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urgrepwsm wp.u. 9.30 wenllé@d dnigwg.
Gusseafler LNrdls sallFrart jeuissr
[LomessryLfl @ oymismsr @rrioprsst] SEHEVEHLD UGS T S6l.
The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
[THE HON. ANGAJAN RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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ONLINE SAFETY BILL: PETITIONS TO THE SUPREME COURT

®0 Bewdss 02 eswsBn®r

(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallareri ojsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has
received copies of two more Petitions filed at the
Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in
respect of the Bill titled “Online Safety”, in addition to
the receipt of two Petitions mentioned in the
Announcement on 04" October, 2023.
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MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

6 Bendss w0 e8wsBn®s

(omewsr i@ Gusseflsr Lrdls sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I wish to inform that a Meeting of the Committee on
Parliamentary Business will be held today, Friday, the
06" of October, 2023, at 11.30 a.m. in Committee Room
No. 02, and all the Members of the Committee are kindly
requested to be present at the Meeting.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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®O Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl @ & whseflsr LITls sallFrert oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
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OCROW WO, WOEIWOE BNIBBDCW O 2D
WO @ Bewes w0ydaess’® dxne o @® Online
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BB 95T BEmIed DO 83 9Oy Doz
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Symded @md ¢88s cdeowmns mom Bill dma; 6ed
Snded yBhmsInD€ e88w Drne mox Bill oo, e®@m
Ben Jed Emmoded GEm a¢BBDBm»O® 2§ ¢fed
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Safety Bill &» Died &1 moiemmdEe withdraw =6,
Freedom of Information Act &= evemsI». Freedom of
Information Act oma n€x Bwg ¢F¥n, e@mORS ¢
OBe® adEd 0@ Jed VMDD A eI B OO
9CEON ®momHDa. &SBE.

®G B vBSew Swmo
(orevsrLiifl@ LSgl% Liggyemr)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®O Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFreri oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

©C Il vBSe Dvmo

(1oredsTyfl@ LSHl% LigSremr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

0 Bewrdss 0% ©sBn®d, Somls 0emn®)
®od »® wevsd mer. & Ded® Hdd Bewle 91(9)
wOer ©® e® mdemrs Or BmOsTes). e@m»E W gune
82D D mO»HemO Bod mH® BOO Bewo -

®S Bewdss 2002 eswrnBn®r

(oressryfl @ & wohsellsr Lrdls sallsrert o)euirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order.

O 98 vBSe Dwmo
(1oredsTLyfl@ Lg% LigSlremr)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
Why not?

®S Bewdss 2002 eswrnBn®r

(wrevrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It is just an interruption.

O JF8m vBSew Dvmo

(wrerflg Lsgls LbSlrem)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

@06 Boewdss m0m ©wsdnd®s, RWp®  &EHdJ
Rewdn 91 () desIs.

®S Bewdss 2002 eswsBn®r

(oressryfl @ Gwosellsr Lrdls sallarart Sjeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, Presentation of Papers. The Hon. Leader of the
House.

o6 BB (9pD8s) @w8EF oydberim Swmo

(ges02) @@om» 859 B8Ee@®BIREDd 38BN BB Do)

(oresryflg FULggrent (srhld)) adflev LNCrvLWHs -

Hevall SeWLFFHLD LITTTEBHLOSTME FeLI (LPFH6V6(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)

@6 Bewrdss 0m ©wBn®B,- [idh DB ©d
OEROB, @® 9 w¥ed §E®m »Oyn I dws’ §en®
QIR gOedd @¢&.

®©C 8% vBSew Dm0
(wrewr g Lsgls LbSlrem)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
®ed m»H® BDD.

@G BBt (39008) 138 0g@BwsIm Swmo

(oresryfl@ #ULSgTent (seurBls)) &dlsv BTN WHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

®0T OBIEROB, VIed HO® BODW @® © w¥Ied
6 8 Bedmds. 98 e syed §8m »Ogn O®
20usy Pen® QIO G WO YRowmewsy
8DEO ©¢8. ©0; OTENOB, ©¥rd e®enwdr BHOw
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[@005 29802 DO DB E1ed8, e EOEDO.
[@280 8@z

B8 eE2218w 88w 1538®
Fsorllésliul L LGS Tmiser
PAPERS PRESENTED

2022 gom 43 o Dwlem sment 6(1) DosiBe wdend
2023.08.01 &0 2023.08.31 ¢z$00 &Bm qwdie o¢wdned®sined
O B8s gom 240 wOed ©8ydm wwins ewdr wy HEEB D@L
DoRO DB 85T 8g wom ¢ v8yom OHEO BEac
00w .- [290@imns W Goss 8BEn), doedn ®OY, BT WK
o B SED ¢sn® edMOO o (gde) @B8E
0E0BesIm @nmo]

e300 O HFw gwl Bewlo o &
FUTLSL_G56D) (3)hdbsds g1 1_ewermuill_riri’ 1.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

@0 8¢0 Dp@rnwm Dvm (PLRwLm, §odm 6w

BotdmaBm WO ¢ imun @)

(orenryllg allgim allsSlTpTIss - LSSFTFT, FLoW WOHMILD

BOTFTT S|SVIUVBET S[DLOFEFIT)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka -

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)

©0; Bewdss mom ©wndn®s, 2021 dse wew
008 0wl CovE B8emYe® Dl8m DalmD wy YE»B YIR®D
®0® 98%en WSS.

Minister of

©O® D800 Bods, BICIEES, COIO® W BYBBY YIOBuwo
8¢ 38w 2B e m0m ©8®d edn 0w BE ¥ W8
©® ewldzn HSS.

gama S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr @Bl H LI (B) 6Tmmys GClsmersmLiLIL L J).
Question put, and agreed to.

@G BBt (400086) 8 0@LwsIm Swmo

(oreryflg FLssrent (svTHS)) &fsv LNBTMWIHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

©01 Bewdss 0w ©wwsBnd®s, Beh o ©wedn
®OYnD @@ 6w 888w g@imHE edHeDsY ©® 2021
DBw wew HHB® 0w@ds’ ewmemed Di88m Didmd
988u ®S8.

©O® Da&m0d s, BISIEES, COIO® W BYBDY YIOBuwo
B @B B en m0® ©1d 00H 0wl mE @ w8
O® ewdLszn SS.

g S®esz &Y, etwr es®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GClsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

® BBt (300086) 8E e@BwsIm Swmo

(omrewryLll@ FL_Lsgrent (HevTBlE)) FHsv LG whs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

©0; Bewdes Im ©BAn®B, Bih v ©wedm
BOWD 2@ w8 D88 ¢@ImBR® eOMeDsY ©© 2022
D8Bw e D886 ©¢edned®sINED D88 8w s
008500 98B wSS.

