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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1)  the number of Dedicated Economic Centres
that have been established in Sri Lanka;

(i) their locations;

(iii)  the purpose of establishing such Dedicated
Economic Centres; and

(iv) the measures that would be adopted to
regularize the business and administrative
matters of such Centres?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that a permanent
building has not been provided for the post
office located in the Palukamam area of the
Porathivupattu ~ Divisional ~ Secretary's
Division in the Batticaloa District and is
being operated in a temporary building;

(i) if so, whether steps will be taken to
construct a permanent building for the
above post office; and

(iii) the time frame within which it will be
constructed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -
(1) names of major ports in Sri Lanka;

(i) income and expenditure of each of such
ports in each year from 2015 up until now,
separately; and

(iii) measures that have been taken to develop
the said ports?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY
Revenue & Expnditure Details from 2015 to 2024
| (Rs- roillisn)
Colombo Port
2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
Revenue 99,444,162,023 | 89,227,154,761 | 94,897,251,982 | $8,714,676,731 | 50,230,841,167 | 51,742,943,578 | 49,605,849,133 | 41,325,031,659 | 39,912,936,022 | 3%;214,151,236
Expenditure (Before tax) 56,845,886,834 | 50,680,148,484 | 39,584,125,611 | 33,231,622,628 | 30,618,386,281 | 36,791,162,849 | 41,841,271 416 | 27,188,535,966 | 28,666,072,702 | 32,542,991,059
Trincomalee Port
2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 —I
Revenie 2929789423 | 2.490,966,264 | 2,706,837,023 935,829,347 | 1,050,784,318 | 1,253,626,154 | 1,053,578,020 | 1,119,603 203 886,119,904 530,418,647
{Expenditure (Belore tax) 1,567,125,164 | 1,348,314,577 | 1,143,664,273 945,813,207 834,607,853 855,621,693 820,160,690 | 764,241,513 734,189,421 749,972,047
Galle Port
2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 J 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
[Revenue 907,557,007 | 1,512,326,244 | 1,469,787,796 | 955,926,768 | 1,375,570,566 | 1,639,375,390 | 1623444,888 | 1387,826,348 | 1,239,108.450 | 915,449,233
|Expenditure (Before tax) 958,692,148 842,741,088 | 1,320,296,731 827,665,948 877,063,490 833,795,114 |  925333,562 | 759,685,534 742,313,803 752,960,619
Hambanthota Port
f 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
Revenue ‘ 1,776,347,044 | 2,042,021,560 | 2,145,084,709
Expenditure (Before tax) 3,674,209,322 | 12,901,884,122 | 20,927,735,973
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the number of members of the Board of
Directors of the said company; and

the name, address, and educational
qualifications of each of those Board
members, the positions they have held so
far, the institutions in which they had held
those previous positions and the positions
they currently hold in other institutions,
separately?
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(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship
Development:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of State-owned
companies in Sri Lanka;

sugar

(i) the names of the factories referred to above;
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(iv)

™)

the quantity of sugar imported to Sri Lanka
from the year 2022 up to now and the
amount of money spent on the imports each
year, separately;

quantities of unsold sugar and ethanol found
accumulated in the State-owned sugar
factories, separately; and

measures that will be taken to increase the
sugar production in Sri Lanka?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(@)

(b)

©

Will she inform this House -

@

(i)

(iif)
@iv)
V)

(vi)

whether the Anti-Corruption Committee
Office established in 2015 was established
under the Office of the then Prime
Minister;

whether the Cabinet Memorandum and the
Cabinet decision regarding the
establishment of the aforesaid Committee
will be presented;

the number of members who were at the
aforesaid Committee;

the names and addresses of those members,
separately;

the number of complaints that had been
received by the Anti-Corruption Committee
Office by the time of its closure; and

the number of cases that had been filed in
courts of law?

Will she also inform this House -

@

(i)

the name and address of the person who
served as the Director General of the
aforesaid Anti-Corruption Committee; and

whether she is aware that he had driven a
vehicle without permission, causing an
accident?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that a programme
called ‘Mahaweli Punaruda
Sathiya’ (Mahaweli Re-awakening Week)
was implemented recently;

(ii) the objective of the aforesaid programme;

(iii)  the total amount of money spent on the
programme; and

(iv)  the measures that were implemented under
the aforesaid programme to empower the
Mahaweli farmers?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that certain individuals
holding dual citizenship are serving as
Ambassadors and High Commissioners
representing Sri Lanka;

(i)  if so, the names of such Ambassadors and
High Commissioners, their dates of
appointment and other relevant details,
separately;

(iii) whether he is aware that appointing of
individuals with dual citizenship to high-
level diplomatic positions could give rise to
potential conflicts of interest; and

(iv) if so, the measures that are intended to be
taken to prevent/address such conflicts of
interest?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of
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It is completely wrong. I am very surprised and shocked!
This Answer misleads Parliament. Hon. Deputy Minister,
you can take some more time and answer this Question
once again.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe)

I checked on the facts that the Hon. Member
mentioned, Hon. Speaker, and got to know that after the
preparation of this particular Answer, there had been an
appointment made, as he mentioned, to Dubai. That
particular person is a citizen of Australia and since she
had been appointed to Dubai, there is no conflict of
interest as such in engagements.
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

So, why did you not say that in the first instance? My
second question is this. Now, you admit that at the time
you gave the Answer, not at the time that I submitted this
Question, that you knew very well that there had been
one person with dual citizenship appointed and then, you
were able to get out of my other question under a (iv) by
saying, "It does not arise." It is completely wrong! So,
now, you have to explain to this House that if this
particular person is a duel citizen, how she would get
over this issue of conflict of interest?
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe)

I need to reiterate that at the time when they prepared
the Answer and I received the printed Answer, that
appointment had not been made. However, I checked
with the office and put a separate note on the question
whether there are any such appointments and I already
mentioned that.
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Sir, I will not ask any more questions. &=, ©d;

BDONEHROB, OO WO O YE»HWW BILY GOE0D
e@¢sim. At the time I submitted this Question, the person’s
nomination was there; at the time you prepared the
Answer, it was there and I still go on the footing that
when I put this Question, that person had already been
cleared by the Committee on High Posts and given the
appointment. Therefore, I reiterate that the Answer given
by this particular Deputy Minister on behalf of the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, is false.

