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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of vacancies existing in the post
of Management Service Officer of the
Combined Service;

(i) whether he is aware that the results of the
competitive examination held to recruit
Management Service Officers in year 2021
have been released,;

(iii)) the number of Management Service
Officers to be recruited based on the results
of the aforesaid examination; and

(iv) the date they will be recruited?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of coconut seedlings that have
been distributed by the Coconut Cultivation
Board from 2019 up to now, separately
according to each district and year;

(i) the amount spent by the Board for
distribution of the said seedlings, separately
for each year;

(iii)) the criteria that were considered in
distributing coconut seedlings; and

(iv) whether a follow-up is done regarding the
progress of the seedling distribution
programme?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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Petroleum Corporation who have been
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(i) whether formal investigations have been
conducted into the aforementioned political
victimization;

(iii)) the number of workers who have been
granted relief, out of the number of persons

who have been subjected to victimization so
far; and

(iv)  the number of persons still in need of relief?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the planned intake for the National
Colleges of Education in future;

(i) the date on which appointments will be
granted to the students of Colleges of
Education who have completed the
courses;

(iii)  the date on which the courses offered by the
Colleges of Education will be upgraded to
degree courses; and

(iv) whether action will be taken to award
degrees to the students enrolled into the
Colleges of Education in future?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

the areas where shrimp farming is carried
out in Sri Lanka;

the annual shrimp production in Sri Lanka;

the concessions granted to the shrimp
farming industry;

the measures taken to encourage shrimp
farmers?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@
(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the number of entrepreneurs engaged in
shrimp farming for export purposes;

the income earned from the export of
shrimp from 2016 to date, separately
according to each year;

whether measures will be taken to increase
the revenue generated from the export of
shrimp;

if so, the measures that will be taken in that
regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Velu Kumar)
Hon. Speaker, I move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the
Malaiyagha Student Higher Education Fund.”
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Education for report.
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Considered further in Committee. - [Progress: 02nd December]
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Sir, the Hon. Hesha Withanage will start the Debate.
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Next, the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE] took the Chair.
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Next, the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara.
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Hon. Presiding Member, how many minutes do I
have?
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You have seven minutes.
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Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.

@G ¢88 sweudmS Owm
(wrewryfl@ swrdpP Lwlssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
®0 0 08 ecwe Beasiesy?

OO o306 OsIEH®0

(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjeuTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes.
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Next, the Hon. Kins Nelson.
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Hon. Kins Nelson, you may start your speech now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman.

[3.08 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman - Minister of Water Supply

and Estate Infrastructure Development)

Hon. Presiding Member, I must say that, today, I
noticed many arguments being put forward by all the
Hon. Members who spoke, those of the ruling party as
well as of the Opposition. But, one interesting fact in this
Debate was, everybody seemed to say that in this

2 &1L emliL

particular month, so many girls were raped and in that
particular month, this girl was raped by so many people
and that all that was the fault of the Government; they
managed to, more or less, politicize the matter. But, I feel
that everyone is failing to address the elephant in the
room, which is, what happens after that. I think we must
address the biggest elephant in this room, which is the
abortion rights in Sri Lanka. But, that is not something
we are speaking about, that is not something anyone is
caring to touch on and that is why we are at this place
right now.

If I may say so, there are a few solutions we can adopt
and in the interest of time, let me just quickly give my
thoughts on it. If I can start off by saying what is
important at this particular point of time, it is education
and sexual education. In relation to sexual education, we
must focus on comprehensive sexuality education and
that is something we have been arguing about for many
years but, unfortunately, we have actually not seen the
light of it. It is only through CSE in schools that children
and young people will develop accurate and age-
appropriate knowledge, attitudes and skills, positive
values such as respect for human rights, gender equality
and diversity and attitudes and skills that contribute to a
safe, healthy and positive relationship. CSE plays a
pivotal role in the preparation of young people for a safe,
productive and fulfilling life in a world where HIV,
AIDS, sexually transmitted infections, unintended
pregnancies and sexual and gender-based violence still
pose a risk to their well-being. CSE basically empowers
children to take control and make informed decisions
about their sexuality and relationships, freely and
responsibly.

