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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.

Bedemd

9 Wlailiseir
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE RAISED BY HON. HARIN FERNANDO
ON 08.08.2023

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to announce to this august Assembly the Ruling
with reference to the Question of Privilege raised by the
Hon. Harin Fernando in Parliament on 08.08.2023.

Article 4(c) of the Constitution of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka provides that “the judicial
power of the People shall be exercised by Parliament
through courts, tribunals and institutions created and
established, or recognized, by the Constitution, or created
and established by law, except in regard to matters
relating to the privileges, immunities and powers of
Parliament and of its Members, wherein the judicial
power of the People may be exercised directly by
Parliament according to law;”.

I also emphasize that according to Article 148 of the
Constitution, ‘“Parliament shall have full control over
public finance. No tax, rate or any other levy shall be
imposed by any local authority or any other public
authority, except by or under the authority of a law passed
by Parliament or of any existing law”.

212

I wish to announce, firstly, that the Cabinet of
Ministers unanimously approved the Domestic Debt
Optimization Programme proposed by the Ministry of
Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies at
a special Cabinet Meeting held on 28.06.2023.

Afterwards, the Resolution for the implementation of
the Domestic Debt Optimization to restore sovereign debt
sustainability was approved by the Committee on Public
Finance of Parliament by a majority of Committee
Members at the Committee Meeting held on 30" June
2023.

Thereafter, as the subject matter contained in the said
Resolution was essentially a matter of public finance, the
Resolution for the implementation of the Domestic Debt
Optimization to restore sovereign debt sustainability was
passed by a majority Vote in Parliament on the 01% of
July, 2023 with 122 Members voting in favour and 62
against.

As the Resolution for the implementation of the
Domestic Debt Optimization to restore sovereign debt
sustainability has now been passed by Parliament on
01.07.2023, the Resolution is beyond the jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court or any other court established under
the 1978 Constitution of Sri Lanka and cannot be
questioned and/or reviewed and/or challenged.

The Ruling given on the 20" of June, 2001 by the
Hon. Anura Bandaranaike, Speaker of Parliament, held in
unequivocal terms that Parliamentary proceedings cannot
be called in question and/or interferred and/or intervened
by courts and also held that the Supreme Court had no
jurisdiction to issue interim orders, restraining the
Speaker of Parliament in respect of the steps he is
empowered to take under Standing Order 78A and the
interim order of the Supreme Court is not binding and of
no legal obligation to comply.

I also wish to highlight Section 3 of the Parliament
(Powers and Privileges) Act, No. 21 of 1953 read with
Article 67 of the 1978 Constitution in this context, which
provides that the Proceedings of Parliament shall not be
liable to be impeached or questioned in any court or place
out of Parliament.

Hence, no court established under the Constitution of
Sri Lanka is empowered to issue orders or judgments of
any nature against a Resolution already passed by
Parliament having followed the due Parliamentary
process, and any such order or judgment of courts would
amount to a violation of item 01 of Part B of Parliament
(Powers and Privileges) Act, No. 21 of 1953, as
amended.

Thank you.

o0 BB 8Os B3 EE ©vwm
(oressTfl@ FLLSgremtl euFagLoesT &lMsTsV6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Kiriella?

oG BB cBEOsT BBaFE ©vwmo

(orenrfl@ FLSsrent svgagiost HiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DDNNBWROB, LssInd §E1 a08eE 8w B
»0 o BBy® - Staff-level Agreement &= - Beso @B O
OC B O ®D WO & ewldsn w@®dnmw eBD
DREBI® 8Eed®sInDD cremsimy @B Byeed
. 00 e® D Sows BDD SBEBO Qv »® I»
28Be0n00 edriesy m™BO 8Bed@xnedsy 802
GDOS WOYH WOBIB Bg)end.

OO DAIBNWBDHR o

(orenTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, now the - [Interruption]

oG BB cHE0sT BBaFc Dwmo
(omevsrLll@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst sliflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
@008 BIB). ©D W WOBID 9B @¢IB.

e300 SOk 208Ee®snDO ©®50Ed.

208Be0In00 evry 8 IO Sricanys ofmo.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You said that yesterday. Now, the Ruling has been
given and that is final.

oG BB cBE0sT BBaFE Dvwmo

(omevsr i@ FL_L g remil sugagLosst sliflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Please, let me speak.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

If you want to debate it, you had better go for a
separate debate.

® BBt (30086) 8E ef@BwsIm Swmo
(orenryflg L ssrent] (suThld) sl LNCrwgrwbs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
The Hon. Speaker has made a Ruling on that.

oG BB cBEOsT BBaFE ©vwmo

(orenrfl@ FLSsrent svgagiost HiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

00 0l WG WOFH ecsim. PSS owd &
8@TVews’ edmdenwd 85T Beadmrds esy.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I am sorry, we cannot proceed with it beyond that. -
[Interruption] Thank you very much.

oG BB cBEOsT BBaEE ©vmo

(oressrfl@ FLLSgTemtl vFagLoesr &liflsTsLsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

@0 BIBY. [ois HEO®] YT admSenwd G8xT
Beadmdr. ed3m0emed Hwnom 80 »nHOFOs HOB e®m
0o E R Bedsies.

@0 2oty Qedids wm (§KI@ms ©wH Cuss
88uEnm, ddedr mOEn, BEIT ©wI W1 VSIS BIEH
§@am1m &)

(revr @ HCeeiy GemTouTHer - LNTSHLD HewLFF(HID GLTS)
BlHOUTSE, 2 6THTL L GDIQUVHET, LOTHTERNT FeLIGHST DHMILD
2 gireah Il d HemLFF(HLD)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Prime Minister and
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government)

@G DOIBNIDROB, VAR® BB ey B¢ BowwmO
Om® PO & 8OITVewsy eV BE W BEedn
B0 BewdndE ©19EE0 ucwsid Beadmd. O Hewo
QIR ¢¥ Boeomw amd a8 :8E8e0sIned mOygn 9e8wed
00 @8 00 BewlvdEO WAL Om O» odddE
YR WOBIB DD

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Let us proceed with the Business of the Day, please.-
[Interruption]

oG BB cBE0sY BB8ayde Dwmo
(orevryfl@ FLULSFTemtl svgagLoet #ifsTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Omem0 ¢gdmOemwd e®m -

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWSEST SeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We will now proceed with the Business of the Day .-
[Interruption] You have a day's debate on that.

o0 BB 8Os B3 EE ©vwm
(oressTfl@ FLLSgremdl ugagLoesr &lfsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
No, no.

