305 92 woedw - 13 D2 R 2023 51821938 19 D2 v d Do
CsrEa 305 - @ev. 13 2023 Q&u@ribui 19, QFsieumiisalypenLo
Volume 305 - No. 13 Tuesday, 19th September, 2023

S)EEe®@y D

(0 Fe®)
LITT@HLOGTM 6fl6x TS mBIdk 6T
(amedraFmi’)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE D15

B BTT Y Mdens
OFFICIAL REPORT

(aeadln Bown /Ulewy Smsbsliu_rsg /Uncorrected)






85I EO® I WS €R

Bedem:

DOITNEDDD0E BB
OB WE 0B OB B¢ (8.00ddD) 8 emYOBH:
eFENI®™STmBO euie®ns

880w® B0 ¢l cied 08xs¢ BEC
REOT®  Owmo wde  L@RE g 6w
208Ee®xIned Bewdts ®» eFm® Dnews’y v B3O

0100w DS BICH wwd: B @ 8wwsy

Edm @018 Y¥udwd ace oldE S8Sanm B8Ed¢
0O BBe® D@V

D8 B8E8no; aedv mOm» ydm wewr 0O WO®
BEB

S0 BBBDSwBed DaE%D

32500086 cBedam S K Dabmo
G2oB2 gBTBen WIS 5% Do&mo

ced e BEIE 0™ w1red Dalmd
YBHOEO D2 BERG
089 EDO ® 2o®xT g1y ydme:
23802 @i Bwwo®@mw @ ¥ BOO
yloRwesy Bwiwd.-d ABed® vmm:
Bewd®
@NER D1 YOS §88® eIBwsT 1D vHB:
alo ol
I 8e® yd»

Urgmesr 2_sirerL_ga10

Mlailliyaseir:
FUTBHTUISTS| FTTMIHT
Careumiwgl  eufl  (SwmSHLd)
LEARE I TEICREED]
Sw. sTidleugFd QasrigsTr liyanrblevTCs Filbs

FUL_Cpevd: o _wit

GLTT GVISST Sjeuisker Lgallwewlld Hemsvenlo
9| Bl&miflujib Uy Sl&

BTUWSLPLOTS [BWILDEITLD

LT TEHLOGST ML GFwevreri

FlLourda plewevulwm &wp: Cuevgdls o miliflesrissr

2 ullids eTullm  HTEGHVST  CeTLfLilevret
Qurellev  ellFTrewent umPlw  aflflliyenTiayd
QGFweviniey

QUTIICLPSY ailewL_&H%TeT alleTTHS%EHSEBTS 515 LG

seurEsrileuTeni Sudullers omlsama
IDWIFHFTT YCVTFMeTd: @1 I|WEensssT
SlewmaFri CuhuUTieneuds @ IM&HemaH6r
IraThs B upPlw Gueallsr 9Plésmas
allesrrdsEnd @ sumiilepsd aflenL_gssr
Sevtl gplallssHe cpev aflerr:
FOPD DITL_HHBIGENET PLYBIGMISSID LpwihHF
L semert LigleyGlaiiged F1 L 1b:
(W BI & B 6T
Csrwiby SHMDS BETL CILTHETTSTY O eH6sITE G WS
&L L_Ib:

PWBIGaiglser

(€] 00
@S5Flewauli] aflermdser
PRINCIPAL CONTENTS
ANNOUNCEMENTS: MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
REPORTS

Speaker's Certificate

Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill: Petition to the
Supreme Court

Appointment of Mr.  Gardiwasam  Kodikara
Appuhamillage Chaminda Kumara Kularatne as
Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary-General of
Parliament

Legislative Standing Committee: Additional Members

Awareness Programme on Police Investigations in
Connection with Easter Sunday Attacks

Time Allotted for Questions for Oral Answers

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS
PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Attempt to Regulate Social Media Platforms

REGISTRATION OF PERSONS ACT:
Regulations

COLOMBO PORT CITY ECONOMIC COMMISSION
ACT:
Regulations

ADJOURNMENT QUESTIONS






2299

35Ee®s3nd
LIT T T(@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2023 es51e89; 898 19 &2 @ewerc;Os¢a
2023 GleiiGlribrii- 19, Glreiisumiisaslpsnio
Tuesday, 19th September, 2023