Also, Sir, we must acknowledge the gender-based
violence that takes place in this country. When it comes
to violence against women in Sri Lanka, I must say that
especially the male intimate partners of women are their
biggest killers. It is not my opinion, but the opinion of the
study done by the UNFPA and the University of Kelaniya
in 2021. Sir, 62 per cent of homicides of Sri Lankan
women are committed by their intimate partner, ex-
partner or a family member, more than 50 per cent of
murders of Sri Lankan women are committed by their
husbands and 84 per cent of Sri Lankan women killed
were attacked in their own home by somebody they know
or somebody of their family. Again, all these are not my
opinions, but are revelations from that study done by the
UNFPA and the University of Kelaniya two years ago.
Only 5 per cent of cases concerning women murdered
between 2013 to 2017 were ever concluded in court. Men
regularly argue in court that their wife or girlfriend
provoked them to murder their partner. An unsound mind
and mental illnesses have often been successful defences
in those matters. So, really, the safety the Judiciary
provides women is questionable; their protection is
questionable. Sir, I would also like to say that as far as
the police officers are concerned - again, if the hat fits,
they can wear it - they have expressed bias and more
sympathy towards the narrative which I have mentioned
as opposed to the victim, who is either assaulted or dead.

I would also like to say that assault of not just women,
but also children is a sensitive issue, which no one speaks
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about. Unfortunately, we have to speak about it because
we need to bring about a change, if we are going to
protect the next generation. Every two hours, a child is
sexually molested in this country! People may not admit
it, they may not want to hear it or may not want to say it,
but that is a fact and that must be accepted. One thousand
seven hundred and twenty one is the number of children
below the age of 16 who were raped, and that was
reported in 2021. There are unreported cases, too, my
fellow Members.

Then, seven to 10 years is the average length of a
child rape trial in Sri Lanka. Seven to ten years!
Basically, if a child gets raped, only when that child
becomes a major will the case conclude. That also, we do
not know whether it is going to be in the child’s favour
because we have a history of protecting the oppressors.

O §RowsN;e) OIEn®

(omevsrL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTeH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

I am sure I could get more than that, Sir, as you are
my friend.

And, I would like to say that only 23 per cent -
[Interruption.] Excuse me, I am speaking for the majority
of the population in this country. Therefore, I think I can
take some more time. I am not speaking about politics and
wasting time like half the Members who spoke before me
did.

Only 23 per cent of our total school strength has child
protection committees. That needs to be increased;
awareness needs to be created. I am sure our responsible
State Minister, the Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanmale
Kumarasinghe, would be able to take a step forward.

Sir, I would also like to bring up another sensitive
matter. That is, every 90 minutes, a woman is raped in Sri
Lanka. These are not official statistics, but outcomes from
surveys. Most women who are raped do not report it. But,
we cannot use that as an excuse and say that women are
not being raped.

In a 2013 UN survey on male sexual violence in Sri
Lanka, it was revealed, I am sorry to say, that 15 per cent
of Sri Lankan men admitted to having raped a woman at
least once and 1 in 10 men admitted to raping them more
than once. Forty per cent of men who admitted to raping
women said they committed their first rape before they
turned 20 years! A majority of men who admitted to rape,
according to that study, said they did so because they
were entitled to. Twenty per cent of those men said they
raped because it was "fun" or because they were "bored".
Also, from among those who admitted to rape, according
to the survey, only 3 per cent were arrested! So, you must
really look back at these numbers. I am not giving my

opinion, but, again, these are numbers based on surveys,
reports and studies, which have always been available to
us, but which we have not acted on.

Despite these alarming statistics on rape and sexual
violence, women are often blamed and punished for it.
The criminalization of abortion is a major example for
that. With that being said, I would also like to say that
according to a 2016 estimate done by the Ministry of
Health in Sri Lanka, approximately 658 abortions take
place a day in this country. That is, close to 250,000
abortions per year and 250,000 Sri Lankan women whose
lives are endangered or at risk.

Then, if we take the impact on maternal health, a
research from 2015 indicates that unsafe abortions are the
third most common cause for perinatal deaths in Sri
Lanka, accounting to 10 to 13 per cent of maternal
fatalities. This highlights a serious health risk. With
regard to legal restrictions, Sri Lanka has some of the
most restrictive abortion laws in the world. Abortion is
illegal unless it is necessary to save the life of the mother.
Engaging in abortion is a criminal act under Sri Lanka's
Penal Code and is punishable with imprisonment, ranging
from three to ten years with or without a fine.

