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CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL:
DETERMINATION OF THE SUPREME COURT

@O0 QNGBS

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to announce that I have received the Decision
of the Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled “Code of
Criminal Procedure (Amendment)”, which had been
challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121
(1) of the Constitution.

The Supreme Court, having considered the
submissions, has held that there was no material to
conclude that any of the provisions of the Bill violates
any provision of the Constitution and accordingly, the
Petitioner had informed the Court that the Petition will be
withdrawn. Hence the Supreme Court had allowed to
withdraw the Petition, terminated further proceedings and
dismissed the Petition.

I order that the Decision of the Supreme Court be
printed in the Official Report of today’s Proceedings of
the House.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
SRI LANKA

In the matter of an application in terms of Articl
121 read with Article 120, of the Constitution t
determine whether the Bill titled “Code of Criming
Procedure (Amendment)” or any part thereof i
inconsistent with the Constitution of the

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

S.C. S.D. No. 07/2025 Petitioner: Ambika Satkunanathan,

27, Rudra Mawatha,
Colombo 6.

Counsel: Pulasthi Hewamanna with Harini
Jayawardhana, Fadhila Fairoze and
Linuri Munasinghe instructed by
Niluka Dissanayake.

Respondent: Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General’s Department,
Colombo 12.

Counsel: Sudarshana de Silva SDSG with Dr.
Avanti Perera DSG and Sajith
Bandara SC.

BEFORE P. PADMAN SURASENA, J.
JANAK DE SILVA, J.

SAMPATH B. ABAYAKOON, J.
The Bench assembled for hearing the Petition on 28t April 2025.

The Bill titled “Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment)” (hereinafter sometimes referred to
as the Bill) was published in the Gazette on 28" March 2025 and was placed on the Order
Paper of Parliament on 08" April 2025. The Petitioner has filed the instant Petition in the
Registry of the Supreme Court on the 21% of April 2025 invoking the jurisdiction vested in this
Court by virtue of Article 121 read with Article 120 of the Constitution in respect of the
aforementioned Bill. The Petitioner has prayed for a determination from this Court under
Article 123 of the Constitution.

Court heard the submissions of the learned Counsel for the Petitioner as well as the

submissions of the learned Senior Deputy Solicitor General.

Having considered the submissions, Court took the view that there is no material for the Court
to conclude that any of the Provisions of this Bill violates any Provision of the Constitution.
Since Court formed that opinion, the same was indicated to the Counsel in Open Court.

Thereafter, the learned Counsel for the Petitioner having obtained instructions from his client
(Petitioner), informed Court that in the above circumstances, the Petitioner will not further
proceed with this Petition and hence will withdraw this Petition.

In the above circumstances, Court allows the Petitioner to withdraw this Petition and terminate

further proceedings pertaining to this Petition. The Petition must stand dismissed.

P. PADMAN SURASENA
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

JANAK DE SILVA
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

SAMPATH B. ABAYAKOON
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ENTERPRISES: NOMINATION OF
MEMBERS
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES: NOMINATION OF
MEMBERS
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Education, Higher
Education and Vocational Education

The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism

The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Plantation and
Community Infrastructure

The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Women and Child
Affairs

The Hon. (Mrs.) M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Rural Development,
Social Security and Community Empowerment

The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Science and
Technology

The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Defence
The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Digital Economy

The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan Madarasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Trade, Commerce,
Food Security and Co-operative Development

The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House
of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Reports be printed.
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@6 (§0028w) wBB g®SeBw (@@ ww gsIss),
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SEWLOEFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the -

(i) Annual Report of the National Institute of
Education for the year 2021; and

(i)  Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate
Institute of English of the Open University of Sri
Lanka for the year 2023.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.

gadmas S8z @EY, et 8O8» Se.
o Bl HLILIL (B) 6TMmYS CIBTeTemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hansaka Wijemuni - Deputy Minister of
Health and Mass Media)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and

Entrepreneurship Development)
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Question put, and agreed to.

oG BB n8ven NG C Vv (admde Y

%082 DA a1 ®0)

