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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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SITUATION ARISEN ON 06.06.2025 DURING QUESTIONS FOR
ORAL ANSWERS
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House

of Parliament)

OO ®ONeROB, 2023 O8svw wewy KB
©ONOOD eBBsY ©wIed D88 Di8mD ©® @eBun’
™OS.

e0® DD WIBE sPEDO w¥» e 8B
6080w BEAC ¢oBm alWeen mIm 990 00n ©wd
e Gn 918 ©° ewddzn HSS.

e Sz Y, estr @@ Sa.
o Bl HLILIL (B) eTmmys GIBTeiemLILIL L g).
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

BB G @D 3w wIdm W eI
8L 0edDd: Bwirsd.d emme
s28ewiBmwesy
LOl6dT 1 L_ewTil Ll 1q uIensy SjeniLiLL
LwesTUBSSLILBD GnIehoFiIHdF Cremar: Ly
QFiiwiiuLTg BiaTGeumi

SMS SERVICE USED FOR SENDING ELECTRICITY BILLS:
UNREGISTERED CONSUMERS

279/2024
1. ©6; 8e3.08. ®8F208 Dm0

(omessTLyifl@ sTeVv.6TiD. WOMBTIT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
DCOWB 2@in®ensy ey yadm e - (1):

(a) (1) o3 s&ahd e (SMS) @bnewsy B¢
GBS Cao 8O §a0@» WS @@ OHTO v B

B EB 0O,

(i) ©® D580 BwE® B¢l sBewIBmwusy emd
€H8)R) @60 wewr Bwosdd 8 Bede;

(il) ozndeE O, @ Omemw Ewwsdd B
0B BB  ©BeowdBmesy 3100
@I,

(iv) ©O® oD wewr Bwisded SO e ©o
Bo® OO @NB BB waBewvdBmwsy



2357 2025 &8 17 2358

wew 8¢B I @A 800 evny @B Bwdd
mOede;

WBIB) O @OV 5D IO esIe?
(20) oevded »®, S @sie?

QUIFSHS] HemwdFFenTds CHl L aflerT:

(o) () ©nepesaugds GCgemeu (SMS)  epson et
SL_L_ewrLl UL ig wenev sitifleneudss
o riotilss  @)Deoppeusny  sTeleueT]  HTEVLD

HL_bGIGTETS] 6TTLIENSU|LD;

(i) SHCUTH SHTHGI LT LIT6UEDEITUITEITIT (LD

GIeheFLFF  CFeweuspwit  (SMS)  GQump
LBy O FUIGISTOTTTHOTIT 6TETLISHSUJLD;
(i) @eTCmsv, @gIuewy LSO FNLTS  Ll6dT

LITEUEDEITIWITENTH6TI6T  cTewTemsflbend  WTd)

GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

(iv) Gupuyg Gaeweuswwls Quplr  uBleyGlFnu
WPWTS WHMID DEHWL S5H ClbTensvGLFHsT
@)evevTs LT LITeUWESTILTETTdhEhdb@  Ll6dT
SL_L_eworLl LI 1 W6VEHEM 61T HewL_dbs&
QFus D@ THSSLUILIL (DTOT  [HL 611G d56MHEH6IT

WITED 6 6TEITLIENS ULD;
S @)FFewudE plelliiuimyr?
(=) @)6iT@mev, s76iT?

asked the Minister of Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the time elapsed since the commencement
of sending the electricity bills through the
SMS facility?

(i)  whether all electricity consumers have got
registered for the SMS service by now;

(iii)  if not, the number of electricity consumers
who have not registered yet; and

(iv) the measures that have been taken to
provide electricity bills to electricity
consumers who are unable to register for
that service and who do not have mobile
phones?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he state -

(M

(ii)

whether he accepts that the overflow of the
Gin River has a major impact on the lives
and properties of the people of the Galle
District;

whether reports have been prepared
regarding the projects that have been
proposed to be implemented after the year

(iif)
(iv)

™)

(vi)

2362

2000 to control the overflow of the Gin
River or for any other purpose;

if so, what those reports are;

the names of the institutions which have
prepared those reports;

the amount spent on the preparation of
those project reports/feasibility study
reports; and

the sources from which funds
obtained for that purpose?

WEre

(c)  Will he also state-

@
(ii)

whether projects have been implemented to
control the overflow of the Gin River; and

if so, the year in which each of those
projects was initiated, the year in which it
was completed, the amount allocated, the
amount spent, the institution by which it
was implemented and the solutions that
have been given, separately?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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MAHAPOLA EDUCATIONAL AND TRADE FAIR: MONEY
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) date and venue of the last Mahapola
Educational and Trade Fair, which had
been initiated to raise funds for the
Mabhapola Higher Education Scholarship
Trust Fund, held and the amount of money
that was spent on conducting it; and

(it) value of the capital assets of the Mahapola
Higher Education Scholarship Trust Fund
existing at present?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana - Deputy Minister of Trade,

Commerce and Food Security)
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EMPLOYEES OF LAND REFORM COMMISSION: GRANT OF
LAND UNDER SPECIAL PRIVILEGES
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the Land Reform
Commission has alienated lands to
employees of the Commission under special
privileges;

(i) if so, the number of employees who had
been granted with lands in such manner;

(iii)) whether he will present a full report
pertaining to it;

(iv) the legal basis of alienating lands to
employees of the Land Reform
Commission under special privileges;

(v) whether there is a possibility to sell or
transfer the lands so alienated to other
parties;

(vi)  the number of lands sold or transferred to
other parties, out of those lands received
under special privileges; and

(vii) the measures to be taken concerning the
sale or transfer of such lands to other
parties?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(=) @)STCmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign

Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the targeted number of foreign tourists
expected to visit Sri Lanka in the year 2025;

(ii)  the countries from which foreign tourists are
expected to come from;

(iii) whether adequate accommodation/ room
facilities are available to such tourists;
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(iv) the steps that will be taken towards the
advancement of the Sri Lanka’s tourist
hotel sector, which collapsed for reasons
such as Covid-19 pandemic, Easter Day
attack in Sri Lanka and mass protests
(Aragalaya);

(v) the measures that will be taken to uplift Sri
Lanka’s tourism industry; and

(vi) the number of tourist zones existing in each
of the provinces in Sri Lanka, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Employment)

G ®OIBNEPROB, Sedw »OEn, deden dBws w®

0000 @@1Bn® 00Neds’ & OO ydmed B8EnJ
8WIODF HCHD0.

* wneduws On »d» ¢ 8EEo:
* FLITTL_ G0 sweudssLii L aflswr !
* Answer tabled:

(@) (i) gwed gow (Optimistic Scenario) = 3,000,000

ommeBm gow (Conservative Scenario) = 2,676,596

(i) 1. @z¥8wd (India)
2. GiBwor eEriedtyd (Russian Federation)
3. Owfesrst GoesaeBw (United Kingdom)
4. 508w (Germany)
5.  goaw (France)
6. 8w (China)
7.  @8edBwi® (Australia)
8. oeudesimas (Poland)
9.  @e98m dwfeny e (United States)
10. enm¢desIme (Netherlands)
11.  ®-dedaws (Bangladesh)
12.  =v&0® (Canada)
13. omBe (Italy)
14. e (Japan)
15. 808 symw (Switzerland)
16. o= smcse (Czech Republic)
17.  Sgowce (Israel)
18.  edesoeietes (Spain)
19. wmemeddome (Kazakhastan)
20. ®cRo8x» (Maldives)
(i) ®o.

2025 obww O O @D 08 gBWBed
cPenE Buwirsed 63:0:0m 0D BBwLY) CIBY GIBHB
5w OB W .



23717

2025 8 17

2024
gwnz 8ow (Category) BB ©oDD | OGS 050D
(Number of (Number of
establishments) rooms)

83w ewiedd (Boutique Hotel) 39 877
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Sjeui @)dFewus@ Mlaliimrr?

(@) @esrCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:
(a)  Ishe aware that the -

(i) various problems have cropped up in the
acquisition of lands for the construction of
the Central Expressway; and

(i) compensation has not been paid to a large
number of landowners for the lands
acquired up until now?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether a methodology has been prepared
for the payment of compensation payable
to them;

(ii) if not, the reasons for that;

(iii)  whether he is aware that the payment of the
said compensation has been delayed for a
long time; and

(iv) if so, the time it will take to pay the said
compensation?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:

Will he inform this House-

(@)

(b)

(@)
(i)
(iif)

the number of regional workshops owned
by the Sri Lanka Transport Board,

the areas where the workshops concerned
have been established;

whether he is aware that a proposal had
been made to start a tyre manufacturing
factory within the Medawachchiya
Regional Workshop of the Sri Lanka
Transport Board;

(iv) if so, the amount that had been allocated for
that; and
(v) its progress as at 28" February, 2025?
If no, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

Will he inform this House -
(1) whether he is aware that requests have been
submitted to the Manmunai North
Divisional Secretariat by landless persons
during the period from 01.01.2017 to
31.03.2025 with the aim of acquiring lands;

(i) if so, the number of such persons and their
names and the relevant details;

(iif)  whether such persons have been issued with
deeds of grant or land permits; and

(iv)  if so, the number of such persons along with
their names and relevant details?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the majority of the
persons who have settled down in
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government lands in the Manmunai North
Divisional Secretary's Division have not
been issued with deeds of grant or land
permits so far;

(ii) if so, the number of such persons and their
names and other relevant details; and

(iii)  the reasons for not issuing deeds of grant or
land permits to the aforementioned persons
so far?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Thank you, Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, for raising
this matter.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

®6 »Onemn®A, 1 thank the Hon. Member for
raising this matter. - [Interruption.] May 1 proceed, Sir?
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

I clearly understood it. The interpretation was good.
Thank you, Hon. Member, I clearly understood what you
said. Also, the Question was sent to me in writing. So, I
know what the Question is. Thank you, Hon. Member, for
your courtesy.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. There is a discrepancy
between the interpretation - [Interruption.] He is asking
what you all are expecting the media -
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

All right. If he is asking whether it has gone to the
media or not, I do not know. But, if he is asking whether |
understood it, of course, I did understand it and I am able
to respond. - [Interruption.] May, 1 proceed, Sir?

OO DOIBIBHR O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Minister, please do.

@G BBk w8uem 5305086 Svmo

(oresrfl@ FL1L_SSHTemil aniagest HresTmwidhssTr)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, I thank the Hon. Member for raising
this Question.

As you are aware, this grave site was first discovered
in February, 2025 in Chemmani. A couple of days ago,
the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam also raised this question. So,
I had some time to go through this matter.

As you know, this particular cemetery has been in use
since 1970s and when they were trying to establish an
electrical cremation facility, they uncovered those human
remains. On the 19" of February, the Jaffna Police
reported the discovery of the suspected human remains to
the Magistrate's Court of Jaffna after conducting initial
investigations and recording statements from the
cemetery maintenance staff and committee members.
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Yes, we are carrying out an impartial investigation
as this Government has no reason to hide anything
and we want to do justice to the victims and speak
the truth, only the truth and nothing else because
the brothers of Jaffna are our brothers and sisters,
too. That is what the election results always show.
Therefore, we do not intend to discriminate them
with a partial investigation.

Also, on the 20" of February, 2025, a joint site
inspection was carried out by the Jaffna Police's
Crime Division with the Magistrate, the Judicial
Medical Officer, the Consultant Forensic
Pathologist and the officers from my own
institution, the Office on Missing Persons. On the
same day, the JMO collected samples from the site
for preliminary forensic examinations and
submitted an anthropological report to the
Magistrate's Court. The report confirmed that
except for two samples, all collected bones were of
humans.

As per the expert opinion, the JMO recommended
a PIT method to be adopted. Initially, a budget was
drafted and we already allocated Rs. 2.1 million on
the 21% of April, 2025. In this site, 19 sets of
human remains were discovered, exhumed and
preserved as court exhibits. Based on these
observations, the JMO informed the Court that
further excavation is needed. On the 13" of June,
the High Court of Jaffna has sent us a request for a
further budget, which is now in the process of
being allocated.

