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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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Bill, as reported by the Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Thursday, 19th October, 2023.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Prime Minister and

Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial

Councils and Local Government)
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asked the Minister of Defence:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(i)
(ii)

the number of persons who lost lands due
to natural disasters in Sri Lanka since the
year 2015 to date;

whether alternative lands have been
recognized to be given to them;

the areas in which the above lands are
situated;
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(iv) the number of persons to whom alternative
lands have been given so far, among those
that are mentioned in (i) above; and

(v) the date on which alternative lands will be
given to the rest of the people?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Tourism and Lands:

(@)

(b)

Is he aware that -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

there is a large extent of State lands in the
Pallamadu-Sannar area;

there has been a long-standing demand that
the lands be distributed among the residents
in the area;

the said lands are claimed by various
persons by producing deeds without any
document, plan or evidence; and

the Divisional Secretary has sent the said
deeds to the Department of Land Title
Settlement to verify the accuracy of those;

Will he state -

@

(ii)

the extent of State lands available in the
Divisional Secretary's Division of Manthai
West, Mannar District;

whether the people of Sannar and
Eichchalavakkai will be given the existing
State lands in that area;
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(iii)  whether the deeds produced without a plan,
document or evidence are valid to claim
ownership of the said lands; and

(iv) the dates on which relevant decisions will
be announced regarding the deeds sent to
the Department of Land Title Settlement;

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform the House -

(i) how many Agricultural Research and
Production  Assistants serve in the
Anuradhapura District;

(i) how many agrarian services centres are
located within the district concerned;

(iii)  whether he accepts that the buildings which
house these agrarian services centres are in
a dilapidated state;

(iv)  whether moves are underway to repair those
buildings; and
(v) whether provisions have been allocated for
it?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of Finance)

OO0 HOBROB, aed yedrdE ¢ ¥ D8®D 8Os gderm
Beadmdr. 0sIced e «8Fve »Ogn OO
3D DR B, D8O #0®y D Bedm Bl
Sed OPPEmB8 »IFOeE ©n 08, § Bw &
0@V ewsy dmFL Bwo@born 0oy 8em® Hoesny
@eB BuE OO ewdsrn mSHOs.

©G ©8xIe S5 wmo

(1oresrLyfl@ wanflbs Sjwrafy)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
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DO BedmDa.

OC @ SY@axY wmo

(oressrfl@ @)agrds ramaLwTesr)
(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)
O DOIBNIDROB, OO @cdm §gnd YHEDW@ gHHIo.
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(orarLfl@ wanlbs Sjwrafr)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)

& 80IBTVD DHED w1 O wd®u wdven HOBHSw

80w womdB WO g Bwdd 05In®.

B0 QNGBS
(oredTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©¢dz DOw.

85008 ¢ @¢e8med®sIned eddmwsy: D198 v
2oxn

wgieufls Sleweanrdsarts Lewflwmerisesr: Fbuerepid
Q& T (h) L1 LI 6vT 61 5 (61 LD
EMPLOYEES OF EXCISE DEPARTMENT: SALARIES AND
ALLOWANCES

1462/2023

1. o6 gz 6@z Bwmn (06 S¥nm 3O 1wz
®¥m eOWDO)
(wrewrfl@g @egrd ramEwreT - wradTyldg Hbss LoD
LOTWIT &) 63T6UT FITITLITES)

(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman on behalf of the Hon. Chinthaka
Amal Mayadunna)
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@ O

SBw yBReB
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23001500 @2IBO ¢,
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2001500 @057 @05 DRewsY @ISO,
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og&ed BRSSO, Dhewm ogded
05905 BEDBHO @8 BEN eeddmwsIO
e0dy I lm 0198 v 20rn Ouf O
BHR0 GO 00T eO5Y DRE WS EmIBOEHT;

(iv) IRdd ewdded gws Bwm egded
BEBSTO, Bwm oghed ©z00m
BEBTO wy »BEY e0uddmwusid erdn
G ©8m D198 o 200 & O mHRS
35 eD5Y 005 DRewWsT eSO TS,

@I O @O w5 DT esIe?
(0) oedeE »®, S @si?

Bigl, Qumr@errsry 2 mFiur® woHmid  Csfws

Q& TeTenEH BT YemFFenyd Gl L allesrr:

(@ O

wgieulldh Slenewrdomarsslet b1k silbsaliu L
Ueswm’_ QL T@&g) wirg| 61T LI Su|LD;

(i) wgeufs Fewewrdsarsglsy LewflwuTHMIFTD,
I SIenenTdhHeTSenHF CFihg Liswilwmeriserflss
sTeTesflhend  LWOHMID B)ewenihs CFemeud s
Qemhgwrer  ussilwrarigsaflesr — eTevsranstldhen s
QeusuGeumTa WIT| 6TETLIENS LD,