(oressryfl@ FL L SSTemfl aniagesr BrenrmwssTy - B

whmib CasAw @meLLILTL () HEPLOEFFT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND
PRIVILEGES
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Chrishantha Abeysena - Minister of Science

and Technology)
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asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there are no
chambers for new lawyers practising in
courts in the Kandy District;

(i) if so, the number of lawyers who have not
had chambers so far, separately for each
court in the Kandy District;

(iii) whether he is aware that steps have been
taken to construct new law chambers on the
land adjacent to the lawyers’ office complex
established in Gatambe, Kandy;

(iv)  whether he is aware that construction work
pertaining to it has been stopped halfway;

(v) the measures that will be taken to expedite
the construction work of the said new law
chambers?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(24) @)STCMeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House whether-

(i) there is a serious discrepancy between the
pension of government pensioners who
retired before 31.12.2015 and that of those
who retired after 31.12.2015;

(i) steps will be taken to remove the said
discrepancy in pension;

(iii) he is aware that the cost of living
allowance  of present  government
employees is Rs. 17,800 and the cost of
living allowance of government pensioners
is Rs. 9,025 and that, as a result, there is a
discrepancy of Rs. 8,775; and

(iv) steps will be taken to remove the said
discrepancy?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister
Parliamentary Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of applications received per day
for obtaining new passports;

of Public Security and

(it) the number of applications that have been
received by now for obtaining new
passports;

(iif)  the number of new passports issued per day;

(iv) whether he is aware that a long time is spent
after applying to the Department of
Immigration and Emigration for obtaining a
new passport or extending the period of
validity of an existing passport; and

(v) the steps that have been taken to resolve this
problem?

(b) Ifnot why?
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asked the Minister of Environment:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

whether he is aware of the problems
relating to the shortage of employees,
housing facilities for employees and
facilities such as tourist bungalows, toilet
facilities, roads network and common
amenities in the Yala National Park;

the number of registered tourist jeeps that
are allowed to enter the park;

the number of jeeps registered, but not
currently providing services to tourists;

the action that will be taken regarding those
Jeeps;

whether steps will be taken to register new
jeeps to replace the jeeps concerned; and

separately, the short-term, medium-term,
and long-term measures that will be taken
to protect and develop the wildlife and the
ecosystem in the Yala National Park, which
has secured significant tourist attraction and
attention and generates a substantial daily
income for Sri Lanka?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there are lands
coming under the purview of the Irrigation
Department located in the vicinity of
Deduru Oya of the Yapahuwa Kingdom;

(i) whether expeditious measures will be taken
to renovate the holiday resorts built on the
lands concerned, which are now falling into
disrepair;

(iii)  whether the Irrigation Department has a
course of action to provide sanitary facilities
to the area concerned since local tourists
make use of the area for recreational
purposes and nevertheless no sanitary
facilities are available;

(iv) whether the Irrigation Department has a
plan to improve the conditions of the
Ridibendi Ella anicut area together with the
holiday resorts in order to attract local and
foreign tourists; and

(v)  whether steps will be taken to overcome the
obstacles to agricultural activities owing to
poor drainage of irrigated water, due to
existence of several irregular constructions
in the aforesaid area?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of major irrigation reservoirs
existing in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether the reservation boundaries of the
reservoirs concerned have been identified;

(iii)  if so, the number of reservoirs in which
reservation boundaries have been identified;

(iv) whether the identified  reservation
boundaries of the reservoirs have been
gazetted; and

(v) the reservoirs of which reservation
boundaries had been gazetted?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the number of families living within the
reservation boundary of the Nuwara Weva
Reservoir in the Anuradhapura District;

(i) whether a list of names of such people will
be tabled;

(iii)  whether permits have been granted for lands
in which they live; and

(iv) if so, whether a list of people who have
been granted with a permit will be
presented?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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@)1Gmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that the -

)

people of the plantation sector have been
faced with immense difficulties due to lack
of clean drinking water since the previous
governments did not commence drinking
water schemes in those areas; and

(i) UNICEF commenced the Plantation Sector

Drinking Water Scheme in 19877
Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Plantation Sector Drinking
Water Schemes commenced by the
UNICEF;

(if)  the names of the districts and the plantation
estates in which the schemes concerned
were commenced;

(iii) whether those schemes are functioning at
present; and

(iv)  the current situation of each of the aforesaid

schemes, separately?

