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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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RIGHT TO RAISE SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS RELATING
TO QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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@G O8x¥¢ BeBBB ®wmo
(oressryfl @ Fllhs alGemdn))
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@G DOIBNBIDROB, VAN ¢z eO® w¥IDd 98wuny
DEe Ve BDowdvdE o308 edmww »O5ID D). ©O
08 O ecxIm.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@ 98%ux WOy Bedemrya o, ®eod discretion O
O~ [ BE@2S] EH06 Bewde 139 wo 146 amd
OB »OGn WOsIesY, ®S O3B,

©C O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo

(oreirflg F#0Hs alGmdn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

RIN® By of “EE »0 oBed® gdanmOs
Bedmd. dAn® Bwexm of BO0EE Becy 88oxIm a8
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D0 OB, IO DWDDOO OBID). OIZNBE BB,
DONEDHE HOR. v B, VAN Bum od® BEovn» ¢gnd
Bomy Om 91088, BBen Bedmdr. I v s
20800 @csIB), ST DOILNBHDHOA.

@O0 QBNWD O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Speaker)

IO I aoe,-

©C O8x¥¢ BeB88 Owmo

(orerflg F#0Hs alGm )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

R wsies’ edm 0d®mD. BdNDd Bewdw,~ [@ds
580]

@O0 QBB

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sj6uiTdser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Bg®d, BBeoFarnin BEw5Ide,-
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@G D83 BeBBB ®wm

(oreryflg Fibs allGedm)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO ®OINEDHROB, BN Bwy od BE@BI» 0. 5
O B, eFH® 53 denws. B80S Bewl®
82,- [awid HE@H] o0 oeds wbdDed ym
8.8 WROB, 99 Bws) o S EE O OxI»EB
@® ®» mOsTesy.

@G (eedex) m»Bolg swBedes wmo (eweds w©Y
B  gOms  wY  Peds) 8dded Yy
838D ®)

(oreryllg  (sweugdwi) pefllhs SwHavew - &STSTTLD
wHMID CleuGHFET 21L& YEMWFFHLD HTFTHISGS &L Fuilssr
Y HBHTEVTFTEYILD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)

819188 ®J 0sIm At

@G D8I BeBE8 Owmo
(orenryllg Filbs allGaAm)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
@18?

@G 30F SFHEE Vs (ZDrwsy, BWbw, Ddaws
w5y 885G @Oz oudd g@ims ©ww ©8Eed®xIned
805N BDR )

(orenryilE Liev THBT WSS - GurdGeoursgi,
QBB EHFTEWVSHET, FHIMDWPHBIGHET wHMID  HAafled  allorssr
CFenauds6ir S|eMFF(HLD LITTTEHLOGTDF FeMLI (LPF6V6U (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House
of Parliament)

DONBWOI@ed Bedemae,-

@G O8x¥e BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryflg Fllbs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

BDONEWOIWmed  Bedimre o 0nedd a8
BesIesy. e 01D wEIdm BBed Ddden Beamda.

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)
BBeFarnie BEwxIde.

G8 eF9508w 88w 5ID®
FTUU&SSLIUL L LGS TBIsG6T
PAPERS PRESENTED

@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢®ceBw (a@e®ims ww sy,
cesed s 8w DadBe ¢ddsowsy ¢@imsnBa)
(sovrplg]l)  apfefl  owrEgfu -
IwWIFHID Heval, o wi soall wHMID G THMHSELI
S|EWLDEFF(HLD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)
Hon. Speaker, I present the Report on the observations
and steps taken in terms of Standing Order No.119(4) of
the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on

(oresrLyflE rsw

the Ministry of Defence and the institutions coming under
its purview in the Report of the Committee on Public
Accounts, which was presented to Parliament.

I move that this Report be referred to the Committee
on Public Accounts.

g 88z 8, e e8s®@» Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B) eTDmIs CIBmeTenLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

©C O8xY¢ BeBB8 wmo
(wrevrfl@ FUlbg al G
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@S (§0028w) BB ¢®5eyBw

(revryfl@ (sevrBld)) amiflesh owr@flw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Annual Report of the Defence
Service Command and Staff College for the year 2023.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

g 8@z &Y, wwo @@z Ses.
aflearr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

@07 (49028w) 03B @B
(oressryfl@ (SoTBld) anfesfl ojwreEfw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(i) Annual Report of the Regional Development Bank
for the year 2021;

(i) Annual Report of the National Insurance Trust Fund
for the year 2022;

(iif) Annual Report of the Development Lotteries Board
for the year 2023;

(iv) Annual Report of the National Lotteries Board for
the year 2023; and

(v) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Export Credit
Insurance Corporation for the year 2023.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Economic Development and
International Relations.

G S8z &Y, e @@z S,
afleorr GBI (B) sTDmYIs CIBmeemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

©C O8x¥¢ BeB88 Owmo
(orerflg F#0Hs alGmdn))
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 (§0D285w) BB ¢®ceyBew
(oressrfl@ (SvTHlE) apfesf owreEsMw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -
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(i) Annual Report of the Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Sciences of the University of Peradeniya
for the year 2023;

(i) Annual Report of the Institute of Biochemistry,
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology of the
University of Colombo for the year 2023;

(iii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate
Institute of Indigenous Medicine of the University
of Colombo for the year 2023; and

(iv) Annual Report of the Postgraduate Institute of Pali
and Buddhist Studies of the University of Kelaniya
for the year 2023.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.

e E®eszd 8, estr es®8» Ses.
aflsarr Bl H LI (B) STDmYs GCls eI L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

Order made by the Minister of Education, Higher Education and
Vocational Education under Section 20(4)(b) of the Universities
Act, No. 16 of 1978, with regard to the appointment of Senior
Professor R.M.U.S.K. Rathnayaka as the Competent Authority in
lieu of Vice Chancellor of the University of Ruhuna with effect
from 25th February, 2025 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2425/03 of 24th February, 2025. - [The Hon.
(Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya.]

010858 O HFws g9a&3 Bewlw wom @&
FUTLTL_SE0 35555 5t 1_swemuill_ i’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

@G D8x¥¢ BeBE8 Owm
(omevor i@ Filbhs G dns))
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
OO ®NBNBDROA, -

@O0 QBNBHD S

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B8 oCom9n8ws BEuwrId® wded, ©0; ew®medsn ©@»
B0 Lo sH®o.

@G BBt 5088 vweEms Dvmo

(omrevor i@ L L ggrent swrdP LwCsdsr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DOIBTNEDROB, 0@ BFTEH®IRD »S WOBTH Q8
ecsiost syt ¢&@? dn® Point of Order dz== @7 raise
DOsTesT.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuid i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0; O8sic BedB3 ©s5IFn®), dIn® 92Bsy wme
e ©®dxidewsy  Standing Order No. 146-
[Interruption.]