(i) wgeufls Slewewidssarsemnsd CFihs Bewm
Coupmis s SjrauvTEeT,  BledDEauHMIS
STLOVTS — HVIUVTHST  LPMID  Hedfleipl
LIeTIWTeTT o615 &HF CFISSLILIBESTD WTHTH
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6TEITLIGN S 1L LD;

QeusuGoupra  wrgl

(iv) Qewenths Csemeuswwd Caihs mlewmCounmids
ST JIeusViss, BlewmGeuhmidh HrLoeDeOTs
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Sjeui @)dFewusE@ Mlaliiurrr?
(=) @sirCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the strength of the approved cadre of the
Excise Department;

(i) out of the number of employees working at
the Excise Department, the number of those
belonging to that Department and the
number of those belonging to the
Combined Service, separately;

(iii) the amounts of the monthly salaries and
allowances paid to executive-grade
officers, non-executive grade officers and
the minor staff of the Excise Department,
separately in terms of each post; and

(iv) the amounts of the monthly salaries and
allowances paid to executive-grade
officers, non-executive grade officers and
the minor staff belonging to the Combined
Service, separately in terms of each post?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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O @QHI5T ©ed®Bow Dwmo

(worenrfl@ QFanrer CFwdlbis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

O ®ONEDROB, GeE, w8 m LBWmSem wH

* wenedss O» nd» c¢ 8E»0:
* FLITLSL_ G360 sweudsLii’ L aflswr_;
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8w gBeB ¢@un® 00nedsy & 98 yudn«d 8End (2) (i) @oRg ecelned®sined gn®n ©wdm ©edd
BIOB*F DB, som 888 008.
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o2 2302500
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(80600® yBFB 0o 88eEm)

3 2Be8m 40 em®uwded BBIGE @¢8ne@sInon SL 3 -2016 1 0 1
(80600® e@enE® v BB Buwod®m BBO)
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(i) ¢ OeReOB** wews ©d.
(iv) OO0 98xmed8** wcwss ed.

(9) o e»S.

2015 80 @® ¢ Bwons@-d § Fedde cO:
Bedm®o
2015 wpssv @)stTmyeusnyr LiGleyGlFuiwri’ L
(PFF&HBT6UHTLY 61T 6lLITLD
THREE-WHEELERS REGISTERED FROM 2015 TO DATE:
DETAILS

1511/2023

. ®0; 868®x 868w Pwm (06 eIBR P®wDEID

uI8s edxDD)

(wresryllg  ofrswer ofrfmian - wrewyleg (Hmws)
CasTHeVT G eNToUTHET FTTLITS)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe on behalf of the Hon.
(Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene)

5D 0 O@E® LB SensT e yam e - (1):

(@ (i) o&s 2015 80 ©® ¢ § Eowwed acBsy
Bwisged WS @B Fodds SO wesd ww
CBBD B¢ G¢w® O O DBvw ¢md eOsT
005y Daewsy emn®end;
(i) ovd WEws BE IB® Fodde 0O DD
Bwowse8 w3 @B sga mOedc;

@535 O @OV 5100 ¢IDTesIE?
(10) oeded n®,d @sie?

** gefmmced md ¢ m.
* BreD BleweviigBle) sweusbBLILIL. (BSTTETS.
** Placed in the Library.

208Ee®5nd 934

Curds@Gaurdss wLHMID O BHEHFTMVHET Y HFFDTH

GalL alesrm:

(o () 201590  yew®  pssd  G)gieuenyuflesy
@eviisnsullsd LyslsTHl LgleyGlFinuliul (BHsiTer
(PFFHBTEUTITI H6TI6T  6TeTeN bemas  LHMILD
UL O’ (helTem eu(hLOreTd spsuGleur(m suHLd
S1HGD THL SesllbSeflwirs wrg);

(i) CupediiiL sreliuggluiley oslsarersr
(PFFHEBT  euawTIqSHET  LgleyGFinuliLl (Herer
LOTSHTERTLD WITS,

STETLIENS Sjeui B)FaemLid@ plalliumyr?

(o) B)eirGmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of newly registered three-
wheelers in Sri Lanka from 2015 to date
and the revenue generated in each year,
separately; and

(i) the province which has registered the
highest number of three-wheelers during
the aforesaid period?

(b) Ifnot, why?

O yesIm Cennen Swmo

(oresstyifl@ Lrsesrer remrginis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

B0 WOIBNBDROB, D ¥ OWIB® G0

0 EDsT @ OO yEHWO B8RO wwion* mondo.

* wedus On »d» ¢ 8E0:
* FUMLTL_ G360 eweuds L L oflewr .
* Answer tabled:

(@ )

# faletEte a8y 3006® (618w )
Bworsed mo

@8 Joddg

OO 690001500
01 2015 129,098 962,903,870.00
02 2016 56,522 453,866,150.00
03 2017 22,405 167,859,600.00
04 2018 18,836 127,746,000.00
05 2019 14,378 105,306,100.00
06 2020 6,757 47,550,650.00
07 2021 2,078 7,330,400.00
08 2022 29 227,500.00
09 12023.09. 30 366,650.00

30 ¢

(ii) @D, eI0BS se.

