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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON ALLEVIATING THE

IMPACT OF THE ECONOMIC CRISIS: SUBSTITUTION OF
MEMBERS
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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ALLEGATIONS AGAINST CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL ON
DELAY IN RECOMMENDING MEMBERS

TO COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF
BRIBERY OR CORRUPTION

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

On the 03™ of October, 2023, the Hon. (Dr.)
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, Minister of Justice, Prisons
Affairs and Constitutional Reforms and the Hon
Mahindananda Aluthgamage, Member of Parliament
made statements in the House alleging that the
Constitutional Council of Sri Lanka was intentionally
delaying its recommendation of persons to be appointed
to the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery
or Corruption - CIABOC - and that it is inefficient. For
these reasons, they stated that the houses of the members
of the Council ought to be surrounded by the people. The
Hon. (Dr.) Rajapakshe stated that he, too, will join the
people when they do so. The call to "surround the
houses" of the members of the Council is a reference to
the acts of violence conducted by mobs last year, causing
death and destruction to houses of Members of
Parliament.

The Constitutional Council is a multipartisan
constitutional body, of which I am the Chairperson. This
House is represented at the highest level in the Council
by the Hon. Prime Minister and the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition. In 2001, 2015 and in 2022, this Council has
been established to ensure independence, integrity and
expertise in appointments to independent Commissions
and to constitutional high offices, including of the
appellate Judiciary. Since it was constituted, the Council
had met on 03 May, 02™ August, 22" August, 24™
August, 05™ September, 21% September and 10™ October
in 2023 and had discussed the CIABOC on seven
occasions. On the 01% of February, 2023, the Council
called for applications to all Commissions, including to
CIABOC. However, since the Constitutional Council was
informed that a new Bill titled "Anti-Corruption" had
been drafted, would be enacted soon and that there would
be new criteria relating to the establishment of the
CIABOC, the Council did not take steps to establish the
relevant Commission based on the previous law. Since
then:
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L. The new Anti-Corruption Bill was passed by
Parliament and subsequently, certified by the
Speaker on the 08" of August, 2023.

2. The Hon. Minister of Justice, by Order published
in the Gazette, operationalized the Act on the 15"
of September, 2023.

3. Since there were several errors in the Sinhala text
of the Act, including in the section regarding the
appointment of CIABOC, which were of major
concern to the Council, the Council decided to
consult the Hon. Attorney-General in that regard.

4.  The advice of the Attorney-General was sought on
the 17™ of August and a reply was received on
22" September, 2023.

5. The Constitutional Council had discussed at seven
meetings matters connected with the establishment
of the CIABOC and is striving to adopt best
practices and follow an open and a transparent
process in that regard.

6.  As part of the process involved, the Constitutional
Council has taken steps to call for applications
from suitable candidates. The advertisement has
already been published in the newspapers and the
electronic media of the Parliament.

The steps taken by the Council demonstrate that it has
been fully cognizant of its obligations under the new Act,
but did not proceed due to the serious errors in the new
legislation.

The allegations made by the Hon. Minister of Justice
and the Hon. Member are, therefore, baseless and
disingenuous. As elected Representatives of the people,
those two Members, no doubt, understand the gravity of
the errors in the Anti-Corruption Act, No. 9 of 2023. The
Act declares the Sinhala version as the valid version when
there are any inconsistencies between the Sinhala version
and the Tamil version. Section 4(1), which deals with the
appointment of the CIABOC, refers to the Constitutional
Council as "oxd&dewm w@wd". The Constitutional
Council can only act according to the law. The Act
provides for penal sanctions for the offences of bribery or
corruption. It is, therefore, essential that the applicable
law is clear and consistent. Any flaw in the applicable
law, however technical, places at risk the enforcement of
the entire legal framework anticipated under this new Act.
It is imperative, therefore, that the Act be amended as a
matter of urgency. Until then, the Council cannot make
recommendations for appointments to CIABOC.

Instead of proposing the amendments, the Hon
Minister of Justice chose to make baseless allegations
in the House against the Constitutional Council, which
were forthwith repeated by the Hon. Mahindananda
Aluthgamage. Both Members of the House made
reference to the political developments in 2022 and to the
demands made by the people of Sri Lanka for a "system

change." I would like to remind the Hon. Members that
the "system change" they asked for was also for one in
which the people expect their Representatives to act
honourably, in good faith, with reason and in the best
interest of the people. Making baseless allegations against
a constitutional body, calling on the people to surround
the houses of the members of the Council and most
seriously, agreeing to join the people when they surround
the houses of the members is unconscionable, unethical
and could easily amount to an abuse of your
Parliamentary Privileges. Please be warned that this
House will not stand such conduct. May I also note that it
reflects poorly on a Minister of Justice to attempt to
belittle the Constitutional Council for failing to act when
the legal issue concerned is a matter for which the
Minister of Justice must accept responsibility. Similarly,
it reflects poorly on a Member of the Government to
berate the Council when the matter concerned is one on
which the Government has to take remedial action.
Instead of acting responsibly, those two Members of the
House resorted to unconscionable conduct, including
calling for mob aggression and agreeing to participate in
such mob aggression. As the Speaker and the Chairperson
of the Constitutional Council, I strongly condemn the
statements made by the two Members.
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SPECIAL DISCUSSION ON TWO PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS
TITLED “LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS (AMENDMENT)”
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC - Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Speaker, 1 present the Report of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Health on the -

(i)  Performance Report of the
Ayurveda for the year 2021; and

(i) Annual Report of the 1990 Suwa Seriya
Foundation for the year 2022,

Department of

which were referred to the said Committee.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Speaker, 1 present the Report of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Health on "Galaha
Bhaddrawathie National Bhikkhu Care Centre Trust Bill",
which was referred to the said Committee.
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Sir, I want to take this opportunity to vehemently
condemn the atrocities committed and the colossal loss of
human lives, especially the mayhem and death, caused by
indiscriminate attacks, the attacks aimed at children,
women, mothers and civilians. We condemn, without
reservation, these attacks, which are crude and blatant
violations of human rights. We urge all parties to this
conflict to throw away arms and turn swords into
ploughshares. I would tell them, get rid of arms, come to
the negotiating table, talk about peace, talk about how
these two nation-states can coexist side by side, talk on
the manner in which you all can coexist and cohabitate,
enhance the principles of brotherhood, justice and fairness
and respect each other’s religions, cultures and religious
institutions.

The world has failed in providing a progressive and
constructive solution to this grave crisis. The 1948 War,
the Suez Crisis in 1956, the Six-Day War, the Yom
Kippur War and the ensuing conflicts during the latter
part of the decade of 1970 and thereon have promoted
violence, mayhem, caused an immense amount of
physical damage to the humans and caused death.
Unfortunately, the Middle East problem is persisting,
continuing because of the power struggles that exist
among the international community. We urge the
permanent members of the United Nations Security
Council - the United States, the United Kingdom, China,
Russia and France - to go beyond the various ideological
conflicts, disagreements and mismatches they may have
and think of the mothers, the children and the civilian
population who are grievously impacted on by this
unnecessary conflict. I tell them, we need leadership and
it is useless calling yourselves superpowers. It is time for
the superpowers to act in the name of humanity. We need
human qualities; we need humanitarianism and we need
justice for the Palestinians. We stand for a Palestinian
State. The two-State solution is the only formula,
persistently reaffirmed through UN Resolutions 242 and
338, the Oslo Accords, the Abraham Accords and so
many other agreements. Why can the protagonists and the
world leaders, who have the power, not promote peace at
the expense of conflict? Look at the humongous amounts
of monies that are spent on armaments, on weapons.
There is so much of monies wasted in the Ukraine-Russia
War and so much of monies wasted on armaments in the
Israel-Palestine conflict.

How about ensuring peace, tranquility and peaceful
coexistence amongst the nation-states of the world and
transfering those funds spent on weapons, which are

results of various military, industrial complexes that exist
throughout the world, to support the livability of people,
for health, education, youth empowerment, wealth
generation and to promote growth for all? I think it is
high time that we moved away from prioritizing military
and security-oriented policies and thought about
prioritizing human beings.
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Sir, I once again urge everyone in the international
community and also the Sri Lankan Government to take
all the steps necessary to make sure that this very
dangerous conflict which may flare up even into a world
war, we do not know, is resolved. I certainly hope that
that would not take place, but this conflictual situation has
to be controlled, managed. And, we have to take all
measures to ensure that there is a peaceful, specific
resolution to this grave conflict, which is certainly a threat
to international peace and security.

Thank you.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan - State Minister of Higher

Education)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker and Minister
Prasanna Ranatunga for reminding us that time
management is very important because there are others
who want to have democracy outside Sri Lanka, at
international level, but who do not respect democracy in
this House itself. That has been a major issue.
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Sir, I stand before you today to address the House on
an issue which has plunged the world into uncertainty and
disturbed, if not destroyed the soul and the political
conscience of the international community, as we speak
today. It is not merely a war between two countries, not a
war between different cultures and in fact, not a clash of a
civilization - we, at the 21* Century, are trying to design
and redirect the human, political endeavour for our future
- but a complex and a deep-rooted dispute which has
caused immense suffering to both the Israelis and the
people of the State of Palestine.

Sir, we might not have all the answers for this
complex issue. But, some of the speakers here spoke as if
they had complete, absolute answers for it. I feel sorry for
them. I, as a student of political science, particularly in
peacebuilding and conflict resolution, was seated here
listening to their speeches and understood how shallow
their ideas, experiences and knowledge were about
peacebuilding in the Middle-East region.

Sir, the Palestinian community and the State must be
recognized. Without any delay, without any difference
and without any deviation, the State of Palestine must be
created and the international community must, without
condition, accept that.

Having said that, Sir, I must also reiterate that
terrorism in any form, whether it comes from Gaza,
whether it comes from Tel Aviv, whether it comes from
New York, whether it comes from Beijing or from any
other place, we cannot accept. We have suffered as a
State which had been battled against, which had been put
down to its knees because of terrorism. Therefore, 1
would say, whether it is State terrorism, whether it is non-
State terrorism, whether it is Israeli terrorism, whether it
is Palestinian terrorism, whether it is American terrorism,
whether it is Russian terrorism or whether it is Left Bank
or right bank terrorism, terrorism is terrorism. We must
not allow terrorism to take root in this country or
elsewhere as an answer to our political differences.

Sir, it must be very clear what we are talking and
debating here. We must have a shared goal for peaceful
resolution of this conflict in the Middle East. This
requires commitment to diplomacy and dialogue and the
pursuit of an all-accepted, two-State solution, a solution
which recognizes the rights of the Israelis as well as the
Palestinians. Without understanding that fundamental
condition, we will not have peace, not only in the Middle
East, but we will not be able to usher in peace in the
international order as well. Therefore, as the UN is the
only available body for maintaining international peace,
we need to rally around its resolutions to bring peace in
the Middle East.

In achieving that, Sri Lanka must support democracy
and encourage and support international diplomatic
efforts involving all stakeholders, particularly the people
of Israel and Palestine. The people of Israel and Palestine
must talk to each other. This is a problem which needs a
people-to-people dialogue, a culture-to-culture
engagement. Just because I am a Tamil, I take up my
position; another one, because he or she is an Israeli fan,
takes up his or her position and some other person,
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because he is a person of Islamic-faith, takes up another
position. That would not be a good way forward for the
democracy we are hoping to achieve.

We have to address the core issues, recognize the
importance of dialogue to address border issues, cross-
border terrorism, the issue of Jerusalem, the issue of
refugees, the security of the unarmed, innocent people of
both sides and ask for fair delivery of justice. Even
humanitarian assistance has become a major concern
today. The lives of almost four million people, including
children and women, are at stake there. Therefore, we Sri
Lankans, as a State which believes in democracy and
upholds Buddhist values, call upon the international
community to provide humanitarian assistance to those
people. Also, the silent majority of the West must speak
now. Particularly, the Norwegian and the Scandinavian
countries, who are good at peace negotiating, must get
themselves involved in this because their hands are
relatively clean.

Let me emphasize, Sir, that our stand on this matter
should only be characterized by compassion, wisdom and
commitment to peace and nothing else, not personal gains
or promoting my own religious idea or cultural idea.
Commitment to world peace, commitment to democracy
are what we are look at here. We have a responsibility to
the future generation by stopping this war here,
contributing to the resolution of this conflict, helping to
mend the wounds, healing the political and spiritual
wounds of this conflict and ushering in a better, fair and a
just solution for this conflict in the Middle East.

In advocating a peaceful solution to this Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, we are not taking sides. But, in this
House, I saw, from morning, Hon. Members taking sides
because they are comfortable being on one side. That is
not democracy, Sir.

There are learned Members in the Opposition. I asked
about this conflict from one of my most respected Muslim
brethren yesterday at the Members' Dining and he said,
“Hamas had no solution; Hamas had no option; Hamas
had to attack.” I would like to ask him, in that case, is all
what the LTTE did right and was the Kattankudi attack
right? Will you justify that? No, Sir, we cannot allow
terrorism! Whether it is Tamil terrorism, whether it is
Islamic terrorism, whether it is Israeli terrorism and
whether it is American terrorism, we must speak against
that, if we believe in democracy.

