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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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ONLINE SAFETY BILL: PETITION TO THE SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

8 G YSIEm @S Smdsed aedtn®
010E0ed 154(6) D1DEGD yEWcd B €I BOSBed
Do8med OB WreRed DVIEOOn Ho® Bed
BB wsly 838 9Be® mBw D6 BOIBTTY
B e Da8m0ed - [V emde ©© 928es mdd.

G YOI CHmR® Bwm (20®3® 808 W

Booes g@ums ©w» el w8dded Py

8308w ®2)

(wreiryflg Ursster rewrgibis - bsr oLUlel®ss whHmib

efLemiliy

PpSHEHTVTFTEYID)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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O BB cBEOsY BB8adc @vwmo
(oressTyfl@ FLLSgTemtl uFagL6sT &liflsTs6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

®3 HOBn®, KIU BesIesy eued®Bm
8dodemwnte, medical college dmase?

O yesIm Sanon Svmo

(omessryifl@ Lressrer remrginis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

KAATSU-Highly Advanced Medical Technology

Training Centre (Pvt.) Limited. = esedoEm gowmmwa.

oG BB, cBEOsY BBayFc Dwmo

(orevryfl@ FLULSgTemil svgagLoeit &liflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

oG ®»Onemn®B, KIU Bexfesd, private medical
college om BwEy @0 ¢ @80 BdDs. O avsim
BB, evedoE® 00des BomE ¢ddy BBO 0® dred
yReFBee BweE.

O yesIm Cennen Svmo

(omessryifl@ Lressrer remrginis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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(omessTfl@ L Sgremtl Vg6 &lMsTeV6)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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oG BB cBEOsT BBaFE ©vmo
(orenrll@ FLLssrent] svgagios #iflsTebsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Beeon oy ¢ Fns e¢siesy.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

00 RN BODy 0, 2490 am®Be e Bedmds
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(omevsrL i@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst sliflsTeLsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
ewed, ened, I am sorry.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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oG BB cBE0sT BBaFE Dwmo

(omevsrLll@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst sliflsTeLsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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O YBsID CenRo® Swmo

(orerllg st remTdnis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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oG BB cBE0sT BBaFE Dwmo

(omevsr i@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst ssliflsTeLsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(oreryflg LyaeiTer renTdmis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

DBDIST @BNOW OO g0y YHEDHWBO CHBHIBE @¢BIB.

oG BB cBE0sY BBaFE Dwmo

(omevsr i@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst ssliflsTeLsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

0 DOnen®A, SAITM &» ©0x ofeny
eOnOsI. 88 I» ®mSen® e eI R Beddm
OCCE »er. I8 wo. [6hds HEO]

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)
(The Hon. Speaker)
Qe D gB¥ IS WOBIBY. [@ids BEO] 05 admSen
HOBROA, I WS WHIBI.

O ¥50B8B BBRe (§00:8w) Beswsgaes Gaxsesafes Owmo
(@80, DBTD5NHIS HOYD I FeBEHO ODFD
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC - Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms)

OO ®NOBNBDRORB, - [@aidsr 5E8]

®OT ®OIBNBDR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Rw Da¢w ¢157 DS WOBD. VW O EOHO B WSE.
[000 BBO] @ 9OC eDTesy 538 Docw. [P BBO]

oG BB cBEOsT BBaEE ©vmo

(oressrfl@ FLLSgTemtl svFagLoesr &liflsTsev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
FIDOReEI® ©® od 085l cvuEe ©Bn®0

B0 000, SAITM O 8057 0¥y - [hids 58@2]

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

9B, ¢15Y A® BT BYBS WSE. [@sids 550]

O BB cBEOsY BB8aZc Dvwmo

(orevrfl@ FLULSgTemil svgagLoeit &lifleTeL6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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O yesIm SR Svmo

(orevrLyfl@ LNyFestest remTgImhids)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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WOBIBY §OEDD @B

o BB VLS BB8aSc @vwmo
(orevrfl@ FLULSFTemt] svgagLoeit &lifleTevev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
®ed 60ED e®m.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

BND, N, 0O RIed eDEID ©20ed&B. RAD®s
DEHI®ICeWsST @DEID OenS.