(#0) a@cog eB0ed.
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GOVERNMENT POST OFFICES DESTROYED DURING 1988-1989: (=) @sTCmed, erein?
DETAILS
1584/2023
4. 05, BoyOm BSBew Bwm (06 80 BEBSH asked the Minister of Mass Media:
Owm ©dROD) (a)  Will he inform this House -

(wrewsryflg,  efgwwer  efrfbian - wrewrylld Fepedeu
sTSlfreiTesr FrirLras)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe on behalf of the Hon.
Sanjeeva Edirimanna) (ii)
B2 @ R®ensy ey yadme - (1):

(@) (i) o&s 1988 - 1989 w0 #8Dedced S¥ed

(i) whether government post offices were
destroyed during the period 1988-1989;

if so, the number of government post offices
destroyed during the above period; and

i (iii) the area where each post office destroyed
P @8 Bo9e BIR Ciaeds; was situated, separately?
(i) om0, gunm R sEdedeeddd Srnn WD o
Gl O¥ed oG 8@ 65021500 (b)  Ifnot, why?
OIBOeE;
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8w 8890 By yedaw o0 Oy
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dnowsy w0l (The Hon. Shantha Bandara - State Minister of Mass Media)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(oressTyfl@ @)egrds ramaLTesT)
(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman)

O yesIm S Svmo

(oressLfl@ LrFesTeT rewrgibis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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PRODUCTION OF LIQUID MILK AND IMPORT OF MILK
POWDER: DETAILS

1642/2023

6. ©5 9B YT Bwm (O BT BwuBE™ Bvmo
@dxnDO)

(wrewryfl@g @agrd TamEwTeT -
DWHVES FTTLTS)

(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman on behalf of the Hon. Milan
Jayathilake)

BHE® ¢@amsn@iensy &g ydme - (1):

(a) (i) ©® o» 80 § Eomned 83» BB wdwes?
23001500 @BV,

i) 0880 Bdeacrmrwe mO: 22y 8d BB O
G 2 C
5Drehw e enc;

(ill) & ComDD s BB govrymIs WS Bede;
WBID) O @O wwdD ¢ esie?

(a0) 98z 2019 8O @@ ¢ § Eow9DD GaBISBIS WS B
BBBS y@oenw ww & wewo D1 S B Yo O O
D886 amd 05T 05T Drewsy e TS WBIBYS
O1® 08 659000 OB en3e?

(7)) oznde5®, s @sie?

wrepTyl@ Vet

HWHOSTL HewwdFenTd CHL L aflerT:
(o) () @Gerwerally @evkienasullgisrer spepeu TG
efl6tT sTevaTEm G S WITS;
(i) eu@BLTHSL 2 Husbsl QFwiu@D FreuliLimsd
ST Eefer oerey wWrg;
(i) GevBmssHGHS Sreulired @na@Lws) CFunuli
Ul (DsiTens
STEITLIEN S jeui @)FFemLidb@ SPlalliiumyr?

(=) 2019910 oyevar(® CQBHTL S5 GF)gluemr (F)VBINHSS,
@méE@wsl  QFEinuliul (Rsiter LT TalsT  OjeTey
wHMID HYBDBTHEF ClFevail i’ (Herer CGTend spei
Geurir  gyewrgest  Llysmrd  QeusuGeunrs  sTeMsuaT

GaussTUmGU|LD 6T G)FFemLid@ Plalliimyr?
(@) @)sir@mev, syeir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of milch cows in Sri Lanka at
present;

(i) the number of litres of liquid milk produced
annually; and

(iii) whether liquid milk has been imported to
Sri Lanka?

(b)  Will he also inform this House of the volume of
milk powder imported to Sri Lanka from 2019 to
date and the amount of money spent on them, in
relation to each year, separately?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

208Ee®5nd 946

O yesIm S Svmo

(oresstyfl@ LrFesTer rewrgibis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

O DONBDROB, BHES ¢ @DHedsT &

OO ydmwO BEnJ wwmnm® momda.

* swedss @» »d» c¢ EE»O:
* FLIMSL_ &S0 emeusssLii L aflswr_;
* Answer tabled:

(@) (@

& Com»ed ©d vvmE

®d D8ww 830500

og ©08sY 1,612,714

8 0083 476,050
S:nd 2,088,764

8@ | 8@ 06 3008 ¢ GBS -
2022 (0250 Hdeoed wr  owedv
©¢e080029290)

(i) 2022 D6 g BEswmw mOD) @ &sd B yoens
806 8w 380A.

Gcogcs : 0288m 082000 - 2022 (35O Befengzn
00 @B ©¢eSHEOZ D)

(i) >x>.
()

2019 80 @® ¢ § DO guwrs WS B BEBS
yene 63 & 66w D10 WS @B Yo

L1219 PBISHIS DE o § &R
8BS y®iewws (6B
(e®g=} @DzY) S8Bwu»)

2019 94,160.28 52.55
2020 97,575.51 58.70
2021 83,313.77 59.31
2022 49,742.70 63.69
2023 31,125.02 40.88

(B ®oeses ¢den)

() o 8.