@O QBB
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

No, you can. -/Interruption]

o0 BB 8Os BB EE ©vmo

(omessTfl@ L Sgremtl VFagLo6T &lMsTeV6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

O DONEDROB, OmemO Im ¢dWIwBE®O Svo®
DHOBID) -

OO DOIBINBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST S)6uiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Now, it is not the time to discuss all those details.
Thank you. - [Interruption]
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OO DAIBNWBDH) O

(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

& G PhmsIgm @@ “moded en®
010ed0ed 79 D1DEND yod, ©38x 2023 gewaddn
080m 8» "twen BeddB" ww "guhdwm dEHes ww
0B85 WO I 2e® Y gdvr HBe®" ®»HEB
o8 emYOBTOR wwBme wovsl Wo® ¢ D ¢BIOY
MO S.

o6 885 oyg®des
NGSDR )

(orenryllg Fedls LNGTrwgTeN - 6THTdaEL & pHeveui)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
Hon. Speaker, I rise to a point of Order.

Qwm (B85dd ®bdded

OO DOIBNBDHR o
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 Dvfs BB,

@G 8385 eg®cies Owmo

(orenryflg Fedls LNCrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OO DONEWROB, D1¢or mdemun @88s WIsIH
RINSed ¢Dusw A e¢BIB).

ged Pafn® OxddMed Il O s8dedced wewsy
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B» 488w »vYT W3 BedmDr. ©®OT W DINEHROA, :®
Goess Bwo®ew ne ©® 0ed owmg Smmded FE®
2880080 cEewme 8 Bedmd »O, OO O»
o BwsIO O w1 8O HECBECS 00Oy
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DOBI.

O DONBDROB, EDNeHI® vecdews’, DoBe®sy
®® 0® mdms Buesies). c@p»E VAn@ed IO
Bwaewo, domestic debt restructuring . odBwe e
yBOPvOn BB nEe @® Jed YR DOB BB OB
e eBEen, primary bondholders0 »0s B,
& Besier’ 88 eomewuns’d O éiCBECRD, @
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rights application ®== ®0w ©® Jed yodBewn
283w0emwud Gowrr, ¢dmoemwd 388w Beamd, & my
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eOREDSY. - [Bsds HE@]

OO DOIBTNBDHR O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

OO BTN O0.

o6 BB (3p08s) ©BEF oygddurim uvm
(850252 @@ 8% B8EeOBIRED BWILIWBHRO)
(oresryflg FULggrent (seorplsl) Ao UGrLRWHS -
HeVal BEWLDFF(HLD LITTTEHLOSTDF FeDLI (LpSH6VeU(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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"BBs emd o8Eed®xind B8x © BHwedeOm me wiB
28Ee@sIned wy o8 O¥FDcwrTed Doy, 88®s w1 ICHE
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O10edDedsY @B 00 BBYOD ¢ 0¥ ¢eBi)n® D1dediedsy
BEwsIon ¢ oymewy edm w® BBReBsY @B om0 B88JDm
C¢ alwiem, BBEDw almd wy wnm O8s 8Eed®xInd
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That is the supremacy of Parliament. &z e® ced 8nd=
©0ed8, 8By PHOWE Bedm, wOYHWE Bed
Aon® GO Vend8. eDLOBTLOE gmaBed Beasisn §
28Be0n0n ey 0® BEsins decw®a.

O ®OBNIDBROB, Sevd OO wmd PWRHO
O1u0ENed 12002 OuDEDD. Fod wewsl eOmd,
eddwlmimed aln® Onddn admie E®
8E8aecd. & o BBO 00D 5y ®on® ewemnd 120
D10edD, 121 Dudedd ey 122 DsDed w@den’
egdndlmdenwd BBEc YBm» qBB0i8m»O ovu®xf
988u O yOOss. HYD, “rymded SCIRems DEW
Doz Om 405 ODEeDs B@EE0 e® mwnm RHO
2@ Beamd. 082 od ®Onemn® S85Y @
BOCED RO OuDEed ag OnOE  s1weE
085 OB ded ©On @WmO® ¢ OJYwg yE»®
8@TVews’ Bricd ¢wlowy. & dndnl em0ed&. 20018 oo
G0 PEBENCNWE® OB 5l B Beawmd.
Ome0 0 ® ©8Eed®sIned &83w. & o
RIn®ed BrIcedd euxIm® O Bedmd. O
DOBNGHROB, & Bwo VI B8 ey ¢ BsIOS
8@Vt 8Eed®sIned Dicw WO Wi deH®
WO DO FNDG Bewle wderw eDm® om @n o
@boe Bednd. 8 dan®ed BsIgdd 0o mSm. B
AYBS BrIcweBsy Resolution &z pass @0 Beadmddr. That
is the supremacy of Parliament.

oG BB cBE0sT BBaFE Dwmo

(omevor i@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst sliflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

I would like to say this. ¢z¥, 906 8 ¢ ewwO
88E 0 Bedmdo.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

& IR ¥ BOD 3.

oG BB cBE0sT BBaFE Dvwmo

(omevsr i@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst sliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
ODEIO BWIBNIDBD Bwey DBwWO, - [Doids HE@z]

@G BBeg (49086) 8 0f@LwsIm Swmo

(orenryflg L ssrent (suThld) sl LNCrwgwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

I was talking about Article 120 of the Constitution; I
just highlighted the Article.

oG BB cBE0sT BBaFE ©vwmo
(orenrfl@ FLSsrent svgagiost HiflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Please give me one minute.

admCeHmBO AW Bedmdig, »de B ¢lWOems
Bl m08. 8 R ©800w0 sIes’? VARSI ©eHIs
Y, alWOwmE VH WOMD. VIS alwiem® VS
OO0,

@G BBk (390081) 98E 0g@LswsIm Swmo
(oresryfl@ #ULSgrent (seurpls)) &dlsv LNCToMWHS)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
No, that is wrong.