OO ¥nluB BB (G018w) Bwees Grsesnis Swmo

(oresryflg sarrdugl sl ssreni (seorplgl) almwgren

rrgguamy)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)
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2000 eemTmend. ©® ¢ ecsim®.

@O0 QBNWD O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(oressrfl@ FULSgTemt svFagoesr &liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

OO DOIBNBDHROB, ¢l Ced wedam edlSmwes By
s eved®Bm SEOSNCEOCO 9L Beed vyw:.
19772 @ed 6ed ¢8Smw Boam mEI0 88D ae BBw edmel
ENWDEI 0® OO ewedwlm DHFODNEOE D@D
Bewn. Im Heo 0857 06 dced 8Oy @eady) woorddm
988w WOE oevedoBm BEOBE @d®yw WOTIH
808 yBwen emBensy wwidd gDEGd Ao gBIBN.
& a0 0® O» 8O cwed 2B® gRIBBIRred Bwiesd
W0 Bedmrds, 08ed®Em @O0 244

o0 CBEeE RBINCE OB o gdssm
2©BOCw@ BBwO WOYD WO HTEIZD. O Bwo On® &
DCHE O 09T BB, ®O DOV ROB, & 240
@m0 ged Jed affiliated universities »0x B
302250028 BRI, DodBw DBFODNEOE @ Beamo.
000 amPdR Jo Beadmd. ¢8 hed ydhw o ¢siesy
oy S0 Bedm ot et oy Sed cosIdm
Buwwsy e@imde Bwecs ¢stesy sywr. & w@BTVD ded
RE Bw@m @ end 53w & Ben 08w DoRO Bedm o,
3B {EH®O C 2O wOITVewsT g Y8BWBAST yn
BBw vesiny. & emnd 08 0® ©8Eedsined Bug vfe
Boewdsmw O 888, cwed adsmed JOE adedtn wEm
NEBO wewn § 28Bed®sin Bods mdm 6w o meg.
08 ©uBDiwr S8wWD OO 0® 8Ee®THDO DbmIdat
988u WO Bedmrds. DBODNE yBBes 0mBesy wed
sy GG o Su . DEHOIHWO Hrgessy 0 BDIBB
coed @) emOBsT D BE@rews O eved®E®
@oqs RES, Coe8s Goaw e OO YR woer cewed
2B BYB BOTDeNOD BT DB @Dew® LHBE.
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(omevsr i@ FL_L G remil sugagiosst &slifleTsLsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DOIBNBDROB, ©S; HOBR® Vod B BDD.

O YBBID CwRo® Svmo
(orenTyll@ NrFeTer remTdmis)
(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
GO DAIBNBHDOA,-

OO DAIBNBHD) Do

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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o6 BB cBEOsT BBy EE ©vmo

(orenryfl@ FLLSsrent] svgangiost &liflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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[At this stage, Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma attempted to lift the
Mace.]
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O BrenBBRB5T CrtsyyIBOsT Gres@rhm® Swvmo
(oressTLfl @ FressTdhdlesT FTeLSSTesT @)rTaioment&asin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO QBB
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Rasamanickam?

O BB R BB SotsyTFBCSY Soes@dnH® Wm0
(orevTLL0l@ FTeRTdhaIWesT TTEQLdbS TesT @) T TesstldhdLb)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I have a small concern to raise.

Hon. Minister, the GSMB has given approval to the
Lanka Mineral Sands Limited to excavate minerals from a
site in Kokkilai. The GSMB never showed their
permission. Now, [ think, the Lanka Mineral Sands
Limited has made an investment of about Rs. 7 crores in
that area. When the staff of the Lanka Mineral Sands
Limited asked the GSMB to show their approval, they
never showed it for two years. Then, there was a move to
sell that site in Kokkilai to a private company.

Sir, here, I am just raising an issue relating to some
staff members of the Lanka Mineral Sands Limited. One
gentleman named Lafir and two or three other staff
members questioned the GSMB, asking, “Where is your
approval? You allowed minerals to be excavated from
Kokkilai without approval.” The GSMB is a government
body. Then, they stopped excavations and tried to move
to Pulmoddai. I do not know too much details about the
transaction there. Here, I am just speaking on behalf of
some staff members who worked at the Lanka Mineral
Sands Limited including Mr. Lafir. I am just requesting
you to reinstate them, if possible, because they are
government staff, Hon. Minister.