28E® »HOWO e DB L3I @RI
AeEDST 1R Godas: Bdnd
&H6\ ST HMIHMen W BaTeTiow 1L (hdhs 60
HHSSIL_LSHDETT 2 605 eumiglulledr Lomevluiid:
NELED)

GRANT FROM WORLD BANK FOR AGRICULTURE
MODERNIZATION PROJECT: DETAILS

1763/2023

. 90 9 ST Bwm (O wOBIFw edcs dwmo

@dxn00)

(wrer il @)agrd TamEwTer - wresTyll@  FwedTLilflu
Gamrg Friumrs)

(The Hon. Ishak Rahuman on behalf of the Hon.
Samanpriya Herath)

88O @1 iensy g ydme - (1):
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D058 WO @EID DeWEDsY R @O
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(i) ©® YBs’ omuy e BLrmdE gow
OB en BB wewr ©wed) e emndend;

(il) ©® O»80 OO® OwwaBed @83 B @B
B Ow s e8eEOEsT
OIBOeE;

(iv) ©® yBsics 8B Do e 98l
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@53 OB @®® e300 IO eBIC?
(0) oznded5®, d @sie?

&150STIL YewwdFenyd CosL L allerT:

(o) () 2017y oyewriged Fevmiensuilest Hs GG TLeL
glewm  BeTaTowlILBSSD  HHSSI L SBledrd D
2 s eumBWILpHg Cubmids Casmererss

ul_peirer 2_galls GsTemas wTg);

(i) Guping BlHuild giby Frihs 2 HusSseflssr
Qumidlenw HFsMALLSHEHETSEL LwesT LRSS
ul_Dsiter QB Tews WTg;

(i) sHGurgk CuhLy HHSBILSF60 sTepFlujsitor
BIFSCB TS MmsHw 9HOIwfsEs GLmrsviseafls
6TeMIGUETEY;

(iv) Gupiug Pl swSCSTYL HHSISI L BI%EHs
BT 6THITH TGSV euLpBISLILIHILDT;

CTETLIENS Sjsul (B)FFenLid@ Splallimyr?

(=) @)STCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the grant obtained from the World Bank
under Agriculture Modernization Project in
Sri Lanka in 2017,

(ii) the amount used for value addition of coir-
related products;

(iii) the remaining amount of funds of that
project in US Dollars; and

(iv) whether that provision be allotted for
agriculture projects in the future?

(b) Ifnot, why?

O YB5ID CmRo® Svm

(wresstfl@ LrFesres reswrghis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

G006 Bewdn 27(2) sl y@dmw, o uds eg®cw
Omn.

@G 86g®2 B6&Bow dwmn
(wressryflg efrerwesr ef rdmian)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

& modenw ve soem dEde® an®Bed 928us »o
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O BB BT CresyyTBOsT Gres@rmm® Bwvmo
(oressTfl@ Fremtdhalwest TTeLSSresT @)rTFLomentdasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@G 2OOBR®.

oG Loty endiRm Swmo

(omessryfl@ HCevrely @ ewreuitger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

©0T OEn® DO gviesy Bum O BOECDIEHD
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. Hon. Speaker, let me
explain.

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Rasamanickam, do you know -

O BB B5T CrsyyIBOsT Gres@rhm® Swvmo

(omessTLll@ FressTdhdl et FTe LSS et @)rTaFLoment&esLn)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, give me one minute. This House has not
understood what I said.

OO DAIBNBH) Do

(LomevsTLLOl@ FUTBTWST HjeuTH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I understood what you said. - [Interruption]. 1 am
telling you that both the decisions are legal. That is all. -
[Interruption].
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, let me -

OO DOIBIBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Rasamanickam, both decisions are correct; those
are legal. That is what I say. - [Interruption]. You have to
understand that. - [Interruption].
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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508 BSedde.
TUBSII-
rose.

OO QBB
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

©0 98.8. 0BG Swmo
(orevoTLyLil@ 6TID.67. Lo TesT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Hon. Speaker.

This is with regard to the Announcement you made as
the Hon. Speaker this morning. I am thankful that you
clarified the fact that the Anti-Terrorism Bill - the Hon.
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional
Reforms is also here - has not been "presented to
Parliament". Those were the words you used. The
confusion, Sir, is with regard to the words “placed on the
Order Paper”; the Constitution uses the words “placed on
the Order Paper”. That is why this confusion has arisen,
as to whether Article 121 of the Constitution has been
triggered. And, there are petitions before the Supreme
Court in respect of that Bill. That is why an explanation
was needed. So, if the Hon. Speaker uses the words in the
Constitution and says “it has not been placed on the Order
Paper”, then it will clarify it, rather than saying “it has not
been presented”. Sir, “it has not been placed on the Order
Paper” are the words that need to be used, rather than
saying “presented to Parliament”. So, if the Hon. Speaker
says “it has not been placed on the Order Paper”, that will
clarify it.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWSEST SeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

"e508Be®xIn s%s 8ned 05RO D" BwEr »O8 ©©
BOed.