OO DOIBTINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIN® Bwsd SO 01688, BBnE e ©53Fn@o

So, that is the Ruling and there is no change in that. If
you accept it, do so or otherwise, forget about it.

oG 838 0yf®cies Owm

(orevsryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O WONEDROB, RAIRSed Buig-Bdew ©Be®
Acw 88 aBowdnwd W WITTesy Byl vi8, RIS
Beicd ymawd o »omd eE® SO0 ©dwesd acwwns
¢BOBIDY Y3 EEed®sTnD nEe IS 98 E
@csin) @

O® 08 20dNed VINSersy 9EEOW WOHDI. Jhed
HOBRB Hwe®wu nEe 0® 0ed YOO BBBIO @eidedenwss
8¢ 00500 »H®; OO GO OO BT EOWILBHO @IV
oewesy - 0dlwem - HCROW 00D »O, §B»
a8B80:8m0 cEe-nme BIO wderd VYO ¢l ewmwd
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contained in the Provincial List, the Central
Government shall adopt a participatory process
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Hon. Speaker, that is my statement on what we are
going to do regarding provincial councils.

I also want to make a second statement regarding the
steps we have taken to meet the concerns of the Tamil
MPs of the North and the East so that we could move
towards reconciliation.Sir, it is my sincere intention to
progress without any political motivation, addressing the
issues faced by the Tamil people in the North and the East
in order to secure a much needed, sustainable national
reconciliation in  the country.  Reconciliation,
undoubtedly, is an indispensable factor for Sri Lanka’s
own development. My recent meeting with Tamil
Parliamentarians representing the Northern and Eastern
Provinces was premised on this aspect. Subsequent to this
meeting, I believe it is important to keep the Members of
this august House informed of the matters discussed, as it
forms the basis of the proposed trajectory the Government
would seek to pursue in this regard.

In this context, continued action on the relevant issues

are envisioned to contribute towards national
reconciliation, which I will now seek to outline:
Anti-Terrorism Bill
Following the discussions of the suggested

amendments to the Bill, it would be presented to the
Cabinet for approval. Subsequent to that, the Bill will be
re-gazetted and any person can then petition the Supreme
Court and the Supreme Court will have the last say with
regard to the provisions of the Bill.

Anti-Corruption Bill

I am pleased that the Anti-Corruption Bill was passed
in Parliament last month with Amendments proposed by
the Supreme Court in its Determination and other
stakeholders, but without a vote. It has already been
gazetted.

Truth-seeking Mechanism and the Bill

The Interim Secretariat for the Truth-seeking
Mechanism has been established and a Director General
has been appointed. In addition, three Divisions have
been established covering Legal and Policy, Public
Relations and Information Technology. Applications have
been sought for key staff positions for the

operationalization of the Secretariat, particularly for
stakeholder consultations and preparations of drafting
guidelines and policies until the formal mechanisms could
commence following the relevant laws being enacted.
Civil society stakeholder consultations including the UN
agencies are continuing and when exhausted, Cabinet
approval will be sought and it will be processed to
become a legal framework.

Office for the National Unity and Reconciliation
(ONUR) Bill

The ONUR draft law has been submitted to the
Attorney-General for the certification of constitutionality,
which will subsequently be presented to Parliament.
Additionally, the National Action Plan on Reconciliation
drafted by ONUR will be presented to the Cabinet in the
near future.

Office for Reparations

At present, payments of monetary relief have been
granted for 203 cases of missing persons from the North-
East conflict amounting to Rs. 40.6 million, as at July,
2023. The process is continuing.

Office on Missing Persons (OMP)

I reiterate the need to uphold justice for the people of
the North and the East. Of the 21,374 complaints received
by the OMP, investigations into 3,462 cases have been
completed at present. Investigations are progressing on
the remaining complaints and this process could get
accelerated following the truth-seeking mechanism being
fully operationalized. It would now be appropriate for
those seeking particulars of missing persons to submit
detailed information to the Interim Secretariat.

Sir, T table* the document containing the relevant
information as Annex 1.

The OMP has commenced tracking missing persons.
Further, action is being taken to expedite the data-
entering process in order for its completion within three
months. The issuance of the Certificate of Absence - CoA
- is being expedited. The OMP and the Attorney-
General’s Department are working on a Case Handling
Policy and have drafted guidelines, focusing on effective
management of complaints to the previous Commissions
and the OMP. Endorsement for the guidelines will be
sought from the Cabinet. Further, the OMP with 10 new
panels totalling 24, which are expected to be in operation
from August, has planned to have a resource team per
district for referral services.

The Members of Parliament are free to take up
relevant issues with the Offices of Reparations and
Missing Persons. The OMP has already outlined its time
frames in relation to their scope of work.

* DO gdeaned s »O g o.
* o swgullaflpsluflsy Sy Bersnsgy.
* Produced at end of speech.
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Granting Presidential Pardon to Prisoners involved
in LTTE Activities

Prisoners are under the three categories of remand
prisoners, numbering 21, prisoners imposed with death
sentence, three and those imposed with other sentences,
22. It has been decided to consider only the last two
categories of prisoners for being granted Presidential
Pardon in terms of Article 34(1) of the Constitution. In
this context, considering the recommendations of the
Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms, Presidential approval has been
granted to remit the balance sentences and release 11 of
the prisoners under the last category.

Establishment of the National Land Commission

Steps are being taken to expedite the establishment of
the National Land Commission - NLC - and a National
Land Utilization Policy. A draft National Land
Commission Law has been prepared and is being further
studied for formulating a policy pertaining to the
alienation of State land. A Land Commission Policy Act
is also expected to be in place by September for the NLC
to be guided in their functions. The composition of the
NLC would be amended to include nine representatives
from the Provinces and 12 government officials.

Resolution of Land Matters

It may be recalled that an injunction order had been
obtained from the Supreme Court in 2020 on the release
of residual forest lands by a Special Committee.
Subsequently, following discussions in May this year, the
possibility of demarcating forests and wildlife
conservation areas based on the 1985 Land Use Maps was
requested to be examined. Consequently, a Cabinet
Memorandum on this issue was submitted and approval
was obtained to enforce the release of such forest lands by
an Inter-Ministerial Committee. The withdrawal of the
original interim order is being processed.

In the meantime, a database has been evolved,
focusing on the said Land Use Maps, current land use
patterns and proposals of the Divisional Secretaries
related to the lands managed by the Forest Department in
all districts of the North and the East. Maps containing
information related to the districts have been made
available for viewing by the Members of Parliament in
the relevant District Secretariats for a period of two
months. Sir, 1 table* the list of contact details of the
relevant officials for this purpose as Annex II.

The proposals presented at the Divisional Secretariat
level are to be considered by the Inter-Ministerial
Committee, following the legal proceedings on the
withdrawal of the original interim order. A Committee
chaired by the Secretary to the President will examine and
facilitate matters relating to land. So, issues could be
taken up with that Committee.