In conclusion, I would like to say again that in
advocating a peaceful solution to the Israel-Palestine
conflict, we are not taking sides, but are talking about
international order, justice and fundamental and human
rights of those people. It is our collective duty to support
that cause and I stand with our President, the Government
of Sri Lanka and my people in achieving that kind of a
solution. We need to make compromises, we need to
make comparisons and come together in finding a
solution so that the people of Moses, the people of
Abraham, the people of Jerusalem will, together, usher in
a world order where our future generations could live in
peace.

I thank you, Sir.



1261 208Ee®5Ind 1262

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0 9®@Bwred DBRE Lozl OBTEn®r. VDO S50
8= mcwes Beodxdo.

[e3.00. 11.51]

OO @OBwoed DIRE D28 Dz

(wrewrfl@ @)wgwrev LTEET WTdHeTT)

(The Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar)

OO0 Bewids BONE®ROR, ©8 ©d ee®FwE
8Bewn B8Oy BB SRBOBTH 0D»HD), dn®ied
OO0 »EB O U WOBIZ @DEND A 2® o.
20®3med Stockton University ®ezf Holocaust and
Genocide Studies e»dy &5 woadwsy BEIE @nws
Wedned® Bnithduddwen D5 SguE “Am Raz Segal ©®
Dsed - @Fendal ®wed - 1388 ¢ "Jewish Currents"
magazine 90 B¢y E8uB sy emdum ¢yl ¢FOdsy 8 g¢
®ed BmND @ody» WO WEBB. o5 Bewdss
DONEHDOA, 90 EBBed BogmEe “A Textbook Case of
Genocide: ... Why isn’t the world listening?” e=¥m»&. &8
B oF0®, "d» wemdn B¢ ecungowvmmdw: .. @@
eCIm® 00wl wdsl esweimleny?! wsim&. dew Bwo
Beasiery §GuuE “HBm ©ididediews. dn®ied Suww
&) wownd BERE dvwdB. 998 ¢e®8med dBDSCEHE
cosidsiesy. dn® »OB dedw wcwsl WO Berrier). ©®
OBB, On&ed & wcuds 0Om» Bfved O
208Be®InD ¢y edsIy:

“...Israel ordered the besieged population in the northern half of the
Gaza Strip to evacuate to the south, warning that it would soon
intensify its attack on the Strip’s upper half. The order has left more
than a million people, half of whom are children, frantically
attempting to flee amid continuing airstrikes, in a walled enclave
where no destination is safe.”

There, he says “no destination is safe.” ®5® E8ws
gDwsy Womds. I n BBux. 00 ot ¥VWewmd®
BwedsTes? snwi. Jomd Bedm NAGODO, HWID DO,
@0¢Be HIFOw BHYBNTeEEI0 efedmd . On®
o®eds wewsy »JC Bedmo:

“Indeed, Israel’s genocidal assault on Gaza is quite explicit, open,
and unashamed.”

& 5w “rBm ©H8wddwr mOEEOS e®ewl Bwsroo.

"Israel’s goal is to destroy the Palestinians of Gaza. And those of us
watching around the world are derelict in our responsibility to
prevent them from doing so.”

e® ¥ ®owvads OO eCIv® cuds D
Bedmd Bues & @wrdlen® wenst mmdo.

©0T Bewd®s mONemdR®B, ©d i ©O8IBE
OB R0 ©8 BOD O, O®Ied ewIELND E»Y
@® mmCewmw 1 & G 8EedNHED ddw @EIDD
Besizy g0 30E0D 8w 88 o, 0® O 80 8¢d B
Brnaw wy ged 600 8¢ O ¢Bm®m0 ARL® v On®ied
ewddsnd nEsY Wiy O©n WS Bedmdr. H»BHO ©OxY
B8G@w @B BBOO wy w8 Dwg@d o 2®O
Hewmd 0L8vs 05 ocen dFws “HBsTed w-8imryewss

PCE 83O ©0 oewldrneds’ 8¢ O Bedmdr. O
©wdssnd RE ac a8 0® wwied wIimdh WOsIery god
g8 9880l ©® e 8g »OGs Beadm OeEdSE ®wno
200w OHAB; BB ed wamdd O E.

8 o 8B 0® o g¢ wmddh WO e®
e®emen B0 @nx 0dsles’ Jod 2x» EBG ey
SBsied @0 BOO ewdwus’ ww dudde® 8¢ §
8BEBwB. dod 2» o8 g1008mun Bewddmwr m ®dE
@D BBWO, omssind BBe @lw 8@ITTVO dgsTed
@8, DY YRoFBe owgr (B85, @D BOHO
e8ne® 83 0 00 Bewdnmwsy aymowE
310®8m07) BewdEmwid n® B8 ude »wiD8sy, 538 8387,
©e000 0® 2» BBsw BLed® QOBE IO engdny
eddnE, meE, Iamo Psddim, Onfes HHBsTed
eddmwes’, 8OE D18wesy 9es® ®»odsY 8¢ mo»y OeFdH
B0 eVEI GBO a8 w®i8 s OBT (D). OO W@BAE,
® g» ¢5Y Bedmy & B G186 0® O ©HIDD essIOBID.
©® ACTD), ol Erned @D B8O emBssY wwIed &¢
@00 od. dYBHOwWE JOOE r@dmewd e® 88w Bedddw
B¢ BE. S0 @D yOaFB e ©3m VOBC IR s
EB0wBsT0 yladBwe 052000 ¢ g8 cdBmrdo.

a¢ ®reenddn, SodvewrsI® 0® o®ewen ©EHRm
©®w wOr O8nw ece 0® gl B8 eBcDIDDW W &5
N0 ged c00d, ged nI®Fnmsior Bweaddd
© @00 Buel @anB8s), culedBs 0OsT® Fmoms
3800510085y wleds anf B8O 8¢ § @mde ®eod
8830 meumds. S Bevs 0dmnedsi B adeg
»38sY & 8BS O wPBesdewmeg, BS yostadsy,
©®IMIECEEMmE Bedtd, DBwvewsic BBwzd, MBVesE
BBwsT mnd 880 oo Beww 0dnedst E8m e ¢od, O¢
D¢ B8 ged Bewd adoged 86D0wsy ®eod Ommwd
0.

o0 9T "pEmDed" 90RO  0wuds »nO&
3B00518sY  OeEdy  Ofcmwer HwOm ®eg.
"5E208" @ Dodven ven Ou®  ©sIled:,
Oed@eds, vud adofeds HODEO 9e8ewsy ©wd®0
O @oodsy aldiss AEede ©Y AsTed s e®OE®
»Ogn WO BPem. & alcossdilsy dgsTed «@OdEn
yBReFBe 8O D& egea, ¢eBE ecisT HuwiTem R3OE,
a¢ an O 0808e ¢B8sY Bersieny.

O¢ 9BIewD, Com0d g «wOFEEH »® OB
300 o 080, 938, emIB® @B o & nEs’
DOsIed OO BHYS O OFTIHO WOYH WOeE a8
9. aed a8 & comw 8o ¢BBsT 83500 ¢85S
90 ® wewr BIwd, @limw OB JOOE D @O
BEm8 @b Fuostem BBO ©yBe @030 o8
9D ueEBm u8w ne alcEsde Icede BB
Sgpucen BE&rems @S & ng dcemedn § &
eCIDW® ¢z ¢Imn. dw e exnedd. ¢y sOBB
DIFOB o ICT®. seEBme ocimed DoEnH®
O80wxY 8BS meHs VO 850 Bedmdr. ede BDOE w®
©Ee SCOTHO WE 0wddzn BO weg mwr. & HBSe OO
WOeOD), ™Y DO 0 e@ixmd @WmOstesy! ©®
OeEdd yvid Bwdwm mcen Ao ecimed yIRE®
BIHED DO 86D 835 80 8 mS8s 83» &O
000 o e¢ImO VYO 8¢ 0DEr Beadm. 9RO 810 1d
OBIH0; D3tz @BS S,



1263 2023 enmdal 20 1264

©R® BNEH® BOMmODNEY oD BEEBDE
S0 OO ¢ o WO Bedmd. EDdn sEEBm
Gotssw wews @0 O @B YOed, Bverw ©vnCOSH,
837 80 ywud OCE o8z, RPsIed Diwddy Bvn®
D083, DDsY Brnr ®SBsT, VYT 8EDr »BB5T BBy
28wimwun B8O snsImd 801 @ anod®sy, § yedadc
8oIndwsy 0oy @ dRewsy 688 moDdxsY YO edtNO®
BT DdmDicw Hwn®m mOBTery LpnsIins BBw
©B® 05038 sY. ¥1¢ eudln 8B83m g e®dmed aom et
8p C0OCE BBvewsy v D5 88ned sxndus O-88,
BRERD BBy0D HOECON Bl nwesy DO v »OSsY
RSy vy e sEDr »G® wOITAewsT WOy
ymoanes dod "Arab News" »n€xf ©® . @yed
YREBS FEW gD WO OO ¢Dws @¢sIm.

“What is happening now in Gaza is an attempt to force civilian
residents to take refuge and migrate to Egypt, which should not be
accepted.

Egypt rejects any attempt to resolve the Palestinian issue by military
means or through the forced displacement of Palestinians from their
land, which would come at the expense of the countries of the
region.”

"Arab News" 208200 »0¢c0n @yed ymaw e®ecs
Da8m0 mSHDa:

"He warned that such a move would turn the peninsula into a base
to stage attacks on Israel."

B50BeB OC-88 @ 090 gBOC; B YO
®C0D g Catss BT der ©@® BeEdE ywIs OB
e5E85Y B6mn By S Beadm .

dWenddE 180 ¢ oeus 6 3.280 Sddwe
2OOBDCWed BVIBmELR OB YBBIB HIME O8VY
s&oRe B I8z, "§ddwec @dsT @D ®in
Boed ecduem By ©&ied ¥ YOO Bdwmider OFE
megw" eneds’ wensl ®d BAgewn. dowrs SO oS
10.58 & 80, ¥® s&dw HwmsIw B8 Omo ¢ Byew.
e dowaded DORO® ©vwid OBI® ww oxd & Somnw
gl OO, euIH® WIesy eCIm S0%Hdens’ OEE §
B0E S0BDded oA, ddhucs e® 8 BHuw Huded®
2000 QOBs eI cwvgdr’ 8 Wmom ©® &owIswsy
Godes ey ded® ewer ¢ B ew. gl w.vded
B0 B W, "e® B0wide @I gutiRw. @® Bo¥ade eWE
RO ©O DOm " wnedsl Bw BYew. W
3P 0@ ¥eddsY Daedd Bdma »J Bgyeed, "edfvEmO
OCE me B0wide BBoedy BEonm viB e¢wur ernedd.
0 ® @DENO®EO hFerIms BB oo me @nd"
B8,

G Berdss HOI1zNEHD )
(oreryflg rdd surprwsi ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

RS §DnB, ©O OB,

O @OBwoed DIRE Dozl Dz

(wressTyfl@ @)bSlwirev LUTEET WrdbaTi)

(The Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar)

®0 Bewdss mONEHDOB, O @B sY HSD
200 WO HO.

B Bodn g@imsdiwed wews Jod, "e® ywida, gud
@B wosies’ O »OsmeE. g8 OS¢ af eCHL Ve
¢BD0. D¥® w05 BG®wE wyw Glwed gdwmws ¢l
B yn8d. dgppwced e® Bwids! @® gdwlwied B0y
O . 9T ocI® “OHWO ww O
SBsted ©» eCmODIwed 9FB®OE0 5T & ®ied
S5m0 @@8Bm cROOWO e BBO »mS me @nd
Bodmrydn" wsimd.

@O0 Bewdss DONG®ROB, ¢¢ ICOn ¥O e
»85 @1 IBcwsy @@ @ded, e® glcis1sied
50 cPOE® OO o 0085 WOm YDICws Beswz
BBC 920, CNN 920 9E@s ¢t msonnim 8 dew. &, 95T
0108 ydudwst mer BB, & Br¥er 0® yoa’B wLNCOSY
@0 wsw, 8Os eFG® on @n »IFOS® @8
i Bwsmy Om wcHsd mIBsT ®ed DD w®isH
DO Dn.

©200® &FHBE.

®0 Bewrdss mOrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0; ee®fwme 8Bewnm B0y BB DRSO
BB 8 micws Bedmd.

