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Sir, without having Questions for Oral Answers and
the lunch interval, we agreed to go on till 5.30 p.m.
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No. At the Committee on Parliamentary Business, we
agreed to go on till 6.30 p.m. But, if there are no
participants, you can adjourn early. That is a different
matter.

@0 BBt (§00:80) 698F eyf@Bwsin Swvwmo
(wresryfl@ FLLSgrent (seurBls)) sradlsv LNCrogmwbHs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
Okay, we agree.

OO DDNBDROB, @ YBsY wewsy WE GmICBO &
2 88007 5.30 ¢ 00D, 8805 6.30 ¢ OO D
BODe0s) @i @n W8 @ ewI¥zN HSBo.

OO DOIBINBHR O
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWSEST SeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

680 OW®E?

0)6‘( @ﬁ@@d‘(

(omevstLyifl@ 2 myriferiaer)
(Hon. Members

Aye.

G S8z &Y, wwr @@z S,
aflearr BB (5) THmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

DECDO

psBmaiy
ADJOURNMENT

©C BBt (390086) 138E eyf@BwsIm Swmo

(wrevrfl@ FLSgTemt] (GevrBlgdl) gdlsv LG whs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

O ®OBNEDROB, "8Eed®sInd ar’ »E e
@nw" 8 ® ewddmo .

Y@ 83600858 w0 &
fledTir 6T(BIGHMIDLILIG)LIHM S
Question proposed.



231 208Ee®xInd 232

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

60D WE DI gDEeD ewdBrNd, OO (G0r8w) wie
¢ BCO 9535 n®s.

838 o O 88 ren D1BDeBIBSY BIIBYHD®
APl wHMID EOSST CHTLHL LpwhHFsenerds
&1 19 G LG 6D
REVIVAL OF SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES

[e3.00. 10.04]

@G (89028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmm

(oreryflg (HevTHF) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

OO DOIBNBDROB, @¢ S wwd WE BID §OEGIED
® 85D BEHBT @wWIBLND @eBur WHIBDo:

"600 @b8m w-DbAmed ®OD IceDvw OB BELITID
Bedns ¢¢ od@Gw Bdeenwd 27.5%5 pumnioes 2022 § Gomn
©n Aem Do88m D810 amD C & . wOED BEDID Forw
nE VEO 0 AyHBurn 00O odBwe BdwEnwsd ove®
oemEdes B0z cAvtes’ ©e  w  Odn 8
DEQTDDGOBT@. 00 Fpn® DxdBwe, od@we mEsIH
O8AmB W HBw wDEIMB ce¢w Wi W s 8w
D8I BE TG E ¢ CIB.

08 ©O W BB ©BB8Im HEID GO wOED ®EDIH
Hodpned® ¢ D30 00y Hod em0dR Dw-umed ¢Siey ©iB0
@@ wOWB. Dweon HITO @@m 0O weme Se®sY
GR0D HOeWsT emB BN Y HESIBID Gornw vyBwe el D68
Boew »ged ¢ I D SOWO Cwdw. vyBw Dwedl @B §
et ablcs, dem sddBs ne dedn BBVs zvm O3
e¥neds’ af ¢On Bwdd, ne awBe 8388 Bw 9EEO svnm
980 OB WO o¥nedsy BEGIBTH DT evm @ed8 o&
oCH D @B De. dw 2022 Deel »E@sIn Wedped DM@
858w D80 wedwed Bwewd 1685 vwm 5000 oy Bw. (§
Comn O Dem Dol8m Dalmd - 2022)

OO w@En WEDTe Wedns € emd) 53 D® ceg
Cw WEO Bwo@be on @nd @m. & wew 80ed BBw
weerddms BB, 0l amwInw PVE B Bwo DR ww, (8o
@ D8m  end o300  emwnBD  gndwmd 83m
DGO € wum D8 BEedew Sud BBO, goewlsm
OB D85 By mOWn wews Bwisdd 8 D100 ad®w
BB s B BOD 28 BIO @O Bdweem ®EQTTHOED
Lm0 edggeme 0dn B808® wews mvnsd EWEOE
©BHeWIns HAO D0 IR BEedes wmd BB @87 60 ned
08 Bodn DBV cvw OB »OYn BB OB WSy emedH
38ed8 DS 0w BE GBO .

& amD, 0®® Wi BEACO wEm A 6L »EGD
Fdedped culmnBe cegw § wwsom O 88edew J¥e
DO Ew WE @B VOO 0O EEe@BIRD ewlssn SH."

OO DOITNEDBDOB, WED o O 8B@ren DS -
small and medium enterprises - 1 % S =0 SO
Hye D100 dmn O . d5O, micro, small and
medium enterprises. &8 &m0 "MSME" Bemde. a¢ a8
0D WE DI 2DENHed 988uw WIY CID ©wdELND
BED NDYS® gdBIB ©@wWE WMOBIEsT WYS, e HI Os
8®ren D1s0e300 BERCDE.