@G BBt ¢5088 Bwedms dnmo

(oreryflg L ssrent Swrdp) Lwlsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DOBNIDROB, VIR WE Yras 8OITTVewsy
©@25»0ed8 8 e® B WOBIesT.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@0 OBIER®), EN0d Bewle 1468 adeds IECHE
wOor e®e wewsy Omda:

"e®® #ENOS Bewlvde BuEdm dDrnows’ 838> ©EHo
0B BoE® moe ¢, 000 €N Bewle BHwodOm BEO
B8Eaec 018 Bednd w®Rewsy BeE® yui» ¢, eRewwd® B¢won
Cide gier misnemddws D85 ewlos »i8 we»E CABD
000w 0857 O6 mO7m CAD Bewd® ymsd «."

©C O8xY¢ BeBB8 wmo

(wrevrLfl@ FUlbg al G dmn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

S ©® oz, 2dn®0  Bwecy ¢lerl. o
DONBDHROB, B DS Bewlows BweE sz’ O°.
R DosIBwe Buee ¢slest ©O. [@vidr 5582 ]

@O0 QBNWD O
(orenTL @ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@0 w88 BweEmS OBIEn®o.

@G BB 3088 Bwedms dnmo

(oressryfl@ #LSgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

O DNONGHHOB, OO ©® O wmixTer’ VIS
98B8u my Bedemw BEACO o5»0edl. a8 Bwsiesy o®
0w BENCO O8sT¢ DodB8 ®5IEn®0 $ds Bewi®
92(2) 88 ydm» wder yamw gusizy gdEdd e¢Im
B, O IO 9 ecIm.

@G O8x¥¢ BeBBB ®wmo

(oressryifl @ Fllhe alGe )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

O DOIBNIDROB, @® yadm© gwsisy ©0 9l e¢sIn.

@G BBk 088 Bwedms dnmo

(orevryfl@ FLLSgremt swrdm ewlsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

O ®ONEBROB, IO 98 ecsImemd. BHDd
BewdodE don® Sz ByHr.

®S BOE ¥ Dm0

(oresr il LD rémmwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

O ORGSR BIgd 8@ Bedmr, Sen®
2300 e¢Ivy Do BBCo.

@0 (e0Des) BB swBedes Onmo
(orarfl@ (weusglut) peflbs swglsven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

O DOIBNEDRS Ty BOAED BODo.

OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@eB8, ©d; O8xYe DedBB O5IEn® BusIn.

©C O8x¥¢ BeB88 Owmo

(orerflg 055 alGem )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO DOITNBHROB, VINeW YRWB H 1B ©5NeDE
0® Buslery. 0® wdEn ©O® @LeIRd BCOD @B
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public

Petitions.
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MC HEYZER STADIUM IN TRINCOMALEE DISTRICT:
DEVELOPMENT
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asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of national-level stadiums
available in the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces;

(ii)) the Ilocation of each such stadium,
separately;

(iii)  whether he is aware that arrangements had
been made to develop the Mc Heyzer
Stadium in the Trincomalee District as a
national-level stadium, but the excavation
activities pertaining to that were suspended
owing to the discovery of human bone
fragments during the excavations;

(iv) whether steps have been taken to resume
the said excavation activities that were
suspended; and

(v) whether steps will be taken to develop the
Mc Heyzer stadium into an international-
level cricket stadium?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports)
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that a tourist comfort
centre  has  been  established in
Mahiyanganaya Town by the Uva
Provincial Ministry of Tourism;

(i) the extent of the said premises in square
feet;

(iii)  the total amount spent on the construction
of that centre;

(iv) the objective of constructing that centre;
and

(v)  whether that objective has been achieved?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether the building of the aforesaid centre
has been leased out;

(i) if so, the name of the lessee of that building;
and

(iif)  the monthly lease rent?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) whether arrangements will be made to
establish a boys’ National School in future
in the Dehiwala Divisional Secretary's
Division, where there is already a girls’
National School,

(it)  if so, the school that has been identified in
the above Division to be converted to a
National School,

(iif) the facilities that are to be given to that
school; and

(iv) the date on which the said National School
will be established?

(b) Ifnot, why?

©0 (eedes) QY0 ewemBiTs Dums (gBxILm 8w

c et g8 Bewdes g@imun®d)

(oressryfl@ (sweuggslwui) wgr CFCearalrser - sevall, 2 wi

Hevalll) L78) gemivgair)
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asked the Minister of Environment:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

©

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

whether he is aware that a massive
environmental destruction is taking place in
Puttalam District due to excavation of sand,
gravel, soil and tanks carried out under
legal licences without keeping a proper
standard;

whether a methodology will be formulated
to regulate such excavations;

whether a new methodology has been
introduced for excavation of sand, gravel,
soil and tanks and for issuing transport
licences for same; and

if so, that methodology?

Will he also inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

the intervention of the Provincial
Environmental Authority of the North-
western Province in a situation where a
massive environmental destruction is
happening in the North-western Province;

the responsibility of that Authority; and

whether there is a need to further keep the
Provincial Environmental Authority of the
North-western Province in operation?

If not, why ?
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(@) @erCmev, er6tr?

asked the

Development:

Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship

(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

whether industrialists have been granted
land in the Raigampura Industrial Estate;
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(i) if so, the total extent of land that has been (i) the amount of money that was spent by the
granted, as at present; Government on the construction of the
building concerned?
(iii)  the extent of land so granted, in which work (c) Ifnot, why?
has been commenced by now and the extent ’ '
of land so dgran;ed, in whl(ih.work has not 06 aBd vesomsdB owm (2E®sin  ©w
commenced so far, separately; D10 83085 ¢PamsRS0)
_ . _ e el . i . R
(iv) the reasons for not commencing operations (LDMWL.' & SOy A SisirGlan g;] B2 Qg'.wﬂm oI
. . . Qarflev YwnHAwremenw el HsH HenLFFT)
in the land in which no work has been . . S
commenced so far- and (The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and
Ced 5o lar; an Entrepreneurship Development)
*
(v) the amount of money that has been invested O% DIEDROSB, 88 g0 BERS 0P wwon

by the investors who have obtained land, in

which no work has been commenced so
far?

Will he also inform this House the -

(b)

() present status of the administrative building

OB 0.

* swedss @» »d» c¢ 8EE»O:
* FLITSL_ G0 sweudssLii L aflswr_ !
* Answer tabled:

