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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Tiran Alles - Minister of Public Security)
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, Attorney-at-Law

- State Minister of Agriculture)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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EMPLOYEES OF CENTRAL CULTURAL FUND: POLITICAL
VICTIMIZATION
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether investigations  have  been
commenced regarding the employees of the
Central Cultural Fund who were victims of
political vengeance after 2015;

(it)  if so, according to those investigations, the
number of employees who have been given
relief so far; and

(iii)  whether the employees, who have not yet
been given relief, would be given such
relief in the future?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka -
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KANTALE BASE HOSPITAL: CADRE AND VACANCIES
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asked the Minister of Health :
(a)  Will he inform this House separately -

(i) the approved cadre for the Kantale Base
Hospital in Trincomalee District as well as
the cadre currently employed there;

(i) the number of doctors and nurses working
in that hospital, according to their language
of communication; and

(b) Will he also inform this House of the measures
taken to fill the existing vacancies in the above
hospital?

(C) Ifnot, why?

208Ee®xsInd 1914

@6 (e00es) Cedd 88dem Dumn (eweds g@imxs 3w
D8I ¢@omnsn )
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Health and
Minister of Industries)
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Cadre Information Base Hospital Kantale
Category Name Total In
approved | position

Medical Administrator (Deputy 1 1
Grade)
Medical Consultant 12
Dental Surgeon 3 2
Medical Officer 70 50
Accountant 1 1
Special Grade Nursing Officer 2 2
Administrative Officer 1 1
Nutritionist 1
Nursing Sister/Master 7
Nursing Officer 138 137
Medical Laboratory Technologist 6 4
Pharmacist 10 11
Physiotherapist 1 1
Radiographer
Ophthalmic Technologist 2 2
Family Health Officer 16 16
Medical Record Assistant 1
Development Officer 7 10
Dispenser 2
Electro Cardiographer 2 2
Public Health Management Assistant 15 13
Diet Stewards 2 1
House Warden 1 0
TB Assistant (MNI) 0 1
Ward Clerk 2 1
Health Driver 8 6
Hospital Overseer 4 3
Attendant 56 54
Cooks 3 2
Health Laboratory Aide 1
Seamstress/Sewing Operator 1
Telephone Operator 3
Health Service Assistant (Ordinary) 60 24
Health Service Assistant (Junior) 60 87
Sub total 503 447
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of governmet schools in Sri
Lanka;

(i) the number of schools with principals in
Principals’ Service and acting principals in
the said schools, separately; and

2023 ezx%0@a8 10 1920

(iii) the number of schools with acting
principals by province, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether there is a procedure to absorb the
acting principals into the Sri Lanka
Principals’ Service;

(ii) if so, the measures taken so far;

(iii)  whether competitive examinations will be
conducted to select the deserving
candidates in filling the vacancies in the
post of principal; and

(iv) if so, the dates on which the competitive
examinations will be held?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation:

(@) Is he aware that -
(1) invasive aquatic plants have grown in many
tanks in Sri Lanka currently; and

(i) the tanks have got filled due to organic
sediments that get deposited in the river
beds when these plants decay?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is any programme to remove
the invasive plants in the above tanks;

(i) the programme which is implemented to
renovate the tanks which have got filled by
now; and
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(iii)  whether a programme will be formulated in
collaboration with the Farmers’
Associations to eradicate the invasive
plants that grow in tanks?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the steps that have been taken to protect the
tank reservations and the dams; and

(i)  whether steps will be taken in collaboration
with the public to protect tanks?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe - Minister of Sports and
Youth Affairs and Minister of Irrigation)
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(=1) @sirGmed, eysir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:

Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

whether he is aware that the Agriculture
Instructor of Kundasale sought the approval
of the Ministry of Agriculture in 2018 to
prepare a suitable programme for the
production of vegetable seeds in
greenhouses as a solution to the problems
arising in the production of vegetable seeds
due to weather changes in each cultivation
season in Sri Lanka;

the action taken by now in that regard;

whether it is expected to get the
involvement of the greenhouses owned by
the private sector in the above programme;
and

if so, the methodology adopted in getting
the involvement of the aforesaid
greenhouses in the programme mentioned
above?

If not , why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware of the fact that a large
number of new inventions have been made
to enable alternative energy consumption
owing to the shortage of gas and the
skyrocketing of gas price;

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that foreign
exchange on gas imports could be saved by
promoting the above inventions; and
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(iii)  the steps taken as of now to encourage the
inventors and the consumers of the above
inventions, separately?