* DO gdewimned sg HI .
* 2 swgullaflpsluflsy SriiLiL Bersnsgy.
* Produced at end of speech.

National Plan for Archaeology

The Department of Archaeology and the Central
Cultural Fund have been informed that land demarcation
and excavation across the country should be done
according to a National Plan. The Director General of
Archaeology has been instructed to prioritize and plan
excavation work, identification of sites and the manner in
which they should be executed. An Action Plan will be
presented by the Department of Archaecology for the
activities related to the identification of the areas to be
conserved and/or proper acquisition to take place.

Road Map for the Issuance of All Country
Passports for Sri Lankans living in Rehabilitation
Camps in South India

The Department of Immigration and Emigration has
received a list of 2,678 Sri Lankans living in South Indian
Rehabilitation Camps. Of the aforementioned number,
those with both Sri Lankan Birth Certificates and
National Identity Cards can be issued All Country
Passports. The timelines for the issuance of the said
documentation span two to four weeks. A considered
decision would need to be taken with regard to the
issuance of All Country Passports to those Sri Lankans
living in Rehabilitation Camps in South India.

Resettlement of Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) in the Northern and Eastern Provinces

The Presidential Secretariat, Northern Province
Coordination Office has been established to assist the
IDPs who have been affected due to the North and East
conflict. As you are aware, people who were internally
displaced in the North and the East were accommodated
in welfare centres or have been living with their friends
and relatives.

After the restoration of normalcy, they have largely
returned to their places of origin. Following the
resettlement of a majority of the people with housing and
livelihood support, its current status in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces is hereby tabled* as Annex III.

Action continues to resettle IDP families in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces. Of the five districts in
the Northern Province, resettlement of IDPs remains only
in the Jaffna and Kilinochchi Districts. In Jaffna, there
are 15 welfare centres with a total of 136 families and
another 2,175 families are living with friends and
relatives. There are no IDP families living in Welfare
Centres in Kilinochchi. However, 182 families remain
with their friends and relatives in the Peninsula, and 177
in Pachchilaipalli Division.

In the Eastern Province, IDPs are present only in
Trincomalee and Ampara Districts and they live with
friends and relatives, and there are no welfare camps in
that province.

* DO gdeaned s HO &>,
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* Produced at end of speech.
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Particular attention has to be given to resolving
problems associated with displaced persons' resettlement,
which also requires releasing privately held lands for
public use. I have tasked the officials to take immediate
action to settle these issues by devising effective
mechanisms for their resolution.

Lands to be released by armed forces- Northern
Province.

Of the total land area in Jaffna amounting to
approximately 253,283 acres, the occupation by the
security forces and the Police, in 2009 was 26,812 acres.
Presently, 90 to 92 per cent of the land occupied by the
security forces and the Police in 2009 has been released
from time to time. Accordingly, 22,990 acres comprising
817 acres of State and 22,101 acres of private lands have
been released. The current extent of occupied lands by the
security forces and the Police is 3,754 acres, of which 862
and 2,892 acres are State and privately-owned,
respectively.

Further release of the land is envisaged under the
category of:

(i)  Land for immediate release comprises 1.4 acres in
Jaffna, 13 acres in Kilinochchi and 20 acres in
Mullaitivu, as identified by the Army and the
Navy.

(i) The Army has earmarked 53 acres in the Jaffna
District to be released in three to six months’ time.

(iii) A land strip of approximately 290 acres from the
Security Forces Army Cantonment, Palaly has
been identified to be released temporarily for
specific purposes, including agricultural and
seasonal crops.

(iv) Regarding lands that cannot be presently released,
a study is being carried out in this regard on the
instructions of the Army Commander to ascertain
the possibility of further freeing up of land in the
Northern Province.

I am aware that this is an area of contention for the
Northern populace and therefore, we will continue to seek
ways and means to release, as far as possible, the military
-occupied lands in that Province.

I would also like to state, in regard to what I have
mentioned here, the steps we are taking. There will be
certain matters which the MPs from those areas would
like to raise. Specially, they may suggest different
timelines and some amendments. So, I have asked the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms to deal with all
those requests. Therefore, I would request you all to take
up any issues on that matter with the two Ministers.

Development Plans for North and East

It is imperative to create extensive and practicable
plans to develop the Northern and the Eastern Provinces.
Anticipating that renewable energy could meet 70 per

cent of the country’s national electricity need by 2030,
one of the key objectives of both the Northern and the
Eastern Development Plans is to harness the region’s
renewable energy potential through the production of
green hydrogen and green ammonia, using innovative
technologies. This strategy aims to attract investments
and could transform the Ports of Colombo and
Trincomalee as hubs for export of green hydrogen.
Pooneryn is being earmarked to be developed as the main
town for this purpose.

We have already taken steps on creating a conducive
environment for the investment and export of solar and
wind power, culminating in a Memorandum of
Understanding with India to facilitate collaborative efforts
in this area. The Adani Group has come forward to invest
in the renewable energy sector of Sri Lanka. I believe that
this collaborative approach could lead to substantial
growth in this area.

Additionally, the "Water to the North" Programme
comprises the development of various waterways. In this
context, the Government has already approved the
projects for the Poonakary Tank and the Malwathu Oya
and they have been put in the special list or the priority
list of irrigation works. Talks are presently continuing on
the "River for Jaffna" Project, which would bring fresh
water to the Jaffna Lagoon and increase the capacity of
the Iranamadu Tank. The Small Tanks Renewal Project is
important to be accomplished. In fact, that Project will
give rise to developing the agricultural and solar energy
sectors in the Northern Province.

In addition to this, the Economic Subcommittee of the
Cabinet is today considering two Cabinet Papers - one, by
the Minister of Irrigation and the other, by the Minister of
Water Supply - to look at the development of water
supply for urban use in the Jaffna Peninsula as well as
developing some of the other projects like Parangi Aru.
So, there will be a Committee chaired by my Adviser, Dr.
R. Samaratunga to look at those plans and to make a
combined plan.

It is also essential to upgrade air and sea connectivity
in the North. The development of the KKS Harbour and
the Vavuniya and Palali Airports and the establishment of
a ferry service connecting the Northern Province to South
India are facilities which have been earmarked. The
establishment of Investment Promotion Zones in KKS,
Paranthan and Mankulam are being worked towards. I
will get the BOI to take those over.