(@ @ @8

constructed in  the industrial estate (ii) SBo® WE@BIBYSES e® D B GrowdtmBsT 0O
d and C & @B 90® grenw gEmS 16 6:& 01 w&0e 2028
concerned, an 05 @m0, EWIEMB Wewo BT BE VB 980 9
g@enn 80 1408. 90® emdl G & @b
pewelsmBsieod 8690 svn ¢ed.
Industry details of Raigama Industrial Estate
No Industry Name Project Extent of land
Allocation
01 Lanka Corrugated Industries (Pvt) Ltd | Manufacturing of Cardboard boxes 01 Acre 02 Roods
for packaging
02 Perlo Plastimolds (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Water bottles & 80 Perches
Mini Water Disp S
03 Andeli Group Lanka (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Electrical panel 40 Perches
boards and Fabricate Metal
Enclosures
04 Olympia Engineeting (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Decking sheets and | 03 Roods
. Pre-fabri d building
05 Aklota Industries Manufacturing of Plastic Coated 40 Perches
Kitchen Racks, Powder Coated book
Racks and Cloth Racks
06 Nitmo (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Stainless Steel 02 Roods 20 Perches
Equipment
07 D & A Marketing Manufacturing of Nonstick cookware | 120 Perches
and whistling Kettles
08 Natures Beauty Creation Itd Manufacturing of Soap Noodles 02 Acre
09 Darshan International (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Incense Sticks, 80 Perches
Sambrani powder, Incense Cones, ’
Incense Cups, Car Perfumes and Air
Fresheners
10 Janatha Steel Industries Manufacturing of Stainless steel bar 02 Acre
and PVC pipes and irrigation pipes
11 E-Mox Manufacturing Lanka (Pvt) Manufacturing of cosmetics (hair oil, | 02 Roods 20
Ltd cream, lotion and Ayurveda balm) Perches
12 Meklet Metal Technology (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Metal fabrication 01 Roods 20
: Perches
13 Amone Packaging Manufacturing of Aluminum Bottle 100 Perches
Cups
14 Mascline Holdings (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Cleaning products | 40 Perches
and w powder
15 Royal Marketing & Distributors (Pvt) | Manufacturing of Multi — Purpose 160 Perches
Ltd ! & hydraulic oil
16 D & A Vet Science (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Paraffin Gauze 40 Perches
Dressing
17 Nexus Interior Solutions (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing of Items with fly 40 Perches
boards, Melamine & MDF Boards,
Office Furniture, Office Partitioning
Seating Sofa
18 SNS Fruits & Vege Export Trading Exporting Processed Agriculture 60 Perches
Lanka (Pvt) Ltd Products
19 Mint Products (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing Toilet Soap 02 Roods
20 Idea Imports and Exports (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing ASA Roofing 02 Acre
21 Sri ching Holdings (Pvt) Ltd Manufacturing Medical Laboratory 01 Acre
Consumabl
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(The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe on behalf of the Hon.
Padmasiri Bandara)
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Ssueurpmuilest, &  upPlw  eflFTrement

CuHOGTaTariiLI’ L ST 6TedTLIEN S W|LD;

Gupuig aflFryenevoruilesr SHCBUTEmS W

PSTCSTHMID WTOHESTLIEH S LD,

Ui @)dFFewLd@ mlalliiuryr?
@) @TCmev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

@
(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the number of Ayurveda hospitals in Sri
Lanka;

the number of graduates who have
completed their degrees from universities of
indigenous medicine;

whether he is aware that there is a shortage
of Ayurveda doctors at local Ayurveda
hospitals at present; and

if so, the measures that will be taken in that
regard?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there is a
physiotherapy unit at the Minneriya
Ayurveda Hospital;

(i) the name of the contractor who constructed
the physiotherapy unit concerned;

(i) whether he is aware that there has been a
fraud in relation to that contract;

(iv) if so, whether an investigation has been
conducted in that regard; and

(v) the current progress of that investigation?
(¢) Ifnot, why?

@6 (e0Dexs) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(orar @ (wausglui) pefibs gwiglavea)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

OO ®OINBDHROB, OO yEDHBO BENC OO wwinm*

OB 0.
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RENT ALLOWANCE PAID TO MAINTAIN SUB-POST OFFICES:

INCREASE
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
Chanaka Madugoda)
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oeui @)FFemus @ ymlalliuryr?

(=4) B)hTGmeD, ereir?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he accepts that the office rent
allowance currently paid to a sub-post
master is not adequate to maintain a sub-
post office;

(i) whether impediments to increasing the said
rent allowance have been identified;

(iii)  if'so, of such impediments;

(iv) the measures that will be adopted to
overcome the impediments; and

(v) the time frame that will be needed for
adopting such measures?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@0 (e0Dexs) BB swBedes Onmo

(wreriflg (wousBluit) peflbs eawiBsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

B0 DOILNEDHROH, @ OO yE®WO BERC wwawn™
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I just want to draw your attention to
Standing Order No. 27(2), which allows for this type of
Questions to be raised. And, I know this matter has also
been discussed at the Committee on Parliamentary
Business. It states, I quote:

“The Secretary-General shall, upon receipt of any notice in respect
of any question, unless the Speaker rules any question out of order,
include in the Order Book for answer on a day not earlier than
seven clear days from the day on which the notice was given:
Provided that, any question relating to a matter of urgent public
importance may be asked by the Leader of the Opposition or a
leader of a recognized political party at the conclusion of
questions...”

I will respond to this Question raised by the Hon.
Ravi Karunanayake, but I also want to place on record
that this Question could have easily been asked under the
normal Questions for Oral Answers. The nature of this
Question is not of urgent national importance. It asks how
many State universities are there in the country. These are
matters that could be raised under Questions for Oral
Answers, Adjournment Questions and also as an
Adjournment Motion. So, there are several other ways to
raise it. Standing Order No. 27(2) must be used to raise
issues of national importance, of urgency. So, I request
the Hon. Speaker to give a Ruling on the nature of the
Questions to be raised under Standing Order No. 27(2)
and on the appropriateness of the Questions raised. There
are 13 parts to this Question raised by the Hon. Member
under Standing Order No. 27(2). This Questions was
brought to the notice of my office only yesterday. So, it
has 13 questions under two sections: section “A” has
seven questions and section “B” has six questions. Hon.
Member, most of these questions could be raised under
any other provision. If you want to raise an issue
specifically about the Sabaragamuwa University, that
could have been raised as a single Question and I am
happy to answer it. I will answer all of your Questions,
but I am raising this as a point of Order and for your
Ruling, Hon. Speaker, since this is not appropriate, in my
view.
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Sir, I want to respond the Hon. Prime Minister. -
[Interruption. ]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Member, I do not want to get in to a debate on
this.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Hon. Member, you can raise the issue with the Hon.
Speaker. Let the Hon. Prime Minister finish answering it.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I do not want to get in to a debate on this. I am not
asking the Hon. Member to respond either. I am asking
the Hon. Speaker to make a Ruling on the nature of the
Questions that may be permitted under Standing Order
No. 27(2). 1 will now proceed to answer your Questions.
That is a separate issue. But, in my mind, this is a
misinterpretation, a misrepresentation and if I may say, an
abuse of the privileges given under Standing Order No.
27(2). Standing Order No. 27(2) is specifically to raise an
issue or issues of a particular significance at the moment.

Questions such as “How many State universities are
there in the country?” and “What is the intake per year to
all universities?” are not urgent issues. I am happy to
answer this. “How many students leave the country for
higher education?” again is a question that could be asked
under Questions for Oral Answers or as an Adjournment
Question. So, there are many other ways in which these
Questions could be raised. So, I am requesting the Hon.
Speaker for a Ruling on this.

Now, I will answer the Question with your
permission, Sir. - [Interruption.]

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©® ©8o®xIVews’ ®ed Ruling &= 27(2) edesl, cam
dedd® Emedd Cah 200 B8 AEIeecInin DB D.

@S (§0028w) H¥BA ¢®5eyBew
(revrfl@ (sevrBld)) amiflest oy @flw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Okay. Thank you very much.

