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(24) @sTCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the methodology adopted in granting the
lands belonging to Sri Lanka Mahaweli
Authority for large-scale projects;

(it) the extent of land provided to companies
named Dole Lanka and Vita Organi for
banana cultivation in Chandrika Wewa
Division of Walawa Region, separately;
and

(iif) whether he admits the fact that the said
lands were not provided following the
proper methodology ;

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(=) @)eirCmev, eyesr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) the number of Teachers’ Colleges available
in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether steps will be taken to convert those
colleges into other training centres related to the
field of education since the number of students
learning at the Teachers Ccolleges is very low;

(iif)  whether steps will be taken to conduct a one
-year, full-time postgraduate diploma
course at the Teachers Colleges referred to
above since the National Institute of
Education is an institution qualified for
awarding degrees; and

(iv) if not, the action that will be taken in the
future regarding the Teachers Colleges
concerned?

(b) Ifnot, why?



1329

@07 (§0028w) wBB g®ceBw (a@®ims ww gisss,
ceed @B 8 DatBe ¢dsessy ¢imsnSa)

(seorplg))  anflefl  uwr@gfw -
o wir el wHMID CsTPHassvai

(omevsrLyLil@ Urg
IOWIFFHID  Hevail,
S|HLFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

OO DOIBNGHROA, OO yEHWO BENT e®@edi.
(g @
(i)

& Com0ed a8 @ 810 o100 08248,

RD. st QO Yy VL Drewsy

BSOS 308D BBO.
(i) o>».
i) 1.  SBw» &N B¢1508w e

BB eenoBsy DeDr 9130 & BI® escwo
QO B B e BBl @
e BO.

G0 ewIdn w1 swm 88 @d.

2025 &8 22

e D& 2020
SIS Qo Bemce [gra »E [povam®
(Za) R3O0 e520 D8R B leses88cs o
o2 @ Bezoce 1 Cu®™®S  |gmd ¢o Gl RG] SO
@B Be108dw (Becd®O0) B nemn|(mdmsemewsy
)
1 [Bco® edd@e o 6.7 150 110
@®0e3cs,
2 - 500> e 9.6 125 245
3 Re83w JeloiaTolele) 20.5 450 130
4 [Pameyd eRmEyD 9.8 650 83
5 [eR&0EDedn [pdthEdedm 0 300 150
6 |emdend ez 2.5 500 48
[SESYo0) 2,175 766

28 988w WO Bedm BiCH® amd @t
BesaE @20 BeBW W @S Sr WO 8
sE WO BeeewmciBs y@iews O
WOBID ewddsn WO Beadmd. & amd
BB eencaBsT 2,1758 3¢ 03y OB gcwed
WO  Bedsler’. & @ ewd  gdaxs
OBI0BC  yOrenw o WO O
WOBID 0@ O SO ¢w D16 eCID® O85Y
§eE 00 WO & wewo BEH® WOeHnm
@2,

2. e [olel] &aNBIBTNG wOen
QOOGITed DaBmn 83D 3¢ E@WS
28D 0508w ©d®c @O O
085} Huwostom BBO 00® D&se wewo
B1CH® WO grd.

(20) @eog @v0ED.

1330

@G 080T ewedBIYEB Owvmo

(wrerflg mefausr CegwdabIlrapisdl)

(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)

Hon. Speaker, the Supplementary Question will be
asked by the Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran.
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(@) Will he inform this House of the -

(i)

(i1)
(iif)

(iv)

number of tea smallholders in the Kalutara
District;

contribution of the said tea smallholders to
the national tea exports in Sri Lanka;

number of Tea Small Holding Development
Societies in the Kalutara District, from
which fertilizer and agricultural equipment
can be obtained; and

measures that have been taken for the
welfare of the tea smallholders?