We also have plans for the development of tourist
attractions in Jaffna and Mannar through a tourist cruise
project around the Mannar Fort, the Kankesanthurai Port,
the islands and Vadamarachchi. Under an Agriculture
Modernization Programme, we will seek to promote
coconut cultivation in the Vanni. Jaffna, being home to a
seat of excellence in higher education with its University,
would be developed as a University City. Additionally,
land has been identified in KKS for the establishment of a
campus under the aegis of the SLIIT.
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Similarly, plans for developing the Eastern Province
are progressing with Trincomalee being the core. India’s
assistance, as our closest neighbour, in implementing the
Trincomalee District Development Project is of immense
value to Sri Lanka. The ongoing cooperation in the
development of the Trincomalee Tank Farms and India’s
agreement to further enhance Trincomalee as a national
and regional hub of industry, energy and economic
activity is a fillip for developing further mutually
beneficial cooperation. The Eastern Province plays an
important role in naval affairs and the Trincomalee Port
should be made into a leading, strategic port. It is
important that we work together with India when
developing the Eastern Province Port, by having
discussions on several programmes in that region.
Further, we cannot limit the economic activities of that
Port solely to the Trincomalee District. This should be
connected with the cities of Anuradhapura, Vavuniya and
Dambulla, especially when the District of Vanni and the
Eastern and the North-Central Provinces are responsible
for the bulk of agricultural production. Since India has a
lead to develop industries in that Province, an industrial
zone should be created. The Port, therefore, will also be
connected with that and we are planning to establish a
Joint Task Force for this purpose.

From an economic point of view, the Eastern Province
has much to offer the tourism industry. In particular, there
is the cultural triangle of Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa and
Dambulla, which is in close proximity to the Eastern
Province and could be a natural route for enhanced visits
by tourists to the beach-fronted cities of Batticaloa,
Arugam Bay and Trincomalee. The Cabinet also approved
Surbana Jurong to cover planning from Verugal Aru to
Arugam Bay for tourism purposes. The cruise tourism
initiatives could also be a part of this development plan.

The fisheries, agriculture and animal husbandry
sectors are well poised for modernization in the Eastern
Province. In this context, the opening of the Land
Systems A and B of the Mahaweli Right Bank will
provide the much-needed impetus for enhancing
agricultural pursuits.

I hope that some of the Hon. Members of Parliament
who continue a misplaced refrain of the Government
purportedly selling out the country to a third party will
now constructively understand that no country can
progress alone, that, too, especially in the instance of a
nation emerging from an unprecedented economic crisis,
as has been the experience of Sri Lanka. It must be
understood that engaging in a robust relationship with our
closest neighbour India would undoubtedly strengthen our
ability towards ensuring mutually beneficial cooperation.
You have my assurance that I will not engage in
initiatives inimical to the sovereignty and integrity of this
country. In the same manner, I urge all of you for
constructive engagement in our quest for national
reconciliation, considering that the interests of the people
is the bedrock for our country’s development.
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Annexes tabled:

(1)

G) Office on Missing Persons - Progress as at July 12, 2023

A. Number of Complaints of Missing Persons - As of July 10" 2023

234

Further Information

o

o

(ii)

OMP has started tracing of missing persons through the Tracing Unit. Expectation is to b
conclude at least 2-3 cases this year.

- Action is being taken to expedite the data entering process and complete it within 3

months. Issuance of Certificate of Abserice (COA) is being expedited.

OMP is also consulting with the Attorney General's Department to work on a Case
Handling Policy document, and outline a framework/guide for case closure,
amalgamation, and merger of multiple/double entry files/complaints. Accordingly,

OMP and AGs Department have drafted guidelines focusing on effective management of
complaints made to the previous commissions and the OMP. OMP will submit the
guidelines to Ministry of Justice for its endorsement by the Cabinet.

OMP will train 10 new panels in July 2023. Recruitment of panel members is in progress
and it is expected that these panels will start functioning from August. Therefore a total
of 24 panels will be in operation from August. Further, OMP has planned to have a
resource team per district for referral services.

OMP continuously engages with the civil society on possible areas of cooperation such
as Providing psycho-social support/ livelihood support/building capacity and technical
as_ﬂstance. Three project proposals have been shared with agencies concerned with
raising funds (focusing on Psycho-social and Economic supports, Data Entry and Capacity
building, and legal awareness/training to victims, media, court staff, and lawyers)

- “Details of District officials Hon. MPs may contact for viewing of District Maps

No Description Sub total Total
01 Total Number of Complaints / Cases received by the 21,374
OMP initially
02 No. of Cases with missing military personnel/ Cases 6,386
with double entries :
03 The ber of active complaints / Cases 21,374 - 6,386
= 14,988
04 Total ber of prel y inquiries concluded 3,462
In 2020 184 o5
In 2021 95
In 2022 2,110
In 2023 1,073
05 Balance cases to be inquired 11,526
Cases reported with the date of missing between 2,563
2000- 2021 - Phase |
Cases reported with the date of missing between 3,173
1980-2000 - Phase II
Cases reported with the date of missing 5,278 + 512
before 1980 + the date is not clear - Phase IlI = 5,790
of Mi

B. Number of Complai

ing Persons by Province

No of cases Inquired - (of

Province No of Complaints
(reported as missing | the complaints reported as
after 2000) missing after 2000)

Northern 3,656 2,065

Eastern 1,897 1,233

North Central 92 1

Western 89 65
Southern 78 90
Northwestern 75 1

Central 59 5
Sabaragamuwa 51 . 2

Uva 28 0

Total 6,025 3,462

C. Progress made based on the inquires conducted (as of July 2023)

1. No of cases Inquired as of July 2023 = 3,462
Support related to Legal instruments:

2. No of Families assisted to get Certificate of Absence = 1313

3. No of Families Referred to RG for COD as requested = 239

> Family support:

4. No of Families assisted through OR —Revival payment = 2,104

5. No of families assisted for banking, asset management = 13

6. No of families referred for Household Economic Support = 608
Further investigations:

7. No of complaints referred for further investigations = 732

a.  No. of prison visits - 07
b. No. of ongoing court cases in N&E (OMP as observer) - 13
¢ No. of cases in which OMP directly involved in N&E - 11

