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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE]
in the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, "Chandrayaan-3" is the third
Indian lunar exploration mission under the Indian Space
Research Organisation's Chandrayaan Programme. It
consists of a lander named "Vikram" and a rover named
"Pragyan", similar to those of the Chandrayaan-2 mission.
The propulsion module carried the lander and rover
configuration to lunar orbit in preparation for a powered
descent by the lander.

Chandrayaan-3 was launched on 14" of July, 2023.
The lander and the rover landed near the lunar south pole
region on 23" of August, 2023, making India the first
country to successfully land a spacecraft near the lunar
south pole and the fourth country to soft-land on the
moon.

As a member country of the SAARC Region and a
South Asian country, we are all proud of this magnificent
achievement by India, the Indian Government and the
people of India. So, let all of us congratulate them on this
massive achievement.
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(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera - Minister of Power and

Energy)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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been recovered, out of the loans granted
during the aforesaid period of time;

(iv) whether legal action has been taken to
recover the said loans; and

(v) the amount of loans that has been written
off as bad debts, out of the loans mentioned
in (iii) above?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
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(b)

Will he inform this House -
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(ii)

(iii)

whether  post-harvest losses  during
transportation and sale of the vegetables and
fruits produced in the Central Province have
been reckoned;

if so, the financial loss as well as the loss of
quantity, separately; and

the courses of action that have been taken to
prevent possible post-harvest losses in the
future?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

() whether any damage has been done to the
property of the Department of Irrigation
during the period 1988-1989;

(i) if so, what is the nature of the damages
caused;

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the total number of post offices established
in Sri Lanka;
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(ii) out of the aforesaid number of post offices,
the number of sub-post offices;

(iii) the name of the province that has the
highest number of post offices;

(iv) the total number of employees employed in
the Department of Posts; and

(v) the number of substitute, casual and
contract employees working in that
Department, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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CEYLON PETROLEUM CORPORATION: IRREGULARITIES IN

ORDERING OIL
1716/2023
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

whether he is aware that a large-scale oil
racket is being carried out by changing the
invoices related to fuel orders with the
direct involvement of the Distribution
Division, Operations Division and the
Order Division of the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation;

if so, whether an investigation has been
conducted in that regard; and

(b)

(iif)

1196

the action that will be taken for strict
enforcement of the law against the persons
involved in the aforesaid racket?

If not, why ?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of National Schools established
in Sri Lanka;

(i) the number of non-academic staff serving
in the National Schools;

(iii)) whether he is aware of the fact that the
transfers requested by the majority of those
employees have not been granted up to
now; and

(iv) the measures taken to transfer those
employees under a proper scheme?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Urban Development and
Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether surveys in regard to the coastal
zone of Sri Lanka have been completed,;
and

(ii) the extent of land belonging to the Coast
Conservation and Coastal Resource
Management Department, in hectares?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether coast conservation projects have
been awarded to the private sector;

(it)  if so, the locations where such projects will
be carried out; and
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(iii) the procedure adopted in awarding
aforesaid projects to the private sector?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of licenced legal liquor outlets
in Sri Lanka, according to each district,
separately;
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(if) the number of legal restaurants with liquor
licences;

(iii)  the annual revenue earned through the
liquor licences issued by now; and

(iv)  the number of new liquor licences due to be
issued in future?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1)  the number of rooftop solar panels currently
available in Sri Lanka;

(if) the contribution of aforesaid panels to the
National Grid from 2018 to date;

(iii) the amount that the Ceylon Electricity
Board should settle to the rooftop solar
panel owners, by now;

(iv) the steps to be taken for the prompt
payment of aforesaid amount; and

(v) the measures that are being taken to

promote renewable energy sources?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Minister, does this cover malpractices in
awarding TV rights?
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Anything. If you have earned something which you
cannot justify that you earned through legitimate means,
that is an offence, that is corruption.
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Then, the Minister can act upon it. Is it?
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Yes, the Minister has to act upon it. Then, he has the
power and he will have to exercise that power.

