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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -
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Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse - Deputy Speaker and Chairman

of Committees)
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Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Friday, 12th January, 2024.
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(The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse)
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Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Friday, 12th January, 2024.
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(The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse)
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Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Friday, 12th January, 2024.

euslesd®
kX
PETITIONS

oG 8.8. edo uwm (8@ ©wdux w@.DEN® Coess

3@ ®0)

(oreryflg 1.1 CGamrg - srebewL suarBIssT 9LlalBHshs)

BT TR ThIE HeHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. D.B. Herath - State Minister of Livestock

Development)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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SHORTAGE OF MEDICINES IN GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS:
PREVENTION
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)

@weas ¢@oosn®ensy e yame - (1):

(2) (i) w@®HS ced eddHEOE a® @l D8®
@20 gdddr 65 1R Redd ©HI®
@58 8D Dol B @B O,

(i) & ob¥neds’ odddx of auwEDOBTO
S50 DO,
On® Bwsienie?

(a0) (i) oded eddvFdEd Revd B VB3O wy
030 BOITIVewWsY DOBOER GIwBmB
@053 0053 Daewsy mOedc;

(i) B8R @dEHDEE c¥ed edfHEOE arm®
Rosd) 080 Bwd® wewr AL B oy
»oed;

(i) OB BeDO® 5O» &f ©08O0 vy @B
D@8 e,

®5I5) O 0OV DD exYOsIesIe?
() ozndeen®, S &xie?

FBETHTT YewdFFenyd Csl L allesrm:

(=) () A rEThs auSSHuFTenSHaNs)  pHFlev
L(BHSIUHHEHET (VLTS
CGurdwerailsy @) BLiLseT @)VeOTE  FhHBHTLI

LIBIGEBLD LIGeU T U|6TTOT6sT 6T63TLIGNS W|LD;

FlhTLILIMGIS EHLD

(i)  oyzer sryemIwrs Cprwmeriasr Lmiflw Ay
HEHI G 266N TIHSTMESTT 6TEITLIGN S U|LD;

OJeUT JHMISHC S TeiTeUTyT?



421 208E0®@sInd 422

[061 ePu Bmomred @mnsn]

(=) ()

STFTHIG  WUSHIFTEMVHEODSHG  LO(HHSI
Q& reiTeuesTe) LoHmLD

allBlICuwrdlgsssr  Carillsd  GurmiliyEam D

FHEW6ITd QFiIH6L
Geuemvmiqws Blmieuenmisst HeflssefGuw wreneu
STEITLIENS IL|LD;

(i)  wevGoumy FhgTILBIGD, SIFTHIS DeudbSl
Fremevsefley  @mFls  HHSI

uHDTEHEGmD THUBUSTLESHI HThHD ClFaIGH
WEITOT & T 6T BIGHET ILITEME 6TETLIENSU|LD 5

66 HHEI 6T

(i)  oeueurpTesT FLbLIUBISET LeSSTHID eJHLIL TS)(HLI
U@ CHOSTsTaTLILL (H6TOT [HL 611G d6MHSH6IT
WITEM6) 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

U @)FFewLdhE@ Plalliiumyr?
(@) @STCeb, syeir?

asked the Minister of Health:
(a)  Will he admit that -

() the cases of unavailability of certain drugs
and inadequacy of stocks are reported in
some public hospitals; and

(if) patients are severely inconvenienced as a
result?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

() the agencies responsible for procurement
and distribution of medicines to public
hospitals, separately;

(i) the reasons for the frequent medicine
shortages in public hospitals; and

(iii) the measures that have been taken to
prevent the recurrence of such incidents?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Industries
and Minister of Health)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the daily income earned by the Sri Lanka
Transport Board;

(i) the number of kilometres that the fleet of
buses of the Sri Lanka Transport Board run
on a daily basis;

(iii)  the daily fuel requirement for the aforesaid
schedule; and

the cost incurred on fuel ?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of
Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Ishe aware that that -

(i) the bridge from Velanaithurai to
Pungudutivu, Madaththuveli, which is
located in the Velanai Divisional

Secretary’s Division in the Jaffna District,
is one of the longest bridges in Sri Lanka;

(if) it has become very dangerous to cross the
aforesaid bridge; and

(iii)  many accidents occur on this bridge?