B0 DOBNSDROA, god D00008s Bwwd 80x=
s®en MSME 0150500, @w @om0 @ DE@isIm ¢@imnsonw
Bom 88w, ¢g 0d@w Bwcmnwd 8wwd 52m Bmc
QUGS Cedsiems W ¥ Ods 3
2302000853, MSMEs 0. dBw@idEs 8Bwwd 455©
MSMES wow 508 BE&renes 0dsiesy. syBe meed o®
300 DEREMECITY 0Ny BcdO® BBvwmO Gyew e¢sIm
8BID few. J OFw® nO8 0® Wedyw & ¢ O100m»O =
doad, OO ®OIBNIBROB. HPBD RO e®@m 8Osy
ostesy 2018 Fendad @wed g9ecco. 85 52 wedfd 38
Yy & OO ROBTY e VoW wewddHmwLsy RE @® O
omedd Bgea dddwe ¢ D19, OO DITNLDROB,
O¢ Be NG yJed decs’ WOIw Dol @D, v e
OVE, ®ed O8Poends’ R BIE Rowd Gew.
2Dwmedd 8 52m0 sded cwidw »iWw BovHymEd
30 50D 0w E OB YOO Pew. & edmemO
GBuEO 890 D18, GiBwE Mg @O, BEDIB® ®ENeHD)
3@ evnesns ydm» ©n Hew. O vded, 2019 el
Sowed sEdm Y¥Idw B¢ §emn. ed@sIEs Dl R OB
29T & @D N0ede HwidOm Hew. a8 ¢uwo, ©8®»d
GeIBO® D10e000E0 wOySwmewsI® BB BAD; BB Bwco
B0y WS, BBN® WO @8, O KBDacw
@Y. 0® HFFOw Bw Bug SHBSTO gus’ 8o o
O 838@ren D10000E0 g8 swdW OCE Yew. eI
Deserme 0B 2021, 2022 mced 8w ®n @D »SEs
816 YOO wed @ WO OB BI® eI BEE Buwo.

280 8, Sume WO 0 BEICD yu»
DOmemd & o BB edmryew 0@ emmd Eio-
B me mde. 3O wded 2022 geydld Swed 2
@oddne G B YD VIO EIed GredtD SO
Deemes BB 0CIDWO ¥me ®ed. J ymn R3O
©8®® ged 0O emeds Ay ddDiws wdySamersI® J¢
Q. Omemd wlED G Wedpnwd® -ecw,
o8, @M, WY »EPI0B- ©® ©Yd gew. »OY
0GR 0@ gddhed OO BwwIm)y Vv, ©® VI Wy
»O3wens’ Yo eoddhmww CuEe ©Bn®ed
©8000IDEY dO3E) I BOVCHEEE On@0 Bricwn
et af.

& emoed 0dn, 0® Bug oy Bw MSME FHedned
ac cOwin vudd 9@z Bedmdn. & Hedped
Beeesins! nuEd® ot 98 »¥Ffded DS 9udmd.
OO DOITNEDROB, 0@ GwHnm Diewm, dBws 0B
D), D1BDBIWBWBET Do@ZMEEID @DHD), wHEBTed
ED» 8D 5B eOE) Beadmd. ©®»Ws eAEEE DI
o Bedm . nOE ©OWS; eIDIDED 3 Bedmo.
OB evneens odDE B RPsTed Edm s 5B Do
Bodmrr. s 2857 200® Guwidsn WD), CBwWO
BemDr, WO @mSE ®ED Wednwd ¢¢d m»osim
Bao.

ged ®©0; Ced®d whden FOBR® ® DEIedD ®d
®80ed @5Imd. dn® Do FOBOJews. 38 w® ®
g Boemd. 00 Bom SBeO n@0S odewnd
20800 RgsTed ¢ »O® ®YE 015 B, ¢.¢D DOBIH
Boc Beamd. 00 Beslesy »yw;, IROTE ¢d
CNWDEIB BBEI. 0D DBodn® OB MEOE oW
0w w® B8 BBwWO VIO VYBTO wwm P gBIvN.
5, 0@ nFFOG BT 80O wmmemO, Sed ¢wsSme e



233 2023 48 07 234

D1e0memd ¥Ped yuim ¢y ew. & wewr emd B>
Bwe®, BCwnd 8 Bod . e® edmemO RYsied
YEDOEO eBEO GY& ©cImY YEDO B 0 »OK
¢RIy BedsTesy. gradt)ed gdme AYsY emedd ewd
eOTemI® A 0N »HOB (B¥ Beadsier’. €8x Evo®
RYsTed v ©-Om Soms NG®OCL B
wGeOTD b, VGS w®w» 8 edvewd wImDBOEO
B8O Pew. 9B yBIcwew »Swd »O& ¢ ®wwid »E
DB ¢0E0NedE 0® ewlyrNd & 988ur miren’. OB,
§B» Dwewsy MSME Hednw w0sidews’ mG mosin.
28 0® 8w WO DERIEECIT Y DD, IO e d
2DDIB OB 00 emedd 0w WOS® wY Aew, gem
SBed grwnm 0w ©OEHn Emmded gdimIse e® emedd
W »od® OO Iwd @8 988uxy WmIm ewldmo
@D Bws) O eesIOBIB).