OO D810 @0 P[OWBHHO ¥ BHEOw BE¢
3oBm adWeen 0 ©BD e0m 0w BE ¥n KB O®
eweIszN HSS.

g 88z 8, e es®@» Sas.
aflearr flGlabsLLI (5) eTmmysGlsmerenLiLiL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

@wag D152500 BEIE 202 e5@d
D2&m90
QIFTHIS ClUTrMItiyupwHFser Limplus

G et 9 Mldbens
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES

@S (992008 @) Go8xF DedeNs Dwmo

(wrevryfl@ (CurrdAflwir) repdld LessrLmr)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara)

3 Bewdess 202 ISNISISISICIAN PRI
208Be®@sIned 8DDB wwrdidw wews emag D1ed 8Eae
0 w0 @B Dabnd 8 988un WSS.

008 D810 OO yBw WS eBBsT B, Com
0@ a2 (3do8®m) B8@0d, HBm 8@ OB D8
OHDR®W, OO wotdmaBm @@, & Como BOS 90eD,
8 SeD8Omyd O oddve, § o Bedn b BaB
8w, BendBm @ wOognmn B88de¢  alm8w
8OITVeWsY WO ¢ WIWMOBOC wOBeRLHWET @deq
OO0

@0 BBt (§00:80) e98F eg@Bwsin Swvwmo

(oreryll@ FL_sgrent (sevrBls)) &dlsw BT wbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@0 Bewdss 0w ©nisBne®B, "Of Ddmd Geewws
e gu”’ 8 ® ewd®mn »IHDo.

g 88z &Y, wwo @@z Ses.
aflsorr BIGBLILIL B eTHmYS Gl TeTemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

98200 e Bw DE gl Bowlw mom GE.
YW T YFFU_LIL1L_& HL L sweTuii_ i L g
Ordered that the Report be printed.

@u8syes®

LD&B)| 85 5 61T

PETITIONS
©C 685 Bu®RIBIw Bwm (& Goess §@amur®o)
(wresryflg  reirgdls  Awibuevrlgw - BlF @rreTmis
O|EDLOFFIT)
(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya - State Minister of
Finance )

@G Bewd®s m0m 08898, DSmesE, )OS 30,
gz 82 ¢om BBmed ©8-8 8n®ed og®cnm OnI®wvensy
Cl1a9 evFues 00 8EnsiDd.

988 WO 3¢ euww® Pwerm euwwd® SEI¢ iom
8560000 ;080 @ b8 Bowlw wo» 8.

FOFINGHOUIL L weyswarl) CUITHILSYS SGupeyb&Gs FIL L &
HL1_ewemuil_ LI 1 gj.

Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

6 Bendss w0z 8wisBn®)

(omrevwsr i@ Gusseafler Lrdls sallFmeri ojeuideir)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No. 1 - 10/2023 - (1), the Hon. Chaminda
Wijesiri.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wm

(oreryllg Fibs allCedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

©C; Bewdess m0m BB, ® OO yam 6 avwmd.

@G BBt (400086) 8 0@LwIm Swmo

(orenrflg FlL_ssrent (svTBS)) &flsd NBTWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

©0 Bewdss mOm ©HIBBROB, ONE® GoBBD
3@ eDREDE @ O YE»HWO BEnJ o 8® wewe
®ows E¢m® WICHH 9C 0 B3da.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryllg #0bs allGe )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO Bewd®s mdm 8ninBn®s, ydmwemd 8End
20 wew WE OO WN0HEB. B, 8Eed®sIn PdS
Bewd® 32 (3) wded, ded mE OB 0fnd o@imnuie
B aoe #@B0dwr 885 00 ®INBHRID GO
e and. 000 &gNdd Bewlved Bedwmd, e
g@3m00 cInd e¢lert EIm® & o Yewsm -0
DOBNBWHOSB- GO WO BN B ST, O
2DIZNEDROB, 0@ VIPSed O1d.de esPedd. ©® e®
ansiesy siEm Ywidw v 8®ITR YE»WE. [Pid HEH]
B0 gDEdd e¢sIm, & wewr BosHHEHIDG OO eusId
Bedmdr. O ©0NEHROB, OO0 g1ned e® ©wmd nE
¢0e B D¢ WE Pamamd v BOIBIW YW .

0 Berdss w0 80sBn®s

(orenryflg Gussallar Lrds sallareri ojauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, the Minister is not available in the
House now.

@G O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo

(oreryflg Flbs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Lakshman Kiriella?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, the Minister is not available.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you can ask questions when the
relevant Minister responds.
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the relevant
Minister has to inform you that he is not giving the
Answer today.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I hereby
inform you that the Minister has been requested by the
Secretaries of the Ministry of Defence and the relevant
Ministry to ask for two months’ time in order to prepare
the Answer for this Question.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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KANDY-MATALE RAILWAY LINE: DEVELOPMENT INTO A
DOUBLE-TRACK

389/2023
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(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Will he inform the House -

(i) whether he is aware that passengers on the
Kandy-Matale Railway Line are often
seriously inconvenienced because trains are
held up for long at the Wattegama Railway
Station owing to the absence of a double-
track railway for trains travelling in
opposite directions to pass by each other;

(it)  whether there is a possibility for developing
a double-track line for the Kandy-Matale
Railway Line, which consists of only a
single track at present;

(iif)  if so, whether a feasibility study has been
undertaken in this regard; and

(iv) what the cost for such an undertaking is?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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Yes, Hon. Lakshman Kiriella?
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Question No. 3 - 422/2023 - (2), the Hon. Gayantha
Karunatilleka.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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Question No. 4 - 438/2023 - (1), the Hon. Buddhika
Pathirana - [Not in the Chamber.]

Question No. 5 - 693/2023 - (1), the Hon. Shanakiyan
Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam.

O BrenBBRB5T CrsyyIBOsT Gres@rhm® Swvmo
(omessTLll @ FressTdhdl et FTe LSS et @)rTaLoment&asLn)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I know the
Hon. Minister of Water Supply and Estate Infrastructure
Facilities Development is not here. Anyway, I would like
to bring up a matter of urgent interest to the attention of
the Hon. Leader of the House because it could cause a
major issue in Batticaloa. Sir, for the last three weeks -
almost for 23 days with today - a protest has been going

on because a pasture land has been encroached upon and
the livestock farmers are protesting against it. The paddy
season is going to start within the next week and if the
cattle there are not moved into that pasture land, there is
going to be a huge conflict. I am not talking about a herd
of cattle of about 20,000 or 40,000.

@6 Berdss 0% 81rsBn®)

(oressryfl@ & whseflsr LTls sallFrert oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, thank you very much. But, you cannot
ask questions beyond the subject matter of the Question.

O B BRBT CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmm® dnmo

(oressTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rraLomentsain)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, because the relevant Minister is not here, let me,
at least, bring this matter to the attention of the Hon.
Leader of the House.

®S Bewdss 002 eswrnBn®r

(oressryfl @ G wohasellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Anyway, be very brief about it.

O B BRB5T CrxsyBOsT Gres@rhlmn® dnmo
(omessTLyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSSresr @)rraLomentsain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I will be very brief.

Hon. Leader of the House, I would like to urge you to
intervene in this matter because we are talking about a
herd of 400,000 cattle. If the cattle are not taken to that
pasture land, farmers cannot start the cultivation season.
They have to start it between the 05™ and the 15" based
on the rain received. Therefore, we would like to urge the
Government to stop the illegal encroachments and as a
sign of protest, -

[6® §OedredE o¢®¢ Hfm wriismed xVgoc; 8
800 gebwzma wo8sY eesles moymO Hw.[

[B)55B5T1ILIGSHIV, SLO1pS5 CHF I It 1 w011 AT 2_ 1111 76o71i 67T
PV LG TensHenand; ST FLiGgGsharn Carapwl i eri.]