Eled,oral Officials Name Contact No
] trict L
E T
*| Govt. Agent - Jaffna Mr.A Sivabalasundaran | 777456465
AddI.GA (Land) - Jaffna | Mr.K.Srimohan 776033312
Jaffna
Govt. Agent - Kilinochchi | Mrs.R.Ketheswaran 773184119
GRENGYIETLE Mr.5.Muralitharan 776539952
Kilinochchi
Govt. Agent - Mannar Mrs.A Stanley De Mel 779677733
YR
Addl.GA (Land) - Mannar | Mr-¥-Paranthaman 706599078
(Act)
Govt. Agent - Mullaitivu | Mr.K.Umamaheswaran | 714471128
Wanni x
AcdicallEad) Mr.K.Gunapalan 772487292
Mullaitivu
Govt. Agent - V: iy Mr.P.ASarathchandra 7180880:
Addl'G.A () Mrs.Sulojane Kugan 774492129
Vavuhiya
; Siovt feent s Mr.B.H.N Jayawickrama | ‘773658560
Trincoma | Trincomalee
i Add cAliand) Mr.S Suthakaran 718242482
Trincomalee
 Govt. Agent - Batticaloa | Mrs.K.Pathmarajah 718178371
padicaliend) . Mrs.S.Srikanth 771528938
Batticaloa | Batticaloa :
Di jul| Govt. Agent - Ampara Mr.C.Abeywickrama 718113785
la Addl.GA (Land) - Ampara | Mr.V.Jegatheesan 776967229
(iii) |
L) 1 of Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) in North and East Provinces

This report is on the progress, key accomplishments, and updates with sPeciaI referenc.e.to $he
reintegration of IDPs especially focusing on resettlement, reintegration and reunification

process in post conflict circumstances.

The Presidential Secretariat Northern Province Coordination Office was fastablished with .the
purpose of assisting to the IDPs who have been affected due to conflict for the following

purposes:
To improve access to national protection and humanitarian assistance for IDPs in the
North and North-East of Sri Lanka; ; =

To extend the capacity of the government, NGOs and displaced communities to
respond to displacement and bring about lasting solutions. :

To stabilize displaced communities and provide conditions for solutions. : -

_ To facilitate the return and reintegration of displaced populations, with
particular attention to vulnerable groups. ] g .
To advocate for the implementation of policies that  protect the rights of the displace

and other victims of the conflict. ) :
To minimize internal displacement and provide alternatives to flight from

regions of instability.
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People who were internally displaced due to the internal conflict of the North and East were
accommodated in Welfare Centers and some of them living with their friends and relatives are
gradually resettled after restoration of normalcy to their places of origin. Such people have
been provided with all basic amenities and services by the respective district and divisional
administration in coordination with stakeholders including INGOs and NGOs.

Following the resettlement of a majority of people with housing and livelihood support, the

current status of IDPs of the Northern and Eastern provinces is appended below on District
basis.

Northern Province

Of the 05 Districts in the Northern Province, resettlement of IDPs remains only in Jaffna and
Kilinochchi Districts.

a)Jaffna District: Remaining IDPs to be Resettled (No. of Families) - 2311

1. In Welfare Centers /Camps 2. With Friends and Relatives

136 2175

i)Priority is given to resettle the 136 families who live in Welfare Centers in Jaffna.

Number of Welfare Centers in Jaffna - 15
Total No.of Families in Welfare Centers / Camps -136

Description No.of Families
Action Taken to Resettle * 106
Land Provided. Housing is on going 10
Housing will be provided 08
Land Purchased but not provided 06
To Be relocated at Palaly North (Land cleared) 7
Land Identified and ready to Purchase 02
Land Identified to Purchased(Allocation Received) 09
Action To Be Taken * 30
Own Land in HSZ 09
Landless 21

* NGO Assistance to Provide for 106 Families in Welfare Centre in Jaffna

Organization No.of Temporary | No.of Toilets No.of Wells
Shelters
Offer Ceylon 20 20 -
Rahama 25 5 5

For IDPs living in welfare centers, all facilities are provided for their well-being and basic
facilities for their children, schooling and welfare facilities as well access to economic
activities and also protection of their rights and privileges.

** Action to be Taken to Resettle the 30 IDP families in Welfare Centers in Jaffna

- Release of lands from the occupation of Military.

- Lands purchased from government funds

- State land has been identified near the coastline for fishery community.

- Adiscussion with NGOs and INGOs was held to request for assistance to provide shelter
facilities, water, sanitation and livelihood support for the IDPs.

ii)Actions Taken to Resettle IDPs Living with Friends and Relatives in Jaffna

As their lands are located in the center of the Army, Navy and Police Headquarters area,
when legal acquisition was initiated, a case was filed in the Supreme Court. However these
families live within or adjoining Thelipallai divisional area and divisional administration has
provided all basic facilities. Their rights are also protected irrespective of their IDP status.

b)Kilinochchi District

There are no IDP families living in Welfare Centers in Kilinochchi. However 182 families
remain with their friends and relatives in the Peninsula. 177 IDPs live in Pachchilaippalli
Division, under the GN divisions of Iththavi, Mugamalai and Vempodukerny where demining
is in progress. The demining agencies such as MAG, DASH and Halo Trust who are engaged

in the demining process have agreed to expedite and release the land in order to resettle the
|DPs within their origin places.

Similar to the Jaffna District, people from this area are also provided facilities and have their
rights protected irrespective of their IDP status.

e mET |
N;.of t::I: :e Curr:::a::'::Iem Action forj
s esettle
ivisi ivisi ttlement
DS Division GN Division Eamiiies rosstiement resef
I
y n 02
Kanag: ikul 02 :
01 | Karachchi Army Occupied
Thiruvaiaru 01
s -
'_‘hﬁ",_——__oz_ Clearance
| Mugarmell = Land mines worksion
02 | Pachchilaippalli &
: Vempodukerny 131 going
|Eesba i s
Total 182
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Eastern Province

Of the 03 Districts, IDPs are present only in Trincomalee and Ampara Districts and they live
with their friends and relatives. There no Welfare Camps in the Eastern Province.

1. Trincomalee District

In Trincomalee District, 39 families belonging to Kinniya Divisional Secretariat live with their
friends and relatives. A land has identified to resettle them, and policy level agreement has
been reached with the Land Reform Commission for the use of this land.

No | DS Division| GN Division | Number of families | Action for resettlement
to be resettled
o1 Kinniya Upparu 39 land  identified  and

submitted for approval of
Land Reform Commission.