@0 (e00¢xs) 6edd 8BS Swm

(wrenryfl@ (sweug gl serpl)) réwes Liglresr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Hon. Member, we have formally obtained approval
for the Kokkilai grid and that is under the purview of the
Lanka Mineral Sands Limited. We have no intention of
giving it for a private sector investment. As at now, most
of the grids are under the purview of the Lanka Mineral
Sands Limited, for which we have obtained licences from
the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau as per the
Regulations. So, we are going to do the excavation. We
had completed the exploration, after which we have
received the licence. Now, we are going ahead with the
mining. So, there is no issue with regard to that. If there is
any particular instance of illegal mining or that sort of
activity, about which you have received any information,
let us know. We can mediate that. This is a government
activity carried out by a government organization;
approval has been given to a government entity.

O BrenBRB5T CoxsyIBOsT Gres@rhlmn® Dwnmo
(omessTLyif @ FrenTdhdlwesT FTeLSS et @)rraLoment&asin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Minister, my question is regarding a gentleman
named Lafir, who worked for the Lanka Mineral Sands
Limited. He and a few others had questioned about it.
That happened two years ago.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Okay. Now, we have received formal approval from
the GSMB - the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau -
and we will start mining very soon. We are also going to
have a plant there so that we can double the capacity of
the Lanka Mineral Sands Limited.

O BB BRe5T o5y TBOsT Gres@rmm® Swvmo

(oressTfl@ Fremtdhalwest TTeLSSresT @)rTFLomentdasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Minister, could you look into the issue of those
staff members? One of them is Lafir.

@0 (e00¢xs) 6edd 8BS Bwnmo
(wrewryfl@ (sweugsl sevrpld)) rEuely LiglrenT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Sure.

O BB B5T CresyyTBOsT Gres@rmm® Owvmo
(oressTll@ Fremtdhdlwest rTeLSSresT @)rTaFiomentdasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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OO0 YOBROB, VIO yodry »H® BwFedEs &
gwed dBwd 53O P 80D WOGn HOBIB.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Hon. Member, I think you are referring to a different
matter altogether. There was a strike some time ago and
disciplinary action was taken against some of those
people. I will look in to that and let you know since I
cannot say anything ofthand as at now.

Thank you.

OO BB BB CotsyyFBCBY Gres@a€nH® Owmo
(orer )@ FTERToHSIWET TTRLES T6sT @) TFLOTessildheLD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

O ®DABNIPROB, cod DGed MRS O»S
DR O eOmD. & Bw v100® mmEwe 38s =d
B0 8 0Omn. v 285 2wd® 8g Hew. Im ¢’
38Dcsnes D), @8 Ind Imw dm. Jeds
208Ee®@sIned mOwn wcw v 80 5.30 edmRC WICE®
edxYmd BAyens, vd 00 4.30 e0mem0 ©8Ee®sined
®OGR ¢dwsy .

@G 885 0f®cies Owmo
(wreflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)
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You just agreed.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Niroshan Perera. You
have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva.
You have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Presiding Member, we had discussions with
multiple professionals on the taxes they have to pay. The
discussion was on whether those professionals have to be
unfairly burdened because of all what has been happening
here: lack of revenue, over expenditure, debt and all those
things. While we all recognize that their taxes are the
primary source of revenue for the Government, something
that we have to always keep in mind, Sir, is that the taxes
must be equitable and fair.

It is in that context that we have gone beyond being
critical and are attempting to provide alternate solutions
to the Government, the IMF and to everyone else who are
working together to take this country out of bankruptcy.
We have been waiting for a text message from China,
hoping for news that the President was able to get the
Chinese to agree on a debt restructure acceptable to the
Paris Club and the rest of the creditors. We have not still
received that text message and we hope that he will be
able to find a solution. It does not really matter which side
of the aisle we are in today, but if we all are unable to get
a commitment from the Chinese, the problems are going
to be fairly more complicated than they are at present. We
all can say, “Hand over the Government to us and we will
solve the problems", but it is not that easy. You have to
face the reality. So, I hope that the discussions with China
would be successful.

