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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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asked the Minister of Fisheries:
(a)  Will he inform this House of the -

(i) number of cold storages owned by the
Ceylon Fisheries Corporation at present;

(i) areas where the cold storages have been
established; and

(iif)  capacity of each cold storage, separately?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether such cold storage facilities have
been leased to the private sector; and

(i) if so, what is the procedure followed to
select those institutions?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which the Determination of the
Supreme Court was delivered in regard to
the fundamental rights petitions filed in
relation to the Easter Sunday attack;

(i) the name, address, the position held at
present, the position held at the time when
the aforesaid Determination was delivered
and the place of service of each individual
convicted by that Determination, separately;

(iii) whether he admits that those persons' still
holding very high positions in the above-
mentioned institutions is an impediment to
implement the above Determination of the
Supreme Court; and

(iv) if so, the measures that will be taken in that
regard?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC - Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms)
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asked the
Employment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Sri Lankan migrant workers
in foreign countries, as of now;

(i) the number of such workers, separately
according to the country with the highest
number of Sri Lankan migrant workers and
the country with the lowest number of Sri
Lankan migrant workers;

(iii) the countries with which Sri Lanka
maintains diplomatic relations and with
which Sri Lanka does not maintain
diplomatic relations separately, among the
countries where those workers are
employed;

(iv) whether he admits the importance of
maintaining diplomatic relations with the
countries where Sri Lankan workers are
employed for the welfare of Sri Lankan
workers; and

Minister of Labour and Foreign
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(v) if so, the action that will be taken in this
regard?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of registered institutes
organizing pilgrimages to Dambadiva and
their addresses, separately for each district
in Sri Lanka;

(i) the number of Sri Lankans who had
worshiped Dambadiva from 2015 to 2018,
separately, relating to each year;

(iii)  whether he is aware of the fact that certain
institutes ~ organizing  pilgrimages  to
Dambadiva do not follow proper measures
regarding security of those pilgrims;

(iv) whether he admits that the said pilgrims
suffer severe hardships, as a result; and

(v) whether formal measures will be
formulated to ensure the security of
pilgrims and to regulate the institutes
organizing pilgrimages to Dambadiva?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, of the number of employees
who serve in Sri Lanka Railways by their
position;

(ii) separately, of the number of employees
who serve on permanent and contract/
casual basis; and

the action that will be taken to confirm the
service of employees on contract/casual
basis at present?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of
Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, Dr. Sharmini Cooray, retired
Director of the Institute for Capacity Development of the
IMF and an eminent member of the panel of advisers to
the Hon. President and the present Government, made
several recommendations at the Central Bank
Anniversary Oration. I am not going to read out all her
recommendations, but I just thought I will pick a few and
read them out. One of the recommendations she made on
tax policy was, I quote:

“First, pass an overarching tax law requiring tax rates to be set
in a uniform, non-distortionary manner. Any deviations or
exemptions from standard schedules would need to be justified
through an impartial cost-benefit analysis by the Ministry of
Finance that is published and presented to Parliament for approval.
All corporations - foreign and domestic - including those operating
in special zones such as Port City, should be subject to the
internationally-agreed Global Minimum Tax rate of 15 per cent. It
is time to end Sri Lanka’s misguided and irrational addiction to tax
holidays.”

CBwd cueetd 0¢m & §dlundr HOB Oy Fed®
©® BBwO wews? S Bedsies’. ©© gumd, & oddd
©8OITVewsy WE @B @COE O B DB EwIEENOR
Bodmrydog BuEo. wo@mmsersy D o 9 O B
BOD. I gFm0® S0 emew®¢ mosTery Bem O»
BodmryDae? OO nd moien OB 0w BeOIHO.

“Prioritizing the Large Taxpayer’s Unit. Staffing and
empowering this unit with the skills needed to track and minimize
tax evasion by the super-rich is essential. Sri Lanka is not short of
the skilled accountants, auditors, IT and finance professionals that
are needed, but successive  governments have, for years, dragged
their feet on this matter.”

Another one is, I quote:

“Reducing opportunities for corruption by digitizing tax
collections by Customs, Excise, and IRD, including by fully
operationalizing the RAMIS system. Tax audits should be required
to be based on transparent compliance risk criteria.”
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These are some of Dr. Sharmini Cooray’s
recommendations. I would just like to read one last
recommendation.

“Some steps to improve governance in procurement would
be to:

Most Importantly, enact a Public Procurement Law that reflects
international good practices.

Move all public procurement transaction to an e-Government
Procurement System by end-2024.

Empower the National Procurement Commission with a clear
mandate, authority, and responsibilities, including oversight of
unsolicited PPP proposals.

And finally, increase transparency by publishing information-
updated every 6 months- on public procurement contracts above a
certain threshold, identifying those that were assigned without a
competitive tendering process.”
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya. Please continue
with your speech.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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Next, the Hon. C.B. Rathnayake. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Tissa Attanayake. You
have sixteen minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Nalin Fernando. You
have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce

and Food Security)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan. You have 17
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna to the Chair?
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) ROHINI KUMARI WIJERATHNA
left the Chair, and THE HON. VELU KUMAR took the Chair.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Premitha Bandara
Tennakoon. You have 11 minutes.