8. 2. 9.300 ©:8E00sInd ded Be.
DO0EDH [05 OBsTe s gedDERD dwmn]
o500 B,
urgrepeTmd 1p.u. 9.30 wenlldh @ gniqwig).
FUTHTWST HeuisHer [oresrylg wanlbs wriiur HCueuiger]
BHEMEVEDLD UH BT 6.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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STETLIENS Sjeui B)FaemLid@ plalliumyr?
@) @erCpev, syetr?

asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) the mite infestation is causing damage to
coconut cultivation in Sri Lanka; and

(if)  the yield of coconut becomes very low and
unfit for consumption, as a result?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the measures that have been taken so far to
control the mite menace; and

(i) separately, the short-term and long-term
measures taken to protect coconut
cultivation, which earns Sri Lanka a huge
amount of foreign exchange?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation
Industries and Minister of Industries)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)
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DEPARTMENT OF POSTS: ANNUAL INCOME AND
EXPENDITURE

1547/2023
2. ®61 Go8amn BnO8ow BvISe

(oreryflg (Hpwgl) rredlsr allsalrwdmian)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe)
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(ii)

(iv)

SLITED FleneNTHBETSHI6IT U(HLTHS 6U(HLOTEITLD
wHmib  GFevallesid

weme,;

stedTLIeT  QeusuGoumras

GupLig FlewewTdhaenddHaresT FbueTDd WwHmID
QETOLILSNTOBEHESETS  UHLThHSLD  ClFew
UTGLD OlGTewas wrgy;

SlewenTdsenls  UssTuTeTTHEhsHF OlFaibsLt
L{BSlesTn ClEBT(HLILISITEY U BHET WiTeM6,

QeusfBTL_(Hd SLITL CFemeULHEN O QULPILIEHEUSHEIT
CLPEVLD  FlemeNTHB6ETD  UHLTHBL FFL_(Rl6TD
QU(HLOTEITLD WITS);

STOTLINS Sjeui @)FFenLid@ | Plalliurymr?

(24) @erCmeb, ereir?

asked the Minister of Mass Media:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

the annual income and expenditure of the
Department of Posts, separately;

the amount annually spent on salaries and
allowances of the above Department;

the types of allowances paid to the
employees of the Department; and

the annual revenue earned by the
Department through provision of external
postal services?

If not, why?

O @I DS OWm (BB Goesrs gBImBHE)

(oresryflg Frhs uaTLTy - QeugsFar oar & @)rremmis

S|EDLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Shantha Bandara - State Minister of Mass Media)

O DOIBNIDROB, BB IR eDHEDsY &
00 yEDO 8BRS A @gmho.

(8)

)

le1E1 D88 0¢w® | Do88m Bwe® (61.8)
(6.®)

2022 9,269 16,272

2023.06.30 2»0 | 6,541 8,166
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(wrevryfl@ (Sl pod)) rredlsr ailddlrwdnian)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe)

OO DDNBNBWROB, Ood gnd yEm® eOwa.
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(The Hon. Shantha Bandara)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe)
©De® BRBB, ©O Coess HOBROA.
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yBeFBw6: Hwod®Ozm B3O

S LIGILIT([H6T (e TemIGGI6uLDd LiHBlw
CaAws6sTeTens: 9 LpevL (HddHs0
NATIONAL POLICY ON WASTE MANAGEMENT:
IMPLEMENTATION

1618/2023
3. 06 Bedes g¥msnem Owmo
(oreTL Lol Hlevew HGSHTWES)
(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)
880 @@sn@ieesy gy y@dmw - (2):

(@) (1) 2020 Obwewld?® w©wlws a@mserns S8BT
aucds el me  B88de  HBm
gBenBurs wmed 6 & wdeord DoRO
B1DE0BD GIBBB) WEBNEOD) & DO,
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HDDTLD HewLdFenyd CoHl L allerT:

(=)

(=b)
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(i)

(if)

20200 Syt FHOHTLE  jeWLoFFeTT6V
E YOy (LB TEWLDSFI6ULD umnlus
CapAwsbsTeTens  SWTMesslul (B BB6edTd L
QuUIrmIIE6T ewHWeNSSILBLL  BlMIeussTHISET
(368115 TEwTLILIL_(DSTTETENT 6T6ITLISH S ULD;
uileyin, 202290 oy eTBeuswr F CFHTLiT
urer QFwpurl (g S L Grermy swrildssl
LIL 6)l6V6m6V 6T6ITLISH S LD,

Sjeui THmISE s rereurym?