In addition to that, Sir, I would like to say that I
glanced through the Report that has been submitted by
Justice K.T. Chitrasiri, retired Supreme Court Judge.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Presiding Member, I am pleased to follow my
Colleague, President’s Counsel Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms, who made some important
observations on the current state of affairs in the Sri
Lanka Cricket and the way in which we could bring in
some remedial measures. Also, I must thank my
Colleague, the Hon. Kumara Welgama, for having
permitted me to speak ahead of him, though his turn is
next. So, my thanks are due to him for that
accommodation.

Having said that, initially, I want to pay tribute to two
important cricketing personalities who passed away
recently from amongst us. One is, the late Mr. A.C.M.
Lafir. Many in this country may not know about his
records in the cricketing field. He was somebody who
had, perhaps, had almost a Don Bradman-like average in
batting. Such was the calibre of A.C.M. Lafir and he
passed away a few months ago. So am I wanting to pay
my tribute to late Mr. Daya Sahabandu, who was one of
our famed left-arm leg spinners who played the domestic
circuit until he was in his mid-forties or perhaps, even in
his late forties. When both these people died, there was
not much of news in the sports pages of newspapers.
Even the Sri Lanka Cricket authorities should have at
least had the courtesy to have released a statement on
their death. That is the least you could do for those people
who had contributed to cricket in this country.

I am not going to deal with this whole issue of
perceived corruption and other issues, but would like to
ask the Minister to divert from this subject to the plight of
hockey in this country. Hockey is not being played on an
astroturf. We only have one astroturf available in the
Racecourse, just close to your Sports Ministry. That has
been severely damaged. There was an astroturf in the
Nandimithra Ekanayake Ground in Matale. That has been
totally destroyed. Hon. Minister, we cannot go to
international competitions anymore with schools playing
sports like hockey in grounds with normal grass because
astroturf is where all international competitions are held.
Therefore, we need to have a proper astroturf laid out in
the Racecourse as well as a further ground created for the
people in the Central Province; either in Matale or
Kandy, we need to have an astroturf ground. So, we are
making that request.

Having made that request, I would also like to say
something about this obsession of holding test matches
only in Galle. By doing that, we are doing a big
disservice to our cricket. Of course, it is a spin-friendly
ground and everybody knows that. After the second day,
the ball spins. Though they thought it was favourable to
us, what happened in the Pakistan Series? We lost it
roundly. That obsession is also connected to the
corruption and difficulties the Cricket Board is facing.
They always want to win matches. It is not simply a
matter of winning matches, but we must have a ground
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where all our skills could be tested properly. So, we
cannot always choose spin-friendly turfs like the Galle
Stadium for our test matches. So, that practice has to be
abandoned.

The other matter is about the LPL. We had the LPL
and what has happened ultimately? Wanindu Hasaranga is
injured. From among our fast bowlers, Dushmantha
Chameera, Isuru Udana and Nuwan Pradeep are injured.
That is because they had played back-to-back games;
every other day, they had to play LPL matches.

So, ultimately, four of our frontline bowlers - out of
whom, two are speedsters and Wanindu Hasaranga, our
strike-bowler, was the captain of the winning team - could
not play the final match. Wanindu Hasaranga himself is
complaining that that was because back-to-back matches
had been played. He is also complaining about having to
play at the Premadasa Stadium, Colombo because it is not
suited for a T20 game. It has a 50-meter boundary on one
side and everybody seems to be playing to that advantage.
These are matters that should have been looked into.
Anyway, those are small technical matters which I raised.