Having said that, I will come back to the point of
equitability in imposing taxes. Sir, what we have found is

that the Government expected to raise Rs. 100 billion
from the PAYE Tax and Rs. 115 billion from the
Personal Income Tax, which we have to voluntarily
declare. According to the statistics available as at end of
September, what we found is that the Personal Income
Tax collection on voluntarily assessment would be about
Rs. 35 billion to Rs. 40 billion by the end of the year.
That is, the expectation is Rs. 115 billion, but we will end
up with about Rs. 40 billion. With regard to the PAYE
Tax, what we found was the exact opposite; they expect
Rs. 100 billion and they are going to receive at least Rs.
125 billion at the current rate of compliance of 70 per
cent and if everyone complies with the law and the rate of
compliance would be 100 per cent, they will actually go
on to make Rs. 178 billion. Sir, I must make a point here
on compliance. Everybody has to comply. If you are
deducting the PAYE Tax from an employee, then you
have to actually send that money across to the
Department of Inland Revenue. You cannot just deduct
taxes and not send them across to the Department. So,
every public enterprise must be compliant and if they are
collecting the PAYE Tax, then that must be sent to the
Treasury. So, we are expecting 100 per cent compliance
from everyone. What all this means, Sir, is that there has
been an original underestimation of roughly Rs. 25
billion at the rate of 70 per cent compliance or Rs. 80
billion at the rate of 100 per cent compliance. So, even
though one can argue that at the point of making
estimates last year that certain assumptions were made
and therefore, you cannot have a 100 percent accurate
assessment, looking back, we now know that those
assumptions were wrong.

So, we now know that the PAYE Tax structure, which
is going from 6 per cent to 36 per cent in slabs of Rs.
41,667 a month, was actually an overburden on the
working professionals. So, let us not just argue this on a
political stage without having any data; let us argue based
on the data that we currently have.

Now, what we have done is, we have come up with an
alternate proposal and we are submitting that alternate
proposal for your perusal, more than perusal, for a
discussion with us, because we are a responsible
Opposition and we are to take office at the next
democratic change. We have told the IMF also, “Look,
there are certain points that we do not agree on and one
is, the overburdening of taxes on the middle-class, due to
which people are talking about leaving their jobs for
better prospects overseas".

Sir, what I have here with me is an illustration of the
Tax Yield Curve. The red dotted line you see here is the
2019 tax structure. That was when Mr. Gotabhya
Rajapaksa brought it down to 18 per cent maximum with
a three million deduction on top. The orange line you see
here is the current tax structure and the line in green
colour is what we have proposed. What this means is that
you can actually collect that expected Rs. 100 billion by
reducing the marginal tax rates which goes from 0 per
cent to 36 per cent to 0 per cent to 24 per cent. So, what
is proposed by us is that, for the first Rs. 100,000, there
would be no tax. For the second Rs. 50,000, the slab is 6
per cent; for the third Rs. 50,000, it is 10 per cent; for the
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fourth, 14 per cent; for the fifth, 16 per cent; for the sixth,
18 per cent; for the seventh, 20 per cent; for the eighth, 22
per cent, for the ninth, 24 per cent and from the tenth Rs.
50,000 onwards, 24 per cent. What this means is, like I
told you, according to the data that is available, if there is
100 per cent compliance, you can do it. The fundamental
issue is whether the actual number of taxpayers entitled to
pay the PAYE Tax is over 200,000, as given by the IRD,
or like the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne earlier said, it is
over 1 million. That, we can debate later. I am talking
about the numbers that are available to us.

Then, we can go up to Rs. 91 billion including a
temporary surcharge of 15 per cent. It is not an additional
tax of 15 per cent, but an additional 15 per cent on the tax.
Suppose you pay Rs. 100,000 in tax, then, you have to
pay Rs. 15,000 more on that tax. So, the way it is
proposed is, on a tax from Rs. 750,000 to Rs. 1,000,000 a
month, there would be a 10 per cent surcharge; on a tax of
Rs. 1 million to Rs. 1.25 million a month, there would be
a 15 per cent surcharge and only on a tax of over Rs. 1.25
million a month, Sir, it would be a 20 per cent surcharge.
In fact, if we have data relating to the actual taxpayers
who pay Rs. 500,000 a month and above, these estimates
could be further improved and my hunch is that if those
numbers are available, the surcharge would not be Rs. 8
billion, but would be a lot more than that. So, what I am
saying is, it is possible for us, you all, in the Government
and us, in the Opposition, to deal with the real problem
these individuals are facing.