[At this stage, some Members of the TNA displayed placards and
made an uproar.]

@G BBk (490086) $38E 0g@BwsIm Swvmo

(wresryfl@ FULSgTent (seurBls)) &dlsv BT wbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Water Supply and
Estate Infrastructure Facilities Development, I ask for two
weeks’ time to answer that Question.

gamas @ Enm 98Sex B8O Hewlw moxm &
QfdTT W6 10D CYDT (15 BVTSHID FLOTLILGHE HL L DU 111111 .
Question ordered to stand down.

®S; Bendes 0% 391 Bn®)

(oresryfl@ & wohseflsr LTSls salFreri ojeuirdasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No. 6 - 3506/2023 - (2), the Hon. Gevindu
Cumaratunga.
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[6® §OedHredE o¢®g HBFm wrimed Cx¥foc; 88wz
&80 ©8wew &¢d &8s HyOT Hebwmw wo8sY eeler 202Y»O
&go.]

[B)FFB5T1ILIGHY H1ps5  CHFu1d  Int 1 ewLiL T 2 myriLfsvriseir
FVir  FLITWTL_LIGHIOT  WEBESG — UbS/
L@SSwauTgy Corap L eri.]

[At this stage, some Members of the TNA walked into the Well of the
House and created an uproar displaying placards.]

LISTNSEDNS  HTLFLT

@S e8¢ N@ICR® OV

(wrewryll@ Csalbgl @GLTTEIBIS)

(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)

OO0 Bewd®s 05 BninBnd®s, ® 9® yadm 6 ansdo.
0 yEmw O 80 w EEWO evd ewWwd WMIB ¢
yadme. 00 08 ydmews’ g Bedsiesy, 2022 dwede
EPF ¢vod B8w® odew 00mneds’ ovdy o yBamwe
Bwae? & Ded®, ETF deof 8® odew 0dmnedsy 2022
Duede endy el yBanwe Bwe Bw. - [ewls: £50]

OO Bendss w07 8®IsBn®)

(omrevsr i@ Gusseafler Lrds sallFmeri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, now, let the Hon. Leader of the House
answer that Question. - /[Uproar.]

@G BBt (400080) 8 0@LwsIm Swmo

(wresryll@ FLU L sgrent (serBlg)) sdlev LNGTvg wih5)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies, I ask for two weeks’
time to answer that Question. - [Uproar.]

g @ Emnmé 988 800 Hewlw oz GE.
Q]SITTsW6YU 10D CYDT (1§ BIVTEBID FLOT LIS HL L enMUi_11011"1_Fj.
Question ordered to stand down.

OO Bendss w07 88IsB®)

(omrevsr i@ Gupsseflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No. 7 - 3515/2023 - (1), the Hon. Asanka
Navarathna.

OO gesom HOOT B Swmo

(omessTLll@ D FBIG BeuTsenr)

(The Hon. Asanka Navarathna)

©0] Bewdss m0m nrsdndA, @ 9O yadme gusd.
- [eesder 558]

@G BBeg (49086) 838 0@LwsIm Swmo

(wresryll@ FU L ggrent (sevrBlg)) sdlev LNGTvg wih5)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Health, I ask for two
weeks’ time to answer that Question. - /[Uproar.]

g @z Enw 98en’ 5800 Beowiw wom @&
SITTeW6YU 10D CYDIT (1§ BIVTEBID FIOTLILIGHE HL L DUl _11011"1 Fj.
Question ordered to stand down.

0 Berdss w0 8wisBn®)

(omewsr i@ Gussefler Lrdls sallFmeri ojeuidser)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No. 8 - 3522/2023 - (1), the Hon. Uddika
Premarathne. - /Not in the Chamber.]

Question No. 9 - 3644/2023 - (1), the Hon. Vadivel
Suresh. - /Not in the Chamber.]

Question No. 10 - 3663/2023 - (1), the Hon. Lalith
Ellawala.

®5 CES OFRDOE Dz

(omessrLyifl@ 060 sTeLEVT6UEV)

(The Hon. Lalith Ellawala)

®0] Bewd®s 05 wnisBn®B, @ 98 yamw gumds.
- [eedes 558]

@G BBk (390086) 138E 0g@BwsIm Swvmo

(wreTyll@ FLL_sgrent (sevrBls)) &dlsd BT wpHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Sports and Youth
Affairs, I ask for two weeks’ time to answer that

Question. - [Uproar.]

g @z Enwé 988ess K800 Bewlw wmoxm &
aflsrmensy 1om GG BTEBID FOALILNGSES HL L ewerull_ L1’ 1 g.
Question ordered to stand down.

@0 Bendss 0% 891 Bn®)

(wrevrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Second round.

Question No. 4 - 438/2023 - (1), the Hon. Buddhika
Pathirana.

@G 86g®2 B6&Bow dwmno

(wressryflg ef rerwesr ef rdmian)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)

©0T Bewdss m0m 00sBne®B, 0o Jddm sBoes
O n® 005edsT @ OO yEmG W d.

@0 BBt (§00:80) 698F eg@Bwsin Swvmo

(wressryfl@ FLLSgrent (seurBld)) ardlsv BT wbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Health, I ask for two
weeks’ time to answer that Question. - /Uproar.]

g @ Enm 988en’ BEOO Bowlw wmoz» GE.
QfldTTewe) 10D CIDT (5 BTSN FLOTLILIGSEG B 1L eDTUii 11111 1 .
Question ordered to stand down.

SBm woesE 3w qABIBD BOG: SeInd
CaAwls UTL FTeneVsHEBHLD H6Vall (LPeHMEHLOU|LD:
eflurid
NATIONAL SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION SYSTEM: DETAILS

3522/2023

8. ®or Bo@m» BS8Bow Bwmo (00 8w eygdsTm
Wm0 @O/NDO)
(wrewryfl@  efrwwer ofrfman - wreryllE 2 s
UGrwrger Friuims)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe on behalf of the Hon.
Uddika Premarathne)

230825 gRIBRDeesY ey yEm® - (1):

(@) (1) Bemed o® om» 8O0 8890 af HBdwm
23083 9002500 @zMBOTHE;
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asked the Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of National Schools that have so
far been established in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether the programme to establish 1000
National Schools is still being implemented;
and

(iii)  Ifnot, why?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the year in which the Grade 5 Scholarship
Examination was introduced; and

(i) the purpose of introducing the said
examination?
(¢)  Will he further inform this House -

(1)  whether it is accepted that there is a need for
a change in the existing system of
education; and

(i)  if'so, the changes that would be so required?
(d) Ifnot, why?

