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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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SRI LANKA ELECTRICITY (AMENDMENT) BILL: PETITIONS TO
THE SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Reports be printed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar - Minister of
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(oreryfl@ rall SmesTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake

Hon. Speaker, yesterday, there was a Question for
Oral Answers that I had asked from the Hon. Minister of
Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education
and eight or nine Annexes relating to the Answer were
tabled. I tried to extract copies of the Annexes from
Hansard because today also I have to ask a Question from
the Hon. Prime Minister, but it is not available. Further, I
looked into the Hansards published and the last Hansard
published was of the 09" of May, 2025.

So, there is obviously a time lag between what
happens in Parliament and the relevant Hansard comes
out. Can we not use artificial intelligence? I know there is
pressure on the staff, but we cannot be deprived of this
information because if we are to ask a Question from the
Hon. Prime Minister, we must be equipped with the
relevant information.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)
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(The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan)

Hon. Speaker, I present a petition from
Mr. T. Shanmugalingam of Warnamedu, Tampalakamam.
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(The Hon. Thanura Dissanayake)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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Hon. Speaker, I wish to ask the following Question
from the Hon. Prime Minister:

1. Is it correct that over 2,100 medical doctors and
2,500 nurses have left Sri Lanka during the past
two years seeking employment abroad?

2. If so,

(a) The number of doctors including specialists
who have migrated during this period and
the main destinations of their migration?

(b) The impact of this brain drain on the public
healthcare system including services at
major hospitals and rural areas?

(c) The measures taken or proposed by the
Government to address this situation and to
retain medical professionals?

(d) Is the Government paying salaries
realistically to these professionals?
(e) Why has the Government stopped

recruiting students through the Z-score of
the UGC to the KDU?

And, I was informed yesterday that the parents of the
applicants have met the President and have also gone to
court.

3. Most doctors pass out through free education in
our country. Has the Government considered
seeking compensation or other arrangements from
countries benefiting from the exodus of Sri
Lanka's trained doctors, as suggested in some
international forum?

I saw that the Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa had
mentioned in Switzerland that we must get compensation
from countries which benefit from the migration of our
doctors for the monies that had been spent to train them
by countries like us. I am sure the Hon. Prime Minister
would be able to entail some information on that matter
as well.

Thank you.
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asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

@

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

the number of training centres that are run
by the National Youth Services Council in
Sri Lanka;

the number of training centres situated in
Matara District;

the number of training centres situated
within the Akuressa Divisional Secretary's
Division;

the number of training centres situated
within the Athuraliya Divisional Secretary's
Division;

whether he has been informed of a centre
with a building of which the construction
has been halted halfway, out of the centres
mentioned above;

the reasons for halting the construction of
the building concerned halfway; and

the plans in place to renovate that building
and use it for the benefit of the youth
community?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Women and Child Affairs:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) the number of early childhood development
centres (preschools) currently registered in
Sri Lanka;

(if) the minimum educational qualification that
must be possessed by the preschool
wardens serving in those pre-schools;

(i)  the number of preschool wardens currently
serving who have fulfilled the above
minimum educational qualification; and

(iv) whether a single syllabus or any other such
guiding mechanism has been introduced for
every preschool?

(b)  Will she also inform this House -

(i) whether she admits that preschool
education is the most crucial and important
sector from among preschool, primary,
secondary, tertiary, university and other
educational sectors; and

(i)  if so, whether steps will be taken to bring
preschool education directly under the
Ministry of Education and develop it more
effectively?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Namal Sudarshana - Deputy Minister of
Women and Child Affairs)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) whether she accepts that education reforms
should be conducted in keeping with the
current trends prevailing in the world,
where science and technology changes
rapidly;

(i)  the frequency of years at which education
reforms should be conducted according to
the accepted criteria;

(iii)  the courses of action taken to introduce new
education reforms to Sri Lanka; and

(iv) the courses of action adopted for
implementing those reforms?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 6 and 7, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe. You have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, I will give you 15
seconds after the Hon. Minister has fnished his speech. -
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, please listen to
the Hon. Minster. Do not disturb him.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I will give you time once the Hon.
Minister finishes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.