®C §Roe8500:8) OG0
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, please wind up now.

®S; 8027 e0edD®5T Dwmo
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

I will, Sir.

Sir, Sri Lanka’s achievements in maternal and child
health are impressive. However, illegally induced
abortions and their complications continue to be a burden
on the healthcare system of this country and I am fairly
sure that most of the healthcare officials will agree with
me on that. The most unsafe abortions happen with
women who have already had children and cannot have
any more. There is this stigma in this country, where they
say that we need to safeguard our culture and religions.
The reality is this. Even a 1997 survey shows that more
than 90 per cent of the women who wish to have
abortions are married women because of poverty, because
they want to go for foreign employment or due to other
factors. This, again, needs to be recognized.

I am sorry, Sir, I will take a few more minutes.

©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVDLGTHIGD 2 L6 Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

It is okay.
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Also, T would like to say that most of the unsafe
abortions could be prevented either by the use of
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medication or by preventive care. If you look at the
methods of safe abortion, mainly, there are four: medical
abortion, aspiration abortion, dilation and evacuation -
D&E - abortion and induction abortion.

®G § RN OIEn®

(LomevsTL 0@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, please wind up now. You have used
two extra minutes.

®S 8057 @20 5T Dm0
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Sir, I am almost done and will wind up.

Apart from that, there are certain legislative
amendments which are required to address this. One is,
the introduction of new child courts. The Government is
already working on a new law to reform the Domestic
Violence Act. There would be reforms to the marriage
and divorce laws to ensure there is an easier path to
divorce. No one should be forced to remain in a marriage
that is either abusive or not healthy. Apart from that, rape
needs to be criminalized across the board.

In the interest of time, Sir, I am tabling® my prepared
speech.

I know that the Hon. Presiding Member, who is from
the estate sector, will criticize me for not speaking about
the estate sector.

O § o300 OTEn®

(omevsrLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTeH6rT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, but the time is very limited, Hon. Minister.
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

I have already tabled my prepared speech. So, do not
worry, Sir. Also, I would like to send a copy of my
prepared speech to the Hon. President and his State
Minister to take prompt action.

Thank you.

®C § e300 BTG n®0
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Premnath C. Dollawatte. You have
seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Presiding Member, I really acknowledge the
reforms proposed by the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. We
are also willing to take part in bringing the reforms that
have been discussed.

We are afraid to talk about sexuality, Sir. We must
ensure that sexual education is included in the Grade 7
Health and Physical Education Textbook and thereby, we
can educate all the children in Sri Lanka about sexuality.
I believe most of these child abuses occur due to lack of
sexual knowledge.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Imran Maharoof. You have seven
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Shantha Bandara.

Order, please! The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte will
now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. VELU KUMAR left the Chair, and THE
HON. PREMNATH C. DOLAWATTE took the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I am happy to follow the
Hon. State Minister of Women and Child Affairs.

In the North and the East, Sir, we have over 60,000
women-headed households. As you know, the North and
the East had been a war zone. There had been an
immense amount of destruction of property and houses
because of the nature in which the Government waged
the war, and as a result, after the war ended, lack of
housing became a major crisis. People had land or deeded
property, but however, they did not have houses to live
in.

We had the Indian Housing Scheme which, to a great
extent, helped in alleviating that crisis. Then, of course,
there have been several government schemes that were
introduced. Unfortunately, those government schemes are
based on providing funds for the building of houses,
which are grossly inadequate and are released in stages.
So, what happenes is, for the first stage, a certain sum is
released and you are supposed to construct the house to a
certain limit and it is only after that, the second tranche of
funds would get released. But, when the amount of
money that is released in the first instance is inadequate -
more often than not, it has been grossly inadequate - then,



2209

[061 8.8. exosIm®DE® @wmn]

obviously, to proceed with that housing project, people
struggle. So, what has happened over time, especially, in
the case of those women-headed households, is that they
are forced to take a loan to complete that first stage in
order to get the second stage of funds to be released from
the Government and by doing that, they get into a rut,
they get into a vicious debt cycle.