[®@aswdsy 12.00]

©0 ee®Bwsc B8ewm dwmo

(wressryfl@ swwgSMure AnlGser)

(The Hon. Maithreepala Sirisena)

©0T Bewdds DONEmROA, G& ocIPme® @edw
8300m 808D 000D 8REBD e MYP -gddwe-
B8EACD m»r WO O o & wngd edm. svuBwe
C® BE OCIPed gDIB® P DReWsI® ew® B
BReoed GiBwin-gweds gdde B8¢d s0®mB. Y
2538 Bm Daews O D& Adeng nFF G BB
0w §GaE 0190 Ben YO eCIDmBO® &1 O D eusIn®
WO, BEEBD 0B Bwmda, »®ed oD@
B8sT Wo»y ¢ Y¥idw w@ITVewsy BBO e¢wrs m»H®
csiesy oW, e@m »wEE w-Bmw BB e ocwn
B, ¥8w0 D FD® Em O e FBsT OO edm YWISwO
aoed 8¢ §en mdems ded ecwn. @® gwide 8¢ § 60OE
e¢®m o Q0 @B SO wOW® @B 0DdDD ISLnE®
DO HOB, eCI® ACORTT secen)s OO OWn @D
810 48 et BB vEEBDWO ¢¢d BBV O B® ww
seEBmed vwewsdnw wewr Jodvewri® @i eBeIOR
SISION

8 DREeeI® ocim ACORTTed DoBRE Bw gerst
@® @ddw gdwsy BZLB. ©© 20178 wd dyried WSO
OBMOO Bw 00D, md Dusled Bens’ yEmw@E
HHD, @® ecIme Hyoh B O» @& »IFO a8 B
®OBIes? emew®¢ BuE. & 0dEed 00 S»O eisim
Beed o cF¥niew. OO cuidwied & IRE B
Peo®, b dDwriew DOm e¢m DB OO0 @B
ORI c5ivN. & nO8, 0® GFRDED YH»® e¥nd nOB
PR BEwemre WmOm» 0600, pyd BEweme OB
©@0® 08 Ded IosdE, O @PD BEseme
eNHODD 5O, ecimed BBO O ng @® Qe B
edsTesy 58 Bws .



1265 Eilelglcloiat1o)

[061 ee®Boc BBedn @vmo]

Sgpuced nFFDG NEDIO, Sgrucw &8dm Daews’,
e dm Dnews’ Egeay 00 e®sT®, ¥e®w aBw BT,
28 ®E@asIHw w5y e Syend aBsT 9m® PnE D
83 con. »YT veEBmed @@ guiem B0
95¥esy. BEEBMeE EBryD @I edfHEWO evedn »E
8n08® o 88 g8 e ®HHHY DB Dr1edd®, ICDS e
& o gywIcs 8 WO, § Comn Bewed Bvw @BwIsw
800® B8REB-EGuec y@E»ede seEBmw wvd B3ed.
seEBmed quden SHmOD ge 8g 8 Beadm & ddsne,
@08 ®BDYWD DB O® DB dfer HBed
886, Ve HBsied @dHen LaEs Dw® di
8w @gnd. ¢ 8, I def edsTery onsen? & 8Jue gulesy
Fe® oCIm FCORT. eCI® ICORE T wEIO».
& o¥F0e O »O8 0® vwirm IO HB O
BedsTesd.

@® @l HO PR Pldw BBIHO 1wBe BwsImnl
M. OB CRG svE 00 Beamd. e sFenss,
By 8w DBDIW ¢gBd Bedmy MR edvews’ 018 008y
0B, @@ Bug »IFFD WICBCEEO o 8O, ym
Dnewsi® oeEdm doymded a8B8c B8EcD o8
Bodeewssi® iEBEEC 0w O . 0@ ydme
Be3l® wewo O S0l 8 85I8. Pumo 8»n BBswmO
BEB WOy ewldsnd nOB, OBwr HBsTed w.dimrw
B85y @® COOE @¢m e, ECeMEEY 00r e ¥l
B Om. & nF0w nO8 0@m»0 Bedn wrdden Secd.
Epucsd, Sgrucs Bec omdums, 8EEBRmEO,
seEBme Daewsy emduns od 0dx RBEO s,
@eOw MY® @B WS e Be® BOu® @B o on Yn&.
®® 0® ®m WIBTesT § Comn Bewd sfved wwisBddws
DRewsY 8O 05008, BHBBIHS WO BHOED galwir
88 8w wsBddw Daews’ svyBe addided 8O
®0 908y BRI wO®, EONH B FOOEE 200w BERCD
O RO, 9Cwsde® ®wy ecIPwWd swdd 2O od
DOROR 6w GO 0D BednrDo.

Spuced g¢ adlBe 8®w®, M Boed O yodnwBsy
SE000 wdybeamewns’ @b edxtm BOD®, & agwdes
“5y500 Fw0 85 eDEI edvews’ DN dsID 8O OB,
BCEBD gedlD MNED, & B0 Bwo ©BTEsT EEEWIOE
B 59 & ¢ 0Dvewsy wsIm 805y Om. a8 ¢,
B (6100, B8R DWEDE gw DIed®, 9m® gwden gu I
gm0 83w. & MQOOBEL 8w wm ®wyw g» Bw WERD,
AoBBE 0DHNOEY Yo o¢m, & Wi OB S NEDo
508 g0 BanE ¢ g eOmeny. & i ¢51edd 0@
B05I¢? & emEEs 0@ ¢sleny? & g e® ®Q®
O BIDD? qeden B ¢G5O o® BB Srun BSO
O edcdmws. dm a8 ¢Brles’ Acume guddwa
B8Bw0. & Bwo @¢ aBw vy pidm amBe D 08w
8 Bedmy Sgrucw s B BB wewr YE®»FOs on
@n8. Sgpuce o® BB BEEBm»EO WmOm NG a8
BBeLdHO ex®n »OsTesT BNV

BCEBDHBO 0® nFOe g¢ Jod :B ey Ow
@52008. wwd gdos PuFOw euIm Mmced o® yudmw
88a¢ «OBRB OO0 HOEE BPew, NEWID
BBwd OO B ey s8emmrde, (WD, COTDO ©wH
IBs wO®. Y wwd ador PHFOWwers’ suded, e®

1266

@c8dDwe end ¢e ®9® O ST DELH® eDEs &g
©® »IFOw HB D BRI DOt 83.ODM® EOHO
@D Bws) Om BCEBD Jbw EE eC® Y
0 Bedmryds. Bwoa @¢ ¢d anBe Beam, deoE D10BsY
@05y WO Bedn), @0 88 WO Bedd) eodr B®0RBsY
@000 H®eS 38w EGBEW FREO Biesy Bwm
O ¢e yameE DO 8 0D Bedmrd.

@0 Bewiss ®Osnemn®B, § credmes’ 8,000
s0e Spuced euimds. Be drnews’ 6,000 ©®
I, BE 05%0m 88w & 0 ned Bw gw 2,000
s yomer 95Imdh. dnemd dWemd® 8,000 dnd
005, & § creBmesied 88m o a8 im0 dux.
& D10d® seEBmedy § Crdmesy e 83w exImd.
©® COOE @¢m gnsd B @D Bedm Ydw ¢l eCIm
@lReE VOO o eD8SY W) CRG vVE 08 Beamda.
eCI® AEORTY BeW 0® AW @m ©BdTID BOBTeHD)
Bedmrdn. @B ydmeme ocim deOnTed Wn»® wy
DORO 0dvest & ecemERs BB WS e OB @O
B08. & cO0DF e gmd ®mY® B edm»D »O, WYedw
DB @B e0mHD »O 5O 8v @n IO Swg® Oxiery
o “Bsted w-dmen, Ows SBsied goem
OHDCe 928ur 0D & gddw ©OVLWO v BIOO,
©®we ¢ BB wOgn BBOB. IFesd SHBsTed
08B B8 wiBem OHOECW H®™IOS gdevsy &
98w CODE @¢mm ¥ WO A e OB e@mO Beadm
Besg®.

zonys eCI® RO, Dodvewsy 48 ar@d BYwicme
WO BE ©@0d® Bedm ocim AEDHDI, -0® & »O®
daews’ Buesesy mywr- ®Ye B IO Y
I, Om 008 Ge®8m0 »Of COOE suvw Oy
Woeen) OB & e 0 ¥ded. @@ HFFOG BE g
2830 dmEs OO s¥d &0 gomI® DD YD
DreesI® 08 nIFOw @m0 B»BIMYHPWHB. OMBBFOW
BE BREBD Emymded gBB08mO® o IO
eCI® ACORTT wy O HBsTed w6 BOWYR BE
@n8. O s IR, B¢ g EBD 0B, @Cow ©B v & BDO
o 28 5Grueceds ®mB$YD 8 WO & e¢emE s
aned Beadm ydme Bwl® ey P HBsTed
.83 O Do ©8w B® gD@BB Bws WCw®B Hm®
»O8sY, odd DN ¢dwsy HSHo.

BB, e D5Y eSeni3!

®S Bewdsns O151EmR )

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

®0; w0 BoeEmE OB IS0 BB 15»
MG B,

[g.60. 12.09]

@G (82028 w) 6 BSeudmS @wmo

(oresrfl@ (s0THH) F1d ofrCarsy)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

OO0 Bowd®s mOsnemn®B, Sgrucs 8w seudmned
©©tf o8B gm0 YeAede OO wmed BFme vsiesy
B YT »8 @redy omEsI® veod 88wd Osies,
Sgpuceds, seEdmneds, -ecuenst®- wnmwd &
00 & @Bowm S5rym00; ©8B8& ©DOJ, Bludsewrd, Dwwm



1267 2023 enmdal 20 1268

2@ ww am s MO, VE @D, B8 Bw 8ocr.
0D »OB Vod BBwD dr¥ery, ¥ wied sFene BwEe
&edarsy.

D DRSO pEmdIcs Bus Om a8 »YSE eveo
By, pEndice ¢80 ¢woler’, "edawmes gofens
80 WS OB wews gBowmws’ wnmw BIOR" ece.
Bev® MO, pEBDCW B DT ICL; WD Wde
Penry, @wildalem fevr god »OEDS  pEndicw
e300 E ST WOBIDY DT,

ged 0eds afog 30 Bded pndndices Bgewn. &
pE®Dcw BOBT WO ¢’ Dwd 15m0 guemm&.
Bodsews’ @¢ @iy MmO 80880 O @ ¢sIeny
. ged 0edn & puEndice Hort®m meg EBD0
PCHD® WOeO®. B¢ WIDHBO CB Hoed @8O vODKDE
83 Bowe ww YEEO® “mmd. Kent and Dollar Farmsd2
S50 2@InB® EEH BIBDB WEE EMEVIOE B §Bd
o8, B, ecTRVe ©wwm Ded® @d®wsd
eodmnHEe DT @O AN mBE BB ®Swr dEwWO
20een 1 Bmumd ed wmm B »S a8 o»
Bedmroo.

0108302, § v 0d8we vl cg @EmO guvd
DEDDEsT B8ET ged afwm Bowe OBy 0@l &
Ded® aBecwm GEEO® “mymd -YLEEO® OriermmcDnI-
D nIpBed EEO® sFEWO el widiy mIBxy 8I5
e0Eed »O8 wmmW) CH ool CTHEIeD god
8GO0 e e ¢udE me asIc® a8 . SO
508 pundics BusTesy. ©d; Bewlws BOnemnOB, &
DEDDcw HOR @8 vhKe meg. & B @@ aydm ewd
DEDDcWS Bedmds »O -Em J¥ews’ ®OmHD DB
500y, HEHDEsT BB OB DD YOO BY- wOEH @R
daewsy g8 &m evgs ¢Bmdo.

Gi8wory snwm g3y B Bedmd, "©wed pEm sy
Sopeced gBwmesy 1,300 06 ¢@8. & and 58win
SBmBsY 165 0w 83wo. I Bewn Swam ©1360 GdRwd
0BG 0dsimy P 0o Bwdd BOCER" Bwes. dedd
Bom 0057 QY »OoO BOD, "Sgwced @Oy
50OEY aBewmusy wnmw BRI evg ¢BmD" Bwe.
s’ gdas edfes’ COOE ecmm Bwe®s - two-State
solution - BwE »O8 ¥y Bddies WOsTesT.

©01 Boewdets »ONemROA, a8 Imd, seuBmna
Fooonswsy B85 wEme »e meed - 19472 - ofer
SBsied wew@ed ©¥o wwd® UN Resolution 181 Bam
@wIBEND ez PD. & ewldrNedsy HOB YecdDsIO wH
B8CEBD LrBWeBIO Gotss e, J BusTesy goed Coxsw
0w gl sREBD Crswe »Owd 0D meg. eBSBE®
Beds HHousInd memen wden, & Besesy special
international regime Om® wdery OB wIems ©DTeny
By »08 UN Resolution 181 ewfdsned Bedzies’.
1947 02520 @28 @wed eomy & 0wlsrNdd ved
33ecomns 857w gu¥vn. Burled 13eceoms suics cuivn. &
2ed® 10ecoms dx3cn 2o@x Digmen. »HYD, 9O y3
gedaewsy B8wwd 56 B8 Hoed @gocd “HBsO. &8
98wy Bwwd 42 gun Joed sEEBm Grenwed. OO B
3003 HoBmewd & Bug® mOdS B8orer mwi. & Bwo
RGBT @e oI 8O O¥mo. O srBsied w.o®w 1948
@dQews? e 19498 Resolution 194 oozl UN

Conciliation Commission for Palestine Bws o2 »08 Joud
Bearies). €m 00ned ©cdddwed® gdwsy BsIcds
o5 8. Y I» Head mwr. 8O sed dFus HBsTed
3000 30575 dedD® e510YD0; Beds dEd® g o.
& D000® 0® yame 00nedsT KB dudd® v DD,
& wew ewldnn ©emNdE evmds, SDil8sY BB S
doad mywi. 8, 2012 252008 @wed 29018
O HBsTed vy wod®w B8 oEEB®»@O non-
Member Observer State, & Bwstes? wi@idmewvzal @202
AFeew SOF eocm »HROR ¢sizn. »HY, »OO &
g@dme B8 oy & wOITTY  wd8dnm eBwine Sm
»O&.