It is very easy to say, “Oh, we will fix it.” It is all
general. There is no time to talk generally because
individuals are looking at their own individual
commitments. When we spoke to the ladies and
gentlemen of the FUTA, some told us that their take-
home pay, after deductions on their loans, was something
like Rs. 3,500! This is a ridiculous state of affairs! Sir, I
will table* the Tax Yield Curve I have here with me
together with our proposal.

Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana is also here. He is a
Member of the Cabinet and I expect you, Hon. Minister,
to take this up in your relevant fora.

Let us take the case of a senior professor who makes
Rs. 400,000 a month. Currently, he or she has to pay Rs.
70,500 in tax. Actually, that comes to 18 per cent. People
say, “We have to pay 36 per cent”, but let us be quite
clear on the current tax structure. The first Rs. 100,000 is
exempted from tax. The next Rs. 41,667 is taxed at 6 per
cent and the rest will be taxed at 12 per cent, 18 per cent
and so on. So, the Tax Yield Curve actually stabilizes
under 35 per cent even at the highest income of Rs. 2.5
million a month. So, what I am trying to say is, if you go
ahead with the new proposal we are making, the tax will
be Rs. 42,000 a month. So, a senior professor's tax burden
will fall from18 per cent to 10.5 per cent and paying tax at

* getmamced & .
* prafllewevigglel) sweusbSLILIL (HeiTens).
* Placed in the Library.

10.5 per cent, Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, I do not think
anybody can actually make a serious allegation of unfair
treatment.

@O o306 OIE @0

(oressTfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your speech is very valuable, but the
time is up.

@G (82028) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oressrfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Hsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I am winding up in 30 seconds, Sir.

Therefore, there are alternatives and the data is also
there. So, in the next Budget, we are proposing that the
PAYE tax structure be adjusted in such a way that the tax
burden, on average, can come down by 29 per cent from
the current tax burden and yet, you all can make the same
income you wanted to make. Since the time is up, I have
to stop now. But, as I said before, we, as a responsible
Opposition, are, at any time, willing to discuss this matter
with you on behalf of the professionals.

Thank you.
O §Roe8500:8) O G @0

(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNGTT Sj6uTdher)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Foreign

Affairs)

Hon. Presiding Member, the Answer to the pertinent
Question raised by the Hon. Member is as follows:

1. Approximately, 8,000 Sri Lankans are in Israel. As
per the reports, as of today, the situation in Israel is

quite  normal. There has been no requests from 4

them for repatriation from Israel. There are 17 Sri
Lankansinthe Gaza Strip and six Sri Lankans
in the West Bank, seeking assistance to be
repatriated. They are in constant touch  with
the Representative Office of Sri Lanka in
Ramallah.

2. The INTERPOL Division of the Israel Police has
confirmed that one Sri Lankan had been killed
during the attack by the Hamas on 07th October,
2023 and one Sri Lankan is still reported missing.
Another Sri Lankan has got injured, but has now
returned to his place of stay.

3. The Secretary to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has appointed a team including two Additional
Secretaries and two Directors General to monitor

the situation or developments in the conflict areas. 5

They are constantly communicating with the
Ambassadors or representatives concerned and
provide instructions as and when required. The
Ambassadors in the region regularly send situation
reports.

The Sri Lankan Missions in Israel, Lebanon and
Palestine have circulated emergency contact
numbers for urgent queries. All the Embassies
concerned monitor the developments very closely
and based on the information available, advise Sri
Lankans residing in their jurisdictions accordingly.

As for Israel, the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign
Employment has allocated funds for any
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unforeseen emergencies. The Embassy has
disseminated information among the Sri Lankan
community in Northern Israel regarding the
possibility of attacks through Lebanese and Syrian
borders.

The Sri Lankan Mission in Ramallah, Palestine
sent letters to the United Nations RWA Office in
Gaza and the Palestine Red Crescent Society,
seeking assistance for the repatriation of 17 Sri
Lankans who are inthe =~ Gaza Strip. The Sri
Lanka Representative met the Head of the
International Red Crescent Society also for  this

purpose.

