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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2880059 mOyYn BEIE mdm wwied dud®x 2023
8@ 22 8BmSoca, OO a¢ 8 g.vo. 2.000 maom e
80 gom 028 & @800 Bwdn 285 60 u8e
08 05 eCHL ©0 @8m OIFOCeE BwEeerno®
008s7 1® 200 W OFend.

88 eE2518w 88w x38®
Fsorilssliul L LGS TBiseT
PAPERS PRESENTED

oG BB (3Do8s) ©BE oyddesin Owm

(g0 g 9% B8Ee®BIREDd BwIsIBHH®)

(oreryllg FULgsrent (sorBld)) &Asv LNGrwmwhs -

%606 GEMFF(HLID LITTTEHLOGSTME FeDLI (LPSH6V6M (HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Minister of Industries)
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(The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi)
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(The Hon. Shantha Bandara - State Minister of Mass Media)
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(The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBHTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2023 ©535098 08 0 8» 050 ¢ ©8Eed®sin
»OGn BEIC mdm wwr dfBed Boems me 888 ac Emd
Be®m» D:8m BEnC gednizr mO» y&» 0dm EmwemO
W OB C1Ed.

28EBe®5Ined dIdd®

LT T@RLOGTD LDT6)
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@0 BBt (§0:80) e98F eyg@Bwsin Swvmo

(oresryfl@ #LLsgrent (seurBld)) ardlsv LNCTomwhHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Also time could be extended by one hour at the end.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Do you all agree also to extend time by one hour at the
end?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)’
Yes, till 6.30 p.m. Is that okay?
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SUSARANA LANKA FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION) BILL
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(The Hon. Asanka Navarathna)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Education for report.
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TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF REPRESENTING
COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT BY THE HON. ALI

SABRI RAHEEM, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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B0 DOIBNGHROA, ¢ Dol Limamdd BDewsim
eenEE ©0 Do WMEed BuI Bedmds. ©©
Bedvewsy dBed gdmIe @wd OB B8, "Besd"
DBCww . 95I8wd, Vod@ednw, B.ndys D, 8E8mw
@2 CODE 0@ 9m edrersy Dxsn D8z 8DADD.
o®n OxEn Be® o8 0e»e Beamdw Bem Om
CCI® 0995 BONMWS YRWD 85 MO Bedmds. &
D0d® HWHBHO of HOB 0® DBCBed Bden FMBIB®G
8w 40, 755 ¢m0 y@remen 8©.



2811 2023 w5850 22 2812

©20e0IN B0 GBIDB OB B0 BeRsTesy Bwwd
25, 35 gm0 y@emen oc®d. 99 Hw o8 8D
2DDB @8 WO ® DBJww @ed Ced Dmidn SO
e HD® wewr DM® Bwdd ot BwecEr 0® dhews’ ©©
2CROE I, & D1ed® dedvewsI® ewedys Wedyed
GO, 8wwade 9d0 WmOT® Bwucy 00 oo
DOO.

@0 BBt (300280) y38E eyg@Lwsin Swmo

(oreryflg FlLssrent (svTHS) &dsw LNCTMWHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan. You have 12
minutes.
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) ROHINI KUMARI WIJERATHNA
left the Chair, and THE HON. (DR.) (MS,) HARINI AMARASURIYA
took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Presiding Member, on the 24" of April, 2019,
when I made a statement about the Easter Sunday
bombings, I suspected there was some kind of an
international connection by looking at the way the
bombings took place. However, looking at the evidence
of Senior DIG Ravi Seneviratne, the head of the CID at
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that time and who was appointed by former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, it seemed that there was no such
evidence, no ISIS connection because there was no
evidence of their funds coming into the country, no
evidences of training, logistical support or a
communication link and the explosives used had also
been locally available ones. That is the first point.

