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SHEMEVEHLD U S ST T 6.
The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Ordered that the Reports be printed.
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - State Minister of

Transport)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Yes, Hon. Lakshman Kiriella?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of

Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) V.Radhakrishnan)

Hon. Speaker, 1 present the Report of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education on the -

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Department of
Examinations, Sri Lanka for the year 2022;

(i) Annual Performance Report of the Educational
Publication Department for the year 2022; and

(iii)) Annual Report of the National Educational
Commission for the year 2022,

which were referred to the said Committee.
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Sir, I would like to mention here that today, we are
having a meeting of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Education to discuss educational reforms. If there is
anybody who would like to participate in that, I am
inviting them, because the relevant officials will be
coming today.

e300 Om HIw 9wl Bowlw o @&
FUTLTL_GFs0 ()55 w1 1_ewemull_LiLiL" 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

extes®
LDS)| &3 61T
PETITIONS

O GusI® 3RBwdBI O™

(oressTyfl@ 0FbHS eV wieussTEIr)

(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) how many archaeological sites are in
existence in each of the Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions in the Ratnapura
District, separately; and

(i) the amount of money that has been spent
since 2015 for developing the sites?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka -
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)
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asked the Minister of Defence:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which the intelligence services
received information during the period
before the Easter attack that took place in
Sri Lanka to the effect that such an attack
may be launched ;

(i) the names of the government institutions
and the officers to whom such information
had been sent, separately;

(iii) whether the sections concerned had given
due attention to such information and
adopted necessary measures after receiving
such information;

(iv) the information that has been recorded in
the Report of the Presidential Commission
of Inquiry into the Easter Sunday attacks to
the effect that due attention was not given to
the information passed by intelligence
services and the names of officers
associated with it; and

(v) the courses of action that have been taken
by now and what courses of action will be
taken in future against the persons who did
not take proper measures in respect of the
intelligence information concerned,
separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources eoindicoc
Conservation: e eI
. . . B
(@)  Will she inform this House - cRoce 2Toce
. . BRB@oz&
(i) the number of holiday bungalows of the
Department of Wildlife Conservation; eOovsende
(i)  their locations; and wod D00
(iii) the income that has been generated out of S =685
these holiday bungalows from the year Q0§
2019 to date? 09 aed
(b)  Will she also inform this House - ©80808w
(i) whether any methodology has been ome@ed
formulated to provide accommodation 0]
facilities for foreigners in the holiday )
) bungalows coming 1'1nder the Ministry; and B enind ombe
(i)  the number of tourists who have made use o &G
of the above holiday bungalows from the chEmbe
year 2019 to date?
»c8c
(¢) Ifnot, why? Boc
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law) P
B0 DANNGEHDOB, DHED wo O s wodsen OEC
225980 0OMEdET @ OO Yyd»WwO B8ERC wwinn* 20 gm0
S50 @E 8104 IO
@008
* gseneduns O 2 ¢ 8EDO: sncedsienid
* FLTLTL_ GBIV sweussLii L aflswr_; 80RemIBE
* Answer tabled: R od0m
(@) () 50 (@e0e 47, 080e®08 03) 90w

(i) eo> GRS cufod. (ili) @B, som Qe ed.

5B EevBIS 2300102 BDoescs D&Bes 32600 (518a )
G0 BEE 2.0 BEE 2019 24.,644,545.05
RIS TGS RG] 2020 18,973,008.43
oo Ed® 2021 16,790,756.24
odee 9BB@0C 2022 26,422,099.39
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[0S D853 BedBS @wmn]

asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the amounts granted
by the Treasury to the Sri Lanka Transport Board,
separately in respect of each of the years from
2010 to 2015 as subsidy for-

() monthly and annual season tickets;

(i) season tickets issued to personnel of the
three forces and the Police; and

(iii)  transport services operated as “Nisi Seriya”,
“Gemi Seriya” and “Sisu Seriya”?

(b) Will he also inform this House whether the

subsidies concerned are still granted by the
Treasury?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@6 BBeg (300:80) 638E eyg@Bwsin Swmo

(wressryll@ #LU L ggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCToWbHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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* Answer tabled:

(@ () oo

O8sw | ®eE/0d08esc/mE8m Bexe Beysy
©CW B OB B¢ Dl yoda vy
¢ D0 BoedeoMmCw DB b8
C @ B¢ N0 e (Gi8eE
B8Bu»)
2010 1,369.00
2011 1,385.71
2012 303.76
2013 1,464.95
2014 1,701.64
2015 5.33
(i)
DEBeBOR Y W e BEDBsIO
By ©0m B¢ 010 yedn vy wewo
©0 WIS BE5Y D8O Eao
@B ¢ wHBN0 e (G 8weE BEum)
2010 171.79
2011 186.66
2012 155.24
2013 27791
2014 272.63
2015 231.22
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2010 222.56
2011 144.09
2012 145.42
2013 209.02
2014 189.34
2015 186.95
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)

On® ol BOD, 9CEE qEedmr BweEr. o®ime, a8
Boens D18m0E wnInm BE. S Boens D8md0 gud -

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Em 38 ydmrens 0vnedBes’. duFe snemn® evd
e @xfOdewn evd 88w e ¢18 Bwcs awsim
RIN@VO, ©OO aBBw Bywr.

oG BB cBEOsT BBaFE ©vmo
(oressTfl@ FL_LSgTemtl VgL &lflsTs6V)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha on behalf of the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms; to be
read a Second time upon

Thursday, 21st December, 2023 and to be printed; and to be
referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha on behalf of the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms; to be
read a Second time upon

Thursday, 21st December, 2023 and to be printed; and to be
referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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I think our biggest challenge is that we should not be
drawn into any particular camp and seen as we are an
extension of a particular country, a particular region or a
particular alliance. On the basis of the instructions given
to me and also on the experience of the Hon. President,
Sri Lankan foreign policy is, “friendship towards all and
enmity towards none.” I think we have succeeded in that.
The Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe had been able
to talk to many of the leaders all over the world
particularly, the big powers. He visited India; he visited
China; he visited Japan twice; he visited France; he
visited Germany; he went to UAE and attended the
COP28 of the UNFCCC; he engaged with many leaders
in the world and articulated Sri Lanka’s vision. I think,
because we have done that, without getting entangled into
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a pro-country strategy, but standing together as an
independent sovereign State, we have got the respect,
which Sri Lanka richly deserves. As a result of it, we have
been able to conclude the debt restructuring process to a
great extent; get those assurances which were required
and was able to get the IMF first tranche. I am certain
that we will get the second tranche within the next couple
of weeks. So, I think we are doing things in the right
direction.
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& 8xde, if you wait for that perfect law to come, it will
never come, but any progress in the right direction should
be attained. Therefore, I will always stand for a country
where all Sri Lankan citizens irrespective of their race,
religion, caste and language, should be part of this
governing; should be able to live with dignity and for
that, we will continue to make whatever possible
contribution. But, I also urge that we must get out of this
separatist tendency.

I am sorry to say that, a few days ago, we had a
beautiful programme to talk about the Sri Lankan
expatriate community’s contribution in another country.
A lot of people spoke so well about Sri Lanka, how they
want to contribute to the Sri Lankan society, but some
representatives who represented a particular community,
were not talking about Sri Lanka or Sri Lankan unity,
they were talking about separatist ideals and creating a
homeland. Where are we going? What are we going to
achieve? I think that is where we have gone wrong.

As far as our engagement with the UN is concerned,
Hon. Chairman, we will continue to engage. We have
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been taking part in what is known as the UPR process-
Universal Periodical Review. We are going to the Cabinet
to establish a oversight committee within the Cabinet, and
to implement those recommendations which we have
adopted. But we will not be bullied by any Western
countries who practice hypocritical double standard and
tell us how we should run our country. We will never be
bullied by that. We will do what is good for our people in
this country. We will include everybody, but we will not
be bullied, because I have no intention of going and
seeking the refuge in some other country. Therefore, I
have no obligation in this role other than for my country
and what is good for my country.

I must also say we have absolutely no problem with
those countries and their administration, but we have
some problems with some of the politicians. The External
Affairs Minister of India very correctly pointed out that
the world is driven by “vote-bank politics”, which is very
true. So, we are not going to cater to the "vote-bank
politics" of Western capitals. We are a sovereign State.
We are not going to beg and give up our rights and our
sovereignty just to create a few jobs. It has to be a
dignified, sovereign relationship between our country and
any country in the world. That is how we can stand up;
that is how we will survive and that is the only way

forward. Sri Lanka had done in the past. That is what we
are doing now and that is how we should do in the future.

Thank you very much, Hon. Chairman.
o6 o853 oygdes B8 adDed

BNBDR )

(wressryll@ #edls LICTgTan - T8lTEaL_ & WHevsuT)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa -Leader of the Opposition)

O ®SBANOB, ¢ Do Bdicws SOTedn
eDed @0 lunch break dex 0D @devs »OEH
WOBID @DEFND CRo @¢sIm Bwo OO 9EROW W»omIDr. ©®
Boiesy & wewr ¢ @B8n&ed BoddRmd vy O® Bwe
280 & gDEGd o ecsim.

®wmo (86D

®S 398 BDO)

(wrenTLLlE sallgrart jeuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

I OB 5y, B8Ee®sInd € ded @Dco.

@G (80008 w) w8s ¢ BFDo Owmo
(orenr Ll (He0THF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

I just want to make a correction to what the Hon.
Minister said. The original system of the Consular
Division was made electronic in 2017. It was done on the
direction of Ambassador S. S. Ganegama Arachchi. We
won the best award for e-governance that year. Hon.
Minister, it is good that you talked about the good things
that have been done, but also, you must recognize how it
happened. So, you did not create the e-DAS system; the e
-DAS system was created in 2017. I just want to make
that point so that, in future, you would not make that
mistake.

O B50BsB BB 98.4.08. g8 dB Owvmo
(oressTfl@ FarTH UL FLL Sgrewt] 6Tib.wy.6Tb. 68 FLuifl)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Sir, I will just respond to that. I never talked about the
e-DAS system. We introduced the e-channelling system
last year in order to give appointments. That eliminated
the queues. Then, we connected it with the Ministry of
Education three months ago. That eliminated the queues
of people who were asked to be physically present, by 50
per cent. Of course, the computer systems were there, but
at the time we took over, you know how many days they
had to wait in queues; there were thousands of people in
queues. I think Hon. State Minister Tharaka Balasuriya
will be able to clarify that.

@G (89028) w8y ¢ BFDr Bwmmo

(oressrfl@ (STHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Chairman, can I have the microphone, please?

Hon. Minister, let us be honest. Sir, then, the actual
waiting time was six hours. When we did it under the late
Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, we brought it down to 10
minutes by creating the e-DAS system. It is because these
people messed up this country that there were so many
people wanting to leave the country. That is what
happened. So, let us be honest about what we are saying.
That is all I am saying. Give the credit to people who did
it. - [Interruption] Do not shout, Hon. Minister. -
[Interruption] 1 never said anything about myself; I never
said anything about me. I said about the late Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera. Just tell the truth. You all created
all that nonsense! - [Interruption] You do not need to
scream like that - [Interruption]

®0 B0duB Bl ©0.4.90. a8 ©wdHT Swvmn

(orevrLfl@ FerTlug) FL L &g Tewt 6Tid.wy,.6TiD. (60 &)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Hon. Chairman, I never take anybody's credit. I gave
the credit to my State Minister; he is the one who was
behind this. It is easy for somebody to write theories and
make lectures. What matters is how it is executed on the
ground and how challenges are taken on and faced. Do
that, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. - [Interruption]

@0 (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Bwmo

(oressrifl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Chairman, let me respond. He is talking to me.

®C BWIBBRO

(wreiTLLilE sallgTari ojeuiger)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva?

@G (§0028w) w8s ¢ BFDr ®wmo

(oressrfl@ (S0THH) aniag & Asvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, let me respond. Do not try to make insinuations
against me, Hon. Minister. What did you do? You say
that you are standing up for every community in this
country. But, what did you do? Did you stand up for your
own community?
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O B5NB8B BB 90.4.098. g8 03 Svmo

(oressryfl@ FaTTSILS FLULSHrewt] eTid. w6110, 6 Fiif)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

You do not know how many times I stood up for
them!

@G (8028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(orewryllg (HevTHF) anias & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Did you stand up for the Muslims?

®0 BIuB BBeg ©90.4.90. a8 AT Swmo
(rewr @ FearTdlugd FL L g rewnt 6Tib. w67, (60 FL1ifl)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Yes! - [Interruption]

®3 B398 BRO0

(wrenTyLil@ sallgrari jeuiss)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Please, calm down!.

@0 D0m DR@dec Owm (Seder WmOgm Cids
8@ ®0)

(wrewryflg  sTrdHs  uTe@flw -  GeuaflBri L gieusvaser
B\ TTRTEIS HEHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

298 83eddes.
STUPBSITIT.
rose.

®S 398 B DO

(wrevTLil@ sallerart Seuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Let us listen to the Hon. State Minister now. -
[Interruption] Please, calm down.

®C 506% DoeyBw Swmo

(wressTyll@ STréHE LTeV@sTW)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Hon. Member, I am trying to provide a clarification.-
[Interruption]

®S 398D ®)

(wrenTLil@ sallFrart jeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Please calm down, Hon. Minister. Let the Hon. State
Minister explain. - [Interruption] Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de
Silva, please calm down.

@G D6 DB Swmo

(oressyll@ STrEeS LTeL@: )

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, if you just calm down, I
can provide a clarification.

Yes, the e-DAS was created during the "Y ahapalana”
period and what we did was, we integrated that with other
institutions such as the Department of Examinations. So,

now, nobody has to come to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. One can get the certificates from - [Interruption]
Let me finish, please. You can get the certificates from
your laptop or your home computer now.

Now, if it is a question about who gets the credit, I
really do not care. What we really care about is that the
people are getting a better service and I think we all
should get together and work towards that end without
arguing who did it or who should get the credit for it.

®C eB3IBBO

(oresstLy Lol sallgTart ojeuiseir)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Exactly.

@S (80028w) w88 ¢ BT Owmo

(wrevrfl@ (HevTHS)) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I appreciate the gentlemanliness of that response; I
appreciate it, Hon. Chairman. That is how we need to
work.

But, I did not mention my name. I only mentioned
Ganegama  Arachchi's and the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera's names. That is all T did. So, I am not
trying to take any credit that is not due to me, but what I
am saying is, let us be honest. Nobody needs to shout and
scream.

®C 38O

(wreirLLilE sallgTari ojauirgsr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Now, the matter is settled.

@01 (9008 w) w&e ¢ 8BS Owmo

(oressryfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

What the Hon. State Minister said is correct; that is
fine.

®C 38BN

(wrenrLlg sallgrari ojeuider)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Now, let the Hon. Leader of the Opposition start his
speech.

[11.05 am.]

oo, 685 oYdcs Owm s8@B0ed
2536 &)
(wresrfl@ #edls UIBTgTen - 18lTEaL 8 WpHeveurm)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
Hon. Chairman, let me at the outset explain my attire
today. I am wearing this shawl to express my solidarity in
attaining peace in the Middle East and also peace and
security worldwide.

(Bsida

Then, Sir, I want to follow on from the Hon. (Dr.)
Harsha de Silva and would like to say that theories and
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lectures are important. That is how we obtain higher
education. But, I think lectures, theories and ideologies
should be transformed and translated into action. That is
what is most important.

Sir, I think the foreign policy, the external policy or
whatever you may call it, forms one of the basic fulcrums
of governance. A strong, innovative, vibrant, thought-
provoking, result-oriented foreign policy is of great
benefit to our own nation-state.

One of the most important international legal dictums
is - I will say it in Latin first- pacta sunt servanda.. 1 am
sure that the Hon. Ali Sabry is very much aware of it. The
meaning of it is “thou shalt abide by one’s agreements.”
Sir, unfortunately, our track record in terms of abiding by
agreements is quite dismal. We remember that in 2019,
soon after the end of the war, there was a Joint Statement
signed by the then UN Secretary-General and the then
President, His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa, but the
substance of that Joint Statement was not implemented.
With regard to the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission - LLRC, the Consultation Task Force on
Reconciliation Mechanisms, the Udalagama Commission,
the Paranagama Commission, in all of those instances,
unfortunately, Sri Lanka abrogated its responsibility of
abiding by agreements. Pacta sunt servanda - abiding by
agreements - is of essence in a credible foreign policy. In
a foreign policy, credibility is also very important,
whether the agreements are oral or written.