Now, let me come to the issue concerning, the Sri
Lanka Cricket’s restructuring. There is no point in talking
about corruption, abuse of power and various other issues
at the Sri Lanka Cricket because umpteen number of
times, many have raised those issues here. Lack of due
controls and oversight as well as regulatory stringency,
which has led to a systemic failure, inadequacies,
practices of Sri Lanka Cricket’s constitutional structure
that has denuded the Sri Lanka Cricket of its ability to
vibrantly promote and regulate the game of cricket in Sri
Lanka is the situation there today. It is singularly ill-
managed and utterly wvulnerable and susceptible to
financial and other forms of mismanagement and also
manipulation, abuse, corruption, nepotism, cronyism and
suboptimal management are most grievously and
irreparably damaging the development, upliftment and
indeed, the very standards of cricket in Sri Lanka. That is
the issue. Therefore, Hon. Minister, forget about your
tenure or what will happen to you, but take a bold
decision. After this Debate, I think some decisions have to
be made, which will effectively enable an efficient group
of office-bearers to be appointed.

Now, what has happened? They are appointing a
group of office-bearers repeatedly, notwithstanding the
fact that many of them are not former cricketers, but those
who are attracted to the benefits in holding such positions.
And, they are also conflicted by their loyalty to the clubs
which vote them in. I was told that the CCC and the SSC
had been given large amounts of money - Rs. 100 million,
Rs. 150 million - to develop their pavilions and other
facilities. Those are rich clubs. I have nothing against the
CCC and the SSC. They are fine clubs; they are our
premier division clubs and are doing very well. But, such
a large amount of money for such rich clubs? What about
the other clubs which are lacking facilities? So, this entire
club structure has to be changed.

Now, the current electoral system, which has resulted
in about 147 members in almost all the cricketing clubs in

Sri Lanka being permitted to vote, notwithstanding the
fact that they may not be playing cricket of any particular
recognized standard or having the required infrastructure
as grounds and clubhouses, has to be revamped.
Widespread buying of votes from these substandard
cricketing clubs, the members of which, most
unfortunately, do not have the best interest of Sri Lanka
Cricket in mind when casting their votes is the biggest
problem we are facing. Such an extensive voting body is
not present in any other ICC full-member nation.

OO @Cr205Y Cenldord Dvmo
(orenryLfl@ Crragmesr rewrdlbis)
(The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

@G BB 595 wBO Owmo

(wrenryfl@ FIL_Sgrent meyls aneid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Minister, I have a short time. So, after I finish -

®C @585 Senlder) Dm0
(LomessryLll@ Qrmagmest rewrdlmig)
(The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe)
I am taking from my time.

I have to attend the National Sports Festival. If you
kindly excuse me, I will watch the Debate online.

@G BB SYS ©BRO Owmo

(LomessTLll@ FL_L g remil meyls anéib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

No problem, go ahead. But, I want you to be bold
enough to take some decision soon about the impending
affairs of the Sri Lanka Cricket today. Thank you.

O3S @6085Y Cenldord Dm0
(orenryLfl@ Qrragmesr rewrdlnis)
(The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe)
I took your advice.

O BBeg 595 v BRSO wmo

(wrenryfl@ FIL_Sgrent meyls aneid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, such an extensive voting body is not present in
any other ICC full-member nation. For example, the
Pakistan Cricket Board, the England and Wales Cricket
Board and the Board of Control for Cricket in India,
representing much larger populations than Sri Lanka,
have a mere 17, 18 and 38 voting members respectively,
whereas we have 147! For a country with a mere
population of 22 million, Sri Lanka’s first-class
tournament comprises as many as 24 teams!
Comparatively, Australia, with a population of around
almost the same number as in Sri Lanka, has only six first
-class teams, whereas we have 24, four times the number
in Australia. England, with a population of around 56
million, has only 18 first-class teams. So, it is public
knowledge that, here, teams are promoted into first-class
status, not strictly on objective standards or their
cricketing merit or prowess, but as a vote-buying exercise



1309 ZlelelclCka 1) 1310

[06 BB 58S wBO @wmo]

for Sri Lanka Cricket elections. That is what is happening.
So, this whole structure has to be changed, if this is to be
defeated.