®3G 08 WO EDIBNGBZ DV

(oressrfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

B0 ®OINEHROB, D @® ©ed WOYD live wm
Be 08 yB»H@O - [@oids BE5@z]

@S (§0028w) BB ¢®5eyBw
(revryfl@ (sevrBld)) amiflesh owr@flw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
May I respond to the Question now?

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@O0 @ nBwudl, VIRBe yEHWO BERS EHd
@3B,

®3F 08 OB DV
(oressrfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@0 08 WOENGD OBIEH), i’
Order &=?

point of

®G 08 S BNGBZ DWVmo
(oressryfl@ rall smewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Speaker, I am basically asking -

@O0 QBNWD) o

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Please state the Standing Order.

®F 08 OB DV

(oresrfl@ rall SmewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The Prime Minister, who is on her feet, was
questioning as to why I had taken this matter up. The
GCE (A/L) results were released only about three weeks
ago. The intake to universities is going to happen in the
next couple of days.

OO QBB

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6rT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 O5IFn@s, @An@ed point of Order O e@im=ie?
e®mxe, Standing Order dz?



819 Eilelglcloiat1o)

G 08 WO €0B% D0

(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

O mONGDROB, ©8 0® Buwsimy wesiess, - [&rib
5H80]

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(omevsTLLll@ FUTHTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

WO WO VIS yadmw refer mosimemd, Standing
Order & amD. [@sds BHE@z2]

OO @GR8B, VINBw yEM O BENC wBwsis.

@S (40D28w) 08B ¢®5eBw

(omevr i@ (sevrBd) amilesh] oyor@sflw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, I did not raise this expecting a response
from the Hon. Member. I am bringing this to the notice of
the Hon. Speaker and you said that you will give a Ruling
on this, Sir. So, I will wait for your Ruling. In the
meantime, [ will answer your Question, Hon. Member.

Sir, the Answer is as follows:

A 1. There are 17 universities and 18 higher
educational institutes under the purview of the
University Grants Commission. The proposed
intake for the 2024/2025 academic year, GCE
(A/L) 2024 is, 43,237. There are another five
universities which had been established under
separate Acts and they will also be admitting
students according to their Acts.

2. This is also very variable because it depends on
the programme that the student is enrolled for
and the average cost - this is according to the
costs calculated in 2022 - is Rs. 405,313.

3. This somewhat a vague question because all
students who sit for GCE (A/L) do not
necessarily intend to get into State universities.
They may have multiple motivations: some of
them may go directly for employment; some of
them may go abroad and some others may
enter private higher educational institutions.
There are external degree programmes
conducted by universities under the purview of
the UGC. There is also the Open University of
Sri Lanka, which offers open and distance
learning facilities for students or adults to enter
into higher education at any point. Then, there
are the Institute of Technology University of
Moratuwa, the Institute for Agro Technology
and Rural Sciences under University of
Colombo and many higher educational
institutions offering vocational streams within
the State sector also. In fact, there are also 29
non-State universities and higher educational
institutes approved by the Ministry of
Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education, where students who have not been
selected directly from GCE (A/L) could also
get admitted to.

4. It is noted that most students leaving the
country for higher educational opportunities do
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so privately through various private institutions
and therefore, there is no data available with
the Ministry of Education, Higher Education
and Vocational Education about the number of
students who leave for higher education.

Also, it is not necessarily because of lack of
opportunities; that is not the only reason. It is
also their choice. The students can choose to
study abroad and that is a choice we have to
respect and allow for. It does not mean that
they are going abroad because there are no
opportunities here.

Currently, private higher education providers
offering local degree programmes are
recognized under the provisions of the
Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978, and that
recognition is granted through the procedures
that are stipulated in the Act.

In line with the Government’s vision to
enhance the quality and diversity of higher
education in Sri Lanka, I have directed the
University Grants Commission to take the
leadership in the development of a
comprehensive policy framework for the non-
State higher education sector. Once a review is
done on the existing landscape in the non-State
higher education sector, we will then take
appropriate steps as to how this should be
regulated and how recognition should be
provided to the non-State higher educational
institutions. But, we first need to get accurate
information about the current existing
landscape.

As to the foreign students in universities and
higher education institutions under the purview
of the UGC, the numbers are as follows:

In 2023, there were 240 foreign undergraduate
students and in 2022, there were 217 foreign
undergraduate students. In 2023, there were
806 postgraduate students and in 2022, there
were 724 postgraduate students.

The Government continues to implement the
Interest-Free Student Loan Scheme, which was
introduced in 2017 as proposed under the 2017
Budget Proposal. This initiative was launched
with the intention of expanding access to
higher education and this scheme enables
eligible students to pursue degree programmes
at recognized non-State higher education
institutes through interest-free loans.

Initially, a maximum loan amount of Rs.
800,000 was provided from intake 1 to 7.
However, according to Cabinet Decision No.
24/1721/607/127 dated 02™ September, 2024,
this amount was increased up to Rs. 1,500,000
for certain subject streams from intake 8
onwards. In addition, a stipend loan of Rs.
300,000 is also provided to support living and
incidental expenses.

From 2017 to 2024, over 22,000 students have
benefitted from this scheme across eight



821

2025 & 09 822

intakes with more than 17,000 students
currently continuing their studies or having
completed their degrees.

This question is with regard to the incident that
took place at the Sabaragamuwa University.
The UGC has initiated an inquiry into this.
There is a committee that has been appointed to
investigate into the incident. That is separate to
the police investigation that is ongoing.
Representatives from the UGC have also been
appointed to this investigation committee to
investigate into the leadup and the incidents
surrounding the tragic death of the student at
the Sabaragamuwa University. The Vice
Chancellor of the Sabaragamuwa University
has instructed the Chair of the investigation
committee to also include the representatives
proposed by the UGC in this Committee.

The Centre for Gender Equity and Equality
maintains a 24/7 online complaint portal since
the year 2017 and a helpline operating during
working hours to receive complaints on ragging
and sexual and gender-based violence. We
recently had a discussion and have taken steps
to make sure that this helpline is operational 24
hours of the day. All of these complaints
received through e-mails, letters and in person
are fed to the online complaint portal. The
complaints are then referred to the Gender
Focal Point in the university and referred to the
Vice Chancellor within three working days for
an initial investigation and the Vice Chancellor
must report back to the UGC within a two-
week period.

There are also preventative measures, which
have been taken in the past also, that we have
asked the UGC to intensify now. Introduction
of workshops and awareness programmes are
some of actions taken based on the findings of a
research conducted in 2018 by the Centre for
Gender Equity and Equality titled “Prevalence
of Ragging and Sexual and Gender Based
Violence in Sri Lankan State Universities”. So,
we have asked that awareness programmes on
prevention of these issues also be intensified
within the university system.