(b) Will he also inform this House -

()

(i)
(iif)

1332

whether he has got acquainted with the

method by which members are enrolled to
the Tea Small Holding Development
Societies and the method by which
elections are conducted in those societies;

if so, the methods concerned, separately;
and

whether details of the methods will be
tabled?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Sundaralingam Pradeep - Deputy Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

(@) Is he aware that -

@

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

the foundation stone was laid in the year
2004 in the land adjacent to the Bank of
Ceylon in Mahiyanganaya Town for
construction of an agricultural sales centre;

the incumbent President, as the then

Minister of Agriculture, took preliminary
measures to take over the above-mentioned

land to the Department of Agrarian
Services;

requests had been made for it by the
Mabhiyanganaya Agrarian Services

Committee and farmers;

approval has been given under letter No.
4/10/75144 of the Land Commissioner
General to grant the above-mentioned land
on preferential lease basis to Mr. Y.M.
Rathnapala, who is residing at 48" Post,
Arawatta, Mahiyanganaya; and

State lands are granted on preferential basis
only on compelling and special grounds?

(b)  Will he state -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the reason for selecting a person who is
over 80 years of age to transfer the above-
mentioned land;

whether he is aware that, when alienating
State lands, the availability of sufficient
lands for Government needs and the
physical fitness of the selected recipient is
taken into consideration, and that State
lands are not usually given to a person over
60 years of age;

whether the above-mentioned
considerations were taken into account
when granting the said land; and

whether approval for the lease referred to
above will be revoked?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Urban Development,
Construction and Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(if)
(iii)

(iv)

whether the Community Water Supply
Centres functioning under the Department
of National Community Water Supply are
to be taken over to the National Water
Supply and Drainage Board;

if so, the procedure concerned;

whether all the properties belonging to the
said Community Water Supply Centres will
be taken over by the National Water Supply
and Drainage Board,

whether he is aware that the Community
Water Supply Unit in New Medagame,

Dehiattakandiya has been taken over by the
Board without conducting a formal audit;
and

(v) whether approval of Cabinet of Ministers
has been obtained for the said takeover?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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STEITLIEN S jeui @)FFemLidb@ SPlalliiumyr?

@r@mev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Environment:

(@)

Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

separately, the number of sand piers located
along the major rivers, tributaries, creeks
and canals and the number of people
engaged in occupations related to them;

the number of those that are operated
legally, out of the number of piers referred
to above;

whether he is aware that there are illegal
sand piers as well;

if so, the legal action that will be taken
against such illegal sand piers; and

™)

(b)
@

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

™)
(vi)
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the measures to be taken regarding the
environmental harm caused by sand
mining?

Will he also inform this House -

whether the annual demand of sand for
construction activities in Sri Lanka has
been estimated;

whether it is possible to meet that demand;
if not, whether alternative ways are
available to meet the demand;

the new sources of sand available in the
country;

whether priority will be given to the new
sources of sand referred to above; and

if not, the reasons for it?

(c) If not, why?
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S @)FFewudE plelliimyr?

(=) GsrCmed, eysir?

asked the Minister of Urban Development,
Construction and Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

whether the Urban Development Authority
has prepared a plan to develop the Town of
Deiyandara;

the number of proposals that have been
implemented by now, out of those
contained in the plan referred to above;

the measures that will be taken in the future
to implement the remaining proposals;

whether it has been proposed to remove the
Deiyandara Primary School from its current
location according to the above-mentioned
plan; and

the institution/individual authorized to
implement the proposal referred to above?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(e @)FFewud@ pledliuimyr?

(=) GsrCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

(i) the measures that were taken in the year
2025 to control the stray dog population;

(i)

(iif)

whether steps will be taken to prevent dogs
and puppies raised in households from
being brought and abandoned on roads and
public places; and

the measures that will be taken to minimize
dog bites and road accidents caused by the
increase in the stray dog population?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) the total number of students studying at all
the faculties of the University of Colombo
at present;

(i) the number of those who have been
provided with hostel facilities, out of the
students referred to above;

(iii) whether she accepts that a considerable
number of students do not get hostel
facilities accordingly; and

(iv) the number of hostels possessed by the
University of Colombo, their names and the
number of those as per the categorization of
female, male and mixed hostels,
separately?