The second phase of the excavation is to begin on
the 26™ of June, 2025 and also it should be noted
that the certified copy of the court proceedings
highlights the fact that the site is protected by the
local community of the board and the police
jointly because this particular request was made by
Mr. Sugash, the attorney-at-law who appeared for
the aggrieved party and who, if I am not mistaken,
is a member of the Hon. G. G. Ponnambalam’s
party. He is the one who requested that the site be
protected jointly by the board members, the police
and the local community, and the Office on
Missing Persons as well as the police agreed to
that. So, the site is safe and impartially, the
investigation is being done. That is my answer for
your first question, Hon. Member.

Then, you asked about the Kokkuthoduvai grave
site. On the 29" of June, 2023, the site was
discovered when the National Water Supply and
Drainage Board was digging the area to lay water
pipes. It has been reported under No. AR/804/23
to the Court. The human remains had been
carefully removed from the site by experts and
sent to the Forensic Medicine Department of the
Medical Faculty of the University of Jaffna. Now,
the reports by the experts had been submitted to
the Magistrate's Court of Mullaithivu awaiting it to

3 &4.

2396

take the next steps. The experts had ensured that
there are no human remains left in the site;
everything had carefully been removed and
handed over to the authorities.

More than Rs. 15 million had been requested by
the JIMO of Mullaitivu and that was allocated by
our Ministry. The Court has to decide on the
future steps, which we will support.

Hon. Speaker, the Mandaitivu mass grave is a
slight issue. The Office on Missing Persons joined
as observers. The investigation is done by the
court house, the police and the relevant authorities
with forensic experts. Now, the question is this.
The human rights organizations have stated that
the remains of the children and youth who were
taken away in 1990 are buried in the Mandaitivu
mass grave. That is the main thing. And, their
mothers need to know the truth, what happened to
their children. There are 14 sites that the Office on
Missing Persons is currently observing. But, the
problem is, with regard to this particular site, there
is no police complaint or a court order. In fact, all
what we have is - I do not mean to hurt the
feelings of any person - is hearsay. That means,
there is no credible information for the Office on
Missing Persons to investigate or to initiate
investigations. So, whether there is a grave or not
or if there is a grave, whether it is a mass grave or
not are not matters that we are aware of. As you
know, the Office on Missing Persons is only an
observer who joined on the orders of the court and
it does not initiate investigation. What we are
investigating there is, whether a crime had taken
place or not. So, about that grave, we have not
received any complaint and we are not aware of a
police complaint either. So, we are unable to make
any further comments or investigations. Hon.
Member, as I said, it is only hearsay. The problem
is, we cannot act on hearsays, Sir. That is my
issue. But, the moment credible information
comes in the form of a solid police complaint or
solid evidence, investigations could begin because
we are very willing to do so and we are not here to
hide anything.

The Thiruketheeswaran grave was found in
Mannar and its Case No. is, B 768/2013. Human
remains were carefully removed from the site by
an expert team and as per the court order, the
skeletal remain are kept under the custody of
Judicial Medical Officer for further forensic
medical examination. Requests have been made
by the JMO to send the samples for analysis, for
radio-carbon dating. The JMO has also requested
for US Dollars 3,875 and recommended that the
samples are sent to Florida, USA for carbon
analysis. The budget for radio-carbon testing of
bone samples was prepared by the courts - we do
not prepare the budget; the court tells us the
amount required - and was sent to the Ministry of
Justice, which had subsequently been approved.
So, that is the status with regard to that matter.
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And, further, the court has instructed to adopt an
international procurement policy for sending the
samples through a third party while the chain of
custody is ensured. We have to make sure that
these samples do not get mixed up, planted or
changed because at the end of the day, we are here
to do justice and for that, you need to find out the
culprits. So, we do not need any allegations on that
part. The Magistrate's Court has to give us further
orders. It was highlighted that the entire process of
sending samples for carbon-dating should be
conducted in a transparent manner with
accountability at all stages.

Sir, finishing off, let me say that we are carrying out
impartial investigations. We are saddened and shocked by
these events. As a Government, our policy is, justice for
all and whether it is the North or the South is immaterial.
We do understand the pain of the grieving mothers,
fathers, brothers and sisters. But, as a Government, we
cannot work on gut reaction or hearsay; we need solid
information. But, we will continue to carry out our
engagements. Whenever there is something that we need
to find out, I would like to mention to all the Hon.
Members of Parliament and citizens that we are there to
help and serve them because we want to heal the wounds
and put these matters to rest.

Thank you, Sir.

@6 8OO Gnost Ownmo
(woresstyfl @ Heugpmrestid FAnfgredr)
(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
Qaerrey  FuThTwsT HeuisGer, srerapenLw  Cssral
semer @)FFemuulley Flwrs eTewauds pywTwed CUTeT).
AbgILLTSE  wwTeTHms I TdSs
uGSulled st REaslul L Aneur,

s  pohHwrs,
M5 (G LPIHEM S B6T,
QlLIGISTH6IT, Y EBTHETH 6TEILDL|GIn DB, 6THBaS WL % EMh
ety oj9dbs CbTmisd), AsHlreusns OClFiig G&TsvsVL
Ul L euigemlesr sTepibLdam (Hasir etesr IMO report GFmsvamg).
@51 2 misEpmLW U AE  HTVSBlV B CLUDHD  @H
aflL_wWiosDev. 2 BIKEHSEE WPBHD @)Hb BHTL ML Y 6WTL 6UTHET

@)hs wewemiley  GFilg sl uwBisrwrer  GFwev!
AL reuens OEIHEDEIIGIES] Q& et (R G FsveVLILIL L
B)GTEID LISV HITMH WIS TeTeU T 66T 6T6VILDL|ddn (B ETHLD
3)(h% &G west BLOLLILIGESTDS.

Cesemyey  ewwdFFT euisGer, WML Sy LenDEL
allLwwrerg ere0BVTHSGHL OsfHs s el wwr@l.
9Cx5Cumsv,
CapaurevwGs1dh@ 9 mEBTewUled wellsls LamsLl o ar(®.
“Footprints in the Sand” erstrmy Q&msved), 'BICFTI sTevriiLIBS6sTD
S 3
yewasliuL msGarr®  swrfldgs

Qebur’_ HsCsriLib, yefls GCsremwwiri

QUL &S, wesflgeuer  ewwiiy 60 CumenLw
report  @erTmi &) (HEHSMGI.
Qxerrey  ewwsFT euisGer, eTeTenIeHL W  swsuilevisiTer
b

*aFwir1ié A eTCmeir.

T eI 2_MHIGEHEM LI FHUTHG|HHTHEF

* B8 9E8es ermom &
<24 UGNTLD FLONLILIGIHBLILIL_)lsVsm6V.
Document not tendered.

2025 8 17

2398

s 60 Gufled evemeviiiy, urrFsgl allgslwme
wHHev eTTCerT(H UIgSHUTHEBD ) (HEHHSTDTTHST. bd
lsensullsd "M-A-M" ereitmy @MU LUl B &) héSlarmg.
199090 o1 SHTVLILIGH UL WL F 6y, HeVeMEVLI
T GUTST HHw  UGBlHefledhha DD HIF
Ssvemevitiliiguiley sweus g mbs
woasst  @uliGumit o Gurg  @)rTamieuddle
BT YW 55 GHueurs @) wHs EPDPms Gaing L derev
Gxeurssthg TailL b I|euiTHemer B BS S(HLOTM
Garflerriser. UGUTWS Lbarev Cgpeurerbsm GlFmsved)

Uil ig,
O FVeVLILIL_L_6)TdHemer

Gurg,

Wb, euisemend GarerGCumrit elsrflss el H
afl(heumrigsr O Lsirdlsv
Sjauismend GarearHOFaTm @)mESnri. bs Crrdglsv
L&erev Gapaurenpbsreyd @) bsd CFrwpurl HHE 2 L Hews

6T6T M. QaTiGuLs(heus TesT

wra @) hhSESDTT. sTarCeu, BHIS6T Ldersiy Cheumesrhbsm
1551 eflFTrenent Cum6lsrsier Geusssr(H)Ld.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBHTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@G OBE @0, mSenw 88 WS OB® wewor B o
2080 0dm WOBIB.

©0 8OO o5y Owmo

(omessrLyifl@ Heuepmesrid Apfgredr)

(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)

@)hs 60 Cufler QETemVBERdGE Ldersry CsheuTerhdTeyLd
2 L hewgwrereui. eTearGeu,  LoawTENLF 6,
Seveidllqullsdmbg  SjwwHeis
Qasremsvssit CrLiTurer eallFrrenentaemearu  Cuwm@&GDldbs
wesflg

LD63OT (& LD LI T 63T,
G &FeVeVLILIL_L_6uiTaeflesT

YengGLlssr  OsrLiurer  eNlFTremenTHener)d
Bhiser allewreurs 1pestQler(hlds CouessT(HD. BjeWBdSHT6OT [bIT6dT
@bs B sF0  suslluymidgiHeTCmesr. GhenTey HEWLOFFI
SeursGear, Bhiser @& OCSTLLL 6T6dTaT BL 6Ly HEDS
G 1d

@G BBk w8uen 5305086 Svmo

(oresrfl@ FL1L_SSHTemil aniagest HresTmwidhssTr)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Member, I think I answered you earlier also, but
I will say it again in a very short manner. As I told you, I
will not take any credit away from those gentlemen who
wrote the report. But, they can do one more thing: they
can come to us and tell us about it because we cannot act
on hearsay. Let there be a police complaint and a court
order. Then only we can intervene. As our policy is to
investigate all matters, we are willing to initiate
investigations, but on what basis? Since that you table
that report, we will find out about the -
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@G BBeg w8ven 5050806 Svmo

(oreTfl@ FLLSSTemi] aDiTages BHresTTildhery)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Hold on, Hon. Member! All this time, you were
raising questions very reasonably. Now, you are making a
political speech. I am trying to assist the country and its
people, showing all due respect to you. - [Interruption.]
Sir, law does not work on hearsay. We are willing to
investigate. Hon. Member, do not make allegations that
we have been partial. We want to investigate all these
matters. - [Interruption.] But, it is on court orders that we
investigate. And, the only place where we have not started
investigations, as I explained to you, is Mandaitivu
because there is no complaint. Now, those persons have
written a report, great. We will talk with them and
whoever who is willing to, give us a lead on that to start
investigations. Therefore, do not make any allegations
that we are trying to cover up because we are not.

@G BOewam»® Gnost ®wmo
(woresstyfl @ Heugpmrestid FAnfgyedr)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, the interpretation is not available since his
microphone is not switched on. So, I am unable to
answer. Thank you.
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@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg LWrdd surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam. You have
15 minutes.

©0 8OO o5y Owmo
(omesstLyifl@ Heuepmesrid A redr)
(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)

298 8Seddes.
STULPBSITI .
rose.

@0 Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)
(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi euiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan?

©6 BO®wm»® o5y Owmo

(omesstLyifl@ Heuepmesrid s redr)

(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)

Qaxeryey  Ulrgld  surprwsi  HeuisGer, @)evkiensd
slprads sl Auilerrralu priser sulflarssler srifs 8
urgrepwsTn 2 miifleriaGarm() @)bsL LITTTEHLOETNSSl60
epsstpmeugy OQuiflw sl dwrs  BsD  eudlESlesTCnTiD.
TBISEHOLW  Wdhsetler LrFdflenerasst errmerwrerensy. 80
UL &TeY B fAeouwds OBTenTL I, 6ThIG6T D&% EHeDL W
@ ey Lrsfewer! @)FCsv aLhg 30 o 6a1(HSEHE: @D GosvTs
prmiser st Guflw wsssSH@GsT suul®, usCaumy
Ul L (3)6ITEITeVHET LHMID  SIHTLIBIGENET 6T Cld:T6wTIq (Hd

HlesrGmmib.

®6; Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, would you come to your
point, please?

©0 8BOewgam»® Gmost Owmo
(omevstLyil@ Heuepmesrid Fpfaredr)
(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
@ BIOlL1b!
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Ibs euemasulled, e1HiGslF  ererm  FHuNGe0  @)etTmy
prmiser  QeuefllpLligyd  QaFilwelssws.  eTBRISEHEDL W
Ulirsflewestasit FbupbswTer el wbisemar BThiser @)bsLl
UTrTEBLSTDSSlV LglayGaFiiu  allpoyslarE@nrid. sCar,
PIYULOTRTTE)  6ThIGEHSG  Yeweu  upy)  Cuaeusna
Guevdlswrer Crrsens 9515560 Fiig smwrm Csl (B

Q& reiralssTGm 6.