The Ministry had a meeting last week with all
the Vice Chancellors, Marshals and all others
responsible for student discipline and dealing
with these matters including gender focal points
of all universities. It was proposed that a Task
Force be established to identify short-term as
well as medium and long-term steps that could
be taken to deal with this issue because we
understand that it is complicated. Ragging is no
longer what, at least, my generation
understands as ragging; it is much more
complicated. It is not only ragging. There is
also bullying, harassment and online violence.
So, all of that need to be looked at, investigated,
understood and a proper mechanism must be
set up to address these issues.

4. So, there are two things that we are doing. One
is, we have instructed the Vice Chancellors and
the UGC to make sure that the existing law is
implemented to the letter. But, that is a punitive
matter. We are also very focused on preventive
measures and making sure that the university
environment, in no way, supports these kinds
of incidents. So, this is why this Task Force
has been established to identify what measures
need to be taken to address this issue. If the
Task Force recommends and the Vice
Chancellors and the UGC also feel that the
existing legislation is insufficient, we will
review it or bring in new legislation, as
necessary. But, I want to emphasize again that
punitive measures themselves are not going to
address this problem. This is far more
complicated and it is also linked to student
welfare and support. So, what is required is a
comprehensive approach to deal with this issue
holistically.

5. The Centre for Gender Equity and Equality -
CGEE - has initiated the establishment of a
Survivor Support System designed for victims
of violence and harassments of ragging to come
forward and to support witnesses, facilitating
the reporting of these incidents and making
sure that those who report such incidents or
come forward with complaints are supported
through this process as well.

6. Then, the Hon. Member has requested for the
names of all registered student unions operating
in the universities. Since this Question reached
me yesterday, I have not obtained all the
information yet. So, that information is not
available with me at the moment.

Thank you, Hon. Speaker.

®F 08 OB DV
(oressryfl@ rall smewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Speaker, -

@O0 QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@G 08 WO EmBNGHD OB H©o.

MG 68 O BB DV

(orerfl@ rafl smenTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you, Hon. Prime Minister, for answering it in
the best possible manner. You questioned my motive, as a
Member of Parliament, in asking the Question. Sir, I
would like to -

OO DOIBIBHR o

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6iT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 08 WO eNwNm OBIE e, -
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G 08 WO €0B% D0
(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I would like myself to be heard.

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 08 mS N OTIEROB, 50Ds Bewdn 27(2)
0®TTVewsy OO ¢Y@un8w O® WICemw Oeweny
3129900 vyd & B8 ®od Bricd o @cmnd BwEo ©®
YR WO Bedmdr. dew Y@ WEWO By goows
RNV & O gBIB V. EPIWE, OF Bod Ymrw o
oty o & 00adsiVewsy B0 VIO @dEGO
>,

3®500@ Bedesy. [&9ids HE@z]

MG 08 S BNB% DWD0

(orenTLfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

OO DOIBNGWROB, B and yEm W sy yddsT.
WO GIWS  ged- [y BHE@H] ©C a0 Bnde  awy
y@dm»@e0 @ B8Enow 8w gnd. ¢& ©® 0® ydme yed
Bws OWO- [Ghidr HEz]

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

00T @0 BRBw Pewr’ vy WICwme ©HOITTVeWsY
®ed discretion O ER @D BwEr @ BODO sededd,
@0l & o- [ HE@n]

®G 08 G BNB% DWD0

(orenTfl@ rall &menTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

IR B0 98 ecsim. 0 ¢BBNBHOE Bedmdo,-
[P BE@z]

@O0 QNGBS

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

& 0000 8®ITVews? ®ed discretion Om ©¢mEn
B BODO 530 VINSO & wOITIVewsy ews o
BEOO e RE.

3@m00® Bedem, YeE, O wOmm ©ww» dS®m
0080 2@ 0dMeds eE ww O WOz
Bowdss ¢@ims o (§008w) n8sen yBudesc® &Bn®o.

O 68 WS 0BNBE DHD0
(orenTfl@ rall &HenTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®01 08 WO NG OIEROB, VIO 3O I
D00 ©®sTNews O BIOD emwRE. Pod
discretion ©= ¢5¥500 seded mS mOBTD yOOsy. ©vo 68
WO G500 OBIENOB, mSewmd a5y Oy,

Ofesny ¥meg BODE OO BCmdencs
0 OB 3w Sed D18 B8ede:
§e@ 8 H® O8I Bewdess

8@ un®ied YRw
m&HW H0IwM&Es Fireme aufld Assemevd
STiugmaTer o rdleir Couemevd gL L 1b:
BIF), S L1060 Lrgl ewigFiflerg)
S Hm)
INITIATIVE OF GOVERNMENT TO RESOLVE

US TARIFF ISSUE: STATEMENT BY DEPUTY
MINISTER OF FINANCE AND PLANNING

@0 (g008w) wosem ©8udens® dwm (e v

DO ©8031¢x Bewdss g@imsn®o)

(oresryflg  (sTHld) apiagewr @GAlwluCuEw - B,

S _6v Lird) ojewigair)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma - Deputy Minister

of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to reply to the Question
raised by the Hon. Sajith Premadasa under Standing
Order No. 27(2) on 09th April, 2025.

01. Notavailable.
02. Notapplicable.

03. Yes, it is available.

04. There are six members. The names of the six
members are, Robert B. Aderholt (Republican -
Alabama); Dina Titus (Democratic - Nevada);
Gerald E. Connolly (Democratic -Verginia); Al
Green (Democratic -Texas); Gwen Moore
(Democratic - Wisconsin) and Frank Pallone
(Democratic - New Jersey).

05. The Government has already issued a press
release in this regard. And, I will make
arrangements, Sir, to table a copy of that for the
information of the Hon. Members.

06. Several discussions had been held in this regard
and several measures have been implemented,
including official correspondence from the
Government of Sri Lanka to the Government of
the United States. We have had verbal as well as
in-person discussions, seeking clarifications and
exchanging data requested for. That will be of
help to continue the discussions, understand the
expectations and to identify solutions.

07. Discussions had been held with the Office of the
United States Trade Representative to facilitate
market access and to maintain the competitive
advantage that Sri Lanka enjoyed in the past.

08. To develop and implement a mutually beneficial
mechanism and to provide market access for
exporters from both countries. As outlined in the
official press release issued by the Government at
the beginning of the process, it intends to keep all
stakeholders updated in due course based on the
outcomes of this engagement.
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09. gu»y0y VOB WS SBBWOHRBD OBy B
8wdDS 5O,

* 5O guusinlm Daews’ Bwi®m O ik ©o
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R3O; e

* Bs w» &9 B Be»ds gumem edege
og YOE BBO 0® wewo ew OBIzH B
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10.  Strengthening the Bol, increasing transparency and
fairness in the process while increasing the
efficiency for investors to access, expediting the
implementation of National Single Window,
implementing mechanisms such as Global
Competitive Index to increase the ranking of Sri
Lanka, having a mechanism in order to minimize
and eliminate corruption within the institutions,
where an Internal Affairs Unit has already been
established to stop corruption-related activities like
seeking bribes from investors, identifying
strategically important areas, considering public-
private-people participation mechanisms,
preparing enabling regulations, facilitation of SME
listing, increasing efficiency of sharing of
information, improving regulatory responses
which are proportionate and commensurate with
the circumstances and development of market
infrastructure are some of the examples in this
regard.

