity Board relating to the development,
maintenance and operation of the physical infrastructure that
makes up the National Grid of Sri Lanka;

(7

Separate companies to take over the distribution functions of all
the distribution divisions of the Ceylon Electricity Board.

In addition to the above, Schedule I also provides for the formation
of one company to manage the Provident Fund and the Pension Fund
of the Ceylon Electricity Board and such number of companies as
shall be required for managing the residual functions of the Ceylon
Electricity Board.

Amendments to the Act

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that in December
2024, the Minister of Energy had sought and obtained the approval
of the Cabinet of Ministers to appoint a Committee comprising key
stakeholders and experts in the electricity sector and energy policies
fo carry out an extensive review of the Act and submit a
comprehensive report with. their recommendations. She submitted

- that pursuant to a series:of consultations with key stakeholders, the
concept paper prepared by such Committee was considered and
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers. It was submitted further that
the Bill contains the recommendations of the said Committee and
that the Bill as a whole has been approved by the Cabinet of
Ministers.

In its Determination on the Electricity Bill [SC (SD) Nos, 42-
53/2024], it was observed that:

“This Court is mindful that the task of making policy is the
prerogative of the Executive, and that the enactment of laws is
within the domain-of Parliament. Thus, whether the Government
wishes to shift the electricity sector from being a Government

owned utility provider to a profit earning sector consisting of many
players is entirely a matter of policy.

It would however be important to bear in mind that the Directive
Principles of State Policy contained in Article 27 of the Constitution
shall guide Parliament, the President and the Cabinet of Ministers
in the enactment of laws and the governance of Sri Lanka for the
establishment of a just and free society, and that the State has
pledged to establish in Sri Lanka a Democratic Socialist Society,
the objectives of which are morefully set out in Article 27(2).”

Bearing the above in mind, we shall now proceed to consider the
provisions of the Bill in order to determine if such provisions are
consistent with the provisions of the Constitution, whether the said
provisions are clear in the manner in which it shall be implemented,
whether the Bill has in place adequate criteria and sufficient
safeguards for the achievement of the objectives of the Bill in a
manner that prevents arbitrariness in the decision-making process
and ensures that its provisions remain constitutional,

Clause 4

While Clause 4(2)(b) of the Bill seeks to repeal the second proviso to
Section 1(2), Clause 4(5) sceks to re-introduce as follows, the said
proviso numbered as Section 1(6):

“Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2}, if no appointed
date is published in the Gazette as required by that subsection
even though the Minister is satisfied that the requirements in the
proviso to that subsection have been met, the provisions of this
Act, other than the provisions of this section, section 2, section 3,
section 4, section 5, section 9, subsection (1) of section 10,
paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 10, subsection (3} of
section 10, subsection (5) of section 10, section 14, section 15,
section 17, section 18, section 38, section 39 and the sections
specified in subsection (4) of this section shall come into operation
immediately upon the expiry of four months from the date on which
this subsection comes into operation.”

The proposed clause is identical to the second proviso it seeks to
replace except that the time period of twelve months is sought to be
extended by a further period of four months from the date the said
Section 1(6) comes into operation. Mr, Uditha Egalahewa, President’s
Counsel, appearing for the Petitioners in SC (SD) No. 8/2025,
submitted that Clause 4(5) contemplates a default date of operation
or a long stop date of sixteen months from 27 June 2024 and that
in view of the provisions of Section 51 of the Act, extending the time
period by four months is not sufficient to finalise the documents
referred to in the first proviso to Section 1(2). He therefore submitted
that setting a time limit of an additional four months is irrational and
arbitrary, and can lead to administrative chaos.

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that the situation
envisaged in Clause 4(5) will arise only if the Minister does not
publish an appointed date, despite being satisfied that the
documents referred to in the first proviso to Section 1(2) are in place,
and that the residual provisions of the Act [that is, those provisions
other than the sections referred to in Section 1(2)] will come into
operation automatically in four months only in such an event. The
learned Additional Solicitor General submitted further that neither
the second proviso to Section 1(2) nor Clause 4(5) contemplates a
default date of operation in the absence of the above documents being
in place, and stated that since the Act sets out the manner in which
the plans referred to in the first proviso to Section 1(2) will come into
force, the question of the residual provisions of the Act coming into
force without the said documents being in place will not arise. The
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arbitrariness and irrafionality complained of by the learned
President’s Counsel do not arise in view of the submission of the
learned Additional Solicitor General.

Clause 7

Clause 7 of the Bill seeks to repeal Section 3 of the Act which provided
for the establishment of the “National Electricity Advisory Council”
for the purpose of advising the Minister in formulating the national
electricity policy containing an outline of the Government’s policy on
those matters set out in Section 3(3) of the Act.

Mr. Senany Dayaratne, the learned Counsel for the Petitioner in SC
(SD) No. 11/2025 and Mr. Canishka Witharana, the learned Counsel
for the Petitioner in SC (SD) No. 13/2025 submitted that the repeal
of Section 3 of the Act shall result in a dilution of the procedure
established under the Act with respect to the formulation of the
national electricity policy and would result in the Minister being
conferred with untrammeled power. It was further submitted by Mr.
Dayaratne that the Advisory Council is a permanent, robust and
independent body which is accountable for the tasks entrusted to it
by the Act and to abolish the Council is irrational and arbitrary.

The lcarned Additional Solicitor General submitted that steps are
underway to enact legislation relating to national energy and
formulate a National Energy Policy, and that those sectors covered
under the national electricity policy would be subsumed within the
broader energy policy. It was therefore her position that while there
is no need for an Advisory Council, Clause 8(2) provides for the
establishment of a Committee to be appointed by the Minister with
the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers for the purpose of
formulating the national electricity policy.

In these circumstances, we do not see any merit in the complaint of
the learned Counsel for the Petitioners. We are however in agreement
with Mr. Dayaratne that it is important that all members of the
proposed Committee are held accountable for their decisions and
that suitable provision must be inserted in the Bill making the
members of the said Committee liable under the Anti-Corruption Act,
No. 9 of 2023.

Clause 11

While Section 11(1)(a) requires the National System Operator to
follow procurement procedures formulated by the National
Procurement Commission for the electricity industry in procuring
electricity, generation capacity and energy storage capacity, the
second proviso to the said Section provides that the need to do so will
not apply in respect of any new generation plant or the expansion of
any existing generation plant that is being developed to meet any
emergency situation as determined by the Cabinet of Ministers
during a national calamity or a long term forced outage of a major
generation plant where protracted bid inviting process outweighs the
potential benefit or procuring emergency capacity required to be
provided by any person at least cost.

Clause 11(1)(c) seeks to repeal the said proviso and Clause 11(4) of
the Bill seeks to introduce the following new sections to be numbered
as Sections 11(4) and (5):

“(4) The National System Operator may forego the requirement to
submit a tender in respect of procuring any new generation plant
or the expansion of any existing generation plant to meet any
emergency situation as determined by the Cubinet of Ministers
during a national calamity or a long term forced outage of a major

generation plant, where the potential benefit of procuring
emergency capacity required to be provided by any person at least
cost outweighs protracted bid inviting process.

(5) Such period of emergency power purchasing from generation
plants without submission of a tender shall not extend beyond one
year from the relevant determination from the Cabinet of Ministers
unless prior approval of the Cabinet of Ministers is obtained as
required with the existence of the emergency situation more than
one year.”