Then, honorary office-bearers and honorary
subcommittees are relics of the past, which serve no
useful purpose. Those office-bearers duplicate the work
of the professional management such as that of the Chief
Executive Officer, the Financial Officer and the Chief
Operating Officer. Those are professional staff. Let them
manage and head the affairs and not these honorary office
-bearers. That is what is important.

Now, let me come to the most important part. In 2012,
Mr. Haroon Lorgat, former ICC Chief Executive, was
appointed to review the Sri Lanka Cricket and its
management structure. He gave some recommendations.
Then, late Justice Prasanna Jayawardena, one of our finest
legal luminaries who adorned the Supreme Court Bench,
before joining the Bench, also submitted a report, which
said, "Incorporate Sri Lanka Cricket by an Act of
Parliament as a body corporate.” That is, to bring in an
Act of Parliament to incorporate a new constitution,
which is to be drafted by a specially-appointed committee
and thereafter, to be submitted to the Legal Draftsman's
Department for finalization. Now, the Minister has the
power to do that under the Sports Law.

I can go on giving details. On the case of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India vs Cricket Association of
Bihar and Ors, the Supreme Court of India said that
having considered the compromised situation, the Board
of Control for Cricket in India, BCCI, made a judicial
intervention in a very proactive manner in the larger
interest of cricket and the public and consequently, the
nation, notwithstanding the fact that the BCCI is a private
body and therefore, alleged not to be amendable to the
writ jurisdiction. In its judgment, the Supreme Court of
India further held that the BCCI is a very important
institution that discharges important public functions and
demands of institutional integrity, which are heavy and
need to be met suitably in the larger public interest and
therefore, intervention is necessary. Thereafter, a lot of
reforms have now been introduced and are being
implemented in India.

Therefore, the Minister has to take some courage from
what has happened in India, our neighbouring country,
and start using his powers under the Sports Law so that he
could take action and bring in an enactment through
Parliament and make the Sri Lanka Cricket answerable to
Parliament. They are now talking about it being a private
institution and is engaging in litigation with you, all of
which is a waste of public money. They have sent 17
Executive Committee Members and their families to
Australia to watch the T20 World Cup at Sri Lanka
Cricket's expense. Compared to that - recently, Ramiz
Raja had come here from Pakistan - on behalf of the
Pakistan Cricket Board, only one had gone to Australia.
But, 17 of our Executive Committee Members have taken
a flight to Australia courtesy Sri Lanka Cricket's funds.
Those funds could have been used to uplift our cricket.

Then, I would just like to add about the condition in
Ampara with regard to cricket. There are almost 150
clubs which play hardball cricket, but only four or five
are being permitted and the representative of Ampara is
not taking care of that matter. Sir, I am tabling* all the
names of those clubs.

And, finally, I would like to refer to my own district,
Kandy. They have sent us a detailed record of how many
schools they have given cricket equipment to. There are
about three or four Muslim schools among them, but the
fact is, this equipment had been given years ago. Are they
giving it every year? As you know, for hardball cricket,
the equipment cannot be used beyond a year or two. So,
all the money that is being wasted for unnecessary
projects could have been channelled to develop cricket in
this country and that is not happening.

So, if you are to check the abuse of power in this
institution, there is no other way, but to either appoint an
Interim Committee - you do not have to fear appointing
an Interim Committee because nothing happened in
South Africa - or otherwise, bring in an Act of Parliament
and finally appoint a Board of Directors so that they
could get a new Constitution drafted.

Thank you.

®C §Roe85006:8) O G @0

(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTdser)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

o0 9.8, Cwiznwm OGRS VIO Snd 14m
DB BedmHDo.