11.  As discussions on tariff have not been finalized,
this will be considered based on the evolving
circumstances.

omed 0dns, J¥e 00N 0® weasiVews @
B8edg 0emmndn ¢d®y» mSE Beadmn, to prepare for
this in terms of diversification and facilitation. & 8&8a¢®
210188 BIOW wegrd, HHmuins edge omed wiem
888 wiedd) qumwey BDNBWmOenn, 10w 9180 D18
B0 RO e EOCO0 B Beemm -DI0HWSEY BEWI FO@S
Boe ©s0um® ©08dme BEOO adas O Bedg
BwrdOm DO, waf Bedn grewdsn YOSAm® W3 OB
wewr GO BOBAD Do @d® WS B0 gdes BwdJ
OB ©RO, 0O Bedn 0dnm VR ws dodn 8RO
BB WO OB® Y gd® WS GO wewy BOD W
©88Bm w1cy® 985 Sedn BBOw O ng ocdr MB®
wewy B0 wcu® wwd BB 8w 8 OBz ©OA.
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OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Ddyee yame, ©S (00De3) Co®nm0esy @8DGB0 Bwmo.

DOyene: @230 wWdL @I O
8e5Y®0 8388 WO Dnre gFBYHDe
Apliyflen: SaupTer GHDFFTL (HaHemer
OGN L_WTHS6SHTeTH 2 swyuilsst GBrig

spe0l/spaflLirlisnu @)ewL_Flmisslwienio
PRIVILEGE: SUSPENSION OF LIVE TELECAST OF
SPEECHES BASED ON MISLEADING
ALLEGATIONS

@G (00Dexs) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 50 DHmo

(oreisryfl@ (sweusbBli) @TrobrSHesT S)iddres)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Good morning to you! Sir, I am really thankful to you
for giving me this opportunity to raise this matter of
Privilege in Parliament.

Sir, I have given three letters. Now, 1 will read the
letter which was given on the 08™ of April, 2025. I have
given another letter on the 09th and again, I came to your
office and gave a letter dated 21st of April. I will read the
letter dated 08th April, as you have instructed me. Again,
thank you so much, Sir, I really appreciate it. The letter
states,

"Subject:  Request to Restore My
Parliamentary Privileges and Address the
Misleading Allegations Raised Against Me.

Hon. Speaker,

I, Dr. Ramanathan Archchuna, Member of
Parliament and the Leader of Independent
Group 17, respectfully write to bring to your
kind attention a matter of serious concern
pertaining to the restriction placed on
broadcasting my Parliamentary speeches
through official media and live telecasts of
Parliament.

It is with deep regret and dismay that I have
come to understand that this restriction was
imposed based on the statements made by Hon.
Bimal Rathnayake, the Leader of the House,
during the second week...."

I guess, it was on the 17th.

"....of March 2025, in which he alleged that
I had made derogatory remarks in Parliament
referring to a respected lady lawyer, Ms.
Swasthika Arulingam, in an undignified and
inappropriate manner,...."
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[0St (e0Dex) Cr®@s0esY abD8s @wmo]

He had mentioned that I have assaulted her in a
sexual manner. The letter goes on to state,

..... and additionally claimed that I had made
remarks offensive to the Muslim community in
Sri Lanka.

I categorically deny these allegations."

Again, I say that I categorically denying these
allegations.

"l am firmly committed to upholding the
dignity of this House and the rights of all
communities in Sri Lanka, including the Tamil
and Muslim minority populations, whom I
proudly represent."

I was given a mandate by the people of Jaffna, who
are Tamils and Muslims. So, kindly consider that.

"The statements made by Hon. Bimal
Rathnayake are not only factually incorrect but
have also resulted in serious consequences for
my rights as a Member of Parliament,
especially, the denial of my right to freely
address the House and have my voice heard by
the public through official Parliamentary
channels. "

You have made my voice unheard for about eight
days, which is the voice of the minorities.

"Your good office has, without conducting
any formal inquiry or providing me the
opportunity to respond, imposed a ban on
broadcasting my speeches. I view this as a
violation of my Parliamentary Privileges as
enshrined in the Constitution and the Standing
Orders of Parliament, particularly in light of the
fact that on previous occasions where similar or
more severe breaches occurred."

And nobody was expelled.

"On the contrary, | have been continuously
denied the opportunity to speak in this House
for over 77 days, without any appropriate
justification or due process. Meanwhile, other
Members who have made far more serious or
contentious statements have been allowed to
speak uninterrupted during multiple Sittings,
with no comparable punitive action being taken
against them."

Please, kindly note that.

"This selective enforcement of rules is
deeply concerning and undermines the
principles of equity and justice within
parliamentary proceedings.

As such, I humbly request the following:

1. That a formal inquiry be conducted into
the allegations raised by Hon. Bimal
Rathnayake to determine the truth and the
accuracy of his claims.

2. That immediate steps be taken to restore
my right.."

Unfortunately, I was punished.

".. to address the Parliament and to ensure
my speeches are transmitted and recorded
through all official Parliamentary media as per
standard procedure.

3. That disciplinary or corrective measures
be considered against Hon. Rathnayake if it is
found that he intentionally misled Parliament.."

I repeat "if it is found that he intentionally misled

Parliament.."

"..and tarnished my reputation and
Parliamentary Privileges."

Which is a wrong thing according to the Parliament
(Powers and Privileges) Act. If you allow me, I will
read from the Act.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please read what you have submitted.

@G (e0Dex3) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 5 DHmo
(omeisryfl@ (sweusbBlii) @TrobrSHesT Sjiddes)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Okay, Sir.

"4, That 1T be granted permission under
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act.."

Sir, I changed the submitted text there.

".. to raise this matter officially at the next
Sitting of Parliament,.."

This Question of Privilege was given on the 08th

of April, 2025.

".in order to ensure transparency and fairness.

Hon. Speaker, as a Tamil-speaking Member of
Parliament representing the historically underserved
Northern Province, I view this situation not only as a
personal injustice, but also as a broader issue of
equitable representation and respect for minority
voices in this august Chamber. I trust that your good
office will take the necessary steps to address this
matter promptly, justly and in keeping with the high
standards of dignity and impartiality that the Office of
the Hon. Speaker must uphold.

Furthermore, I am deeply concerned that this ban
may be influenced by the prevailing political
climate.."

I repeat "the prevailing political climate".

"..and sensitivities surrounding the Northern Province.."
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Where, now, you have lost at the polls.
"..where I serve as a Representative of the people."

You cut off my voice and lost at the polls.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please read what you have submitted.

@G (@00¢1) CrI®BNETY ¢85 Vs
(omevsr i@ (weudbBhwit) E)TroBTHeiT i FHevTT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

"I sincerely hope this action is not a politically
motivated measure aimed at suppressing minority
representation or dissenting voices in Parliament. I
respectfully urge your good office to ensure that an
impartial and transparent inquiry is conducted.."

Through the Committee on Ethics and Privileges

".to ascertain that no such political influence
has played a role in this decision, thereby
safeguarding the integrity of the Parliamentary
process.