Earlier there were 55 IDP families in Kinniya Division but this number has declined doe to
Death, receipt of assistance from other housing programs and refusal to Refused to resettle
due to various reasons such as their elderly status (living with their children).

2. Ampara District

No Ds GN division No. of. Actions being Taken
Division Families
01 Pothuvil Kanakar Kiramam 204 Land Issuing programme (Land
Urani Kachcheri) has been held for 125

families. Arrangements are being
made to hold Land Kachcheris for
rest of the families.

Due to constraints of budgetary provision for housing and facilities, a request has been
made to bi- lateral agencies for assistance for the IDPs.

Priority is given for families based on the number of members per family and the
period of their displacement.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Speaker, -
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, the Hon. President has made an elaborate
Statement on his intentions regarding devolution,
development matters as well as regarding reconciliation
in the North and the East, together with the other
intended legislations he wants to introduce. While
thanking him for his elaborate Statement - perhaps, we
can debate it on a different day - in the mean time, I
would earnestly request the President to look at two
issues. One is - Hon. President, I have raised this issue
with you personally as well - you had referred to the
participation of some parties with misconceptions at the
All Party Conference. We, too, participated with some
inhibitions, but then, unfortunately, it came true when
issues relating to elections were taken up. Now, we have
an issue particularly relating to the North and the East.
Muslims are an integral part of the Northern and the
Eastern Provinces and as stakeholders, similarly as you
have had discussions with the Tamil Members of
Parliament, we, too, would like to have a direct
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discussion with you rather than with your Foreign
Minister and the Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms. We would appreciate it if we, as
Muslim Members of Parliament, be given a chance to
have a same level of discussions so that we also can
resolve some of these issues.

In the meantime, we also have another issue, which
we have raised with the Prime Minister and the Hon.
Janaka Wakkumbura, the State Minister in charge of the
subject, is also aware of it. It relates to the impending
elections for the local government authorities. I am not
going to raise an issue about those elections now because
that creates disturbances. Our problem is, as Party
Leaders, we have been seriously hampered with many
candidates, who have got their political rights but are
government servants, now being misplaced; they have
gone to other schools on transfers and there are various
other issues. If there is no intention of holding elections,
you had rather cancel the nominations and allow those
people to get back to their original places of work. So,
this is a serious issue, Hon. President and you had better
earnestly consider this. I think all the Party Leaders will
agree on this, if at all it happens. - [Interruption.]

@G 6B S B ®&ew» Owm

(omevsrLyLll@ rewilev allédrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Firstly, regarding answering the issues of the Muslims
- 1 do not think others will take that up - as far as [ am
concerned, I am prepared to meet you all, as I said, after I
discuss this. I am prepared to discuss the matters
concerning the Muslims, not only in the North and the
East, but also in the rest of the country. The Minister of
Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Justice have been
appointed because we have given certain timelines and
information. If the Tamil Members representing the North
and the East want a change in that or want more
information, then, they can contact those Ministers. So,
that is limited to that issue. And, now that you have
requested, we will cancel those election nominations.
There is no problem. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
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B0y, ".....and that Government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth"
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ydmwes oy [&sdds #88] The other thing is, you want
elections. How can I give you elections, when you are not
even bringing in the Motion of No Confidence? We offered
you all the chance this week, but you all did not take it.
When do you want to take it up? So, how can I give you
elections, when you cannot even bring in a Motion of No
Confidence?
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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OO0 SnIeBROA, IS  0wlsl  csimd,
Parliamentary Business Committee dowf Bsig Boen 000
80 O wiwm@ FBEE - [d HE@H] 4O No-
Confidence Motion &0 85e muews ¢dand. [y HES]
I was listening to you, Hon. President. Please let me reply.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

®©0 mOznwemn®A, there is a convention that when
you put forward a Motion of No Confidence, it must be
disposed of immediately.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
No, no.
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Sir, can I clarify the matters raised by the Hon.
Sivagnanam Shritharan?
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Yes, please.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

He is the only Tamil MP who raised an issue, firstly,
on having federalism, whether you can have Tamils only.
No, you cannot. It is as those in the country as a whole
electorate or as people of two provinces. That is, unless
they change the Constitution. But, I have taken into view
what the Tamils have wanted and that they have been
suffering. - [Interruption ] You are calling me a Sinhala
racist and the Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero is
calling me a Tamil supporter. So, where do I stand?
Anyway, | understand the problems you are having.

All T want is to ensure that the Thirteenth Amendment
is implemented because we are spending half a trillion
rupees on provincial councils! The people of the North,
the South or the Uva are not getting any benefit out of
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them. So, let us do it. When you do it, it will also resolve
part of the issues there. I am trying to act within the
Constitution. But, if the Hon. Member wants to talk of
anything else, I am prepared to. I know he represents an
area where people are undergoing a lot of suffering. I
understand that, but the best thing is that we all get
together and see how we can resolve it.
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asked the Minister of Health:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House, separately -

(1) the total number of laboratory-confirmed
cases;

(ii) the total number of confirmed deaths; and

(iii) the breakdown of deaths based on age,
gender, province and district of residence,
ethnicity and religion of the deceased;

with regard to the COVID-19 disease in Sri Lanka
during the period from 2019 to 2022?

Will he also inform this House, separately -
(i) the method/s used for disposal of dead
bodies;
(ii)  the total number of dead bodies disposed of
by cremation;
(iif)  the total number of dead bodies disposed of
by burial; and

(iv) the breakdown of dead bodies disposed of
by cremation and burial based on age,
gender, province and district of residence,
ethnicity and religion of the deceased;

with regard to the COVID-19 deaths in Sri Lanka
during the period from 2019 to 20227

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

)

(ii)
(iif)

the number of kidney patients who have
been reported in each Divisional Secretary's
Division of the Anuradhapura District in
each year from 2015 up to now, separately;

the number of such kidney patients who
receive the kidney allowance at present; and

the measures that will be taken towards the
welfare of the kidney patients referred to in
(i) above?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) the total number of buses which are
operated in the Polonnaruwa District under
the "Gemi Seriya" programme;

(ii)  separately, the names of routes along which
each of those buses is operated; and

(iii) the measures that will be taken to improve
transport facilities of the people living in
remote villages of the Polonnaruwa
District?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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hospital has been constructed in the Laggala
New Town;

if so, the amount spent on the construction
of aforesaid hospital;

whether he is aware that the aforesaid
hospital does not have a dialysis unit for
kidney patients and a labour room; and

the steps that will be taken by the Ministry
to complete the existing deficiencies of the
hospital and develop it further?
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asked the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and
Social Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of Samurdhi relief recipients
within the Anuradhapura District at present;