(b)  Will she also inform this House -

(1) whether she is aware that the land in
Colombo 02, where the Muttiah Girls'
Hostel, which provided hostel facilities to
around 800 female students of the
University of Colombo, had been located
was taken over in the year 2020;
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(ii)) the name of the entity which currently has
possession of the land, where the aforesaid
hostel was located;

(iii)  whether she is aware that no development
work has been carried out there although
more than five years has lapsed after the
demolition of the said hostel; and

(iv) if so, whether the entire land or a portion
thereof will be returned to the University of
Colombo?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have 14 minutes.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
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It sates, I quote:

"Indian salt shipment arrives

A shipment of salt imported from India was set to arrive in Sri
Lanka yesterday (21) night, as part of efforts to address the current
salt shortage in the country, the Minister of Trade, Commerce and
Food Security Wasantha Samarasinghe said.

Samarasinghe confirmed that the consignment includes a total
of 3,050 metric tonnes (MT) of salt. Of this, 250 MT have been
imported by the private sector, while the remaining 2,800 MT were
brought in by the State-run National Salt Company."
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So, it is important, Hon. Deputy Speaker, that this
shortage of salt is solved in the proper way. I feel that
when a particular person in the private sector controls one
sector, there is a conflict of interest. Therefore, we must
make sure that there is proper regulation in place; there
has to be a regulatory authority looking into it. In the past,
we had price control on all items. We have moved away
from that concept. But, the Government’s fair trading
principles must be properly monitored. So, that is why we
have government institutions set up to look into it. But,
unfortunately, with all that and having warned from last
December onwards about an impending shortage of salt in
the country, the Government was very slow in taking
action and finally resulted in the salt mafia controlling the
price of salt in the market. And, who is behind this salt
mafia? Is the Trade Ministry aware of that? Are the Trade
Ministry’s officials knowingly assisting this mafia?

Particularly, when I see this news item, it is quite
apparent that from Bombay a salt shipment had started
and has arrived here already. But, it is only a small
fraction that the private sector can import. A large fraction
is imported by the State sector. We know that the State
Trading (General) Corporation is used as a ploy, as a
cover to cover up corruption. It had been done by past
administrations also, in which we were also part of and
we had been speaking up in the Cabinet. The relevant
Ministers have to be careful. In Ministries like the
Ministry of Trade and the Ministry of Finance, there are
bureaucrats who are corrupt. That is another problem.
Getting rid of corruption is not only on politicians. What
about bureaucrats? Bureaucrats are also to be blamed;
they, too, are involved in this type of action, which finally
results in the poor general public having to suffer, paying
a heavy price for a very simple item like salt.

Sir, I would also like to mention this.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera.
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sunil Handunnetti. You have 16
minutes.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and

Entrepreneurship Development)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you may have a minute.
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Thank you, Deputy Speaker.
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WOy B ecod mD megy, Sm defamation Owma,
Privilege issue &z=3. Sir, mSemmd ©®0 Privilege issue
O raise OB 9 eI,

@B mdeme 0®m&B. Sir, ®® OO, e® 5ed
DO BOeD By @@m 08 Gen, o8 Gay Bw(o.
0O en® RBDed . O 9uim BBy
clendsen WO, 0®emEEs’ job dewmxy OedEo
Beadmen. ®® Standing Order No. 27(2) wde ydmws
988w WS Beadwmd. Sir, SemEcEs? job dewmsy gBzy
DOBTD D30 BB 0B D meg. 0 BDeD 5, @O
emdsied Gy, cned Ca, (WO CODWSIB O BWEo.
edsim ¢mewd, pack mosimy cEe»O, @R @m0
dmensImy. IO @8 ¢ »OTH® Bud Bwr Bedsiesd.
Sir, let me raise this as a Privilege issue. Part A of the
Parliamentary (Powers and Privileges) Act clearly states
that if any Member makes a defamatory statement, he will
be punished under Section 190 of the Penal Code. I will
raise this matter as a Privilege issue. It is a serious
concern. ®® 8Bwwoeesy Besim®. My mother came from a
Sinhala area. ®® ©9¢0sf dew® BOD vy
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Member, what you say has been
understood. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you may sit down now. Regarding your
Privilege issue, you have to make a request to the Hon.
Speaker in writing.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You have made your point clear, Hon. Member.
Please, take your seat.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please, take your seat. You have made
your point clear and I told you about the procedure.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I told you that you can submit a
Privilege issue in writing to the Hon. Speaker.