@0 Bewd®s ®»One®n®B, endaewsI® @dd
O BEDHEO OO 60 mdenes Om OO .
"The Island" g0 e «@dxf¢ oddo Iy Bom
©o1sedwr e O 9m 888 ddeCrenys BOHmD.
e® Bwug od® Y 9mw s DYy OB VY €v
Bodmrdn, seEBm ©ww SgucE @dde o 9m O
Bgven. g¥n Dnewsi® Bemdr m»O, 95I8wizmy s
FenddE Swwed 1798 ¢ Sguwscwe ®w» oo Boed
8085 ¥dw, e HEHDEST vosw e DB @dwd
605 WO BedmDo. O8.408. 500wy o8 Bum 9538w
©o1sedlw OB & v BwuE Bedsien’. Y e¥vo ewsy
e¢mxy - "Tigers of Lanka: From Boys to Guerrillas" and
"Inside an Elusive Mind" - Bwco Beadxds. Ry Bwemdo,
cile 11m0 ¢dm sCEBROTO miws Bdews? 01® @dn
edsIny BuEs Sgruce s1e 24 notice =l ¢uIzn Bweo.
D, ©E PEDDRET, BNTHO® e weDDW DEW®
OB OB BB B8CHEBD B350 BOD1. 50060wsY Bwsd
®osedlw 98 88w 20092 w3 pEHDEsT S8y
NEOHBC 0¢O¢ SBymD e 3 8B sBunl BBwO mAo
O Be® 8810 81 I Bedmdo.

©0T Bewdes mONemROB, DY 0d pEmwesy
DR »O8 gB.wm @@ Byd BBE sBv W Swd
@b Bod. 88 v ¥ 3wd ey’ gdersy Bw O®
300,00053, 295,000 g¢ed dev 8610 B8 @@ omo.
Den® WOE) OB 0357 B0Ee meg. OO B &
@ReB, @® @dwd wriusicme HOID Wi E» 9o
0de8 Buxm Om »OB 00 08 gdEhed2 Bwsles’.
O8.808. 500wsY BD® Bwm ©ed uwTI®wO 48 gmo
e108E0 Busiey @88, O ged ced Baey @3
DEDDCw @BIewWed BErmu Becs. I a8 m»yos
eI,

1987 48 ®ewed 80 1990 @&n ®ww ¢wlor 938w w e
CRC-NEODES BOHen BEI, DodBersI® ged ced
eoROE Cissew ¢ mosIm. gdwmed 9uIds ¥wEced
1,40028 ®161em0; 3,0000 D80 nDaE ewr. 08D ©aId 8Oy
20O B wmme Hew. § Bw ged 0O ne 0dHO
ot B8HJD00 m e @03 pEHDEsY wdie e
OB @ddw, mw Bded s0hm @dde ©Ow DO
wsiesieme mOBID Vw1 ¥ wBmed PEmdIce ww
@200 wdmred BEHDIcs amd Bedsieny ¢dg ey ecma.
@ed SO gfdg 2,500 Ao IBwe O ©83wed »OB
Byead. ged 60 IBw 0 ©Swd Bw 0¥ ged §ns’
Bmsy BanE 0010w Edmw Y ®Er. deC® 5108 9O
@O AT HOB 0md HEHDE T weg. ©®
B & @dw, ¢zd 0w Boed s08m @ldw ©d»
wsiesicmne mOIm D Boem I8 g8 Bosles’. &



1269 208Ee®xInd 1270

[0St (g0008) 00 BSeemS @wmo]

Ded® »w®id Bws) gw HEDORE BHO, g¢ o Boed
8B @l Sguucw 0OMeEds evd 9uIm OGS
CODE B¢ 0B Sga® yded e HEHDEsT edmedsY
st 83l ABE HEBAnwE B8, O yYImSsY e
oI5 @ e®8mD wy VB JODE 0@ HO® D1w® Wmeag?
28 coimdn, dFw HBsTed wden Oedced guim
y», 9 IEDH Coeds @ WYL BB O FmImMsed
Beda @8 oHID SENTID ComOD o, ® gddw
H0FO®, w05 86w g8 oI Besim. yred
Bedn ¢@B YD BEHE 0® 00 HBFE BOD, yddw
HOFOETD Bwo.

& Ded® mnOB g e®dmd, gedds w.nd®w, exdded,
s -0® BeFeHO -8 BDeD, yvImdsy edc
oI5y ©05T BPBWO w5 BB, aed snwmerd O¢
0053 B8P Buw »O, 8¢ HEHDIcw BedBID. §cOY
@® Ced eaf®d yydmn. gl gB-wm BBy wonmw
005, Y, @¢ & DOBS SOOE ©edE 8Os 8OO
OB 1. C18w0d WE @wIBEBNOD G e®T D, Fmrs®,
BoR®, BBIB PO JODE 6 BGTD D Bx¥cw 8o®ny
Diemen. 80 vled Sricn ¢iesy G8wd, dmnw, Ol
30d 88 Cotsw, eI @I ®wH» eI Bws COOE
808, 88 003 PEHDIcw BhEw ORI, ecImed 8oy
¢O1R® pEHDEET BED © 8w vKded, g¢ EBOEE e
28CAm™Gedd B @8 ®DE O, eV® WOH
ovsieryy g¢ SgweE®d support mos PVBS CODEOR.
RPsT 208 I GIAWO wwow e¢stes’y. d¢ qud ®wosY
B86®wmO 135IB) BB AR w0y & DOBC SOOF @¢ ®ed
0053 8GPWHO dedBD WOYR WO OB HFD DREWsI®
950 CELHDO mGie Bum I8 ¢8 Bwsless.

OO Bewdss ®Onemn®B, ¢ed 6ed gdde BmO®
s05Y ofed mywi. 2005 geeddn 12018 ¢ ged ded oy
@c® dedn @8 LS ®»EEOE B W@
»eo. 80 swed 2000 el wed ged 8Oy @ »P BB
BECD @8sE 00 emziedmr B wmmE DOBID
S DEr. DO e8RS O wImBI® eDHDI. SO seeed
2006 @ Fendd Dwed By adFem eEHORS wvBIG
WO Few »Er. 0® oddEF fer @ddwexm ©0xY
oer By, ¢ed CX6. B, @BE @0 ©wecDD DVE
g8 ©mds 8w wE 0owmmH®O Bew wud®
80y8emers’ 0T & “mmd BEndDO o e swod
508 48 gdRwn 057 oder). & Bw & gddw ww e
Boed s085 gdw wslesic¢me BEO gm D1de wvwen
ecen Bury OB 0® 000ws’ Bws) @dsedwd a8
O me ges.

OO Bewdts DONGDROB, @m0 PIWBEZD ¢
¢153 BED eOmn. 88 ¢Imd, 8O G0 ¥ 0¢®g 0ag®D8
Dwtdendcd . ¢ APsT 0m0d BpE®DIRBTO wwiw
@50, 3¢t E€0® Goessw 3 ST RYsY BO SO gesd
0®ylemerst® D8 m»dy; D1w® WOmd. & wew & I
CODE 9575 d@RICHKRLHIO BE DCBO oM. &8
BB, HoETIMed emIwedID veed B e @D
Dwdendcd wwiw ecsiesy Sguecwed Bum . ¥gsT Em
Bemdr. »HYS, 0357 ©wdw By @ddedd Sguwscs
0w BIen) Jved ¥w§edd. emdBIO emxwedd. ;B
DaeesI® SguuEw qud O¢ @D YvIom GJ wimp goisw.

©0 Bewdds ®»ONemHROB, 00m  ©ed
PBIHEENO ¥ HFeddHedsY GwEwd Bwr. SgiwEwsd
B8BC gy 00, Sruced D6 HY¥Idm §O winp -
Shaldags - 08 ¥§e¢D0 eemned ©08. 8¢ SguwEe ¢sd
@00 yWO®m GO wigp ¢BIBN; @E BND BIBN; 08D Wz
¢5IBN; @A CBERBIB {BITN. el DG VYLD ey O’
CCR® ¥YHT ®Er. 9 @m0 pEMDICE 8w ydd Wode
280 I ¢2Y SGREBO, @ eREdD8 ec®g Dwedendcd
BHeWIOE @, FID DRSO 0@ oidd B8Eedn
IMOOm®  WOBTen), odrseym dABmdie ©E®8.
odases dmdden ©wews nOBed GI®w b @¢»
eRIEONE ©cdg BDwendthed ovEd g3 ewEedE
Bodsroo.

@0 Bewlss ®Osnemn®B, puEmdice a8 m»os
eweE ¢BBD. aBcumesy 91005 & Yddw D9® HOOE
0008 Bewg@m»O Osim vy Bwce@ @8 Bosles].
pEBDceE doud ¢5im Bw »nO8 28 0® od Hwsiesy. ¢d&
BB wBtDmed Gu@ibEm® ©5IF0dw SHEumesy
Bowe 0®0wme o Sod-eseden O mE. OB
OEn® ¢ OO ®¥ed @B Cre@ i H®
OEn® EHCvmesy 8w 0d®ime O ®»S OOz,
8o D8Bws) 90 O »O8 6® cfwiw »osTes’. &
Beso On®0 &8 Bwmd, mSems 0® ydmwd an @535
s B Jm ©20088m 8o 00w, & 0®®imed
O BwsY gdQ mced el HEHDEsT B8sY W ¢ O, ¢8
@lVs Bwguens e sded HOB & afwm ©wdsy
O» 00 #OE RPYTed ©006dm 9RODE e®nIdmysTy
DOYR WOBID 05T e, J 8By O & ved® S wo
B 9O Bl 889085 wrnd »S Bedmbdl. &
3Boemmws’ OEOBID e 5O, T @vo® D1de8B. @® Sed
O O B0 O O BEI 005 WS Y. S Ked By
30D 0 Bedeyd. F ©9e® erdE 195 wi@ims B8wd
weE BYew. Jo wdydamewssi® Bmne S Bedmd.
300 wHOu BB GreBEmd Yool guImemO &
3wd D0 EBY ¥vn. D WBEOm 9RO, &
PRODE Bowcoewd OO Hemdr »O, g O1ded.
Oev® o BwE ®ww 0®g YO B O .
DEBDICHO OB &n OB 9B, IO B edsim
O B HO8 ¢8 Busless.

0c®g HBm wstdme Bwosiesd, emd pHEmD@ied
ednmEy »EnHe B ¢8 ¢imd. dm »YGOs @
BosTesy sywi. ¢ - ©8Eed®sindd d5¥» geswEo -
TNA dod @3800; S9G® ¢iesy, ywomosy @dwcy. &
Beso 88 Grw@rsmmm® OBn®0 Buwmd, B ydm ¢
WO O, »OsTed ied 9t BwEd. a8 sImd,
DEDDees O BrNew e Bwer. & Bwo En
505 eO5Im 9 e¢rIm O HEHDEHO VG cfusIm
cB 0ol ecsIm O, IO 88 9 ecslery v Bwdsy
®ed D ¢dwsy OB,

0 ©® glEMD A 2 o o0 Bewdsxs
DOBNBDHREO BB e,

@0 Beadts mOrBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0 90.8. @B OEn®r. AIH©O BB 15
OEES Bedmdo.



1271 2023 enmdal 20 1272

[12.24 p.m.]

®©0 98.8. 3®sIBSHT Swmo

(omeorLL0l@ 6TiD.6T. &rLobHTeir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you for the time allotted
to speak on this very important issue that is shocking the
conscience of the world. Let me, at the outset, express my
solidarity with the people who are suffering as a result of
violence, destruction and wanton killing that is taking
place even as we debate this.

We have seen footages and are hearing news of that
humanitarian crisis of enormous proportion and therefore,
even as a small country in the world, we cannot remain
mute; we have to necessarily raise our voice on behalf of
the suffering people. The political conflict between
Palestine and Israel is a complicated one, we all know
that. I am not going to discuss the rights and wrongs, the
claims and counterclaims of both sides to that political
conflict. This is not the time to discuss that. Now is the
time to condemn the violence and to appeal to all sides
that are indulging in violence and prosecuting a war to
immediately bring a halt to that and end the human
suffering.