(it) the number of Samurdhi relief recipients
who have been empowered by now of that
District;

(iii) whether he is aware that there are a large
number of families who have tendered
applications expecting to obtain Samurdhi
relief;

(iv) whether steps will be taken to grant
Samurdhi relief to such families; and

(v) ifso, on what date?
(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) separately, the requirement and the
production of maize in Sri Lanka from year
2015 to date, according to each year;

(i) if maize had been imported during the
aforesaid period, separately, the imported
quantity and the amount spent according to
each year; and

(iii) the measures that will be taken to make Sri
Lanka self-sufficient in maize?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, the profit/loss of Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation in each year from
2015 to date;

(i) whether he is aware that the aforesaid
Corporation has paid bonus for the year
2023;

(iif)  the amount of money that has been spent on
paying bonus, separately in terms of each
service category; and
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(iv) the action that will be taken against the
administration of Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation regarding payment of bonus,
disregarding the instructions issued by the
Treasury?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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Hon. State Minister, please commence your speech.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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Parliament counted, and a Quorum not being present, the Division
Bells were ordered to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present-
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, please continue.
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallareri Hjsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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Parliament counted, and a Quorum not being present, the Division

Bells were ordered to be rung.
Later, a Quorum being present -
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Hon. Leader of the House.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, please continue with your
speech.
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(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(orerfl@ @wssaflsr Nrds salleFreri Hjauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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Parliament counted, and a Quorum not being present, the Division

Bells were ordered to be rung.
Later, a Quorum being present -
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Members, because of the delay that occurred
earlier, some of the Opposition Members have only two
minutes to speak. So, let us not delay this further.

Hon. Minister, please continue with your speech.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Yes, Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera?
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Next, the Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi. You have nine
minutes.
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Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Douglas Devananda. You have 20
minutes.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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Parliament counted, and a Quorum not being present, the Division
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Hon. Minister, please continue.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I did not mention his name. - [Interruption]
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you can clarify it after the Hon.
Member's speech. After the Hon. Member's speech, 1 will
give you time.
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Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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Two minutes?
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No, you have one more minute.
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Sir, normally, you inform us two minutes before out
time ends. So, I thought I have two more minutes. Let me
finish, Sir. I will conclude.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, please be brief with your clarification.

oG IR edDamsI Swmo

(orenTfl@ Ldereiv GHeuTaThHsT)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, he mentioned my name.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Sampath Athukorala. You have seven
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Hesha Withanage to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Hesha Withanage do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair and THE HON. HESHA WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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One minute? Well, there is nothing to wind up in one
minute, Sir, as you will be pleased to see the time was
taken by the discussion we had around the question of the
Quorum. The question of the Quorum is a principle
position we are taking, however much it becomes
uncomfortable to all the parties concerned. We will have
to continue this action of ours in order to ensure our
representation in the Committee on Parliamentary
Business. Thank you, Sir.
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Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage.
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You have about seven minutes, thanks to the
interventions made.
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Sir, we are talking about the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution. That is not something which was
brought about by any other country, but by us; we
ourselves brought the Thirteenth Amendment into the
1978 Constitution. There was an issue in this country; we
had a 30-year war and it had to end at some point. Every
person in this country should be able to live in a united
Sri Lanka. Every Sri Lankan has to be given the right to
live in this country. They have the right to live in this
country and also the right to enjoy equal opportunities in
this country. I think we cannot go ahead unless we come
to some compromise. Obviously, there is going to be
some compromise when it comes to the implementation
of the Thirteenth Amendment. We are not going to give in
to everything that it provides for. We have to make some

amendments to it and come to some compromise. If that
is what is needed, it has to be done. There has to be some
sort of a solution to the problem we are having in this
country because at Geneva, whether we like it or not, this
issue going to be thrown in our face every year. So, we
have got to find a solution to this problem because we
cannot go ahead without doing that.
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Hon. State Minister, your time is up.

O VBN ®®ed dvTSw

(wressryfl@ (HHwa) Lwesrm &wCas)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)

3¢ ©® 0O @ BW, eB0E vE @y DD g
S mer 0. O e meg? BICDEO NVE WO,
gewms O BOD. & BBw M®ed® Bxnr ®»IBDo.

@G O8x¥e BeBBB ®wmo
(oreryflg Flbs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

»Y¢ Im wog onSet? [Piis £50]

®G; DN ®Ped DHISe

(wressryfl@ (S Hwe) Lwesrm &Cs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)

®0 ®mG WO 98 e¢simy. Y mog Ty Bam
O O gog BN Do BN ODOSR! [Aids HE@H] 0®
0O @O e@mud. [@vids HE@n] ©o OTEHOA,
RO IO wO®ITAB. ©O0 BwsIm Ry ODOSE.
S0d 0600 Om OBOcerE O, O VWD O
WO WO, OO & PBewm BB hed Bmeemnid
O weg. @ BBw & IO BOWOR WBZID, @O
SO WOWOC BB Dhed Y Dem Ncd®W Bd®
O @O WG WO, e@umwte & mOsTesI? wBwd
0 S Deed. IO od ewde vl Led ¢@mn.
RINOBIE O @y ED Pedied SOy gw. InemO Jo
o question meg onFery ¢ 8? OmemO 0@ LrNIBn®s
RINOTEed NEDP. OBEO OO OB 8
Omemd ydm» meg men? @8 ydm meg msert
a8um Podsicsy c@xfer @@ Bwecd? w8 yd» meg
ey Ng@woe o? 8 dend® meg mPes? &
010D mO Dyens Bded ¢ 8?

DO R0 05:e) OIE @

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, please wind up. Your time is up.
I have given you an extra minute and a half.
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Hon. Presiding Member, -
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, the Hon. Member is misleading the House, the
country and the international community. The President
never said that it is only for North and the East; he said
that it is for the whole country. If you do not like it, bring
in a motion and defeat it. Do not mislead the country, my
Friend, my brother.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

It is not a point of Order. Thank you. Sgwd, ©o &d&m»
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Order, please! The Hon. Speaker will now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE left the Chair,
and THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 6 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 7, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 8 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question, that the New Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed
to.

New Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Order for consideration of Bill, as amended (in the Legislative
Standing Committee), read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.19 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 10th August, 2023.
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