@G (@00¢1) CrI®BNETY ¢85 Vs
(omevsrL i@ (sweudbBhwit) E)TroBTHeiT i FdHeTT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, give me 20 seconds, please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Member,
understood.

what you say has been

Next, the Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.

You have five minutes. - [Interruption.] Hon. Archchuna,

would you please allow the Hon. Member to make his
submission?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Upali Samarasingha. You have ten minutes.

[&.090. 12.03]
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(The Hon. Upali Samarasingha - Deputy Minister of Co-

operative Development)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Upali Samarasingha, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake. You
have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Manoj Rajapaksha. You have a total
allocation of 11 minutes. I might have to interrupt you to
suspend the Sitting for the lunch break. You may
continue with your submission after the lunch break.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.

for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then
resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Manoj Rajapaksha, you may continue, please.
You have a balance of seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Namal Rajapaksa. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can have 15 seconds.
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Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Member, you made your point clear.

The Hon. Ashoka Gunasena. You have 11 minutes.
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Next, the Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera. You have
ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) A.M.M.M. Rathwaththe. You
have 11 minutes.
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The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera. You have ten minutes.
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Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, you have exhausted your
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Next, the Hon. Muhammad Faizal. You have 12
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Dinindu Saman
Hennayake. You have 12 minutes.

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
(Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of

Women and Child Affairs)
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinindu Saman Hennayake)
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Hon. Presiding Member, emphasizing the importance
of this piece of legislation we are discussing today, I
would like to say that the delivery of promises we gave to
the people is important. One of them is to facilitate
business, to make it easier to do business in Sri Lanka.
Saying no to corruption and having necessary systems
and processes in place, Sri Lanka would once again be
recognized as a nation serious about addressing its
chronic issues. One of them relates to making use of
online facilities by the certification agencies.

But, before getting on to technical details, I would
like to highlight a point made by an Hon. Member a short
while ago, referring to conflicts of interest. It is important
to recognize the requirement to disclose the conflicts of
interest. But, Madam, apart from disclosure, it is more
important to ensure your ethical conduct while you are on
respective boards or government institutions. What was
lacking in the past was mentioning their affiliations. But,
when decisions were made, they were actively involved
in those processes. They were passing information to
outsiders who had business interest. We do not have to go
far. At the Committee of Parliament inquiring into the
Central Bank Bond scam, several Members seated there,
while discussions were going on those sensitive matters,
made phone calls and shared information with outsiders.
Today, those very Members are trying to preach us about
conflicts of interest. So, there is absolutely no substance
in what those fake Members say with their understanding
of conflicts of interest. They are trying to preach us about
conflicts of interest, whereas they had breached the very
essence or the fundamentals of it while taking part in
those Parliamentary Committees. So, for the members of
the public, it is important to recognize that; even though
they are trying to portray a different conduct, their
reputation in terms of doing wrong things is well known
to the society.

As a nation, we need to rely on the members of the
business community. There are several -capable
individuals in the business community who have
contributed to the success of several businesses. As the
Government, we are serious about getting the their input
where necessary, considering their conduct, the past track
record and particularly, their not engaging in wrong
activities and corruption-related transactions. Then, we
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would also like to get business enterprises involved. From
the discussions that the Government is having to take Sri
Lanka forward to a better place, we cannot leave the
business community out and go in a separate direction.
No, we will work with the business community, get ideas
from those individuals, experts of the business
community out there, to take Sri Lanka to a better place.
Therefore, we will work with the private sector business
community to build this nation, which was ruined by
those politicians and the corrupt culture they had built.

Madam, coming back to the subject matter, I would
say that it is important to recognize the validity and
efficiency these systems would bring about in the nation.
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Madam, on the one hand, with these process
improvements we are referring to, we could say no to
corruption and minimize the opportunities and chances
for corruption and on the other, would track and trace
sources of revenue generation, which is a very important
step as far as the country is concerned and the situation
we are in, as of now.