The second point is, was there somebody above
Zahran? Abu Hind talked regularly to Zaharan, Hadiya,
the wife of Zahran said and she also said that on such
occasions, she was asked to leave the room. Then, Noufer
Moulavi, the theoretician of the National Thowheeth
Jama'ath - the NTJ - and Zahran’s team clashed. What did
they clash about? It was because they had planned an
attack in 2020, but wanted it advanced to 2019. Zahran
returns two days after the clash and says, "No, we are
going to execute things much earlier."

We need to think about the next point. They had
deployed another cadre to take away a suicide bomber in
case he was unable to explode the bomb. So, if Zahran
died, then somebody else was left behind. This naturally
leads to the conclusion that there are others above Zahran.
We know that CCTV cameras showed that Jameel left the
Taj Samudra Hotel after receiving a call. Azad Maulana
says that Suresh Salley called him and wanted him to
rescue Jameel. Whether that evidence is right or wrong is
up to the investigators to find out. We would not come
into any conclusions about that. But, due to the doubt that
Maulana may not act, a military intelligence team goes to
Jameel's home and Jameel's mother's home in
Dematagoda and in Wellampitiya. Taken by a three-
wheeler driver, Jameel goes to the Tropical Inn in
Dehiwala and he keeps the bomb there. Then, he goes to a
mosque in Dehiwala and the worshippers were troubled
by his suspicious presence. The agent of the security
company which looks after the mosque comes and
questions Jameel. Jameel says, "I had a disagreement with
my wife and came here". The security agent then takes a
call to Jameel's wife and she says the same story; the
husband's and the wife's stories actually tallied.
Therefore, the security agent releases Jameel. We know
the story after that, Jameel goes back to the Tropical Inn
and explodes the bomb. The question is this: why did
military intelligence then go to Jameel's house? That is
really another unanswered question. According to the
information available, when those intelligence officers
were questioned, they said they were surveilling Jameel.
If they were surveilling Jameel, what happened on the
20™ and 21 of April, 2019? Where was the surveillance
of Jameel? So, those are unanswered questions.

Then, Shani Abeysekara was removed from his
position and transferred. Former President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa promised that when he was elected, he would
get to the bottom of this, go after the culprits and serve
justice. But, after he was elected, he completely forgot all
of that and really went after individuals. So, Shani
Abeysekara was transferred on the 21% of November,
2019 as the PA to the DIG, Galle. See what had happened
to him. Subsequently, he was even interdicted on the 07™

of January, 2020. Former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
recently made a statement that he transferred Shani
Abeysekara because of Ranjan Ramanayake's audio
tapes. He transferred him on the 21% of November, 2019,
but Ranjan Ramanayake's audio tapes came out on the
04" of January, 2020. So, that statement is not an
accurate statement and I have to, unfortunately, mention
that. Shani Abeysekara has not even been given his
pension, even though the AAT has determined and the
National Police Commission has also approved that he
should receive his pension.

On the 19" of February, 2019, Hadiya and Sara
Jasmine, the wife of Hasthun, the suicide bomber of
Katuwapitiya Church, together established Zahran’s
identity by a photograph. The wives were not arrested
because they had not committed a crime. Shani
Abeysekara was implicated in the Vaas Gunawardena’s
case, held for ten months and subsequently, released
because there was no evidence; he was exonerated. So, it
is very unfortunate that that kind of things actually
happened.

We do not know whether Sara Jasmine is alive or
dead. Three DNA tests were done, two tests proved
negative and the third became positive. Hadiya’s
evidence suggests that Sara is alive. We do not know. So,
those are things for the investigators to establish. We, as
Parliamentarians, cannot say anything definite, but we
can raise questions.

So, we need revelations. What are we talking about
here? Nearly 270 deaths with over 40 foreign nationals
among them! Who is responsible for that? Who are the
brains behind this? The suicide bombers, obviously, and
those who aided and abetted. Also, the failure of the
intelligence services to stop that has been established. Of
course, we would like them to clear themselves by
actually having an independent investigation. Therefore,
an independent investigation is necessary.