(i)

(if)

(i)

(iv)

v)

GupLiy CameremsEenil Sy (LPeVLIBSSHIUSMHITEOT
Qrwpur’ B$ S L Cwrerm  @srmerailsy
SWITHEBSLILL(HETETS T 6T6ITLIENS W|LD;

9,6lwesfley, Guhuy CFwpurT (Bd Sl L b

wTES6EITLIEN S W|LD;

@)srCmev, 95 swrflsstu@h  Sag)
wTESH6EITLIEN S W|LD;

Gumhuig Gameremasemiw I LpVLBSSHIDELTH]
B (e FHullev eFHUL ddm1qui FdbseLmH6T
(3) 68T TewTLILIL_(DSTTETEITEU T 6T6ITLISH S ULLD;

9, 6lwesfle, Guphuy FHAssvEemens SiliLsH
&1&$ Swrfléssiul Hsrer (peppuilwsd wrblgesr
LIENG 1L|LD;

Sjeui @)FFemLidb@ Plafliiuimyr?

@)eT@meD, eTeir?

asked the Minister of Environment:
Will he admit that -

(@)

(b)

(M

(ii)

a National Policy on Waste Management
was prepared by the Ministry of
Environment in year 2020 and had even
identified the institutions to which the
responsibilities will be entrusted; and

the Action Plan regarding the aforesaid
policy was not prepared till the year 20227

Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

whether an Action Plan has been prepared
to implement the aforementioned policy;

if so, what the aforesaid Action Plan is;

(iii)  if not, the date it will be prepared;

(iv) whether the issues that could be
experienced  during  the  practical
implementation of the aforesaid policy have
been identified; and

(v) if not, the mechanism prepared to address
the aforesaid issues?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

©S »HBE 0O Swmo (880 ¢PImBRS)
(revryfl@ oS HQDWL - HFHDTL 6D HEOLOFFT)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)
Sir, the Answer is as follows:
(a) (1) Tagree.

(ii) Ido not agree.
(b) (i) Yes.

(ii) The National Waste Management Plan had

been prepared under the '"National
Environmental Action Plan 2022-2030".
Theme 06, Holistic Waste Management of
the Action Plan is attached as Annex.

Sir, I table* the Annex.

(iii)  Not relevant.

(iv) Yes. The following problems have been

identified as those which would crop up
during the practical implementation of the
above-mentioned policy.

1. Financial provisions are minimal.

2. The dearth of technical officers with
knowledge and skills relevant to waste
management at local authorities.

3. The shortage of sanitary workers,
equipment, vehicles and infrastructure
necessary for local authorities.

4. Difficulty in acquiring land necessary
for waste management.

5. Opposition raised by people in
implementing ~ waste = management
projects.

6. Lack of “safe waste holders” necessary
in managing hazardous waste.

(v)  The courses of action that could be adopted

in solving the above-mentioned problems
are as follows:

1. Implementing Action Plans relevant to

waste management according to the
availability of financial provisions.

* gefmmiged 3 .
* preflewaiSSle) sweusHLILIL (HeTsndy.
* Placed in the Library.
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2. TImplementing proper awareness-raising
and training programmes.

3. Imposing new regulations.

(c) Does not arise.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©C Bedes @¥mvNED OIER®, @nd Y& gvmOag?

@G Bedes gimzrnem Onmo
(orerLLll @ Fleve IGSBHTWSS)

(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)

3RS YA@® BN, O WOITNBDROB.

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@68, ©DeI® BAG.

ydm gom 4 -1640/2023- (1), 06 BEost SwBEm @wno -

[ee0 08w ne 23».]