We have been a signatory to the protection of human
rights, civic rights, political rights, economic, social,
cultural, and religious rights, but, unfortunately, in the
domestic jurisdiction, the Government has embarked on a
so-called Online Safety Bill and also on an Anti-
Terrorism Bill, which destroy the very essence of
democracy, the freedom of speech, the freedom of
thought, the freedom of affiliation to political parties and
expressing one’s vision and wishes.

Sir, I think it is very important that Sri Lanka's
Foreign Policy, in actual fact, walks the talk; Be» od
B0 Soda yBusBuen Hudon B3O ¢Balsi® Dicen.
The sine quo non for a successful foreign policy or the
indispensable requirement for an achievement-oriented
foreign policy is, credibility. We need to have credibility,
internationally and domestically. So, I think we have to
commit ourselves to protect human rights. Today, I am
wearing this shawl as a symbol of Sri Lanka’s wish for
international peace and security as well as in the Middle
East. We condemn unconditionally the attacks on
civilians perpetrated by all actors and stakeholders on
both sides of the divide; we condemn those heinous
attacks.

0® abyced ecued® 9uimy medthw® 83F ykd
s8un Woeenm, 8IEF YHO ol moenm ® IEE
WOBIZN G qOI® Yoo ¢8 mied yhFeds mmn.
®DOC, ¢ e 83E yoOBwsl 8w W® -wimme
8O- wfE wdDS -wowidwe- 8 BsEe a8 yAFeds
DO, OO ©® wOWwe B Rcevm Lobby de o

208Ee®5nd
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O30 Q0 Bewddme mO® OO OWEr OFDJews
®ees? @, " alsler’ sveEBDm SHd edmedsT
Bm3e?" Bwes. ©© BOD, "mnw, e@m geery ecim
00w eOMNEDS" BwuEr. 0®ime, eCI® wdw REST »HOK
oCIm &HOiDwe ¢ edsfexd; you need to have
international peace for international stability. ®® @80
BOBIHO RN, 6O BE @B BImIB WOTIHO HOOBY
PD. god Jedd &BDcw, %B e, GwHn®dics, Fnd®
eWew OB ¥ eIOMBW P ®m mes ¢8 S nded
yBFeds momDr. We need to have Sri Lankanism; gesd
20 § CooBmBO® w1 B meDE&.

@0 Beden »O@m a@snd®B, g’ uvd gwBIHO
Cle e, DIN@ed @B RRd ©OITD BEl8sy B8
G0 OB WO® 2D. See® eLdDdn mom &
Buceemd god ygwics s¢ 0 B3, & gnc® ©®
0wldmn0 BOH. ged 00 88 Hey wdusx Im, 8O
CODE m¥ur WO Bednm wduw S B 08x ewd
eI OB DHOWE! & Ded®, e® Ced FYeu wdunp,
edug eIt Y yiocws’, & ewed wdun I HE 068y
ewd ewween o® 00 a8l Py I wds OO 3 dm
eox O repatriation of lost assets 918 Bedgm0 wx O
»om¢?  Stolen asset recovery DQe0wmmO @@ ewdos
e B ©© b a8 ©d8 OBndeesy avsim
2:»1@)1753&

@O0 #HOBAROB, d Ded® I I, 3® WM
OO -08 BwsTes? vy®, DI @@ Yow ¢OB
E OWDed BJRD How Bece- dede yBRuBed
00065y, § Comed ¢BBD8mO i BBe® mn®ewsy
880 lobbyists@0 @® Ced Pwdrm wdud, Owesn edug,
Pvur B8EE evdE) Bedxm @O. One good example is, Mr.
Imaad Shah Zuberi. gge®8 Bum 30w god ded el
e®ded SO 0dxneds’ lobby mcsIm. wi@B, @ e®8m
Oe snruced BB oddBe ne a¢ ¥eddo e @D
Bedn 9lewm® MO Bwd Om VI 0wy ¢sinrdo.
Bodsenrri® 0® Jed e@dd@miens Brigdr e 8y, e®
0ed drymnded §Em aBB808m»O cleumw HBBe®
eddcondd W WOy MNBE cLos, ©8xY¢ Sses,
eoddinas Gsue, adec, 8.8. dwysied, B0 mIHE,
DRED.8. e gnd e as e® O Femeces
BB ne, ©® Cod (Berw, DD, ENICHE Fwrst®m BBO
nE 288 Yoy & wdur, odug O 0o ged OO o
oB® wewo stolen asset recovery process 9mmO AISiedd
Bedn Ogn ¢@imsened BBIne e®enwedsimy Bwo
o0 9EEI BSDo.

& Dod® g8 »EdI® ¢B5Imd, 8m Bedan yBuenB
Bwod®m mom 00 Bwost@m mSsiess international
relations 85062 ezwedd Bweeo; they do not just conduct
international relations. Today, international relations have
become multifaceted including international economic
relations, international commercial relations, international
trade relations, international business relations and so on
and so forth. ©6; Sede m»Ognm #@OBROB, ¢5f RS
@08 B1RED Yn WE, DD LHusBIHC WO
VIRV sw@w o de A BuEo; el Bewddndo
B3R BomsBIBC wWDNDOE B3¢ D Bwd. & Swywanw
W0y BeEees1d ¢l gy 10 a8 dmn »oms. Im gud
e®dDwR; Em 000 e®weddws. w8, ®0; HOBROSB, o®
Begues O BnE 000 e yBcw tangible edsIm0
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®z%. We need to have tangible results; those cannot be
intangible. @edebBe 0OEs w38 wslery mw. @B ub&e,
RN yBEw CedsImd ®sy%. So, when we embark on
free trade agreements - 8 Bdies S0, Bewed edge
B80x®OEO gu yedrn OO Ry B - 908 0F
B0 S0 grfessy mOETHO . FOo assess WITHO dzy.
&0 @ cost-benefit analysis dm »osTHO vy ©O
gDomD® BusIm, ©®S; #OBR® - ©® ®»YGOT oHB
enEemD esnedB ® - quantitative and qualitative analysis
O WO gDomb®, ewoe, yawdn free trade agreements
Bood@m »OD ged ded & cmemd, mwEmd, au®
Beamdee Bwo. Actually, we do not. So, we need to develop,
train a lot of our government personnel to make sure that we
enter into agreements which are mutually advantageous to
us. & 889008, & DB, & 2DeITROEST o
1088 D18 eI don.

O® e®ew® B BwE ©0; #OBn® ¢®s0s D55
O, ©® »¥s ¢ B 9B dum dWH DB ©5
HOBROB, ¢1z7 VAN Dadd aBBE®O o>y W WED;
©50 g@B8B0B®O godWL BBO o B . YN8,
@088 - 19 Dweon w®ed @@ Ced LB yHhded -
988w yHded- D ¢B8Bw R WE; L DE; W
B0 & D ®BIPYeDST P B0 Ro5y. god dumew
e @R edid OO Bo Owdnm OFFOS
GO0 & d00ded BIwr. v, O ©O yBEE BODo,
"cloudsenw ©8:8mYe ®ER BINS cdendvewmrd BBIB
O, @0 BowE 0Dedw Buie B 008" BuEs. ©© BDD,
"Yen® yBusBem a8 " Becr. Bwe evd edd,
GIE® ovd 00D, ¢Bg ovd Dy, WY vl DD OB
SHBewO ¢8B8 o 0® § CrBwmde Bum yBusBe
e e8 9simndn. autn Dnews’ Y8 BwesIm, burial
and cremation yg@medd coes wbadde Bewldme oy &
GIEO® - 9EE8w - yHd BOCE m»d BooFerw mwr.
WHO 9% 0e0® ©»@E0 RBDD), 00y 08
Bbeonwm Baecr. Sovd® Bbenwem @ss @modds
B8N0 g @eddGisTed cuect On 9¢ o® HuEEO yw%d
-98C8w YHd- AdBBE, eDBB BADWWO, GV
s »eo.

@® 00 hBw sewes »Swd & gdesin BwdEwd
B END ®WedD AW KB, G0®, HEROE, vBIB, v
efcowsy ©m0d @Ede “mmided & wodwaBew,
2008m ¢8Be e0NeDsY Y dd FEewl ¢8 Dno OO
O 0 OIS 0. OB eDewI® HAODJewsy dw
Y@ WODD. VIO g®BNB DI B, WYPT @@ od
BOOD e DnewsI® &xndsd enddiwne Codunle
OBn® O ooy guin 5B Bricds. 90 Snm B8Iwd
¢ GO0 Em BEownm Bedmdr. vi@8, 600 &dn 8o ey
eudB0 vwE¢sIn ©O5Y Om®. BBLEEed AN, OO
D800, 00 DoemmERNS EDZEMO §BI®) BBEELHN®
BOD), ©® WOy ©f ¢edemB BweEr. OO Bwmd, gud
2:88m wBw 8By eOm®BT 9uIey ewig vy Bwes. We
have to stick by our moral principles and ethics. We have
to make sure that the traditional practices of different
cultural and religious denominations in our country are
respected. 580 ¢0®DED, 882 “$HBsIO gemysdons Heay &
08 wodmaBm Bwo®w @8 gder OB Ay &
amede, & geensdms Bk ©330E0 e® Jed
wdsBmoed n0ewsy @8 9l G e¢sIHHO do¥n.

Then, I would also like to elaborate on one other
matter that you raised, Hon. Minister. You listed various
international visits undertaken by the Hon. President and
the Hon. Members of the Government. I personally feel
international relations and interactions are very important
and you have to engage with the international community.
But, at the end of the day, Hon. Minister, we need to
know the results of the balance sheet. @80 ¢ ©zI50
Ay, CAT YBCWSB, 1€ Dl 3Dl e®irdDag BwE;
cost-benefit dm e@imale Buc OO gy OAA. It
cannot be just qualitative but has to be quantitative as
well. @¢ ecdmed yDwm0 Beamdr vwin yBuesB
0OTRD. »8n yBoB Hwsldm »omem g8
Green Bond Programmes, Green Aid, Green Credit &o@cs
nEsd BBL Ooywie credmr. These are tangible
benefits. We need to have tangible benefits. ¢z3 ©®w»o;
Bwemdo, 70 Om Bwo ¢; 808 dm Bwo g. 0O y@d»
mOmemO BOD, "dPmdww Bed private sector
fundings®©ExY BwEr. ®® gwsies’y, 70 owvd 80 ewd
100 ewd 2oz ovd Bwo exy? IO 83Diwx ¢ 61D
o53? & B3D100 weded ethEsDEsY, 6i8uE endEsY
000 RIAT DBw eimmule? OmeEO gud dn®
e00m justify m»osTmy by 0® gwdE Hnusind
OO RE ged JOO, -

®C 0% DoRey8w Owmo
(rewrfl@ STrds LITeL@siw)
(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

29 F 8S@dcs.
CTUPBSITI .
rose.

@6 885 eg®cies Dwmo

(wressryflg sedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. State Minister, please do not interrupt my
speech. You can reply later. I respect you and I am sure
you are a decent person. I am not going to interrupt you
and you can reply me taking your own time. -
[Interruption.] 1 am not blaming anyone. This is not a
blame game. I am just expressing my thoughts in civil
language. I am not using vulgar language as some people
do because of their lack of literacy. I do not do that. So,
please listen and then you can respond to me. e®»
Beddmwes 06l sl ©xI® . 00 BDedD ®
3 Bedm ¢DeITAVMOE, ImOE Hble yBcw -
tangible benefits - BEReD. 0® sEEe@®IRDO OO ewdBsn
DO, DV BwWDE Bed51D »H® @@ trip Om SBSE0 §Dd
sdedd, "These are the tangible benefits I achieved." B
O 015 8OO0 ymrws BB O1een IO.

& ehewnd gDELdE eewnd Eed®InOE edms.
g Pod 0wddrndn. m VNFOHD HceET. OO BWO
NGO Deddmnwe meg ¥ o). ¢8 BAWE m»dmwemd
Beg, ®ws 704, 80= wsind “X” g@rmem §ecw Swed®
Yo Be. dnemd & “X” y@ramen 8ree® 88 »ow
Cde y8cwe “100X” gen 50, Beddmw »IH &Y
0¢? 2000 Seddme WOBIHY i 053. 8T, O® ®
988us ®OBTesy @0ewI® B W ewdBrda.

Hon. Minister, I would like to use this opportunity to
say that we, on this side of the aisle, believe in a two-
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State solution as far as the Israeli-Palestinian issue is
concerned. Throughout the history, we have had the War
of Independence, the Suez War in 1956, the Six-Day War,
if I remember correct, in 1967, the Yom Kippur War in
1973 and in the latter part of the 70s and in the early 80s,
several wars in Lebanon. As a result of that, we have had
many agreements: the Camp David Accords, the Oslo
Accords and the Abraham Accords. Many politicians,
both Israeli and Palestinian, who had been in the extremes
have come to the middle. wed @&ox Camp David
Accords wewo adDE dcotmn 0@sum® 0BT wdw.
@l glos @pEd gnd glerm wdx BE HEOCOLH.
0O ®® 038 Sguced neme OO  \e®a
B0 00e® aFBOND B ®@m B»E yLoCeew.
o8, Camp David Accords$2 920 d¥my fewo. Ood
Onmed 3wl I wed gbon ey Bdwrw $&5Y. OmemD
35308 ey 888D “5NdeBOsw. BYO @il Hoed?
@308y YO 0B DI SG®s. e@mEe, BOws
ST - SGpruEed g@mudiwd - Peed?!? /YO D
Bo &0, gD D0essI® o® seEBdm ydmnred &, o®
conflict v B85E YLD Bedm ¥IBw BEICD gued
ACOE ®»>©YD g WS, Resolution 242/338 Bweo
internationally-accepted convention &z, agreement Sz,
2DV Beadm. gm two-State solution =
E@puEsd I dCHImsewsy two-State solution &=
Br0a IO, eeBs BBE o Occupied TerritoriesdE 530
sx0doe wedm. Im 9088, & Ded®, Bewd wdesd
00ersy 88EF yHD B8BE ©Buwrd moevm Wi®w
Bw20@0E0 @5 9m0® D108 @cw.

g Bewo 00 uEE0 Bwusimd vy, ¢ ecImed
@ewd ICO JODE 0® yadmed & uB adeon Beadm
0. & 58 gdoBed gud ecvemms, @& imbalance
o). Sgpruce un »O8 glens Bedwlery. & B
508 OO 010wI® DOREOE 0 sEEB® Lorymnded
solidarity &= 9&0n »oI®O ©® shawl O scceom
30D, N B, 0O gDERIY WIOTIB). eOBT WOBIB e,
@oed 5HBDWBIO BOCE mOy od. ecHB oCI® -gp@edl
Auschwitz esw Treblinka ©;83 concentration camps®c @e¢d
%00 Ty drnmw, Nuremberg trialsOce evg § 20 48
eI, w8, a8 @Deadd WOOTMO BB BEEBD®
S5m0 80 ey seEBme i E0E0 »A »O8 ®
BORSewsy Drnnwd o Py Yocd YHhod seEdmed
@008 R (Blery Bwur. dm gwihdemen. m» ocdm
oo, :iNB, ¢ O eegIed 8w Bedmdr. 0®
®¥ emeEred wtOw ne Gaza Strip O, West Bank o,
Golan Heights ezl mdeonn seeBn 60 8800350
Aoy & IBOB 8RB 6O VYBIO wRe 6O OB SgpwEws
0®» @O PIFOLBE 0D wewdidFdews »OEn
DO nw Bum I ¢8 Sddie O, & Diedf®
ecimwd g8 928u mom ©® ©wBEwd god Jedny
Bt Om OO Ao

380 OnWB, ©® ghoided eBICDB @ww EDLEWO
CRO-DEODEC Beadm OOEOCEO Sugdn @ ©¢md
B Bo afoided SonlsBn® /D 0. »§S, no® &
Bwe® craewd v »Y ¢8 Sddw O, & Sddmw
eC8 Sddmem @20edl, I @ REen S e Boo.
DY WROE 3w, & Sodmwed Bedhm Sucd® ocsIm
L. YT @8 ewddmn BB, EROT-BNEVDES BEIBOC

8o O ¢Bg, YEBO ww BowE BoHOH, Ced owy
ddednde 80 O gu Bwgeirus o850, OO
IBw 00 ne Beedd @8 o200 el DO V(@
eDEIeD® oY WO Av; B, ged 3357 @WIds
gy e, Sode JODE mius O Beds wdus ged
600 »3®» OO eem OmO, repatriate moxIm»O, stolen
assets recovery O10e09mm0 §C yomtm Do @dws
Dnews’ Sede »OYn 0 HO@Bens’ @8 oFlew
DO .