Facilitation of businesses to continue their activities is
very important. [ will take one example to demonstrate
that. We have not limited it only to talking, Madam, but
have implemented some of these digitization initiatives.
The agency related to today’s Debate is the Comptroller
General's Office. We have implemented a digitization
process there, which requires no individual to go to the
Comptroller General's Office to give an application. We
implemented it early this year, in January or February,
and upon inquiry into the success of the digitization
process, the Chambers indicated to me that even though
we have implemented digitization, people still have to
walk into those counters. Early this week, I, in fact, went
to the Comptroller General's Office to see whether it is
true, whether people still have to come to the counters.
There are five counters available at the office. Only one
counter was operating and a few people were there at the
counter. I went and spoke to a person at the counter, who
was from the business community and had come to ge the
support of the officers. I asked him, "Why did you have to
come here today, when there are online services
available?" Madam, he mentioned that he wanted to
follow up on an application he had made. I, in fact,
thought that the application had been pending for a long

time. I went there on a Monday morning. Then, I asked
him, "When did you apply?" He said that he applied it on
Friday and had come on Monday morning to check on its
progress, which, in a way, is a good thing to have an
efficient service delivered, even though there was no
necessity with hardly a single working day passing from
Friday to Monday. Then, I asked him, "Why did you
come today? You made the application on Friday and you
are here on Monday asking the officials about its
progress." We never know why people come there;
people may still be used to previous practices, which are
not good practices, unfortunately. Then, that person
explained the reason why he came. It was due to an
emergency; they had ordered some spare parts related to
aircraft engines, which they needed to get cleared
urgently. That is why he had come in person. Then, I
asked from the Department also, "Is there not a process to
facilitate this type of outliers or exceptional situations,
emergencies?” So, they also explained to the person who
had come there. That example is just to highlight what we
have implemented so far. Within this six-month period,
we hav been going ahead with the digital journey in this
country. The business community is benefiting, as we
speak, from this engagement. Otherwise, every day, they
have to send people to those institutions, which is a cost
to them and leads to bribery and corruption as well. That
is one example. There are many other examples I can
give, but for the time being, I will limit it to the Sri Lanka
Standards Institution. There, out of seven processes, two
with the highest number of traffic are already done online
or digitally delivered. These are examples to show the
deliveries of the present Government, what we have
implemented facilitating and saving cost to the business
community and making it easier to do business in Sri
Lanka.
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a new culture we are inculcating. People have voted in
favour of that culture. It is an evolution from the manual-
based transactions mentioned in the Gazette we are
debating today. We are evolving into the digital space,
but what is more important is that the Government is on a
mission or a journey to deliver what we had promised to
people who trusted this Government without knowing
who we are.

What they trusted in is the expertise our Members
had, the ingenuity in our approach and the governance
approach we will implement in Sri Lanka. That is what
we are implementing as the days pass by. Support is
extended to large businesses, corporations operating here
and to the SME sector as well. Our intention is to provide
that support and help achieve the aspirations of the
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businesses. Similarly, it is also our intention to ensure that
the aspirations of the people, particularly of the parents,
are achieved and delivered. Parents are worried that their
children would not have a country to live in after they
complete their education. This Government is delivering
on those promises.

That is why it is important to discuss these important
policies in this House. Madam, today, I was expecting
that we would get some suggestions to amend the
Regulations we have presented today. There have been
discussions, but however, unfortunately, there were no
valuable suggestions or recommendations made relating
to the matter we are deliberating today. Some Hon.
Members were discussing about salt. Madam, I cannot
amend this legislation with salt; I need input relating to
the Regulations under this legislation. They were saying
that we are implementing the law without attending to
previous corruptions. Recommendations are required for
the Regulations brought under this piece of legislation we
are deliberating today.
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So, let us not make the excuse that resources are a
constraint for us to deliver. Let us get it done together
with your suggestions. You are able to contribute to these
valued debates and discussions.

Similarly, the Government is also engaged in business
through our State-owned enterprises. It is important for us
to ensure that the governance framework of those
businesses is improved. We have an accountable
mechanism, that if the entities are not able to deliver the
results, the people of the country have to finance those
activities as well. Therefore, separate initiatives are
underway, as we are discussing, to improve those
arrangements, to revise those legislations and to
implement them in a timely manner.