Sir, I speak today also as a Representative of the
people who have suffered as a result of protracted
violence. When people suffer through violence, it is
almost immaterial as to who is responsible for that. Well,
it is important to identify the perpetrators, but the point I
am making is, it is important, it is urgent to, first, bring
that suffering to an end, to bring that fighting to an end
and call for a ceasefire. | am saying that due to this
reason. How can we, living, as we claim, in a civilized
world, look upon and wait when people, when nations
seek to settle their differences through violence? That
may have happened centuries ago, but, in today’s world,
does that even have a place? Is it not possible to resolve
it, however complex the issue is, by means of dialogue,
through intermediaries, mediations and without resorting
to violence and killing each other? The answer seems
obvious, but what we see in the world is not so obvious.
Constantly, there are fightings going on. In many places
in the world, that is happening, in Ukraine and now, in the
Middle East.

I cannot but say at this moment how strikingly similar
the events that are unfolding now in the Middle East to
what we experienced here for three decades more than 15
years ago. | heard former President Maithreepala Sirisena,
who spoke before me, condemn the attack on a hospital in
Palestine a few days ago. Well, I, too, condemned it,
irrespective of who was responsible for that. But, there
was a very important thing that happened even as that
hospital was attacked: the official Israeli response was
that that hospital was being used as a human shield and
terrorists were firing from there. Now, different versions
are emerging regarding that incident - perhaps, the
bombing was not done by Israel, we do not know - but
that is immaterial.

The point I am making is, when such a casualty
happened, the Israeli State machinery was ever ready to

say that that happened because the hospital was being
used as a human shield. And, we cannot escape but
remember what happened with regard to the
Puthukkudiyiruppu Hospital. That is what the State here
also said. I find it unacceptable that President Sirisena
condemned the attack on a hospital in Palestine a few
days ago in the Middle East, but I never heard him
condemn the attack on the Puthukudiyiruppu Hospital.
He, perhaps, was the acting Minister of Defence at that
time.

So, we can see the height of hypocrisy even in this
Debate in this House. I will itemize those. Some
Members are speaking for a two-State solution in the
Middle East, but here, that is anathema to them. They are
also appealing to the UN. I heard that speaker after
speaker today referred to UN Resolutions, but when it
comes to our country, they say, “No, the UN has no role
to play. You stay away”. State terrorism is being
condemned in this House and I also join my voice along
with them saying, yes, that is State terrorism, but what
happened here, too, was State terrorism. So, that is the
hypocrisy.

Violence on people, on civilians by whoever, be it the
Hamas, be it the State of Isracl or anyone, must be
condemned and I condemn it outright. There is no right,
even if you be the nation state established and recognized,
to impose air strikes and to carry out mass killing of
civilians; no one gives you that right. Merely because you
have the ammunition for it, merely because you are the
State and you can procure arms and merely because other
nation states protect you, no country, even a non-State
actor, - you may not be a State; you may be an
organization - or absolutely no one has the right to take
away lives like that. This is where that hypocrisy is
exposed. You cannot condemn what happens thousands
of miles away in the Middle East while condoning the
same in your own country. How can you do that? You do
not just condone it, but you glorify it, you celebrate it,
you exult over it! So, you would not be taken seriously;
this is double-tounged.

Sir, the suffering of the people must end. The Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is a political conflict. Therefore, it
must be politically settled; so are many conflicts in the
world. Those are political conflicts, political differences
between peoples and nations. So, those differences must
be resolved politically; so is the conflict in Sri Lanka. It is
also a political conflict. I heard former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa the other day say that a political conflict does
not have a military solution. He is saying that now in
respect of Palestine and Israel, but he was the President
who prosecuted a military solution to a political conflict
in our country. I am not blaming only the State for this.

So, I am saying very clearly that violence and
destruction has no place in the civilized world and it must
be outrightly condemned; by whoever it is prosecuted,
that must be condemned. Today, we stand in solidarity
with the people who suffer. They might be on one side of
the divide or the other. Children being maimed, the
ordinary people being put to the sword and all that is just
not acceptable. Let us raise our voice on behalf of the



1273 208Ee®xInd 1274

[061 ©8.8. g@sIBcsy @wmn]

people who are suffering as a result of violence, violence
perpetrated, maybe, by Hamas or even the State of Israel.
Whoever it is, I raise my voice on behalf of the people
who suffer violence to a proportion that is unimaginable.
Let there be peace in the Middle East and, indeed, in the
whole world.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage - State Minister of
Tourism)
Hon. Presiding Member, I thank you for the time
provided to speak today on the situation in Israel and

Palestine.

(8300052

Representing a country which had suffered a terrorist
war for three decades, I would like to say that terrorism,
under any condition, is unacceptable and should never be
accepted. Whether it happens in the North, the West, the
South, the East or anywhere in the world, terrorism is
something that cannot be accepted wunder any
circumstances. What the Hamas has done, their actions,
must, no doubt, be condemned. Inhuman acts of terrorism
have been committed, causing loss of innocent lives and
those people have been swept back into a conflict
spanning over decades. The response from Israel has been
swift and the incoming reports and images of the large-
scale collateral damage are deeply disturbing. Similarly,
in Palestine, the innocent young lives are being swept into
a conflict they have not asked for. Therefore, the need for
a ceasefire is paramount for the survival of those innocent
lives. Space for refuge for civilians must also be respected
and I implore the region to make efforts on finding a
peaceful resolution for that. The eyes of the global
community gaze at all this with deepest sorrow and the
need for a solution for this conflict has never been greater.

Sir, what is happening today in Palestine? We can see
that what is happening in the Gaza Strip is genocide; the
whole world is seeing it. That is also terrorism, which is
totally unacceptable. So, I urge the UN and the
international community that we all get together, bring
about a ceasefire and give those innocent lives the chance
to live because what is happening there today is
unbearable. We, as women, are watching what is
happening to the women and young children living in
those countries, which is unacceptable.

In waging wars, obviously, there are international
rules and regulations to follow and I urge that we all stick
to them. Sri Lanka, having faced a 30-year terrorist war,
to date has been accused of war crimes in Geneva.
Looking at the situation in Israel and Palestine right now,
there is a question about what is going on there. So, I
think it is high time that everyone of us in every country
in the world hold hands and get together for the sake of
those innocent young lives because they have not asked
for that conflict; none of them have asked for that. Sir, I
think it is time that those two States be separated and
given their independence to carry on as independent
States with peace.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, I rise to take part in
this Adjournment Debate on a topic that is genuinely
heartbreaking. If there is a nation which truly deserves a
State of its own, you cannot deny that it is the Jewish
nation; as a nation that has faced genocide to an extent
that the term became recognized in our legal
jurisprudence, it is something that cannot be denied. As a
persecuted people, they should, at some point, have a
country to call their own, where they can be secure, is
undeniable. Such is their history.

Sir, 1 used the term ‘“heartbreaking” and that is
because, in the process of trying to give the Jewish nation
a State of its own where the Jewish people can live
peacefully and in security, there also happened a great
injustice to the Palestinian nation.

As a result, enmity grew and there was conflict. But
then, there was a point where there was a compromise
and that compromise is what we all now term the “two-
State solution”. Sir, in that compromise, the Palestinian
people had to compromise more is also undeniable, but
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that compromise was reached. And after it was reached,
that the Jewish nation observed the agreement in the
breach is what is even more frustrating. Once a people
who have faced the worst of crimes and who have been so
terribly persecuted in their entire history have a State of
their own, for that State to behave in the way it has been
behaving is, honestly, so disappointing and so frustrating.
So, as far as our party is concerned, we believe that we
must be honest enough to call what is wrong, wrong and
it has gone well beyond that.

What is happening today, Sir, in the name of fighting
terrorism is genocide. There is no other word you can use
to describe what is happening there today. When people
are put in a war situation and when they are, then,
deprived of food, medicine and water, there can be only
one intention, to destroy that population in whole or in
part. That is what is happening. Deliberately targeting the
most vulnerable places where the sick and the young will
seek refuge, the hospitals, you cannot have any other
intention. Asking people to go to a particular area to seek
safe refuge and then bombing that vicinity cannot surely
be fighting terrorism.

So, Sir, unless we understand that there are root causes
to this conflict and for as long as we do not find solutions
to those root causes, there will be actions taken by the
aggrieved party to, in some way, pressure those who are
causing the problem to correct it and that is human nature.

When you are up against or forced to the wall and you
have nowhere to run, but still, the other party keeps
coming at you, then there is that saying, Sir, that even a
worm turns and that is what is happening today. So, the
Tamil National People’s Front is quite clear that we are
committed to a two-State solution and the fault, Sir, is the
non-implementation of that two-State solution. Quite the
contrary, it is the deliberate dismantling of the future
Palestinian State that is causing this conflict and
aggravating this situation. So, as long as we deny that and
try to blame the reaction to that problem as opposed to the
problem itself, we will never find solutions.

Quite honestly, Sir, I am quite surprised, but cynically
so, that this House, today, is unanimous in calling for a
ceasefire, a cessation of hostilities and is also unanimous
in insisting on a negotiated solution for the Israel-
Palestine conflict. But, Sir, 15 years ago, when what is
happening in Gaza happened in this country, in the North
and the East, other than the Tamil parties seated in this
House, what Israel is doing today is what all the other
Hon. Members did to the Tamils. When there were over
400,000 war-affected civilians and food and medicine
was sent only to 70,000, what could the intention be? You
declared safe zones and then went on to bomb those
zones; you bombed hospitals deliberately. Those same
people, 15 years later when they see a conflict happening,
recognize the mistakes and the gravity of what is
happening faraway and call for a ceasefire, then, that
certainly surprises me. But let, at least, the Palestinian
people be saved from what is clearly the orchestration of
genocide and in that sense, Sir, we would like to sign up.

Sir, the Hon. Member who moved this Adjournment
Motion surprises me the most, but what is not surprising
is, if you look at that Adjournment Motion, a big part, 90
per cent, of it is self-interest. It is self-interest that is
making you call for a cessation of hostilities because of
the conditions and the economic conditions that could be
caused to this country, not so much because of the
mayhem, the loss of lives and the carnage that is
happening in Israel and in Gaza. It is accordingly, Sir, we
would like to record that the Tamil people, no matter
which party they belong to, are consistant that they are
not against the State of Israel, quite the contrary; we
believe that the Jewish nation requires a State, they must
be secure, they must be peaceful and that they have the
right to exist. That must be respected as much as we
believe that the Sinhala nation in this country must be
saved, must prosper and must be at peace, but, Sir, not at
the expense of others. You cannot prosper by trampling
the rights of others and by doing that, you will never find
solutions. So, unless the Hon. Members of this House, at
least, look at what is happening in the Middle East, learn
lessons from that and apply those same principles here,
even in the Middle East, there might be peace, but Sri
Lanka, for sure, will never have that.

Thank you, Sir.
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Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are having a
momentous Debate on the developing situation in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. We are witnessing a
relentless onslaught unleashed by the State of Israel on
the Palestinian people under the pretext of self-defense
with sustained force, including the attack on a hospital in
Gaza, committing untold misery, blatant war crimes and
already killing thousands of people.

The trapped 2.1 million people in Gaza have endured
relentless bombardment by the Israeli forces and this
unrelenting bombings and massacre of innocent
Palestinians are raging on. Children just born are also
bombed out. Women and old people are killed while
being benumbed by the horror of falling white
phosphorus bombs. Residential buildings are deliberately
flattened; mosques, churches, schools and hospitals are
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reduced to rubble and electricity and water supplies have
been cut off. The people of Gaza are living and dying in
the dark while an indifferent world is content to watch all
that in silence.

With the active encouragement of the United States
and the studied indifference of western governments
neutered by self-interest, Israel is violating all
international norms. The horrendous violations of human
rights and humanitarian law, war crimes perpetrated by
the Israeli Government and the unconscionably abusive
Israeli practices against the Palestinian people are
continuing with increasing intensity in Gaza, shocking the
conscience of the world each passing day. Sadly, some of
the western States never cease to encourage the current
Israeli Government to go in a direction that only heralds a
“slow-motion” genocide. It is apparently intended to
empty the Gaza Strip of Palestinian people and to make
room for Israeli annexation of Palestinian territories in the
near future.

Even as some of the western States and others stand
with the most ruthless and repressive occupier in the
Middle East, it is abundantly evident, nevertheless, that
the ongoing massive public protests in those countries
clearly expose the unpalatable reality of deepening
divides between the people and their governments on the
issue of support for the racist policies of the current
Israeli Government.

It is a conundrum in a world that is becoming
increasingly polarized over geostrategic contestations that
admittedly shift the centre of global power to Asia. The
western States which support the current Israeli
Government should help that shift even faster at the risk
of domestic instability and loss of international
credibility. Already, the economic costs of their support
for ongoing Israeli military actions in Gaza are visible
with an energy crisis looming large on the horizon. I refer
to Chinese diplomacy in the Middle East in the recent
past. They made a historic attempt to bring the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and Iran together and have persuaded
them to open diplomatic relations. That is a big milestone
in Middle Eastern history. That is why I say that the shift
of the centre of global power towards Asia, its good
intentions and the shifting of the global power equation
may change in the coming days.