OB ¢, QIRB, vl ¢ BFD) YBPSEB and
crosstalk ©2 w50 VIROTE ecse® cosf, PO
gldoces’. 98 Businy @ B8, wds ¢ 8CD OB &
crosstalk ©2 nE e@ew® ©WEE emcnc; S @eBuny
BE 20. s Om Snmew nEe @8 ©¢emEET®
anOC coens @® O 910 Beads) Scmers’ e
055 g0 JOO5Y. KHfwrIms 860 vPOs W OBOHO a8
Baco Beastery, 88 @8O e0@(B0 ged OO ¢¢d
WO BB, 8, @8 BBO ocwrd woosiny wisiesy
o & Ded® 28 Becy Bedmd, e® ded good
governance m¥8wosf®zm @I @z Bweo. Online Safety
Bill o maseos good governance Hwosi®m m»SsIm
. Be Bwm Anti-Terrorism Bill &z @=0 8&02%8 Bill
oo, o8 @8 Bddwws WO, FoEndicw BB
DO gemems BedmmO vy 0. ¢@8mwed 9/11
Attack dem>sy w©dedd Homeland Security Act o=,
Homeland Security Department &z, anti-terrorism 34
8B, 8RBy @200 WIMHED BWOBFO® Hewo.
N8, 080D “ErNIBBHOCWD -DweO- @Y
Bwemed emOEdE0 nOsIO B8 o gwdE FoumDuw,
3O FOFHDE 0005 ydocws ©»Swd 880 WHOBG
WOBID DE® EE0 BNV

OO Bl oD gddwdB. 838 BB BB
8RB, @D @ BB 88 sd0BwmO, FoenDicwd
98 eI BB 8ERBBDO, 1D ¢BBBHO® wowfeo
WO BB vdRBemO 88 dmed Bw Soma »IBsY, ®O
©® DM M ¢ IR0 Ped EnBe e WS, ®I
3088 DOB.

DO BRuB Bl ©8.4.00. ¢8 AT Dwvmo
(ressTfl@ FaTTSlug F1 L SHrent erid.wy,.61ib. o6 FLimf)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

O BDIBBROB, WOy e BEICD B w8
OS5I ¢0FeB. O YEHO Bute e FRBOBIH
DD, BEEBD Sddnw w@AITVewss OO
D0 BEIeD. Em  @m® owie ocwm. @
208Bedrined 83» BwEeerw® & ENdded @mmn.
@8 Jher & d0dded emmr. IFed HBsied
o8B ©® BOITID WO® ¢ DB FRSO Bwg
20ENOREY 00 veEBs dodmw wdIVewsy gl See
®8w D, hdwusIncd @B wowx two-state solution &=
0Dnedsy euB ger Bedmdr. Special Committee on
Israeli Practices om0 @8 mwemsde g0 Bedmbo.
Befewe IO dmw OO 8RO O8 EnBdsn edmd.

Sous e 088-19 ©eaxTVewsy D=
BOD. ©F BBBROB, eONB yEHBWO Goznd eeHBRLY
280 Gy om HyOOE!. On® ©EE0e BdD, &
DCeE OB Jhws O wOITL O HOy LSO



2825

8050 WOy edDEF Beddmne WmOmD BwEs. 988 worx
o Bedmh. duved 9ceos WOmen Seddmw@
BO» OW. DY, 06 e 9cenm a8 & weys v
D) goCw eDHE. IO LHNCeEE 88 & 8Eed m»
WO Beadmth. 00 & 8Eacd Sc8dBed mo me Bw ©©
HodnBewn By B80n LoD @RwdEE ©®0
eddern mer. & B O ¢e0d e¥m 8D Yo, OO ¢e0d
BBC e »vm® Bewlowms om. emd®-19 vi€c 8w
Bw 9uEE® ydocwsled 8010 ICHTmcers’ yddn Om
910.288 By 08 Buy Bl So8IR s€m0 ©O B dWD
DO OB gwd & wewo gdde space Om iz, OO Og
80101 ¥y BT O B O Bwy B OO FowmD2ews
BODo.

©@0edd ¢ BFDr ©Bn® retain »SE @860 B8SE @
DMR 1428 Bws »@dd Stay Order dma osis @0 &R
Yoo, & ¥ Yoy EEEE AT yoost. 98 eEged
©® Jed 8BEYIO O DR BEHBID BWEB. @B
DB, O IO O RO 9Cev» ddE sHE 6®
WO raise mEr. TNB é;ms, O OH® gd
ccomyped team Omx wooeoz, including Prof.
Sheriffdeen, Prof. Rezvi Sheriff, Prof. Vajira
Dissanayake, Prof. Kemal Deen, ¢9&d @ o®@=8mn
Smomved Pu®wen 8O OV o0sedd Pux®wed
committee OO W€y YD, OO 0D e@iDae BHOBIB
BosTesi? @0 Om ¢O8sY 0® BHHHRT O PBID Wi T
D08 mg B oFBO od. 90 DR gdenry Beamo.
Em 08 90 MmO Beadmdr. gdwmedd ©O &ded
Ci@e, @80y 93 OB EoDO Gy ©DEID
On®ed Minister-in-Attendance ece »0yn ®0sI5.

The Hon. (Prof.) G.L.Peiris was the Foreign Minister.
He called me and asked whether I could be the Minister-
in-Attendance for Hon.Imran Khan. So, I took that
opportunity to make representation to him and told him,
“Please, make some representation to the Government and
tell that it is illogical, it is against the WHO" All of us
said that. So, I did what is in my power.

My religion has taught me three things. You can try to
prevent any illegality or something injustice. You try to
do it; if you cannot do it, raise your voice. If you cannot
do that, then raise within yourself and say that you are
against it. My religion in the Holy Quran says that Allah
will not burden you beyond what you can bear. So, I had
two choices: give up and run away, or stay back and fight.
I am glad that we stood back, fought and made some
sense at the end of the day and because of that we were
able to give a decent burial to 3,500 people in
Oddamavadi. It is very important that you must know
both sides of the divide. You only see your side of the
story, but others have gone through more pain than that
staying there and fighting.

The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris was in the Cabinet and |
raised it several times again and again. I am thankful, the
Opposition took up that stand and our Members also took
up that stand. That was a mistake and we must not
commit that kind of mistake in the future.

Thank you.
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(wrenTyLlg sallgTari ojauiger)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara. You have 30
minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(omessTLyifl@ Hmbisv GBevLSF6IT)
(The Hon. Kins Nelson

®0 Bewdss wwinBnd®A, -

® Bewdss eswrsBn®s

(wressryflg Wrdls sallsrert ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, do you want to raise a point of Order?

®G; Botd @S essy Dwmo

(omessLyfl@ Fbisv O\BeLF6IT)

(The Hon. Kins Nelson)

Sir this is not a point of Order.
Bedm D, ©®5; Bewdss wwnBn®A.

5188 o oBes

@0 Bewrds e3wisBn®

(wrestyflg LWrdls sallsrert ojauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman

Okay. Hon. Member, can you make it brief?
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(omessTLyifl@ Hmisv GBeLF6IT)

(The Hon. Kins Nelson)
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(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi)
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(wressryfl@ Urdls sallsrart sjeuiaer)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman

Next, the Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan. You
have 13 minutes.
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@G Bo YIRS wm (Bedw dBwr yOEI®
G2 @@ ®o)

(wreTfl@ @65 Hagu@Gwrr - Geuaflsr B Ceusmeveumiiriy
GuburT® @) ITerkis SenLEFT)

(The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara - State Minister of Foreign
Employment Promotion)

@ Bewdesrs owinBn®B,-

G Bewdss e3wrsBn®)
(wressryll@ Lrdls sellsreri ojeuiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Yes, Hon. State Minister?

@0 Bort 3EB)©16 Ovmo

(oraTLfl@ e LeipLiGTy)

(The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara)

eOn®ed yd»HWO ©d OB BEnS, ¥
wsmed 83 B miie nodher Bedn dBw wewo
emzm »6 ox3m "Glocal Fair 2022" 8= gdedd cab
@D BeEr. & Dred® wismad training centre Omz @z
R0 In® wewsl mEr. 6O gD ¥® W®E WBHWO
B8 Boda dBwr yOEAD 08B BEBsT v Bew.
& Srym0000sY Bane 83w Sodr dBw@dEO wmdr. v &
& wsterd, grw, gmBEw, emled Died CODED. vev®
DO DB wvest mwr. & ¢uds Bae yBanwes oo
20 Beadnrd.

o6 BB cBEOsT BBy EE ©vmo

(oressTyLll@ FL L GgTemt euFagLoesT &fsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, shall we take the half an hour lunch break for the
Debate?

@0 B08uB BB 90.9.90. a8 ©dT Swmo
(wressyfl@ FaTTSILS FLL_SHrewst] eTid. w6110 6 Fiif)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Do you want to proceed without the lunch break?

o6 BB cBEOsT BBHEE ©vwmo
(wrewrfl@ FLU L SFremi] svgagLoeT FiflsTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Yes

O B50BsB BB 98.4.08. g8 dB Owvmo

(oressrfl@ FaTTSILS FLL_SHrent eTid.uy,.61ib. o6 FLim)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Okay. I agree with the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella’s
suggestion.

OO Bewdus 1B
(wressrflg Wrdls sallsrert ojauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Okay. Now, the House resumes.

JO ¢nmpcd ©:88082¥d Suldel Se.
Uﬂygsjfuz; L//ry/r@wsir’gzb 16% SRT(HILD T 19 U/
Accordingly, Parliament resumed.

®S Bewdss 2002 eswrsBn®r

(oressryfl @ G wohasellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Does the House agree to continue without the lunch
break?

@61 @5{@@(51

(orevrLyfl@ 2 mitiestigeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Considered further in Committee. -

[THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES in the
Chair.]

®6; Bendss ewisBn®)
(wreirflg Wrdls sellsrert oyauidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)

B sremmd@  @evniensullesiter  SewaThgl  (3)emerehiT
safllLggleid Qeusflbr(® GFsvev GousirRGwesrm  Gomraid
[OIUEELYOETR 3)emerh a6l
Qeuaflbr®HasEHd% @ QFsveugsh @
SWTITSH @) HSHESTDTTHET. ClHemyeu @)ITemrBs ) eDFFT
OeuirsGer, BhiGET S @)eweTEhT, WeuBlBEHdHE @6
all_wggler peregiflens  eflsas  Ceuswr@io.  Cumrymred

SHOAGLLILIL L 6TMHISGEHEDL_I
GousmeveumiiiL)d @F

urgléssiul L 0l @)emerepisst rwrgs Ll FsH5 GG W
Gurengeusivg)Ls
Fribg aflpusnerullsy FHLBSTDTTS6T.

LITQUEDEITSHE 2 6TaTTHeTDTidsT;, 93

QEerrey RITerBIs HEHWFFT DeuTHer WTPLILITETS
B15@& ubsBUTEHI, BTT Jeuswrd FhHsls8sHer. HLIGLITS
Sjsui ereTeflid U el wBisemer sTHSHHF OlFTeTeTTI.
@OILUTS, eThiIGERL W SO  @)eweTehiasEhds6lser o
B L BIGDET 0U@GHSS (HLILSTHS CFTHTOTTT. bHS eusHUileV,



2845 2023 e¢ew®28 07 2846

UL &G, FlPsHalsy CUTTTed UTHSHLILIL (H6TOT 6TBIS%EHEDL LI
@)emerehi,
wpereiflenn efldss CouswrBHOwerd sripswoujL et Csi (),
aflewL_GLmSlerGmedr. Hesrm)!

weuglEeEns@ Qeuaflbrl B  GeusweveumiiiliNsy

O B5NB8B BBee 90.4.098. g8 03 Svmo
(wressryfl@ FaTTSLS FLULSHrewt] eTid. w6110, 6 Fiif)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Sir, I have just a couple of clarifications.

First of all, I salute my Friend’s position that they
have now given up the demand for separatism and that
they want a dignified living within a unitary Sri Lanka.
So, that is their position now. We will stand by that and
will work towards that with you. Again, I salute that
position. But, unfortunately, as I told you even yesterday,
I had a different experience during a discussion, where we
wanted to create a Sri Lankan awareness and build bonds
with our diaspora, a representative from a country, a very
highly educated lady, was still talking about separatism.
So, I was disappointed because the whole purpose of the
discussion was lost when that happened.

Secondly, I agree with you that our relationship with
India is very important for us. India stood with us during
a very difficult time for us, and if not for the Indian
support, we would not have come back so fast. Therefore,
we will not do anything that will threaten the legitimate
Indian security concerns. We are very clear on that.

In the meantime, we are discussing everything with
everyone and that is why we have introduced a Standard
Operating Procedure - SOP - to grant diplomatic
permission for everyone. The vessels are not just coming
here for research. They work with one of the agencies in
Sri Lanka. They identify the areas of research and come.
Therefore, we will ensue that none of the Indian
legitimate security concerns will be threatened. We do not
want to do that; we do not want to have an unstable area
here. A prosperous India is good for Sri Lanka and vice
versa. We do agree with that.

Thirdly, as far as human rights are concerned, I think
it is important that all of us come to some sort of terms
with devolution, agree on some criteria across the party
line and deliver it. There is very little that the Foreign
Ministry can do for it. As a political decision, the entire
Parliament must get together and do it without doing
politics with that. It is time that we come to a final
solution on that. I do agree with that. I am sure, the Hon.
Manusha Nanayakkara, Minister of Labour and Foreign
Employment and his Ministry will understand the
problems faced by our Tamil youth in your area. So, it is
our duty as the Sri Lankan State to provide equal
opportunity  for all Sri Lankans. So, Hon.
Adaikkalanathan, I am sure they will continue to do that
and you can talk to the Ministry of Labour and Foreign
Employment and expedite a solution to the people in your
area, whom you have identified as victims of injustice.

O OB 5NNG WS OW

(LomevsTLLO@ WENIOG BHTERTTIWSSTT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)
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(wressryflg Wrdls sallerert oeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, can you make
your comment fast?

OG 888m50¢5Y gecdBmERNET Ovmo
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(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)

Qasemrey S ewwFFT HeuisGer, BhissT @bl &) wpeneul
UL &6 FIOUBSLTET aflL_GHled Hdhsenm 6T(hdbdb Geustr(HLb.
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@ewLuilsd urflw Uréflewesrsener sTHUBSS  6uHSlSTDS).
BHHSMDHF
BETDTSH @) (Hd%&H6L6T BlewestdslsiTGme6dT.
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(wressTyfl@ FaTTSlug F1 L SHrent erid.w,.61ib. o6 FrimM)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Sir, with your permission, I would like to say that the
fisheries problem is a long-standing matter. It is a
sensitive issue. Hon. Member, whatever the decision that
we have to take, it has to also be acceptable to the fishing
community in your area, because the problem is in your
area, particularly in the North and the East. So, with the
officials of the Ministry of Fisheries and all of you, we
will have a consultation and find a way. A practical
solution needs to be found on this. The Hon. Prime
Minister did not say that he had given that solution. He
said that among many solutions proposed, one solution
was licencing; that is what he said - not that he was going
to give licences or anything like that. So, we need to
practically agree on this. We have told that the bottom
trawling should stop. But we cannot do that.

Secondly, Sir, I have spoken to the Navy.
Unfortunately, the Navy is saying that a sheer number of
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vessels, around 300, come in and they cannot practically
stop every vessel. That is why we need to be pragmatic on
the ground. We will convene a meeting among the
Members of Parliament of the two districts, officials of
the Ministry of Fisheries and the officials of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. We will form a solution which is
acceptable to all. Thank you.

G Berdss e0isBn®)

(wrewryll@ LNrdls sallFrari ojeuiasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. D.B. Herath. You have
12 minutes.