(b)  If not, why?
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( @) @eiGpev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

(i) the main livelihood of the majority of
people living in 20 Grama Niladhari
divisions in the Vengala Chettikulama
Divisional Secretary’s Division in the
District of Vavuniya is agriculture;

(i) the above farmers face numerous
difficulties in accessing the relevant
Agrarian Services Centre and obtaining its
services as the area of the Vengala
Chettikulama  Divisional  Secretary’s
Division is too large; and

(iii) farmers residing in some villages of

Vengala Chettikulama have to travel as

long as 40 kilometers to the Agrarian

Services Centre in order to obtain their

agrarian services?

Will he inform this House whether steps would be
taken to establish a new Agrarian Services Centre
for the farmers residing in the Vengala
Chettikulama area to obtain agrarian services?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries:

(@)  Will he inform this House of the -

(i) number of rice research institutes in Sri
Lanka;

(if) areas where the said institutes are located;

(iii)  different varieties of rice
each research institute; and

introduced by

(iv) recommended cultivation areas for each of
these rice varieties?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Bill accordingly read a Second time, and allocated by THE HON.

SPEAKER to the Legislative Standing Committee under Standing Order
5303).
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The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Thank you, Hon. Speaker.

Last Wednesday, Sir, the Committee on Ethics and
Privileges met and it was to discuss a referral by you
regarding a matter raised by the Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer
Markar with regard to a possible breach of his Privileges
due to the Private Members’ Bills he had submitted not
being taken up and another Private Members’ Bill on the
same subject submitted by another Hon. Member
subsequently being taken up, overtaking his. So, when the
matter was heard, it was the Chairman of the Committee,
the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, former Speaker, who
immediately asked for the consent of the other Hon.
Members who were present to write to you and ask that
until such time the Ethics and Privileges Committee’s
hearing of this particular Hon. Member’s matter and its
determination are finalized, not to proceed with the other
Member's Bill on that same subject, Sir.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

It has not yet been communicated to me, I should tell
you. - [Interruption.]
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Yes, Hon. Ponnambalam?
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Sir, in that case, I am stating it with responsibility.
There are also other Members of that Committee here.
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It is okay.
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Sir, kindly defer this Bill.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Only the Committee on Parliamentary Business is
authorized to decide on those matters, not the Committee
on Ethics and Privileges. The Committee on Ethics and
Privileges cannot advance or delay any Bill being taken
up in the House.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order. Again, I am raising this
issue under Standing Order No. 47, which states, I quote:

“47. (1)  The question shall be put by the Speaker and the votes

may be taken by voices, ‘Ayes’ and ‘Noes’, and the
result may be declared by the Speaker.

(2)  Any Member who is not agreeable with the decision of
the Speaker may call for a division for a vote to be
taken in any of the following methods as may be
determined by the Speaker. In such case the division
bells shall be rung for five minutes and thereafter -

(a) a division shall be taken by counting the
Members row by Tow, ................. ;

(b) a division shall be taken by the use of the
electronic vote recorder. The Members shall
press the appropriate button to indicate the
decision of such Members within the time period
allowed by the Speaker;”

Sir, I am bringing this up because yesterday, in
violation of the Standing Orders, a Vote was not taken. |
must make a correction here that any Member of
Parliament can ask for a Vote. If a leader of a party brings
in a proposal, that does not mean that everybody is
obliged to follow that and say there is no need for a Vote.
There can be a dissenting vote. Any Member can actually
ask for a Vote and the Vote should be given. It is very
unfortunate that the
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had violated the Standing Orders of the House,
particularly on a Resolution which he agreed to call the
Committee on Parliamentary Business to discuss and put
it on the Order of Business. Therefore, we are very
disappointed by this and it erodes confidence in the
office of the Speaker.
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Our demands are as follows, I quote:

“1. We demand the world, the key role players of the global
politics to look at the root-cause of the issue of the
Mediterranean region and to find ways of practical actions to
treat this problem immediately by implementing the right and
genuine solution of creating and recognizing the independent
and sovereign State of Palestine of 1967 Borders with East
Jerusalem as its capital. This will be the only way to achieve
stability and a justifiable peace in the region and the world must
act to ensure that Israel must accept the same.

2. We demand to stop the war immediately and to come to the
table of negotiations to fulfil the stressing need to implement
the universally agreed Resolutions, the international laws and
the decisions made in this regard. The international community
to fulfil their obligations to the maximum level to support the
creation of the Independent State of Palestine.

3. Israel should be held accountable under international laws and
the universal humanitarian regulations for the blatant war
crimes that they commit now and before alike.