Thank you for your kind attention.
Thank you.
Yours faithfully,

Dr. Ramanathan Archchuna
Hon. Member of Parliament
Jaffna District"

Hon. Speaker, I really appreciate you for letting me

speak in this Parliament after 77 days and again, after 30
days.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

I will take appropriate action.

88EBe®sIned mOyn

LTI TERHLOGTMD 96VI6M6V
BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

O BOE I¥mGH Dwmo
(omrevrLyfl@ LNsv Jé,g,rrujé;a;)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
Hon. Speaker, I move,

"That the proceedings on Item Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6
appearing on the Order Paper be exempted at this day’s Sitting
from the provisions of Standing Order No. 24(2) of the
Parliament."

2025 & 09 830

"Subsequently, it was agreed to enlist the Private Members'
Motions for debate suspending Standing Order No. 24(2) of
the Parliament.."

So, this is a decision of the Committee on

Parliamentary Business.

g S8z 8, et @@z Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL(B) 6TDms CIBmeTenLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

DOyesae @wIesBN

Aptiyflewiwols LGy remnewtassir
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Sir, this is based on a decision taken at the Meeting of
the Committee on Parliamentary Business held on 02nd
May, 2025 and the Minutes state, I quote:
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be
printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to
the Minister of Health and Mass Media for report.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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Hon. Member, you may present your Motion now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Suranga Rathnayake to second the Private
Members' Motion moved by the Hon. Hesha Withanage.
Hon. Rathnayaka, you have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, please. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna. You have
five minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, let him continue. I understand
what he speaks. Okay, you may proceed on the subject
under discussion, Hon. Archchuna.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you please speak on the Private
Members' Motion moved by the Hon. Hesha Withanage?
Could you please speak on that subject?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

I am talking about the Parliament (Powers and
Privileges) Act, Sir. Can I not talk about the Parliament
(Powers and Privileges) Act?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Would you first read the Private Members' Motion
moved by the Hon. Hesha Withange and then, speak on
that?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, this Motion is also regarding the Privileges of
Members of Parliament. I am talking about the Parliament

(Powers and Privileges) Act. Why are you disturbing me
in this manner? I have not spoken anything out of that
subject. Please understand.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I did acknowledge the receipt of that
letter when you brought this matter up yesterday. I just
want you to make a note of that.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

I really appreciate that.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi)

peall) sdved wdwem, Sume NED, BWIBNED
Bwee) R0 BB s ©wdm 5w & DHR0
Beastesy ©8Ee®xsined 8m»c8, od Bowdss
BDONEDROB. 0® BFWO gBBwO B Sy I Bug
DOYwcDRY Be0B0 »OB 88 ged ®»BO 00l e
Baead. ©© Bw 0® gEBs o8 Oy s SEm
PEHDHOC BBO mHond, Odywicws eBAD BB
Bxiny BEE Owery Bowddnewmd a8 o) e¢siesy vy,
®0; Bewdes mONEmOB. emne® ®» »HOC ©¥Ied
9esy H© Y »HOS BWOFO, WO BHOS wVWOFO, V@
edBw 0RO ¢8 & gumdwed® sdDens wmr. O
Bewdss ®Dnemne®B, ©0 mEe CR ¢BI5N0 RIS
©0eI® ERAE.

®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.

@G D8I BeBE8 Owmo

(omevsr i@ Filbhs alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO O3B, B WOBIEIO Ped 9BI®. BHFHEO
1988w gwosis eOmn.

©0 Bewdss »OnemneA, a8 e0md Bwsies’.
°®m VIO ed PeBPed D00, J hed® aBBs. e®
ewddsnd Someed OFOJewn odmbdig, Om
OYfOcewn eozndg Bwom OB 00edB  Ocen.
RO BDD od »OxTm. &» ®»IT® D8 O, VB
B BesIn. asisy I8 »OTs @y, & Bwo ¢8 Snmdo,
©® D1¢on ©1mamd e O 10 BEeDg v 05T OO
2wy Y@HBOT OO HOBOSwed BEnS, D Y
B8E8nd @¢8 Bur. IRV Bwy of BEEHOE mOmHDia
Doz mdews Bty godsl »H® a8 ged wwewlos
¢TI, ImemO dmymnded D00 RINOBIE s B
W08, @0 0008 ewdd Im AC®B. ¢85 9Fcsiesy
I8, Doemecry edE Bedm, Sn® D Bedm o®
00 28Bedrin OFOGITed Doy BeEE @y c
Beadmbiw =Bwes) mdee RO 8y WO
eusIODD 5O, 28 0® erenn) eudHEm OBIE ewl’rNd
BB 91380 ©d0n WO Bwod®m BHBe® DoRO 9J
OB B 29006 OO 0® 6DEIeD @nx SO,

B3B8 Sod euvebin 08d SmBs gds. WS,
OO @ 68 om Hood, 0Kd By . V&, 48
Ym0 B8RO 085 Pu®wd ¢gdig 10 856 Bw @
O O™, 850 W0 VWOwW @8 dow gy IO a8
B &R By, W8, 00 dwm FOCE BedsTesy eesY
OE8 aorle, e Bem adgcs Bedmdr. Eoo
DOYwag ©@0e0B8e? O wos dm w3 WY ORecHDEE
Bws) mdens Beadndo.

@S Bewdss G151 D )
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Shritharan, could you please make your speech
on the Private Members' Motion, the subject under
discussion?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister Ananda Wijepala to reply. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next Private Members’ Motion - P.12/2024 - to be
moved by the Hon. Rohana Bandara. Ten minutes have
been allotted to you, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri to second the Motion.
You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch and the ongoing Debate will be continued after
the lunch break.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. B. Ariyawansha. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi. You have
five minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have 5 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, I think you have
conveyed your concern.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, I think you have made
your point clear.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have made your point
very clear, I believe.
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Hon. Minister, can you make your clarification short?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, your point is clear.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, I will finish within 30 seconds.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe, you can take just 30
seconds, please.
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Next, the Hon. Rohana Bandara. You have five
minutes.
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The Hon.T.B. Sarath. We will listen to him also. You
can take one minute.
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Hon. Rohana Bandara, your time starts now.
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Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, shall 1 give you
time after the Hon. Rohana Bandara's speech?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, we will come to
that later.

Hon. Rohana Bandara, would you please continue?
Could we stick to the subject of the Motion under
discussion at the moment? We have to conclude the
Debate on this particular Private Members' Motion first.
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(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(oreirflg Lrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Now, we are going out of the subject of the Motion.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
e®mwic 88 ydmrw?

®0 Bewdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi. I will give
you 30 seconds.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi)
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@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could we please continue with the Debate? Does it
concern the Debate? - [Interruption.] Hon. Rohana
Bandara, would you please continue?

®C Desz¥m e3®G8e Dwmo
(orerfl@ ausFhs FwrdBian)

(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)
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(orenrfl@ (sweudglwui) E)TmioprEer o)idgerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO @5TD e DeFES DWwmn

(orewrLyfl@ Crmamesr LiewTLTT)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, does it concern the Debate going on at
the moment?