Will he also inform this House of the -

)

number of drinking water schemes that
were implemented in the estate areas in the
Badulla District during the past five (05)
years;

(i) amount of money that had been allocated
for the said schemes;

(iii) amount of money that had been allocated
for the drinking water scheme which has
been implemented to supply water to the
LLG Capkade New Housing Scheme in
Poonagala, in the Haldummulla Divisional
Secretary's Division; and

(iv) present status of the drinking water scheme
concerned?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep - Deputy Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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@)

@B, sreir?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:

(a)  Will he admit that a -

@

(i)

severe adverse effect has been caused to
transport and economic activities of people
living in the territory which has been split in
twain as Eluwankarai and Paduwankarai
because of the lagoon situated in the
Batticaloa District; and

need has arisen to erect bridges in order to
solve the transport problems faced by the
people concerned?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

@

(if)

the difficulties faced by the people of the
Batticaloa District due to bridges not being
available in adequate number;

the approximate number of bridges which
need to be built for overcoming the
difficulties referred to above;
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(iii) the areas through which those bridges will
be constructed;

(iv)  whether action will be taken to construct at
least two of the bridges lined up, using the
Budgetary allocations for the year 2025 and
international donations; and

(v) the social and economic benefits that will be
accrued to people in the Batticaloa District
by the construction of bridges?

(¢) Ifnot why?
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(orerLflg L FEpmwids)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Economic challenges across the world would not help
the country at any given time. Therefore, we need to
formulate a macroeconomic policy that stabilizes the Sri
Lankan economy, considering the realities we face on a
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Amidst global challenges, Hon. Speaker, we are
determined to make sure that we provide, with timely
interventions and necessary discussions with the
appropriate parties relating to global challenges, the
necessary facilitation for our business community, the
private sector and particularly to the SME sector of the
country, ensuring that adequate financing is available to
them and that they are able to access financing at an
affordable level. Sir, that is a very important step. During
the time the current Government has been managing the
economy, the interest rate of the country has stabilized
and it came to a single-digit level on many occasions.
With this reduction of rates, we would like particularly
the State banks and, of course, the private banks also to
provide the necessary assistance, the push and support to
the SME sector, to this vulnerable segment of the
business community.
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In addition to that, Sir, inflation has been contained
continuously, allowing consumers to access necessary
items at an affordable price. That is not the best practice,
considering the level of prices that was there earlier. We
try to find out what amendments, what changes and
facilitations needs to be done to increase that
accessibility.

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RO @0 § wcw gdws’,
@1@@@@@

®0; Bewdess

@S (§0D28w) wEven 838wudeno® dwm
(omevsrLyLil@ (SevrBE) amiagewnr @flwliGlLmL)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

I will take one more minute, Sir.

To ensure producer competitiveness, we need to make
sure that our exporters are able to export goods at a
competitive rate. By making sure that the required dollar
income is brought into the country, we would be able to
repay our debt. We are sitting on a mountain of debt due
to the bad and wrong economic policies adopted and
borrowings made at commercial rates by the previous
governments, who are now preaching to us from the other
side. We need to ensure that this issue is contained and a
solution is provided for. Therefore, the current
Government has implemented many necessary solutions,
considering the global context as well. I am sure we
would be able to explain more during the Debate.

Thank you very much, Sir, for the time allotted.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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Wt G5 GCErLmBDmy. LITHF FUTBTwST yeuiser [(wrebrele
(swsug i) flsvwal] Frad)] HewevswLn UGG IiH6NT.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON.(DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] in the Chair.