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner in SC (SD) No. 13/2025
submitted that procurement without competitive bidding even in
emergencies and for pre-approved or foreign initiated projects can
lead to corruption and arbitrariness in decision making, and is
therefore violative of Article 12(1) of the Constitution. We are in
agreement that transparency and accountability in procurement
must be maintained at all times. We are however mindful that a
certain degree of flexibility must be afforded in the limited situations
referred to in Clause 11(4), while ensuring adequate safeguards are
inserted to ensure accountability and transparency to its maximum
in the given circumstances.

The proposed section becomes operative only once a determination is
made by the Cabinet of Ministers that there exists a national calamity
or a long term forced outage of a major generation plant. Hence, while
it is not a decision that can be taken by the National Systems
Operator alone, the Cabinet of Ministers must also be satisfied of the
existence of one or both of the said emergency situations.
Furthermore, the decision not to follow the procurement process is
limited to one year and any extension can only be done with the
approval of the Cabinet of Ministers. We are therefore of the view that
the above safeguards would be sufficient to avoid any arbitrariness

in the procurement process and therefore do no not agree with the
submission of the learned Counsel for the Petitioner in SC (SD) No.
13/2025.

Clauses 12, 13 and Schedule 1

While Schedule 1 of the Act has identified the corporate entities that
would be incorporated to take over the functions that were hitherto
performed by the Ceylon Electricity Board, the relevant provisions of
the Act contain detailed provisions relating to such entities and their
shareholding structure, The Bill seeks to amend some of these
provisions, and this has resulted in certain Petitioners complaining
that the Government is moving back towards a State-owned
structure, while some other Petitioners do complain that there is a
shift towards more private sector investment in the electricity sector.
The learned Counsel for the Petitioner in SC (SD) No. 11/2025
strenuously submitted that the Act was the outcome of a three-year
long exercise to bring the electricity sector in line with modern times
and that the Bill is an attempt to reverse the progressive reforms
introduced by the Act to the electricity industry. We shall consider
the said complaints while being mindful of the fact that whether the
stakeholders in the electricity sector must be State owned or private
owned is essentially a matter of policy.

The learned President’s Counsel for the Petitioners in SC (SD) No.
8/2025 submitted that under the Act, there shall be formed one
company of which one hundred per centum of the shares are held by
the Secretary to the Treasury to take over the hydropower generation
assets of the Ceylon Electricity Board. He stated further that in terms
of the proviso sought to be included at the end of Section 17(2)(b) of
the Act by Clause 13(1)(c) of the Bill, it is no longer mandatory for the
shares of the hydropower generation company to be held by the
Secretary to the Treasury.
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The learned President’s Counsel submitted further that it is
important that shares in this company are held by the State for the
reason that the water that is released by a hydro power station is
used downstream for irrigation, cultivation and other purposes and
for that reason there must be efficient management of the water
resources. He submitted further that natural resources of the State
are part of the sovereignty of the People and allowing private
ownership in the above company is a viclation of such sovereignty.

We are in agreement with the submission of the learned President’s
Counsel that natural resources of the Country belong to the People
and it is the duty of the State to manage such resources for the
benefit of the People as well as future generations. Viewed from that
perspective, it is clear that Clause 13(1)(c) is violative of Article 3 of
the Constitution, which then requires this clause be passed by the
special majority of Parliament and be approved by the People at a
Referendum. The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that
it was not the intention of the Government to allow private sector
participation in the hydropower generation company and that an
amendment shall be moved at the Committee Stage of Parliament to
delete the said proviso sought to be included after Section 17(2)(b) by
Clause 13(1)(c). It was submitted further that Clause 13(1)(c) [i.e. the
proposed Section 17(2)(b)] will also be amended by the inclusion of
the words, “and the company referred to in item (i) (i) of Schedule T
relating to the hydropower generation”, after the word, ‘Schedule T,
thereby ensuring that shares in the hydropower generating company
shall be held at all times by the Secretary to the Treasury.

Clause 13(1)(c) shall accordingly read as follows:

“The Secretary to the Treasury shall be initially allotted one
hundred per centum of the shares in the successor companies
incorporated under this section other than the companies referred
to in items (a), (e}, (f), {g) and (R (ii) of Schedule I and the company
referred to in item (i) (i} of Schedule I relating to the hydropower
generation in which the Secretary to the Treasury shall be
permanently allotted one hundred per centum of the shares”

We are of the view that the above violation shall cease and Clause
13(1)(c) may be passed by the simple majority of Parliament if the
aforementioned proviso is deleted and Clause 13(1)(c) is amended as
proposed by the learned Additional Solicitor General,

In terms of Section 14(1) of the Act, the Government of Sri Lanka
shall hold more than fifty per centum of the shares in the company
that is to be issued the national transmission network service
provider licence. Clause 12(1) seeks to amend Section 14(1) by
increasing the shares that the Government shall hold to 100%. The
learned Counsel for the Petitioner in SC (SD) No. 11/2025 submitted
that the said clause prevents private sector participation in the
electricity transmission sector of Sri Lanka and is not only regressive
but inconsistent with the objectives set out in the preamble to the
Act which refers to the facilitation of ‘private sector investment in
every activity of the Electricity Industry.’ While this is again a matter
of policy, and is not a matter on which this Court can deliberate, the
learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that private sector
participation in the transmission of electricity is secured through
Section 11(1)(b)(ii) and Section 14(2) of the Act. Thus, the concerns
of the Petitioner in SC (SD) No. 11/2025 have been addressed.

Unbundling in two stages and Clause 13

The Act provided that the unbundling of the Ceylon Electricity Board
shall be carried out in a single phase with the companies referred to
Schedule 1 being entrusted with the specific assets and functions

referred to in Schedule I, and other provisions of the Act. Section
18(3)(f) of the Act contained a detailed mechanism for the transfer of
employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board to the newly formed
companies and the entitlement of such employees to terms and
conditions not less favourable than those enjoyed by them on the day
preceding the appointed date under their contract of employment
with the Ceylon Electricity Board. The said section provided further
for the entitlement of the employees to opt for a voluntary retirement
scheme in situations where the employees do not wish to be assigned
to a successor company, and for the details of such scheme to be
made known to the employees prior to a decision being taken by the
employees.

The Bill however seeks to carry out the unbundling in two phases.
Under the first phase referred to in Clause 13(1)(a), all generation
activity, whether it be hydro, coal, thermal or wind shall be taken
over by one company of which the Government shall hold 100% of
the shares. Clause 13(1)(b) seeks to add a new Section numbered as
Section 17(2)(aa) in terms of which within a period of one year from
the date of publishing the final transfer plan, the activities and all
assets and liabilities of the company carrying out the generation
activity shall be further unbundled, with the formation of separate
companies to take over the generation functions of the generating
company. This is the second phase of unbundling proposed by the
Bill.

While the Government shall continue to hold 100% of the shares in
the hydropower generating company as already discussed, the shares
in the other companies in whom generation from coal, thermal or
wind will be vested will be offered to private investors. The learned
President’s Counsel for the Petitioners in SC (SD) No. 8/2025 and
Mr. Shantha Jayawardena, the learned Counsel for the Petitioners in
SC (SD) No. 9/2025 submitted that the Bill however does not contain

any provisions relating to the transfer of employees and their rights
as employees during the second stage of unbundling and that this is
a violation of Article 12(1) and Article 14( 1)(g) of the Constitution.