Thank you.
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asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(M

(if)
(iii)

(iv)

number of prisons existing in Sri Lanka at
present;

names of those prisons;

number of prisoners detained in each of
those prisons at present, separately; and

steps that will be taken to reduce congestion
prevailing in those prisons?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Health and Mass Media for report.
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"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and Community
Empowerment for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Health and Mass Media for report.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar.
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(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar - Minister of

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.

Order, please!, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara
do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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In addition to the financial allocations made
directly to the Ministry of Women and Child
Affairs, a number of other Ministries and
institutions, mainly the Ministries of Fisheries,
Agriculture and Industries - also allocate funds for
the empowerment of women. The Ministry of
Women and Child Affairs has observed that
women’s empowerment programmes are also
being implemented on the ground through material
and financial assistances provided by local and
international non-governmental —organizations.
Therefore, from 2026, the Ministry of Women and
Child Affairs, as the central institution formulating
programmes, would ensure that funds provided to
all these Ministries and institutions as well as by
non-governmental organizations which intervene
locally and internationally for economic
empowerment of women would benefit women
identified on a priority basis under a formal
system, and we will intervene in the formulation of
relevant policies. Women Development Officers
and Advisory Assistants attached to each
divisional secretariat and affiliated to Sri Lanka
Women’s Bureau are deployed to direct and
monitor these projects.

Regarding social security, a focus area of the
national policy framework is the introduction of a
pension system for all citizens. It means that the
proposed comprehensive pension policy would
encourage all citizens including farmers and
fishermen working in the informal sector to join
the pension system. It is also proposed to use
pension as an insurance system in the event of an
emergency disaster. Furthermore, the
empowerment of women-headed households
would be given priority through the "Praja
Shakthi" Programme, which has initiated
livelihood and income-generating projects to
empower poor families. Empowering women does
not only mean empowering them economically,
but such equitable measures would especially
benefit female-headed households and women
affected by violence.

Then, vocational training and skills development.
The courses conducted by government affiliated
institutions such as the TVEC, the VTA, the
German Tech, the Hotel School and a number of
private sector institutions for vocational training
and skills development of children who are not
eligible for higher education, children who are to
be socialized from detention centres as well as
unemployed youth and adults are being further
expanded to meet the local and foreign job
demand. Many branches of those institutions are
also concentrated in the Northern Province in
order to alleviate economic hardships faced by
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high-potential groups in the region. The
Government has paid special attention to them and
taken a number of measures such as exempting
children from relevant course fees, providing them
discounts, introducing concessional loan schemes
and reimbursing course fees through grants from
development partners.

7. Lastly, as the Minister of Women and Child
Affairs, 1 highly appreciate your proposal. I will
give priority to the provision of two-wheelers to
marginalized women in the Northern Province,
loans to female entrepreneurs and planning
projects which provide part-time employment
opportunities especially for women engaged in
higher education and those engaged in unpaid care
work. I will also make necessary interventions in
State policy planning and preparation of the future
Budget Proposals.
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(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.16 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 17th June, 2025.



1.4,

©®® Da8med gDy §cenw wewo BORw BOICE mE Y MsT ¢y 38 OIEsT &3 BOvn eons BO16E »E @B
300w O8 B18ED Cmen @m0, BOun (8 0cwBwn 0509 ®0 ¥ 153l t3:8m0m 00D eI 0 ODwW YR®.

Golly

o _mtdleri @misll uglliilp QFinuelmoyh Meny SHssbiIHmars swg Llrgdlulls Csafllairss GNlss 9sameart Loy
FmsasiuLrs Srd) slew_ss @) eurrhiseher anearFrl ugiurdfume @ eIl CoussT(HIb.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



576308 Do8mo
eme® 5, evFedsienid), Hoieus 810, gom 163 ¢65 doimesd 883
Ssed yOaitAB e¢slnedsIined 883 d¥ed ymns bt nensy
8e & on v».

e®® W5Ie0d D8O www.parliament.lk @08 g&8ewsy
OB D).

aneirFrL g Mlsenasullsst Lrdlsener
@)ev. 163, slpevriuenst afg), QUTLVBansTelsTL, G&TIby S5E) ewbgisTar
ST FTBIS HH6UD FleWEMTEHETSHD T HTFTHIS CleuafluTHs6T (e 6Ua S5 6D
uewTid CFISFI GlLhHm&6lSTeTaTeVTLD.

@bs ansrarl gBlsemsenw www.parliament.lk stenib @)ewewrwidgend el hHgI
uglaiimdaid GlFiiw Lpigufb.

Hansard Reports can be purchased from the Government Publications Bureau
at the Department of Government Information,
No. 163, Kirulapone Avenue, Polhengoda, Colombo 5.

This Hansard Report can be downloaded from
www.parliament.lk

& Comn Gl Geen @¢dned®Ined Geams mIm C2.