[e.0. 2.59]

©0 9e8.8. Bemawm Owmo

(omessTyifl@ storv. L. Flerpriuds)

(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)
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®©C 90T BmOSTH Dm0

(oreryflg @) rmer afléalrLorgeo)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to start today by
paying tribute to a famous Sri Lankan cricketer who was
laid to rest about two weeks ago: Mr. Daya Sahabandu.

He was a paceman, a left-arm leg spinner, played for
Nomads and took over 1,000 wickets. He played for Sri
Lanka and was a colleague of Michael Tissera and Anura
Tennekoon, past eminent cricketers who paved the way
for Sri Lanka to be recognized internationally.

I remember my first first-class cricket match for the P.
Sara Trophy. As a schoolboy player, I was opening
against Daya Sahabandu. Rohan Jayasekera, a colleague
of mine, scored a hundred in that match. He was one of
the three cricketers in history who actually scored a
century in their first first-class match. Sir, our sympathies
go out to Mr. Daya Sahabandu's wife, Swarna and his
son, Janaka.
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Sir, today, I want to focus on how we put things right.
Eight years ago, the ICC bundled all their audio-visual
rights for the four T20 tournaments, the two 50-over
World Cups and other matches from 2015 to 2023 and
negotiated for an amount to sell those rights. That is the
amount which is distributed among the countries.
Originally, Sri Lanka, for the eight years from 2015 to
2023, was to get only US Dollars 80 million, but we were
able to renegotiate it upto US Dollars 132 million. Mr.
Thilanga Sumathipala was the President of the SLC at
that time and he actually managed, cleverly, I would say,
to renegotiate it. So, Sri Lanka gets a fair share of dollars
annually. We, together with other countries, were able to
reduce India’s share from US Dollars 569 million to US
Dollars 293 million, winning a more fairer distribution.
So, cricket involves money, there is no question about it.
That is why there is so much controversy behind Sri
Lanka Cricket. Therefore, we really need to look into it.

There is also political interference, there is no question
about it. With regard to political interference, I heard a
former Minister of Sports saying, “We must not have
political interference in sports.” The question I want to
ask him is, if that is the case, should politicians hold
positions in sports associations? I think it is an absolute
"no". If we really do not want to have political
interference, let the professionals handle it. Politicians
actually need not get involved in it. So, there have been
lots of issues created by Ministers getting involved in it.
On the 17" July, 2019, a special directive had been given
by the Hon. Harin Fernando, who was the then Minister
of Sports, stating, ““... for Sri Lanka Cricket to urge all
Coaches of National Team to step down soon after the
Bangladesh ODI tour of 2019”. Again, I am not
questioning what happened; 1 will leave that to the
professionals to question. But, the point I am making here
is that politicians should not be involved in removing
national coaches and that is the politicization I am talking
about.

Also, 1 read an interview given by outstanding Sri
Lankan cricketer Asanka Gurusingha and would like to
quote him.

“Later, I found that there was overwhelming political interference
which hinders the development of our cricket."

"I worked under three Sports Ministers during my stint with SLC."

"During the latter part of my stint though, the interference was way
too much."

"] was not allowed to fulfill my duties properly. I left Sri Lanka
disappointed. That's because my sole intention of going there was to
serve Sri Lanka and win the 2023 World Cup in India, where we
have a great chance of winning. But I eventually had to throw away
all my plans".

Then, we had Chandika Hathurusingha, another
outstanding Sri Lankan cricketer who was hired by the
cricket board of another country, who also came back to
serve this country. "owno&8-» ynamciedn ecs 5B&S
Comned BWODE Doesznd. 985 a8 ¥ vRGO E®
eIy ®vy, »eHe® @28wd eom wsim. 8Os