[4.60.12.37]
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(The Hon. D.B. Herath - State Minister of Livestock
Development)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. State Minister, you have three more minutes.
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(The Hon. D.B. Herath)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Thank you. Next, the Hon. Vijitha Herath. You have
14 minutes.

[&.00. 12.49]
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The next speaker is the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris. You
have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up. The two extra minutes
given to you has also expired.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena.
You have 10 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Samanpriya Herath will now
take the Chair.
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YSITLIDS, LTI GUpsbsalisr LITHs SallFreri gyeuiser
YsBTTFTSSltlsrgy  YsVCa, LorevTLlE  FweTiiflu  Ganrd
YU FHT GENCVEHLD 61| G 5T 56T

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH took the Chair.
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OO 368 QDB Ovmo

(revrLfl@ wgTidlewt @ esreugesr)

(The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena)

Hon. Presiding Member, at the very outset, I must say
as a Member of the MEP, a pioneering party in the
formation of the Foreign Policy of this country, that we
are very much for the non-aligned policy and also for
continuing with the “friends-only” policy in international
relations because we never intend to invest or take sides
in the global political scenario.

Therefore, we must condemn any kind of inhuman,
barbaric killings or assassinations done under the pretext
of bringing liberty or liberation to a certain section of
community. We must clearly state that this Government
will continue with the non-aligned, “friends with all”
Foreign Policy we have strengthened over the last few
decades because throughout history, we have seen that
Sri Lanka has succeeded only in continuing with that non
-aligned policy whenever we were at crossroads, where
we had to make decisions as to how to continue in the
global arena.

Having said that, I must also congratulate the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs and his able team working
under the leadership of the Hon. President for having
been able to negotiate and win support from so many
different sectors across the world. Especially during a
time when Sri Lanka is faced with a grave economic
crisis, officially declaring bankruptcy about 16 months
ago, we have been able to, more or less, get support from
all quarters across the world. Therefore, it is our duty to
thank the countries that have gone out of their way to
support and assist Sri Lanka during this difficult period,
especially our regional neighbours - India, Pakistan and
other countries in the SAARC region, China, Japan, the
Paris Club, the EU and also other western countries who
extended support towards Sri Lanka on humanitarian
grounds to make sure that we sail through these turbulent
times into a more manageable situation.

Having said that, I must also congratulate the foreign
office. I think they are extremely busy round the year
doing their extreme best to somehow bring Sri Lanka into
a more stable situation. Therefore, I would like to
propose as a Member of the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on International Relations that Parliament
should take interest in developing a Parliamentary
Foreign Office, maybe with the collaboration of the
Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute, which is now in the able
hands of a former foreign secretary, who had been a
career diplomat, to create new synergies because there
are quite a number of able people, a large segment,
outside the Foreign Service and the foreign office, who
are globally recognized for the contributions they have
made in the international arena, in the Chambers and
other outfits - emerging academics and students of
international relations - and who could actually help in an
immense way to renegotiate the terms of our treaties. |
think we have about three different faculties in the
country coming up. Parliament should provide a platform
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together with the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute to
develop a foreign office for international relations in
Parliament in this complex situation.

As Parliamentarians, we must take a better interest in
developing friendship associations with other countries.
During the last one year, I know that quite a few
friendship associations have done their extreme duty to
build new bridges, bridges that never existed before and
which have never been even thought of before. It was a
crisis time and every Parliamentarian contributed in this
effort towards building bridges. I think there is a lot of
capacity among the Parliamentarians and maybe, with
proper guidance and support from the Lakshman
Kadirgamar Institute, a new foreign office should be set
up in Parliament.

There are one or two areas on which I want to add a
few thoughts. One of our key ambassadors in the
international arena has not been properly tapped or
recognized. That is the ambassador of "Ceylon
Cinnamon". "Ceylon Cinnamon" can not only be a trade
commodity which could bring in a lot of revenue to the
country, but also an ambassador that could give us access
to over 25 or 30 countries and territories of the Hispanic
world. "Ceylon Cinnamon" is part and parcel of their
culture and it could create avenues to attract over 500
million of the world population. But, so far, we have not
embarked on that mission. The Friendship Associations of
Parliament have been requesting for a Mission in Madrid
for the last decade. I think the first Resolution was
adopted in Parliament almost a decade ago. But, for ten
years or more, we have not been able to even set up a
trade office in Madrid, that being the Capital of the
Hispanic world. Therefore, that is food for thought. Also,
there are so many other areas that I would wish to talk
about, but as I am constrained by a time limit of ten
minutes, I have to touch only upon the critical issues.

Another area is this. If you look back the last 12
months of the year, you would see that two out of the
three richest people in the world have invested US Dollar
62 billion in satellites of the Global Positioning System.
Why? Because in the coming years and decades, it has a
key role to play in international relations. Otherwise, no
individual would invest US Dollar 62 billion in that. Yes,
it is for navigation, to detect climate changes,
communication and also for international defence
systems. Obviously, the foreign office would have been a
busy place for the last 12 months, but unfortunately, we
have not focused on that area. Sri Lanka, being a
pioneering signatory to UNOOSA, United Nations Office
for Outer Space Affairs, in Vienna, Austria, our Embassy
being just five minutes away from its headquarters and
one of the honorary citizens of Sri Lanka being a pioneer
in this sector, we have not actually tapped into the vast
areas we could develop our relations on. That is a critical
area for international relations in the coming years and
decades.

That is why I said, maybe, a Parliament Foreign
Office could address these issues much more frequently
with more synergy especially in collaboration with the
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Arthur C. Clarke Institution for Modern Technologies
and the Gamini Corea Foundation. As you know, Dr.
Gamini Corea was a pioneer in developing new trade
regulations for the world through the South-South
Cooperation. However, we did not see their compassion
towards small countries like ours during the COVID
period. Through trade regulations and shipping formulas,
they continued to make staggering amounts of profit. As
a president of an overseas country mentioned, they
earned over thousand per cent of profits. But, we have
not been able to develop on the South-South Cooperation
and extend it to the areas which Sri Lankans had
contributed immensely in the past to develop. One such
area is the Law of the Sea, to which our top diplomat Mr.
Amerasinghe made an immense contribution. However,
the laws have changed over the last 30 to 40 years, but
the Parliament of Sri Lanka has not been able to make the
necessary amendments to suit the present day
Regulations.

O §Roe8500:8) OG0

(orevnTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTdher)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O OBIEROB, RIH®0 05T § mEe D &.

O 88 RendERD Bwmn

(oressrfl @ waTdlent @ eswreurgeor)

(The Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena)

Hon. Presiding Member, I am winding up.

Finally, I just want to congratulate the Hon. President
for taking a very important step towards addressing
climate change issues, winning the support of the entire
international community in that regard. Climate change
will affect all aspects of Sri Lanka, not just the ocean
waters and agriculture, but all aspects. I think the Hon.
President has taken lead in that and put Sri Lanka back on
the map; Sri Lanka should give leadership in the
international arena. Sri Lanka, in the past 75 years as well
as in the long history that runs into thousands of years,
has shown the leadership in the international arena.
Therefore, I think this should be congratulated on.

I would now like to wind up by thanking you, Sir, for
allocating me time to participate in this important Debate.

O §Roe306:8) O E @0

(oressLfl @ BV STHRIGD o ML Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

®0; 983, DeCEBIeEy Cuss HOBRS. VDRSO Br¥d
11z 2cenl Beaz .

[L9.. 1.45]

@0 9¢8. BeEsIEsT Pwmo (edDEg Suess @@y ®o)
(wrewryfl@g  F.  alwrGyhdlrer - euidss @)rreyTnis
O|EDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan - State Minister of Trade)
Qzserren  HeweVewSHTBIGL 2 milflerr  euisGer,

Qsrfled wHmid Qeusflpr B Geusweveuriiliy ewLoddlesr
@srempwr GuBlensy allaurTssFICo, Gmltiurs Qesusflbri B
Geouswevsumisiy  Qariiursts  Gus  Geusr(d. 9 bs
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®C 0% DoReyBw Ovmo
(oressTyfl@ STréHE LTe@silw)
(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

208 BSedde.
STUPBSITI .
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©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLGTHIGD 2 ILINeT Sj6uiTssir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

®©C Gaess @@amnsn®o.

@G »6m DReyBw Dwmo

(oressTfl@ STTHS LTeO@Tw)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Did you try to get an appointment with the
Ambassador or did you just walk into the Embassy? That
is all that I want to know. You said that the UAE -
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"The Special Committee finally calls upon the international
community to use its influence and request Israel to end its
occupation of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, as well as the
occupied Syrian Golan; to support the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency and to address the pattern of non-cooperation by
Israel with the United Nations, in particular, regarding the
implementation of resolutions of the General Assembly and the
Security Council."
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(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

Thank you very much, Hon. Presiding Member. First
of all, let me thank the President for having appointed me
as the Senior Advisor to the President. It is the first time
in the history of Sri Lanka that a Tamil person from
upcountry has been appointed to such a position. So, I am
thanking the President on behalf of the upcountry Tamil
people.

Sir, I must say a few words about the Hon. Manusha
Nanayakkara, Minister of Labour and Foreign
Employment. He is doing a wonderful service in the
Ministry. With my experience as a trade unionist in the
last 35 years, I have noticed that he is handling and
settling issues by introducing new systems according to
the modern world and expectations of the international
organizations. I do not have many things to speak about
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I am very proud of this
gentleman, the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara - I am not
talking about party politics - because I saw the way you
handled and sorted out issues, especially of plantation-
sector workers. They were recognized because of you .
Before you took over, plantation workers were paralyzed.
After you took over only, we were recognized as a union.
With that strength, we are fighting and working for our
rights. So, on behalf of the plantation workers, I am
thanking you and your entire team including the
Commissioner General of Labour and the Secretary to
the Ministry.
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We will settle industrial disputes in the Labour
Tribunal, not in police stations. I think Hon. Minister, you
have stopped that but, I would like to remind that there
are certain companies who are still doing that.
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(wressryfl@ of.ef. GuretTesripLIsVID)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, I wish to speak with regard
to both the Ministries, but I will start my initial comments
with regard to the Ministry of Labour and Foreign
Employment.

Particularly, the Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara replied to
an issue raised by a Government Tamil Member from
Batticaloa. That Hon. Member actually raised an issue
which I also wished to raise, and that is regarding the
sending of employees from here to Korea and Japan.
There are, according to the website, 6,500 Sri Lankans
who have gone to South Korea and out of that, Hon.
Minister, the number from the North and the East is
miniscule. The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara, in trying to
explain, stated that there is a certain amount of capacity-
building to be done, particularly with regard to language,
before they go. But, there are absolutely no such centres
in the North and the East. As a result, the people in the
North and the East are not even aware of these
employment schemes. These employment schemes are
very lucrative. We are talking about the North and the
East as a war-affected area, where the people are suffering
and economically, they are already 35 years behind. So, I
appeal to you, Hon. Minister, -

O OBB 5@ 26 OB
(oresrLyLfl@ enIOg BTETTIWLSSTT)
(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
Can I give you a reply now?

®0 8.8, 020530 RO ®vmo
(rewryfl@ of.ef. GlLTesTEsTLDLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Yes, but do not take my time.

O OmB 2BNGE NS OWmN
(omessTyfl@ WeDIngG HTERTTIISSTT)
(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
No, no.

Hon. Member, in the North and the East, we do have
training centres in Ampara, Jaffna, Batticaloa, Vavuniya
and Trincomalee. &8 @® ©® m>®»® gy VAweE
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I understand that. In fact, that is what the Hon. State
Minister also said. But, the thing is, Hon. Minister, we
are already talking about an area that is lagging behind.

@G B0t 3EBn®I6 vmo
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(The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

&m ©8, ©0 ok §®Bn®. What I am trying to say is
that the onus is on you because there is no capacity there;
there is a massive lack of capacity.

So, you have to create awareness for people to realize
that they also can actually participate in this. I can tell
you responsibly that no such awareness programme is
there. Actually, Hon. Minister, until you mentioned this, 1
have not been not aware of this; none of us are aware of
it. The Hon. Viyalanderan is a Government State Minister
from Batticaloa. He got up and said the same thing which
I am saying now. I do not know whether you understood
him because he said that in Tamil, but he said the same
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thing that I am saying. So, I am saying this with
responsibility that there is a massive lack of awareness.
You might be having offices there, but they are not
functioning, in the sense that people are not aware of it to
even approach those. Anyway, that is something I want to
flag to you because the people there had been affected by
war and need a sort of income, and you must make that
effort.
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(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Thank you very much. I appreciate that answer, Hon.
Minister. So, that is the main point I want to raise with
regard to that Ministry.

The next matter is with regard to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Sir, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
presented their Annual Report along with the Action Plan
and with regard to Missions, in very catchy terms, they
say, “The Promotion, Projection and Protection of Sri
Lanka’s national interests internationally, in accordance
with the Foreign Policy of the Government and to advise
the Government on managing foreign relations in keeping
with Sri Lanka’s national interests.” Those are nice
words, but the question is, what these “national interests”
are because the key is what you identify as “national
interests”. If national interests, Sir, are not plural in
character, which recognize that Sri Lanka is a
multinational country and that it needs to encompass all
the nationalities within Sri Lanka and their interests, then
for those who are left out or who perceive themselves to
be left out, those national interests become hostile. A
good example is that in 2015, the Tamil National People’s
Front, that is, our party, warned the Tamil people about
the then Government’s peace efforts. At that time,
primarily, when it came to dealings with Geneva, it was
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe who was in charge
and the Foreign Minister was the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera. We warned the Tamil people, when the
then Government went and agreed to co-sponsor the
Resolution in Geneva, that that was a bogus gesture. We
were the only Tamil Party which said that those efforts
would go nowhere. So, the person who was leading that
was the then Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, who
is now the President of the country. When he takes over
as the President of the country and is the Head of
everything, the same Foreign Ministry goes to Geneva
and rejects those Resolutions and instead says - like what

208Ee®5nd
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the Minister of Foreign Affairs said this morning in reply
to some other Member's comments - “We will safeguard
our sovereignty and our interests”. You all sponsored the
Resolution; nobody else came and sponsored it for you.
So, you all sponsored it, but now, when it is convenient
for you, you say that that Resolution is hostile and that it
is an impingement of the country’s sovereignty. That
Resolution, a lot of Tamil people actually thought was
good. We were the only ones who warned that that was
bogus. When this term “national interests” is interpreted
in a way where sovereignty is seen as protecting only the
interests of the Sinhala majority, when the Tamil people
thought that there was a glimmer of hope through that
Resolution and when, subsequently, the person who was
in charge at that time to bring that Resolution for co-
sponsoring, the then Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, now, as President, sends his Foreign
Minister to say that they reject it, what is that national
interest?

After 75 years, of which 35 years had been bloodshed
and which has, today, bankrupted this country, we are
still in the same deep pit and are not prepared to come out
of it. What is wrong with that Resolution? The whole
point why we criticize that Resolution is because it is in
the Human Rights Council, which cannot compel a
government that is not willing to cooperate like Sri
Lanka; they can just pass Resolutions and that is about it.
But, technically speaking, what is wrong with that
Resolution? It is asking for accountability. Actually, our
criticism about that Resolution is that it is asking the
Government to be accountable, to carry out an
accountable mechanism. Our complaint all along has
been that when the Government or the State has been a
party to the conflict, obviously, they are not going to
carry out an accountability process, as we can see now.
But, what is wrong with asking for accountability, if
wrongs have been done? Last week and right throughout
this week, we have been talking about the disaster and the
genocide that is taking place in Gaza; this House was
unanimous in talking about Gaza, in support of the
Palestinians. That same thing happened to this country.
The Tamil people in the North and East were the Gazans
of today. So, why can we not ask for accountability? Why
can we not say, “Look, excesses had happened and let us
look at those.” Is it not important for every single person
who is serving in the military also to feel that he could go
out and say, “I am clean; I am not an accused person; I
am not a war criminal”’? I would think so. If this
Parliament is said to be corrupt, I would want myself to
be checked so that my name is cleared. Does the military
not require that? Is it not in their interest?
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
©e® &HBE.

So, Hon. State Minister of Foreign Affairs, it is in the
interest of this country to not dismiss those questions of
accountability and to not dismiss the cries for a political
solution. It is "in the interest" of this country.