DB o BRODRB: D 5% eWeBm
3@ Benes
aUeyaflIuT LIVEHEDEVEHBLPSHLD: o6 HeueT LoMHMmILD
Cuerglssuarts LHMHTHEGHHMD

UNIVERSITY OF VAVUNIYA: SHORTAGE OF HUMAN AND
PHYSICAL RESOURCES

1680/2023

5. ©& DFed BE®R NS Dwvmn
(oresrLyLll@ FTeiTerv BliTLo6VBTS6T)

(The Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan)

3052 ¢PIBBRSIeOBT e y@me - (1):

() () ©p» @o®n @ c¢ 0gBwoe
BAOBEed mbe ©eERE yoBms o
ewedm wdu Buws OB IO ¢ienie;

(i) ©® yote:y) BoBOD wv 8w cwedm w®ussf
G20 200 Bwdd oxiesic;

(i) O9Bwo BHFODHEES BLDEO gg Oedtdes,
YEBD w5 OI5NCO w IFFHOE 8m
BB Budd wsIesic;

@W5I) O EO® ©dD ¢BIOsTesie?
(#0) @0 el »Hd, S Oxfe?

H6vall v LFFenrd CoHL L ailer:

(o) () oewemwoulld oyriolssiuc L susyesflwr
LVEDVSHYPHESSD  ugailwent  GleunhpilLmi
S@pD GUeTSlE eueTLILDHDTHGMMULD STessTLI
LBESTMEIT 6THTLIENS HMUTTT 6TETLIENGUJLD 5

208Ee@xInd 2334

(i) Gupuy  Qeuppmisemer  BIrliLeusnH@LD
UDHDT&HGmDILTEH6TeT ClLIeTSS aueTBIGeHOTL
QuUDMIGESTHSHD  BLaugdhend  sT(HdbsL
LMD 6TETLISNSW|LD 5

(i) sueyewsflwim LISV 6D 605 B LB HB60T
L BISERSGIIL  QUOTTHBISZENET  (LPsLEM6VSH 6|
wHmD et AW reul L _migeflsy
BnieyeushH@ — BLeughms  6T(HSSELILIEIDT
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House whether -

(1) there is a shortage of staff and physical
resources in the recently established
Vavuniya University;

(i)  steps will be taken to fill the vacancies and
provide the lacking physical resources;

(iif)  steps will be taken to establish campuses in
the Districts of Mullaitivu and Mannar
attached to the faculties of Vavuniya
University?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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REGIONAL CO-OPERATIVE SALES OUTLETS: MONARAGALA
DISTRICT
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food
Security:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of Co-operative Societies in the
Monaragala District;

(i) the number of regional co-operative sales
outlets in that district;

(iii) the number of employees serving in those
regional sales outlets; and

(iv) whether Lanka Sathosa Limited provides
consumer goods for those outlets?

(b) Ifnot, why?

o0 BT Yymslg Qwmo (edge, DS W Gawd
80 8mm g s®)

(wrewrfl@ BedledT LITeTTHG - 6uiHSHH, euTewilu HMID
2_ewTeyLl UTGISTLIL| HEDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce
and Food Security)
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asked the Minister of Urban Development and
Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he admits that the “X-Press Pearl”
shipwreck caused massive environmental
damage; and

(i) the current progress of the process of
calculating the said environmental damage
and providing compensation in respect
thereof?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Arundika Fernando - State Minister of Urban
Development and Housing)
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damage cost of the oil spill, the damage cost
of nitrogen added to the ocean, the damage
cost of air pollution-human health impacts,
the damage cost due to the dioxin and furan,
the damage to turtles and associated
economic losses, impacts on whales,
microplastic-related damage costs, the cost
to the fish consumers, the cost to the beach
users, the direct losses to fishery, the
impacts on fisheries livelihoods, the
incurred costs, future costs, monitoring
costs, restoration costs and all add up to US
Dollars 6.483 billion.
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asked the Minister of Health:
(a)  Will he inform this House, separately -

(i) the approved number of employees and the
number of employees currently employed
in Mutur Base Hospital in Trincomalee
District; and

(i) the number of doctors and nurses working
in that hospital according to their language
of communication?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the measures taken to
fill the vacancies in the above hospital?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari
Wijerathna do now take the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I will speak in English on
that. It is completely an archaic piece of legislation. It is
also draconian, violates the basic principles and is
certainly an overreach, Hon. State Minister. You will
never be able to go to London, Dubai, Singapore or
wherever and sell this country’s investment opportunities,
if your own Colleagues are going to bring in a piece of
legislation which prevents IT companies from setting up
their businesses here. While we want that kind of
investments here, this is going to kill your investments.
So, you have to get up and stop this.