@0 98.8. 0BT Swmo
(orerLyLil@ 6TiD.67. SrLoBEIedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Sir. That is one matter.

The other is a connected matter with regard to the time
frame that is given to the Supreme Court to consider a
Bill. The time frame is three weeks from a petition. The
Supreme Court has generally interpreted to me that it is
from the first petition. But, a petition can be filed also two
weeks after the presentation of a Bill. So, thereafter, the
Supreme Court gets only one week to consider it, Sir.

Another very serious matter at the current moment is,
the petitions against the Online Safety Bill. The hearing is
supposed to start at 12.30 p.m. today and those are to be
taken up three days in a row. After that, the Supreme
Court gets only one week’s time to consider them. But,
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the proper interpretation should be - every petition that is
filed, the Hon. Speaker announces to Parliament - that
even the last petition is a petition and it must be three
weeks from that petition. If that clarification is also made,
not today, the Hon. Speaker can take time to look at that
and make a Ruling tomorrow, it would be clear. So, I urge
the Hon. Speaker to make a Ruling on that so that the
Supreme Court is not given a period of just one week.
Forty five petitions have been presented to the Supreme
Court in respect of that Bill. Therefore, it is impossible to
determine in a week. So, if it is ruled from the Chair here
that the calculation will be from every petition, that even
from the last petition, it will be three weeks, it would be
useful.

Then, the last matter, Sir, is with regard to what arose
earlier. The Hon. President did give orders; as the Hon.
Prime Minister rightly said, the President gave orders on
Sunday. That is true. But our problem is, nobody is
carrying them out. Nobody is carrying them out because
the IGP says, “I am not legally appointed”. That is the
point that was raised, not anything else. The Hon.
President did make orders. The Hon. Shanakiyan
Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, MP was present at that
meeting. Those orders have not been carried out to this
minute because the IGP is not able to function.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, that question will not arise now
because that has been corrected by the Hon. President, it
seems.

@0 98.8. @B Swmo
(omevorLyLfl@ 6TiD.6T. &rLobreir)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Very well.

OC 50388 BB (g0D8w) it Grsess Swmo
(wrewryfl@g FerrTalug) FUL Sgrentl (SerBHd) alsmwsren
rrELsas)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Hon. Speaker, -

@O DIBNBHD O
(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Minister?

OC B50J8B BBt (g0D8w) it Grsesls Swmo

(wressryllg sFerTslud FULssrent (serBld) eflgwsren

rrEgLsas)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Hon. Speaker, I seek your permission just to clarify or
to draw your attention to the interpretation of Article 121
of the Constitution. Sir, in your absence, this was raised
by the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris two weeks ago.

That was about a certain Bill which had been gazetted
on a particular day and the question was regarding the

provisions of Article 121.(1) of the Constitution, which
states, “....such petition shall be filed, [within fourteen
days] of the Bill being placed on the Order Paper...”. As
the you said, Hon. Member, there is no doubt that there is
a confusion in the interpretation of the law. But, the
intention of the Legislature is quite clear. The time period
has to be reckoned from the date of the First Reading of
the Bill. That was the idea expressed by the Hon. Deputy
Speaker, who was chairing at that time, and I am also of
the same view.

®0 98.8. 053 BSsT Swmo
(orenrLLil@ 6TiD.67. SFLOBHTeir)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
I am also of the same view.

OO B5038B BB (GD:8w) Bweaes Grsesle Swmo
(wreiryflg sarrdlug) sl sgsrent (Horplgl) elmwgren
rrERLsag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Right throughout, Hon. Speaker, the practice has also
been that with regard to each and every Bill - there had
been more than 30 or 40 Bills which had been taken up at
the Supreme Court for Determination - that had been
taken up before the Supreme Court, the time period had
been calculated from the date of the First Reading of the
Bill. That has been the practice followed throughout. I
think if there is any doubt about that, even by
making a simple amendment to the Standing Orders, we
can resolve it.

Thank you very much.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa -Leader of the Opposition)
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreT Ll @ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Madhura Withanage to the Chair?

OG0 Yurl® Cemnen dwm (082 08D W

Booes g@ms  ©w PRl 8dded  yd»

83083 ®0)

(wrewrflg Ulrserer rewgims - par ulalmss whmib

afL_ewioliL

YPSHCHTTFTERILD)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Madhura Withanage do
now take the Chair.
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REQUEST TO REVISE ELECTRICITY TARIFF FOR THE THIRD
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“...to review, update and revise the electricity tariff
biannually in future in terms of the revised General Policy
Guidelines as per the decision..”
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Beamdo. That is, the Bill titled “Conferring the Honour of
Senior Instructing Attorneys-at-Law”. Hon. Presiding
Member, as you, being a member of the legal profession, are
aware, the legal profession has been having two branches
since its inception. During the British rule, that system
started and the two branches consisted of barristers and
proctors; they were also known as “advakathwary” and
“perakadoruwaru”. They were functioning in two different
capacities. Always, proctors had been instructing advocates
on how to appear in courts on behalf of their clients, argue
cases and attend to any other documentary work. So,
whatever instructions a counsel got from the proctor or the
instructing attorney, he was expected to follow.