Eielelcloia1o) 578

@0 BBt (00:80) 98E eg@Bwsinm Swvwmo
(wresryfl@ FULSgrent (seurpls)) &dlsv LNCToMWbHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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582

Gupug wgLUTRT allhusneT FBlensvwnbiseflsd
IiFlswrereney GLBHBEESHTL L Biseflsd BsvevZ)
unemn Y TllSsHTE  BLTSHE ClFevsvLs
uBeuswS HNeUTTT 6TETLIEHSIU|LD;

9,6\wesflev, euauTm BLTEHSF ClFsvslILIBID
aflhLienest Blemevwisigerlssr
TUTENS 16 6THBHEN BT 6TEITLIEN S W|LD;

LG |LIT6dT

Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?

(=)

(ii)

(iif)

@)ibogLiTer ailpLenst BlewevwBisefley GlLHLD
urereTewey g  uPUTL (B  HVBIKHEHS S
VeV
LTSS
6TGITLIEN S IL|LD;

LUTL FTeNeBEhEE  (HBTemLouilsd
CFsvsVLILIBSUM S Mleurym

wg LT (B BHEVBIGET, LITL FTeneOHEHdbS,
masrewoulleid  GuwHESTL L kigsaflanisiEnd
VLG BN D HBTEOLWEYID  LOGILITET
allHLIEH ST BleweLWBIHENST BLTHSIF GlFeveus 6D,

QuBBESTL L BiIsenerd  FTihgl  eurLpdleiTm
WwohHEhEHG  LIrGsFaurdlamend@d  Fopsl
urglliy  ghu@eusns  eui  HyPleurym
6TEITLIEN S IU|LD;

9 Cwesfled, Ybsemaw  wHILITeT  allDLeneT
BlemOWBISDOT  HBEDMIMSDEG — BL6UIGHenD

Guh S TaTaTLILIBILOT 6THTLIENS LD,

Ui @) dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?

@)

3)e1@m6v, 676517

asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(@)
@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

(b)

@

(ii)

(iif)
©

Will he inform this House -

the number of liquor shops that are run in
the Badulla District;

separately, the number of such liquor shops
located in each constituency;

whether he is aware that most of the
aforesaid liquor shops are located in or
close to the plantation areas; and

if so, the number of liquor shops located in
such areas?

Will he further inform this House-

whether he is aware that most of the liquor
shops that are run in the Badulla District are
located close to religious places or schools;

whether he is aware that by location of
liquor shops inside or in the vicinity of
religious places, schools and estates causes
social problems to the people living in
plantation areas and locals; and

whether steps will be taken to remove the
liquor shops that are run in above manner?

If not, why?
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@0 BBt (30028w) y38E eyg@Lwsin Swmo

(wresyll@ #FU_Lggrent (sevrBlg)) sdlev LNGTvg WIHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

©0; Boewdss mm0m ©nsBdnds, ec, ©@&S»
BB w5 HBH yBOTE @@ edNedsy & OO
3B 6O BENC wwinn™ I, - [ewlss HE0]

* eedus On nd» ¢ 8E90:

* ST GBIV eweussLii L aflswr;

* Answer tabled:
(g) (i) oo 144:8.
(i)

Bidele] 23
DeBENCEDE 35
el 12
DYDECE 21
[Cloletiolate 11
PISION 17
sedesd 18
BwEd 05
oD 80O 02

(i) B> goenC Yrenws On) @G HOCOE .
(iv) oo 218,

(a0) (i) o> OFe ey C ©¢5) YOG DCBY FNDOWR
b Bedem 9028 quiedm ¢ y@iew gD@BLEN

00y en BBe®sT vyd Bmys w3 a».

(i) ouesE B898e®2 @wsiom® guBe & wo
20EOEO @B ¢0 ICBCEEO 07y CAD gBS BoIE
Bedex 9028 ¢fedn ¢d y@ren adnsm wdyden
BBy ©wd I By »C am. oo BEg
G0 YOSLMme BIOO S WOYH @BNWIR.
e®® yodwdc acwy wdnm @ownE gaads
Bo1HHE @25%05) Ofesy D100 el DOE e OOwn
OB GR®. 957 BB eBHWS HBOR Drveny,

. BB 5B 5B BO.
. G50 BBG 00w ®@ ©50EDO.

. 08 yelndlsY BB Sedid Hwdco Y& o
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(il)  S2y000 BBHS OB GImsews’ o E BT DIe®s)

@) DO BB 9S8u YPovry & w@aTVewsY
B en s gdms WOWR 8¢ oD CAG.

(q) o e»d.

0 Berdss w0 80sBn®)

(orenryflg Gussallsr Lrds sallareri jsuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Questions under Standing Order 27(2), The Hon.
Anura Dissanayake. - [Uproar.]

®O1 g0 8e305w2% ONmo

(oressTLll @ SBIT HTHTILISS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

®0] Boewddss m0m ©01sBnOB, V@ e® wd
BICHIB WO @LBIB). OO eV W WOBIBY W ©B3. -
[eesder 558]

®O Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFreri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Members, your message has been understood.
We will refer it to the Hon. Speaker and he will refer it to
the Hon. President. - /[Uproar.]

O BB R BB SotsyTFBCSY Soes@dnH® Wm0

(omessTLyfl@ FremTdhdlwest TTeLSS et @)rTFLomentdasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Okay, Sir. But, we need a complete response because
at the District Development Council also, this could not
be resolved.

®S Bewdss 002 eswrsBn®r

(wrevrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, the relevant Minister is not here. -
[Interruption.]1t is understood, Hon. Member.

O BB R BB GotsyTF BB Goes@onm® w0
(orevTLL0l@ FTeRTdhaIWeT TTELEbS TesT @)rTEFLTensildhaib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, the President has given us an assurance that -

®S Bewdss 2002 eswsBn®r

(oressryfl @ Gwosellsr Lrdls sallareri Sjeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

So, the President has already given an assurance. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Member, I am speaking to you. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Leader of the House, - [Uproar.]
Order, please! - [Uproar.] Hon. Rasamanickam, the
message is understood very clearly.

O BB BB GotsyTBSBY Goes@o O Dwmo
(omessTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTELSSTesr @)rraLomentain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, you can give us the assurance -

©C BBt (39D08) 138 0d@BwsIm Swmo

(wresTyfl@ FLLSgrent (sevrBld)) ardlsv NCromwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

@6 Bewdss m0m @sBn®B, - [ewlss HES]
VIO RS ouim. [ewler HEG] @RS
e¥myemd. [eewlz 58]

@0 Beads w0 891sBn®)

(oressyfl @ & woselsr Lrdls salarart ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Allow the Hon. Leader of the House to
speak.

@0 BBeg (§00:80) 98 eg@swsinm Swmo

(wresryfl@ FULSgTent (seurBls)) &dlsv NBTOMWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Rasamanickam, you can understand Sinhala, can
you not? ®0; Bewdes m0m wnsBndA, 0® yame ¢oe
e0xYes’ OHOEW ®0 @Bie@wd. & ed® 2udhs
CCH»OR®IOS 0® yadmw dwesis yooss.
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O BB BRe5T o5y TBOsT Gres@rmm® Swvmo
(oressTfl@ Fremtdhalwest TTeLSSresT @)rTFLomentdasiD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

. ENIBBYO ©80e0sTg e BedmD, 0O 0wd
3RO ®mEST I ¢85 I BwEs. & Ben Ove® IGPO
DO WSR2, Do8@E® @@isreRed @FHOR®ID WS WO
e® o T WO BeIm. [is HEO] I
esimremd. [&rds 550]

@0 BBeg (300280) y38E eyg@Lwsin Swmo

(wrewryll@ FLSgremt] (SevrBld) #dlev LNCTvgWwHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

CrosstalksDE0 wa¥m Ow. - [ewder H58] Wait, wait. |
will refer this to the Secretary to the Ministry of Irrigation
and then ask him to take necessary action.