BN @DTOBT GDo® WEFENW® OB WOIBIW e g8B"
w5edsY Bustess, 6-8x yrwsie, another outstanding Sri
Lankan player of the past, one-time wicket-keeper of the
Sri Lankan Team and later, its Team Manager. 8ed@ws
BN @DGEOR ey team O OF® Bedw) wOITTW
o ael8 Bucr OB 85 yrnsle @Bn® Besies.
"DEeON®OeD »SWO @ dw ¢ Beadm ecwx' Bwo
Ry Bumrdn. 0@ god gend 0snedd. Inid 8 ® F®O
O ¢BitN, BWO euEEd® »e, HWO meBthred® By
®ELNWGe0ed giwed 0®m»e 9e8un wosies’. So,
we have to admit that we have a problem; politicians
being involved in the management of sports or political
interference is a problem. Coaches had been asked to step
down by politicians. If the Sri Lanka Cricket decides that,
then, that is a different issue.

Sir, Sri Lanka’s ratings have come down terribly;
from 2014 to 2023, Sri Lanka's ratings have terribly come
down. I think we have an issue of governance in that
institution and that is actuallywhat we need to correct.

Now, there is a misconception put forward. We need,
for sure, a new constitution for the Sri Lanka Cricket; we
need to make changes. And, I do not think we should
have the upcoming World Cup in its way or say that an
Interim Committee would cause any problem. I think we
should move away from that misconception; we need to.
We have 140-odd cricket clubs to make decisions in
choosing the office-bearers of the Sri Lanka Cricket.
Most countries in the world only have between six to 28
cricket clubs to make those decisions.

Also, a new constitution for the Sri Lanka Cricket
drawn up by a Committee comprising Justice, K. T.
Chitrasiri and some others like Duminda Hulangamuwa
and Arittha Wikramanayake, people who have cricket in
their blood and hearts, had been handed over to the
Minister. Therefore, we should definitely look at having a
new constitution for the Sri Lanka Cricket.

Sri Lanka Cricket is not a private institution; it is a
national institution. I really want to make the point that
we need to go by the ICC’s guiding principles of good
conscience, equity, common sense and simplicity,
enabling every member to grow. Revenue must be
generated by members and there must be greater
transparency and recognition of interdependency amongst
members, that cricket-playing nations need each other.
There are strong nations, which is better for the sport. As
such, we can then distribute the revenues we get more
fairly and equitably.

Sir, I want to make this case very clear. I saw some
comments made by those involved in the Sri Lanka
Cricket saying, "Oh, the Government must not interfere.
We are not accountable to anybody. This is a private
organization." I think that is a misnomer. It is not, in the
sense, private. Cricket belongs to all and therefore, the
guiding principles must be adhered to, there is no
question about that. French philosopher Rousseau drew a
distinction between the "majority vote" and the "majority
will." This is very important for us to understand.
Majority vote, yes, there are things that can be done by
the vote, but the majority will is not always equal to the
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majority vote. The Sri Lanka Cricket is owned by the Sri
Lankan people and that is why Representatives like us
have to question what is actually happening there. It is not
owned by a few individuals or a few associations; it is
owned by the Sri Lankan people. The majority vote is one
thing and the majority will is another.

O RN OG0

(omevsTL LAl @ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6lT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@6 9653 DO Owmo

(orenryllg @) rrer afldasrLorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Therefore, I urge the Hon. Minister to bring in a new
constitution for the Sri Lanka Cricket. If it requires an
Interim Committee for the purpose of bringing in a new
constitution, that is fine. Let us clean this sport; let us put
the system right. That is what is important. We are not
after individuals. Put the system right so that Sri Lanka's
cricket can go back to its past glory.

Thank you, Sir, for the time given.
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Whereupon THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH left the Chair, and
THE HON. HESHA WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. M. Udayakumar)

Hon. Presiding Member, a debate on sports in
Parliament should be an occasion for us to cherish
victory, but only in our country, we stand up in
Parliament to speak about rescuing the most popular sport
in our country, cricket.