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Next, the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam. You have 15 minutes, and your time
starts now.

O BB B5T CresyyTBOsT Gres@rnm® Swvmo

(oressyfl@ Fremtdhdlwest rTeLSSresr @)rraFLomentdain)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, since some Members of the
Opposition have walked out, how are you going to
allocate the time?

G Berdss HSOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I will have to await instructions from
the Chief Opposition Whip's Office on how we are going
to manage the time.

[e3.00. 11.16]

O BB B5T CrsyyIBOsT Gres@rmm® Swvmo
(oressTyfl@ FresTdhdlwest rTeLSS et @)y TaFLoment&asin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Okay, thank you.
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aflewarwiriiged 2@l USTISSL  LweTUTL 19 H
Casglrmresr - anti-doping in sports - FweurTwd FL L GFlesr &1pmevr
flev puBiGaldlsdr  Qetm  ellurgssShE TS
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Gauar®io. Anti-doping in  sports is a good thing. But,
even though they have the talent, many youths in the
North and the East do not even get the opportunity to
represent the country because they are unable to pay even
for their air tickets to attend overseas tournaments.

(0S5 surrid FewnisnsullGsv ) HHs! karate team PETMI
allwl prifld  peLQupalmasdlearm  owm  FHlspalsy
uBGOunusHasTar YoLUls) Sl s3HESIDSI.

aflewerwim_(HLi

There is an Invitation for the under 17 and under 23
Asian Championships, 2025 by the Vietnam Worestling
Federation. That tournament is to going to be held from
the 16th to the 18th of this month. So, it started yesterday.

spermev, the young talent selected from the North and the
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East to participate in this tournament are unable to attend
because they cannot pay for their air tickets.
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UrGgses  sewuuilesr  yFlw  wiey  BLeulgdenaherlsD
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YTV, YUBHHG YBCv QBT IBHGID LPeTEOTMHTn 19t
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LRUT WS HHS rFThiswd i, Ministry of Sports o _1b &ifl,

Qs MeyCQeFinuliu’ L mi.
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ugaluiGullphg aflvdlullphsraibdn L, GOUULL om
STeVlILGFulley sThISEhewL W wreul L YLialBsss &wsd
SHWOVUTTH B)(hHBeuT eTedTn suswaHullsd, joui (1psTET(HSS
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Quirmiiiy

@G @O’ eODsI Pum (Beda mOEn 6w Sedw
dfwo Bewedus ¢@imusn@)

(oresryflg et Camwssblrr - QeueflBr L syausvssir
wHmib Qeuefpr B Csusneveuriiiyls Lyd) Hepsai)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Employment)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

O BrerBRB5T CoxsyIBOBT Gres@rhmlmn® Dwnmo
(omevsTLyif@ FrenTdhdlweT TTELSS et @)rraLomentéasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Yes, Hon. Deputy Minister?
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O g6 53 eF@OsIE Owm

(orerLll@ o Hevsr CanwdFbslrT)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra)

I rise to a point of Order, Hon. Deputy Speaker. Since
my name has been mentioned here, I think I have the
Privilege to answer that question.

©0] Bewdss mOnemn®B, e®mme O ecwnt a8
ewsy WOBIB OBEB. g¢ BE0D 01 e@B WO OB,
& D0d® cnd, »evwndd BOITVewsy wdySescwsy
OB »IFOL ®» ¢ ged OGRS mD ®OSsT
95ImHYD. DY, OO O ecwr BwsIm OBE.

®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order please! The Hon. Speaker will now take the
Chair.
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BEVCVSHLD 6)35]5 5 M1 S56IT.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra)
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@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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O BrenBBRB5T CrsyyIBOsT Gres@rhm® Dwvmo
(woressTLll @ FressTdhdlesT FTeLSSTesT @)rTaLoment&asLn)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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OO DOIBTINBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

O B BRBsT CresyyIBOsT Gres@rmm® dvmo
(omessTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSSresr @)rraLomentsain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Okay, Sir.
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B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

OO BB BB GotsyTFBCBY Gres@nTH® Owmo

(orewTLLll@ FTERToHSIWET TTRLES 6T @) TFLTessildheLD)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, I am winding up. I am the only speaker in the
Opposition list. So, let me have a few more minutes.

05I88 do 9uIey vwmwsl O ¢iery mnd &B.
& edGm ©0e® g5iny mOJw WmOH OR. ¢8 BBeudn®
@®530 0ds¥esy »Bemnd, OB88 O AEHO osednm
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0BEE acnd nO8 98uy wog. ©® e® BDicedd ged
gedaed Bedn 010G BEAcD ndO8 moie 928sr meg.
Doping o 803300 m »0de, ged yodnde osim
DO DOEeIO 988wk0 »®xD  develop @mSeem
Smssind tournament OmmODS wvwd edxIey N8 ¢l
B mdens 08 On weg. ODemd emededd 9csy
&) v eDE), 0 BE dEmed BeE),-

@O0 QNGBS

(oredTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over now.

OO BB BB GrtsyyFBCBY Gres@€nH® Owmo
(orerL)fl@ FTERToHSIIWET TTRLES 6T @)ITFLTessildheLD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, please give me a minute or two extra because
there are no other speakers for the Opposition today. Are
you going to carry on the Debate just with the
Government? I am the only speaker on the speakers' list
for the Opposition. So, give me a few more minutes and I
will wind up. You all have the entire day to debate; you
all have the entire day to speak because most of the
Opposition have left the Chamber. As the third largest
party in Parliament, we decided to stay back only because
our Parliamentary Group Leader believed that you all will
at least give us time to raise our issues. But, now, you are
going to cut down my time when the entire Opposition’s
time is available. So, Sir, please speak to the Secretary-
General and decide what to do.
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OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I will give you another two minutes.

O BB B5Y CrsyyTBOsT Gres@rhmHO® dwmo
(oressTLyfl@ FremTdhdlwet TTELSS et @)rTFLoTentasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Hon. Speaker, -

OO DOIBNBH O

(orerfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTse)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You can proceed for another two minutes.

O BB R BB SotsyTFBCSY Gres@rnm® Wm0
(orevTLLll@ FTeRTdhaSIWeT T ES T6sT @)rTEFLTensildhaib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, I am trying to make a point here. I am the only
speaker available to speak today from the Opposition list.
So, if you want to supress us also, the third largest party
in the Opposition, -

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

You can speak; please carry on.

O B BRB5T CrsyyIBOsT Gres@rhm O dnmo
(omessTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rraLomentsain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Thank you very much, Sir. [ appreciate that.

Hon. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Employment, I do not know from where you got this
opinion. I was a member of the SLFP and it is a widely
known fact. You and your other fellow Ministers come to
this Chamber everyday as if you all have found some
major secret about me, but that is common knowledge. 1
did not hide behind anybody or lie about it. I did not hide
that fact; that is a known fact. It is a known fact that I was
an electoral organizer for the Sri Lanka Freedom Party.
So, being an electoral organizer for the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party is not a major crime. If that is a major
crime, there are some of your own members who had
been, being part of the "Nil Balakaya”, on stage singing
praises of former President Mahinda Rajapaksa. So, do
not stoop down to this cheap level of politics. I have very
high regard for you, Hon. Deputy Minister. While you
were there as the Chairman of the District Development
Committee, we worked very closely together to stop
corruption. I do not know, somebody has either given you
some wrong information or you have woken up from the
wrong side of the bed.

So, Sir, I assume that you would give me some more
time to speak today. Is that correct or once I start
continuing, are you going to tell me that my time is over?

@O0 QBB

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6rT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

I will let you know. You proceed.
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O BB BRe5T o5y TBOsT Gres@rmm® Swvmo
(oressTfl@ Fremtdhalwest TTeLSSresT @)rTFLomentdasiD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Okay, thank you.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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yQme S mE, el e and (GosTed
skeletons @9 =888 Bwes Bwemdl. We are not experts
on human skeletons or excavation of sites, but we are
being told that out of those 19 skeletons, six belong to
children between the ages of three months and ten years.
There had been no clothes on them and their skulls had
injuries; all the skulls of those skeletons had gone
through serious trauma and injuries. There had been no
clothes to be found. Therefore, the skeletons that had
been found in Chemmani are a serious issue that this
Government needs to address. Similar to this, Hon.
President, in 1999 also, I think there were some human
remains found right next to the current excavation site.
With regard to the site that was found in 1999, I think the
Government at that time sought assistance from other
countries and international agencies like the Office of the
US Secretary of State, the French Government and other
departments, if I am not mistaken. I was only nine years
of age at that time. Those agencies got involved because
the Government of Sri Lanka did not have expertise on
forensic investigations and to date - it is very clear as
there are reports that have been published - the
Government of Sri Lanka does not have expertise on
forensic investigations. The Government of Sri Lanka
only has expertise on forensic investigations related to
crimes that had been committed in recent times, but not
on crimes that may had been committed two to three
decades ago. Therefore, I would like to urge this
Government to get the support of expert international
bodies. Our people want to have independent inquiries, to
see that these investigations are being conducted in a free,
fair and a just manner so that the public can have faith in
them.

In Kokkuthoduvai also, there were some skeletons
unearthed. I was told that the Minister of Justice and
National Integration gave a detailed update on these mass
graves. | hope he had mentioned that as well. The only
reason why I am mentioning this is because the Hon.
President is in the Chamber. On this sort of things, you
need to give our people some hope so that we, the largest
Tamil party in the country and the third largest party in
Parliament, could go to our people and say, “Look, we all
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have jointly defeated the NPP in Jaffna, Batticaloa and in
most Tamil-speaking areas. Now, as the main party which
represents our people, let us work with this Government
to resolve our issues.” So, we need to go to our people
and be able to give our people that assurance. To give our
people that assurance, there are some matters which need
to be resolved from your side.

One of them is the Provincial Councils Elections
(Amendment) Bill that I presented. Like I mentioned,
adopt that as a Government Bill. I have no issue. You take
up my Private Members' Bill to amend the Provincial
Councils Act as a Government Bill, pass that and fix a
date for the Provincial Councils Elections. We do not
have to fix a specific date; let us, at least, say within this
period of the year. But, that assurance has to be given and
that promise must be kept because in this country, the
problem is that so many promises had been given to the
Tamil people, but none had been kept.

It has not been done by this Government, but it has
been happening from the time of my grandfather; it has
been happening for seven decades. So, we need to be able
to go to our people and say, “Look, let us call for a truce
with the Government and try and resolve some of our
issues". These are some of the issues that need to be
resolved. Maybe, in some other areas of the country, if
you go and construct a bus stand or a road, you would
able to satisfy the people there. But, in our parts of the
county, unless you address some of these concerns we
raise, your popularity would erode even further. The
public gave you a mandate. At the Parliamentary
Election, you failed to stick to your promises and you all
have received the verdict at the Local Government
Election. So, if you fail to keep your promises in the next
few months also, the opposition from the public would
increase and we would then have to take to the streets
with the public.

Therefore, Hon. President, please look into the matter
of the human skeletons unearthed with utmost
importance. Try and involve international investigators
and observers in that so that our people would have some
sort of faith in the process. Allocate enough money.
Those crimes were not committed by you; those crimes
were not committed when you all were in power; it is not
your party that was in power when those were committed.
Why are you trying to protect them? If somebody had
committed those atrocities in the 90s, let us all work
together to find who the culprits are. We have always
voiced our concerns about the Matale mass graves; we
have stood by you all; we have always raised our
concerns about Colonel Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
involvement in the Matale mass graves. So, we have
stood by you; we have stood by your revolution and your
cadres. Why are you now hesitant to, at least, try to
deliver justice to our people? Among those skeletons that
were found, the experts on the site had said, some could
have belonged to a child who was three months old! So,
Sir, why is the Government hesitant to investigate into
this?

Then, the issue of missing persons is also very similar
to this. We have raised these issues on every possible
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occasion in and outside Parliament. We are only asking
for a mechanism for justice and successive governments
had only promised us truth and reparations. That truth is
also a half-baked truth; truth without justice. And, a
transitional justice mechanism would fail because the
victim community would not accept it. So, these are the
issues that our people face, these are the concerns that our
people have and for us to be able to work with you, try
and give us some assurance at least on emblematic cases.