(b)  Will he inform this House -
(i) the length of the aforesaid bridge;

(i) the factors that cause the aforesaid
accidents;

(iif)  the year in which the aforesaid bridge was
last renovated;

(iv)  the amount of money that was spent on the
aforesaid renovation work;

(v) the funding source for such renovation; and
(vi)  the time frame within which the aforesaid
bridge will be completely renovated?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of persons who have been
recruited by the Department of Multi-
Purpose Development Task Force under the
programme  of  providing 100,000
employment opportunities;

(i) the respective institutions and posts to
which the said employees are attached;

(iii)  the number of employed persons who have
been confirmed in the service to date;

(iv) the existing programme for  the
confirmation of the job holders who have
not yet been confirmed in the service; and

(v) whether a promotion strategy and welfare
programme have been prepared for the
above employees?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

separately, the number of students who died
and were injured after the cab they were
travelling in toppled during a vehicle
parade of the Dharmadutha College,
Badulla held recently;

whether the Ministry of Education has
conducted an investigation regarding the
aforesaid accident; and

if so, the conclusions of the aforesaid
investigation?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@

(ii)

whether guidelines have been stipulated to
be followed when holding vehicle parades
by schools; and

if so, what the aforesaid guidelines are?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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@) @Coe, seir?

asked the Minister of Mass Media:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

() pensions are yet to be paid to 18 employees
who had retired 25 years ago after serving
in the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation
(SLBC) as recommended by the Human
Rights Commission of Sri Lanka and the
Public Petitions Committee of the
Parliament;

(i) all Secretaries to the Ministries have been
informed to implement the
recommendations made by the Human
Rights Commission through  Public
Administration Circular 17/2005;

(iii)) the then Chairman of the SLBC had
informed the then Minister and the
Secretary that the aforesaid 18 employees
are entitled to receive pensions; and

(iv) even the then Additional Director to the
Ministry of Mass Media had recommended
to the Director General of Pensions that
pensions are needed to be paid to the
aforesaid employees as well?

(b) If so, will he inform this House of the date the
pensions will be paid to the aforesaid 18
employees?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(=) @sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(a)  Will he inform the House -

(i) whether a decision has been reached to
install an oil pipeline from India to Sri
Lanka;

(i) if so, what underlying factors influenced
the reaching of that decision;

(iii)  the objectives of installing that oil pipeline;
and

(iv) the effect the installing of the oil pipeline
will have on the energy sector of Sri
Lanka?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of organizations proscribed
after the Easter attack in Sri Lanka;

(if)  their names;

(iii) the reasons that led to the proscription of
those organisations;

(iv) out of those organisations, the organisations
of which the proscription has been lifted at
present;

(v) the reasons that led to the lifting of such
proscription; and

(vi) the measures that have already been taken
and the measures that will be taken in future
in order to enforce the law against the
persons who are directly and indirectly
responsible for the Easter attack?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a process to purchase and
stock fish during gluts in Sri Lanka;

(i) if so, whether there are storage facilities
available for buffer stocks;

(iii) whether there is a procedure to ensure the
availability of fish at reasonable prices
during lean periods; and

(iv) whether there is a safety net which protects
both the fisherman and the consumer?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation

Industries:

(a)  Will he inform the House -

)

(ii)

(iii)

the coconut prices prevailed in Sri Lanka in
each of the years from 2018 to 2022,
separately;

whether there has been an escalation in
price of coconut as against the production
cost; and

what measures have been adopted by the
Government to keep the price of coconut at
a high level?

(b)  Will he also inform the House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

how many coconuts were imported to Sri
Lanka in each of the years from 2018 to
2022 and what expenditure was borne for
that in each year, separately;

which countries the coconuts were imported
from and who the importers were,
separately; and

the reasons for importing coconut to Sri
Lanka?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! 800 o0 Bedmw wews wwed B»IYRH
eed 867 1.00 ¢x500 g8 8QOmDo.

def8® 5O g¢pnmed »0mE»O g HQO» &Y, .t
1.000 230 80502 G&.

BTG GYwiey Bl BlyssLil B, ..
T d Y ribLiomulnmy.

1.00  wenfls @

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

8906 O eEWO

(2_zalld GeFwevreri BTwisLd)

(Assistant Secretary-General)

WO, WYTE 0wl ©0; OFDCewn GEiwm e
8 O OIBOJwmed »HOW ewlssn ®OBIB.