4. As Members of Sri Lankan Parliament, we appeal the United
Nations and all its agencies, international community, all
governmental and civil institutions, NGOs, INGOs and all civic
-minded citizens of the world, those who love and seek peace in
the world to swiftly act by taking necessary steps to be imposed
on Israel to stop its onslaught oppressions and aggressions
against the people of Palestine.

S. ‘We humbly appeal to the western countries especially the three
Permanent members of the UN Security Council USA, UK and
France to stop supporting Israel and apply fair play in keeping
with international law without hypocrisy and double standard.

This is the time to be honest and genuine, especially when it
comes to dealing with human values, human rights for people
to live in dignity and peace."

Sir, the letter that had been sent in this regard to the
UN Secretary-General had been signed by more than two-
thirds of the Members of this Parliament, which adds up
to 156 Members, comprising of former Presidents the
Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa and the Hon. Maithreepala
Sirisena, the Leader of the Opposition Hon. Sajith
Premadasa and prominent leaders and Hon. Members
from various other political parties.

We stand for the truth and may justice prevail!

Thank you.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, I am thankful and happy that
my good Friend the Hon. Dilan Perera is present here
when I am speaking because he is the Chairman of the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Reconciliation and
National Unity.

Sir, I wish to bring to the notice of this House an
incident that took place on the 05" of November, last
Sunday. A group of students from the Jaffna University
travelled overnight to Batticaloa District to support some
livestock farmers protesting with regard to the grazing
lands in Mailaththamadu and Madhavanai as they are
unable to use those grazing lands to feed nearly 300,000
cattle because of illegal settlements; corn cultivators from
the Polonnarurwa District have been allowed to settle in
those grazing lands. As a result, there is a conflict that is
going on and those livestock farmers have been
protesting for almost a month now. So, those students had
come down from Jaffna and joined the protest. It was a
token protest. They had joined the protest right through
the morning and had decided to carry out a small
procession. The police were also present. When those
students had decided to carry out a small procession, the
OIC of the Sandiweli Police Station was also present and
had cooperated in guiding the students in that procession.
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The police had given advice that the students must not
block the road. So, they were only on one side of the road,
very methodically carried on the procession for a few
minutes and thereafter, had broken up very peacefully and
non-violently. There was no traffic at that time also. So,
they had broken up, had had some cool drinks, had shared
it with the police and eventually got into the bus and left
to go to Jaffna. Several minutes after they had left, about
10 to 15 minutes afterwards, they found that the police
were chasing after them. The police had chased after
them, stopped them and went on to arrest six individuals
saying that they had carried out an illegal procession
without permission.

Hon. Presiding Member, we all know of the provision
with regard to having to inform the police in advance for
a procession to take place. But, by not doing that, it does
not become an illegality. The reason why they ask to
inform the police in advance is simply because the police
can then regulate traffic, if, in case, there is going to be a
traffic jam. That is the reason, not to inconvenience the
public. But, the police were already present at that protest.
So, there was no question of them not knowing in
advance. The Traffic Police were also present and, in fact,
they cooperated. Then, why is it that, after this procession
was done, the students were suddenly chased behind and
eventually arrested? I tell you, Hon. Presiding Member, it
was because of the senior officials of the Batticaloa Police
Station. SSP Amal Edirimanna was the chief culprit. It
was he who had put pressure on the Sandiweli Police to
arrest them as he had been, in turn, put political pressure
because nobody wants Mailaththamadu and Madhavanai
cattle farmers to succeed in their protest; they want to
weaken them. As a result, they do not want others coming
from outside districts to help these protestors and
strengthen them.

Now, Sir, I want to ask this. Those students were
arrested and were kept overnight. It was only
subsequently that they were released on bail. So, is what
the students did an offense? Is that something for which
you arrest those students? Do students not have the right
to protest? Is it not freedom of speech that is being
violated? So, how on earth, Sir, would you expect the
Tamil people to stay silent when they are being battered
by various ways in which their rights are being denied to
them? How can those farmers exist in today’s economic
situation, if they are not able to graze their cattle in those
lands? They have not been able to use those grazing lands
for months now because of fear; the army and the police
threaten them and they fear for their lives. Their cattle are
being destroyed; grenades are put in the mouths of cattle
and are being destroyed! There is evidence of that all over
the place. So, why is this happening, Sir?