While we agree with the said submission, we shall bear in mind the
submission of the learned Additional Solicitor General that the
following amendments shall be moved at the Committee Stage of
Parliament by the insertion of Clause 14(3) [containing the proposed
sections to be numbered as 18(3)(k) and 18(3j(i]] making it clear that
employees assigned to the Generation Company and Distribution
Company during the first phase of the unbundling would be given
the option of accepting their assignation to the successor companies
or opting for a Voluntary Retirement Scheme:

Proposed Section 18(3)(h)

“ensure that all officers and servants of the Generation Company
referred to in item (a) of Schedule I (in this paragraph referred to
as ‘Generation Company’) holding office in the Generation
Company on the day preceding one year from the date of
publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette shail be-

(i) duly identified by the Generation Company;

(ii) notified by the Generation Company of their proposed
assignation to the respective successor companies referred
to initem fi)fi) of Schedule I within four months from the date
of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette;

fiii) required to notify the Generation Company within two
months of the receipt of the notice referred to in
subparagraph (i), whether they opt to be assigned to such
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respective successor companies referred to in item (i) (i) of
Schedule I or not;

and shall with effect from the date succeeding one year from the
date of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette shall be
assigned to such successor companies referred to in item (i) (i) of
Schedule I under the final transfer plan on terms and conditions
not less favourable than those enjoyed by them on the day
preceding the appointed date under the contract of employment
with the Ceylon Electricity Board. Where an employee does not opt
to be assigned to a successor company referred to in item (i) (i) of
Schedule I under the final transfer plan, such employee shall be
entitled to a voluntary retirement scheme and the terms and
conditions of such scheme shall be prescribed within four months
from the date of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette;
and”

Proposed Section 18(3)(i)

“ensure that all officers and.servants of the Distribution Company
referred to in item (g) of Schedule I (in this paragraph referred to
as ‘Distribution Company’) holding office in the Distribution
Company on the day preceding one year from the date of
publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette shall be-

(i) duly identified by the Generation Company;

(@) notified by the Distribution Company of their proposed
assignation to the respective successor companies referred
to in item (i)(ii} of Schedule I within four months from the date
of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette; and

(iii) required to notify the Distribution Company within two
months of the receipt of the notice referred to in
subparagraph (ii), whether they opt to be assigned to such
respective successor companies referred to in item (i) (i) of
Schedule I or not;

and shall with effect from the date succeeding one year from the
date of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette be
assigned to such successor companies referred to in item (i) (ii) of
Schedule I under the final transfer plan on terms and conditions
not less favourable than those enjoyed by them on the day
preceding the appointed date under the contract of employment
with the Ceylon Electricity Board. Where an employee does not opt
to be assigned to a successor company referred to in item (i) (ii) of
Schedule I under the final transfer plan, such employee shall be
entitled to a voluntary retirement scheme and the terms and
conditions of such scheme shall be prescribed within four months
from the date of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette;

We are of the view that the aforementioned violation shall cease to
exist if the above provisions are introduced during the Committee
Stage of Parliament and that. Clause 13(1)(b) may be passed by the
simple majority of Parliament.

Clause 13(2

Section 17 of the Act provides for the incorporation of the companies
as required in terms of Schedule 1 and for matters relating to the
vesting of functions and duties as well as the share structure of the
said companies. One of the companies to be formed will be for the
purpose of taking over the functions of the Provident Fund and the
Pension Fund of the Ceylon Electricity Board and to act as the
custodian and trustee and manage such provident fund and pension
fund. The second proviso to Section 18(3)(e)(ii) of the Act provides
that the governance structure for the company assigned to manage

such funds shall be as prescribed and shall include representatives
from employees on the day preceding the appointed date and former
employees of the Ceylon Electricity Board who shall be consulted
regarding the investment decisions of such funds. This provision has
been included with a view to safeguarding the retirement bencfits of
the employees.

Clause 13(2) seeks to introduce a new section numbered as Section
17(7) that provides for the appointment of a Board of Directors to the
company that would be taking over the functions of the Provident
Fund and Pension Fund and the composition thercof, The complaint
of the learned President’s Counsel for the Petitioners in SC (SD) No.
8/2025 is that the proposed composition does not include
representatives from employees as provided for in Section 18(3)(e)(ii),
and quite apart from the inconsistency between the two provisions,
is in violation of Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution. We
are in agreement with the submission of the learned President's
Counsel.

The learned Additional . Solicitor General submitted that an
amendment shall be moved at the Committee Stage of Parliament to
Clause 13(2) of the Bill whereby the proposed Section 17(7) will be
amended by replacing the number of members of the Board of
Directors from five to nine and by inserting a new paragraph
numbered as Section 17(7)(d) which will read as ‘four persons from
employees serving in the Ceylon Electricity Board on the day preceding
the appointed date and former employees of the Ceylon Electricity
Board'. We are of the view that the inconsistency between Section
18(3){e)(ii) and the proposed Section 17(7) and the ensuing violation
of Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) shall cease if such amendment is carried
out.

Clause 17

In terms of Section 29(1) of the Act, the national tariff policy shall
include the principles to be adopted by the Regulator in setting the
tariffs specified in subsection (3) and shall be submitted to the
Cabinet of Ministers for approval. Section 29(3) sets out the tariffs
that are required to be set by the Regulator in accordance with the
national tariff policy. Clause 17(1) secks to amend Section 29(3) by
adding the words, ‘in consultation with the Ministry of Finance'. Thus,
in setting the tariffs set out in Section 29(3)(a) - (g), the Regulator
shall be required to consuit the Ministry of Finance.

Mr. Sapumal Bandara, the learned Counsel for the Petitioner in SC
(SD) No. 10/2025 submitted that the requirement to consult the
Ministry of Finance when determining and prescribing the tariffs
dilutes the independence and authority of the Regulator to determine
tariffs under Sections 5 and 29 of the Act. The learned Additional
Solicitor General submitted that the amendment does not require the
Regulator to seek the concurrence of the Ministry of Finance for the
tariffs that are determined by the Regulator and that the
independence of the Regulator is not affected by consulting the
Ministry of Finance. She submitted further that in terms of Section
17(b) of the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka Act, No. 35 of
2002, the Regulator is statutorily required to engage in extensive
stakeholder consultation prior to the revision of tarifls, and that
requiring the Regulator to act in consultation with the Ministry of
Finance will not result in an erosion of its independence.

Having considered the submissions of the learned Counsel, we are of
the view that Clause 17(1) is not inconsistent with any provision of
the Constitution.
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Clauses 9 and 19

In terms of Section 5(1) of the Act, the Public Utilities Commission of
Sri Lanka shall be the Regulator for the Electricity Industry. Section
5(3)(1) provides that the Regulator shall have the power to ensure cost
reduction in power purchase cost of the National System Operator
and distribution licensees which shall be achieved through adoption
of open competitive procurement of new generation capacity in
accordance with the Long-Term Power System Development Plan and
least cost economic dispatch of available generation capacity by
the National System Operator.

Clause 9 seeks to amend the above provision by deleting the words,
‘least cost economic dispatch’ and replacing it with the words,
‘security constrained economic dispatch’, with the latter being defined
in Clause 19 to mean, “the process that determines the most cost-
effective optimal allocation of available generation units to meet the
electricity demand while ensuring that all system operating limits in
terms of network stability, reliability and security of the electrical
power system such as generator capabilities, minimum and maximum
output levels, ramp rates, reserve requirements, transmission line
limits, voltage limits, and stability limits are respected”.

The learned Counsel for the Petitioners submitted that the
amendment would result in the weakening of price discipline, risk
cost escalation and unfair prioritization and that it would impede the
Regulator’s ability to hold the National System Operator accountable
for providing the lowest cost electricity to Sri Lankan consumers and
amounts to a removal of safeguards against corruption, collusion and
malpractice to the detriment of the Peaple.

The learned Additional Solicitor General submitted that the above
submission arises from a misunderstanding of the above phrases.