Many Members here have already spoken about
microfinance. Soon after the war ended, it was these
finance companies which ran to the North and the East
because they realized the situation. As a result of the
poverty that existed, for those victims to move forward,
they lavishly gave funding, which actually got people into
a debt trap and they started committing suicide. They are
in this situation not because their houses got destroyed
due to some natural disaster or they did not have houses -
they had houses - but because those were destroyed due to
military action. So, at the very least, actually, they should
have been compensated; for the nature of bombings that
took place, they should have been compensated so that
they could have built their houses. Then, those housing
schemes, ideally, should have been for people who had
property but who did not have a house and not for those
whose houses had been destroyed. That should have been,
actually, tackled separately. But, unfortunately, no
Government, since the end of the war, chose to look at it
that way. Therefore, I urge the lady State Minister to
intervene on behalf of those women-headed households
because they are extremely vulnerable and to somehow
try and convince the relevant Ministries to look at this
debt trap issue with regard to these housing schemes, in
particular.

Then, the education system for the children in this
country, Sir, very unfortunately, is not, if [ may say so,
geared towards the country’s development, production
and economic development. There is a fair criticism that
we formulate our education policies on the basis of trying
to get aid from the World Bank and from the Asian
Development Bank.

Also, the criticism is that we, ultimately, produce
people who have qualifications as opposed to the skills
that are actually relevant for this country. I think the Hon.
Members in the Government side and even those in the
opposited side have, on several occasions, agreed with the
sentiment that our education system has to be completely
overhauled. @ We need to  produce  genuine
entrepreneurship, people with an investment mind, but
none of which, unfortunately, happens. It is only an elite
few who have access to private and foreign education
institutions who eventually succeed very well in this
country. It is not that we do not have the talent, but it just
means that we are not providing the system with adequate
capacity to produce those kinds of qualified people.

Sir, our schooling structure has cadres for counselling.
If you take the North and the East, counselling is a crucial
part because we have a drug problem that is rampant. If I
may say with utmost responsibility, the military is
involved in it. As you know, we have still not got out of
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this counterinsurgency mentality, where the military also
peddles drugs in the North and the East. I mean, it cannot
happen without the three forces not knowing. That is the
pervasive presence of the military in the North and the
East and it is happening through them; it is part of this
counterinsurgency. As a result, we have a very high rate
of children becoming dependent on drugs and alcohol.
So, counselling is crucial. Unfortunately, in our system,
the counsellors in schools are not trained. They just fill
the cadre. There is no specific programme for them to be
trained and to be able to handle the grave situation that
exists, particularly in the North and the East. As a result,
we have problems like suicide attempts, social pressures
and addiction problems which are not going away.
Because these counsellors in the school system are not
trained in the proper way, the system condemns those
children who have problems further and further. Those
children are not counselled to a point where they could
come out of it or helped to come out of it. Instead, they
are condemned to a point where they cannot go back to
school. So, they fall between the stools. Therefore, it is a
massive problem in the North and the East. As a result,
what happens is, the whole system outcasts those young
people and then, they become desperate, crimes increase
and it just snowballs over and over.

I will conclude with that, Sir. Again, I have stated that
the North and the East had been a war zone, that we have
not recovered from the losses of the war, financially and
on top of that, we have such a massive rate - 60,000 or
more - of women-headed households. Therefore, it is a
vulnerable part of the country. So, I appeal to the lady
State Minister to use whatever influences she has with the
Government and to intervene so that this grave situation
is addressed. Thank you very much.
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Considered further in Committee.-
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]

©C 680 BpO8ow OIS

(wrevryfl@ (S pod)) rredlsr aldalrwdnian)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe)

O B8DIBBROB, HeWDD aBen ecsisy Bus 9EE®
Ded® mO1en IO BRWO ged SO0 WBEID EOD &
B wd gog sHEDO BB Bws) 9CEOY & mimo.