1905 2025 &8 04 1906

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, if you would allow me, I would
like to table this document. This is a deed -
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(orevwsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTST Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, you may table it, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, may I explain this, please?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Please take not more than 15 seconds. Your time stats
now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, this is irrelevant to the Debate on hand.
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(oresryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Chamara Sampath
Dasanayake. You have 11 minutes. Your time starts now.
[Interruption].
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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®S Bewdsns D51

(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, would you settle
down, please? Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, you
may start your speech now.
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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®S Bewdsns OD151EmR )

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please sit down! Hon. Chamara
Sampath, you may start now.
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, I will give you time once the Hon.
Member finishes. Please, take your seat.

O Do®C 8@ ¢esrrw O
(oreTyLfl@ Froy FIDLS SFBTWES)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
D ®YS »3 BDD »HO® HOB B Y.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, what is your point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, you may
continue. AAPed @DEIO HvIB YO OSI.
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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[y sBlrraens s L_swerLiLilg yEmmLILIL Bearond).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, would you allow the Hon. Member to
speak?
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath, you have exhausted your
time. Would you please wind up?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, you have
exhausted your allotted additional time.
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Would you please wind up?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I now call upon the Hon. Aravinda Senarath. You
have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe, you may have one
minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe, your concern
has been conveyed. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Aravinda Senarath, you may speak now. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Members, would you all please settle
down? - [Interruption.] Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe,
the next speaker is ready for his speech. Please let him
speak.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, shall we get on with the Proceedings?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, please take your seats! -
[Interruption.] Shall we listen to the Hon. Aravinda
Senarath? - [Interruption.}

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, would you please
take your seat? - [Interruption.] Hon. Wasantha
Samarasinghe, would you please sit down?

I call upon the next speaker, the Hon. Aravinda
Senarath. Hon. Member, you have 12 minutes and your
time starts now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, would you please keep quiet?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Marikkar, you have only two more minutes.
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Okay, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Marikkar, you have exhausted your time. Would

you please conclude now?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch.

Aedd® SO ommcd 0B ¢ HQO» Y, &.eo.
1.000 Bowlehs 0w eswresHnBused [oc ed@E Soeewo
Buz/8u] eseresBOewsy 230m 80505 G&.

ey, ywiey i 1.00 weflsusnr @ewr plmssim 5
ot B)s  C)BmL_mBDLy. Gapsseflar LITHls salFreri  gyeuiser
[wrsvryflg (Bmws]) Capwrad afyCssr] sewavenio suslssridssir.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I rise to a
point of Order.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Madam, I actually asked the Office of the Leader of
the Opposition to allocate me a certain amount of time.
They have, today, allocated me less than half the time I
had asked for. So, there is no point in my making a
speech because I actually cannot condense my speech to
less than half the time I had asked for.

Since the Hon. Minister of Justice and National
Integration is here, if he would give me just two minutes,
I just wish to raise an urgent matter. There are mass
graves that have been discovered in the cemetery in
Chemmani. Once before also I raised this issue and your
Ministry has been -
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I just want a minute to raise this. Madam, let the
Opposition take the time allotted to me because at the
very least, if they cannot -

® Bewdss 0% eswinBnSae

( wrewyllE Gusseier rds sailsrent jauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
RIS EW 0eeD) WS WOBIB).

®S 8.8. 02:5350E® ®wmn

(oressryfl@ of.e8. GluTeiTedTidLISVLD)
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I only get one speech per Sitting week. If I am not
given enough time to speak, they must at least tell us in
advance that they cannot allot time so that we could make
changes to our speeches. It is ridiculous to be treated like
this! I have been a Member of Parliament for over ten
years and I have never been treated like this.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Minister, in those graves, there had been more
than three skeletons found. So, it qualifies, under
international jurisdiction, as a mass grave. But, there is no
security put in place there; there is no protection at all.
When court officials go there, they do whatever they have
to and after that, it is open to all the elements. Also there
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is no funding. At the moment, the amount of money that
has been allocated to the Judicial Medical Officer to make
his findings is not going to last more than 20 days. So, if
there is not enough funding, they are going to stop
proceeding. So, I ask you to, at least, declare it a potential
mass grave site and if you want, we can also help you in
getting some funding from outside in order to do it
properly. It must be done because - I say it with a lot of
responsibility - you must be fully aware that, in 1996, that
area was declared a mass grave site because the accused
in the Krishanti Kumaraswamy murder case said that
there were over 600 people buried in that area. So, I think
it is extremely important with regard to finding the truth.
Therefore, 1 ask you to intervene in this matter, firstly,
fundwise, to make allocations and secondly, to declare it a
mass grave site so that we can raise funds, maybe, with
the international community or with any other institution
that could help with funding. Also, that site must be
protected to ensure that there is no tampering with the
evidence.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Thank you, Hon. Ponnambalam. Yes, your matter is
well noted and definitely, I will take action. I will get the
matter investigated immediately. I know that the Ministry
has allocated some funds for that. If it is not sufficient, we
will see what we can do. I can understand the importance
of what you say and I will act accordingly. Hopefully, I
will be able to give you a better feedback in a few days.