While saying so, I must also add that it is our
responsibility to take cricket to the next stage. Winning
the Cricket World Cup with lasting memories made our
country known to the world after "Ceylon Tea", but to
that sport for which our people have much love and
affection, the Sri Lanka Cricket has brought disrepute in
recent times.

The very basic problem in our country is that the
power and fame-hungry people within the corridors have
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taken this sport to the state where it is now. The Sri Lanka
Cricket has become a laughing stock and people who
know nothing about cricket have taken over the
administration of that sport in the country. The past and
present professional cricketers walk away when their
aspirations to restore the sport again to its past glory are
not heard. Political influence has paved way for
corruption, mismanagement and favouritism and has led
people to take decisions in the dark, making the Sri Lanka
Cricket unable to adopt proper growth-oriented policies
for the future.

Sir, Sri Lanka gained Test status in 1981 and the
inaugural Test matches were played at home against
England in 1982. Still, the names of those players remain
fresh in our minds even after 41 years. That team was led
by Bandula Warnapura, which also included Sidath

Wettimuny, Roy Dias, Duleep Mendis, Arjuna
Ranatunga, Ranjan Madugalle, Somachandra De Silva,
Ashantha de Mel, Lalith Kaluperuma, Mahes
Goonatilleke and Ajith de Silva. The greatest

achievement of Sri Lankan cricket was in 1996 when we
won the World Cup. I would like to say that, still, the
names of all the players of that team remain fresh in our
memory. They are, Sanath Jayasuriya, Romesh
Kaluwitharana, Asanka Gurusinha, Aravinda de Silva,
Arjuna Ranatunga, Hashan Tillakaratne, Roshan
Mahanama, Kumar Dharmasena, Chaminda Vaas,
Pramodya Wickramasinghe and Muttiah Muralitharan.
But, today, to name a team of elevan players has become
difficult. That is due to the chaos in the Sri Lanka Cricket
and also because, at present, we do not have stable
players to represent the country.

At the same time, I would like to say that the rankings
show that in all forms of cricket, Sri Lanka is at the
bottom. According to the ICC Rankings, Sri Lanka ranks
seventh in Test cricket and eighth in ODIs, which means
we are below Bangladesh and Afghanistan. Also, we are
eighth in T-20 rankings. For a country that has been on
top or near the top in all forms of cricket and which had
won the ICC World Cup and the T20 Champions Trophy,
this is simply not acceptable. At the same time, the
cumulative result in Tests, ODIs and T20s during the five
-year evaluation period is, 44 wins and 95 losses with a
winning percentage of only 35 per cent. If we take the
year-on-year winning percentage, in 2014, it was 62 per
cent and in 2023, just 13 per cent!

As you know, the Sri Lankan Cricket Team has been
facing a void of experienced players and at the same time,
had 11 foreign coaches between 2012 and 2022. In fact,
the talent of the school cricketers in our country is such
that such a situation does not prevail in any other cricket-
playing nation; our school cricket system is the best in the
world. But, still, we are at crossroads when it comes to
finding professionals to administer the sport. The reason
why I say this is because, for the past 23 years, the Under-
19 Cricket Team has not been able to enter the finals of
the Under-19 Cricket World Cup. At the same time, the
Sri Lanka A Team has not had a single tour between 2016
and 2018.

Sir, I just want to say one more thing. The reasons for
this debacle in the Sri Lanka Cricket is inconsistent
selections, favouritism, political interference, misuse of
administrative funds, corruption, mismanagement and
wastage of money in legal battles. The Sri Lanka Cricket
has spent Rs. 59 million on legal battles, out which Rs. 30
million has been against the Minister!

The next few months would be very crucial for the Sri
Lankan Cricket Team because the Asia Cup is coming up
next week followed by the World Cup in October.
Therefore, I wish the Sri Lankan Cricket Team all the
best and all success at the Asia Cup and the World Cup!

Thank you.
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Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. S. Noharathalingam)
Yes, I am finishing up, Sir.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.44 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 25th August, 2023.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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