Now, I have a few suggestions to make. One is, the
National Security Council must be legislated because you
cannot have a situation where the Prime Minister says
that he did not actually attend the meetings of that
Council. We cannot leave only to the President to decide
on national security. Therefore, the National Security
Council should actually be legislated. Also, an
international investigation is needed. Whether an
investigation could be held with some of those people
mentioned still in those positions is another question. The
President has a legal and moral responsibility to initiate
that.

On the day of the bombings, former MP Hon. Ajith P.
Perera, my Colleague, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva,
former MP Hon. Mujibur Rahuman and I went to the
Temple Trees and subsequently, to the Defence Ministry.
We went there and we were shown into the National
Security Council. We were not really satisfied with what
we actually heard. Subsequently, the Hon. Ruwan
Wijewardene called a press conference. I also walked in
to the press conference with him. At the press conference,
we decided to declare an all-island curfew, even though
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we had no approval. I want to state that to show the Hon.
Ruwan Wijewardene's courage. I also want to state that he
actually did it because we did not want a repetition of
what happened in 1983.

DO YR30 OGS

(LomessTL 0@ HEPEVMLOGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uT&6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®C 96T BmOSH DWvmo

(omevsryLll@ @)rresr aild&lrLorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

So, we did not want it to happen; we did not want
anything to go wrong on the streets. Even though we
would be sacked, the Hon. Ruwan Wijewardene and I
decided that we should declare an all-island curfew and
bring things under control.

Madam, I would like to conclude with this. President
Ranil Wickremesinghe, when he was Prime Minister -
this was also brought up by the Hon. Niroshan Perera
yesterday when he opened this Debate - said on the 17" of
May, 2022 that he would provide international expertise
necessary to establish the truth about the Easter Sunday
bombings. That was in reply to the letter sent by the Hon.
Manusha Nanayakkara and the Hon. Harin Fernando,
present Ministers. Then, the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe
was quoted in the “Daily News” of 19" July, 2022 - by
then, he was the Acting President - as saying, "We seek
assistance of the British Government and the police
authorities in the investigation of the Easter Sunday
terrorist attacks, which killed nearly 270 people, due to
the incomplete nature of the investigation". As Prime
Minister and Acting President, that is what he said. I
would like to ask him, now, as President of the country,
what are you going to do? This needs an independent
investigation acceptable to everybody and prosecution.
We want to make sure that prosecution is done in the Sri
Lankan jurisdiction, not overseas. But, if we do not have a
proper investigation, unfortunately, like in other things
that had happened in this country, it is foreigners who will
interfere in our internal affairs.

Thank you very much for the time given.

®C §Roes BN PTG B

(oTeTL 0@ SeWVMWLSTHIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTdsT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO Sy OWRRSC G55 OB, VDO D0d 152
DICEED B .

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Imran Maharoof to the Chair?

@G O Sedewdms Puwm (8¢8I ©uv AcrH

3@ &)

(wrewrfl@ HepFer alCmGsay - errshs) WHMID eusIFdHS

O|EDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera - Minister of Power and

Energy)

Hon. Presiding Member, I propose that the Hon. Imran
Maharoof do now take the Chair.

G E®esz 8, et e3®8» Ses.
afleorr @GS HLILIL (5 s7Hmys Gl TeTeTLiLL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. (DR.) (MS.) HARINI AMARASURIYA left
the Chair, and THE HON. IMRAN MAHAROOF took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura - State Minister of

Provincial Councils and Local Government)
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©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVPLGTHIGD 2 L6 Sj6uissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, you have only two more minutes.

o0 BOerTunedd Dsigmninst ®nm

(wressrfl @ AeuBhasienT FhTsmhbseir)

(The Hon. Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan)

No. ® 22 minutes ozy, ¢s¥esy. ®0 »® five minutes
@I yoonTe?

©C §Roe8 500 OB ®o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVPLGTHIGD 2 L6 Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Okay.
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(The Hon. Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan)
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Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are debating the
Easter Sunday attack and the events related to that.