Former Member of Parliament from my District, the
Hon. Joseph Pararajasingham, was shot dead on
Christmas Eve inside a church! It is common knowledge
and everybody knows that it was Pillayan and his group
who were involved in that. So, how can your party now
go and get their support just to get a Local Government
Councilor elected? Does that go by your principle? I am
absolutely certain that the top leadership of the NPP is
not aware of this. It is your electoral organizers and other
persons who are there destroying your image in those
districts who have done that. In the Chenkalady Council,
we, as a party, are asking for justice for our late
Parliamentarian Hon. Joseph Pararajasingham, who was
murdered in a church in cold blood. We have refused to
work with Pillayan’s party. They promised us
unconditional support to form every single council, but
they wanted us to say that we are working together and
we did not want to work with them. Therefore, we
refused to take their support, but the NPP organizers - |
do not even know their names - did otherwise. The Hon.
Kandasami Prabhu will tell you about that. I do not think
he is also happy with the situation and he is aware of
what is happening in Batticaloa. So, in the Chenkalady
Division, just to get power in the Chenkalady Council,
the NPP and the TMVP were ready to work together. In
the Kaluwanchikudy Council, to defeat the ITAK, the
NPP and the TMVP, Pillayan's party, were read%/ to work
together. Then, we are being told that on the 20", to form
the Vakarai Council, the only council left in Batticaloa
for us to form, the NPP is ready to support the TMVP. I
am absolutely certain that the top leaders of the NPP in
the front row would not agree to that, but that is what is
happening in our District.

So, we are seeking justice, at least, for our emblematic
cases. Hon. President and senior leaders of the NPP
present in the House now, give us some assurance that
our issues would be addressed, that archaeology would
not be used as a tool to take over lands of the people in
the North and the East, that the Department of Coast
Conservation and Coastal Resource Management would
follow its mandate and would not go beyond its mandate
just to take over Tamil people’s lands in the North and
East. These are the State institutions that have been used
as instruments to take over Tamil people’s lands. When I
say Tamil people’s lands, I am not saying that all those
lands belong to private owners, but those lands are
needed when the Tamil community, the Tamil-speaking
population expands; we need those lands. By the
Mahaweli Authority, all the pasturelands are being taken
over. Come September, we will see whether, under this
administration also, our pasturelands would be used as a
tool to change the demography of the North and the East.
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Sir, I think you have reached the highest level of your
patience and can see you reaching out to the mike. So, I
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan. You
have 20 minutes.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed, THE
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon.  Amirthanathan  Adaikkalanathan,
continue. You have 12 minutes more.

please
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(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)

perWl! Qasenryey Lrgld Furprwsi euisGer, @)ermy
BTBIGET  aflewerurl_ (HdgImm afleursls s
Qaret(® (3)(HdHeTCmmrid. susyssflwim wreul L Gslsv Hfb6lsL

FIDUBSLOTS

WWSTOTD YewWLLGNHTHEI U Casmg epuTiy SMs6lsl
FCUETTHSHTY RPHIGSIUL B @) HBHESTDSI. | SDSBT6T
@b yewLwmerd srewriiul (RsTerGUTSlepid,  (3)siTenib
9sHGNw  Yiwg HwLssl6upTs Blewey @) HLLSTS
BTBIGET YWISSTEDTID. sTerGou, @)Flv GlsarTou ewLOFFT
Sauiser seweoul B 2 fw Yyeiwdlepwls QuDMI&ECSET(H S
Gouasst(HGesrds CasL (HdClmeiralesTGme6dr.
wrer  pery  ClFmeiresrgGumsy,  eueysslwrallsysiter
UTL FTensV  LOTewTeuiassT wHmih @)emerehiser aSliflas6ls
aflemarwiri iged  omEasrs @) HSHGTDTIHET. 6T lgnID,
BMEBTET HLOSTEITBISET I bIEF &HewMeursGeu () (HdHesTm60T.
Flgud  Fev Grramieugzler
url g6 S @) HbHeTnesr. @)eTenih Fl6V EMLOGTEUTHIGST 616
@evrsraierdlp @) mohsleTment.
a5 55 L0 (hH ) LIIesTUTL_69L_d
gpur@hsemerds GsTer@eumdlearn HCs5CHrb, elemerwimi
Obgivpeow 2as@allliugh@ pw updsmer TOSSI,
BETUTE) @6 EhTHM6T FTbSHTe), Hjeuiskher CUTensds @,
I|EEVDWTHTS §3(h Blewevem it e7HLI(HSSH6VTLD.

WD T6ITBI &5 61T SL_(HL
aflsmarwir’ (Hsgienmuilsy
SHLILSD ST T FUL

@sitmy  susyesflwmellgysiter  Lisw
LweTUBSS PIEWTS Blewevswn (&) (heSlBTmGI. cue|suilwimailsy
UlrGss swus@ifln  ewHTOTBRISEHLD Har Fenuds@flw

6D LD T6IT 61 &M ETLI

WWSTOTUPLD @) (HSSSTDET. BEHT FOUSGNW DB TETS
VST  dn HBVTHL  OuTg  BlBpeysEp  allewerwml (b
Bl& L6 & EIHLD BewL_QumdleTmes. Cppenmws Slewrid
ermsephsww DTNA generw gsilp s dsefler 9,8658sur(h
aueyaflwr wresr Foouuldd YU d HywwHHH.  sTaTGo,
aueyasflT BET FeULGTW mLESTOTEmSF GFliLesfHousn
ST Bl
Gousr(HGesT Bredr @)hsd FhoHTLILSHD CheTTen jewideFi
suisafl_ib Cal(hd GamerdlsstGmedr.

2 gafl 2 UL MW 6UFSHMET  QULPHIG

Swgall,  Brer  gn6lsarGe Ceresresrg GLimev,
wesrermifley Bmiailedld@Garid, eTwlled BT HMID LsTerf] Lpemeor
wlevisirer  enwgreTBIGHT  GHTLTLID  SHeueTd CFISSH
BIalledld@HenhBlepieTer  DSTATHBlD 1K FF6D
SLTHD YewdhGh Ceuemevsst wWHSHS UG BewL GlLmy
Hermer. bs wwgsrarsder  UlallBss  Ceusmevdssit

L1sVGaumy

Gousir(id.

UrdHlenestamer  STIewIOTS  [FEdIL.  STVLOTS

2025 8 17

2446

@evLplmisstul® @) BHs Bleweouilsy, GlserTrey HeWOFFT
SUTHeT B ClFerm uriemeuuil’ L Nereord, oyliLieuw]
sewend  CsTLihg  peTQerGHlusmHETRT  eumiilienL
2 apT(huaTamIusTHE OlFTsellullBhsmi.

Qzerrey Lrg Oewwdsr euisst seuaTdhdled e1(hdba

eTaTGou, WS
GouaintH6esrds G (Hds Glgs meiTaslsdrGmedr.

BreiT HolsaTGeu CFTeiTeargGLmev, eTiflsd BaflaisTar
aflsmerwir’® swwsrarsdler Lilallpssll Lssilseafley arpsd
Blewphg  STewTiL@ESTDS. YT TR OF 1y [
allgrrewent  GuphGsTster  CousnwT(R6evTd Casl_ (&
Qe rerdSlarGmeir. Casarreu LNrgl oewwssi jeuisGer, Hniser

sTaarGea,

usireflenesr aflememim (B ewwgrerd CmLiLileyb Seuesrid
Qess Geuswrin. usiaflpeerswwit QuUIrmSsHeuenyuilsd,

g football@sv las Fpewwwrer  @)emerehiser
@)msSlesTpriser. HCHCuUT, GUFTEM,  EUBISHTENE
Gurettp @) L_migefleiid SDewowimest @) emerh i 6T

B)HSSDTiSssT. GBi@ CUITS WS TETHISST (§)VeVTSH
ETTWTSSTR Ybs  @)ewenehiserTsd  HFl Lilysrdss
Quwrosy)  @HESDG. 2 WSUBSTL L GIl60
Ulrusbwioresr  wreul L orsd  SHSLILBETD
wreul L gl uTLFremsy L Sl  suallewearwim’ enL
SBIGENTE S DEOLOBHEM6T
QeuafllliLBSSoHI g WSTH @) HBGW. H58HTH, FieuCshs
Wi L_gglev S|6UTHATTEYILD BHBIGHETS) FpewoHener
QeuslILBSBHEam 19w euTiililEer egHU@BLD. sTerGou, (&)bs

MESHN)

LDG3TGUTIT T

oard; @ elSHT6, S|6UTHETT6V

allwgFev CEBeTTeu HEWFFT HEUTHET HITHI HEUSTHMSHF

OQERVEE: Gouaist(H6Lo6sT S SITLPEDLOU|L_65T Cal_(hd
Q& meiraslssrGmedr.
DS, Qvkiens 2 wsUbSTL L FGwerd umHM

@O ellpbyLeTCmeir. Sl Sjeuiseng GFwpHLTBSB6T
@wpeursGeu @) (hosHlstTmest. wreul L FHWTE HewiodsLl
U@HESTD 2 WSUBSTL L GHUPHSH6T
LWL aflVeney. @)FHOTTV 2 ML LUHSTL LD FTibd

L)  QU(HLBIGOTTS

Qrwmur@pser Ustshisiw BlenevoullGsy @) mbHlsTmer. obsd
FIOGLOOTRTSSHIL TT6T (LPIresTLT(h SHTIERTLOTSE  @)en6rehidsir
BHSTDSSHISHEHF CFVHTD Blewevenio & TewnTliLBSSTDSE.
BHwetnd 2 Ssreysemerts LIpUl$sre)ibant ., eunenm
2 wHUUBSTLL  FICLETETD  HeuaTdhdHolsrsreuslsensy.
@) B0 Grfwev HVHF (HEHEDST st FHbCHHD &) (HSHMGI.
oTer@eu, 2 wFUBSTL L FIDGLOETGTHB6IT  [bL 611G deDBB6T
@Us% Cserrey Lrd ewwIFi euiser seusrid CFaIdhs
Gousnr(R6Ierrd G (hd 6l meirdssTGme6ir.

Football SlpewLowimest

@)ewenehiasst &) habdlerm sthisepewLw UrCsssslsy @)hsF
FLDGLOETETLD H6UTH| L WWEHWTF FIwTHF GlFiiwm Ceusnr(HIb.

aflemarwim’iqe0 TESHN)

uew @)L migseflsd @GMluTs, weTeTTe) B6IT [Bl(HeuTHF
Qrwmhur@hser L6 [\ G EE N NG
@) (HoHHlSTMET. B)HTMMEH G WTHeNS - allL_&5e0dh e Ll LGglullsh
9% @ Urdfleveanurs  auarihBlhbEDS. LTS SHSEL
Ul L euirasT BHWweTDdens brigullhSEDTIS6T. B SesTmID

6 (HL_BISETT S

yaw Blmeurssglerenrs Csifla6Finug OFreTeme)ibam L,

BV @)bgHF FOGLETETD dbHmMUTTIONS () (HdHHISTD 6
BleweoliurT@L sremTliL@SSTngl. Csenyeu Ly oewwIFT

SeuiasGar, BmissT @& GrLiLiey 2 BIGEHEDL W
56U & NG F OQELVEFE: Gouerr(HGerds Casl_(hs
Q& merdlssrGmedr.