@G (e00¢15) ®wIvsy HOBBIE Owmo

(oressryfl@ (weusPli HOTHH) HWTOGTET HoussTHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda)

"©01 868®s BS8Bew OBIE®s ¢125Y YRowmws O @y
8 00 ewdtsn DO,

@0 (89028 w3) e36 BeudmS ®wmo
(oressrfl@ (BvTHH) F1d ofrCarsr)
(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

E8sY I8 wo» @&
2 GLorBlg .
Seconded.

amaw E®esz 8, et es®@» Ses.
el lBlbH LI (B) 7MY CIBTaraTLILIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.

229070 @0 S0g@z S0 P §oes239078) Ses.

YSHTLIMS, LTeTLIEG O FoiossT S THIBIND YT FH6T HNVDLD
UBIG ST 560

Whereupon THE HON. WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE took
the Chair.

OO YRoe306:e) OBIE @

(oressTfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan, you have 14 minutes
more.

@G e BEOEm0esT Qwmo
(oTeTLLll@ FTET6V BTLD6VBTSH6T)
(The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan)
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O (HSHTHUNIETOT HTEUIIHET 2 1 LI, GUBISTENE) QIIDLILI
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,STTEV,

aumkIsTeneULl LITCEHF L0ddE1hd: @ eupmIsLILIL ailsDsnev.

@O Roe305:e) OIE @0

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Please, wind up.

©S DaFed BEOEH¢sT @wmo

(omrevorLyLfl@ FreiTerv Bl LoV BT S 60T)

(The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan)

@ollurs, prer @mi@g @GO L auTm  WwdhHemert
QurmerTsTrsgled  CUBSSHIUSMTL THESTET  BTL Iy
LW QUTHTTSTISmS BeweOBTL L (g, UL &
WrEHTeTSSe)  eueysstwr  sallibs westesrmi, HeafllQprad,
WrpLiLrenTd, WPeewevsbey < pslw 4 wreul L biseflen
LBSSToUTSH6T B BWTH (B)(HHHBSTDTTHET. S|BIE 6THBISEHEDL I
UrGsadlepisiter sL_purliys@Gst Geuafllprl (Bl UL GssT
QUBGl 6TBISEHEWL W LEESToUTSHEHED LI UH»EVEHEDET LI ILIg)LD
sTBgEhewLw LNrGssmisaflasion &L 60 eusTBIGemer Iysierfls
QFVeUGHILTSH @) HBESTDEIT. YTV, HTFTHIGLD @)euDenD
O[CEZL TR
QUTHTTSTISH 2 WidsTsH Brigeenlw QU merT

& 6W9T () B 55 T 63T TLO6V U &ECeu,  WoHHMETL
STrD  Ths euensulle)d Gl TOSETUS  sTeTaIeML W

BG5S @) HSADS). peryl!

®C §Roe85006:8) O n®o

(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNGTT Sj6uTdher)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bgwd, ©C D Sedeldms GLIBRD. VIO
5208 192 macwsl Beads .

Order, please! ©® @ddNedd @mYSEY owd ©d;
OBOcewE YRrwmrw wewr ®d edE @S OIEn®ied
DO ewidmI MOBIB.

®5 @®WIT ©e3®Bow DWwmo

(oressryfl@ GFaprer CFdlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

Gow0Gi®) ©C; OIEROB, "0 0D WY O En®o
53 Romw 05 Gno'' 8 ® ewddnn OB d.

o6 8T amsle agfoded @wvm

(orair @ wadlbsTarbs Sjgisew&Es)
(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)

5827 955 o GE.

9 GLorBlgmi.
Seconded.

G S8z &Y, e @@ S,
afleorir lBGlbHLILIL (B) TmmYs%CIBTTaTLILIL L F).
Question put, and agreed to.

e ® @00 Sog@» S0l Owms rewmewsy 9O
Gowsy, o0; @Og 29@28 Owmo GEres220;8) Sas.