Why did the Hamas do this horrendous act on the 07"
of October, 2023? We acknowledge that quite apart from
the ultra-rightist extremists, Israel is also home to many
right-thinking, decent people and an unbelievable number
of intellectually forthright writers, politicians and
activists. They too ask the same question. These learned
Jews, too, agree that the two million people who have
been living for more than 20 years in the world’s largest
open-air prison, suffering daily humiliation and
harassment could be a compelling reason for this sudden
eruption.

Just a few days ago, Benjamin Netanyahu, the current
Israeli Prime Minister, was a cocky maverick who was
attempting to undermine Israel’s vibrant democracy with
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legislation to emasculate its Supreme Court. Today, he is
a wounded warrior. With its incredulous audacity and
equally stupefying barbarity, the Hamas has stunned
Israel and the world, doing immeasurable damage to
Israel’s repute as an impregnable State with its
unbeatable intelligence system. We must not gloat on it
because no matter what, the Hamas's act has caused
immeasurable misery to the Palestinian people. We
concede that.

It is time for the world to take note of the tragedy of
the people of Palestine. The world can no longer be
indifferent. Arab nations cannot ignore the plight of the
homeless Palestine people in their own historical
homeland.

I would like, Hon. Presiding Member, to recall a
meeting 1 had with the the late Yasser Arafat when he
visited Sri Lanka. It was during the time of the former
President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga's
Government that the late Yasser Arafat, leader of the
PLO, came to Sri Lanka.
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Sir. I will take the Hon. Ali Zahir Moulana's time
also. Then, it will be 15 minutes.

So, when I asked Mr. Yasser Arafat, “What is your
advice to us” - at that time, we were also raging a civil
war in our country - he responded saying, “Young man,
you have to be brave to fight a war. But yet, you have to
be even more courageous to pursue peace”. This is what
the late Yasser Arafat told me when I asked him what his
advice for us was since we were also having a war with
terror unleashed by a belligerent group in our country.

Without Israeli terror, the terror of Hamas cannot
exist. If the world community of nations wish to make
Hamas irrelevant, it must convince the spoilt and
pampered Government of Benjamin Netanyahu to make
the Palestine Liberation Organization, which signed the
Oslo Accord, relevant. Is it happening? No.

Look at yesterday’s, of 19th of October, "The Times
of Israel". It has published an op-ed article that offers a
huge dose of common sense, which incidentally has some
remarkable lessons for us Sri Lankans as well. I would
like to quote it at length. The title of the article is "For
years, Netanyahu propped up Hamas. Now it's blown up
in our faces". The article states, I quote:

"For years, the various governments led by Benjamin
Netanyahu took an approach that divided power between the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank - bringing Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas to his knees while making moves that propped up
the Hamas terror group."
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That is the type of intelligence operation that Israelis
are engaging in.

I have some other matters concerning our own
country. Today, in the "Daily News", there is an article
titled "The Latest Gaza War: Israeli-Palestinian Conflict",
a very neutral kind of headline, but the article is not very
neutral. The article is by no less a person known as
Professor Rohan Gunaratna. I have questioned the
credentials of his as a professor, that is a different matter;
I have had a long argument with him in one of our
Committee Rooms. His bias is quite apparent in the
article. But, of course, I must say that there are certain
matters he refers to, certain factual situations in the
Middle Eastern theatre. But, he is not neutral in the way
he is describing the issue because he is looking at the it
through his lens. He had his special lens put on when
Zahran blasted himself here; he came to offer us advice as
to how to tackle Zahran.

I remember very clearly that when I met the Cardinal,
the Leader of the Catholics in this country, along with the
Hon. Kabir Hashim and the Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie, he very
clearly told us, "Why are you all being worried and sorry
about this situation? I know that the Muslims in this
country are not responsible for it". We must, of course,
thank the Cardinal for his initial action in preventing a
backlash against the Muslims in this country by his astute
stand. He told us one more thing. The witnesses, the Hon.
A.HM. Fowzie and my Colleague the Hon. Kabir
Hashim, are here. I think the Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen was
also there. The Cardinal said, "I have a suspicion that this
is the work of a State in the Middle East. The Israelis are
behind this." That was only a suspicion at the very outset.
Mr. Rohan Gunaratna, in his article is talking about the
Mossad and their operations, their intelligence expertise
and its wide network.

I have here the "Final Report of the Commission of
Inquiry to Investigate and Inquire into and Report or Take
Necessary Action on the Bomb Attacks on 21% April
2019", which Commission was headed by His Lordship
Justice Janak De Silva. In page 106, the Report states, I
quote:

"It appears that Zaharan was vigilant of people who may
pretend to be IS supporters but are in fact intelligence operatives.

On the 10th of October 2018, Zaharan issued a letter on his

Facebook account claiming that a person called Pakkam Bin Abu
who maintains a facebook account by that name..."

Pakkam Bin Abu talks about Zahran being an
intelligence operative of a foreign State and then gives
information about them to these intelligence agencies.
The Report further states, I quote:

“In response Pakkam Bin Abu on the 11th of October 2018
claimed that Zaharan was an agent of Israel intelligence and that
although he tries to project himself as a hero by attracting youth
towards the IS ideology, he is in fact equal to a lady”.

This reference is to Israel intelligence. Zahran is a
paid agent of Israel intelligence. This is the Report of the
Presidential Commission, to which the incident of Easter

Bombings had been referred to. This is the very thing the
Cardinal told us when we met him for the first time; his
suspicion was also such.

Otherwise, what did we, the Muslims, have against
the Christians in this country? Why should the Muslims
get pitted against the Christians with bomb attacks on
their holiest of churches in different places and on tourist
hotels? And, why were certain hotels were attacked and
certain hotels were not on Easter Sunday, on the most
holiest of days? So, this is something that we must
understand, that the Israelis, wherever they go, have, for
their survival, long-term plans. So, this is what had
happened even in our country.

There was a question that I asked even when we had
debates on the Easter Sunday attacks. In this country,
LTTE terror was there and of course, there was the JVP
terror. Both the Tamils and the Sinhalese have resorted to
terror to assert their political objectives. But, what was
the political objective for the Muslims? None! To date,
the JVP celebrates Rohana Wijeweera, their leader, as a
hero at the “II Maha Viru Samaruwa”. Then,
Prabhakaran’s death has not silenced the extremists on
the Tamil side. He is still remembered; every year, his
birthday is being celebrated by the Tamils. But, have the
Muslims ever lit a candle, leave alone a candle, did we
ever pray even "Janazah" prayers for that dastardly
terrorist Zahran? No! That is the difference that we failed
to understand. Prophets of doom like Prof. Gunaratna can
give all kinds of different arguments to prop up the idea
of ISIS intruding into Sri Lanka, but all that is bunkum!
All that was done to divide the Muslims and the Catholics
and succeed in a political project to bring their friends to
power. Today, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera was
talking about the immense help that the Israelis had given
to our armed forces, training them. I still remember what
happened in the mid-eighties. There was talk about the
Israelis training, on the one side, the Tamil militants and
on the other, the Sri Lankan armed forces, that they were
simultaneously training both sides. That, the Cardinal
himself reminded us when we met him. So, that is what
the Israelis had been doing.

The Land of Palestine is sacred to three revered
religions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. They have the
holiest of shrines. All of us have our divisions, our
worries about Jerusalem and its future. See the atrocious
attempt made by the Israeli Government and the
disproportionate power between one of the world’s best
equipped armies and a ragtag terrorist organization. Of
course, terror on all sides must be condemned. We are not
upholding or celebrating what the Hamas did. But then,
all the oppressed people all over the world are
emboldened by what had happened to the most well-
equipped, powerful Israeli defence forces on that critical
day.

We condemn the barbarism of it; we condemn those
attacks on the innocent Israelis. There are right-thinking
Israelis are now holding rallies in US cities against the
Israeli attacks. The shameful US President visited Tel
Aviv and endorsed what Israel is doing and he was
followed by the British Prime Minister. These are the
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people who are now saying, “Well, we will allow
Egyptians to open up their borders for humanitarian
assistance to flow in”. But, what has happened? Up to
now, people in Gaza have been dying in thousands and
those countries are looking away. So, in this situation, it is
important for Sri Lanka to realize that though we may be
far from that theatre of war, even our country had been
messed up by these devious designs of a Zionist Regime.

Sir, in this context, any reasonable person is beckoned
to ask the following questions in relation to the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict: when Israelis destroy a part of the
population under occupation while invoking the principle
of proportionality, however remote the application of that
principle is from the real harm sustained by them, does it
not amount to genocide? Who told Israelis that the
excesses they commit beyond the ambit of the principles
of proportionality, necessity and distinction could still be
justified, saying it is collateral damage suffered by the
victims? When a group of people under occupation resists
the continuing tyranny of occupation as well as the Israeli
practices which deny them their right to life, land, liberty
and freedom and respond to continuing provocations, is
what that group engages in only terrorism? Who told
Israelis that the UN Security Council would never be
allowed to adopt a Resolution calling for a ceasefire or a
humanitarian corridor in the Gaza to rush humanitarian
assistance to the affected population because such a
decision would only strengthen or reward terrorism? We
also weep for the Israeli people who suffered the carnage
of the 07" of October, 2023.

Sir, 1 conclude by echoing the words of the
organization "Jewish Voice for Peace": "The loss of
Israeli lives should not be used to perpetrate a new
genocide or to seek moral cover for the immoral demand
for innocent Palestinian lives and their land".

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member.
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(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie)

Hon. Presiding Member, 1 thank you for the
opportunity given to speak on the ongoing war between
Israel and Palestine. First of all, I wish to condemn the
killings of civilians, irrespective of whoever who
committed them. Human life is too precious and should
not be expended for whatever cause.

The root cause of the current conflict can be traced
back to the creation of Israel in the Palestine homeland in
1948 and the consequent dispossession of the homes of
those who lived in Palestine. Much blood has been spilt
as a result of the several battles and wars that have taken
place since the creation of Israel. Much of it has been
caused by the insatiable thirst of Israel to expand their
boundaries and deprive the Palestinians of what little they
have been left with.

The attack that was launched by the Hamas from
Gaza on the 07™ of this month was probably in
desperation and in retaliation for the atrocities that are
being committed daily on the Palestinian people by the
Israeli authorities. The nature of the response by the
Israeli authorities to the attacks by the Hamas is an
indication of how the Israeli Government treats the
Palestinians in Gaza. Even before the eruption of fighting
in the last two weeks, the people of Gaza were living in
crowded conditions with limited access to food, water,
fuel and medical facilities. The recklessness with which
Israel launched the attacks in Gaza without any regard for
the safety of the civilians only made their lives worse.
The attack on the Al-Ahli Hospital, resulting in the death
of nearly 500 people is one of the most inhuman acts that
one can think of. I wish to echo the call of the United
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Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres for an
immediate  humanitarian ceasefire in the war.
Simultaneously, a humanitarian corridor must be created
so that essential supplies can reach the suffering people in
the Gaza Strip. | must thank the Egyptian Government for
allowing the opening up of the Rafah Crossing, which
will enable supplies to be sent to Gaza. However, all these
can only provide short-term relief for the people of
Palestine. The international community must put pressure
on Israel to act responsibily and to give up the path of
belligerence and work towards peace in the Middle East.

I also wish to draw the attention of the House to
another aspect of Israeli aggression inflicted on the
Palestinian people. According to media reports, while the
world’s attention has been fixed on Israel’s brutal
bombardment of the Gaza Strip, for the past two weeks,
the killing of at least 76 Palestinians by Israeli forces has
barely made it to the headlines. In the Occupied West
Bank, where the Israeli forces have killed an average of
one Palestinian a day over the past two years, the number
has increased drastically since the events in Gaza
unfolded. So, at least, 76 Palestinians have been killed,
including eight by armed settlers across the West Bank
and Jerusalem when the latest escalation of attacks
between Israel and Palestine began. Israeli army raids into
Palestinian cities and villages have also sharply increased
along with confrontations and protests against the
bombing of Gaza.

It is disappointing to note that the United States and
other western countries are encouraging Israel, when they
should be using their influence to make the Israelis come
to the negotiating table and make peace on the basis of a
two-State solution. I also wish to urge the Arab and
Muslim countries to rally round the Palestinians in their
time of need. They should also lobby the rest of the right-
thinking world to work towards ensuring justice for the
long-suffering people of Palestine.

It is with great pain of heart that I speak of the tragedy
that is worsening by every minute in the Gaza Strip. As
this House take up this Adjournment Motion today, we
learn that 1,500 Palestinian children had been killed in
Israeli air attack since October 7th. How many children
should die in this conflict before the world powers say
enough is enough, that it is time for a ceasefire in the
name of humanity? It is sad to hear that in Gaza, people
are suffering without water, food, fuel and electricity.
Hospitals are bombed in violation of the Geneva
Convention. International humanitarian laws are observed
in the breach. The civilian suffering is unprecedented
while the conflict has the potential to spread across the
region, in the event of which world oil prices could rise to
over Rs. 1,000 a litre, a situation which countries like Sri
Lanka will find hard to face.