®S Berdss HSOIzNGEHR)

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Amila Prasad. You have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Amila Prasad)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana. You have
ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam.
You have 13 minutes.
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I would like to acknowledge one thing that the Hon.
President said in his speech yesterday. He, at least,
mentioned that it is not only the mothers from the South
who are grieving the death of their soldier sons, but also
the Tamil mothers in the North and the East over their
loved ones lost in the last stages of the war. So, I would
like to acknowledge what the Hon. President went on to
say at the war memorial, the victory memorial or
whatever event.

Then, the Hon. President mentioned about celebrating
a Sri Lanka Day; I think it was in the Budget Speech that
he mentioned that a new day is going to be allocated for
all Sri Lankans to get together and celebrate being Sri
Lankan. I think that event can be scrapped now. We do
not need that event anymore because it is very clear - on
the 18™ of May, the Tamil people remembered their dead
loved ones and continued the call for justice for those
who were killed, those they lost at the hands of the army
while the Hon. President commemorated the so-called
war heroes of the South on the 19" of May - that there is a
division between the Tamil nation and the Sinhala nation.
On the 18" the Tamil nation were on the streets
remembering their loved ones who were killed; the Hon.
President, on the other hand, held commemoration of war
heroes on the 19™. So, Hon. Deputy Speaker, at your
Group Meeting or whatever, when you get the
opportunity, tell the Hon. President that any more funds
need not be raised to create a fake Sri Lanka Day as,
clearly, there is a division in the country.

Having said that, Sir, there is one other matter I would
like to raise in this House. That is about the land issue. |
saw in the morning both the Hon. Minister in charge of
agriculture and the Hon. Prime Minister engaging in
exchanges of words about this Gazette issued regarding
settlement of land in the Northern Province. Now, I would
like to read out something that Mr. M. A. Sumanthiran
has shared on his Facebook page about that Gazette. The
Hon. Minister of Justice is also present here. Mr. M. A.
Sumanthiran is a very senior, recognized and respected
lawyer and I know that your President also sought his
legal advice before he became President. I do not know if
he still does that. So, on his Facebook, Mr. Sumanthiran
has specifically mentioned about this Gazette. He has
mentioned it in Tamil and let me read it out.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
Next, the Hon (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne.
You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Namal Rajapaksa.You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Jagath Vithana. You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Jagath Vithana)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Lieutenant Commander
Prageeth Madhuranga. You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara. You have 10 minutes.

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar - Minister of

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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"Article 12 - Validity, Duration and Termination

12.1 This MoU will come into effect from the date of its
signing and will remain in effect for a period of five (05) years.
Parties will have the right to terminate the MoU at any time,
within three (03) months advance written notice to the Other
Party."
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"12.2  The MoU will be renewed after a review of progress
for further periods of three (03) years at a time unless terminated
by either of the Parties by giving three (03) months written notice
in advance to the Other Party its intention to terminate the MoU
through diplomatic channels."
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Presiding Member, I am on my feet. I am asking for
a minute to raise a point of Order. Please, ®0 8»aBwa=’
ecsisy. [ahids HE@zf] Hon. Leader of the House, I am on my
feet asking for a point of Order. [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

The Hon. Presiding Member is the custodian of the
House, not me.
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Aye.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I am on my feet. I am asking to raise a point of
Order. I am speaking to you, Hon. Presiding Member! 1
want to raise a point of Order. Can you not see me, Sir;
IR0 everrsieny sy de?

®0 8.8. 0253509E® ®wmn
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, since I do not have -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I have been asking to raise a point of Order. Can you
not see me, Sir? Are you blind?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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CEDs. DY VIO grieny mywr.

2430/2025 ¢o» 98® BoE BB 8¢ wesd
Bedema
2430/2025 41> @)6Vda & TewilLt Lilewstds @b emend;
BT HGH6V FIDLIHSLOTET 6UTSHSHLOTevt] 9 mlexld 60
GAZETTE NOTIFICATION NI(‘)AIZ\IASO/ZOZS ON SETTLEMENT OF

[5.14 p.m.]