Sir, first, I would like to mention that I have just
returned from London this morning after attending a five-
day Course on Post-legislative Scrutiny conducted by the
University of London - UCL. It is so saddening to see that
legislations passed by the Parliament of Sri Lanka over
the last so many decades are not being implemented
properly. But, the world is moving on. They are
scrutinizing their legislations. The Hon. Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms is here.
Around the world, with post-legislative scrutiny, they
scrutinize the legislations passed previously by
Parliaments, add review clauses to those legislations to
see if the legislations that had been passed are working
properly, if the public is satisfied with them and whether
the legislations that had been passed are actually serving
their intended purposes. Since the Hon. Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms is here,
I would like to urge him to consider introducing post-
legislative scrutiny to the Parliament of Sri Lanka also so
that we can scrutinize legislations that had been passed
previously to see if they are doing what they were
intended to do, if the public is satisfied with those and
whether we can improve the legislations. Also, we can
add review clauses to the legislations. To the new laws or
legislations we are to pass, we can add a review clause or
at least a sunset clause to ensure that if a certain law is not
needed forever that it is only used for a short period of
time.

In that sense, I would like to urge the Hon. Minister to
consider this matter as well, which we are debating today.
There are many laws in this country. If we really wanted
to find out the truth behind the Easter Sunday attack, I am
sure and you will also agree, we could have done that as a
country. It is very evident after the "Channel 4"
documentary.

I have here with me the statement made by Azad
Maulana to the UN and in that, he has mentioned many
things. Now, as a country, what we should do is, we
should try to investigate into the matters that have been
mentioned in these statements. But, as opposed to that, we
see

[@oesmed ¢es 888 9O wom .|
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

one of the main accused and a State Minister of this
country going to the CID and filing a complaint. I do not
know what the content of the complaint is. In this
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statement, Azad Maulana has very clearly mentioned
names of people who were part of the State Intelligence
Service. He has also said that the Tripoli Platoon -
Pillayan was one of the main operatives of that squad -
directly reported only to Gotabaya Rajapaksa. Sir, let me
quote from his statement:

“The unit was initially led by Major Prabath Bulathwatte and
later by Colonel Shammi Kumararatne. It was under the direct
command of Maj. Gen. Amal Karunasena, who then had been
Director of MI and was later made Army Chief of Staff. This
platoon reported to Gotabaya Rajapaksa directly and received
orders only from him, when he was Secretary of Defence. This
platoon and the TMVP were responsible for a number of major
political assassinations during and after the war, including the
assassinations and disappearances of journalists. They are
particularly responsible for the assassinations of former
parliamentarians Joseph Pararajasingam and Nadarajah Raviraj,
the assassinations of journalists Lasantha Wickrematunge,
Sivaram and Nadesan as well as the disappearances of Professor
Sivasubramaniam Raveendranath, Vice-Chancellor of the
Eastern University and cartoonist Prageeth Ekneligoda.”

I am sure you have seen this statement. Sir, I would
like to table* this statement.

Hon. Minister, we need to start an investigation with
international help. There is no way that this country is
going to prosecute or even investigate its own
intelligence apparatus. They are the ones who have been
accused.
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“Thank you for raising with us Sri Lanka’s request for an
independent investigation into the Easter Sunday attacks. The
bombings that took place on April 21, 2019, were both
shocking and horrific, tragically claiming the lives of 269
people, including five U.S. citizens, and injuring hundreds of
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other innocent people. In the immediate aftermath of the attacks,
and continuing to the present day, the U.S. government provided
assistance in the investigation and prosecution of those
responsible - to the point that the Department of Justice filed a
criminal complaint in January, 2021 against those deemed
responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. In light of that, even
as we stand ready to continue providing support to your
government, it would not make sense for the United States to
conduct an additional investigation into the attacks.”
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.40 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 03rd October, 2023.
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