That difference is still there in the United Kingdom
and in many of the Commonwealth countries, but in Sri
Lanka, there was a deviation from that practice. It was
done during the time of the late Hon. Felix Dias
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Bandaranaike, when he was Minister of Justice in 1973 or
1974. He unified both the branches; in other words, both
the branches were merged into one category. Anybody
who was successful at the examination of the Ceylon Law
College and after having a particular period of training
under a senior lawyer was entitled to enroll as an
Attorney-at-Law of the Supreme Court. The Attorneys-at-
Law had the privilege of practising as lawyers,
commencing from the Magistrate’s Court or from a
primary court and going up to the Supreme Court. This
system continued under the Administration of Justice
Law.

With the change of government in 1977, that system
continued, but the Administration of Justice Law was
repealed by the old Civil Procedure Code, which had been
enacted, I think, in the 1880s. So, it is an over 130-year
old law that prevails in our country and as far as the civil
practise is concerned, that is the basic procedure
followed. So, with the enactment of the old Civil
Procedure Code, again, Sections 24 and 27 of it came into
power, where the two branches had been categorically
identified, one of which is Instructing Attorneys who are
empowered to file proxy on behalf of a litigant. In civil
litigation, no lawyer can appear unless the litigant or the
party concerned has given the authority in writing to the
lawyer to appear and defend him. Therefore, the proxy is
the basic document which the litigant can sign and entrust
that authority to the lawyer. When the proxy is filed, the
lawyer himself can appear or instead of the appearing and
arguing the case himself, he has the authority to retain
another senior lawyer. That senior lawyer is called an
“advocate” or in common jargon, a "counsel". So, the
Instructing Attorneys are used to retain counsels.
Irrespective of the fact that there had been a significant
change in 1974, under this system, which started in the
1880s - now, our Supreme Court has completed 200 years
- the two branches have been continuing throughout the
history.

You cannot perform administration of justice with one
arm or with one stakeholder. All the stakeholders, who
include the judges, the prosecutors, the police, the counsels,
the Instructing Attorneys, the court staff, everybody will
have to contribute to the proper administration of justice.

In this profession, there has been an inveterate practice
adopted by the British Parliament and the courts. I think it
goes back to the Fifteenth Century, where the first King’s
Counsel was Sir Francis Bacon. Sir Francis Bacon was
appointed as King’s Counsel by the King in recognition of
his services, the talents he displayed in that profession and
also his loyalty towards his country. As a result, that practice
had been continued, I think, for more than 500 years. Also in
Ceylon, during the British rule, they adopted it and appointed
King’s Counsels. After the demise of the King in 1952 and
when Queen Elizabeth II was enthroned and came into
power, this designation of "King’s Counsel" was changed
into "Queen’s Counsel". Sir, last year, when the Queen
passed away, the new King Charles III was enthroned and
again, that designation automatically changed into King’s
Counsel. In our country, you may recall, with the repeal of

the Soulbury Constitution, the First Republican Constitution
came into force in 1972. Since then, that system had been
stalled; there had been no system to appoint or recognize the
talented and skillful senior lawyers and to confer them an
honorary title and privileges.

After that, the Government introduced the post of Senior
Attorneys, SAs. There were respected senior lawyers at that
time like Mr. H.L. De Silva, Mr. Nimal Senanayake, the
Hon. K.N. Choksy and Mr. Eric Amarasinghe and so many
others who were appointed as Senior Attorneys. At that
time, the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, former President, was in
Parliament and that new title "Senior Attorney" was
recognized. With the enactment of the Second Republican
Constitution in 1978, the Senior Attorney system also got
automatically abolished and Parliament introduced a new
name under the old system to recognize the members of the
legal profession who had rendered yeoman service to the
legal profession and maintained a higher standard of
integrity. They were conferred the title of “President’s
Counsel”. All the Senior Attorneys who were appointed
prior to 1978 were also considered as President’s Counsels.

This privilege has always been extended, but, of
course, subject to various limitations. That has been
extended only to the members of the legal profession who
are practising as counsels or advocates. But, in the legal
profession, basically, there are two branches, as I said,;
Instructing Attorneys are also there. The number of those
who are practising as counsels is, of course, very small.
The majority is those who are practising as Instructing
Attorneys. But, there is not any system to appreciate the
service they are rendering, not only to the legal
profession, but also to the nation. Therefore, we thought
that we will introduce a system just to recognize their
service. By recognizing their service and conferring this
kind of title, those members of the legal profession will
also be compelled to maintain a higher standard of
integrity, eminence and display of their skills. That is
why we now propose that those members of the legal
profession who are practising as Instructing Attorneys
also be conferred the honour of "Senior Instructing
Attorney-at-Law”. As you are aware, Sir, in jurisdictions
in countries like Australia, the United Kingdom, and
Wales, they confer the honorary title of "Queen’s
Counsel" or the "King’s Counsel" and privileges even to
those who are practising as Instructing Attorneys.
Therefore, the question arose as to why we do not
recognize our own people?