Take a look at where we are today? We are bankrupt,
but we are spending over 15 per cent of the Budget on
defence and public security. That 15 per cent could be
diverted to other most important Ministries, which are
crucial for production and export. It is 15 per cent of the
annual Budget! You will never be able to do that, Hon.
State Minister, for as long as you all and the State feel
that the Tamil people are aggrieved because you will go
on thinking, “Oh my God, tomorrow, they might take up
arms. We are not prepared to give anything. So, those
people will not just keep quiet.” Everything the Tamil
people want or say will be seen as hostile and that is what
is happening. When we want to commemorate our dead,
for you all, it is the LTTE being revived. The red and
yellow flags are the colours of Tamil nationalism. For
you, they are LTTE colours because the LTTE had those
colours in their flags. Everything is a question of paranoia
for you all and it has fed into you all to an extent that you
cannot get out of this rut you are in today. So, is this
something wrong to ask for? Today, the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs said that there are Members in this House
who still have separatist ideals? Who are those Members?
Not a single party that is represented here aspires a
separate State; they cannot. We are not fools. We know
that all of you are waiting to throw us into the prison. We
are not going to ask for that; nobody asks for that.

But, why do you say that? I am an unapologetic
federalist; I insist that this country has to be transformed
into a federal State because I feel that is the only way
justice would be done. What is the separatism in
federalism? He is a learned person in all ways,
professionally as well, but for him to stand up as the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and say that to talk about
federalism is separatism, is that not wrong? And, pointing
out the fact that that is wrong, does it make us racists?
But, that is what is happening. With this policy of 75
years, which has estranged not only the Tamils, but, after
the war, the Muslims as well, it is going to get worse,
especially at a time when everybody is desperate because
everybody is bankrupt. If you are going to rant up this
nonsense, this rhetoric of racism, separatism and terrorism
against the non-majority communities, you are going to
estrange them more and more. Then, when the Sinhala
majority become desperate financially, they also will get
distracted; there are enough people who are trying to
distract them to create violence and you all are feeding
into it. I am saying this with utmost responsibility and
with good intentions, not with bad intentions.

2902

Then, 1 wish to say that this Annual Report states,
“International community's support for Sri Lanka’s
measures to address economic challenges has contributed
to the restoration and re-graduation of Sri Lanka’s
economy.” That is true; factually, that is correct. But, let
me tell you why because we also speak to the
international community. They are terrified that Sri
Lanka, which is strategically located, will become a
failed State. This is not something to boast about.

©C §Roe8500:) OBIEn®o
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
All right.

We are going around with a begging bowl and they
are giving us money in the way they do, purely because
they fear that Sri Lanka will become a failed State. So,
these are not things to misinterpret and make it look as if
you all have gained something big. Quite honestly, you
all have not. - [Intteruption] Us, included. We have
messed up and we are continuing to mess up. Even this
time, the IMF gave severe warnings. All the economic
indicators and global monitors have warned that this
Budget is very ambitious and most likely would not be
implementable. These are serious warnings because it
was those same watchdogs who gave us the earlier
warning and downgraded Sri Lanka, which created all the
trouble. It is those same watchdogs who are waning us
again. So, unless you decide that we have failed in the
past 75 years and have to genuinely change, we would
not get out of this rut.

Both the Hon. Minister and the Hon. State Minister of
Foreign Affairs are individuals who I personally respect.
I know the Hon. State Minister from childhood; I know
his personal views and I have nothing to complain about
his personal views. But, I must tell them that when it
comes to State policy, there is a lot to change, especially
with regard to the Foreign Policy.

©C §Roe8500:) O ®o
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

The Hon. Minister is also financially very sound. He
is one of the top lawyers in this country and he does not
need to be in this mess, in politics. He must use his
position to help those in the administration, who are
genuinely capable of changing this system and having
new thoughts. It is people like you all who can do it. So,
do not be silent.

Thank you.
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It is just a clarification on what the Hon. G. G.
Ponnambalam raised, why we, first, cosponsored UN
Resolution No. 30/1 and thereafter, withdrew from that. I
think, in this House itself, former President Maithreepala
Sirisena had stated that he was also not aware of that
Resolution and that Cabinet approval as well had not been
sought for that Resolution.

Today, the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, as a former
Minister of Foreign Affairs, made a good speech, in
which he explained how, by going for this co-
sponsorship, it opened up for the international community
to come and interfere in matters of Sri Lanka.

As far as the Hon. Member’s contention pertaining to
federalism, that just because someone asks for federalism,
whether I think he is a separatist, I would say, certainly
not. Even if someone wants a separate State, as long as it
is not done by using arms, that person is well within his
rights. And, also he wanted to know whether we, the Hon.
Ranil Wickremesinghe Government, believe that there
should be devolution of power. Yes, certainly, we believe
that there should be devolution of power and at what
level, I do not know. That is something which we have to
negotiate. Even if it is federalism, I think we have to have
a mechanism to ensure that there is no secession, but
certainly there should be devolution of power. That is
why the Hon. President invited all parties represented in
Parliament to come and have talks with him in order to
see where we could stand as far as devolution of power is
concerned.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Presiding Member, I think the Hon. Minister has
a very difficult task ahead of him because, today, our
country is bankrupt. And, when the country is bankrupt, it
is very difficult to follow a strong economic policy.
Today, we have to go around the world with a begging
bowl because we are bankrupt. When a country is strong,
economically, it could conduct a very straightforward
foreign policy.

I remember, in the early 1950s when Sri Lanka was to
sign the Rubber-Rice Agreement with China, the
Americans opposed our signing it because no country
was dealing with China at that time. But, because we
were economically strong and we had a surplus of foreign
exchange, we disregarded the concerns of America and
signed it. That Agreement lasted for 30 years. Before
that, when the Hon. J.R. Jayewardene was in Parliament,
soon after the World War II, when the entire world, at
San Francisco, told Japan that they must pay war
reparations, it was J.R. Jayewardene who got up and said,
“Let us not take revenge”. He quoted the Buddhist
stanza “Nahi verena verani” and the whole world listened
to him and the demand for reparations against Japan was
dropped. Then, when the Hon. (Mrs.) Sirima
Bandaranaike was Prime Minister, during the Indo-
Pakistani War, when Pakistan asked for refuelling -
though we were very close with India and the Hon. (Mrs.)
Bandaranaike had a strong relationship with Mrs. Indira
Gandhi and the Nehru family - she agreed and gave them
refuelling facilities. Then, we were economically strong
and had respect right round the world.

But, today, what is the situation? We are bankrupt,
totally bankrupt! When we go to the UN, we do not have
any respect; they have no regard for us. Now, in addition
to the violations of human rights, today, we are accused
of economic crimes - @&8m gscd - as well. co=
Doemnes WO B, @83Sm gsdhdds O
Bedn o, adding insult to injury. So, how can we conduct
a strong foreign policy? We have to listen to the big
powers because we are going to them with a begging
bowl. If we disregard their concerns, we will not get any
support from the IMF. That is the sad situation today.

Now, take up the war crimes which are happening in
Gaza. Sri Lankans are close to their Muslim community.
In our heart of hearts, we bleed, our hearts bleed for the
people in Gaza. But, can we get up and say that there are
war crimes being commited in Gaza? Can we say that?
We can say, but we have not said so. We always talk
about the two-State solution, that is all. Two-state
solution is far away. The present concern is the violation
of human rights and war crimes committed in Gaza daily.

Daily, war crimes are taking place there. I concede
that Hamas made the initial mistake of attacking the
Israeli people. But, now, the Israelis have gone beyond
that; they have exceeded the right of self-defence and are
giving collective punishments -e0@8z ¢RD® - wowo Boeds
953> Smm00, which is a war crime. But, we have not
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said so at the UN; we have never uttered a word. Hon.
Minister, we know the plight of the Jews: six million Jews
were killed during the World War II. I hope, when you go
to the UN next time, you will have the guts to ask, who
killed the Jews? It was not the Asians or the Arabs. Jews
were killed by the Europeans and they are the people who
preach human rights to us today. That is an unfortunate
situation. Therefore, as I said earlier, when the economy
is weak, we are in a very bad situation. We cannot speak
our mind out because we want help from the IMF and if
we speak our mind out, we will not get the aid we want. 1
hope you would attend the Human Rights Council next
week because I saw in the newspapers some time ago that
you had given up on the Human Rights Council. Is that
correct? I heard the top person saying, “We will not go to
the Human Rights Council in the future”; 1 heard it
myself. Therefore, I hope you would go there the next
time and put the record straight.

Before 1 conclude, Sir, I would like to speak about
cricket. Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, you are the
Chairman of the Cabinet Subcommittee on on cricket. In
that, one thing you all are discussing is about bringing
reforms, the Chitrasiri Report and all that. I must tell you
what they did in India. When a cricketer went to the
Indian Supreme Court, the Court appointed an Interim
Committee to carry out the reforms. So, my advice to you
is, appoint an interim committee that is loyal to you - [ am
not telling you to accept our interim committee - and
through them, do the reforms. As long as the Sri Lanka
Cricket is there as it is, they would never support the
reforms; they would sabotage those. So, appoint a new
interim committee and carry out the reforms.

Then, I want to tell you an experience I had when I
was the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs in the late
90s.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

RIR@O Bwud» wewe ¢dwsy, ©d OEnOA.

oG BB 05T AB8adc Svmo
(oressTyfl@ FU L SgTemtl suFagLoest &liflsTsLsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
I will conclude, Sir.

At that time, the LTTE forces were advancing towards
Jaffna. I was the Deputy Foreign Minister and the Hon.
Lakshman Kadirgamar was ill in India; he was in India
for one year. The LTTE forces came up to Pallai, nearly
40 kilometres from Jaffna. We did not have ammunition;
we did not have guns. Major General Janaka Perera, who
was the Commander at that time, spoke to me every day
and asked, "Where are the guns and ammunition?" The
LTTE forces were nearly 40 kilometres from Jaffna. We
asked help from various countries. We asked help from
our nearest neighbour.

What did they say? They said, “We cannot give you
guns and ammunition. We will give you ships to take the
troops away”; ®8cd ¢8I mOBIBY 3D IO BODa.
But, fortunately for us, Pakistan, in the nick of time, gave
us multi-barrel guns and we were able to send them to
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Pallai and repel the insurgents. That was the closest they
came to achieving a separate State. If we had removed
our Army that day from the North, it would have been
like Bangladesh; there would have been a separate State.
But, thanks to Pakistan, it did not happen. The Hon.
Kadirgamar, who was my Minister, said in his last speech
in this House, “We have two real friends” and named
China and Pakistan because they helped us in our hour of
need. Thank you very much.

OG B50BsB BB 98.4.08. g8 dB Owvmo
(oressrfl@ FaTTSILS FLL_SHrent eTid.uy,.61ib. o6 FLim)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Sir, just give me a minute.

First of all, thank you very much, Hon. Member, for
reminding of those horrific days we had to go through in
the past. In the meantime, the position of the Sri Lankan
Government on what is taking place in Gaza has been
consistent. We have voted in favour of all the UN
Resolutions calling for a ceasefire in Gaza. In that, we
have made our interventions and our Permanent
Representative is the Chairman of the Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the
Occupied Territories appointed by the UN. So, we have
done our part and our support is consistent with
everybody; I am glad that we have extended that support
across the board.

There is one more clarification I need to make. My
State Minister informed me that my Friend, the Hon.
G.G. Ponnambalam, had said that I had made a remark
this morning that there are some Members of this
Parliament who have separatist tendencies. No, I did not
say so. I ask the Hon. Ponnambalam to please go through
my speech made this morning, getting it from Hansard.
What I did say was that there are some elements among
the international community, among the diaspora, which
is obvious, who advocate separatism and advised not to
become prey to that, leading another generation of young
Tamils into disintegration. That is what I said because,
yesterday, we had an engagement with the Sri Lankan
diaspora in different countries to get their support to
rebuild Sri Lanka’s economy as well as to support each
other. So many people made submissions at that and there
was one lady representing the NDA, who made a speech
full of ideologies supporting separatism, a separate State
or a separate homeland concept. Then, I said that is not
going to take us anywhere and that it will again bring us
back to square one. We have come out of it now. I am
glad that all the three TNA MPs who spoke said, “We do
not advocate separatism. We advocate maximum
devolution within a Unitary State”. The Hon.
Ponnambalam has always stood for his right to advocate
federalism. That is his right. Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court
had ruled in their Judgment that within a Unitary State or
a united Sri Lanka, people can advocate federalism and
that it does not amount to a separate State. So, I just
wanted to clarify that for the record. Thank you.

®O o306 OIE®o

(oressLfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNGTT Sj6uTasiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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[3.52 p.m.]

B BB BB GotsyTF BB Gres@r T H® Owmo
(oreTL)Lll@ FTeRTdHSIWET TTERLES T6sT @) TEFLOTessildhaLD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, before I start my speech, let me clarify that the
TNA's position has always been maximum devolution
within a united framework of Sri Lanka. We have never
said "unitary". So, I just want to correct that because the
Hon. Minister said that the TNA Members who spoke
said "unitary". We have said that maximum possible
devolution could be discussed within a united framework
of Sri Lanka. So, I want to correct that.

ec®g Bymnd Bewldms WmOm O3Fddwnm Doewsy
transitional justice 88a¢® owd @ndcws’ § ylocwsy
882D ovd ©md B8O cEe-umw 88 B8O 0® wvod
DEDD, 0® PWHD IFHOT WS WO BBO yowdsmwsl
D 0@me, @@ ERRNOT, @ PeBLD Bewddmw HO®
a0 Paced 8O» wd»d Bewldnwurieds w©yBae
wBe e B s M 8y8e 8Be BE oL, HEYHBO
g 8:80 adeom ED® reconciliationdco wideBsT®
8GdQ 8O »nOB Hood. B9 wnd WE BB FOEED
ewldRdw 9 0wdy & wmidemw @8e med &
208D gmn 188 Hew, @® 5O ng reconciliation
o> D DO NBW sy Bwocs. & Bwo ©8 & subject
O O D WOBTTDHOB DR800 D) @DBIesy 53 W1.

G0 @8S8m Dnewsy Mooy Hewd swdedd
Com0ed BWEEN DRIEECBD §ey DO § Cowod
o) BB Dede ®OWR aPiserwrd e DRSO
5108 Bpew. BoE DoROR 508 Byen Busiery e@m&.
Bedn ©®TAm -LrmssIns OBV~ ©oW e® OO
200wedEn) 0om So® BO wde BEAe dunie DoROH o®
2®ms000wd 5108 BYen. g8 IMF vmf oz Agreement
OO @0, & amd e yRogwon m»ew J ey
e®dsis Foreign Direct Investments ¢0as8. & esw m0¢
ewd evdsim ®zy%. Investment promotion in tourism e
Beda mO@n ¢@meawd BmE DoROE 08 By .
OB, 0® Omoens Soda mOYD a@isoe®ws VoW &
DOR® HBwrmndews’ 98l OB D ¢Bd EBEeBBTEBT BI1.
e® @edt)ed 83m» #@BOC; B8O owd mm WO
euel®Em Deddmur 00edd gud Beastewr). dedn
DOED @I RewNs BeN® WEBHICW emedy AOW
280 euvemsies’ Y. Yov® Buesin) e¥nd e®wud. Seda
CODE oDy dFm vude meed @B eOcr Bge
wdem a¢ 03O0 oy Heag widewn g eOmRC a8 »3
ofenens mw.. GSP Plus swme ¢ ovey, a®c oo
oo, @8, GSP Plus svme 20d® Bw osis godss
DOw Goe3Rd BEulsiesy vyw. Sm=F transitional justice
Ded® ocdg BBysTed ydmwexw B edlld O
Dcwr BeB. 0m9d Vedesdthd, dE3ISEE0 %y B8wd
38 mOwn ®mostesy mw;, UN @50 88mO 008s®
Besiesy Eo00 BGdd ocwnw, 000 Bwdewdched
Coes@BHOR Dred IO By, edDE a8 Wmosiery
o B BeB. a8 Im ofnBsy Beg ond.