5350053 BEACH IO 015 88 ©1e®I® W WS,
DB DD BnoB. ®BIedd, ¢01edd GweEdd EH
0D, Bosmwd CH 0D B DS WO, Y
Y 00nedr FHwdOm DO 0@ BEe o ©®
BDHONY @B, @@ O Gewed Yue DO CEO o
OO ®»BY DM e@iWe, BNIBBReT BNBWHOD
BE a8 ® 0O 8EeOIy warImo wowe O8sY Dred®,
3oBm el IO WK1 VO BOTHOELSI® e® v
B DY DO, HMB ¢HOBT ©wY WBIOBT Gl
»O O BEedg ©w®dVewsy »0en BB BwidOm
@088 o 0 »HeY Om. Sedmed mosimo
ooy & ¢SDred gwws Enm B8O ABWGO CBIB
B & ¢ired @00 CH:® WO & ©0 B85y mofmd
e Be® BI3wew @ ¢Dod @80 ansim g ewn.
OB oddE 0dxfes’ BBs WO BwidOm ©08@
ne8. & Ben 0@ o g8 DB W WO B
2CB® @8 Bodverrxl® mImD @8 Imd, ©yBwe
Tt ©wed Lwdmws? 13leceomyd Bowmwd &
e0E Bedny dD. & Ded®, 885 Svdhwsy 88 ewmmn
OB 05 BedmnD B H© LBeBRO gud gvsivy,
By @ ew. a8 Bugeern & 01 »B @] eOsI A5y,
©®ime, emICRT; BB @iy B3w dmOB, @®. emIcnd
OEwWD @y B edewd B3ww HnE BE DIed® 18w
e 9530,

& B 530 & 2w 0000057 BBw Bt ®m mosynm.
308D §gOeRW, B  g@iNe®®s,  GIoBm
3@verw Fned Bog a@mvee IR  eDE,
2880d0s ewic D18 BEedegn wmed I, & nEsd BBw
Bwod®m WO, ¢ @ow8n RBZOO gdws WOYH
WO B O 08 20e80Hed 9FEr 83mo.

®C BNIBBOs

(wrenrLlE sallgTari ojeuiger)

(The Hon. Chairman)

157 GO ¢dwsY mOBID), ©O OV EHSwA.

@0 S8z BB BuIBw

(oressrfl@ (HHwd) rredlar alssrwdman)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe)

OO 8B OB, O O BrNdws @¢sI.



2245 208Ee®5nd 2246

B0 8518 BRo

(wrenTyLil@ sallgrari jeuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

RnOwO Sxndw D1BYS CH & Beadmd.

@6 G880 BnOBew BHIBw

(wressryfl@ (HHwd) rredlar alsslrvdnan)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe)

8508 10 B en @0 Eraeed Bond 68. o ve@I®
Budn s »D ®Ode, gud & 838wd m» ®»IBI®
30D NI M BHBHDY eOBD.

BT BEACOHIBID® 0 O WHOBEMO OO ®
MOemes  BesId M OABE. SeodsewsI® e®0e8
08COIO® Buw Wd @@NB® BV WOB GeOE®
O RwOND Beo @¢ ¢ud 00 ¥ 8 »IFFOGS ¢
@D BedmyDr. @®@ame, @8 $10B®CEIBEY eN0m 888DE0
2ed018® 20200 EEAFE, gm qwler BHTFOGWO D
835 ®Im0DBTO Dred® dDr8y018wr BB BTHOBIO &
29590 etNEIFO Bwn ¥PsT 0@ edmemO & @udeh
DB BOEHO 85 0D B8I5D). d® B o® D@ BEedg
B8 mOT Buer Sodsvewri® 00 SrnIeBR@0,
@0 @B BEROE o5 g 1RSI0 O Onu WSHDo.

& D106®, Im0d BOICOIDe® DEWOND GOen
DBIm0sIed  @blSme emAmBD HyOOsT gumded
Dwo dBwo ey ORNHONST ¥ ® De®®O® WwewIds 8,
RPsIO 88w Drews’ »BEWE ENBNEVBID O
aFBw v wvesdows a8 CA ocsin A, 08 eddE o
01008 a8 mD mSHD. »HY, SO Hwodd myeedsiesy
. &5 988wd DB oddE 8Bg ©0edd Buoc a8
BB WO, @@me, @® Brw HIC IO &LImBOIWI
88w eriery ged 0o BrNIBBR®. O Sedvewsy e®
O DB 0 WO Ben IO ®SW 5D
#8386 eV e BBen, vewrdnws Co
OB JOOTWO e, 0w, 0® Ced & B¢
e -8wwd 52x- Bedsiesd 5350530, msImdsy
508 ©® 00 &0 38 WmOTes’. & Bewr sIdsT
208055 80 Dth aBuen, vvwewlnws CP @¢sI®
B 0® 9EE BS0.