We discussed this matter at length at the Sectoral
Oversight Committee, which was being chaired by the
Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne and in which the Hon. Presiding
Member was also taking part, even yesterday. There, we
all came to an agreement that they should be appreciated
and encouraged with this recognition. At the same time,
Sir, you yourself suggested that there should be some
criterion or some system for us to decide how we are
going to do it. As a result, we have proposed an
Amendment by empowering the Hon. Minister to make
rules and regulations to define the criterion on which we
could make selections for appointments to be made by
the Hon. President. So, we have done it. Originally, we
proposed the Instructing Attorneys who have completed a
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period of well over 35 years for such appointments, but
there were also so many requests, especially from the Bar
Association of Sri Lanka. We are agreeable to substitute
that length of experience of 35 years in that profession by
25 years. On the other hand, Sir, you will also agree with
me that there is no purpose in conferring these honorary
titles at the last stages of their life and that you must
confer these titles at a time when they could engage in
that profession with much vigour and in a robust way.
Then only it will serve the purpose of getting the expected
service from them.
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“I hereby inform you that I resign from my post of District
Judge, post of magistrate, post of family court Judge, post of
primary court Judge, post of small claims court Judge, post of
Juvenile court Judge due to threat to my life and due to lot of stress.

Please accept my resignation.”
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“SL calls for immediate release of all hostages taken into
Gaza.”

It further states, I quote:

«

...... strongly condemns the violent terror attacks targeting

”»

civilians in Israel by Hamas, .....
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Next, the Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage. You have 12
minutes.
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The Hon. Nimal Piyathissa. You have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. D.B. Herath. You have
12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir
Moulana. You have 12 minutes.

[1.46 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, today, I stand
before you with a profound sense of purpose, gratitude
and determination as I deliver my Maiden Speech in the
Ninth Parliament of Sri Lanka. It is a great honour and
privilege to represent the people of the Batticaloa District
yet again and I am keenly aware of the responsibilities
that come up with this role, having served my
constituents in four Parliaments prior to this.

Sir, first and foremost, I want to extend my heartfelt
gratitude to the people of Batticaloa, who have placed
their trust in me. Their unwavering support and faith in
me as their Representative is both humbling and
inspiring. I am profoundly honoured to be the voice of
the people in this esteemed Assembly and I am
committed to serving their interests with unwavering
dedication.

I also want to express my appreciation to the Election
Commission of Sri Lanka for ensuring a fair and
transparent electoral process, which is fundamental to the
strength of democracy. I commend their tireless efforts to
uphold the principles of democratic governance.

Today, 1 also reflect on the unique circumstances
which have led me to this historic moment. My
predecessor, who was expelled by the Sri Lanka Muslim
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Congress, saw his expulsion upheld through a landmark
Ruling by the Supreme Court, a unanimous decision by
the three-judge Bench which set a significant precedent.
At this time, where we are debating the Conferring the
Honour of Senior Instructing Attorneys-at-Law Bill, it is
very appropriate to pay my gratitude to them. That court
decision solidifies the presence of political parties and
strengthens the electoral process. It ensures that unlawful,
corrupt party crossovers are discouraged and that the
Ruling is enforceable. It is with great respect for the rule
of law that I step into this role. I am deeply committed to
upholding the principles of justice, fairness and
accountability during my tenure as a Member of
Parliament.

Sir, I would like to take this opportunity to express my
profound gratitude to the Hon. Rauff Hakeem, the Leader
of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress. His leadership and
vision have been instrumental for the success of our party.
I am grateful for his guidance, trust and support and I am
also proud to be a part of a political organization which
seeks to represent the diverse voices of our society.

As we embark on this legislative journey, I am acutely
aware of the significant challenges and opportunities that
lie ahead. Our District, Batticaloa, is a region of
incredible potential and diversity. It has experienced its
share of struggles, but it is also a testament to the
resilience and unity of its people. Together, we will work
towards a brighter future for our district and our nation.

Sir, one of the most pressing issues facing our district
and our country is the ethnic question. The people of the
North and the East have borne the brunt of that conflict
and its aftermath for far too long. It is our collective
responsibility to address the grievances of ethnic
minorities, foster reconciliation and ensure their full
participation in the socio-political fabric of our nation.
We must strive for a united Sri Lanka, where all citizens
can live in peace and with dignity, which will, in turn,
lead to prosperity.