The Sri Lankan Ambassador in Lebanon met with
the Head of the IOM in Lebanon to discuss a
contingency plan, if the situation worsens in
Lebanon. The Ambassador requested the Head of
the IOM for the following:

a) To identify schools or churches for Sri
Lankan refugees to stay within city limits.

b) To discuss with the Director General of the
Department of Immigration in Lebanon to
provide exit facilities for Sri Lankans who
wish to return in the situation.

¢) To provide basic health facilities, food and
security.

So, that is the contingency plan.

The Sri Lanka Embassy in Egypt is in contact
with the Foreign Ministry of Egypt regarding the
evacuation of 17 Sri Lankans in Gaza through the
Rafah Border, once it is opened. Copies of the
travel documents have already been sent for
necessary approvals.

The Sri Lanka Embassy in Israel does not see an
immediate requirement for evacuation of Sri
Lankans in Israel. However, the evacuation
plan is expected to be less of a hassle in Israel, as
the migrant workers are  registered with the Sri
Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment and the
Embassy. However, the Ministry is working out
a contingency plan for their evacuation in
coordination with our Embassy in Israel, if the
situation escalates.

Sri Lanka condemns in no uncertain terms the
attacks targeting civilians by anyone and
expresses its grave concerns about the ongoing
escalation of violence and military action in Gaza,
which has resulted in deaths and injuries to many
innocent civilians and children.

Sri Lanka strongly condemned the violent attacks
targeting civilians in Israel by the Hamas and
called for the immediate release of all Israeli
hostages taken to Gaza.

Sri Lanka unreservedly condemns the brutal
shelling of the hospital in Gaza, which resulted in
the deaths of hundreds of civilians. Sri Lanka
urges an immediate halt to violence and calls on
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all parties to exercise maximum restraint to
prevent further civilian casualties.

Sri Lanka’s position with regard to the use of
terroristic means remains the same and we
condemn terrorism in all its forms, including acts
committed by all those who resort to violence to
achieve their goals, whether political or otherwise.

Sri Lanka also calls for free movement of essential
items and humanitarian aid including food, fuel,
medicine and supply of electricity and water to
Gaza. Rapid and unimpeded access of
humanitarian aid and relief via a mechanism is
essential to address the urgent needs of the
civilians.

I wish to bring to your attention the statements
made by the Hon. President on the unprecedented
situation in Israel and Palestine. The Hon.
President stated that Sri Lanka has always
supported a two-State solution to the Israel-
Palestine conflict and that the fighting and
violence must be brought to an end immediately.
Further, during the meeting with the Prime
Minister of Pakistan on 17" of October, 2023 in
Beijing, the two leaders called upon all parties to
the conflict to prevent further civilian casualties
and to open a humanitarian corridor to help those
under siege in Gaza with essential food, water and
medical supplies. They further stressed upon the
necessity to achieve a political solution to the
prolonged conflict in Gaza and appealed
to all parties concerned to seek avenues to resolve
the conflict through negotiations based on a two-
State solution.

Sri Lanka also calls all concerned parties to
address the root cause of the conflict to achieve
long-lasting peace while recognizing the legitimate
and sensitive security concerns of both the
Palestinian and the Israeli people.

Sri Lanka maintains a consistent policy with
regard to the Palestinian cause and voices its
position in the multilateral fora.

Sri Lanka remains committed to supporting a just
and comprehensive negotiated political settlement
to the Palestine issue in line with the relevant
United Nations Resolutions, leading to two states -

Palestine and Israel - living side by side based on
the 1967 borders.

The Hon. President and the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs have clearly and regularly
reiterated Sri Lanka’s position in their statements
at the UN General Assembly and have voiced
their support for the two-State solution. Sri Lanka
has continued to chair the UN Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and other
Arabs of the Occupied Territories for over three
decades since its establishment in 1968. Sri Lanka
has thus been a significant voice in the United
Nations consistently on the violation of human
rights in the occupied territories.

Every year, in his Message on the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, the
Hon. President has reaffirmed Sri Lanka’s
position and called on the international
community and all parties concerned to make
renewed efforts to achieve a lasting solution for
that issue.

Sri Lanka reiterates, in this context, the
importance of the early implementation of the UN
General Assembly Resolutions regarding a two-
State solution on the basis of the 1967 borders.

Thank you.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.07 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 20th October, 2023.
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