OO BB BB GotsyTFBCBY Gres@nH® Owmo

(orewrLLll@ FTeRTdHSIWET TTRLES T6sT @) TFLTessildheLD)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

The RPM is already there. So, ask him to send it
officially.

@G BBt (400086) 8E 0g@LwIm Swmo
(wressryll@ FLLsgrent (serBlg)) sdfled LNGTvg wihs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
Okay.

OO Bendss w07 88IsB®)

(omrevr i@ Gupsseflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you.

Hon. Anura Dissanayaka, please raise your Question
under Standing Order 27(2).

®©C 30 Besoznw Owmo

(oressTyLll@ SmIT HeVTHTILISS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

©0] Bewdss m0m wsBn0B, o® g¢dutd s ®
12 VIO &SHBOTD @D Do.

0065080 e BEO 8OITVewWsT,- [P H58]

OS5 G OEEDOE Dwmn
(oreTLLfl@ 06l sTLEVTEUED)
(The Hon. Lalith Ellawala)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

0 Berdss w0 80sBn®)

(orenryflg Gussallar rds sallareri ojauidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

® G OEEIDE Dwm

(omevsrLLl@ V601G 6T6LEVTEUED)

(The Hon. Lalith Ellawala)

OO Bewdess m0m ©BsBRO®R,- [ H58]

®O Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFreri oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ellawala, what is the point of Order?

®5 CES OFEDOE Dz

(omessrLyfl@ 060 sTeLsVT6UEV)

(The Hon. Lalith Ellawala)

D0y YEmwe. Dodm BERS: godwcdsy 8O guwy
y&d5I@,-

®6 Bendss 0% 891 Rn®)

(wrevrfl@ Gupdsefler LNrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

This is not the time to raise Questions of Privilege.
This is Hon. Anura Dissanayaka’s turn to raise his
Question under Standing Order 27(2). Thank you. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Anura Dissanayaka, please raise
your Question.

©0 OFFOSewss

(LomessryLll@ 2 miifleori sp(meuir)

(An Hon. Member)

MDD FOBOSwW HFHO G #@BOdw BEnS
@csin) Q.

®0 Bends 0% 891 Bn®)

(orevrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdls sallgFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Allow the Hon. Member to speak. -
[Interruption.] This is not the time to raise Questions of
Privilege. This is the Hon. Anura Dissanayaka’s turn and
after that, I will allow you to speak. - [Uproar.] Order,
please! This is a warning! Hon. Member, if you do not
allow the Hon. Member to speak, I will ask the officers to
take you out of the House.

®©CL 30 Besnwz Dm0

(oressTyfl@ SmIT SeVTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

8 0F0GsY 928uy WO  wCemed eFns
Bedmrd, o0 Bewdss 0 ©wisBn®A. & Bw ©©
Betesiw qng a@msddws 0w o  @®imsdduno
y@»H0 BRI o 8w @ynB. [@wd HEB] e®ime, ©O
Bowdess m0m wsBndB, &8s e oo Os3Foc sy
yd@dm gm0, D - WCEE 0O yEm Fecmdo.
[@000 550] ydmrw @® wwIede @D, IO B8 €0
0D G OBOS B3y, Coss @@ By . & Beso B
OGS O @D Bedmyda. [@ids 558]

@0 Berdts w0 89rsBn®)

(ressyfl @ & woselsr Lrdls sallarart ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, it is understood.

OO g0 8e3025w82 OWmo

(oressTfl@ SYBIT HewTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

O0T Bewdds 0m 050 BROB, @® yun 8D 0w
BBRO 53On & e on 0m Bw, O
BDIZNEDDS 0® BEICD gdmdw @w I #FHO®
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@® yad» Be8ed® VWO Bedmn. [Gvidsr HES] e®m
osifoGsTed ¢8Bws. Sedvews® BSIFOGIHO Bedn
5 gLENOE »HOB yB» W@ - [@oddr BEO]

0 Bendss w02 8wisBn®)

(oreryflg Guwsseaflsr Nrds salleFreri jauiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Leader of the House.

®G BBt (300086) 8E e@BwsIm Swmo
(wrewryll@ FLSgremnt] (SevrBld) &dlev LNCTvgWwHS)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
@G Bewdes m0m 8sB®B, - [Suidsr HES]

®0 Bewdss 0% e3wsBn®r

(oreryllg Guwssallsr rds sallereri jsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga, the Hon. Leader of the
House has already asked for two weeks’ time for your
Question. - [Interruption.]

@G 8Sg®x B68Bow Bwmo
(wressryfl@ ef rarwesr ef rdmian)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO Bendss 0% 88rIsB®)

(omrevr i@ Gupsseflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe.

@S 86g®s B68Bow Dwmo

(wressryfl@ ef rarwesr ef rdmian)

(The Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe)

©C Bewdds mom wsdnd®s, ydmwew ¢nd® &O
8Eno 280 »E 0¥y HOBDCwWD @Dwsw Beadmdi. ®O
endg ®BICR® OBEDE & vy YW 8O D e¢m®O
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e GeC G OB wwed 83w8? e® ydmw
8¢ 80D Boemd®m ydmwm B, oFmoW egsim.

@5 @®8¢g WBICR® N0

(wressryll@ Casallbgl @LWTrgIbis)

(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)

a8 0ewes’ ydms BesIm ecsimemd. ydme Besim
08 O ecrimemd, ¢t ®wesT.

®C 681 Be®RIBIw @wmo (& 6o §@imsr®o)

(wrewryfl@g  reredls  Awbueoriligw - Bl @rremrmis
O|EDLOFFIT)
(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya - State Minister of
Finance )

©0] Bewdss m0m BwsBndA, OO gpwunm B85 9O
emORJ 13880 MO 8B e ®WE 9ECHD. gud I

CB® 988ur worms, »E oie a8Bwn Beadmdo,
28B005ned BBw an. & Bw deid »E o B0 »OB
neg.

@6 Berds 0% 81rsRn®)

(oressryfl @ & wohseflsr LTdls sallFreri oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga?

@ e8¢ NBICR® BN

(wrevr @ Csaibgl GLTTgIBIS)

(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)

@O0 Bewdss m0m ©wnBnd®s), euddm ablwdm
308eceE mBTundEo, 988 BBOOEO 2022 Dwedl endy
o@ gBanas Bag, YeE d@msrned oCm® #:1nd v
DeED BEBsT wew D0 vy CADY d8dwdm
308ceC B8w® odvw 0dxedsy 2022 Dwedd o & ¢
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DYen wew 20228 00dy 0@ yBane Bwe Beco »O8
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¢TI, 9By 0@ yEmwd B8Eno &0 m»E oxlesy
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Bwwd 29 @» Demed ¢wd e®DIens - [@ids HEO]

®S Bewdsns 002 eswsBn®r

(oressryfl @ Gwosellsr Lrdls sallareri Sjeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you, Hon. Member.