She submitted that ‘Economic Dispatch’ means the operation of
generation facilities to produce electricity at the lowest cost to reliably
serve consumers, recognizing any operational limits of generation
and transmission facilities. She submitted further that according to
this definition, the term ‘economic dispatch’ itself encompasses the
‘least cost’ operation of the system, and therefore, the concerns raised
by the Petitioners about lack of price discipline and risking of price
escalation due to the removal of the term ‘east cost’ is unfounded.

While this Court is not equipped with the requisite expertise to decide
which of the two will ensure the supply of electricity at least cost to
the People, and it remains that this question is a matter of policy to
be determined by the Executive, we observe that this amendment has
been recommended by the Expert Committee appointed to review the
provisions of the Act and has been considered and approved by the
Cabinet of Ministers.

Summary

[1] Clause 8(2) shall be amended suitably to provide that the
members of the Committee referred to therein shall be liable
under the Anti-Corruption Act, No. 9 of 2023.

[2] Clause 13(1})(c) is violative of Article 3 of the Constitution, and
requires to be passed by the special majority of Parliament and
be approved by the People at a Referendum. The said violation
shall however cease if:

(a) the proviso sought to be included after Section 17(2)(b) by
Clause 13(1)(c) is deleted, and

(b) Clause 13(1)(c) is amended to read as follows:

“The Secretary to the Treasury shall be initially allotted one
hundred per centum of the shares in the successor companies
‘incorporated under this section other than the companies
referred to in items (a), (), (f), (g) and (k) (i) of Schedule I and
the company referred to in item (i) (i) of Schedule I relating to
the hydropower generation in which the Secretary to the
Treasury shall be permanently allotted one hundred per
centum of the shares®

[3] Clause 13(1)(b) is vague and arbitrary as it does not contain any

provisions relating to the transfer of employees and their rights
as employees during the second stage of unbundling. This is a
violation of Article 12(1) read with Article 14(1)(g) of the
Constitution, and Clause 13(1)(b) shall only be passed by the
special majority required under Article 84(2). The said violation
shall however cease if Clause 14 is amended by the insertion of
anew Clause numbered as Clause 14(3) containing the following
two new sections to be numbered as Section 18(3)fh) and Section
18(3)(i):

Proposed Section 18(3}(h)

“ensure that all officers and servants of the Generation Company
referred to in item (a) of Schedule I (in this paragraph referred to
as ‘Generation Company’) holding office in the Generation
Company on the day preceding one year from the date of
publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette shall be-

(i) duly identified by the Generation Company;

(i) notified by the Generation Company of* their proposed
assignation to the respective successor companies referred
to in item (i)fi) of Schedule I within four months Jfrom the date
of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette;

(iii) required to notify the Generation Company within two
months of the receipt of the notice referred to in
subparagraph. (ii), whether they opt to be assigned to such
respective successor companies referred to in item fi) fi) of
Schedule I or not;

and shall with effect from the date succeeding one year from the
date of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette shall be
assigned to such successor companies referred to in item (i) (i) of
Schedule I under the final transfer plan on terms and conditions -
not less favourable than those enjoyed by them on the day
preceding the appointed date under the contract of employment
with the Ceylon Electricity Board. Where an employee does not opt
to be assigned to a successor company referred to in item (i) (i) of
Schedule I under the final transfer plan , such employee shall be
entitled to a voluntary retirement scheme and the terms and,
conditions of such scheme shall be prescribed within Jour months

from the date of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette;
and’

Proposed Section 18(3)(i)

“ensure that all officers and servants of the Distribution Company
referred to in item (g) of Schedule I (in this paragraph referred to
as ‘Distribution Company’) holding office in the Distribution
Company on the day preceding one year from the date of
publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette shall be-



2993 2025 #8 30 2994

(i) duly identified by the Generation Company;

(i) notified by the Distribution Company of their proposed
assignation to the respective successor companies referred
to in item (i){ii) of Schedule I within four months from the date
of pubiishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette; and

(iti) required to notify the Distribution Company within two
months of the receipt of the notice referred to in
subparagraph (ii), whether they opt to be assigned to such
respective successor companies referred to in item (ij (@) of
Schedule I or not;

and shall with effect from the date succeeding one year from the
date of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette be
assigned to such successor companies referred to in item (i) (i) of
Schedule I under the final transfer plan on terms and conditions
not less favourable than those enjoyed by them on the day
preceding the appointed date under the contract of employment
with the Ceylon Electricity Board. Where an employee does not opt
to be assigned to a successor company referred to in item (i) (ii) of
Schedule I under the final transfer plan, such employee shall be
entitled to a voluntary retirement scheme and the terms and
conditions of such scheme shall be prescribed within four months
from the date of publishing the final transfer plan in the Gazette;

4

Clause 13(2) is in violation of Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the
Constitution. The said violation shall however cease if the
proposed Section 17(7) sought to be inserted by Clause 13(2) of
the Bill is amended by increasing the number of members of the
Board of Directors from five to nine and by inserting a new
paragraph numbered as Secuon 17(7)(d) which will read as ‘four
persons from employees servmg in the Ceylon Electricity Board on
the day preceding the appointed date and former employees of the
Ceylon Electnaty Board’

We place on record our appreciation of the assistance given by the
learned Additional Solicitor General who represented the Hon.
Attorney General, the learned President’s Counsel and other learned
Counsel who appeared for the Petitioners.
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JUDGE o:-* THE SUPREME COURT

ARJUNA OBEYESEKERE, J
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

K. PRIYANTHA FERNANDO, J
- JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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RESIGNATION OF HON. (DR.) HARSHANA SURIYAPPERUMA,
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

@S Bewdus D51

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. (Dr.)
Harshana Suriyapperuma, Member of Parliament, has
tendered his letter of resignation from Membership of
Parliament to the Secretary-General of Parliament and as
a result, a vacancy has occurred in the Membership of the
Tenth Parliament. That letter will now be read out by the
Secretary-General of Parliament.

e ® swm wewsy B8ws ©:88080x7ncd O» ocmO
S8z Bwd &
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Whereupon the Secretary-General of Parliament read the following
letter:

Clrwevremi  prws)  LIGTUGL)  HRE5MS

EBed8in0
U T@LORTDID
PARLIAMENT

20.06.2025

Goned & X
Hon-Speaker, | e g“"‘*"") of Qo

The Parliament of Sri Lanka,
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte.

“LETTER OF RESIGNATION.

As | am expected to takeover another official engagement, | tender herewith my resignation
with effect from the end of the day of 20" June, 2025.

Kindly facilitate the acceptance of this Letter of Resignation and make arrangements
necessary to process the same at your earliest convenience.
L3

I sincerely appreciate the facilitation extended by H.E. the President, Hon. Prime Minister,
Hon. Speaker, Hon. Members of the Parliament and particularly by staff members of the
Parliament during my tenure as a Member of Parliament and as the Deputy Minister of
Finance and Planning,

Thank you.
Yours Sincerely,

e

Dr. Harsha\va Suriyapperuma
Member of Parliament
Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning
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VI

DO w5 83 B8EAeE 0 831D 360
D B®8BOSW%) @I OO
sufleusngsser PPl @epeysaret Yslw seailFrerit
ALY
ELECTION OF ANEW CHAIRMAN FOR COMMITTEE ON WAYS
AND MEANS

®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Since the Chair of the Committee on Ways and
Means, the Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma, Member
of Parliament had resigned from his Membership of
Parliament with effect from 20.06.2025, I wish to inform
that in terms of the provisions of Standing Order No. 132
(1)(b) of Parliament, a Meeting of the Committee on
Ways and Means will be held on 05" August, 2025 to
elect a Member for the vacant Chairmanship of that
Committee.