87 928wod @® ¢FIHBHJ EE®T D nE DD
end e®IW® GIICWBRBIOE IO Bosmwd oy
DO WmOGR ouwe rd. o®me, o® cFndno
8Ee0Ind ng Vowd® oddE 8¢ cdmd »O®, vged
@BIBY WBIDBY G WOS W™Dg B ¢8 DOwxIH B
©0e® &nBa.

®S 398D ®)

(wrenTLil@ sallFrart jeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

00 BB Dersdn @ edths OIEn®. VI
5218 10 mocw= Bedz .

[¢.90.6.01 ]

®C BBt DessIm 302300 €8S Ovmo

(wrewr @ FLU L SSHTessl] euFbg WTLILmLessTL_ )

(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)

Thank you very much, Hon. Chairman, for giving me
this opportunity to discuss these important matters with
regard to women and child affairs.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,368,000,000, for Head 171,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 171, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 104,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 104,000,000, for Head 171,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 171, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 13,976,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 13,976,000,000, for Head 171,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 171, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,384,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,384,000,000, for Head 171,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 171, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 216.- DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 103,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 103,000,000, for Head 216,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,000,000, for Head 216,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 216, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,176,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,176,000,000, for Head 216,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 216, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 110,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 110,000,000, for Head 216,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 216, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 217.- DEPARTMENT OF PROBATION AND CHILDCARE
SERVICES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 48,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 48,000,000, for Head 217,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 217, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,000,000, for Head 217,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 217, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 345,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 345,000,000, for Head 217,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 217, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 58,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 58,000,000, for Head 217,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 217, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 331.- DEPARTMENT OF SAMURDHI DEVELOPMENT

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 505,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 505,000,000, for Head 331,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 331, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 10,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,000,000, for Head 331,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 331, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 55,280,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 55,280,000,000, for Head 331,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 331, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 62,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 62,000,000, for Head 331,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 331, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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MINISTRY OF SPORTS AND YOUTH AFFAIRS
St 6,500,000,000
St 4,000,000,000
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 5,500,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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eI allerm all(Hdbas iUl B THmIsESTeTaTiILIL L g).
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SHeMeVLILY cpevgeTd  ClFevey

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,205,000,000, for Head 194,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 194, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 413,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 413,000,000, for Head 194,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 194, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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epeugerd GFevey, erumit 2,587,000,000

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 3,695,000,000; Capital Expenditure, Rs. 2,587,000,000
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Aye.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,695,000,000, for Head 194,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 194, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 4,087,000,000, for Head
194 , Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 194, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 219.- DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS DEVELOPMENT
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 150,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 150,000,000, for Head 219,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 219, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 20,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 20,000,000, for Head 219,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 219, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,450,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,450,000,000, for Head 219,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 219, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 980,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 980,000,000, for Head 219,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 219, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 6.44 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Tuesday, 05th
December, 2023.
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Hon. State Minister of Finance, the Ministry of
Finance has to bear the responsibility for this terrible
fraud that is taking place in the name of a public-private
partnership. I will read from the two Reports of the
Committee on Public Enterprises, where we have
repeatedly brought certain matters regarding this
company to the notice of the Government and the
Treasury. The Treasury is complicit in this terrible fraud
that is taking place! @® @z ©»® ©® BCiey cyIenD)
RIN®O 988u HOETH®.

You all banned ethanol imports. We use almost 20
million litres of ethanol in this country. Another 20
million litres are used in the illegal liquor trade. So,
almost 40 million litres of ethanol are being used in this
country. Before banning ethanol imports, you got almost
Rs. 1,000 on a litre as duty. But, now, local companies do
not pay duty. Today, the production cost of ethanol is just
Rs. 150 per litre, whereas they are selling it in the market
at Rs. 1,500, making almost a profit ten times that of the
production cost! Where is that money going? If you look
at the two Reports of the Committee on Public Enterprises
- COPE, you will see how these companies are making
super profits and in your Budget, you have not even taxed
them. You must land a super tax on them.
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Now, you are going to land this VAT and have landed
this PAYE Tax on the poor professionals and others.
Hundreds of professionals have left the country and are
continuing to leave the country because of this heavy
burden. You wanted only Rs. 100 billion from the PAYE
Tax, whereas you have got almost Rs. 120 billion. But, if
you correctly tax these companies, you could ease the
burden on the people. See the amount of profit these
companies are earning and they are not investing a single
cent! They are lending money through their own,
connected companies. They have the LOLC Finance and
other connected companies, through which they are
lending money and taking interest. They are lending
money at exorbitant rates even to the farmers, destroying
the farmers and their livelihoods. gS.wm ©@Bsy
0038 mers’® ©ow® eds B »SHO8 28 od®m
cBsiesy.