®C] G812 Bw1REIB3w Dm0

(wresstyfl@ reiredld Awibuievmriiligur)

(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya)

®0; Bewdds m0m 0wisdnd®B, Imemd On®
B8EnoS cmennic o® ydmre gunsien’? BERJ ¢53mdr »H®
68 evsiesy ydmw? [0 HE®] 1 @E0® ©w D emdO
288w Beadmd D0 isIn) e CEE OBID.
[P980 BEB] & e3020Gen E®e BOB 9E 1 Bedsiesy. A5y
28 ©8 e¢wBs 0® ydmwed B8End G @,
s EED. [ BES]

@0 Berdts w0 89rsBn®)

(wressryfl @ & woselsr Lrdls sallarart ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. - [Interruption.] Hon. Member, you can
ask the other questions when the Hon. Minister answers
the Question.

The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka.

OC g0 Bessnwm Owmo

(oressTfl@ SYBIT SewTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)
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(wrevryfl@ resredls Fwibuieomdiligur)

(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya)
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(omessTdl@ SYBIT SeVTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)
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(revryfl@ CQsaibgl GLTTSIBIS)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Anura Dissanayaka, the Hon. State Minister now
said that they will provide the Answers during the next
Sitting week.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

We will refer your request to the Hon. Speaker. When
the Hon. Speaker comes, he will review it.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Anura Dissanayaka, I will refer this to the Hon.
Speaker.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Deputy Speaker is there and I will refer it to
him.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Anura Dissanayaka, please raise your Question
under Standing Order 27(2).
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I suspend the Sitting for ten minutes.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC - Minister of Foreign

Affairs)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Leader of the
House of Parliament, I move,



629 208Ee0xInd 630

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the
Parliament, the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day shall be
9.30 am. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.. At 10.30 a.m.,
Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 5.30 p.m.
Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put."

Sir, I amend that Motion and move that we proceed till
6.30 p.m. without the lunch break. Chief Opposition
Whip, is that agreeable?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Yes, thank you.
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(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE CAUSES

FOR FINANCIAL BANKRUPTCY DECLARED BY
THE GOVERNMENT

AND TO REPORT TO PARLIAMENT AND SUBMIT

ITS PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN
THIS REGARD
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Sir, on behalf of the Leader of the House of
Parliament, I move,

"That the time period granted to the Select Committee of
Parliament to Investigate Causes for Financial Bankruptcy Declared
by the Government and to Report to Parliament and Submit its

Proposals and Recommendations in This Regard, as specified in the
Resolutions passed by Parliament on 19th January, 2023 and 06th
June, 2023 be extended up to 18th January, 2024 in terms of
Standing Order 102 of the Parliament, as the Committee needs
further time to report its observations to Parliament."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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DEROGATORY LANGUAGE USED DURING THE DEBATE ON
21.09.2023
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)
Sir, on behalf of the Leader of the House of
Parliament, I move,

"That the Question of Privilege arising out of the matter raised
by the Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, M.P. on 05th October, 2023 in
Parliament to the effect that her Privileges have been infringed, be

referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges in terms of the
provisions of Standing Order 118 of the Parliament."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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organizations have a right to make representations regarding
this Bill.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Madam Presiding Member, today, we have a very
important Debate on the Adjournment Motion presented
by the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. From morning, various
MPs from both sides of the aisle spoke about the brain
drain, presenting various data relating to that. Without
going into great detail, all I can tell you is that that data is
very scary; it is shocking. More than 10,000 professionals
have left the country in the last few years! If you look at
it, it is an increase of about 150 per cent.

The Hon. Sajith Premadasa spoke about the brain
drain scenario in this country and how other countries,
because of our situation, are having a brain gain. Madam,
our people are very intelligent and capable. If they leave
the country and go overseas, within a matter of years,
they start doing very well. We see this in countries such
as Canada, Australia, New Zealand and England. If our
people go overseas, whatever ethnicity they belong to -
they may be Sinhalese, Tamils, Burghers, Malays or
Muslims - they start doing very well. But, why have our
people not done well in this country? I think that is a
fundamental question we must also ask ourselves.

We must also ask why our professionals and their kids
are leaving this country and going overseas. What is the
main cause? Is there one particular reason we can isolate
and say, "This is the cause why they are leaving"? I
listened to some of the speeches made today. Various
MPs from both sides of the aisle, some juniors and some
seniors, gave various reasons for it. My thinking is, our
people - the younger generation, the seniors and the
professionals - leave this country simply because they do
not have any hope in this country any more. They do not
have an iota of hope about their future. If they remain
here, what are they going to do? If they let their kids to
stay on here, what are they going to do? What would be
their future? Could they find a job they would like to do
here after studying so long and so hard? Or would they
have to just make ends meet? Those are the questions that
parents and kids ask today.

What is the cause for this hopelessness? Is it simply
the ailing economy or is it just lack of opportunity? Is it
because of the non-availability of jobs or even if there are

jobs, is it because of the very poor pay? Or is it due to the
increasing cost of living? The gas prices are up; fuel
prices are up; electricity bills are soaring; water bills are
soaring; taxes are being increased; industries are falling
down. Like I mentioned earlier, there is also lack of
employment. Then, the Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne
mentioned about the issues in the health sector. The
health sector is also falling apart.

If you look at the history of this country, the past, in
1971, we had the JVP insurrection; in 1983, the start of
the LTTE and again, a JVP insurrection in 1988-89 and
LTTE atrocities in 1994. So, if we look at the statistics
and the history, we can go on and on mentioning how
things failed in this country at least once in every ten
years. I am not going to delve into that any more, but the
data is there and when you look at it, it is very
depressing.

©C §Roe85006:) OGBS

(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILNGTT Sj6uTderT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

O OwrIm ek nmo

(revrfl@ wwbHe HFTHTISS)

(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

I wish to inform you, Madam Presiding Member, that
I get seven minutes from the time allotted to the Hon.
S.M. Marikkar, and I have a text as well to prove it.

So, Madam Presiding Member, the question is, what
do we need to do? If you look at the "Aswesuma"
programme, it is an utter failure. People were queuing up,
filling up appeals, protesting and asking for relief, but the
Government did not act in time.

At the same time, the Government is bringing in Bills
which are not favourable for democracy or good
governance. If you look at the Online Safety Bill, it is an
anti-social media Bill; ¢5fensi® 8¢ & s 8eddd
sz, So, there is going to be lawlessness and lack of
discipline. I also heard another Member of Parliament
talking about discipline in this country. Madam Presiding
Member, you know that this week, we have been having
"Eval", the Evaluation Week, and you were a member of
the panel discussion today. That was a conference held at
the Galadari Hotel to share expertise from all over the
country and the basic target we wanted to achieve
through "Eval" is to bring in the Evaluation Bill. Madam,
as you know, we were talking about the Evaluation Bill
from 2018. I was the Chairman of the Subcommittee
which drafted that Evaluation Bill. But, unfortunately, for
the last so many years, we have not been able to bring in
that Bill. My thinking is, if you have a proper process for
monitoring and evaluation under a Monitoring and
Evaluation Bill - yes, it is not an answer to all our
problems - as a country which has declared itself
bankrupt, especially in the future when projects are
identified and money is allocated, we can identify
projects which are good and bad for the country.