It also violates the basic principles of freedom of
thought and speech. What are you trying to do with this
legislation? You are saying in this draft legislation that
you would set up a Commission, the President would
appoint the Commission members, from among whom he
would select a chairman and that Commission would
determine what is the truth and what is not. Who are you
to say what is the truth and what is not? Hon. State
Minister, when you all were mismanaging the economy,
we, on this side, got up and told you all a multiple times,
"Do not tell us lies", but you all told us lies. The Hon.

208Ee@xInd

2370

Ajith Nivard Cabraal, standing up in Parliament, said,
"We have UD Dollars two billion, three billion in
reserves". But, subsequently, we were told that that was
an utter lie and that we only had US Dollars 30 million in
reserves, not billions but millions. Then, our country
went bankrupt. So, you all were continuously giving out
false information and misleading the people. And now,
you all say that there would be this Commission which
would determine what is the truth and what is false. That
is not possible.

©C R0 OGS

(orenT Ll @ VWS THIGL 2 MILILNETT SjeuTdsir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up now.

@G (89028) w8y ¢ BFDr Bwmo

(oressrfl@ (HVTHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Madam, please give me one more minute and I will
wind up.

So, therefore, by bringing in this type of draconian
laws, what will happen is, technology companies which
provide services for people to communicate would be
criminalized; these platforms are going to be
criminalized! You are going to try and put them in jail.
Do you think Google, Facebook, TikTok and Instagram
will accept these things? Do you think some bankrupt
country with an authoritarian regime can dictate terms to
the largest technology companies in the world like Meta
and others? Do you think that they will buy it? Do you
know what they are saying? They are saying that it
imposes unfair obligations on platforms and to police a
platform over and above what is necessary is looking
backwards at technology of yesterday and does not factor
in the future of technological development, artificial
intelligence and its impact. So, what they will do is, they
will leave Sri Lanka! Do you want those companies to
leave Sri Lanka? On the one hand, you want them to
come in, invest and set up their businesses and on the
other, you are bringing in legislations so that they will be
forced to leave. So, there is a contradiction, Hon. State
Minister. All what I am saying is, as the Opposition, we
want investments to come into this country. Wherever we
go, we tell investors, "Please bring investments into this
country”. But, here, you all are actually digging your own
grave. You are telling the investors, "Do not come
because we are going to regulate you in such a way that
you will not be able to operate here". So, while we
encourage you and try to help bring investments into this
country, if you continue to go down this road, I am sorry
to say, nothing is going to happen.

Thank you very much.

O e300 OGS

(orenTLll@ VLS THIGL 2 ML Sjouidsr)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Daily Train Schedule

Train Category-wise

No Train Operated on | No. of Trains Run as
Weekdays at 15.09.2023
1 Passenger & mixed | 364
trains
2 Rail buses
3 Goods trains 3
4 Oil trains 20
Total 389
Line-wise
No Line Name No. of Trains
1 Main Line & Matale 153
Line
2 Puttalam Line with 42
Airport Spur
Northern Line 28
4 Talaimannar Line 2
(Closed)
5 Batticaloa Line 10
6 Trincomalee Line 4
7 Coast Line 124
8 Kelani Valley Line 22
9 Mihintale Line
10 Kolonnawa Spur 4
11 Harbour Spur 0
Total 389

208Ee@xInd

2458
Train Type/Line-wise
LINE PAS- GOODS | OIL RAIL | TOTAL
SENGE TRAINS | TRAIN | BUS
R S
Main line 150 1 2 0 153
& Matale
Line
Northern 22 2 2 2 28
Line
Talaiman- 2 0 0 0 2
nar Line
(Closed)
Batticaloa 8 0 2 0 10
Line
Trincoma- 4 0 0 0 4
lee Line
Puttalam 34 0 8 0 42
Line
Coast Line 122 0 2 0 124
Kelani 22 0 0 0 22
Valley Line
Kolonnawa | 0 0 4 0 4
Spur
TOTAL 364 3 20 2 389
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1t being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
20th September, 2023.
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