If you correctly analyse the situation, the fault is with
the Treasury because they are also part of this; it is a PPP
and the Treasury officials are there in that company. I
must also tell you - I do not want to name people - that
there was a member of a leading family in this country,
who was once a Minister, who had gone and sat in its
Board meetings. That was handed over in 2006. Then,
you can imagine what happened. From 2006 onwards,
this has been happening. You, Hon. State Minister,
perhaps, had been part of those administrations. You, as a
poor young politician, perhaps, may not know the amount
of money certain people are making out of this. e®@m»
8®ybmensy Ye@ Bpddwimen B @Dmdr. JBw@d
Cid® @n Vg e C B0 5O VAR @ O
ewmwe ACTD. 0® Ded o W @B IS,
008550 Ei¥s @n e BOCED I ecrtes’ »»BO
»Ogn BEO Bwr & eommEes ©w0®udemewrsy BwO®mO
DS BeamDr. 6® Dol DG Bedsiesy.

Also, see what they did to these poor farmers! There
is a very important local organization called Human
Elevation Organization. The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff
mentioned that. One K. Nihal Ahamed has done a very
good job; he brought out the grievances of the poor
farmers whose lands were grabbed to set up the
Hingurana Sugar Company and the sugarcane plantations
at that time, way back. They had not been paid
compensation. The Hon. Member raised it today.

ureTThgieul wL, Bohmgaul ew Curernm @)L kiseflsy
STenlleHEnhs@  @)eTed  BaplL D
Q&THdsLILLalleVensy. @)% FIDLIHSLOTET BleODI 6L EGSB6T
B &esTmmisefGev [OGIEIGEG i
6TID.6TF. Gramil. HeuTHer YWWIFFITS @) HhSH HTVSH
RGIEY ST
Curgren HYFBISEMeTSInL Jbs aleusFrullssr swaudbsmhds

SWHILHSS UL L
BT &IV TS

GuphelETsreriiu’ L uflwrhmbigseflsr
HDTiEHer. @& FIOUHSLTS HTFTHIGLD LI 6UTdHEGHNIHD6T
QETHSSHID UTHEHEHG B FDH 6THIQD CULPBIGTLOC,
DIOUTHEHEDL_W ST BT YL TSHTHL LNgdHgl 2 (HeuThsL
ulL @hss sbuet, @eTm HrHEdH@ eufl CFISHTLOM,
QU@ FUTSFHwSews FL1g&HClETaITIY (HEHSSTDGI. @)5Cev
IeuTHEHsE WalQuflu eralGsu @eruib HlevL_dalsTng).
ermeD, Yliurell afleusrullsendd sTgiaGLw @)sVsmev.
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ocon® BEnemd moen Beadnds. Please read these
COPE Reports and see how these companies are
operating. Now, they have set up a holding company. The
Hingurana Sugar Company is separate. They have taken
over the assets, not paid a single cent and are declaring
losses every time. Fifty one per cent of the company is
owned by the Treasury and the Treasury representative is
going and sleeping there. GA, Ampara is also a director
there. So, what is GA, Ampara doing? He has to look
after the benefits of the farmers, the poor people. He does
not do anything. All of them, in my opinion, are colluding
in this terrible fraud that is taking place. One day, all this
- these companies, the way in which they are hiding their
profits and transferring the profits to the lending
companies in the same group - will be brought out and
they will have to pay. You know that the LOLC is a
lending organization in the same group. They have made
profits and earned interest, whilst the Hingurana Sugar
Company has, forever, been declaring losses.

Then, what about loss of Government revenue?
Having banned the import of ethanol, the Government has
facilitated these people to produce ethanol locally,
allowing them to make a profit ten times that of the
production cost! Ethanol is sold at Rs. 1,500 a litre today.
With all this happening, the Treasury is blind to this
reality! ¢m¥ @® ¢ §eE S 98wd A OHIROD ®»OWH
D O, DG ¢ WS DO VRO B edsTery mywr.