Qi ssrer  sLbs  srevmisefley  HliflE6ls g

rdwed gHemeouf(Hssir HTeWTLILIL L T, FeTTed FieuGsa



2447

[0S @B8mB0esT seeBDmEENET Owmo]
FEulled erBIsERmLW  ofriserred afly  wprypwelsvensy
sTeTLIENS BHTeT B)B1@ GUINUL eflfySlsTCmeir. suL_ddlev
2 MBUBSTL L GFl60 @LEHFv @) (HEHHlITD
6TMIS @hEM L_LLI LlrGs &g glsv I|bb aflewemuwim’_enL_
oard; G alld @D auensullsd, H|bIG MGTETBIGET 2 L LIL 6T6D6VT

(PSHETEMLD

uFglEemarujb HrFThish CFg S5 Couatr(H6lwerds Csl(Hdh
Q& TeTHlSTEMEIT. YTFTHIGSHSHT LTTeweuWTeTS, GUTTTE)
uTSldSIUL L. Ul WTHTEMSET UsHD  Tn(hHeOTs
B)BLILSTS BTHBIGET HIaEThSdS SrONerier gn Hmidasr
WA eTEmmib. DB

STTUILILUSHETET  UTUILILBENET T FTHISLD

oor & BwL_(pswmuilsd
°2_(HUTEHS
Gouswsrn. eflewerurT_BHdgiemwm Frihs el _wdslsd Brer
S UL b,
Guaailsvewsv. L HOWTSES Gevibienasuillein allswerwm’ B

Hpdhenas WL QD HWWLTES  DeUbHGIL

SlwDen W
QFwHLITL 1960

oard&Hallds@GEUTSI,  B)ewarEhidHer  Heummer
QoiusH@n,  seuprer
QurwpuThseflsy FHUL G HHSTL Bl HHEHI L EHeusmHELD
umiiLiL) eymu(HILD.

FF(H)LIL_TLD6V

@1 urLsreeoulled(mbg s rdUlsasiiu. CeuemT@HIb.
S RILILgT Qohg  FQFUHLTEH
wpeTRsTHEHSLLRBSTHCUTE alleweruT B efrisener Liev
9,5Ca,

UTL_FTenevs6fle0

SIWDEBENYID 6THRIHETTSY 6uaTTSH0S(HHS  (LpLgu|Lb.
aflsmarwir’ HsgHempulGe Cureng FUBSLTS 21 @GHaLIL|
W(HHSHIB®NTS SO CFIUSDBETH HYTFTBIGHLD 6T(HEH (HdEGHLD
pwnd aurGaunssd $ohHgl. g SLLTWID Clsrenr(h euliu
Goussmr(Hid.

6TRISEHML_ W @)eW6TEhidsT aflswarimi g0 oy ieuLpsirer
QUTHENTS (B (HhEHHSTDTTHET. 6THTHTVSH D  FieuCghasbdlev
9Vevgl @evmiens yrreyw Cualiu@Hlearm  ellewerwm G
ofrigerts sriuser  wrm  Ceussr(HEWweTLE  Byeuisetler
saTauTs @)héSlaTmgl. GMliliurs cricket, football, karate
Gumrsitp  allewerwrl_(HdsefGsv
Snewwirs sueTihbgl euHSlaTD @GedGe, HYIFTBISD @)D
SHTRDL_ W HUSTHmSF CFGHH Couanr(HOoeTn  BHT6edT
B FFb g L1LG5BICe Cal(hd6lsrerer allpbLdlsr@medr.

(3w h T as6ir

MEDI

sTeiTemaurLs ClUTrmISs 119G, (PeVemeVGH 6y LoTeuL L GBl6D
MSTOTD YewLILg 6TedTUL @)sueusmey sreowpd GCus
QuUIrHaTTHSSTET @) HSHSTDS. WS @)bS I eDFH
HUeTHSl6V 6T(hdhdh Ceustr(HGwerTm CHil (Hdh Gl reraslssr@medr.
PVMVSE e  Teul L GFle ewwHTOTD  YewLoliLign @i
Li6uvtl g em 6 2ards & el EleiTn
FOHUBGHSTDEUTSI, HBSDE 6THIGEHEDL I LLTNT Y HTeneld
ST BTHRIGET  SWTTTS @) (HoHSSTCMTID.  6THRIGEHEDL W

QFwmHLITL 1960 5 BIg 6T

BrienL 1 Qurpsseusnrullsy, eallswerwT HSgHIemM 6TTLISI
TAW HVGBTSH, B SwTest, CHIEHLITET FIDDWTHS SlHLp
CousssT(HD. HBSHHTET eumILIenL! BhissT DL HSSH Ceuessr(hLb.

DS, @)sTOeTTM) OEIEVEIE €
ChinasyLesr 15 @uiupssissT @rasdwiwrs &FFTSSILLI

all_wgenss

ul @perergratl Cueliu@BSlaTmg.  erTev, (&)hHluire L et
Qeiifledrm @LILBSBIGET FIDUBSWTS Ceusfluiled CuaFliLI®
Feormer. eumewpd CFWDLBSSHS InL TOBETY 6THTLILS
Qsfallliuemgs SHTTEHIm G WSTES @) HSHGTDSGI. Y DUTH
Garien harbour@ewer 99 eumLmisst China@)m@é
GSSMBEHGH CHTHSSSTH BTHISHET YN STCmmid. g
Qg rLirumest afluwib (3)soremitd LTI TEBLSTMS SN &

208Ee®xInd

2448

aurailevsmey.  YsGea,  FOTTOYLQTTOT 2 L 65TLIGHDS
@raflwuwrs @) (hEHsdh  Tnl Tl
@ bgwur yrivusHedlHE8s sTwd@ GurmerTgsTy FHlwrs
W@  pbZvploLYD  FhSF. b sumsuil,
irtiussfliGur® QFwmul B eubs @B BTLITS @HFHwT
B pasHleTng. BHCeu, Yligqurs 99 eupLID gHemer
FarrailL_ib GEEAEFAGES Q&ETOSS5I
UTITEBLSTNSS0  alleursd B Clupm  CeusiT(HCwesTm
Carflasemaseww (psitemeusd g allew QumHleT@mesr. BHeTHl.

6TLDG) WD  [BTL_TeT

QerLiumrs,

6UGWTHBLD.

@S Bewdss mODz»nemD©)

(oresryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama.
You have 11 minutes.

[e.00. 1.12]

®G G105 DosEH® Dwmo

(orevorLy L@ (HeueST LOTLIVSLD)

(The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama)
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The Hon. Wasantha Pushpa Kumara. You have 11
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran. You have 20
minutes.
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(wrevryfl@ Urdld Furbrwsi Sjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up now.

B HEEGGI% CBHSBY BwDo
(revrfl@ giewrrreT railsresr)

(The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sunil Watagala. You have 13 minutes.
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Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs)

©01 Boewdds BmOinemn®A, 2013 g 33 con
BWOE 0wed® clodudm ¢dx OO0 ded8 wOYB
v WO 988u WO B Bewlo ®i» eWmedm ©®
Bced? Bin Bowdss g@imsddv o® 8Eacd Wmoie
928w mer. & Dred® Svw WIS GBOCWI DEICHL)
I, O’ BENT m0ede 0® BERCD mdr mdie
S0 BE YOrgmwn 98 mOsIm.

@c Duew, Dodversi® w8 & ICEDHG NS
208D BBsw »ONemn@ Om oW eDEI @wId
D8sm®d WO 9. ©OF; Bewdds ONGHHOB,
DO 5D B ePen® edmHR, e i 0® edme



2461 2025 &8 17 2462

B 00 mEum0n MO NEDs. 80 vdedd HOB mdescs
efdioal. dod ¢ded wd B8dBwn Hewn. & 88w B 50O
o & ot . F Bw SennFecd o® wwr odvewss
s Bw. I 208 Hoead. dev® sFHO, ©wd
BDONEHHO eI eOMD? OB WD 8w ®8WweD
O 053, @@ W@ ©® OTesT BBD 9rime? O© BOD,,
28] ®ewesy DGO e OB BB BI0e® @ muwn
B3w. 0@oBsT BBE @0, ®15330® 0cd mDIw OO @D
D100 WO, "0B, ¢ @ M WOD O»eWI"
B ©© RO "06108 B3w® @B ©53. » OB HE)
O DO H&20® ODDS @DEr ©BIBY ALY BIH|; BB @¢
DO 53D, ¢ OB B ©© BO. "myw; @B,
@0 OHO" BOD. ¢ DB W iR W B
O 95¥en’. 00, eDm eRimEO Bwr 050eddB. §8xY
OsIBn®0 a¢ sereny oy Challenge mdy 888 ©5IFn®s
B0 BHL. OMER yOBB enddn EBIew 8510¢Tm0 stdeed
Bele 0emR® HOaFB wimOsHDE BAD. B850
sied Bwy yOatB wmd®OD I eI OB OO a¢
$0D. 88 0g®cw ONHFO WD @® BBw Hw ecsIny; §EPE
@5t OBTEN®O Bes wem BBw Bw e¢sIm. @b
B8 BICH ePwBEnde 9wncy BICHWE® & BBw
09e8; 808 WE BuFE 0vieB. 80 el Bwmb, "@d
D108 e, Cvws B Bw BHOeD¢e? Drdden Bedmd"
B yods womddds Becr oommle BOed?
&evdvedn enoOd@mw meg P B BOO.
Oned® evdEw e Cwws Ixicen 9Fced. "a8
OBE" B ©md IDOBmD »OEn ®E). ODHEmO
BBOw Bwo@bon 05 godsie? ©ned InOBmsDes
By e, @@amOe? Swes B57¢wd. mYE 9CEeD? On®iedt®
OYHO0ewn. On@ed® BHOCew I Pend wied
OmOewsl HOB Brice -Cwws B¥ce- O0yed. »EST
el BOed? "02m oCdvyen Bedmdl, ¢ul E»
B88usin" Bwes BDDr. dmd 8Oy ged OB, B,
"©8, ¥ »O® Y 628 #BEE aury mosImenmd"
Boc. ev® I BOed . O wsded ed
s8fvene OB s B 00wi8dD8w meg. &
o8 emensy  ©0ed. 30 oder om®0dED8wd
8D, 8w BOCED & Dred meg i Bec.
86857 WE VW Bumd, 8510¢€m0 stdeeld nO Sma
Bz Oo.

et @® pOw? Im HrIn O sdeld YT YE» »o
O g® w8 DsOEB e®dEDBwd ernews
3253¢8s7 890 KV BOBT OB, 88 BwmDa, OB Cuess
0#ddw 0xedsY ewisie emEr Bwevns uvmm amd &
s mg 0. § 0dnedsy Ondwd ¢8 BTy edrin
R, & oS eddwe HHBm “» deedved aqed e
OB, S 208 aed HOw.

¢15Y @08 BB OHWHE WREOD WD, Cass eddmewS
8 mOBTesy BB, @6 D1ed oy, BYSY v edE Bwéo.
e®en® BEHwd Brlg Bdew oI, e@en® BEwwd W
Y WO sy ewEdw g8 eWBsY aFdEr Oomd, ©C
Bowdss DO, den® »nOB8 a8 Cus ©Edwed
#¢0w WOTesT. @ B Onww Dydmd, Cass eeddw O
®OTesI 2N, e 48 sy eEdsd B8 emEEHBY
eBEE BBE0. Dov® mywi. Jod ¢ded & adn Buigd o
B8 BIED em®uwBED8e #nd BrE s ninwe g8
@0 »OmD Bem & wudme a8 0® edEed @
@&,

§ERY 09®sT OB 08, wd ed®ciws OVFmwOB
s0Bs BBed o0mdd oim nuw Bweesin v
c@mte 0® 1688 BusTes’? 2012 gom 22 ¢dn v
BICD P BY¢ DOBO (woenddm) smeny 66d:.
DosIBews’ HOB e® mderns God®y mIrTes’. O® vmeny
66a;. DosiBewsl Bwmd, HOC 1D, Yod@w wwIed
03B 0wl DHHCRBBOSWw enddm®O® OF YBRWOw
OBTesY B8E BED E®wde BwEr. I HOB godnw.
en® dud® g0®y WEIO view BEIw HIED e®uwded
295y O»00. w8y 0y Pwnw evd cedd 3
#BCEE 08 wOITVD cF®OL @iy, 0® DoriBewsy
Besiens? o@imnalc BuE 8 008 emosiny BesIm®.

2012 gom 22 ¢Od s SED Gownm Exic O8O
(v0o0addm) smyert 66¢;. (6)8 0®ev® Bwmdo:

"eBwesl  ecocerm owd O OB wdmdwmed »®
DHHHOIBOSw Daewsy emdd 5 »S oBO wewr owddzn
@00 #$30 WMoY Gy gdENOD, endd 3 WS O Be® HOa,
5 Ben 832 @I8musy S8s) ewldzn B®LmWE P8 Boeww
WO7 G DDy ewd Swvws it OB Bw gn «@. OB
@wWIdEn @ONGE 5 DD WMOT CADY BTG oD w&IHDO
022 g¥m® enddes S 0B HOw BdDw BIO Yeum (OB
BRI 988ed Ry S8z Bwe® »OE B G0osd WWLs
3800y 8¢ Bw gn «."