Vil

BOBE BVEDO 8 8B 3:08DBB
8Ea¢ 3:08wm ¢l Wven mBYed wwinsB
Q[oewsy 9 gedd®
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g Ulelpss] upPlw HlewpeEri CmHuTiensuds
Guallst sallereri ugailuledmba &)rredlesrrom
RESIGNATION OF CHAIRMAN OF SECTORAL OVERSIGHT

COMMITTEE ON INFRASTRUCTURE AND STRATEGIC

DEVELOPMENT

®0 Bewdss mG509emn o

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform Parliament that the Chair of the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Infrastructure and
Strategic Development, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, Member
of Parliament has given a written notice to the Hon.
Speaker of his resignation from the Chairmanship of the
said Committee.

Accordingly, I wish to further inform that, as per the
provisions of Standing Order No. 111(12) of Parliament,
action will be taken by the relevant Committee to appoint
a Member of Committee to fill the said vacancy in the
future.

Do I3 BOcwIed Dabmd
HEVTEHSTIIUTOTT HBLBlullestd) 9 Mldens
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

®G; Bewdss HSOr150ED )

(oreryflg NrHd FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

On behalf of the Hon. Speaker, I present the -

e Fourth Instalment - Parts XXII and XXIII of the
Report of the Auditor-General for the Financial Year
2023; and

208Ee®xsInd
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o First Instalment - Parts I, II and III of the Report of
the Auditor-General for the Financial Year 2024 in
terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

@G 3OF SN O (YD, ®Wr@B®, DS
e 853 @dsY oD g@ivs ©w BEEed®xIned
B850 BHRO)
(revrLyidl@ LN osv THBT WS - CursGaurssl,
QBB EhFTeMVSHST, FGlewmupsbissT wHMID  FHailsd  ailwmer
Cremeus6ir HeWLDEFF([HLD LITTTEHLOSTNSF FeoLI @g,ai)m@Lb)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House
of Parliament)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move that the Reports be
printed.

e E®esz 8, et @@ Ses.
aflsorr BIGBLILIL B sTHmYS CIBTeTemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

D289 Geehas DE gl Hewlw o 8.
YW DSBBET YFFU_ L1111 B 1_ewemufli i1 g

Ordered that the Reports be printed.

I

®0 Berdss HOrzNGEHDO)

(oressryflg Wrdléd surprusi Sjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

On behalf of the Hon. Speaker, I present the
Performance Audit Report of the Auditor-General on
Performance Audit on Railway Communication System
Improvement Project of the Eighth Instalment of the
Report of the Auditor-General in terms of Article 154(6)
of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka.

®5 DOE S¥zNnGm Dwmo

(oressrfl @ L TémTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Sir, I move that the Report be printed.

G S8z &Y, wwr @@z Sas.
aflsarr BB (B) STDmYS GClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

98228 Geehas WE Bl Bowlw o G&.
YBewT YFFU_LIL1_& HLL_sweruili_ i L g
Ordered that the Report be printed.

B8 eE2208w 88w Y8®
Forlitlésiiul L ughSrmiser
PAPERS PRESENTED

@07 (§2008w3) 0B @58 (gEr@imd» 3w FAdBIB®,
c e S8 W DaFBw §ids85) §LIBHSW)

(vrewryflg  (sevrpld))  anflefll  wr@gfw -  Argw
WIFFHD Heval, o wi seall wHmID CFTH DBV
O[EWLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the -

(i)  Final Budget Position Report (Annual Report) for
the year 2024;
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(i)  Report on the Deviation of Headline Inflation from
the Inflation Target set out in the Monetary Policy
Framework Agreement for the Quarter 4 of 2024
and Quarter 1 of 2025; and

(iii) Fiscal Strategy Statement for the year 2026, in
terms of Section 11(3) of the Public Financial
Management Act, No. 44 of 2024.

I move that the Reports and the Statement be referred
to the Committee on Public Finance.

g S8z 8, een e3@@» Ses.
aflsorir MBS SBLILIL B eTDmIs I TeTarLiL 1 gj.
Question put, and agreed to.

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBw

(omevsrLil@ (sevrBld) amilest ojor@sflw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Annual Performance Report of the
Prime Minister’s Office for the year 2024.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

g S8z 8, eeo e3@@» Ses.
aflearir QGBI (B sTHmI%CIETeTeTLILIL L g
Question put, and agreed to.

@S (§0028w) 08B ¢®5eBw

(omevsr i@ (sevrBld) amilesh ojor@sfw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Department of
Treasury Operations for the year 2024; and

(i)  Performance Report of the Comptroller General’s
Office for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Economic Development and
International Relations.

g S®esz &Y, etwr es®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

The Note on Supplementary Allocations from the
Development Activities Programme appearing under Expenditure
Head No. 240 of the Department of National Budget for the period
from 01.05.2025 to 31.05.2025 in terms of Section 6(1) of the
Appropriation Act, No. 3 of 2025. - [The Hon. (Dr.) Harini
Amarasuriya]

@w0e@w On HIw gl Bewlw mom 8.
FUTLSL G560 (3)5ssds 1 1_ewemruill 11t 1_gy.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

O BOE ITNGH w0

(omevsryLil@ Lilosv Jg_'i,{rmrmé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation, I present the Annual
Report of the Sri Lanka National Freedom from Hunger
Campaign Board for the year 2018.
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I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Environment, Agriculture and
Resource Sustainability.

g S8z 8, et @@ Sa.
aflsorr GG HLILIL(B) eTDmIs CIBmeTenLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

© 03.8. 8OsTn Beotsy Owm (D88 ®ww Yo

@OBE 8VYHO g imsye)

(wrewryllg  Cs.af. Fwphs alswrrser - QuEBHHESTL L

LHDID FePps 2 L S L eDIOLIL UFSH6T HeHLOSFFIT)

(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)

@0 Bewd®s mOnemn®8, 2023 d¥swe wewr mid
o) O wOSA» ¢glwIBed DlBm Dlmd OO @lBwuxf
Yool

0®® D800 8edw, B8O 8w w®esn BCecTDwW
BEAC ¢1:@m ¢l Fven 0w 510 00D 0wl BE ¥ W8
O® ewddzn SS.

g 8@z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
aflearr Bl HLILIL (B) 6TDmYs GClsmeemLiLIL L g.
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 OIS Bwems wm (ACRBTAR gLinsn®)

(oressTfl@ GLrT QWESHTLY - UYIFSSP) SePFEFIT)

(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)

©0T Bewdss msnemn®A, 2023 D8sw wewr Gomo
B8 onE BBOD ©@etded Db8m Db ©® 92Tenf
»O8.

OO Dfmd @InE sHEYW®O Wy BB S
0085050 BEAC qoBm e m0m w3¥d 0dm ©wd
BE @ @18 OO ewddsn ®SS.

gama S8z &Y, wws e3®@» Ses.
afleoarr BB (B) sTDmIs ClsmeemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

o0 BBk w8vem NGBS Vv (gBm™Sen ©8Y

%Bm SO §Om1ne)

(wresryfl@ FLLSSremll apiager BrewTwESTr - B

wHmib CsAw @mHedLLILTL () HEDLOFFT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Performance
Report of the Attorney-General’s Department for the year
2024.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

g 88z 8, e e®@» Sas.
el flGlabsLLIL (5) TmmysGlsmeTenrLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(orewryllg  (sevrBld)) o ured uerefllev@s - Ermdlw
allBebl, Fepslt uTSHISTUL LHMID Feps eIl (Hends
S|OLFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
Development,  Social ~ Security and  Community
Empowerment)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the -

(1)  Annual Report of the National Institute of Social
Development for the year 2023; and

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Department of
Social Services for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Infrastructure and Strategic
Development.

g S8z 8, eeo e3@@» Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of

Women and Child Affairs)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

MG 68 G BB DV

(orewrLyfl@ rall &menTTBTiidsds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I rise to a point of Order, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)
(oreirflg LWrdd surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake?