Similarly, when we bring in new legislations, it is not
only the aspect of the Government that we consider, but
we also have dialogues and discussions with the industry
as well. Just to highlight an example, we wanted to repeal
the SVAT given to businesses. It is also known that the
Government has laid the road map even with dates being
identified. The SVAT will be repealed with a suitable
mechanism implemented, under which entities would be
able to submit their documentation through an online
platform, the Inland Revenue Department would be able
to go through them and provide the applicable refund
within the shortest possible time. In this discussion, we
engaged with the industries, particularly with the garment
segment, which is considered the most-affected. We
have had multiple discussions with the industry so far to
accommodate their suggestions. As of now, they have
suggested to consider trading houses also in this equation.
That shows the cooperation between the business
community and the present Government. We are not
making high-handed decisions; we are making decisions
for the betterment of the country. It is Sri Lanka - the
North, the South, the East and the West - that we are
going to build together with the input and the support of
the business community. Another example to
demonstrate our engagement with the industry is the
continuous discussions the the ceramic manufacturers had
with the Government to explain the challenges they are
going through.

I am extremely happy to announce to this House,
Madam, that the National Tariff Policy the Hon.
President mentioned in his Budget Speech is also going
to be established.

This week, we are going to establish the National
Tariff Policy Committee. Its inaugural session will be
held this week. We invite the industries to coordinate
with the channels that are available through the Ministry
of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development, to take
part in those discussions and to submit their suggestions,
proposals and challenges they have. So, we have a
mechanism in place in the country. For the first time in
the history of Sri Lanka, instead of politicians deciding
on what should be the tax, a mechanism is now put in
place to decided what should be the Excise Duty on
articles imported into the country. So, that is a victory
and a milestone we have achieved as a country, but we
need to make sure that we improve it continuously. It is
not only about establishing a committee and having its
first meeting, but continuation of the activities. Therefore,
I invite the business community to engaged with the
process. The Ministry of Industry and Entrepreneurship
Development has played a tremendous role in getting this
done.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Deputy Minister, your time is up.
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The officials of the Ministry of Finance also have
contributed to the success of these initiatives. So, as a
nation, we should be able to move forward and achieve
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many things that we could not achieve earlier as a
country. We are are on a mission, Madam, and are
hopeful that, as a country, we would achieve it together.

Thank you very much.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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2 . 98380 @odm wy wdmadm  »Ogn 20201 - - 2,600,000 1,950,000 - - 11
e lne®sind
3 8zl 208D © oSz g 20401 - - 5,000,000 4,850,000 - - 12
ocenlne®sind
4 yoatB egealnedsind 21001 - - 11,000,000 10,000,000 - - 13
5 Gded §em oitalnedsind 21101 - - 60,000,000 57,000,000 - - 14
6 Gotbn §eC eeealnedsind 24501 - - 4,000,000 3,500,000 - - 15
7T & comn obnd 24701 - - 55,000,000 52,000,000 - - 16
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qDmsre@w
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19 ¢0® vBuden yBLTA e1Cud e¢elnedsInd 32701 20,000,000 20,000,400 - - - - 28
3230 @26 Besosvwm,
8o, BPes®Besy et g8 3055 g@oms
2025.04.27 518 &
ez 01.

(¢@m»s OedBced am®Bw ¢57D) Bed.)

G S8z &Y, e @@z S,
afleorr BB (B) sTDmYIs ClBmeenLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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EMPOWERMENT OF SMALL AND MEDIUM SCALE
EXPORTERS IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCE

[10.L. 5.01]
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(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

ewddsnd &85 HB8®, the Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri
Bavanandarajah. Hon. Member, you have three minutes.

[17.L. 5.07]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah)

Hon. Presiding Member, I second the Adjournment
Motion moved by the Hon. Rajeevan
Jeyachandramoorthy.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper. You have seven
minutes.

[5.09 p.m.]
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(omevsrLll@ Ferrlud) FLL_ggrest] erib. BlFTLD SrflwiLim)

(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, when you spoke in Tamil, I
think everybody was shocked.