BAROEO 00DD of wy e e®imwe Hood Bwuey &8
e300 @3. Now, brown sugar is Rs. 350 a kilo. Ideally,
the sugarcane price should be about Rs. 20,000 per metric
ton or more. You can pay Rs. 20,000 per metric ton to the
farmers, but a pittance is given to them, pushing them
below the poverty line. That is the whole problem. But,
the Mendis & Company, the Galoya Plantations, the
Pelwatte Sugar Plantation, the Sevanagala Sugar
Plantation, all are rich people; all are benefitting in a
massive way.

&5y @®en® WO WJ, JBEWO Gaew® By Bw Buwo Gsw
B0, 0® A»Onsied OB Im wOuSemewsI® G8wd
B¢ eNeed, ®9sY locally 88 Rdweme momd Bwds,
©® e DB - OnenyE gamyams B3O wdydeaewrsy
DHDO O BB Ben - DME CINEE G5W O, e@®
GRS CBB OO On BBO Al endxiery myBO &
eECE »OsTed em®siB nEd I @He® VWem®
gdenn Beamds. Last year alone, the LOLC has paid off
their debts amounting to some seven billion rupees, all
monies taken out of this! If there is a proper forensic audit
done, all of this will come out.

Leave alone the Sri Lanka Cricket and its forensic
audit. You must do a forensic audit on this, on what is
happening in these companies. These massive companies
are being allowed to make super profits. So, land a
supertax on them and then, take that money. At least, you
reduce the PAYE Tax and prevent the brain drain from
this country. How many professionals have left the
country? There are no surgeons in hospitals, no

2023 o¢w®28 04
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anaesthetists in hospitals. This is happening because you
all are taxing the professionals and others, whereas these
big companies are getting away scot-free! Therefore,
please look into all this and take some corrective action
fast.

Thank you.

@S Bewdus 196 mn )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of Finance)
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Certainly, we are working on expanding the tax net. If
there are frauds happening, of course, we will ensure that
all that is rectified. At the same time, Hon. Member, I
must say that professionals or anybody else leaving the
country is a multifaceted concern. It is not happening
only because of this taxation issue. We are a bankrupt
country and our economy is doing extremely bad.
However, now, we are emerging from that crisis. So, we
all will have to get together and ensure that the rights of
the 22 million people in this country are protected. If all
who can afford to leave the country do so, then what will
happen to the other poor people in this country? So, let us
get together and get out of this crisis. Also, if there are
any wrongdoings, let us correct those.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
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(LomessrLll@ FL_L S remil meylt andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
®0; Bewdss mDNEDROA,-
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@D, ©0; 693 wBO I n®a.

@G BB SHS ©BRO Owmo

(LomessTLll@ FL_L g remi meylt andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. State Minister, what we are asking is to give us
an opportunity to meet you and explain this whole issue.
The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff is there. The Treasury can
always put pressure on these companies. They are hiding
all their profits; they are making massive profits. The
Treasury must be aware of this since there is a Treasury
representatives in that. Therefore, give us an opportunity
to come and explain to the Treasury officials what is
happening there.

®C @QWIT ©e3®Bow DWwmo
(oressryfl@ GFaprer Cedlmis)
(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
We will do that.

IWEE @900 @. wa. 6.30 855 0 HFeoessy oo Hewless
D080 S8 game ©2088er ©:58e@2790 »&
2 &

808B8082¥290 SO ¢mmcd, ¢. wa. 7.180, 2023 0200;005
20 oz E» wwr @®@Fws opnd, 2023 ¢85 050z
G0 0s¢s . 0. 9.30 O o2 ¢ Poddes.

YUGraps  Curih .. 6.30 wefisgl LGSl L spwunre),
wretflg  IEE  FuTBTwsi  Yyeuiser  aflsrm  allBldbarCaGu
LITT T @506 605 yﬁjmmﬁgli.

Blseirng, .. 7.18%w, urrrepwsamw, yserg 2023 paubii
20245 Goglw Hiwrergsmslannis, 2023 yFwii 05, GlFaiaumriiss)psmw
wp-11. 9.30 wenflouswr poHIswaussLILILC L F).

And it being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.18 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 05th December, 2023, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 20th November, 2023.
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