®G 08 G EBNGBZ DV

(orewrLfl@ rall &menTTBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, may I intervene with regard to
some reports and the Statement presented by the Hon.
Prime Minister to Parliament today, which relate to the
Central Bank. I am sure that the Hon. Prime Minister
would have seen that last week, the Chairman of the
Federal Reserve, Mr. Powell, was before the Senate and
the House of Representatives and there was a sense of
independence. All I would like to point out is that even
though there are eleven independent institutions in this
country, the Central Bank does not come within that
purview. I would greatly appreciate if your Government
would look into that matter and take it into consideration.
Sir, I will not take any more time; I only wanted to pose
that matter.

@0 Bewndss OrzNGEHDO)

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Member, I think your point has been
taken.

®G BOE IFBNBH Dwmo

(orsiTflE Lwed réprss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Sir, it is not a point of Order. But, I think in the course
of the Debate, the Deputy Minister of Economic
Development and the relevant Ministers would address
the issue.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdd surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. Member, the issue would be addressed in
the course of the Debate of the day.

Now, the Fiscal Strategy Statement for the year 2026
in terms of Section 11(3) of the Public Finance
Management Act, No. 44 of 2024 to be announced by the
Hon. (Dr) Anil Jayantha, Minister of Labour and Deputy
Minister of Economic Development on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Leader of the House to move the
Adjournment.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Adjournment Motion to be moved by the Hon. (Dr.)
(Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne. You have 12 minutes.

2026 §e» ne@fsas ymred ¢ g Cesxs
83 @08 e v W6 OO
BF QFweLBIIGHE Fnpmi, 2026(3)60
GOUILNL LUl @siter oyre BlF) B)evd @ saflsir
FTHoemeor

ACHIEVEMENT OF PUBLIC FINANCE OBJECTIVES SET OUT IN
FISCAL STRATEGY STATEMENT, 2026

[&3.200. 9.52]

@G (30028 w) emesEs §8w6om e®emda

(omevsr i@ (sevrBHla) (QFsval) Qsearagsowim oy flwrder)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne)

OO BewdEs mONBHROB, & 8HD BEWsT ©wWIBEND
928es ®OBIO0:

"Ben8s? vy 0000 Yyen §BY ¢Sg»® aadSm gdgcwd oy
8 yIB® W Dses’ Gus Ger Dnw BE8BOR. 08 Bug
a3t B odnwmEm 58 swon of 88acd gdime ewd BRI
0¥neds’ 0O ¢oray 9dlm ablicwmO e 0¢de, o8 »w ww
Boes yBOE B 880 8¢ ol 0®C0 w@ims ¢t B8x BeysTO
w0 ©goIed cdwn gedwer WOm ¢GOTIO D g BeEecmn
38008m0 BEwm @ne.

COm Gk YEn 00 DRDeDeB wy DOReOs @nd
DEONWS B BB HO gmo eDewes VVBIBewsT CvwI, eV
CID DVEZIMVET D Yo ©rR0emd Jed w-D8IMBD ewde®
DORBO BhwmBO OO Gedt)n® O10Sed 148 D10 82
e®® o ®wLD Bed. »IY® eBvem C6® ®O 5 @
D3SO WeENenn VYD BBe 9881 evs 00 WOWYH BOH
GBORCO 53 Om BB SOBT DN OBID BT @B ©2%2d0D
D@ Bwdo 0B3e® ad@anmd w5y DORE SHBim S5 dRedD® JBe
17 OCBO VENEOD F(B.

& amd Gs GEn BHEOmmie smend 11(2) dosiBe
52000 988u WOE @, "G BHeOTmw ymaw" O8sY ¢wiw
©088m oS e @08 ey e WS OO wewo § s
&be 8Bw® (2026-2030) ¢ ap. OO @dfem WS 0O
e®enwde® DoROH, 8 yBEw LHryEDD erer B»oEe®
DR DL Bewddnwsy D5 g BuwEeqmwd B 907, "§cEs
DedTme ymas" ne wcvsl ecE® gvr S VRO e
Bonts ofcwBsY em0d age BuE Wiy’ G &s @y 8 ©®
©®® OO B ewlLz SS."

3004

®01 Bewi®s mOnemn®B, 2024 gom 44 <0 Soess
ger me@rmmden smer 10008 DosiBewsd ¢Bombdo,
Ced e mEeOmmians 8EAECD J85wd u® DHRBO® Im.
©@oe, & DORBO? 8D 288w DI FDW, Sed gbSm
DBA»@, B80OBC @m0 NdewmBDw Bws O ICem
6@V Vewsy Gedld Do 0dxm . & Boestend
accountability ©m Bedxisy @vy; »beFs® edsimy vy,
@0 DI vy, OBDcwIDewsy nd D@ DOBID
@y, BSess - sustainable - 88wO Y WEOBNW®O B
DOV DB,

& 2ed® smer 100m dosiBed DoBO® wdn es
DEOImSmem BIS @ ¢ofen weHsid Bedmbd. &
a08em OB, G s Bowd ©OVOWO  afmd
sODe0 @B DO BHhm B, gxNen DOBHOEST
&0 OB yOOBT 0w Ced wedn SOFDICOD
0®, YE» 200 SOFvmBB0 meOrmiens BIO - &
Baetesy, o0 &¢OBAR® HBOD ed a8 yoO
godimOnesienss Smsid® »OB gdom® Bwslesy -
e wy OBOcwds wudm BB, DE8m e
©»eOFwE wy v ¢fdig O BB YE1 PO E8n
BBO, wediled Yeu bwwsy 9B ocw adWsenw
RO wewo swymO wicie.

000 smed 1105 DosIBD amd a¢ 8 9e8un mom
ger »edimas ymred o® Bwexm Qe wimsrs
OB® wewo OB 0® 1o BIBEEOSIHDO 988ur mEsTess.
s e B Bwo @ g emSewsy e® Dibmed
8BeHsT WO WCem S BeImI®. ¢¢ 9e8ux I Beadm
°0® 1 HeIme Yymred svnm §Bm» wdigy 9idus
»0 Beadmd. O »O8, d¥ed 0 wBm» Yeu
»edfme. & Bertes’d, 928 010 B8Eedg. Sevwd ¢BO
Beadmd, ©@axmOm gen ocdm. F =Beslesd,
Bedvewrs’ ®w g&) WO O®, HPOdm odvw 9EH® ©wY
508 Bwe® B&D Dred Wadem. & Dred® & 9EEI®ORD
308 @OBYH YOO, dred e 88D yheB y@ano -
priorities - ¢z3DEs Bedmrydr; cemEBs (WO Bedms. &
Ded® Do oRn 8Eedrined advean Yy VLD
DoBRO wewr OB wrineww 9e8us WSE Bedmdo.