In the same district, you have a Buddhist monk,
Venerable Ampitiye Sumanarathana Thero, who threatens
to cut Tamils into pieces! But, nothing is done in that
regard. Carrying out a peaceful procession with the help
of the police is a crime, but when a monk threatens to cut
Tamils into pieces, being violent not only to the police,
but to government officials, the general public and the

Tamil people, nothing happens! So, how on earth would
you think that this country is going to reach
reconciliation? How on earth would that happen? And it
is in this police that you are asking us to repose our trust
in order to get justice. For God’s sake, Sir, this is the
reality to which this House has to wake up.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

When we talk about these things, it is "jathivadaya",
when we talk about these things, they say we only talk
about Tamil matters and that we are not interested in
anything else. How on earth could we talk about anything
else when this is our daily existence? So, I kindly ask
you, Sir, as the Hon. Member who has been presiding
whilst I raised that issue, the Hon. Dilan Perera and the
Hon. State Minister of Justice and Prison Affairs to take
this matter up. This is completely unacceptable and at
least now, open your eyes to the reality that we face on a
daily basis. Thank you, Sir.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha.]
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Considered further in Committee. -

[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 6 to 9 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 10, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 11 to 25 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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I am going to wind up, Sir.

sTaorGou, @b el wib FOUBSOTHS &TEHBTETESTH
Wyemeu  rFTHIED  sT(hHHHCauaT(HID. sTHTeUmL  aurey
Crveisgll L gl by jRIuVSGIHESAT BF D%
sUuL. CousrHrsalhhsred, ysharer penmuiled Fifluwires
allgsslsv @)sewer emdlullhss CouasrBld. HIGLITSISTET
|Gl FTrHFWDTEH6WeT HTedT HLoLSlSTECM6IT. GMIILITS, 6TIOG)
wpevedld CaAwsslemienw Cueweu LMHP], wpewedlibgssT 6 (H
soofls Calwiors @)bs BTL 1960 UTPEMTTHST 6T6dTLS LIHM)
1990s6eflpid M, @)eirmid &M, BrBiIGeT HHewerrd Fiflwimesr
allgsaleL  sTHSHIF OFvursgHISTET  @etTm  (pervedlid

sefleeww Ulrsfewest urmpswrs GpTdHsLiu@eusmnesmeT
STINILTGD.  @smaTer FHieweuds  GarpdsGauer(HIb
eTedTLIgGl @ TG LTl uTidssiiu@beugsens. FieuGgheid
QlerfHurerelsT® Fieweuds CaETOLUUSTS &) (HHSTID,
YBETIL  udlieweud QETOUUSTS @) HHSTID S
Vel sEHEGHL  CETHGSLILL CeushT(HID  6T6ITLIS DS T6sT
uAWd 2 eNTTLILIL TEDIDEHHTET HTTETLD, (LPeVedID FeLpdsid
@mig 9m sofls CaFlwid  eTeTUmS @) BIG6iT6ToUT ST,
BHWMOVHLOHET 6T(HSHGIF CIFTEVOTEDLOWITEGHLD.

2001 e spevGerallsd @)L bGLHD OIBHTL Lq6D
wpevedlibssit  @)Big @) Am gmlLib  eTeiTUsnG BTG
TMMISEHTeTCLTD.  eTeGeu, (PeedlidD  FepaGSlaIenL i1
SHEMVMEONTS @) (hdbEledsTD BTup @sHEGL  Curmiliyd
QFTeLVBeUIT(HID 6THTLINGF Frl_1qdhbTL L ol (HLdLjsslesTGmedr.
oTeor@ou, HweyGFig BTD @)bs HreEThsssL b Cslderm
allLwib  eTTamCloussTDTS), 2 L aTigirs  (@B)SMHBTOTCHTT
Sy ewentd @G Wwallewer Blwllss Ceuasr(hd sTETMISTET. igi
WTSB T, Hbd EHEEHEHSETET el FH &Ml Ssluiled
ouypBIsliLL GeuastBHd. eueurm  BagLr®h  eupmISLILI{
HTpCUTHI, STMI [BEIGL. LTS LDEHEHEHDBG 6T6UGETE
Qaremsullensts  CarHSETECarr  HHewL (Lpew D ullensst
wrppl,  QSTPBEHGTD  BOLPODF @GP LHOID
QumrpLlseflesr  aflemeveurdser  6TeLVTEUHEDDUJLD  [hBISET
FHUaTSS M6 sTeTer CouswT(Ib. e  WPHSWIDTE WTTTeug)
PHAUBSG TRSTUZ @M ofQ) GBHITL feuiTHEhsE
sy Cuhmid eupBis WIgwTEH eTTDOESTH  BlLbHSewest
allFssliubeusrs  proser PSlarGorid. @& Wsl
HewypwrearQasrm el wwrgw. 33 sumLBisear swg CFThg
surpellL_nisewer B)phgl & D Sl LU L 0dE6T HThidsT
Anissflpisas CFidgs eweauss USTHBD @ @LGpenFenild
S 1QOTTVIn L SeUTHEHSHG BTGy CunDDLilsVens  6T6TMY
QeFTLeus D@ THBBeuTi HYrFrhiIsSSHEGL 2 fenwulsVens.
16T &1y QuHmID 6T6dTLIG) (LPsVeIID  LDGBEHD:E, 6MLPHIE&HTD
FYIME H6V6V. G| (PeVsOID L0hEHEHEHBTET 2 flewLd 6TTLIENS
IbSHS  SIFTBISEBIGHT  allenBiHlsCETsTer  Geusisr(HID.
19903)6v QeuallGupmriu’ L wpewedid wahseflenient_w @)L m
sewer  (PhBwSGulILBSS e HbhS  G)LmissT
O|OUTSHEHSE euLpmISLILIL Geussst(BHILD.