»ES OOmw Hoed BOa»y ewd Jwws sxicww, &
BosIes’ ecoms’ vy O, OB ewddsn w@OnwE On
20808 WOEm CIB BV oD 8OO 08 IO
noss ¢dsIm B5y;. 80 vdew Bean Do BeRsy Bwmdo,
& Cwws B¥ce OO Anw B ©0 Bewdess
DOBNBHROA, 0® Barsler’ Ssicen OO v
BeE o). 0® BwesTes? m0688BD3w emId o5
OB 53w o). MNB 5O »EBT Docw d»¥Do, "I
Bosim) @y, 9w Gamacwds, DDam aamdwde?" Bweo.
asisy I »O8 08 ydm wvom O vxiesy. dnewd &
B3¢ OITTVewsy smen d¥nd BB myw. SO §O
g DosIBeBsT BecEs Beadmd, & s ¢md OO &g
BEBw ¢8O0 w6 80808 wosImd dvnw BwWo.
g s Bedm .

@08 uvmen’ 66q;:. (6) 351D, HHGBBBOSwW emIde e
»O o e S ErIceBsie, i BxiceBsie wsim
58 83> ©@8mes’ 885 ewlssn w@dnwen ©8sY
Boems me gnse. & an® 5»00d8sB0dw endd 8 ®»O
on gier San E¥cweBsIe, Jwd SIceBsIe @sIm
@IVt ©0@EHUIO Domwerm @B gdEbdm,
©0@8WBIO DI ©¢mdl, BDame, CHEBE B0
RYIO Boemw WOy, OB ¢DENDm O Fw glest
Boam dr¥cwmle, Cwed BxIcwme eIy Boews WO B¢
BoB® Boan &ric DB ecwn WOWHDews, -J
BOD 057 0@ Erfew DD sOFOH BweEr g
@Bl 00D ¢ D5, O Bwo 0@ HOGHD Dt
B0ca@s e0sImy »O, D& YLHsInD 0dsim »O &
BeBw Budn Bsid o¥m A & amd »O8
2B e O OIndw O Bsicd osiesy. &
e@mwe? cwed dricen Bestn ®onw Bum Bsicd. S
& Ond vooen ged 488, §O O vFer meFENw®
BBvwm s53¢s Oy ®ORE. ov® »OB domEesy &
OeD HEeD. ODEEO IMHE vacw wE8ed 0O R
O®00, O @@ drfew ecsiery Bwcs. & amd »O8



2463

[0c BB 9B D00E @vmn]

0038w BO10E® BId oFent, wacw w8wO
OO HOBIO BTew @¢sIm YOOy gded Jwens B5ICw
Boc. I ol ogdos 0nFOwd gBdewlowd c=¥
DO 30sIe? §EJY 5T OB R0 gBewdowd =l
DO ZOOsTe? I 0@ ded sdBm BBw o). Onde B
80O D& BOD, "O8 amv@®mw Iy BORD BBed
s5n8" Ber. deon® Bwude, Hudd swm O50 CHES
88 BP0 oo Ined® oddd Bem ofcw
ol BOed? 008 ONEn® a8 . g8
o & O5IGn® »HO0 wwed BOw. O® BEySg
O5IBOcew, pRBmess esnedd. & OxFOsw »HOB
Bomnw e, Dov® 2O mIE®E 5088 DO VB ND,
e ®vy W, OvE BewWd wBIm B 9B,
O Fensy dwid B57¢wd Bwo o, M@ Bensy 88
810 053, emd, @S 60 eFamwe? §878 O3En® nO®
cOm0; BERE 0n®zsT O ER® HOO DD, g¢ HDE
D, SEEe®NDD. @l vmes’ Dismw ®om BeE
B3eds vy OO DmD, §EYE O En®s. ¢ud gBewle
0 ®J Bled. eder B FOG ¢z eIcO® 5 EEAE. @®
BBeod BBO 0D B3O

©0] Bewd®s mSGsnemn®B, 00 0®m adudd »d
535D, EMER DIOC ©ID O B® BB LB RO
WOBID. OO ged ed g8 ednd wmeg ecm »OJ
80D VLS. & DEW eDmE BIOD gogd wd) wOHHY
Besis) 00 9l eesIm.

30 O RO o fay o od8s ¢am
»oWO et end ¥3 m» EGWon WoH Sod §©d
o0t e, 1950 camed 9 Dm00mE De® IO
B0 oD, 5O» & e ¢88 Peoad a8 Bws) WSwmws
sy B Bweom »OB a8 @0 emeEI®em
anve 0 oFeny. ©d; Bewd®s HOILNGHROS, eER
O ©0wd BTy EozmNed @O HOC &wId
Ded®, ¢8O »HOJ ®wwd. NN Emronmws S0 O
BT BICD PBHD® Ded® IB-OBers’ §eE e,
O B-OBewsy YeE ¢dwidn O, OF-DBewsy Yo «wd OF
0O, OR-OBewsy Db, e BJR D, IB-OBewsy
adce 08 mOm, OB® ouddm B3ww 8 oxim, O8O
0@dDm 88wxl D18 @2 m0D), DB ewddm 83w DiswmO
DuO @Dl Dilm eI 88 OB, OB JO ®»E
D@ Dred® OHO ewig OBBE Y rewwn wiwI OO
30060 cown, § @oedsl B0 yoremwr ednmEm
eWDBWEIed ©Y BmE Oduried euedoBm Gad®DEO
O OBy, DO el Ve @w® BRO cue® -»Y
e@ewnd eddE BesIm Bedmdr D edewnd oddE 8w
02 88mED D en HOB KBm 85 VCEDO®W Sod afuny
wmooess, ©0 Bewdss DOINEDDOB. & Died®
edasEs Mo, O oW, W@ Im Hyoww, eyvd
8 80 O onsizn 08 ©mewId;, ©-@0n ¢wd
& (B0 BB s ecimed 80 guiw ¢ eSO
OB g B viB 088 NIEH »OB a8 Sod o
oner. & OEO 2D, eCIN® DD, eI PO EWIBO T
BemDr 0, 98s o8 edrznnem QvwIBwd ©dDJ
B §e® @@ Bemdr »O, Ondwd -§oy
DOOIBBBBO- g D1 D8med 9F®O® Bwdr o¥m
B 0e® @w® @), ©S Bewdds HDIBNGHHOSB.
PCHDO D0gen, @08 eELNING. 25I) Oev® HHJ

208Ee®xInd

2464

000 208 88 Sod I oo Bum O» Onvm Bwo
o5I5).

6 BewdBn HANGHHOB, @& DO 81D D®
NEDERReW DCH® 53O c@eed 19702 808 emm®xsy
OBn® Boow €08 B8O BOy mceddB. ¢ emed
B Cedmy ohewd B OnwaBOE 8w 80
O, & Bty e »OB, 1y8we®F yd, ®OWS yJ,
OB 0, ©Hedd yJ. @O B DuowaBe Gd®®
Degs On® nO8. & Bug DB & "gd" Busm ydew8
NOWMCGHmEBET HEBN OB YOOTI. Hdm & DO
©® EIY Bugyueann Bhuw nms 80080hed ¢wde Died®
® vl BOD 3510 800BGed cvded 8g o0 Bodn
R0 ewitdews’ O &88sw O WOBB. eed
Bwieesim 80 oo o8 mceddc Becr RIH®
ST, 0] Bewdds mOnemn®B? 1977 efoidecsy
sed. g5’ & ednwmeme ¢8 wds oygds QwsnwE,
8898 090 O WO, & ed@Er DEesdEwm
@m0 OO e v ewd 8yd eue eugiBiBed ¥y
ednmEHW ©Y 05 SBTO svy Becy Boo oxf
eBEIIBED dQEE MYO®O eme® &8 Hew. uyy
cugtBewsl »Oed ougIBBO YO HNOBIG
DO DEE g DO 8 Hoed emER. D® WOBRY
DHO0E OO v D85 AYen emed, §PFm yowx!
D00 € o »om & OxoeBed gdas Hew. gBned
eER CEHmO By en. S, I» YA ydes DO vy
08z, mOTed 89, euedwlEm® ed@Es ¢B®mMEODEO
©® »OY &G edasIEem® OO0 oFm. € HOB eERO
Poed. & Do e0edd, ©o; Bewdss ®OBNEHHROA.
D0 OB mede OO o 008x By ewed
gaEm yiws 00 € v WosIm & DxowsaBed gdes
Pew. I e, @ oud By ©:® ©F yoew® gmded
92 RBOOEsY O159en, BuE HDdwsiO endmBinys ey
B0 D00 o 008 98 D Bwro 8L Heoed D
BO5Im, & 8oy eO»BO ¢mD »OB edme 0O
BB, & am® eewd e Il dBwIDD WBIB)
8D Yem. AIm, 0®d¢s, POOBHEed 8BLyYsTo @B
e0DD »EIFO®. edEeE ORLEO, DrungleE
BBedysIO 8y Cedend Hood simEed Owfnd. & Sndn
20008, ediewd ecemO s A8 moxTm 8IA
Hew. nOsTed BOwd gog Og qucds 800m @bn qd8d
D085y »O O B8 98RZO OB O8I Yewo. Coess
BEBsY 918vs oy 0@ ¢dEd00me® gfned e@imn’e
Pead? OnGdE, of8c), YT, 908w,
o8B0, BweySw, WO IBNGDE OBOW ©rPedE,
POBRCES S0 Do Bwestm . VO BOOBGOD
oBwns 582 »HOB eme® B meg, vo; Bewdss
DONEDROB. OB & D108 @ader mIBsY Soess
BEBO 0vEs 8535 O Sug®n moomn. He@I®
ang DIFOEO YO Yow. @Eed aund ©mmMBEEOR
Bowdls o1 o8 s v »FFOBO wdnd B
ewldmn HO o Yaw. OO Jwsy B8 emdnd 98RB0 &¢
BBO, gun (B S5500 eDNEDST 98 me B ewdBsw
DOOE D00 090008, eDdI0sT B ewdssn HO®
OB OO B Bdows HOORH 1833 Buo.

@0 Beadts mOBNEHRO)

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sunil Watagala, you have two more minutes.



2465 2025 8 17

@G BBeg uBE DOoE Owvwmo

(oreryll@ FLLSsrent] Feflsd sul L gev)

(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)

©0; Bewlds »ONemROB, 00 »O Brnd e¢m®m
CHS Cad @¢BIB).

00 &rndsBed IE HOLOD & mIOE 98 me
2500 B n® Bw YE Bdiw S8wms, 50 Boows
BBwmyd wemE®m YE®OE ¢¢d 86 0dc 9mles’. @
gecs’ 5 BON® g8 Jw BRwWO ¢dF &g @dde WeIHO
B wemEuewns’ nO8 ewg s¥Em® OeBEH I8 meg.
BBesms Boww o8 0® Bustes’. ©wed g el
Oen®B 008 Heed. O ewed &xlc OJe S
eDewnd Ex3¢ OS TR mog SevdB. ©d Bewdss
DOINIDROB, ©F; Dols NS e®@m» B
OO ¢ EMER BBIE HWWWST NI e adBm Beo®
20, aBwid ¥r¥ew ecsIm. adm D¢o08, A e IR
2@, aBwid Er¥cw esimy »OB O eme® BBHsIO
20808 moeg, 88 oygdon OVFOwed maFm. OSn®i
Ben® HOR. Yevd YO WOY BIOTWD SO HORB ¢ §ed
oo 0B Beastes’. ©0 Bewdws mOisnemne®s, I»E
e®D Bostm vy O® Bdw owddsn HOOE
88:8mG0Yed 9OROON Bwesiny Budow eznens
YT ©0OEOE BS OE Y BHOLD »OB VWSSO,
05800, SH®as¥ (00, ©®Bwred =0, O 8800,
8538w 00, WO TITNBDRIO, {OBBEEWO yoosy Heoed
BROC ¢y Bewd Dred emER BBBD 8D HOHIB.