Thank you.
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Hon. Presiding Member, we are debating certain
Regulations brought under the Anti-Corruption Act. |
wish to state a few points with regard to my interpretation
of what anti-corruption ought to be.

Sir, when a government acts in a way that its actions
are so gross in nature and result in approving projects or
various activities which are ultimately unsustainable to
the point that it becomes impossible for the government
of the day to service that particular effort and the country,
that is, this country, to, in some way, lose its grip on that
particular project, it is not only corruption to the hilt, but
various other criminal elements must also be attached to
it. Sir, Sri Lanka’s past had been inundated by various
governments at various times acting in such a way and in
fact, the accusations of parties in Opposition at that time,
including the present NPP Government’s chief partner,
the JVP, as and when those governments acted in that
way, had been that the governments of the day had been
bought over by various forces. Whenever the JVP sat in
Opposition in the past, it had been probably the most
vociferous of parties, accusing whichever government
that was in power at various times with regard to not just
of corruption, but also of being blatantly sold out to
foreign powers’ interests. That is a very serious allegation
to make. Today, such a party, the JVP, is the primary
partner of the NPP Government. The question is, what
actions has this Government taken with regard to those
several projects that the JVP, at that time, blatantly
accused the government of the day of having sold out to
foreign powers? Now, the first and foremost project that
comes to mind is the Hambantota Harbour Project. The

question is not with regard to the country, but with regard
to the Government of the day deciding to go ahead with a
project that, even at that time, was warned to be
unsustainable. So, you go ahead with such a project,
which created such a calamitous opinion in the country
and was bulldozed through simply because the party that
was in power at that time had won the war and they, in
some way, felt that they could get away with blue murder
and bulldozing that project through.

So, they bulldozed the project through, so much so
that when that Government fell and another Government
came into power, that Government was forced, because
they could not service the debt, to handover the
Hambantota Harbour over to the country which had, in
fact, given funding for it. So, my question, Sir, is this.
There had been blatant disregard to that project's
sustainability and commercial viability and they
bulldozed it through to such an extent that, ultimately, the
country had to give it over for 99 years to the country it
was funded by. Is that not the highest form of corruption?
Is that not criminal, all-around? Should that not be
investigated?

This is not just a one-off incident. That same
Government came to power in 2020. The actions of that
Government with regard to handling of the economy and
the taxation system, ultimately, resulted in the complete
crash of the country's economy, from which we are
reeling even today, and cannot simply be brushed away
as negligence or as actions of some fool in power. The
question is, what have we done? Have we taken any steps
to seriously hold such actions into account? It was all
done by the same dispensation, the same party and its
successors. So, Sir, those are matters that, in my opinion,
this Government must, because this Government was the
chief accuser of those actions, look into. And, not to do
so means that you also did it, at that time, just to accuse
the Government concerned, but after that, you simply
think that that can just be wished away and be carried on
with it. Maybe, in that case, your Government will also
have to face the accusation that you have also been
bought over. The way in which you argued at that time
was so vociferous that you cannot run away from the
responsibility of checking these things.

Sir, I think I am well informed and this side of the
House normally asks for various agreements with various
countries to be made public. My understanding is that
those actual agreements are not public documents, but if
the Government wants to, in consultation with the
country concerned, it could release the agreements. That
might be the best practice. But, if you take the
Hambantota Harbour Project, it is a case where we have
fallen face forward to the point that we were forced to
give that asset away for 99 years! Surely, under those
circumstances, is it not the public duty of the Government
concerned to release that agreement to find out the terms
of it and to see whether its unsustainability is so stark?
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Despite its unsustainability being so stark, to go ahead
with it means that there was something far more sinister.
So, if there is any agreement, that must be released and
made public. It is an agreement on which the Government
has acted in such a gross and criminally negligent way
that the agreement must be made public so that we could
have a closer look at and get to the bottom of the motives
to agree to such a project.