Madam Presiding Member, you heard the Leader of
the Opposition, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa, declaring his
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support for monitoring and evaluation. So, during this
Evaluation Week, we heard Mr. Sagala Ratnayaka,
representing the Government, declaring that they are for
monitoring and evaluation and also the Leader of
Opposition declaring that he is also for it. We have built
up support in Parliament to present a Monitoring and
Evaluation Bill. However, the problem today is not the
lack of political will, but the senior officers of the Sri
Lanka Administrative Service; they are opposing it. When
you ask them, "Why are you opposing it?", the reason
they give is, "It will create more work for us to do, burden
us further and also the cost will increase". The senior
public servants are building kingdoms around them,
trying to protect their jobs. But what they do not
understand is, what they are committed to do is to protect
this country and the future of this country.

Madam Presiding Member, I do not wish to talk any
further since the time is limited.

DO YR30 TGS

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTEHIGL 2 DILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have four more minutes.

@G Bwrim 8wamnwm Ovmo
(orenTfl@ wwbHs HFTHTISS)
(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)
Okay, Madam.

So, we need to build up cross-party support and
certainly, work together in terms of bringing in good
Bills.

I will also tell you what is wrong with this
Government. It is not a case of lack of political will. The
problem is the President, on principle, wants to liberalize
or open up the economy, but the majority of the
Government MPs in Parliament and those in the Cabinet
do not believe in that. So, where do we go from here?
Will there be another “aragalaya™ 1 pray not, but if
things continue in the same way, if there is no economic
relief and if we are going to have continuous brain drain -
professionals of this country are leaving for greener
pastures - where will all that lead us as a country? So,
what is the solution for this? It is my belief, Madam, that
we must have a new system. We must bring back those
professionals; we must bring in a new set of Members of
Parliament who are committed to change this country
around. If you do not bring about that new situation or
have a new system in place very soon, I think,
unfortunately, another "aragalaya" will start and the
younger generation of this country will have no hope at
all and they all will leave the country. Then, there would
be a very unfortunate situation, but I do believe that this
situation could be changed around, given the proper
political leadership, the proper government leadership and
even proper leadership at the district level. So, it is a
hopeless situation that we have at present.

But, I do live in hope. As my father used to say, a8
edRBEH® WOBIesY, DT B EB5yDD
e e¢simnd. @8 & 0nm gBDSvews®
WD, 0@ efd Jeur qud Beadsies’ e® O 8ndl. gesd

0D SO . YRwNGY ©0 OERBeB, e® 5O
&0 WOens a8 9e8wd v Bum v&midw @cdsf ®0
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Begwd, o0 (pdw) ©ow Sdewdmd ©5IEnen.
QIS0 B8 25 RGBS BedHOo.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake to the Chair?

O 36D BWOD v (gBWSew W DBTVBN®IS

WOGR Coess ¢®imun®o)

(wreryfl@ SUTTS WMWrdeT - Hd wHMID FewDIFTenev

OIVICUVSEIT ()T TEITHIS H|EHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne - State Minister of Justice

and Prison Affairs)

Madam Presiding Member, I propose that the Hon.
Mayantha Dissanayake do now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. (DR.) (MS.) HARINI AMARASURIYA left

the Chair, and THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE took the
Chair.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Presiding Member, please give me an
opportunity to speak. There has been a reference to my
name.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. Member?
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, your time will not be
taken.
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Let us not get into a debate now.
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0; ©538n®o, let us not get into a debate now. Take
this matter up with the Speaker.
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Let us not get into a debate now. [Interruption]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, let us not get into a
debate now.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

D5¥8® Boemd OIEnOB, RIS »Hed Sma
o 00 Baxim S ©® @fdg 398 »Pwed Hoy
emeW. [idr BHECH] DIn® BS onE 0ot
8:08QD OB 36O WOGD WE WICOS

[Geoemned g 888 9o oz GE.]
[y gslrrFers s 1_swartig ysmmLLL (BHerang]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Let us not get into a debate now, please. Hon. (Dr.)
Sarath Weerasekera, please wind up your speech.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
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58@zf]  Hon. Presiding Member, do not take my time
anymore. It is not a point of Order. Do not allow him to
speak.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, I am not going to take your time.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

od ©538n®, you have two minutes left. I will give you
two more minutes after your time.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
You said that I have 31 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

You have two minutes left out of that time. Also, I
will add two extra minutes to it.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I will give you two minutes extra.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your allotted time is up, but I will give
you two more minutes.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

You have been allotted 25 minutes.
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Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) ( Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola)
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(orevTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNGTT Sj6uTaHerT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@07 (8008@) w&» ¢ BEDr @5IE 0.

@0 (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Dwmo
(oressTfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

How much time have I been given, Sir?

©C §Roe8 500 OB ®o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVPLGTHIGD 2 L6 Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Five minutes.

[5.26 p.m.]

@G (80028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(rewrfl@ (HevTHF)) aniag & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Please give me six minutes, Sir.
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©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLSTHIGD 2 L6 Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I order it to be included in Hansard.

@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢ BFDo wmo

(oresstfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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@O o306 BTG ®o

(orenT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 DIILNeTT Sj6uTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your allotted six minutes’ time is up. |
will give you a minute more.

@S (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo
(omrewr i@ (BevrHF) aniag & FAsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Thank you, Sir.
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@D Drews’ OO0 0® mdmes Besim Ovxn.
©B0DD%edsT g endn g¢w & wew »O HO 88 vsIDEIH
5y ®w®»S doctorsEy D¢ evdmD, OV evdnsTesy
. ©¥OHS lawyerser g ©@edmn, BONS e®OdsTesy
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e0dsTesy BW. GERosNdid ©0 OTIEROAB, & Bwo nOB
G8aE dBwm 1158 desiedtn e Gi8sE 8w
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Sir, I appreciate the additional time given.

O §Roe306:8) O E @0

(oressLfl @ BV STHRIGD o ML Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

That was because it was interesting and you made
some good points.