Thank you, Madam, for the opportunity to speak on
this Adjournment Motion aimed at empowering small and
medium exporters in the Northern Province. I rise today
to support this Motion, but, of course, with a vital
amendment; the scope of this discussion should be
extended to include the Eastern Province as well is my
proposal. The economic and social realities of the
Northern and the Eastern Provinces are deeply
intertwined, their challenges are similar and so is their
untapped potential. Both provinces are rich in culture,
traditions and natural resources. But, decades of conflict,
displacement and economic neglect have left them
lagging behind. Today, if we are to speak seriously about
inclusive national growth, we must focus on empowering
small and medium enterprises in these regions, enabling
them to become prospective exporters.

Madam, I wish to draw your attention to another
important and critical matter that has gone unnoticed.
Under the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution - Provincial
Council List - matters relating to promotion of
agriculture, fisheries, co-operative industries, cottage
industries and local economic development fall within the
jurisdiction of the Provincial Council. This clearly reflects
the framers’ intent that economic development of each
province is not a central subject alone, but one that must
be driven from the ground up with the Provincial Council
paying a lead role. Ignoring this structure is not only a
policy failure, but also a constitutional abdication.

The Northern and Eastern Provinces have distinct
sectors with export potential, which could contribute
meaningfully to the national economy. Let us start one by
one. Culinary heritage and agro exports, traditional food
items - you know about Jaffna traditional food items -
organic products and preserved seafood from these
regions are of high demand, especially among the
overseas community. With proper training, packaging and
marketing support, these items could be developed into
powerful export brands. I will take an interesting
example. When [ visit Jaffna Courts, I go to "Rasavin
Wanam". Just in front of it, there is a small boutique,
which has a sweet item called "elluppahu” , a blackball
full of nutritional value. You do not get that in any part of
the country. So, these have to be promoted. I always go
there and have that snack.

Then, handloom and traditional textiles. Our
handloom sector is a cultural treasure. It also presents a
strong case for premium exports in the global sustainable

fashion and ethical trading market if only be invested in
modernization, design, innovation and e-commerce
integrations.

Then, Palmyra-based products. Palmyra is abandoned
in both provinces and holds immense value from jaggery,
vinegar to fibre products and handicrafts. But, this
industry remains informal and fragmented. It needs
organized support, quality certification and research-led
value addition.

Also, you get seafood and marine products. Our
coastal belt, particularly in the North and the East, are
rich with exportable seafood like crab, cuttlefish and
dried fish. But, we lack a cold chain, export licence and
post-harvest processing support necessary to compete
internationally.

While the initiative of the Central Government and
private sector participation are vital, there is a missing
partner in the conversation - the provincial council. For
far too long now, the Northern and the Eastern Provincial
Councils have not been functioning. Without electoral
representation, the local mandate and the institutional
capacity to plan and deliver, we are limiting the potential
for a truly localized responsive development. Therefore,
Madam, I call upon this House and the Government to
immediately take steps to hold the Provincial Councils
Elections. It is essential that the provincial councils
become an active partner in economic development of
these regions as they are best placed to understand
the local needs, to mobilize rural entrepreneurs
and coordinate support across the departments.

UL, FPSHHEV 6THRIGEHHL W LDTEHTENT FewLl () WIBISISTTSD,

9IS 68T @) BemiemLw
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Therefore, Madam, I urge the Government to expand the
focus of export development programmes to both the
Northern and the Eastern Provinces, establish SME
export incubation zones in key districts like
Jaffna,Vavuniya, Batticaloa and Ampara, support
handloom clustsers, palmyrah co-operatives, seafood
collectives and provide modern tools, marketing training
and credit access, facilitate diaspora engagement and
overseas promotion through targeted trade fair and digital
campaign and finally, to resort to full democratic
governance in the provinces by holding the long overdue
Provincial Councils Elections. Only then, can we build
partnership with the Centre, the provinces and the people,
a triangular that is essential for genuine and lasting
development.

Madam, in conclusion, I would say let us not look at
the North and the East merely as regions recovering, but
as engines of growth. Let us also believe in the capacity
of our people, their skills, their resilience and their
dreams. Let us provide them the institutions,
infrastructure and inspiration they need to connect to the
world as confident sub-exporters.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran. You
have three minutes.

[10.L0. 5.15]
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1t being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 23"
May, 2025.
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