Similarly, we must recognize that our struggle for
peace and justice is mirrored on the global stage, notably
when it comes to the plight of the people of Palestine. Just
as the ethnic minorities in Sri Lanka have long sought
reconciliation and equal rights, the people of Palestine
face a deeply entrenched conflict which continues to
cause immense suffering at the hands of a brutal regime,
whose actions can only be described as genocide. The
ongoing violence and oppression in Palestine demand our
attention and solidarity. As Sri Lankans, we understand
the pain of that ethnic conflict, and we must take a strong
and principled stand to pledge our unwavering support for
the people of Palestine. The suffering of innocent
civilians and the violation of their rights must not go
unnoticed and we have a moral duty to speak out against
such injustices.

In addition to these pressing issues, we must also
focus on economic development of our district.
Investment in our agricultural sector, modernizing

infrastructure
essential to
constituents.

and promoting entrepreneurship are
improve the living standards of our

Together, we can create a Batticaloa and a Sri Lanka
which thrive, which are prosperous, peaceful and
inclusive. I look forward to working with my fellow
Parliamentarians to achieve these goals and make a
positive difference in the lives of our constituents.
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Sir, let us work together for a brighter future for
Batticaloa, for Sri Lanka and for all those who seek
justice, peace and solidarity.

OO Bendss 0% 88IsBn®)

(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallareri ojsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne. You have six
minutes.

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Imran Maharoof to the Chair?

O B3B8 BBt (g0D8w) it Grsesls Swmo

(wressryllg sFerTslud FULssrent (serBld) eflgwsren

srggusng)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Imran Maharoof do now
take the Chair.

amaw Sz Y, e ®@m» Sa.
afleorr alQSsLILIL (5 s7Hms Gl TeTarLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

g0 0 Bewlehs 20w s Growmewnsy
902 Howsy, @0 9Oy Bwd;of ®wmr §Roesz90;8) Sas.

YSHTLIMS, LOTHTLILONG GepshHaar LIFSls SallFmeri yeuidssir
YSBTTFATG BT YHVGa),  LOTHTLIONG QDTS  10SDEBLI
Y UTHCT HNVDLD  UHGHT I H6T.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. IMRAN MAHAROOF took the Chair.

[e.20. 1.58]

©C BB, DAED.8.08. cwemnBonTs Owmo

(wrevryfl@ FLLsgrewt] LLNsiruy.1q.Cg. GFeralydeor)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne, Attorney-at-Law)
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O § e300 O En®
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 0328 BoFemd) @I n®r. IR0 Bx0d 20m
RGBS Bedmdo.

@G BB OI8O Somleoms Dnmo

(oreryLflg FLssrend ahglw afréCery.)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)

& 8598 200 @500 5D Sx0d 10ms Bedmr s e7.

@O R0 5061) OIE®

(oreTL Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 MIILNETT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

ol O3 508 52508 202 Bedsiess.

[2.04 p.m.]

©C BBt 05380 Borlem Ovmo

(wrenryLllg FLLssrent] Fhglw ef ré6lsry.)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, at the outset, let me extend my gratitude to the
Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional
Reforms for binging in this Bill for discussion today,
which is relevant to our profession as lawyers.

The legal profession, over the years, had two
branches. Initially, one branch was known as "advocates"
and the other as "proctors". At the moment in Sri Lanka,
all legal practitioners are recognized as "Attorneys-at-
Law". But, when it comes to practising, certain members
of the legal profession conduct themselves as counsels
and the rest as Instructing Attorneys. The professionals
who conduct themselves as counsels are recognized as
"President's Counsels" today, and prior to Sri Lanka
becoming a Republic, they were known either as "King's
Counsels" or "Queen's Counsels". But, at the moment,
there is no criteria to recognize the legal professionals
who are in the instructing field.

Also, all of us know that the legal profession is being
developed into a new area. We see diversification and
advancement in various sectors, especially among the
members who are not into counselling. As of now, there
are many female Attorneys-at-Law. As you may be
aware, in every profession, there are growing numbers of
females. Most of the female legal professionals would
like to work as professionals without going to courts. I
think this Act will encourage such people, such
individuals who are willing to enter into such fields of the
legal profession. On the other hand, there was a time
when, due to the fact that there was no recognition,
certain members of this profession who had been into
instructing as well as notarial work accepted the position
of President's Counsel, which created a precarious
situation in the legal field. And, very often, Presidents
and politicians who took these decisions were
embarrassed due to various requests that were made.
Therefore, I think this Act will bring an end to that issue
as well, recognizing both the branches of the legal
profession. Extending the appointments of Justices of the
Peace to Grama Niladharis is also something that is
required at the grass-roots level.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe]

2000729 88000058 es20 e &

[8Goes2920;8) ©0; @G @1 §Eotsz20;8) Ses. |

Gupallsh Qygmuiiiin L gj.

[omsvsriyflgy SewsvswGTBIGL 2 myLiflaTi YeuiseT HewasnLw
UBGHTISHET.]

Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2.- (Conferring the honour of Senior Instructing Attomeys-at-
Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 3 and 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question, that the Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed to.
New Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.32 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 19th October, 2023.
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