®6 8.8, 02530E® ®vmo
(wrewryfl@ of.o8. GlLTesTEsTLDLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Hon. Presiding Member,
Adjournment Motion:

I move the following

“By Gazette Notification bearing number 2430/2025 dated
28.03.2025, settlement notices totalling seven in number (Numbered
from 5617 to 5623) for the Districts of Jaffna, Mullaitivu,
Kilinochchi and Mannar covering more than 5,000 acres has been
published.

The said notifications attempt to take over land including
beaches, lakes, cart lanes and cemeteries - land that was used by the
Tamil people from time immemorial as res communes - and convert
them into State land.

The Tamil struggle for self-determination originated inter alia
in response to the alienation of State land by the Sri Lankan State
with the explicit intent of changing the demographics of the North-
East, through which the Sri Lankan State attempts and continues to
attempt to make the Tamils a minority in their own homeland. The
Tamils have consistently maintained that their autonomous
institutions must have control over State land in the North-East.

The above Gazette Notification is another initiative in the long
history of depriving the Tamils of their homeland by successive Sri
Lankan Governments.

Furthermore, our understanding is that the land sought to be
declared includes private lands which those private owners have
difficulty establishing ownership owing to loss of documentation
during the tsunami and repeated displacements.

This Government in its manifesto, both at the Presidential
Elections of 2024 and the General Elections of 2025, promised to
genuinely explore a constitutional settlement to the National
Question which includes settling the question of who controls State
land. However, this act on the part of the Government makes clear
that their views are no different to the previous governments in
relation to control of the State land. The Tamil people see this
action on the part of the Government as yet another act of structural
genocide of the Tamil nation.

I urge that the Government immediately withdraw this Gazette
Notification.”

Sir, I am the Mover of this Motion, but you have given
me only six minutes.
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Hon. Minister, with the motives you have just stated,
we would have no problems. But, the law you are trying
to use has the completely opposite intention. So, if your
intention is actually not to pronounce the lands you have
demarcated, those 6,000 acres, as State land, this is not
the law to use. What we are suggesting is what you have
suggested doing with regard to land for wildlife and
forestry. You appoint a committee or a commission, we
will cooperate.

We accept that there are severe problems with regard
to land, which need to be sorted out. Because of
displacements, multiple displacements, and the tsunami,
people do not have documents. That has to be resolved.
We will cooperate with you, but please do not use this
land. I do not know who has advised you, Hon. Minister.
But, this land are going to be acquired to make them State
land; it is to declare them State land. You talk about
suspending this Gazette, but you cannot suspend it. Once
the Gazette is issued by the 28" of June, this land will vest
as State land, if they are not claimed. You cannot suspend
the Gazette. I do not know on what legal advice you are
making this position in this House. You cannot suspend
it; you have to revoke it.

And, I assure you, Hon. Minister, that you will have
our cooperation in sorting out the problems of our people.
I mean, why would we not want our people’s problems be
solved, whether it is your Government or any other
government in power? But, I am telling you with utmost
responsibility, you are using the wrong law to do that. On
the contrary, this law, by the 28" of June, will declare all
those 6,000-odd acres you have demarcated as State land.
So, I kindly urge you to withdraw this Gazette. I assure
you that all the Hon. Members seated on this side of the
House belonging to the North-East, the Tamil Members,
will cooperate with you. It is in our interest to solve the
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land issues which have been plaguing our people because
they have lost documents. So, we understand the issue.
But, this is not the way - you are frightening us and not
even the Rajapaksas did this - to go about it.

And, if you actually want to solve this problem, you
should have had a word with us. You have given just
three months! If we did not bring this out into the open,
those private citizens who are supposed to make claims to
these land would not have even known about this. You
tell me, what is the effort you made in order to draw
public awareness to this Gazette? If we did not make it a
controversy, nobody would have known about it! So,
kindly understand, this is not the way to go about it. You
are frightening us. You must withdraw this Gazette. We
will cooperate with you; if the intention is actually to
solve the problems, you can be assured that we would
cooperate.
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It being past 5.30 p.m. THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.00 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 21st May, 2025.
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