O Bewi®s mOnemB®B, "wwnedys" Bde ewdssn
DOw ACHID). J Dredd® ey G ® B ewldmn HO O
ACTD. &, BBPIO e¢xy Boowe? OB Boow »nOB ©8xie
G 8yBe CBesiOBsY e® ced BB OvE
Boow Bwco 8@ Bedsiesy. SDied HBO svym»es syw:.
»8wd dyE O8O n¥FOeE Shhed Bedsler’. gim
Ben® »nOB omegd BRSO HHOE Bwenr »Oed
OBOCwOEO FomEEsd use mweog. euv® n»ndB S
eE® foed. & Ondn 00edd. aFn® BDedy & ¢¢dw
DOE SO BICHG OB OB 00edB, HEOD® O ¢
DO OWB; B0 BIEHE W®OY Om 0r0edd med,
REOD OE YB ®OY OB, 48 0dmed meg atm ond
wotdmaBen, ®0] Bewdsn OB ROA.

38 “508uB00emed Y suynemy edBwim Hood
WO BBvw BewB. ¢80 cnedl Calen Bogyens
ameg 90 vmm® NEC BOHWO 08 Swywesnn
Buwid BYem. a8 wgdod e LSwvgneas @GR
BCOHB odnmes ICORTIed IE ©80wd edd
BBYH oW Bwei8es Bed)Ds. ®3 BoewdehHs
DOIBNBDROB, BHNOC 1Y€ BLYH®mD FREOE DO
e05E OO BB BYewn. (e segnens HReg
20 edmeE OO BYew. & Hed® »HOB ewed
Be@uens #ReE gud »O O ONEO BwHHeLD
D0 B8 Bedmyd, 00 Bewdss mONNBHHOA.
et I 08 ©0 0® 0o wrvedd Buerimy VWO
Byead. & BuE ®mDOEO 0985y Bw 5@ )@Y e¢svm
aBen ¢ed Bednd.

50 camed A 0o Sy ars e®s) 008 OB ey
@I EERH, gomE DHOC ©¥I, OY DHOC WY WY
edBw 8wIDEO §1¢8ads D5 wwdws, D0 Bewn e®z7,
0w 0O B evBIOD 1Y AWOSEHRS BEHBD, G4 BT

2466

DO O DHOC ©dn REDreww BEOO emed
DHO0EsBBe ocsn 35 § emed moded D8O @y
850 B8O OB @ P8 w8 AEHWIS wewdcdwd
28 @d 5. J Ded® o »HOIBE ecwn un §
eBOsIn Bdemisy wewdcdwds &8 wad vl d8s 2002
9e a8 0¢orn® emg® HO0 wwred OO Hed.
@O B omegd D0 w¥d Bewidme WEo.
ePOsID wewdcdwr 8O0 & ®CHE emE® DHOC ©wHid
Bewldmw mer. & Ben dn®0 & ©@axfews’ e
e RO Beadmdr. OB afgBon udn om0 »HOB
a8 v 200388 83mfed. od Boewdss
DONBDROB, & o g0 wngd. & Ded® oo
20eded Buewd w€nd oI dvn. e®ime, eIE®
®® OG0 BWIED = DINHIBAHO B &5 DEEDHBO
885»0x57er SO0, ©® g’ & »eFtow®O @
B0, 88 eme® ©emdl, OO Bewdes WD DROSB.
& wew E8ned Ouf Dm0 ound BOID eI BwEs a8
H1@@IO® N WMOZD. BBO e, @¢BBwd,
BB BwoosImy den. @ 6 wmdemO @B Om
©D®eE DERBID.

28 co5imds, eme® DOS w¥ed afned Boy
OBIBOC, 9ue el BB arned God »S medend
&8 Do 0BsY D, YR WD) EDBND EBEBTT Y BV
DB, DO BB B8BD Dwmewnsy dEGO eI
2ed® monded yidBewn emsimds, RBuer ¥3 9EEEo.
OB, 2o 4n Ined, 9T BuEnd Wi D8
3B EIER® OO0 BV BedmyDr. ©O; Bewdess
DONEDROB, YT EER @ BT Gred Gw®
Bearery On. ¢8 Imd dm» Ddmews Bwslesd,
woEWney D¥n, viduew D¥m, gom dded On, d Ddedd
Ofn Bues. ety & Dod »ODES »O& On Bedsies].
©® Jed wemerd & DnDE »OB Ced H»yBD ®IE
Woeeny 83ed. ded ME WS oF gBwviwe &8 HoB
wendcdued moemdewsl edmE WomD. dew edne
mOE 8O O wm OO g8 qdRben edmDo. IO
Sods odnd BedmDr. ee® DOC ®HIdD Bwosesnd,
BB e 800 0o wsimy ¥d @®0; M. IO
Os® Sed g&Sics admsB. & ¢ 8? 50edm w-D8A»
a8m08;, swr IO ©DIAD VHACE®H, HBm B
©2080e08e800wr Bwm Bwgecrn 8Osiery @u® Jue
wooenl, 06 Bewd®s DONEDHOB. Jervd® »O® DO
08w moede? SHfm & DEeDned. “HNdeBOSw »He?
5B B ReDVed. 9BMIned YOO Dmdd el A
BE@renw 00501, & Ded® OFfen HBm sTeed,
IO BOG d5y DCEDVed P gy omeR »HOS
©®ed ACLS OO WD BEEO Dedmh. Im »O8 a8
Cle eOBB® BuPHemw. EMER BHHOJeS B5YPDI,
@80  wwewdvw B qog Bog  ©8d0wesiox,
OTFOGTO, Bugeesndw o® gdddhed «€d
BBOTn 00D 9Bwine edmeE WO VHE Y,
Bvw edmenn 8dnd Burdm »E Hay BwEes0d
BB &5 dEedred gdam s WnBc o Ons
8350500, @8 0me® 00mE OO, w3 BmE.

©e® &nBE.

@0 Bewrds mOBNEHRO)

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe. You have 13
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe, you have only two minutes
more.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, we have many Hon. Members
on the Government side who are waiting to speak.
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Please, give me only five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Lasith Bhashana Gamage. You have
11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi. You
have 11 minutes.

Order, please! Before she starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara to the Chair?
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih. You have 12 minutes.

[3.39 p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih)

Hon. Speaker, thank you very much for making
available time for me to speak on a very important,
critical and a very timely Bill that aims to curb the use of
banned substances in competitive sports as per the
directives of WADA - the World Anti-Doping Agency.

At the outset, let me take a few moments to
congratulate the newly elected councillors of the
Colombo Municipal Council. We hope that they would
live up to the expectations of the citizens of this beautiful
City of Colombo, of which I, too, am a citizen. So, my
best wishes go out to all of them, to all the elected office
bearers of the Council - the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor
- and the elected members, in delivering what the citizens
of the City of Colombo expect.

Sir, doping in sports, what we are deliberating today,
is not just a matter of individual misconduct. It strikes at
the very heart of fairness, integrity and the spirit of
human excellence that sports are meant to deliver. When
athletes resort to performance-enhancing drugs, they do
not merely gain an unfair advantage, but they also
undermine years of training, dedication and ethical
standards that define true sportsmanship. However, Sir,
let us be clear on this. The responsibility does not rest on
the athlete alone, but it extends to coaches, trainers,
sponsors and sometimes, even to institutions which,
unfortunately, look the other way and which fail to
educate athletes adequately both about the risks and the
rules. Therefore, it is our duty as legislators to ensure that
the regulatory framework is not only punitive, but also
preventive, proactive and rehabilitative.

Sir, there is another equally alarming trend that
deserves our immediate consideration. That is the
growing and largely unregulated culture of gym-based
fitness among our youth, both young men and women.
Across our cities, suburbs and even the villages, we are
witnessing the rapid mushrooming of gyms. While
promoting fitness and heathy living is commendable, the
reality on the ground is far more complex and worrying.
Many of these establishments have sprung up without any
oversight, certification and qualified instructors. Sir, I
must stress the point that we are allowing our youth to
walk into these unregulated gyms and consume so-called
muscle-building formulas, supplements and sometimes,
outright anabolic steroids without any medical guidance
or knowledge of their long-term consequences. These
substances, often imported, unregulated and purchased
online, are widely marketed as harmless protein powders
or fitness boosters. But, the truth is far more sinister. Sir,
you know too well that studies have shown that the
misuse of such supplements could lead to irreversible
hormonal imbalances, liver damage, renal damage,
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infertility, early-onset diabetes, psychological disorders
and even premature death. Moreover, those substances
could interfere with the natural growth and development
of adolescents; they risk stunting of their growth, the
physical, emotional and psychological development.
Therefore, what begins as an aspiration to look fit ends
up in long-term health issues or dependency on harmful
substances. Instructors at many of these gyms, most
often, have no experience or basic knowledge of how to
train an individual. Most of them are youth just out of
school who lack knowledge and worst of all, the ethics to
advise their clients. Some even sell or recommend these
substances for a commission. That is nothing short of
exploitation and we must act against it with the full force
of the law. Therefore, Sir, while we are rightly moving to
criminalize doping in competitive sports, we must also
consider the broader public health crisis emerging in our
backyard.

I suggest that, firstly, there should be mandatory
registration and licensing of all gyms. Every gym in the
country should be licensed under a national authority.
Secondly, certification of trainers and instructors.
Trainers should have a basic knowledge of the health of
an individual and what are the substances that are
harmful for aspiring athletes and those who aspire to have
what they call a “V" shape body. They should be trained
and also be registered, probably, with the same authority
that registers gyms. Thirdly comes ban and regulation of
harmful supplements. Fourthly, awareness and education
campaigns among school children, university students
and their parents. Most of the time, it is children,
youngsters, who go to gyms. Many parents have even
come to me with fancy big tins and pictures of those
supplements on their phones and asked me, "Is it all right
to give this to my child? My child goes to a gym and the
instructor has told him to buy this". Sir, those are very
expensive, a tin of that costing more than Rs. 10,000
most of the time.

Sir, we must not wait for this issue to spiral into a
national health crisis. If we fail, we would be
condemning an entire generation for a future of chronic
illnesses, psychological trauma and broken dreams. This
is not merely a sports issue, but a matter of our national
health, of youth development and therefore, warrants our
collective moral responsibility.

Sir, speaking of moral responsibility, I feel compelled
to take a moment to acknowledge a tragedy that shakes
the conscience of humanity as a whole. As we deliberate
on protecting sports and the well-being of our youth, let
us turn our thoughts to Gaza, where the most fundamental
right, the right to life, is being brutally denied to tens of
thousands of innocent civilians, children and infants.
They are perishing under relentless attacks by the day.
Aid convoys are being stopped; whatever aid that are sent
by countries are being stopped from getting into Gaza. It
is sad to say that in this age, food and water are being
used as weapons of war. Sir, just as we speak of justice,
fair play and moral behaviour in sports, we must also
reaffirm our commitment to these values, wherever such
things may occur under whatever circumstances and
forms. We, Sri Lankans, are a people who have known
the pain of war and suffering. We must speak up for
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peace, justice and protection of the innocents, whether on
our soil or abroad. That, Sir, is true sportsmanship. To be
silent is complicity. Let this be a Parliament that upholds
human dignity and values in all its forms from the playing
fields to the battlefields, from our gyms and stadiums to
the war-torn streets of Gaza. Let our message be loud and
clear: stop the violence! We, as Sri Lankans, call upon all
parties to abide by the moral obligation of the two-State
solution as presented by the United Nations with a
sovereign Palestine existing side by side with Israel based
on the 1967 borders.

Sir, let us be proactive, let us legislate not with the
intent to punish but to protect and for the sake of peace.

There is one more thing I would like to add, Sir, as we
talk of banned substances in sports. We have to look at
the gyms that we have today. I have a knowledge of a few
of the gyms where youngsters gather. We should pay
more attention to what is happening there. Those gyms
are unregulated and are not registered with any authority.
At those gyms, youngsters gather and I am of the
knowledge that in some, narcotic substances are freely
exchanged. Nobody contests or asks them what is
happening there because people feel that it is a place
where people come to maintain their fitness and good
health. Narcotic substances are being traded in some of
those gyms. That is another reason why gyms should be
regulated, registered and supervised.