Bedn ®mOwn a@mmere ©® Omnor stolen assets
recover mosis oxn Om »Owus Besim? UN deod &
8@ Vews’ eBlen Beamdr. ©°© dw BeOTHO;
“Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative” by the World Bank

Group and the UNODC. It is a UN initiative. cozfeszfs o
e yoon’, 8O eud 8Oy muwemewd edsim »yODsT,
Com0eds’ WD v enIdH® oy & el v3d» GO
BEO cvemsIm ¢@imsns Wi oxm O initiative
O BsIm? ©8@®N0 gw Busisy godsy, JOo g@imsern
WO O18) 05%0ed8B, SO Gedt)d WO» OB eedd, Jo
Beda @Ogn ¢@imseew WmOB OB 059ed8 Bwco.
Stolen asset recovery ®cwe 888ms sgBwe addg 21 ne
eael 3Bwm 21E O nEd avy cOINEE Bedmro.
080 00 ethed BEwm 174 O nEd @vsTd o
Bedmea. British and South African authorities helped
Nigeria recover US Dollars 17.7 million. It may be a
small amount. But here, has one single initiative been
made? There are a lot of concerns about the Tamil people
that I want to raise, but there is no point in raising them in
this House since those responsible are not going to act on
them, which is why I am talking about the questions the
entire Sri Lankan community would want to ask. & w@ewo
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(omessTLyif@ FrenTdhdlweT TTELSS et @)rraLomentsasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Hon. Minister, you can answer after I finish, please.

"®® gx0n0meddy JoeniFdEs 00nedsT evd @I
B 99 B Bedmryd. 2500mned 00m® w0y e
0O @mEO ovemmemO onfdwas Bue OB
OB B 8600 Peoemns, cdsec nO8 wd®sIR
B 09500 Hooms ¢1O8Ddw o® 60 sen) eImdac,
eaddwsed sen @uEimdie Bws 0® yEDWO Comed
S500 BEROw @c&.

®®m¢, there is a conflict of interest. The Minister of
Foreign Affairs has been an esteemed position in this
country. People with credibility such as the late Hon.
Lakshman Kadirgamar held this position. Those people
had so much credibility, internationally. Today, what has
it come to? Today, we have a Minister of Foreign Affairs
who claimed that his son was needed to help him prepare
for a meeting at the UN General Assembly. Diplomats
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around the world were very upset over that. oo
#OBROB, afnO® O Ded® oz’ diplomatses H®
gyecensy  ouiery. JemEesl Bomd, @ Jded
diplomatic service &= ;G0 c® DO, Mg DI
BaE. o@me, #:0Bndied addi 18 gy »@8 speech
O Busim ¢ ®OBTesy. Onemd I gons VWem®
diplomatseied »OFEO ©19dsr Dreod D@, CBSE.

@ed 0O g8 JOn. 95I8wdE, WNOE gnd Bedm
0®DTUMOEO 00 OB BB @ WO Owm
Comned Beadm ©wd®ITA BEE 00 HFFORO o
Bedmrydn. ¢l 00 BeB, WD emd ciedsna,
Cos@rHBHO WBEND ©DNEDEY W WOHD BwEr. OO
D eONEDST BOWMOHD eNedB. 988 grnomed
e®Ded yASmmE qud CERB. eI BrNBBBOI®
o> BOedD? E5ndeBAn®0 dodn ©wdITAm Bwn
Beadmd, On® & Bedn w®ITIAm Bs cvewndd
Woeony 0® w8lm adgcw HB8nLnid B »HYS, ¢y
@i @D Bedwien’? “rnIvh ememys, OB
oo @O WO eHE OVOBTID Codd ©mIR
ABmemO alrport =0 B8z w@edcs photo == gdevs
Em D00 cOmD. BPYVOED ecIwme Ded B8B8EE a¢
@@ mOTeny? Bede »OYn 4@ aed BEBHE,
S5080Bn@8, @805 @ photo album d== we ozime
cstent oy, @® clwow Wosiesy.Photos ©si5ydo; ¢c®xdo.
0@ @Rwed 0808 Ba® HGedr, adwr »OD Yew®
O I ©wy photo O, e@wo VO ew® e®wr dm
owyg photo ¥  Bedmds. Photos frame m»sze office
vod KO8, HOsTed sfeE gruem ©86®s6DO photo
albums escesImH3 508 88s Scewlsmws Beodsless.

OO o306 OsIEH®o

(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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have gone to COP 28, as what? As a tourist. We have
heard that experts —
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, when we are debating
the Votes of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the first
thing that strikes me is the ranking of the Sri Lankan
passport. The Sri Lankan passport is ranked 97" among
the global passports. In the Hanley Passport Index, which
is probably the world’s top Index in ranking passports,
we are ranked 97", What does it mean? It means that if
you have a passport of one of the top countries in the
world, you have access to 40 countries without visa. Sri
Lanka has very little access to other countries, to get a
visa on arrival. Among those few countries are Pakistan,
Singapore and Dominica. I was in Dubai this week and
even to go to Dubai, now, you need a visa. So, that is the
real state of our passport.

If our Foreign Policy is to be measured in terms of
what needs to be done, a lot of things need to be done. I
know that we are a member of the Non-Aligned
Movement and we have a very proud history about that,
but NAM is only a platform. Today, our Foreign Policy
has to be multi-aligned with nations and entities which
currently hold and wield global power. Most countries in
the world are like that. They are in numerous
associations, not like being in the bipolar world, into
which we were born. Such an approach must be both
strategic in content and long-term as well as tactical in its
application in line with our national interests and
aspirations, I emphasize, of all the communities living in
this country. Therefore, it is prudent to embrace a
multilateral system which promotes the global world
order governed by the rule of law and international
norms. The United Nations Charter reminds us of the non
-use of force, peaceful resolution and settlement of
conflicts.

Sir, Sri Lanka’s national security is not a military
endeavour. We are a little island nation. Our national
security largely rests with the Foreign Policy of the
country and the role the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
actually plays. Where appropriate, Sri Lanka may enter
into defence, security, naval and non-military agreements
to boost the country’s national and maritime security.
Such  collaboration  will  facilitate  networking
opportunities for the country’s Navy and ports to bring
more value to the economy. So, our Foreign Policy must
now, as a strategy, have economic diplomacy at its core
in policy formulation. Sri Lanka must trade with all the
States for mutual benefit and we have to maintain our
open-market strategy. We know that, maybe, 10 to 15 per
cent of our population lives overseas. Largely, they live
overseas for economic reasons. Therefore, they are very
important for us.

Furthermore, we also need to be mindful that we
should have good relations with all our neighbouring
countries. In geopolitics of today, this is the challenge
that a small country like ours faces in decisions we have
to take. However, in building those relationships, first, we
need to acknowledge our own constraints, both internal
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and external. There are internal constraints in terms of the
state of governance and the institutions in this country.
The rule of law, the economy, human rights,
reconciliation, politico-military-religious nexus and
related problems, climate and environmental realities,
social issues in terms of health, aging population and
human resource constraints are our internal issues. We
also need to understand that, externally, we have
limitations such as market, skilled human resources and
the immediate neighbourhood and beyond. So, we have to
re-establish our credibility. That is critical, both internally
and externally. Rebuilding internal credibility is essential
in restoring trust and confidence, particularly among the
minorities in this country. Throwing shots at each other
across the Well of Parliament is not really going to help
us. That is very unfortunate. We also have to work with
our bilateral partner nations which have been close to us.
Even countries like Japan, the USA and Canada, for
decades, have been working closely with us.

Sir, we must face the fact that we have to uphold
domestic responsibilities because if we do not uphold
domestic responsibilities, our sovereignty erodes; it is not
for any other reason. There is no point in blaming other
countries for this. Taking measures to rebuild and regain
our sovereignty must be of critical importance. Therefore,
we need an authentic rebranding of this country. I do not
want to hold the Sri Lankan passport ranked 97th in the
world when some of us, who had even studied and lived
abroad, have the option of obtaining other citizenships
and passports. We did not because we want to rebuild this
country. We do not want our passport to be at the 97th
place. We need to rebrand our country. We must identify
and stand to represent fundamental values. This
endeavour must be an authentic one, where Sri Lanka
could say that it is democratic, multiethnic, multilingual
and stands for human rights. It has to do what it says and
build a reputation for being so and not come here and just
criticize every institution, including the United Nations,
the UNHRC and all those other parties. If we do the right
thing, we do not have to be really concerned about others.

We need to promote a free and open Indo-Pacific
Region with active and unimpeded sea lanes and ports.
Among other things, we have the potential to be inter-
connected, secure, resilient and a prosperous region. Sri
Lanka must, as the Chair of the Indian Ocean Rim
Association, leverage the opportunity in resolving the
multitude of regional concerns in consultation with
member countries, as we lead them. Sri Lanka must
pursue its commitments to the Bali Process and we have
to position ourselves as a regional leader in advocating
the fight against human trafficking - this matter is thrown
at us when we go to other countries - people smuggling
and related transnational crimes. We have to work really
hard in rebranding ourselves and our country.

We must uphold the principles of the Indo-Pacific
Strategy of the US. What are those principles? Problems
are dealt with openly; rules are agreed upon transparency
and applied fairly; people, ideas and goods flow freely
across the land, cyberspace and the open seas with

governance that is transparent and responsive to the
people of this country. That is the foreign policy we need.
We must be committed to regional integration. The
SAARC region is the least integrated part of the world.
And, unfortunately, it is out of our hands because of
India’s relationship with Pakistan. But, we must pay
attention to BIMSTEC, the only functional regional
platform at this moment. Also, the late Hon. J.R.
Jayewardene explored our relationship with ASEAN and
I will call upon the Government to explore our
relationship, even 30 to 40 years later, with ASEAN. The
world order has changed and other small countries have
taken these very drastic measures. So, we need to think
about these anew. Traditionally, the close and friendly
relations with India must be nurtured with a view of
benefiting from India's rise as a major economic and
political power. India is very important to us and our
relationship with India is one to be projected with
exclusivity and one that Sri Lanka has engaged with over
the millennia. I do not think there is any debate about it,
whether we are in Government or in Opposition.

Sir, we have a long-standing friendship with China
but in different forms and manifestations, especially in
the context of the rise of China in this Century as an
economic power. Sri Lanka joined the Chinese Belt and
Road Initiative as a mutually beneficial enterprise.
However, there are concerns over some projects started in
Sri Lanka, that despite the enormous cost to both Sri
Lanka and China, they are yet to yield the expected
results. I have been a critic of some of those
infrastructure projects because those were on long-term
debt rather than on equity. Therefore, we have to pay the
debt and the results of the wisdom of engaging in some of
those will come in over 20 to 40 years later. In this
context, the debt burden of Sri Lanka is a major cause for
concern, though the debt debacle is totally Sri Lankan
made and China is not central to that. I have to make that
absolutely clear. We had the option of taking or not
taking debt. But still, we now call upon China to take the
initiative to create a path for us to recover from the
debacle we are actually in.

Sir, I would also like to pose a couple of questions to
the Hon. Minister who is here to respond. What is really
happening to the Millennium Challenge Corporation -
MCC - and the Status of Forces Agreement - SOFA?
How are the negotiations going on? Are we concluding
them? Presently, Singapore is the hub for ships.
However, Sri Lanka has the potential to become the
regional hub for those ships with suitable international
diplomatic trade engagements. Sri Lanka must pursue
such international engagements. We do not have to run
away anymore because for a long time, we have been
pushed to a corner. Our priority has to be the creation of
society in this country, where all our children could live
because it has a future. That means, engaging with the
international community, thinking out of the box and not
going back to executing our archaic Foreign Policy and
not being bullied by anybody because of that. Therefore,
we have to think about how we are going to engage in
that. We gave Singapore that opportunity 40 years ago.
We also have natural ports in this country. We need to
generate income. Therefore, we have to look at how we
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are going to engage in it. Therefore, Sri Lanka must
pursue such international engagements, particularly in a
situation where domestic politics have impacted on the
outlook of the country, as was the case with the MCC. 1
remember during the Presidential Election, how
politicians got up, just screamed and shouted about the
MCC and then actually destroyed a good opportunity.
But, let us not do that in our engagements on using our
ports to really make money.

Sir, I would like to conclude by referring to some
operational modalities, which I would like to leave for
you to answer, Hon. Minister. I heard the Hon. Minister
saying in his speech this the morning that we need to
maintain an ideal mix of 65 per cent of career diplomats
and 35 per cent of others. I want to say that under the
foreign policy of the SIB, we wanted to keep make it 75
per cent of career diplomats because that is their job, that
is what they are going to be trained for and that is what
they are encouraged to do. Our defence, our frontline in
economic prosperity is going to be the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. So, for a thriving economy, international
trade and finance, Sri Lanka must appoint qualified and
experienced career diplomats to strategic markets
including new markets. We need to do that in consultation
with the Department of Commerce and the Department of
Trade and Investment Policies as it is imperative to have
an economic diplomacy strategy compiled upon the
pillars of investment, trade and tourism.

I would say that the recruitment process which has
been going on in the past few weeks, we need to relook
at. Sri Lanka has a mentality where even if one is going to
do dancing, singing and other aesthetic subjects, we only
look at his Z-score. I say that very soon, we would have
people who could answer papers but could not sing or
dance. The same thing is going to happen to our Foreign
Ministry.

OO o306 OsIEH®o

(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTRIGL 2 DILNeTT SjeuTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

O 9G¥ DS Dwmo
(oreryflg @) rrer afléalrLorgeo)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Okay, I will conclude quickly, Sir.

So, we need to look into that.

Then, the appointment of relatives of politicians to
diplomatic positions must be halted, there is no question
about it. It does not matter whether it is done by that side
or this side, but it must be halted. Also, appointment of
defence officials who have certain allegations, proven or
unproven, it does not matter, to diplomatic positions
should not be made. I am asking even from the
Committee on High Posts how they could appoint such
people? We must move away from individuals to
principles to see that this country go forward.

Hon. Minister, in the Sri Lankan Consular Service,
basic things like showing courtesy in answering the phone
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have to be improved since there is a lack of it. I must
commend the Consul General of Sri Lanka to Dubai,
whom I did not meet during my recent visit, but I heard
about the wonderful job he is doing there. I say that we
need to look at all these.

Sir, the President goes around castigating the Quad,
AUKUS and so on and so forth. I do not think those are
wise moves given the Indo-Pacific Strategy. Even
Bangladesh recently had its own one and ASEAN also
had its own one.

Earlier, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was in the
front in answering questions posed under the RTI. Now,
it is far behind in doing that and excuses are given. The
website does not give the RTI officials stationed across
the country. I would suggest that we attend to those
things and improve our services because we need to serve
the Sri Lankans living overseas, who are a big asset to
this country and not a liability, as people used to think
they were.

Thank you.

@O Roe306:e) OBIE @

(omessTyfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Ali Sabry Raheem. You have eight
minutes.

OO ¥nluB BB ©8.4.98. ¢8 8T Svm

(oressryifl@ FaTTSugd) FL L ggrewst eTib.wy.6Tib. 68l FLfl)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Sir, give me a minute to answer the Hon. Member,
please.

O §Roe3506:8) OG0

(orevT @ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNTT Sj6uTaerT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. Minister?

OO ¥nluB BB ©8.4.98. ¢8 w3 Svwmo
(oressryfl@ sarrTHugd) F1L_dgrest] eTib.uy.6Tib. 68 FL1ifl)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

A couple of questions were asked. First of all, I thank
the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne for making a very
interesting speech and making good suggestions, many of
which we will take into account.

As far as working with regional bodies, we have
already applied for RCEP and we are working with the
different member countries to get access to RCEP. There
are also suggestions that we should explore joining
BRICS. We are looking at that, too, and will probably go
to the Cabinet with that suggestion. And, there was a
good suggestion in the morning from one of the Members
of the Government ranks that a foreign relations
committee should be established here in Parliament to
take bipartisan decisions. For example, with regard to
agreements like the Millennium Challenge Corporation
and SOFA, if one party takes a decision, the other party
opposes it. Therefore, it is time that we take up such
matters at a foreign relations committee and then take
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policy decisions so that those decisions would not be
changed when governments change or other things
happen. So, we have worked on that.

As I said in the morning, it is not that we are aspiring,
but we have already recruited three batches as heads of
Missions. We have achieved a target of 65 per cent of
career diplomats. If you look at the numbers per se, 65 per
cent of those are career diplomats and, unfortunately, we
have a huge shortage of diplomats in the Service. We
have a cadre of 264 diplomats, which was approved about
10 years ago, whereas now, we have only 164. Finally,
yes, we are in the process of recruiting them. The
Interview Panel was telling me that out of the total marks,
just 3.1 per cent is given for the performance at the
interview. Out of 800 marks, 700 marks go for the written
test, 75 marks go for certificates, for their MA or BSc or
any other qualifications and for performance, just 25
marks. Therefore, I think it is time that we relook at the
marking scheme. So, thank you very much for those
suggestions. We will certainly take them into
consideration.