OO e300 OB E @0

(oressLfl @ HeeVeLSTHRIGD o M6t Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©C OB, VAN WEW §DImE.

@0 9e5.90.898. vadd Owmn
(LomessTLyL8@ 6T6VV.6TLD.6TLD. (LpETVEVTLI)
(The Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff)

I am going to wind up now.
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Resettlement of Protracted IDPs of the Northern
Province:

Muslim people forcibly evicted from the Northern
Province in 1990 have now been gradually resettled in
their places of origin in all five districts.

Further, most of the displaced persons settled in
Puttalam District, who were given a deadline in 2018 to
return to their original places, have returned within the
time frame. Thus, as of today, there are no more
protracted IDPs to be resettled in the Northern Province.
This fact is confirmed by all the five District Secretaries
of the Northern Province and also by the District
Secretary of Puttalam.

A report obtained from the Director, Resettlement
Division of the Ministry of Urban Development and
Housing is annexed with the details of (a) resettled
families and (b) families to be resettled with the housing
requirement in the Northern Province. However, it is
noteworthy that some of the displaced Muslim persons
have permanently settled in the Puttalam District.

With regard to the land gazetted as forest and wildlife
reserves in 2012 as mentioned in the Motion, the Hon.
President has directed at the meetings held on
reconciliation matters to consider the release of reserved
land based on the 1985 maps. Following Cabinet approval
- Cabinet Paper No. 23/1090/613/008, dated 2023.06.08 -
a series of discussions was arranged with the relevant
officers at the district level to identify the areas
reconsidered for release. Similarly, a discussion was held
on 19.08.2023 in Mannar District with the Chairman of
the DCC, Hon. K. Kader Masthan, MP, where the Hon.
Rishad Bathiudeen, MP was also present.

It was agreed to have a special meeting for Musali GN
Division which includes the villages Marichchikkatti,
Karadikkuli and Palaikkuli, as mentioned by the Hon.
Rishad Bathiudeen in his Adjournment Motion, in order
to review the areas gazetted and consider their release on
the basis of the justification of their settlement and other
livelihood activities. A table with details is given below:

208Ee®xsInd

2110
No | GN Division Location and Area | Reason for
Name Details (Ac) | release
1 Palaikkuli Palaikkuli 475 | Agriculture
WD-31 Kath- (Private and
thankandal Government
Viyadikualm Permit land)
2 Marichchikkatti | Pappankulam 182 | Agriculture
WD 30 (Private and
Government
Permit land)
3 Mullikulam Mullikulam 450 | Agriculture
9 Paraveli (Private and
Thanakkanku- Government
lam Permit land)
Total 1107

According to the Divisional Secretary, Musali, 484
LDO permits have been issued to the resettled families
from 2009 and 4,806 houses have been provided for the
families from 2009 to 2021. However, there is a need to
provide 401 houses. Further, 621 families have been
identified as landless.

The Divisional Coordinating Committee will
recommend this requirement to the DCC with
justification to be considered under the proposed housing
scheme and degazetting of land identified from the forest
and wildlife areas. The reports from the DS, Musali are
also given as Annexes.

The Motion moved by Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen and
seconded by the Hon. H. M. M. Harees will be referred to
the Hon. President to appoint a Presidential Commission
to look into those issues and address them.

Sir, I table* all the Annexes attached to this reply.

Thank you.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.55 p.m. until 12.00
noon on Monday, 13th November, 2023, pursuant to the
Resolution of Parliament of this Day.

* gedmmed mds ¢o.
* mrellewsiSBle) sweudsLILL (Barangy.
* Placed in the Library.
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