@G (80028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oressrfl@ (HVTHIF) aniag & Hsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Thank you very much, Sir.
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Salary (Per Salary No. of Revenue (Per annum) - At |Revenue (Per annum) - At 100%
Month) Slab Rate |Tax (per month) Employees 70% Compliance Compliance
100,000.00 0% 51,564 0
141,666.67] 41,666.67] 6% 2,500.00 54,992 766,708,546.03 1,095.,297,922.90
183,333.33] 41,666.67] 12% 7,500.00 38,706 2,290,016,445.39 3.271,452,064.84
225,000.00] 41,666.67] 18% 15,000.00. 26,316 3,471,336,259.60 4,959,051,799.43
266,666.67| 41,666.67] 24% 25.000.00 16,030 3,779,770,361.56 5.399.671,945.09
308,333.33] 41,666.67] 30% 37.500.00 11,763 4,359,582,684.98 6,227.975,264.26
. 350,000.00] 41,666.67] 36% 52,500.00 8,231 4,402,800,706.88 6,289,715,295.54
Above 350,000 36% 52,500.00 35,120 105,839,510,947.24 151,199,301,353.20
Total Revenue 124,909,725,951.69 178,442,465,645.26

Source: Inland Revenue Department Calculation

The summary of revenue generated from the new tax proposals are as follows:

Tax Salary Monthly Revenue (Per Annum) 70% Revenue (Per Annum) 100%
Description Rates Slabs Threshold Compliance Compliance
Current Tax Structure (2023)  |6%-36% 41,667|> LKR 100 000 124,909,725,951.69 178,442,465,645.26
Scenario 1 2% -36% 41,667|> LKR 100 000 121,047,762.163.90 172,925.374,519.86
Scenario 2 6% -24% 50,000{> LKR 100 000 83,038,746,199 118,626,780,284.29
Scenario 3 (Surcharge of 15% - |6% -
tax on tax) 24% 50,000/> LKR 100 000 91,159,754,929 130,228,221,326.93

Detailed Breakdown of New Proposals

e The below-proposed tax structures, not only ease the tax burden whilst ensuring the revenue target for PAYE is met but also have the
potential to increase voluntary compliance through the PIT via the lower tax rates.

——
6/ v

Salhry (Per Tax }per Revenue (Per annum) - At Revemfe (Per annum) - At 1007
Month) Slab Rate |month) No. of Employees |70% Compliance Compliance
100,000.00 0% 51,564 0 0.00
141,666.67| 41,666.67 2% 833.33 54,992 549,920,043.99 785.600,062.84
183,333.33] 41,666.67 6% 3,333.33 38,706 1,548,240,123.86 2,211,771,605.51
225,000.00] 41,666.67] 12% 8,333.33 26,316 2,631,600,210.53 3,759,428.872.19
266.666.67| 41,666.67| 18% 15,833.33 16,030 3.045,700,243.66 4,351,000,348.09
308,333.33] 41,666.67| 24% 25,833.34 11,763 3,646,530,291.72 5,209,328,988.17
350,000.00] 41,666.67] 30% 38,333.34 8,231 3,786,260,302.90 5,408,943,289.86
Above 350,000 36% 52,500.00 35,120 105,839,510,947.24 151,199,301,353.20
Total Revenue 242,722 121,047,762,163.90 172,925,374,519.86

Source- Estimates calculated by COPF based on information given by the Inland Revenue Department

PAYE Details

Salary (Per Salary Rat |Tax (per No. of Revenue (Per annum) - At 70% Revenue (Per annum) - At 100%

Month) Slab e month) Employees Compliance Compliance
100,000 g 51,564 0
150,000 50,000 6% 3,000 63,247 2.276.,892.000 3.252.702.857.14
200,000 50,000 10% 8,000 42,459 4,076,064,000 5,822,948,571.43
250,000 50,000] 14% 15,000 24,779 4.460,220,000 6,371,742,857.14
300,000 50,000{ 16% 23,000 15,413 4,253,988,000 6,077,125,714.29
350,000 50,000 18% 32,000 10,140 3.893,760.000 5,562,514,285.71
400,000 50,000 20% 42,000 6,843 3,448,872,000 4,926,960,000.00
450,000 50,000 22% 53,000 5289, 3,327,552,000 4,753,645,714.29
500,000 50,000 24% 65,000 4,053 3,161,340,000 4,516,200,000.00

Above 500,000 |- bl wom 54.140,058.1 77.342.940.284.29

ITotal Revenue 83,038,746,199 118,626,780,284.29

Source: Estimates calculated by COPF based on information given by the Inland Revenue Department.

734



735 2023 aFendas 06 736

PAYE Details
Tax Surch | Total Cumulative

Salary (Per (per Tax per Revenue (Per arge |Revenue - At 70% [Revenue (Per annum) -

Month) Salary Slab |Rate |month) [slab No. of Employees |annum) Rate |Compliance At 100% Compliance
100,000 51,564
150,000 50,000] 6%]| 3,000 3,000 63,247 2,276,892,000] 0% 2,276,892,000 3,252,702,857.14
200,000 50,000] 10%| 8,000 5,000 42,459 4,076,064,000] 0% 4,076,064,000 5,822,948,571.43
250,000 50,000 14%]| 15,000 7,000 24,779 4,460,220,000)1 0% 4,460,220,000 6,371,742,857.14
300,000 50,000 16%| 23,000 8,000 15,413 4,253,988,000] 0% 4,253,988,000 6,077,125,714.29
350,000 50,000| 18%]| 32,000 9,000 10,140 3,893,760,000f 0% 3,893,760,000 5,562,514,285.71
400,000 50,000 20%| 42,000] 10,000 6,843 3,448 872,000 0% 3,448,872,000 4,926,960,000.00
450,000 50,000 22%| 53,000] 11,000 5282 3,327,552,000f 0% 3,327,552,000 4,753,645,714.29
500,000 50,000 24%| 65,0001 12,000 4,053 3,161,340,000f 0% 3,161,340,000 4,516,200,000.00

Above L

500,000 237,556| 24%|- 18,992]  54,140,058,199| 15%| 8,121,008,729.85 11,601,441,042.64

Total

Revenue - 83,038,746,199 91,159,754,929 130,228,221,326.93

Source: Estimates calculated by COPF based on information given by the Inland Revenue Department.

Please note that the surcharge tax is a tax on tax. In this scenario we have considered a surcharge of 15%.

Justification for the 15%
Surcharge - Is that it is an average
cumulative surcharge

Surcharge Salary Brackets Proposed Surcharge
500000-750000 -

750000-1000000 10%
Imn-1.25 mn 15%
1.25 and above 20%
Average Surcharge 15.00%

Bonus: Policy Recommendations

e Further I propose an additional revenue source to compensate for any revenue loss.
® An estimated revenue of LKR 60 Bn can be sourced if tax collection mechanisms improve for the Excise tax.

Annexure 1

a) The alternative tax structures were calculated based on the following assumptions:

1. Total Revenue = Tax per month*No of employees per salary band*12.

2. The total revenue for the salary scale above LKR 500,000 in Scenario 2 and 3 is taken as a given as per data provided from the
IRD, calculated based on an individual data point level.

3. The maximum PAYE revenue for each salary bracket is considered, excluding the current tax structure.
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Hon. Member, you have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up now.
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(The Hon. M. Udayakumar)

Sir, give me a few seconds more. I am just winding

up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, there are three more speakers. Please,
wind up now.
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(The Hon. M. Udayakumar)

Sir, I am winding up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan
Jayawardhana. Hon. Member, you have about four
minutes. Kindly, wind up within that time because we
have to finish at 6.30 p.m.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon B. Y. G. Rathnasekara)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only three minutes,
unfortunately.

®» 8.08.8. s¥mesms Dvmo

(wressryll@ 1F.emeu.of. réarCasiar)

(The Hon B. Y. G. Rathnasekara)
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(The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura - State Minister of

Provincial Councils and Local Government)
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.30 p.m. until 9.30
a.m. on Tuesday, 17th October, 2023.
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The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-
Law, Minister of Education has requested for two weeks'
time to reply to Question No. 3678/2023 raised by the
Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya appearing in today's
Order Paper.
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