OO o306 OBIE®o

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Ali Sabry Raheem. You have eight
minutes.

[19.L1. 4.36]

@G ¢8 0B 6B wmo
(omevsryLil@ o168 1Ml raunfib)

(The Hon. Ali Sabri Raheem)
Liswiblsvsvralic Fapwrefli- 7aufih.

Qaarrey HeweewGTHIGL 2 mitifleri SjeuisGer, @)bg
BrieoL 1 Qurmerrsry Cbdbsigulledmbg LG (Hbsss0
wrenTyLll@ — meTTdlugl  euisEhdEL ;
B m&HeTmgl. yssemd wreul L gBledmba 30 eumpLkiserTss
wpewedlb  urgrepweToll  Urdpld  smeut  CsfleyGFiiwils
ULTE  Blewe @) (BhHSSHl. 6TTDTED,  LIsY
Geipseouiassr serPlewsnihgl, MNA ereirp sl Aulleyr Te

urflu Uk

&L_feemerd

SLbp UTTTEHeTNS Csisedlsy Gumiiquill B, BrBiIssT @i
YFaTSmsl QuDCmrid.  @eusurmresr Blewevullsy, L b
N eurrhiserts Gsergey Mlewrl. USlWHT  Bjeuidser
6TEUT S (& ﬁgﬂu’n’& RUESSTOMI BLAIGE®S THLULSHSTHL
LsVGaum pwmHFAsenar sTHSSHI 6 (HBSTHTT. Y SHILOTEHS IOV,
SeumemLw & Auledpba aflevds @ 6usb M @ LD
& Toresld Sl HabS M. UTTTEBOETH 2 Ml
yflewwenw  @veurwsd CFieugshE aumsEE orhsails
Y (HEHMSWLD BewL W 6TdTM| BTedT @b 2 Wi Fenuuied
I M& G s rerer ail(hbLsleTGmedt.

6T63TEM 63T
6TEITER)I6M L1

SumemLw  rfwsd  UrGeusd  upPluyld  SLbS
SHTOVBIGETD eumeww  Hrdwed Lwewtd  erliiguilpbs
Qserug upPluyn o Biser TVCVTHBGL GgMud! L
OBIGT (Peredlid &ThISTen 2am_ra yrfwepd@sr LlrGoudlss
e, YTY(BHS FHHNEHET YreFTBISSSIL T [@)eweanthg
Qrwmpul L ri. Meresri, wf svmisT pevedlb & mmbisslrendlesr
SemeVeui Gsemyey et andid JeuTHEnsGHd s HICTTHELD

Qziig ' ®, yTY(BHS wWaNHs TTRUING TFTHISS
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SIL 6T Bewenthg GFwpul L mi. Ulsrert, Gsearreu wanlbs
TTRUFA JUTHEhEGD SICTTHD CFgall B, B BIED
ST FTHIGESIL_6IT () enewThg LIWEBISSTT. jeui HenLOFFT T
B Bhs HTVSIH 'FOHTF Blmiuardsled Ly GomrFig 6T
BLBST. LG5 L @i @l &b Cmmls6lsTer o fldsnw
@maEwd  CFiig), condemn
uerentlullBhs Bleweoullsy, wsv Gasmig HUTLISEG WS
allhmis ST THSSUTHTET Sjeui. GgIh, Heui @Y BIED

Y PHI

26M|_TSH

ITFTHISSSH IV SOFFTTS @) HhsBUTE!, HL_Lss L 1,200
HCerdlymd ‘CerHensenr’ steirp  drugs '#Gsrs o _rs
import
FOUBSLILL I HLUILSTEF QFTeVILHHSTDSI. sTevllenitd, @)%
QarLiled @)srmisusny allFryenenr QFwliLL_ailsenev.

UeTeRTOILL L gl BBV Heuew_w  gibLiluib

Ul YDWFFITES @)(Bhs HTevSHled S L ggs L 3,200
levellwesr epumis - 320 Gamyg epumit - Gumywgluirest
‘Qarsemamsr sty drug @)bs BTL(bGd GlsresBeure
Ul L gl Seuir  SwWEFITES  @)(hhS HTVSHD  HTedr
Qevsisnsda — Slsareuresr  drug  CeTeT@eurliLl L g).
YOTTEVID, B)Gioueny euflib @& GsrLiLilsy ellFTyeneswr
GumhesTsTerliLL_ayflsvsmev;  jeurr
B)VeMEV; |G FIDLIHSLTHL LTTTEHLOSTNSS) BL_61lgdends
T DSHHLILLLIlVEMED.  DYMBWITE,  JjU(HHE  6THITS
BlFFWOTE PussTHm ellFTrement Gwnlasmsrer Gesusssr(h

&G Gl FinuiLiL ey

Gwest Bresr rewTLil@ WerTHluglui b uesfleursds CHl(Hd
Qarenalar@meir. Blewevemw @iy @)HSGLEUTS, FLL
allGrrars shish CETaTHoubsSTS 6Tl HDDEHFTL LY,
TOTdHEG 6THITS Ui QPUESTOM|  BL6UIGHMBEW(HdS
Ypwpdssis  Caraw® @) wbHlearnri. 2 ewenoulCeGu
aer@erm(h)  eubH  PHOUTHTET  JUUTH — HHIHHNHD
QEBTRTRUBSTT. UTSHTET bddH SeuwDF OGFUISTI.
B)BHSTEYID, BT H6USTHEGHMMEUTE @) (HHSHE HTTESTLOTS
oA mbs Customs Officer erenfs s L pLangsms
THSSTT. BFFWIDTS HBle) 6TdTIEML W Heumih (3)(HHSmai
TOTLDS  5SIHCETI®H, (4 @l Fib eHUTLI  SHevorL L
ueTSemBW D S galll HESHTeT Bredr 6ubGHedT. Y TTEILD,
@)#1Curetn U Heumisemenrd  GFiig Mlewm  Lglud et
IUTHEHBE 6TTlH RUSSTOHMI L aulgsHemasCwBLILSD @
6ThdS SGHSUJd @)sVemeVQWISITM BT Fom 6l (HLOLjSlTED6DT.

Guah, SLbgh HTLBIGEN) 6THRIGEHOL W  L|SHBETLD
wreul L SFl0 @) H&HSTD HweTSLH  (PeVeIlD 105 EHLD
speTPlewenThgl Liwewilds@:ibCurgl, Sjeur eTliGUITGID LossTesTITT
- STITYTLD &Esemar @halGTEah, eTarmenrd Fribd
whHeDW  WhEHmerT @)eTeleTT(h eflGLordeyld, WITLLILITERT
wéhsemer @)eT6lerT @ allgwrasayd, LssHerd whsener Ceum)
allswraa@w urigsri. @susurm UrGssaurs, @)sreursid
Uiy Ss @PH HWeVaUTHTET jeui. gerewerns TG ‘Chdlwg
‘FhSws  Heweveur’ Sjeui
QFTevedl&E6lETeTouTT. eufl b HemeveurTaugHGi sThsd

SHEDeVeUT  6TTMILD, 6T63TMILD
SGFHuD B)venevClwsiTy Brer @b 2 wiflw Feouuiled gnm
afl(pLbLy#esTGme6dT.

YSB6TD  Teul L SBeVI6Ter  0bEH6T, 6ubSTEDT  6UTLD
WEUBEHS Fnlill LEBETTEUT. EUTHET, Y BBHBETTS 6UbS
LD&55(6Th L_65T BBI% EHEDL_ILI Qs TiflevgHemerL udibg)
Q& TeTL T a6, 2 peysener Bigs5aIdh CBTdTLTTH6r, IsF
QUSMTBIGHEW6TLT LI ThGIOSTeTL T ghelr; SHremflaenerts LElibHg
QasrewTL_Tiger, elwrTuTrsensls LS THEICHTT L Tiser.
QUL L 9hS EHHEHSEG eur CFiglerm HCrrasid
6T6dTEOT El6usdTM 6D,
urgTEhwsTy 2 miliyflepwedw @ TSSIFCFIGI,

woHHemTe) G MleyGainmiiu’ L eTevrg)

CLPSITMTLD



2929 2023 e¢ew®28 07 2930

BUTTS  @)(HeHHleTD  HTOMT
s AsGHET @) WS5H15CQBTIIWH), S IJeUHHGL CluphmId
Qar@riugmarer punAseaflsy mHUL G ClsTar® &) HLriug
Srer.  @)g51CuTeTn
Plewrl. UBW BT HeUTHET 6TOTLNS BTedT (R)bHF Fewuiulley

I|UTHEMETE — SHETEDIHL_ILI

uev  GIGrTaBIGeTE  OlFIUIS TS TedT
W& G s rerer ail(hibLHleTGmedT.

WLIUG] QUBLBIGETTS LSSHemD reul L Gg1dh0lher m
(pervedid Urglplslsgiaun @) hESTSST,
I BIGsTer  GwpuThsEhd — UrFfswesrsep  (3)sTenib
STaHsUULTwe @) mbHerper.  @UIGUTIpFZ  BTEHISET
Puttalam Base Hospitalg Line Ministrysgéep
QareTeueusn @ pwnd OFg OClasreanriy HdbdlerEGmmib.
sTllamid, SYBHEG TSI DoHHIDPLILD  @)gieuer
TBISHEHEGHS SlewLdsailemev. HCsCUTe, BHIwrFCrTensy
wileisiter  QurmenTsTr WSS W BleweVwdbens  LilallHdg)
QFiusN&ETES BThIGT LLGM PwhHAsemears GlFiig)

LT ERLeTDL

Qarewrigmds — HeorGomin.  Amy wewy
TBIGEHOL W  LdbSerd BETid Gleusrer Biled cppdlesrmg).
eTeoTGou, LSSHOTD BETHems Oleusiiend &HrdhssHe0(hHSI
UTEI&ETEHSS SHTCeusnTHOIwesr HTeir TeTLdlE e6TTSILIZ
auisafllid Casl B&CHTeTHdTEmesT. @eueurmmds, LbSemtd
W& EHew LW LrFfenansst SidbsliuLrg plapsoullsy, Glsaryeu
Plevrl. uBlyFer OBTLTHGHID I DDSHEHEHSEG B W TwD
QFigy) aupAleTmmiT.

QLB TEVTn L,

@eubleur® euBLWL Iy BrHseflgster  GgTidlsL
YSILUTHEHD HBEHD @)eVBInulle) TSN LdS%EHS S
GuifFgFibud yeIliLjeug 2 Biger 6Te0@T(HoH@GD Gl fluyb!
'‘@evBiena peedlbseflsT Heneveui eTeTn GLIWEDT DoUSSHIH
sl fwrer ACMC@etr  Hetreorid
QurPléssiiul L epuseflsy Sybsl GuifdFFibuyn sewer @),
SOT@IL W S STauTTTHEHSE —Ieui  Udlihg

Qasrer(®), HeoTeIemL W

QBTHSB HESDTT. YBTEUFI, H6UTHEHEDL I 6MTEHHE6ITLI
bBL LweTUBSS]
wmESnrT.  Seui  wm  FADPHS  HwVeuTTH @) (HHST6,
GrrerureflsEpd6assr sumalsrm GuifdFsFibLydens BTL g 60T
6T6VEVIT

QumpiugHaHTSH GufgFFibuydengLi

wreul L BigeflsYupsiter (1psivedlid L& EhdBEGHLD FilFLo
wrsl Nggs CaTHds CeussrBb. erogl BTl tgspistar 25
wreul L BIsefed psredlid L&dB6T euTLSSTHTTHT. LidSerid
STIYTSweHE CFihs  L0HSHEHLD
UrGsomisewerd Gaihs  10dh%EHLD

wreul L $Flev  LoedTedImiT,
LOGSTETTII63T  6TemedTI
wrpliurentsensd CFibg HBEHLD MHMIGHLOWITS GUTLPISI6ITD
Gurgl, Ui SET@IHL W  STTYTLD WoHHEHHE L (HLD
'‘Gpreirumrefl' steirp SglinewLuiley B0 CufFFbLysms
SN HSEDTT. eui  Yewg YrAwessrasll  LwesT
u@sHulpasSnTT. @)g Bwrwwr? eter Bresr  eurflib
CaL_HerCmetr. @) FIOLBSLTSH Hou[HBE 6THITEH BlFFWILD
BLeugEmE  THSSIUL. Couar®id. eyClaresfley, BB
GuifFFibupd HauHHEE Yrdwed CFIusHEHTS eULPBISLILIL
aflsvemev. g1 CourerureflsEns8s supmsiiLGSEDS. 351
Gumretim LW FaumisHewerd GFig ClEHTesITIY (HEHSBTDH Hjeur,
6TEUT S (& Gré?a’rra; RUSSTHMI BLAIGEH®S T(HLULSNSETHALD,
eTeorgl uUTrrEpwerm 2 midiyflepwspwls uPiusHETHe LD
pwupdasemerd QFig eumEledTmri erevTm TG gn i,
aflenL_GClumHleiTGmest.

@O R0 5061) OIE®

(oreTL Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 MIILNETT SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Faizal Cassim. You have
eight minutes.

[4.44 p.m.]

®5 o8 B dvmo
(omessrLyifl@ swusTeL HTHID)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, I am happy to speak today at
the Committee Stage Discussion on the Votes of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Labour
and Foreign Employment under the Budget, 2024.

Before I move on to the Ministry of Labour and
Foreign Employment, I just want to bring a matter to the
notice of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Hon. Minister,
the Embassies of the Middle Eastern countries in
Colombo provide very poor support to our workers. You
would not believe that those workers apply for leave from
their places of work to go to those Embassies to get their
documentation done. The Embassies do not even support
them to get photocopies. Since there are no shops with
such facilities close to the embassies, our workers have to
waste the whole day to get the necessary photocopies
from other places to get their work done. There is a
complaint given to me in that regard and please look into
that. This problem prevails mostly in the Qatar Embassy
in Colombo. People also say that when dealing with such
problems, the other embassies like the Indian High
Commission and the High Commission for the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh are faster than us. So, please
look into this matter because our workers are going to
work in those countries. To get these things done, they
have to take a day’s leave from their places of work and
bear a large expenditure to come in a three-wheeler or a
rented car. Therefore, Hon. Minister, attend to this
complaint, taking into consideration all these matters and
rectify this situation.

Secondly, I would like to speak about the Ministry of
Labour and Foreign Employment. ®® 8»nxfesy 0® edcied
208 ©O G5 HOBR®I 0® Ko wrred erImd. Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Foreign Employment and Labour
ved ©® ouymds. Foreign Employment Bureau oezf
Section ®mx Bedxsds, O/L and A/L Bwoe pass edcs
g0 o@D oI Ay BwEo next step = Bwo
@y, & aonwd agoidemd Gi8eE 8Bwm 500 e¢mda.
58 @¢ eOmWE BBO @O0 Bs Vod yodnwd
#BCEE & ed workshop omn s0FOmD ©® o
0. & Beo O ¢8 Boemsn oz, @® Died workshop
O gd@s oy, & wewr 005t Wmom GB8eE 8Bwx 500
gsced BeEr. OO0 Bwo & 01 0ddE ewiw ACSID
B a8 Bwuwsroo.

OO0 HOBNOB, ©® »O WCemw VIO Bwsis
BB, wo@irysensy ¢8 dBw wewo training programme
O WO sy, gin Danewx’® @®m»0 Education
Ministry om= Omn 0¥ Q. afn mdems nHOS,
VTA & NAITA ed @renmdce »03es & ne 9uin
®zy. Foreign employment @ciewmeditn O aw »O8
S000 Ox¥ery. »>§s NAITA &=, Technical Colleges e
VTA 92 850 don 830 REO 83weBsy O18= 0dsyesy
DD
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[0 08BeE 208 @wmn)

®od sePOB yEm®w e@®E. @ iNsewsy OB @G
cosionds; €88 938 9oom 0simd. Y ¢O8 9§t
B WO ¢Bies’ . ©® 88Ec0 VIA dewd Ampara
District Director &2 G »05@200 ¢dl, IO
988 coxOme Bucr. @D BdD. »8s & ¢wd Spoken
English coztofesy oy @8 ¢s¥mds, 80 SO jobsdEo
@5y0m00 @-G8 ¢siesy myB Beo train Jay €98 0 O
88 emersy reject e0mD BwEr. O© B OB ®od o®
proposal &z @28sx morTeny.