Let us inculcate in our youth the tools to grow strong,
not just in body and mind, but in discipline and most of
all, in moral values.

Thank you, Sir, for your patient hearing and this
opportunity you have granted to me.

@O0 QNGBS

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe. You have 11
minutes.
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Then, the second part of the Question is related to the
European Union's GSP Plus negotiations and I would like
to ask the following questions:

1.  What measures have been taken to ensure
transparency and stakeholder engagement,
especially with trade unions, exporters and civil
society during the two rounds of GSP Plus
negotiations? What specific labour law reforms
has the Government agreed to or what specific
labour law reforms has the Government been
asked to undertake?

2. What is the Government’s official stance on the
Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA)? Does it
intend to repeal or substantially amend it to
comply with international human rights standards?

3. What assessments have been conducted to
determine how potential changes to GSP Plus
would impact on small and medium-sized
exporters, especially in the apparel, fisheries and
agri-based sectors?

4. The recently enacted Online Safety Act has
sparked concern with regard to its potential effect
on freedom of expression, media independence
and digital rights. Will the Government consider
reviewing or amending the Act to include
safeguards? Has stakeholder consultation taken
place on this matter?

5. In the event that the GSP Plus benefits are
suspended or negotiations collapse, what is the
Government’s contingency plan to protect export
industries and employment?

Then, the third part of the Question is related to free
trade with the United Kingdom because of the fact that
the United Kingdom has entered into a Free Trade
Agreement with India. So, I am trying to protect Sri
Lanka’s interests. Therefore, I would like to ask the
following questions:

1.  Has the Government initiated or considered
launching negotiations for a bilateral trade or
market access agreement with the United
Kingdom to ensure competitiveness for Sri
Lankan exporters?

2. Why did Sri Lanka not proactively engage in trade
discussions with the UK, especially when the
India-UK FTA negotiations were publicly known
and ongoing for nearly a decade?
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[06; 68 moremmuem o] developments to date, we have a very good
relationship and very good ongoing discussions.
3. Given our longstanding ties with the United

Kingdom and our shared membership in the
Commonwealth, why has Sri Lanka not sought
"priority country" status to expedite a Trade
Agreement with the UK?

4.  As Sri Lanka emerges from economic bankruptcy,
is the Government exploring the possibility of
securing a special protective trade arrangement
with the UK?

5. Does Sri Lanka have a data-driven strategy to
assess and respond to the potential market erosion
caused by the India-UK FTA? How will
intelligence be used to protect and promote our
exports to the UK market?

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma - Deputy Minister

of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, the Hon.
Member has asked not just a Question, but a list of
questions; there are 16 of them. They were received a
little late. - [Interruption] Yes, sure. But, an Answer has
been prepared. There are three major sections to this
Question. The first part relates to US tariffs, the second
part, to the GSP and the third part, to the ongoing trade
discussions with the UK.

Hon. Member, with regard to the US tariff
discussions, many areas have already been discussed. The
Answer to the first part of the Question is as follows:

1. Discussions are ongoing and are yet to be
finalized.

2. The same position applies to taking concrete steps.
There are alternatives that have been identified,
but a finality is yet to be reached because
discussions are ongoing.

3. With regard to an updated export strategy, we are
looking at new markets and new products,
obviously focusing on expansion through
diversification et cetera. So, multiple factors have
been considered, but a finality, as I mentioned
earlier, is yet to be reached. It is a mutual benefit
arrangement. Discussions are ongoing with very
positive engagement from both sides.

4.  Then, relating to whether it is reciprocity that we
are adopting to safeguard producers from
asymmetrical and unfair trade, as I said, the
expectation of both parties is for mutual benefit.
Therefore, we believe that we would be able to
have a good outcome. But, it is very important to
mention that this is not a process targeting only Sri
Lanka, but it depends on the overall global
structure. So, Sri Lanka may not be the targeted
country in this scenario. Considering the

5. In terms of trade disruptions, obviously, trade
disruptions sometimes bring about opportunities
as well. During these negotiations and discussions,
we have identified opportunities that Sri Lanka
could explore further.

So, it is a good outcome that we have in some of
the areas. Obviously, there are also challenges,
given the current economic calamity and the
situation that the country is going through. But,
we are expecting a good outcome, as I mentioned
earlier.

6.  Actually, we explored other regional alliances. It
is a continuous engagement. We will continuously
be exploring the facilities and opportunities that
are out there.

The second part of the Question mainly relates to
European Union's GSP Plus negotiations. The Answer to
those five questions is in a concise or summarized form.
It is an ongoing process. The partners of the European
Union had been here and we had engaged in preliminary
discussions with them. There has been progress on those
fronts. Our view is to engage multiple stakeholders, get
their views and ideas also when responding to these
engagements and the issues that have been identified,
focusing on improvements. Particularly, with regard to
the issues that you have mentioned relating to the Online
Safety Act and various other provisions you have
identified, we are exploring alternative approaches to
provide solutions.

Hon. Member, we are expecting some changes in their
regulations and the approach of providing solutions as
well. Some initial indications have been made. So, we are
expecting more details in order to provide a more
constructive response to this matter.

Then the third part of the Question relates to free trade
agreements with the United Kingdom. Once again, the
discussions are ongoing; in relation to that, several
discussions have already taken place. Hon. Deputy
Chairperson of Committees, the Answers are as follows:

1. The Government of Sri Lanka has consistently
expressed its interest in establishing trade
agreements or market access arrangements with
the UK, recognizing the importance of
maintaining and enhancing the competitiveness of
Sri  Lankan exporters in the UK market,
particularly following the UK’s departure from the
European Union.

Sri Lanka has conveyed its interest through
multiple channels, including official channels. At
every opportunity, the Government has
emphasized the potential mutual benefits of such
arrangements, especially for key export sectors
such as apparel, tea, and rubber-based products.

2. As stated in Answer to 1 above, Sri Lanka has, in
fact, been proactive in engaging with the United
Kingdom to express its interest in market access
engagements, discussions and arrangements.
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Those efforts have included consistent outreach
through various engagements through official
means.

3. Sri Lanka deeply values its historical and
contemporary relationship with the United
Kingdom as well as its active participation within
the Commonwealth framework. While the concept
of “priority country” status is indeed an important
consideration, trade negotiations and agreements
are multifaceted on deepening mutual readiness,
alignment of trade interests and appropriateness in
terms of timing. Sri Lanka continues to engage
constructively with the UK, emphasizing our
shared history and common values and remains
committed to advancing these discussions through
appropriate diplomatic and trade channels.

4. Government continues to explore and identify all
possible mechanisms and avenues to engage in
dialogues continuously.

5. The Government of Sri Lanka is closely
monitoring the India-United Kingdom Free Trade
Agreement and its contents.

We observe that the detailed provisions of the
Agreement such as tariff reduction schedules, rules of
origin, quota allocations and service commitments have
not yet been made public to the extent for us to make
certain decisions and to make further engagements.
Therefore, we will arrange a comprehensive Impact
Analysis, focusing on its impact on our major sectors. If
there is any overlapping export interests into the market,
we will look into those and continue to explore synergies.
Hon. Member, I am sure there will be additional
opportunities coming up as well, given that Sri Lanka is
located next to India. Therefore, we will continue to
explore those opportunities and synergies for us to co-
operate and collaborate for mutual benefit. We do not
anticipate any immediate challenges or threats emerging
from that Agreement. However, as I mentioned, we will
continue to monitor, analyse the details and prepare a
detailed response from the Government side in order to
facilitate our exporters and industries to continue to have
access to those markets, thereby enabling our industries to
Srow.

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, this is
particularly important for the production economy that we
have mentioned. The Government will continue to focus
on supporting and facilitating those industries in these
areas.

Thank you
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Hon. Minister, my concern is, from the globalized
world, we seem to be moving towards a "big club" world,
in the sense that big countries seems to have a liking to
work together. The earlier globalized world is now
splitting based on regional trade. Sri Lanka having an
export market of US Dollars 3.2 billion to the USA, your
answer is that it is still premature. [ will not try to get an
answer from you on something which is premature at the
moment. However, with the China, Japan and Korea
Agreements with the US being sealed and the problem
that existed with Mexico and Canada also seeming to fall
into place, would we, as small countries, get suffocated in
the process with the universal tax coming in? And with
the disparity between these agreed countries and us
becoming less, countries like ours with cheap labour
might have a problem to compete with these big players.
Hon. Deputy Minister, you are leading the negotiation.
So, I thought it would be preemptive to point this out
now because we need to be ready.

oG wSven yBudend® Owm

(omessTLyifl @ amiragewnt @MwriGLmLw)

(The Hon. Harshana Suriyapperuma)

Thank you very much for highlighting that fact in
your clarification. Yes, evolving global dynamics focus
on and push countries like Sri Lanka to look for new
solutions and innovative approaches to some of the
challenges. The challenges are not only trade-related, but
also due to other ongoing tensions in various regions.
Some of our traditional markets may be restricted, we
may have restricted access and cost escalations in
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supporting those routes et cetera. Hon. Member,
therefore, our approach is to continue to explore the
possibilities and to work with those governments,
irrespective of whether they are big countries with large-
scale trade activities or small countries with small-scale
trade activities. We explore how we could, collectively,
go for better solutions. In that, our ongoing discussions
with the USA is a classic example. Despite the difference
in size of the country, we have had a very good and
cordial discussions and exchange of information.
Therefore, as of now, we are moving in the right direction
and our approach is similar to what we have been doing
up to now. That is, to continue to engage with other
partners and try to secure the best benefits for Sri Lankan
exporters, ensuring that when market access to one region
is challenged either temporarily or for a prolonged period
due to evolving situations, we would open up
opportunities in other regions. So, that is our approach
because we would not be able to prevent those global
events from happening. Therefore, our response would be
preparedness to face those situations and to support our
industries.

Thank you.

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWD0
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You can rest assured that opening new markets would
take some amount of time. The USA has a far greater sale
value, that you would not be able to replace it with that of
even India or any other SAARC country in this region
because the prices are completely different. The question
that exist is this. Obviously, the producers will have to
operate within thinner margins. Thinner margins mean
that the issues created owing to domestic problems would
make an impact on the competitiveness of Sri Lanka vis-
a-vis our peers. This is the reason why I was talking about
the high taxes, the high cost of labour and electricity.
With that being the case, I was happy to listen to the
Commissioner General of Inland Revenue saying the day
before yesterday that the VAT should be digitalized,
which is happening now, and the SVAT would be
abolished. That is an area where you need to once again
take full responsibility to ensure that it moves in a
seamless manner. Otherwise these exporters who operate
on a thin margin and who have a cash flow problem,
would face a major issue. Why we are pointing this out is
because, being involved in the process, we see the pitfalls.
So, before we move on to that, ensure that we have a
seamless solution to these problems that come up. Our
exporters are worried because new orders have stopped
coming in. The three-month period, for which the new
tariff was suspended, helped us export what was there, but
new orders have not come in for Spring delivery. So, on
that score, moving into new markets is an impossibility; it
would take two, three or four years. So, focus on the
existing market, where we have almost 1.5 million people
working, directly and indirectly. That is the reason why I
asked about the situation with regard to the USA, the UK
and the European Union.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I will take
this on as the last question seeking clarification. As I said
before, we know that our competitiveness was hampered
over a long period of time, not because of lack of
creativity among our entrepreneurs and businesses, but
because they were not competitive enough to go into
international markets with our energy costs being so high
and our infrastructure supporting in terms of finance cost
was so high. Therefore, they could not compete with
some of the countries in other regions, which were much
more competitive. That is why the present Government,
in its Manifesto, very clearly mentioned that over a
period of time, we would reduce the energy prices by
nearly 30 per cent, allowing our exporters to compete
freely and effectively in the global as well as the regional
markets. So, our approach is to reduce energy prices.

Then, our digitization process - once again you
mentioned the SVAT, Hon. Member - is to ensure that we
have a seamless process. That is why several activities
are lined up back-to-back to support those sectors. The
Government has taken decisions and laid out a plan in
place to ensure that those sectors are supported as and
when necessary amidst these global challenges.

Madam, I will limit answering questions up to that
point. Thank You.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.51 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 18th June, 2025.
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