So, Sir, I think those are the things that a country like
Sri Lanka, an island situated in a strategic position and
over which geopolitical contestations are taking place
globally, must look into. I think if any responsible
government wants to set a precedent to show that Sri
Lanka would not be held to ransom or be used by foreign
powers, whichever power it may be, these are the sort of
agreements on which the Government must take steps. If
this Government is true to its word in accusing previous
governments of having foreign involvements, of being
pressured by foreign governments or of being bought over
by foreign governments, then, it is this Government that
must take those actions.

Thank you, Sir.
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"It is a form of dishonesty or criminal activity undertaken by a
person or organization to acquire illicit benefits."
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"Forms of corruption include bribery, extortion, cronyism,
nepotism, parochialism, patronage, influence peddling, graft and
embezzlement."
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"In the public sector, politicians distort the order of public
spending, ...."
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. disregarding economic principles applied to prioritise
projects and allocate budgets for activities that lead to larger bribes
or commissions."
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"Corrupt politicians support large infrastructure developments
such as roads, power plants and harbours because of opportunities
for larger commissions or personal political gains."
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"The Lotus Tower, the Magam Ruhunupura International
Convention Centre, the Mattala Rajapaksa International Airport, the
Hambantota International Port, the Mahinda Rajapaksa
International Cricket Stadium and many ...."
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"Corruption undermines economic development and threatens
state security. It also undermines democratic values."
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In addition to that, Hon. Presiding Member, I also
want to bring to your notice another important matter.
There has been a serious violation of humanitarian law in
Palestine and I am taking this opportunity to raise that.
On the 03" of June, 2025, as eyewitnesses watched in
horror and disbelief, Israeli authorities had launched a
brutal attack, which resulted in indiscriminate killing of
Palestinian civilians - men, women and innocent children
- who were waiting in line to receive humanitarian aid,
nothing else! Let me be very clear, Sir. They were not
fighters; they were not carrying weapons and they posed
no threat. They were simply desperate human beings
hungry, displaced and reaching out for food to survive.
And yet, even that most basic need - the right to live and
the right to eat - was met not with compassion, but with
fire and death.

What kind of a world are we living in today, if
starving children are answered with missiles? What moral
authority can we, as nations, as believers and as human
beings, claim, if we remain silent while such atrocities
are committed in the name of security?
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Do they not read their Torah? I am sure there would
be God abiding Jews who would come forward to
condemn this act. The Torah, the Sacred Law of the Jews,
commands, “Do not stand idly by the blood of your
neighbour”. Those are not empty words; they are divine
imperatives. Sir, I would tell them this. You are a people
who have been known for suffering, walking through
exiles and facing persecution and cruelty of Hitler. Can
you now turn away as others suffer the same fate?

I just like to quote from Genesis 4:10, which states:

“The voice of your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the
ground.”

Today, Hon. Members, the blood of Rafah cries out to
all of us. It cries out not just for justice, but for
remembrance, dignity and for humanity. This is not about
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politics - I am not talking politics, Sir - this is not about
religion, but about the conscience and the very soul of our
civilization, the moral compass that tells us what is right
and what is wrong.
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I rose to speak about the ordinary people living in Gaza,
those who live beyond the realms of politics with no one
to speak for them.

FTSTTERNT  LDHHEMETLI

O §RowsNe) OB n®

(omevsTLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 OTEROA, VIO Bwdn mmeed gdwn
Srnde estess.

D0 ¥5nluB BB 0O, Besod® mBwdesd Swmo
(orenryllg sarrdugd) FL L ggrent e1ib. Bl srflwlium)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

©@%ca.

Sir, let us send out the clear and unequivocal message
that the indiscriminate killing of civilians, especially
children, is an abomination before the God and humanity,
that such cruelty has no place in any society which claims
the value of life.

We should have the courage to speak up, Sir. And, I,
once again, bring the attention of this solemn House to
those acts and appeal to speak up for those Palestinians. I
am extremely sorry, Sir, that I had to use this particular
time slot when we debate the Regulations under the Anti-
Corruption Act to express these sentiments.

Thank you very much.
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