©® Do8medsy v¥n B® ¢(Fn yOrman O OO gmo
emdewsy BesIm®. 508m edved gedwms 2025 80
2030 D60 ¢ e BO ne ¢g odBw Bdeslnewnsy
20® Dmewsy Bwwd 2.3, 2026 Dud wew HO8m Bwed
B0 ¢cg odBu BEmEnews’ B8wwd 13m0 8 »d
Bedm. d¢ ¢g odBn BEuenewsy B8wwd 12.98 ece
BedI®mOm® WS Beams.

otk emw swn ene® i@ oxfemsy, 2032 dwd
OmBO Coss e ¢g odBu BEmlmewnsy Bwwd 950
sun o0, -d Bustesy 20228 o@m 8wwd 11940
Bewn.- 2mBm» Oaews’ pOows’ g odBw
Bdelmews? Bwwd 60m0 D& gt ©00OmO dw ev®
g0 D000 0D,

& Ded® gledm 9eE® eC® DEeBetn eDH,
2026 Dwed 8O JBed qcw® c¢g od@w Bemewsy
Bwwd 158 00d®, ooss @mewddm g odBa
BEe@mewrs’ 8wwd 40 Dth gug ©D00D DD 0B
ey 2028 Dwd OmBO ©w@En gw O Buww ¢g odBw
BEw@mewnsy 8ewd S5m0 Dt svg D00 g BB
OB e,



3005 2025 #8 30 3006

20242 88 928 ¢0n ocws 988us mS Beadndd, 20248
HO8m gBlEnwe ¢g odBw Bwenowsy Bwwd 2.2
¢ g0 eDBIm. @8 & ®OV®O gwvo Hem. D YedI®OBIBG
B0y ¢os 05 B8wwd 0.8 90D BBEE Bedmryds. wd@uH
gw O Bow 2023 el cg od@v Bds@newsy Bwewd
8.3 80 20242 8wwd 6.8 ¢aldn ¢QedEr Bedmr. HoOdm
aB3me BB #6828 yOF B0 owdneds’ 2025 dweld
$88med VoOm DIIm® ¢gRBRD sDAY @ a8
JeIIBOmW WS Beadmd.

@0 Bewdts ®Onemn®B, e® mdemn OFHO O®
20 01 Mbemen B dvn. eodBws daewsy
¢moeed 000E Sodversi® 0® meed §ye oim we
28gcs BB YeLWmE, O® mECwewned Diddecsy 8¢ §a
@¢wmO Dth, BenlsY sedr 8D DD uOLFD s m
BHdEed® yBdcewd ecmw »O8 @8 oF6® osies’.
Bedeewsy dmssind ©00e® edasiem  @8Sm
BdeoCewdivr O SuB evdd Bwumd, e®mO gmnd®
Beadmrdr BeE w0 88n ¢6®w:, colonial legacy dws.
el I?7 & BosTes’, «08 88nm CossdEsY raw
materials 88wd gdevsm BBFE POBS wE8m cOOF
BEsemw mIY vadd) enenm O 88n 88 n®w S8y
508 8827 200® @b WO 88m el O e®
Bamy 080, - 0odBws ¢moeed OOE, eodBws cned
CODEL w188 - Bum) nO® 8Oeen B85y Beadsesy
B ¢& ®ensi m»Omd. S»HO Bwmds, "peripheral
capitalism" Bweeo. & BuesTesy, 888ed Bedm V5yD¢esY,
Sedsewst 86D WO 88m CODE.

238 & om0 condamemd 0BY. Bewes 10857 ©egd
8 Comwed o DD »® wEwmern® Ded Bdwsiem
$ESme Dm0 gl Bem BBed «Ox O8»n nOw
s8O5De0 wmndh. & Basierd, ©0 EAE yBw-dmoen
508 0® pOed Beadm eIcd® HOwW BIwWD ¥Id M. E»
taken for granted Ben @8 Ded CODE BEwicma yOE
BBe® vBw@d 8EB 885y BeamDr. o® »0 EasE model
Om edddewsy vy sIemer O8s 0® »nOe
SO0 WsIm SO WOgn »ods B83mdr. Jend
3BOces SO ecIimed e B3O B8Eaec mOs @B
DD, OmEmO & wme, FIHO® BDedrs cOOE wd »J
OBIBN WICHW, DO WO BE®DE i VDO ©® DBIEWD
o5 0D Beam Do,

g Ded® 00 weEemBs @wwe gdeem F
B0 e Oen® HMFHO #e® cBwes OB
P00 v weg Wl T ¢8m D10aBOEO BBBeWDwB 5T
@000 eweedd. & red® 1® emdn eIdHO® MmOevs)
Bo85000 Dred BBE D@0 snD Hemo, project
O, VOITeO W  5,00000 onvm  godny
0@0sin e @ED. 8 O Covieme OB @®
Bostesy. 985 0®Ded @ evded WO D@ ®O»
s¥Bed BBy0d. g¢ Eed 0@ w8 CQeRT VIREOTIH
28 2808 Wi yBWES, cup® weyo § Fhhed e
enO5IesY @B A EDI® D18 ®IBY SBIHDE.

®0 Bowdss ORI, 000w HwBHWO
DFNOE HOB Vvimwed G omedd Dudew 3B,
gc0c8& ¢8n wEemBsT 0O Doy OB eHBO
BwEBZD S0 y&E» eNWJ, 00 HOB BHOG BwE MO
OBO. 00 HOB CoD Y eelBw ¢(meed eRewd

CODEO g¢ 00 gdedEr Bedm 90en®. w8, 20222
VBB 00 eden. Comned BBy o® ¢8n O
yBHeds »O 50 »HOWE 9 83w & 90 83ed
o® w®ydes system dex¥ change Oomw. HOy sEemBsY
O ¢ g acs §yay O exnedd, acs system
O eem0dn. 202428 48 wid evfery guimy & ed JOu; &
Ded godwdst el .

28 B B8wWO qud I CrEen Busiesy e@mwle?
Acw Bustes’ DoROW. & DoRO® ged 8l On
Beadmd; el widen D0 Bedmyds. 8By edBHBmd
8O0y com ommnm 0RO »OB a8 2024 00D @28
®eed s oer), ©d; Bewdds DOBNEDROA. & Bewo
2s0 & 85, & DoBedst Becsin Wi Jot yBdcew
3w »OB a8 Yeu dBSewidse - & Bwsiesy O d® -
e0neds’, B8RLysTed wEEOED Do Oxm HyIOSY
DO e0NedE 0® edmE WMOoevm wslenry; ©® D@
moeen wxies’. & Bw 0® eu n»edimw 0dnedsy
2d@s wyewrdns G o0¢8s’ Jed uddBed edmunn
BOSID, HOeE edmuE OB, OIS 0® ¢8n »HO®
eNO®, O® O, OBBcWID® @B mlede® §en Smrws
00 BBIB 0® 0m  ©wWl¥ENDD ®Yewldas
Oy B © eweddewrsy 9@ 838 ©®od WO
20e5Y O, ©ReW® EHBAG.

@0 Bewrdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake to second the Motion.
You have 11 minutes.
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(orenrfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

6 Beradss HOzEmRO)

(orenryllg Nrdd FuTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0

(orenTyll@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, 1 rise to a point of Order under Standing Order
No. 26 (3).

6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, what is your point
Order?

®G 08 S BNBE D0

(orenTfl@ rall &menTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, the Public Financial Management Act is in vogue
at the present time. Section 11 of the Act very clearly
stipulates that the Fiscal Strategy Statement must come up
with certain minimum parameters. Section 11(4)(a) states,
I quote:

“provide the Parliament and the public with a formal statement
of the Government’s fiscal strategy....”

In the process, it is required to give the following, Sir.
Section 11(5)(b) states, I quote:

“include proposed timeframe for the reduction of public debt to
sustainable level;”

Then, Section 11(5)(c) states, I quote:

“explain how the Government’s fiscal targets and polices are
consistent with the objectives of responsible fiscal management;”

Section 11(5)(e) (iii) states, I quote:

“an assessment of expected compliance with the fiscal targets
for the next financial year and the four succeeding years;”

The next one is, Section 11(5)(g), which states, I
quote:

“disclose the macroeconomic impact of fiscal decisions taken
over the past three years.”