YSOTLIDG, Il  afjswer  afydEian  yeuidseir
YSBITFOTES TR YHVGer, LoTewTLIG Cousy) SHLomi Syeuidser
BEWCVGHLD 615]%55/T1T 5617

Whereupon THE HON. WEERASUMANA WEERASINGHE left the
Chair, and THE HON. VELU KUMAR took the Chair.
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Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna.
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Hon. Minister, the Plantation Management Monitoring
Division was created to monitor the RPCs, not the
workers. When the Agreement between the Sri Lankan
Government and the 22 RPCs was signed - the golden
shareholder is the Secretary to the Treasury - they created
a division called the Plantation Management Monitoring
Division under the Ministry of Plantation Industries to
monitor the management of those estates. But, Hon.
Minister, I am sorry to say that the Plantation
Management Monitoring Division is not monitoring the
companies, but the workers. They are sending quit notices
and are pulling the workers out onto the road after

working in the estates for four to five generations, for the
last 200 years. I think, Hon. Minister, you must know
this. Please, I want you to get involved in this matter.

About 16,000 hectares of land have been abandoned
by the RPCs. At that time, the Government leased out the
estates of three institutions - the JEDB, the SPC and the
"Usawasama ", which is now called the Elkaduwa
Plantations Limited - to the 22 RPCs for easy
management. But, Hon. Minister, do you know what
ultimately happened? There are only five owners for
those 22 companies; they go under different names, but
there are only five owners. They are running a mafia in
the plantation sector, violating the labour law, violating
the Collective Agreement. They are fighting with the
Minister of Labour; they are going to court against the
Government Gazette with regard to the workers' wages.
What is this, Hon. Minister? They have been paying the
workers only Rs. 1,000 per day for the last three years.
Now, the cost of living has gone up, everybody knows
that. The employees of all the sectors are getting wage
increases. The Hon. President summoned those 22
companies and informed them to do the needful to pay a
daily wage of Rs. 1,700 or more. Still, they are delaying
that. State properties have been abandoned; they have
closed down the factories, which are now called “silent
factories”. Sir, 1.2 million workers were there when the
Government handed over those estates to the RPCs in
1992. Now, only 143,000 workers are there, but the
extent of land is the same. As a result, all the estates have
become jungles and there are wild animals also. Out of
those 143,000 workers, 80 per cent are women. The male
workers stood against the management and most of them
have now left the estates. They are coming out with a lot
of stories, but all are lies, Hon. Minister. Sir, we like this
country and want to serve our nation. So, please take
steps, Hon. Minister, regarding this matter, I am humbly
requesting you.

Also, Sir, when the JEDB, the SLSPC and Elkaduwa
Plantations Limited lease out those estates to private
companies, they have to settle the EPF and ETF
contributions of the workers. They still have an amount
of Rs. 500 million to settle as EPF and ETF.
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DO o306 BTG ®o

(oreT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 MILILNeTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@G 08edd yedd dwme

(orenTLyfl@ eaugBousd &Creig)

(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

Please give me two more minutes, Sir.

Hon. Minister, without the approval of the PMMD,
they cannot cut trees. But, they have cut trees; non-stop,
they have been cutting trees. As a result, in the up-
country, we are now facing earthslips. In those days, we
did not have this number of earthslips. Now, it is
happening because they have cut trees. Hon. Minister,
please send a monitoring team and check on that. So, that
is what is happening. Then, those "silent factories" belong
to the Government and the RPCs are selling the iron in
those factories; they have removed the machines and sold
everything.
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A very short time, six minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Please give me a few more minutes, Sir, and I will
wind up.
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Hon. Member, is there any document that you wish to
table?

@G (890283) w8y ¢ BFDr Bwmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Yes, Sir. I am tabling* some proposals on taxes
charged and also a part of the First Report of the
Committee on Ways and Means. Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)

GRowNnG®) ©O OTIEROA, ¢dednd a 80 BEAed
RIS &SBE.

First of all, Sir, I take this opportunity to wish you on
your birthday.
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Thank you.
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I wonder whether you are older to me or younger
to me. Anyway, a happy birthday to you!
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I think you have been doing a tremendous job as
Chairman of the Parliamentary Caucus for Open
Parliament Initiative, of which I am the Secretary. So, I
hope you would carry on doing the good work you have
been doing for the last few years.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. M. Udayakumar. You have five
minutes.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I think I have more time than
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You have two more minutes.
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I had eight minutes, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

You were given five minutes and there are two
minutes remaining.
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Okay, Sir.
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Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. M. Udayakumar)

Sir, I am going to finish now.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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Sir, I need a few seconds.
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Next, the Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasiri. You have five
minutes.
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It being 5.30 p.m.., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.30 p.m. until 9.30
a.m. on Friday, 12th January, 2024.
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