@06 (e0Dexs) Cod®s%0esT EDEB Owmo
(oreryfl@ (sweugglui) E)rmiopraer oidgerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

No, not at all, Sir.

O @5TD T DeFES Dwmn
(orewrLyfl@ Crmamesr LiswTLTT)
(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could we let the Hon. Member finish first because he
tried to start his speech thrice now?
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(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Berdss OrBNGEHDO)
(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe?
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(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)
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(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rohana Bandara, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rohana Bandara, your time is up. Could you
please conclude?
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(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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@R Yow SEFYIwmed e0edB. ¢8 ® edmemO
Gi8sE 88w 2,300 Bewed w0 Beamd, OO8.

®C @6THen Dedes Dwm

(oressryfl@ Crmamesst LiswrLTy)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, would you please conclude? Your time
is up; you have exhausted your time.
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(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(oreryflg (HevTHF) anias & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I have a point of Order to raise.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEH)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could you raise it within just 15 seconds, please? We
really have to catch up with the time.
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(orenTflg (He0THlF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, it is a major issue. It is the first time such a thing
happened in my 15 years in Parliament.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, I will give you
only 15 seconds.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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@6 Berdss OB

(wrevryfl@ Urdld Furbrwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, I got your point.
Thank you very much. - /Interruption.]

The next Private Members' Motion - P.19/2024 - is to
be moved by the Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri. Hon. Member,
you have ten minutes.
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PREPARATION OF A COURSE OF ACTION FOR THE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS GIVEN BY
THE AUDIT REPORTS

[e.e0. 1.57]
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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5827 955 o GE.

9 GLorBlgmi.
Seconded.

G S8z &Y, e @@ S,
afleorr GBI (5) THmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L gy.
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Whereupon THE HON. (DR.) (MS.) KAUSHALYA ARIYARATHNE

left the Chair, and THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA took
the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma - Deputy Minister

of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you very much for the
opportunity given to me. In fact, it is a privilege to
support the Motion put forward by the Hon. Lal
Premanath relating to a very timely and important subject
matter and which proposes that the structures and
buildings constructed in the pretext of development, but
yet abandoned, as of now, be used for the benefit of the
public and put to good use. This is a timely initiative that
is being proposed because the money that we had spent as
a nation over the years and decades on those belongs to
the people, money that people paid as taxes and money
that this nation has borrowed from foreign nations and
local parties. As a result, the Government has become
indebted and unable to service our debts. It is very
important to find out the exact amount we had spent on
those structures and buildings which need to be put into
good use. In that sense, it is a very timely proposal that
the Hon. Member has made and we sincerely support this
proposal.

The sad reality of these abandoned structures and
buildings, as of now, Sir, is that they have become a
menace to the society. They are currently being used for
illegal activities, have become breading grounds for
mosquitoes and places for dumping garbage creating
challenges to the society. On top of that, in addition to the
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money that the Government had spent on constructing
those buildings, it continues to spend on maintaining
those structures, whereas these structures and buildings
were expected to generate an income for the Government
and to provide services to public - the citizens, businesses
and investors and to facilitate the activities of the
Government. Instead, they have now become a burden to
the Government with additional expenses incurred to
maintain them because those were not constructed to the
right standard. Also, the objective of building those at that
time is very questionable, whether it was to build them to
the required quality standards or whether those were used
for the contractors and connected parties of politicians to
make money. Therefore, it has become a necessity for us
to put those buildings into right use, but, at the same time,
we have to identify what had happened as well.

Sir, our intention, as the present Government, is to put
those structures into right use after completing them. This
year's Budget has allocated or provided for the required
financial resources to complete them and to make use of
them for our requirements such as to build market places,
trading places, support tourism sector activities, business
activities and public activities and even for educational
purposes, training colleges or for whatever purposes they
are useful without taking further time.

It is not only the Government that is going to invest in
and do it, but we are going to do it with the participation
of the private sector under a PPP - Public-Private-People -
partnership. It is very important to understand the current
Government’s road map laid down through the input of
the Ministry of Finance and Planning and the Comptroller
Generals’ Office, under which these buildings and
structures are to be identified, data to be collected,
recorded and verified and the level of web structures and
web-based solutions are to be developed; dashboards will
be providing the necessary information. That is our wish.
It is not only a wish, the work has already commenced.
The particular system that we are referring to is not only
to track buildings, but also motor vehicles, other assets
and infrastructures of the Government as well. The part
relating to vehicles has already been completed. Our
ambition, Sir, is to complete the componant relating to
buildings before the end of this year.

We know it is an ambitious target considering the fact
that this project has been going on for a long period of
time. But, we are determined, with the help of the
officials who are involved, to complete this and to ensure
that we are able to give the benefit back to the people
who paid and who are continuing to pay for the financial
resources the then Governments had spent on those
structures.

Sir, I will take this opportunity to mention the
relevance of that initiative to this Debate going on at the
moment. Those buildings, as I mentioned earlier also,
were expected to provide services to the citizens and the
businesses of this nation including the SME sector and
our investors. Since I mentioned about the SME sector, |
would like to give some update to the House on parate
execution and the subsequent relief mechanism the

present Government implemented to assist them. We had
nearly Rs. 212 billion worth of loans that were in stage 3
default category. Through the relief mechanism we have
introduced, borrowers of the SME sector holding nearly
Rs. 81 billion worth of loans, to whom we are supposed
to serve through these structures and buildings invested
on, have reached out to the banking system, as of now,
for negotiations and discussions to obtain necessary
relief, who are about 40 per cent of the SME sector
business owners struggling and facing a lot of difficulties.
It is a good outcome, but not a very satisfactory outcome
as well. We wish that the remaining business community
of the SME sector would also reach out to the banks. So,
this is an invitation for them to reach out to the banks and
see whether the banks could continue to provide relief. Of
the 40 per cent borrowers who have reached out to the
banks, nearly Rs. 6 billion worth of loans have already
been restructured and the banks have informed us that
some have started repaying those loans as well. And, we
are happy to note that some banks as well have offered
benefits to them beyond what was originally anticipated.
So, it is a successful outcome, as of now, but we want to
engage more and more businesses, for them to reach out
to the banks, start discussing and negotiating with the
banks to see whether a successful deal could be reached
despite the deadline having ended.

So, as I have mentioned, this is a timely intervention
from the Government to ensure that the structures put up
with the financial resources allocated in the past are
identified, at least, now, completed and after completion,
are put to good use. We expect to use some of the
investments the investors who are awaiting and willing to
bring to Sri Lanka on those buildings and structures.
Some of those structures could be used to earn additional
income for the Government as well as for the private
sector. By contrast, they would contribute to the tax
revenue of the Government as well. But, what is more
important now is to focus on these structures currently
under-utilized or unutilized and worse still, being used
for illegal purposes. Through this engagement, we
believe, we would be able to achieve a good outcome.
Also, Government resources have been allocated, the
political will and support are there and government
servants are lined up to make sure that these projects are
completed.

Thank you very much, Sir, for the time allotted.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 20th
May, 2025.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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