This is why we, as a nation, must do whatever we
could to bring an end to this conflict and end the suffering
of the battered Palestinian people who are living under
occupation, going through immense hardships and are
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subjected to apartheid and humiliation. We, as a nation,
should appeal to the United Nations to bring an
immediate end to the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza
Strip through an immediate ceasefire that will allow
humanitarian aid to reach the besieged people.

We, as a nation, has been promoting the Palestinian
freedom struggle and I urge the Government not to
deviate from that policy. We cannot take the side of the
oppressor. Justice must be upheld.

We urge the Government not to fall prey to the Israeli
lobby and abandon the Palestinian people crying for
justice. Supporting a two-State solution has been our
stance; let us stand by it. We urge the Government not to
abandon the Palestinian cause. If we love our freedom,
we should also love the freedom of our Palestinian
brethren. As South Africa’s great statesman Nelson
Mandela rightly said, South Africa’s freedom is
incomplete without the freedom for Palestinians. We
cannot and should not abandon the Palestinian cause by
pointing to the policy shift of other non-aligned countries
which have embraced the West and some west Asian
nations which have signed the so-called Abraham
Accords.

Sir, let us come together to end Israel’s colonization
of Palestine. Let us all, in one voice, condemn Israel’s
expansionist policy, its illegal settlement-building
activities in Occupied Territories, its oppression of the
Palestinian people, its apartheid policies and continuous
violation of international law. Let us reaffirm our support
for the Palestinians’ right to live within the secure
borders as citizens of a free nation.

Thank you, Sir.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I think this message should
go out to the United Nations, the NATO and the

international community. We cannot drag this war
forever. Really, cruel incidents have been seen
throughout this Israel-Palestine war. We cannot justify
the actions of one party; both parties have committed
genocide. We know that a war is not a happy thing; a war
is a tragedy. Even though we won the war in Sri Lanka,
we know it was a tragedy where our own people died. At
the this juncture, some countries in the world such as
Israel and Palestine and Ukraine and Russia are involved
in wars. As a country, as the Sri Lankan nation, if we take
had taken a side in those conflicts, I think that would not
be a correct decision. We can send out the message that
war is dangerous. We can send out the message “Please
take steps to stop this. Do not choose a side in this” to the
entire world. That is what we can do. We can urge the
powerful nations such as the US, the UK, France and
especially Iran - they have the capacity to engage in war -
not to engage in this war or take a side in this conflict. If
not, this whole thing will come to the level of a Third
World War. If this escalates to that extent, Sir, we will
not have a world to live in or to see a fourth world war.
Emphasizing that message, I conclude my speech.

Thank you.
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Question put, and agreed to.

20880827290 30 ¢ ¢. wa. 4.500, 2023 ©208;095
07 &2 geow ;¢ &. wa. 9.30 O enm »F oddes.

ety 1. 1. 4.50 wenflses umprepwssipwn, 2023 o 07,
Glrsisumiuigalpsnw @p. 1. 9.30 wenflsausnr & 5lemeusssi 1 g).

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.50 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 07th November, 2023.

yEHORO Bdm 88ndt
eI & % E1hd & 6T(LPSHSHICLPSV allew L 6T
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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2016-2020 suswywimest pesresf it Bedr 2 HLIGH):
S|BITTSLT LOT6UL_L_LD

FRESH WATER FISH HARVEST FROM 2016-2020:
ANURADHAPURA DISTRICT

2399/2023
1. o6 s 5@zt wmn
(oressTyfl@ @)agrds ramaLwTesr)
(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)
3OS a@omn@ens’ g1 yadmae - (1):

(@) (1) o&s 2016 &0 2020 D0 gEGIDYO
edFFmed ODDEI/ERHDEO G w3x ¢
888w ©fess 08T wesd e EDaBsY
G 0¥ 3¢ OFes qEdTe O O
D8zw D 00T e05Y DRewWsY eSO EDE;

(i) ©® OPORI/BEEINOEO G w8 ¢ Ofexs
10827 80925000 t0edFed R ©BIN B¢
OFes oY ©@ITTVewsy @ BOmO
syOsiese;
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(ii)

o OO D 888w Onfwn wE@Tme
g8 BBO wews o @B BHwr@b®
»oede;

@53 IR OO e300 IO eBIC?
(a0) oznde5®, d @sie?

SLDOPTPL YemwdFenrd Cal L allerr:

(=) @)

(ii)

(i)

20160 e pHsv 20209410 TR SUEHT
OBITTSLT wreul’ L gglev surailsEnds @/
Bi5CsahamisEnsE al@allssliu’ L BHeires T
66T GephHseflest  sTewTenildEens  LMHMID
Sjupmlsitepeld  CQuUpLiLL L 15T  mieusnL_
6uGleuT(H uHL yiglienL_ufls) SHeflGHefGu
WrGHesTLIEN HULD;

GuomLig UTallEEhS &/15 T CH b5 bIsEMHS5E
all@afldasiiu’ L 1T  @Gehasellsr eTevsremntlds
wasuLer  splitllensullsy  Gumpli’ L et
ImisuswL CeTLiLilev  FlmliglwenL Hsspmym
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

APl surellEenerd Friphss T Hevre T LBssTLNIgd
&5 T ewsy CbLBSSHIUSDHBTS 6T(HEHSBLI
UL (D6ITOT [BL_6)1q HenSBHET UITEHE 6TETLIENSU|LD;

Ui @)dFFemLid@ Smlalliiumyr?

(=) @sirGmed, eysir?

asked the Minister of Fisheries:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

the number of fresh water fingerlings
released to the tanks/reservoirs in
Anuradhapura District from 2016 to 2020
and the fish harvest obtained through that,
separately with respect to each year;

whether he is satisfied about the fish harvest
obtained in comparison to the fingerlings
released to those tanks/reservoirs; and

the measures taken to promote fresh water
fishing industry in small tanks?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@G IR edDimsI @wmo (B80S ¢@imsn®0)
(rewryfl@ Ldeme CheuTasthsT - &L HEDTL6 HenLoFFiT)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda - Minister of Fisheries)

@ O

®nfess
[ale121%) Onfesrs 110853 mzIust BB gedO15¥5
(e®g= @)
[OF5 1558 8388w pedessy
#8dcsy ey BOwsy
8308500 3082500
(B8Bu»m) (BBum)
2016 5.73 2.60 12,900
2017 7.77 4.92 15,760
2018 9.77 3.28 12,940
2019 6.84 15.08 17,840
2020 8.43 31.09 21,850
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B0C g@se0w @O BOAD SBm
300 83®eOCH® BE Bwisdd BIO.

o Ows yBCCT wv 888w gudesy ey
RBOwsT BEIRDE mzsIens RB3O.

* gmDwd O3S WOYD ¢d® BHIO wewo &
Gz HHBm  SE8D Dvo 3080
288w ©85Y D088 8¢ BI©.

o 388w 80C @®@ersIny R 2.

o 382 30C esod e e BBe® wo
e DRV O De.

0 HEI® DEOZIWMOTW DO BBO.
e 388w 800 w8®mws’ wewr Iuen

DO eI 2O.

o e Cotss W Cas EBNOBY FIWDB)
B®® Ontd  ©:D8Qm  ORedwsy
Bt @m BHISE.

* cnd¥m ewHd ©lned®sInd
EdR0 B Bcn nE ¢ OFens
5008 mies BAle® »m»Ogn o
208 WOED 8¢ WS @rD.

(@) acog @0ed.

(< ()

LfsoT
QU(HL_LD 66T @ EhaFS6T emeuliLil_ev mISUEDL
(Qw.Qgr.)
ity BetTeuf i () mmev
&EhIFseflesr @LoLilseflsor
6T6ROT6W1 56w 6T6ROT6W1 560
(Bl6veSlwissr) (LB6veduiest )
2016 5.73 2.60 12,990
2017 7.77 4.92 15,760
2018 9.77 3.28 12,940
2019 6.84 15.08 17,840
2020 8.43 31.09 21,850
(i)  HwlP sremwTiiL_ (DeiTeng).

(i)

Srmdw  Beren  ewwliysener o rioLilsg),
SLHEMTlL jemiodflsires 1peirer Cpdlw LlsvTeu
FIOCLoeTeTSBl6L LigleGlFiiigev.

® IfeT GHepHBeT WHMID BeTlT (F)MTed

@Lisemer suraiseflsy aflHallssev.

BL UG
MEBDIWS GHWOLUUSHE Bevniens Cuflw
Bireurflesr 2 uilflewrg QFiens yLilalmhss
9| B TT 6 LIELPEVLD
GunhGsmsiramsy.

o s olGrrgwrer  Beriily

FHHWleueneTLiL|sener
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(@)

2023 enmdal 20 1348

bedTevt T el D LIS EUTTBIS6EW 61T
QUL &HS6V.

peitest i LBevreu  ESBERSE — allflliesTi
L0 womid  wullhF  Ceusmevg gl
L B1generd GFwmnLBhdseL.

BBlensV (LpHTewOSHINISNSF FTeHLOSBH6D.
peiresti  besriiligds  ewsS0S TS GHS
STUUDISS FL S5 AV PSLILESS6D.
MW SIF LPMID  TF FTTUHD
plpisusTiisEhL a1 Gevenbg Sjilell sl
Gouemavs Bl L_Bisemerd QFwHLBESSH6D.
alloaugmw  Coeweous  SlenewrdoHearsgL e
Bemewthgl BTGBl  CoTeTmd B
Casamimaflsy BT GHepaasmear all(hallssev.
allGallds @b bL_6UIG &6 LoHMILD
EMNIGEE] BL_6)1q SHENSHEHEN 61T Guom

Gl& Teitemms.
TMHL{6DL_WSHETM).
(i)
- Fish
Year Depositing fish fry harvest (Mt)
Number of The number of
fish freshwater
fingerlings prawn post-
(million) larvae (millions)
2016 5.73 2.60 12,990
2017 7.77 4.92 15,760
2018 9.77 3.28 12,940
2019 6.84 15.08 17,840
2020 8.43 31.09 21,850
(i)  Satisfied.

(iif)

Small reservoirs are divided into two groups
as perennial reservoirs and seasonal
reservoirs on the basis of water dependence.
Accordingly, in relation to small perennial
reservoirs,

establishing and registering rural
freshwater fishery organizations in the
National Fisheries Federation under
the Ministry of Fisheries;

post-larvae deposition of fish fingers
and freshwater prawns in reservoirs;

conducting raids by Sri Lanka
National Aquaculture Development
Authority to reduce illegal fishing
activities;

providing freshwater fishing gear;

conducting awareness and training
programmess for freshwater fishing
communities;

. streamlining reservoir management;

. introducing an insurance scheme for
freshwater fishermen;

. implementation of development
programmes together with other
government and non-governmental
organizations; and

. in collaboration with the Department
of Agriculture-Services, fish fry
placement and development activities
have been carried out in seasonal
reservoirs as well.

(b)  Not applicable.

95305 809®wE ww @A & g8 9tdm
8090uvE dRuY: amcdys T
srAlGILIT(HsiT Blriiy BlewsvwiBiger wHmiLd
aupmiIsLliLl Berer sTAGLITHeT Blrliy Bleweow
WS IS TBISH6T: QBITTSLT LOT6UL L LD

FILLING STATIONS AND FILLING STATION LICENCES
GRANTED: ANURADHAPURA DISTRICT

2401/2023

. ©0; 9 6@y Bwmo

(wrewryfl@ @)agrd rameLwTesr)
(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)
BeBAC ¥ ICADB e@imsn@iensy e ydma - (1):
(a) () emcys egmed ¢ estsy 8680w
830002500 @B g,
(i) ©® Bogd®»FoE E8mwst mbede;
(i) ©® Boh®uE emBsy oo DB enE BBon
oD 95Idws’ RBE @I w6y
BogOwE weadd 00x 0dx Dnewsy
»oed;
@B O @O w®dD (BIOsTesie?
(a0) (i) ©&w 2015 8O ©® Dy g5100YS BB
we G & @B evtdm BOgOWE dEuy
830002500 @B g,
(i) ©® Qcsy P osion ¢ O O
glocwed »H® wy ES8mwe 057 edny
Drews’ mOed;
(i) °® Icvy C 20 Eown IBS end
BBoD 6600 cBw@e OBIBN B¢ Gagas®
@I,
(iv) ouwm Acsy G 2o® 8 Euom B onE
BBom 86300 wEm ICH B¢ BEemowsm
»Dede;
B S0 008 659000 ¢5IOsTe5¥e?

(@) o0 deEmn®,d &nie?

l6iTF&S) LHMID uVIFSHS) HewdFenrd Cal_ L ailsrm:

(o) () omrresyr wreul L sglaerer  srGLITHeT
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(ii)

(i)

Guhug  mlriy  plewevwmiseflsst  (pseuilser

WTe» U6 WSTTLIEN SU|LD;

@)svbien %
LoHMILD

@) bglwest sTaisTOlawTIIg: SLDLIeHT] ysliteuDmid @Hd

Q&FThHgLomeT Blrciy Blemevwisbigeflesr

TessTaNs 1d6m CleusGoumTa WITO H6ITLIEN S U|LD;

GupLg  Plriy  BlewevwBisEner
QuMHBmredilwds o L_(D$ S TLISSTLD

Ui @)dFFemLid@ Mlalliiumyr?