[.0.4.43 ]

oG ¥®» edd evsimemIs’ wmr (gdFem

Goess @@ @)

(wreryflg Lriflgs usstmy CsererGsredr - LTGISTLL

@) ITEThIS HEHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon - State Minister of

Defence)

Yo ©0; OTEROA, Bewed § Gomoed 781H
8w D16 80w, & D1ed® »HODB) EEedTHed BB
3w D1 DD1cwd O eDEI @cwed OB @G
ClO® o @ wrg eO».



391 58B800x7nd 392

[0St 38» Dedens ensimremdsy Ovmo]

Bwds Ox® 000 gw D oecdavw 98un
OIS g woBien O ®B; 28Sm, ednmceHm,
08@88w gBewle GBw ©1¢8. @ DT wOWS gwd &0
Ded OO WEY -8t cwswemO WEBI- IO BYx
883w 2@n®m 0D Bedmdi. G 9BIBed (Sregn®
388w 28ycwd Yyen o, Sodn wdm gd® edDE), e
08O 8110 VORI, DoEWICEITNIDWG YIRWD 85 I,
BBed ¢plsnne 3¢ D10, 0ed gdFem »IFOG ¢
D13, eC euIBO, 11 eudBO, B8 ®BBgdEsT sByH0d
em08E, evd®dT D 8Oy goww »OB a8 ©vy moeg.
cdReme Bwwd 45.2:, drm 0@ gmeme Bwewd
27.24:F w0 gownd cdAOm@ Bwwd 94.98 ecs oo
MECOS g 3N EIDOE ©esy05YD. o8
@B Ted BwdEO 8B Buy, aed dn OFDJewmO
OVE-OVE OB el B ¢®y, evdE ol dete Bue
NEWOC0 8wd ¢y F su8e e 8 2@nm
eWmE WrB. “rndud ©xIecw, ©NdsB oCmO®
8WE®W, @i mBwEs, adBwny ©xIedw WwOBRE
88w 88y afun moens B3w. ag Omno ¢Biesy By,
8 Dedthe® Y BaE. 208Eed®xsind DOEE By ow.
CBE Sn®8Bew SrnleBr®ied BOwd 8B Bucs By ewn;
2605 @ed BOO 8B BuEr Ba) own.

GRow0Gi®) ©0; OBIEROB, D8y &S5l CBE
Sm®8ow OB GO W6 eriesy e®DB suIOWB. &8
80®e060 328 -Desd 75:3- Bedeed @REEr ed@EHB ®E, G
@m0 o 83ww. w8, 0® gdewlnOm ¢dded a8
OO0 dwn ew. g8 0® edawmEm s ¢@nm ®OEs
Omn Poed odamEs &0fa Omeds’ ornedd,
@DEed 60 O3 BYen NUG® nfdews’ 6O G vsIs
Om ged RO, VOB D5 BenB. O© Boemw O¢ &8
eNOTD DO 00 DmeOs 0® O eI @E Do,
G068 ©O O5IEROA.

Sir, there is a quote which I hold dear to my heart by
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. It states, I quote:

"The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times
of challenge and controversy."

Sir, we must not forget that the President took over the
country when there was trouble, when there was
controversy, when the economy was crumbling, when
there was no rule of law, when there was a great political
turmoil, when the country was burning and gradually, he
was able to turn things around, and for that, we are
grateful, Sir.

Then, Mike Tyson once said, I quote:

“Every head must bow and every tongue must confess.”

Sir, had the RW factor and his leadership been taken
out of the equation, then Sri Lanka would have been
another Lebanon, there is no dispute about it.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Hesha Withanage. You
have 14 minutes.
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Next, the Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda. You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. Lakshman Kiriella?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne - State Minister of Justice
and Prison Affairs)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Just wait till I finish.
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne)

This is not a point of Order. Hon. Presiding Member,
do not let this happen.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes. emews? Besdm, 00 ©@535n®.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne)

This is not a point of Order. - [Interruption] How can
you allow this? It is not a point of Order. There is a
system in this House.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne.
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda)
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Seconded.

g S8z &Y, wwo e3®@2 Ses.
aflearr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. VELU KUMAR left the Chair, and THE
HON. JAGATH SAMARAWICKRAMA took the Chair.
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At 6.12 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood

adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 15th November, 2023.
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana)

Hon. Presiding Member, I take this opportunity to
bring one matter to the notice of the Hon. Minister.

On the 06" of November, 2023, even the Hon.
Minister was there in Trincomalee when Sri Lanka
Principals’ Service Grade III appointments to the Eastern
Province were made. I also happened to be there and 459
principals were appointed to Grade III of the Sri Lanka
Principals’ Service. I thank the Ministry of Education
very much for the arrangements done to that effect. But,
there is only one concern. Hon. Minister, you would
answer regarding the recruitment procedures and various
other matters. I was made to understand that most of the
459 SLPS Grade III appointments which have already
been made would be to provincial schools. There is a
good number of National Schools in the province. So,
kindly tell the authorities to consider posting some of
those principals to the National Schools as well. That is
the request I want make, using this opportunity at this
Adjournment Debate.

Thank you.
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It being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.42 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 15th November, 2023, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 09th November, 2023.
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Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
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