I propose that after the O/Ls, it is good if the students
could undergo training at a camp conducted by the
National Cadet Corps or the National Youth Corps until
their results are released. I think it takes about seven
months for results to be released. So, you could give them
a tranining for one year in such camps. In those camps,
first of all, they should be taught self-discipline, foreign
languages, improve their computer literacy and so on.
Hon. Minister, you would not believe, but in countries
like Korea, Singapore and Japan, students are being
trained that way. Actually, they are not trained only in
those subjects, but also given a two-year training in armed
forces. Hon. Minister, I am not asking you to give them
training in the armed forces, but they have to be trained in
such a way that after the O/Ls, we produce a disciplined
student so that the country will have disciplined people.
You could start it, at least, from 2024. From then
onwards, we could send some disciplined people to work
abroad. For example, take the Filipinos who are employed
in foreign countries. I do not know how they do their
service. If you take the Middle East, the people there
prefer to employ Filipinos than us because they are
disciplined, know the language and they are skilled.
Therefore, my request is for the Government to have a
new policy, under which our workers could be trained for
one year in centres like in the training camps I proposed
earlier. During the last Government, they had a lot of
National Youth Corps training centres with enough space.
In those spaces, you can establish centres for language
and other training and to teach them discipline and
thereby, the country would prosper day by day.

GRow0Gie) ©0 OIEROB, god gy P O OO
@® gdE%hed Burlm v ged ©d dwedsics Cwss
2®@mwun@s Japanese language, Korean language o »
meo. Sri Lanka Foreign Employment Bureau demsi yyneq
WO BN BedTesy 20med. w@imsessy ged
808 PTIHD BORewd e ®emm. SemEEsOD
BDOS ¢0 wIm . & €OBHO coTIOTD god yodnwd
s S Beasim dsy. Foreign Employment Bureau
vt BNy WO PEHNS BeasTes’ adeld. & Hen OO
9C8®xW mImo, vocational training centres ®Swo & gw
gy BBe® DixwsaBen sO05T ofenis D8 el Bwe.
2ol seDE evmtw Bedresy vocational training centres
eww Technical Colleges »®8. & 0w @b ®»38
8efedi® comIdm 8O O yOOsy »O, & gwd
Japanese language ew Korean language ¢osiosys goosy
BweE ©© nrDo.

S OO 0® &nB mSms, Ceylon-German Technical
Training Institute &m0. ©® ¢x¥» 88O Ceylon-German
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Technical Training Institute oz »®8 ¢F¥n drewsi®
@0ec0® Gfmle WoTens. g¢ Omemd SemEcsied
training programmes ®=emI® @O S BedsIend.
eumenn ©dem m»OSw ¢wd mechanicse 88wd
REeIBWDED B85  Beadmdr. & aqw  oImd
ReeYEwD0. & Bt emtd 08 53 cmsigedsy Ceylon
-German Technical Training Institute &m0 wms. god
training centres Sm= & DGO evemsI®y OO B,
Comned Bedm unemployment issue &= s g&) 6 ®©uI5)
8e05Y BwEo OO Gumo.

OO o306 OBIE @

(omessTyfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OC OTEROB, D@0 ednT g oEw ¢desy.

O3S 08 8O dwvmo

(omeisLyfl@ swusTed HTHiD)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)

Actually, what I feel is that the training programmes
in our country are conducted in a totally wrong way. If
we can bring all those programmes under the control of
one department, we can make the country prosper.

Thank you very much.

O §Roes06:8) OG0

(orenTLLfl@ HMVMLLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNTT Sj6uTaerT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have eight
minutes.

[4.52 p.m.]

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo

(orerfl@ (HTHF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Presiding Member, I regret that I had to get
entangled with the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs in
the morning; it was not my intention.

DO B50RuB Bl ©8.4.00. ¢8 AT Dwvmo
(orevsrfl@ FarrTHugd) F1L_dgrest] eTib.uy.6Tib. 68 FLuifl)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

I, too, am sorry about that.

@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢ BFDo Bwmo

(oressryfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I think the Hon. Minister wants to say something.
Sir, why do you not give him the mike?

@0 Bn&luB BB ©0.4.90. 8 ©wdT Swvm

(orevsrfl@ FaTTSuS FLU_Ldgrest] 6Tid.wy.6Tib. 68 FLuf)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Hon. Member, my feelings are also the same. I do not
think we should get into that kind of an entanglement.

Thank you.
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@G (8028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oreryflg (HevTHF) anias & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Yes, let us drop it.

All T want to say is this. Hon. Minister, what we tried
to do was to reduce the time that it took for people get
their work attended to. We did a survey. Earlier, it took
six hours. People came from various parts of the world to
get things done at the Ministry and we brought that time
down to ten minutes with the Electronic Document
Attestation System. I do not want to go into it, but all I
want is to get this opening day’s notice into Hansard. Sir,
I table* it.

Also I would like to table* a press release and a news
report which state that that project won not only the Most
Outstanding ICT Achievement Award, but also another
award.

That is all I want to say. If there is any assistance I
could offer you, Hon. Minister, I will be more than happy
to help.

The next point I want to make is, you made a bit of a
tongue in cheek remark. You said that I know only
theory. But, theory matters. I will tell you why. We,
recently, had the privilege of listening to one of the
largest exporters from Vietnam. He highlighted five
things which help increase Vietnam's FDI inflow and
exports. As you know, in 1995, both our countries'
exports were at three and a half billion US Dollars. Our
country, this year, with the drop of about 20 per cent in
exports, would be lucky if we could reach US Dollars 11
billion. But, it is expected that Vietnam might cross the
US Dollars 400 billion target. So, there is something
radically different in our approach.

One of the main points highlighted by that Vietnamese
exporter was economic diplomacy. If you have not seen
his presentation, Hon. Minister, I urge you to get it from
the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. It was done at the Sri
Lanka Economic Summit. When we spoke to our
diplomats, what we found was - they are obviously very
well qualified like you said. When I was in office,
actually the people whom I worked with in the Foreign
Ministry were the smartest and they were really
hardworking - that they really needed some additional
help in converting themselves from Foreign Service
officers to marketing officers for Sri Lanka.

The next one is a long story and I hope to table the
relevant documents. This is about a programme
conducted with the Harvard University. We started a
programme called “Dynamic Economic Diplomacy
Online Course” for 18 weeks. It was a collaboration
between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Department
of Commerce and the Centre for International
Development in Harvard Kennedy School. The goal of

* gedmwmed md go.
* s Blewevw G S0 sweusi s (Hersngy.
* Placed in the Library.
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this programme was to enable diplomats to play a more
proactive role, spearheading the Government’s new
policies pursuing exports of US Dollars 20 billion by
"Vision 2020". We are already in 2023 and are still at US
Dollars 10 billion. It was an 18-week programme and in
the Participation Agreement of this course, it is stated that
this course is being offered by the Harvard Centre for
International Development for the first time with Sri
Lanka being the first country to engage in such a course.
It had been developed to particularly help the country’s
specific needs. It was signed on the 07™ of March, 2017.
Unfortunately, after the first round of this course, I do not
know what had happened to it now.

I am not going to talk about anything else but that.
Sir, I also table* this Summary Note on the ‘“2017
Dynamic Economic Diplomacy Course”, which I would
like you to take a look at, Hon. Minister.

There, what we tried to do was to connect the front
office, meaning the diplomats, and the back office, which
is essentially the BOI, the EDB and other government
agencies. During the first three weeks of that course, we
tried to tell them why it is important. Then, during the
next three weeks, we taught them theory, the practice and
what Singapore did in the 1960s and what Costa Rica did
in the 1990s. We took those two examples. Sir, there is a
brilliant article written by Prof. Sanjaya de Silva, who is a
friend of mine at Bard University. There, he is asking
why we want to compare Sri Lanka to Singapore and not
to Costa Rica, which is of similar size, has similar type of
people and a similar geography and explains what they
did and how they became successful. So, we took both
those examples. Then, during the next four weeks, we
talked about how we connect the front office and the back
office and it was practised.

We got 49 diplomats to participate in that course and
39 of them finished it. The rule was "300, 30, 3 and 1:
300 contacts yield 30 discussions, 3 active engagements,
and 1 deal". It is very difficult, but unless we actually go
out and try it, we would not achieve anything. Cold-
calling was something that they had never done. They
said, “We cannot cold-call. How can we do it?” The
actual comments given by our 39 diplomats and how
successful they were will surprise you, Hon. Minister. 1
will just read the list. For instance, in Guangzhou, five
connections with solar sector; In Singapore, 10
connections with real estate sector; in Saudi Arabia, four
connections with the food sector; in Mumbai, 10
connections with the pharmaceuticals sector; in Sweden,
seven connections in the auto parts sector et cetera. So, in
economic or commercial diplomacy, the lesson you learn
is that you need a new structure, has to have targets and
those targets must actually be meaningful and could be
met. They also learned the importance of knowledge in
outreach. You know that investors are knowledgeable.
So, if investors know about what is happening, we need
to be even more knowledgeable to tell them why they are,

* gedmmed md ¢o.
* BrsL Blewevi GBIV sweusisLILIL (Bersngy.
* Placed in the Library.
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sometimes, wrong and how we could change those. Also,
they had a better understanding why Sri Lanka has not
done well. I will read out one comment partly: “Our
embassies and missions are just not set up to really
facilitate this kind of work.” I think that is an important
point. So, how do you restructure this system? Like the
Hon. Eran Wickramaratne said, sharing culture and all
that is fine, but our target should be to sell Sri Lanka’s
products overseas and get FDIs to flow in here. Then,
their ideas on why Sri Lanka needs to continue doing this
work were sought and one diplomats said, “I am planning
to continue this work and also the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Colombo has already informed me to meet at
least three investors and five business leaders per
month.....” But, do we do that? No, we do not.

Hon. Minister, you spoke about the need to restructure
our debt. I completely agree with you.

We cannot continue to get loans and develop this
country. We must attract FDIs.

OO R0 06:e) OIE®o

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

@G (40028 w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orenr il (He0rBHld) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Then, under "I CAN DO THIS!", the summary note I
tabled states what another diplomat said with regard to
cold-calling. He had said, "I would not have realized that
I had it in me to really embark on this course of cold-
calling. When I saw the document from Mr. Andrews..." -
Prof. Matt Andrews is the gentleman at Harvard who
actually conducted this course for us- "....saying to cold-
call I had serious doubts, but Jinko Solar is one of those
companies that responded well to the cold-calling. They
had convened an upper management meeting to discuss
the potential of investing in Sri Lanka, which is a first
step even if it didn't work out."

There is also an Annex in that summary note, which I
would like you to go through, Hon. Minister. That Annex
gives the assignments actually done by the diplomats: V.
Krishnamoorthy and Yasantha de Silva in Chennai,India
and Saroja Sirisena and Vireshika Bandara in Mumbai,
India. It gives the assignments in London, South Korea
and France as well.

Then, an Hon. Member mentioned Mr. Alexi
Gunasekera’s name and I might as well say that I, too,
have found out the good work that is being carried out by
him. There are our diplomats around the world who are
doing a good job of work. They are your asset. You just
need to refocus them towards commercial and economic
diplomacy.

Since I do not have any more time, finally, I want to
appreciate all the good work done by the officials of the

entire Ministry of Foreign Affairs, from Mrs. Aruni
Wijewardane downwards. I guess I have a certain
inherent liking towards the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I
am certainly not jealous of you, Hon. Minister; I want
you to succeed. I do not think that comment you made
earlier was necessary. What you have to handle is
complex, I understand that. Some other time, we will
have a long chat outside this Chamber on how we could
do everything we can from your side and from our side of
the aisle for this country’s well-being.

Thank you.

OO ¥nluB BB ©0.4.98. 8 8T Swm
(oressTyfl@ FaTTSlug FL L SHrent erid.wy,.61ib. o6 FLimf)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Sir, give me only a minute.

Thank you very much for that wonderful comment
and that humility, Hon. Member. I reciprocate it. I also
think what happened in the morning between us was not
necessary; I should not have acted in that way. I do not
think the public of this country and this House would
expect that from people of our calibre. I am sorry about
it.

Having said that, I must mention that I did not say
that we introduced e-DAS; I did not say so. I think I must
make it very clear. What I said was, before that was
introduced, people were in queues for two to three days.
Then, we introduced the e-channeling system and also
managed to link the Ministry of Education to that, as a
result of which those queues became shorter,
substantially. It would not have been possible, if not for
introducing the e-DAS in 2017 by you all. Now, I am
only improving the existing system. Therefore, I think we
should not compete with each other. Ultimately, our aim
is to see a better country for all of us, I agree with you.

Also, I want to thank you for consistently maintaining
this position about improving our economy, dealing with
the IMF, on debt restructuring and bringing the required
reforms, which is not easy being in the Opposition. But, I
congratulate you for maintaining that. Both the Hon. Eran
Wickramaratne and you have consistently maintained that
position without looking for short-term glory or applause
from the gallery; you have consistently maintained tht it
is required for us to do these reforms. That is how India,
too, has succeeded.

So, thank you very much once again.

@G »6m DoRgyBw Owmo

(oresTyfl@ STrHS LTeL@: )

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Sir, I just need to make a clarification on what Hon.
(Dr.) Harsha de Silva stated. I think once before also, in
this House, he had stated about that training programme
they carried out in an effort to train the officials of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the Harvard University. [
think I invited you to come to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs sometime back to share that information. I did go
through that file, which was at your previous office. 1
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think the course was free only for the first batch, but from
there onwards, we had to pay. Given the circumstances
we are in, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs cannot afford to
pay the Harvard University for that, but I do agree with
the crux of your point, that we need to do more in order to
educate our officials in the Foreign Service on economic
diplomacy and the business language which is being used.

Thank you.

@S (§0D28w) w8 ¢ 8FDo Owmo

(orenrflg (HevTHIH) aniay & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. State Minister, actually, it was free. We did not
pay a single cent to the Harvard University.

@G D6 DeyBw Swmo

(rewr @ STrds LTev@silw)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

It was free only for the first batch. Thereafter, we had

to pay.

@G (89028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmmo

(oreryllg (HevTH) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

It is easy for us to raise these funds; we can do it.
There are so many grants that go around. We have an
issue and we are trying to resolve it. So, we can approach
a grant for that.

®C 506 DoeyBw Swmo

(oressTyLll@ STrdHe LTev@s )

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Certainly. So, you are most welcome to come to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, share a cup of tea and discuss
this matter. Thank you.

@6 (§9008w) w&s ¢ 8BS0 Owmo
(oreryflg (H0rHd)) anias & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I will. Thank you.

O § o306 OIEn®

(oTeTLLll@ SeweVemWSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon.
Gunathilaka. You have seven minutes.

Udayakantha

[e.20. 5.07]

O CEBNBTD QBRCH ONmo

(oresTyll@ 2 SWSTHS &S eVdhs)

(The Hon. Udayakantha Gunathilaka)
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(omevsrL i@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe. You have
nine minutes.

[@.20.5.14]
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(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 111,700,000, for Head 112,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 8,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 8,000,000, for Head 112,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.
Head 112, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 18,762,325,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 18,762,325,000, for Head 112,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 112, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 730,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 730,000,000, for Head 112,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,539,000,000, for Head 193,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 193, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 321,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 321,000,000, for Head 193,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 193, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 150,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 150,000,000, for Head 193,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 193, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,000,000, for Head 193,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 193, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 221.- DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,817,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,817,000,000, for Head 221,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 221, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 652,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 652,000,000, for Head 221,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 221, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,074,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,074,000,000, for Head 221,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 221, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 744,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 744,000,000, for Head 221,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 221, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 328.- DEPARTMENT OF MANPOWER AND
EMPLOYMENT

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 573,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 573,000,000, for Head 328,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 328, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 8,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 8,000,000, for Head 328,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 328, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,

Rs. 16,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 16,000,000, for Head 328,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 328, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 6.36 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress, to sit again on Friday, 08th December,
2023.
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1t being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.09 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 08th December, 2023, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of 20th November, 2023.
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