(=) ()

@)

(i)

20150 et OsTLEHD  @)gleuenT
QBITTSYT wreul L $5D@ eupnbisliul (herer
erfl@umrmsT  Blriiy Bleweows  eIoBlL
usglrmisafler  sranTenilhbans  sTHBHeMeOTENWIGHT
LIS S U|LD;

GupLy  Gswglliugglrsissnerts  GLHMIS
QareT psuGleurm BLMesrgd G wHmID
psaulfl GeusuGeunTs WTGlHeTLIMSW|LD;

GupLiy WIS ILSSITHISGEHET  6ULPBISILIGEST
eLpVLD @)svmisn gL QuHBmmredlwds
Fn L (HSSTLIGTID FFL_IqUl QU(HLOTEITLD 6TEUEETE)
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

Cuhenlss  ILSILUSSTHRIGDET UL
Gmauiley, @evmienstt QUDCMTeilwg ani’ (hd
STUSTLD  HHSSHOSTERTL.  jemeyCasrevsssir
WITEM6) 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

St @)FFewudE plelliiumyr?

(@) @)srCmev, ssir?

asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House -

O]

(i)
(ii)

the number of filling stations situated in
Anuradhapura District;

the addresses of the said filling stations; and

the number of filling stations owned by the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation and the
Indian Oil Company separately, out of the
said filling stations?

Will he also inform this House -

(D

(if)

(iif)

the number of filling station licences granted
for Anuradhapura District since 2015;

the name and address separately of each
person by whom such licences were
obtained;

the income earned by the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation by issuing the said licences;
and

(iv) the criteria considered by the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation in issuing the above
licences?

If not, why?

@G 0 Bededms dwm (B¢BAC 6 S
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[0 202 Bedewdms Swm] No. | Name of the Address of the Licence
licensee licensee Fee (Rs.)
SDIFOUSITD SHPEIGAUSDS 0l | Mr.N.U. No.50, 2,500.00
.‘59@'—'575”9” a1 eilbuspear  jerey Dissanayake | Korasagolla,
ugleurdlusirarg;. Kekirawa
V- @iy Gsasgled pevL (LI 02 | Mr. CKK. | No.145/D, 2,500.00
L'@g’?"““@w | gwerw e LaL- Seneviratne | Kekirawa Road,
Lewwotiy  wppid  oilallns - S5 Galenbidunuwewa
S bisst  upplwu  GnlGen SHasiT
whmis  eHEaEHu  sTAGLTEET 03 Mr. W.G. Nathasha Centre, 2,500.00
alhLsoeruilsd sy @sa L i Nandalal Trincomalee }_{f)ad,
seerd  QEwhLRSsLGEUTE i Kahatagasdigiliya
HITTSSHULL-S- 04 Mr. HM. Jayasankha, Upper | 2,500.00
(@) QurmpsswHDS. Sunil Obdayagama,
Jayaratne Kalankuttiya
(@ () Number of filling stations - 53 05 | Mr. AW.M. | Courts Junction, | 2,500.00
(i) The list with the addresses of the said filling Rohan Aluthwatta,
stations is attached as the Annex*. Bandara Dambulla
(iii)  The number of filling stations owned by the 06 Mr. KKD Trincomalee Road. 1 11.300.00
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation - 41 Seneviratne | Mihintale T
The number of filling stations 07 | Mr.7. No. 851/A, Second | 10,800.00
owned by Lanka Indian Oil Thellambura | Stage,
Company -07 Bulankulama Disa
The number of filling stations Mawatha,
owned by Sinopec Energy Lanka Anuradhapura.
(Pvt.) Ltd. - 05 Total Licence Fee 34,800.00
Total 53
(b) (1) The number of filling station licences - 07
(i) The name and addresses of each person by ) o ) ) .
whom such licences were obtained; (iv) The criteria .cqn51dered in .general. in
granting permission for new filling stations
No. Name of the Address of the licensee are given below.
licensee L Inf . b h b £
01 Mr. N.U. Dis- No.50, Korasagolla, - O.rmat%on about  the number o
sanayake Kekirawa vehicles in the area.
02 | Mr. CKK. No.145/D, Kekirawa Road, 2. Information about the population
Seneviratne Galenbidunuwewa density of the area being considered.
03 Mr. W.G. Nathasha Centre, 3. Details of the distance of filling stations
Nandalal Trincomalee Road, located on either side of the proposed
Kahatagasdigiliya location.
04 IJ\/Ir. Hﬂl\l/[ - Sunil Joaggsankha, Uprelr i 4. Sales data of filling stations located on
ayaraine ayagama, Balankutiiya either side of the proposed location.
05 Mr. AWM. Courts Junction, 5. Details of develo viti
. pment activities and
Rohan Bandara | Aluthwatta, Dambulla future plans thereof taking place in the
06 Mr. K.K.D Sen- | Trincomalee Road, area.
eviratne Mihintale o .
H T No_ 851/A Second 56 6. Entrepreneurial importance of running a
r.J. 0. , Second Stage, - - - :
Thellambura Bulankulama Disa ﬁﬂ)lngsedstlegté(;lionstrateglcally in  the
Mawatha, Anuradhapura. prop :
7. Details of financial capabilities of the
(iii) The licence fee is the income earned by the applicant.
Corporation by issuing licences. It has been 8. Location of roads, byroads and
charged as follows: expressways in close proximity to the
proposed location and their
interconnectedness and importance.
* getmamced & . . . .-
9. Details of entrepreneurial capability

* praflewevig el sweusbsLILIL. (HeiTens).
* Placed in the Library.

and social background of the applicant.
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In addition to the above criteria, it is wished to be
stated that attention was paid to the following
specific criteria in respect of each application in
granting the above licences.

1. Mr. N.U. Dissanayake, Lanka Filling
Station, Korasagolla.

i.  High volume of vehicle traffic in the
area.

ii. High population density and rapid
growth in other businesses.

iii. Satisfactory volume of sales on the
nearest filling station.

iv. Reporting of other infrastructure
development and development plans in
the area.

v. Strategic importance of the location.

vi. Compared to the limited space
available in the nearest filling stations,
this filling station being more spacious.

2. CKK. Seneviratne, Lanka Filling Station,
Galenbindunuwewa

i. Reports of high vehicle traffic in the
area.

ii. High population density.

iil. Satisfactory sales capacity in filling
stations located close to this filling
station.

iv. Reporting of other infrastructure
development and development plans in
the area.

v. The location being strategically
important to the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation.

vi. The nearest filling station belonging to
the Corporation is 800 metres away
from the location and is situated on a
small plot of land 13.5 perches in
extent and as such, cannot be further
developed and the distance for other
filling stations is at a satisfactory level.

3. Mr. W.G. Nandalal, Lanka Filling Station,

Kahatagasdigiliya
i.  Reports of high vehicle traffic in the
area.

ii. Reporting of other infrastructure
development and development plans in
the area.

iii. The location being strategically
important to the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation.

iv. The location is by the A-12 highway
and fronting it.

VI.

. Mr.

1364

Absence of filling stations nearby.
(The distance to Sippukulama filling
station is 13 kilometres and the
distance to W.G. Nandalal Filling
Station is 22 kilometres.)

Existence of a filling station of a
competitor company in the
Kahatagasdigiliya Town and its failure
to deliver services efficiently at times.

H.M.S. Jayaratne- Lanka Filling

Station, Bulnewa

i

il.

ii.

iv.

V1.

. Mr.

The relevant location is situated in
predominantly agricultural area in
Mahaweli H-Zone centred on the
Bulnewa Town and it is an area of
large-scale paddy cultivations.

Significant level of population density
with settlements associated with the
Mabhaweli Project.

The sales volumes of Galnewa filling
station and Thambuttegama filling
station located 20 kilometres away
being at a satisfactory level.

Reports of the implementation of
infrastructure  development projects
and development activities in nearby
towns as the location is situated in
Mahaweli H-Zone with many habitats.

The location being strategically
important for the operation of a filling
station under the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation.

The location is situated on the left side
of B-501 road fronting the main road
running from Thambuttegama to
Galnewa.

AW.W. Rohana Bandara, Lanka

Filling Station, Pubbogama

1.

il.

ii.

iv.

The location is situated on the right of
Andiyagala-Madatugama B-556 road
fronting the main road and this road
and area is reported to be of high
volume of vehicle traffic.

The number of registered vehicles in
the area and the population density
being high.

The two nearest filling stations to this
filling station at Galnewa and
Kekirawa are situated 27 kilometres
and 15 kilometres away respectively
and their sales volumes are at a
satisfactory level to run a filling station
at this location.

The well-known “Namal Uyana”
forest reserve is situated in this area
and implementation of infrastructure
and other development projects.
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v. The Ilocation being strategically
important for the operation of a filling
station under the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation.

6. Mr. KK.D. Seneviratne, Lanka Filling
Station, Ikirigollewa

i.  The location is situated in the right side
along the Kandy-Jaffna A-9 road and it
was reported that the area experiences a
high traffic volume as vehicles
travelling to Mannar, Vavuniya,
Mullaitivu, Kilinochchi and Jaffna
from various parts of the country are
using this road.

ii. The filling stations at Rabewa,
Mihintale and Medawachchiya which
are the closest to the filling station have
reported a satisfactory sales volumes
for issuing a licence to this location.

iii. Renovations of the section of A-9 road
running across the area, cultivation
activities of farmer habitats associated
with Mahakanadarawa Tank and other

infrastructure development and
development  activities of  the
Moragahakanda Project.

iv. As the location is situated by the A-9
road, the vehicles using the road can
obtain a friendly and efficient service to
the satisfaction of consumers
from a CPC filling station and also the
location being situated at a strategic
place.

7. Mr. J. Thellanbura, Lanka Filling Station,
Sravastipura

i. The location is situated along A-028
Padeniya-Anuradhapura  road  at
Thalawa with a distance of 7
kilometres towards Anuradhapura
fronting the main road on the left side.

ii. High traffic volume being reported as a
large number of vehicles from many
areas of the country use the A-028 road
running opposite the filling station
round the clock to travel to areas such
as Anuradhapura, Mannar, Vavuniya,
Mullaitivu, Kilinochchi and Jaffna.

iii. The location is at Nachchaduwa
Divisional Secretary's Division which
has one of the highest population
densities out of the 22 DS Divisions in
the Anuradhapura District.

iv. The filling stations at Thalawa,
Pothanegama and Anuradhapura which
are the closest to the filling station have
reported a satisfactory sales volume for
issuing a licence to this location.
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v. Reports of other infrastructure and
development projects being
implemented in the area and
accordingly an increase in fuel sales
was expected during the
implementation of these projects.

(c) Notrelevant.
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The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe, Minister of
Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies
has requested for two weeks' time to reply to Question
No. 3 - 2857/2023 - raised by the Hon. U. K. Sumith
Udukumbura appearing in today’s Order Paper.
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asked the

Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(M

the Muthiyangana Rajamaha Viharaya,
Mahiyangana Rajamaha Viharaya and
Kataragama Devalaya are located in the
Uva Province; and

(ii)

1368

many Rajamaha Vihara temples have been
established in Uva Province including
Badulla District in order to create a society
with religious and cultural values?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)
(iif)

(iv)

the number of RajamahaVihara temples in
Badulla District;

their names;

whether the aforesaid Rajamaha Vihara
temples are being conserved in accordance
with the related archaeological acts; and

the steps hitherto taken to preserve the
Rajamaha Viharas of Passara, Bogoda,
Dowa, Muthiyangana and Mahiyangana
and other Rajamaha Viharas?

(c)  Will he also inform this House -

@

(ii)

whether measures have been taken to carry
out the above conservation activities in
accordance with the religious and cultural
environment of the Buddhists while
protecting the historical heritage; and

the measures that will be taken to secure
these historical religious heritages for the
benefit of the future generation?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(i) Given in Annex-01%*,

(i) Cooperation is provided for traditional
methods of the respective temples for the
conservation of temples. The conservation
works are carried out under the instructions
and continuous supervision of the
Department of Archaeology without
contravening archaeological ordinances and
conservation policies. The financial
provision or material is provided by the
relevant temple and the labour contribution
is provided by the Department of
Archaeology.

In addition to this, the Department of
Archaeology identifies the monuments in
need of conservation and intervenes
directly for the respective monuments in
accordance with the allocation provided by
the Central Government and conservation
activities are carried out in accordance with
the  archacological ordinances and

conservation policies.
(iv) Given in Annex-02*
(c) (i) Yes.

(i) These historic religious heritages are being
conserved for the benefit of future
generation by conserving them under the
instructions and continuous supervision of
the Department of Archacology without
contravening archaeological ordinances and
conservation policies.

(d) Notrelevant.
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The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Minister of
Education has requested for two weeks' time to reply
to Question No. 5 - 3678/2023 - raised by the Hon.
(Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya appearing in today’s
Order Paper.
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