Only half of that information is in front of us, Sir. This
is the first time the Public Financial Management Act is
coming into play. The most important thing is the public
debt fiscal reduction and I do not see that given in this
Statement, Sir. The Fiscal Strategy Statement is there.
The Act gives that there are minimum requirements that
you need to comply with and that compliance is not to be
seen.

@S (80D28w) aBF SwsIm Swmo

(1oredsTLyfl@ (sewrBlF]) Sjefled euibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Thank you very much, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake. All
the required provisions are given in the Public Financial
Management Act, No. 44 of 2024. But, this is basically
the Fiscal Strategy Statement. The indicators with regard
to debt sustainability and how best we are going to
achieve those are in our Annual Borrowing Plan. There
are other requirements as well and those would come
later. But, as far as this particular Statement is concerned,
we have clearly mentioned that we are reaching that
particular target of 95 per cent of the GDP by 2032. Even
in the Debt Sustainability Analysis - DSA - there is a
possibility that that level could be further brought down
to somewhere around 90 per cent. These details would be
dealt with accordingly then and there in different
statements.

®G 08 G eBNGBZ DV
(oressryfl@ rall smewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, -

®0 Bewrdss DSOrzNGEHO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Shall we proceed with the Debate? - [Interruption.]
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you are listed to speak later on
and you have 15 minutes to speak on this. You can bring
this matter up then. - [Interruption]

®3G 08 WG eDBNGBZ DV

(orerfl@ rafl smenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

It is the main point of debating this Statement under
this Act. So, there is no point in discussing it without your
four-year target, which is a specific requirement under
this Act. That is what is expected by this Act.

®6 Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Anyway, we listened to the Hon. Minister.

©C (80008w) aBF SwsIn Swmo

(wreiriflg (soorplF]) Sefled gouipbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

The medium term plan is for four years and how best
we are planning to achieve those targets is stipulated here.
So, our plan is to achieve those revenue targets subject to
risk assessment. Identification of risk variables and how
best we are going to mitigate them, all those things are
stated in this Fiscal Strategy Statement.
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(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, it is not there. That is the
reason why I raised it.

@G (80008 w) eBF Swsdn Swmo
(wrairfle (s0rB5) ojmflss sups)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

It is there.

@6 Bewrdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjsuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could we go ahead with the Debate?

@G (§0D28w) eBF SwsIm Swmo

(wrabrflg (seorBlel) oeflsd mwibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

It is there. There are two sections, Part I and Part II.

OO BOE Simnem Dwmo
(oressrfl@ LNo6) réHmTwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
®©0 Bowdess mO1znemn®B, -

®G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)
(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the House?

®G; BOE o5NwB Dwmn

(oressrLyfl@ LNo6) réHmTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(orenTfl@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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O BOE I GH w0
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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@S Bewdus Oz R©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, shall we proceed with the next
speaker?

@G (89028) w8y ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oressrfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Berdss HOrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de
Silva?

@S (§0028w) w88 ¢ BT Owmo

(renrfl@ (HevTHF)) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, just to add something as the Chairman of the
Committee on Public Finance. oo ewiznwmn®, o®
s @288 WOMEO D DRewsI® 9¢ VIO
B D Gemo. w8, @¢ 0@ 9e8u WOmD. OO Bwsim
©e3esy 0@mB. [P HE@I]

®S Bewdsns mO151EmR )

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you are the next speaker,
by the way.

@01 (49008 w) w&e ¢ 8BS Owmo

(oressryfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is, Hon. Mujibur Rahman. You have
18 minutes at your disposal.

[e5.090. 10.22]

@G §8PE 5oz Owmn

(1oredTLyfl@ wpedlyt ram=iorsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahman)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahman, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Chief
Opposition Whip, I would request you to give him five
more minutes. The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka is not
here.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahman)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahman, you have two more minutes
left of your additional time.
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahman)
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@G (000ex1) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 50 DHmo
(oreisryfl@ (sweusbdli) @TrvbrSeT Siddes)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®S Bewdsns S50

(oressryfl@ LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, what is your point
of Order?
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(oressrfl@ (sweusBlwii) TrobrSHesT i)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

®ed »® wewsd WO BPew. Sir, give me 30
seconds; not one minute, but 30 seconds.

®6; Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)
(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I will give you 15 seconds.

®C (00Dexs) Cr®BNEST ¢8O 5 Dm0

(oressrfl@ (weusBwii) @) TrroBTSHeT ST ddresrm)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Thank you, Sir. @ »® wecwsl WO BPewn. I
containers 323 o B0 D& e ofdE 0
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@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Member. Anyway,
you have an allocation today and you can speak about it
then.

The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage. You have 15 minutes.

[23.490.10.46]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural

Development,  Social  Security and  Community

Empowerment)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna. You
have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Good morning! Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for
giving me time to speak.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you please stick to the topic of
the Debate?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

I am sorry, Sir. The only thing is, these matters have to
be stated in Parliament because we would not get any
other chance to speak on this. Therefore, I should
definitely mention this. You are only constraining me, not
others. Sir, you have never said to anyone -
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I have stated it previously. Had you been in the House,
you would remember that. Anyway, as much as possible,
you confine yourself to the topic of the Debate.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, you have two
more minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

I will finish, Sir.
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Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, you have 11
minutes.

[&3.200. 11.08]

@6 053¢ 898D Owmn

(oressTyfl@ Fhgesr @iMweyrad)

(The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Dilith Jayaweera. You have 10
minutes.
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OG0 Bewd®s mGiznemn®8, with due respect to all
my Colleagues, I want to say that we all are products of
the education which we got free. Our learned Colleague,
the Hon. Minister Sunil Handunnetti, recently
participated in the World Economic Forum. I do not want
to go into the contents of his contribution, but, in fact, the
way he handled the whole thing, I think, was a disaster.
So, what it shows is that we have got into, as we call in
technical terms, a weak state. We do not have a statement
issued on behalf of our nation which can impress the
world. That is where we face the biggest issue. In terms
of creating wealth, we need to attract foreign investments.
What is the message that we get across to the world?
Why should investors come to Sri Lanka now? Is it
because we have put some ex-Ministers and some
politicians in jail? Will that attract investors? ged 00O
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)

Sir, please give me a few seconds.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, could you please wind up
now?
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(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera. You
have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera, you have two
more minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)

O® oWOBET WD @dDwsY WOm, OO Bewdss
DOIBTNEH OB,

©® ZE» »edme ymnw ©dITTY moig ewedd
2DDB 00§ WO, F WO WOC ©® ©OG BOWDwWsY
Bedmrdr mH® JD 9e8ury mo®xsT SO BO108 ©OnHO o B3®
80CWr, VIDOBIE ¢BD 1® D158, afent) Beadmrdr m»O Jo
eusIDs 8 wewr O@HS e Bws) eveddBw 9EE® 8
Buvewsy mOm. Y P & mbwwide WosTesy
D FIDO® @B Yymrws ged 0ed OB O
DHY 6 OBB, eFG® 0BT ®»OYH WO BwEo
G 83853, O° Buwd cdmDo.

3DED Ca ¢BITN0 VIO ©Rew® EHAB, O
Bowrders mOsnemn®©B.

®0 Bewdss 250965

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa. You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Eranga Gunasekara.
minutes.

You have 13
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(The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara - Deputy Minister of Youth
Affairs)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Eranga Gunasekara, your time is up. Please wind
up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka.
You have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi. You have 11
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I rise to a
point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, thank you.
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It being past 4.30 p.m., THE HON.PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.45p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 08th July, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of this Day.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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