OO DOIBNBDROB, O® §Bm s 4 BEICO
DO BB, vePOTm, Y 0O ecOID,
BEwem 83Dl 010@. asiowin, Jdbed yBsBOc
Bedmy 003 »DCOD, 0ndBw Bdsgm HE ©O®
0®D Be® ©0@. 90 Ced®d sBoen HOBROB, »O
@R odOE Beamd. mHfY 09 Bt mOmDr, ©®
§Bm» mden 40 gDmw ewd WS OB O s Peewsy
380 uFe, dute o¥cwBRsl emdD e® yE»OCEO Dwg®
eIV yodsy BeEr. O° @dwimedd BwsIsy @ e
eO5, 8Eed®sIned vy, vt Bugecrned »BYDH
©oW ©® @BGOTD yE®»OEO Bwgd owin® BweEo.
DY, OO I WEST OO ed®m BwusIsy mOBE. ©d;
3OBROB, 08 WHEMY BOD ed, VIO -Cesw-
©8®® DY) D 00 yHEHWO dwug® ewIwsIy dueed
28 R ® qDENOD 8o ®.

O ®OIBNIDROB, 0® G OPRE gned Bedm
B8EHeOB D1ed® D¥I® Bew€w W MOERD »OB, e®YsT ©®
DIFOBO gr¢ O9eed emenI®¢ Bwm Om ewiw ACE &
©8@ITVers ®»OGH BBO. PemmeEs DR, DOHw
OBy e¢w HBD 0@fsl ® »FFOSO @ Dideed
@ENIOE Bwo 0w ERBID BB 8iCBCEH em0¢w o,
inconsiderately, ¢¢ e®mule mowSesi? Parate OB ¢ wSwo
& g BBe emCO® Hwor®@m S @6 R OO0 DemdO
928us WOy odug RO WS dmewn @mD. @D
BB Bedmd Bece a8 BEosimd. & BB amd
BwordOm B8e® ¢® vBwdRS I ROEO Bedmdr. B,
g0 0® of Yoed eI Bwm mdeme 8EacD
800w e HEOBRE 05000 e®w erxume ¥nd. You
have to empathize with them; ¢8 BwmD, @Psied wwin
e¢m (WO wtm, dsTed sn ows ®EBN B
AEEI® By Send® oz, parate execution »owo
GO ORI VYST §yew ocmdn. 0 6edd vBdes
HOBROB, a0 00 8OITVewWsT B® W® emMSRT CEE
BodmryDn, 9(® 0D10DO 00008, 8@H ¢DdDEE w®®»d
Aem CHBOD 0mOB WM ¢EB Yedn BwTdOm WS @®
edog 88 SemO 0drfedd mOomdr Bwc. w®w»s; good
intention ®emzy OB DRI Hend, »D BOHI
0®m »OxTed ®8wW »C WO OB WO DN DO
5808mm08 mSens) Beamo.

BT DNINBHBOB, @I ©@® MICH®B EHEIHS OO
RIMed @G 0w WIDBTH w@(BB. 2023 S5
8O qedC ¢ mcs e o 0® B88wd ®»ed WO
edug 4000 Dtn gFun Wwoeem Bedmd. o® gwd:rsf

COPE doni? &m0 00 Bedmdr a8 qmm, §8eE
SBu» vwms’ ®@me 0eO® INEODY &S O,
eldamemnKres o. 5P, & qed o®my dsiesy
. F as 0€s 9uymd. v@@, MSME Sedned
83» ©® gwden 83w »O8 c¢» ¢ SEriew!. YsTed
oFO8w, ©erv® PO Mg VENEO ec@dBwsT 8y
@®E0 DeMOO FBWOs OO BRIE OO oy B8 &
edug Do OTery HEO o eyds 5 B08.

28 ©® »% wmostes’ willful defaultersey o
ez»nedd. Willful defaulterscy Bosles? @5nm8s3® ewws
s0 w8m gw. AYYed edug parate execute »EO »O
. @8 BusTesy 0nsi 00 0® ydmersy emd) d535
5w O BB o&.

sl ©® coudeman BBIHO, OO WDOIBNGHROA.
80 @foig BB YBIWO WEYMS @® ed ydm e &b Yo
DD Ced¥ vhden HOBANSWOS OO o® @duEed Omxl
WO A ©BEECITIDGD SedFr W o O 8B8res
©E 0@ICE BBurTod wen®od Bewddnwsy 88 wgedsin
&0, 38 RPST ©8®W DB WO, SEHF® ¢ Swn
DO, "aB" Bory ©@uEm G @i owvnE odIE
BBusled ©8umd B@edewn vwigd. Jod 8Oy dFemd®
CRIB-blacklisted gw, ©&; 8:@8008. & Bwe »8s5 0= &
3wd c¢f O @O Peoad . VPTed edug
auction 03 »08 @B 00 8Sed. P 88 BOO,
o8y wa sd w8m» ew - willful defaulterse -
01e® B Bugecsn dnn moenn, 88 @ "aFAR"
BHE D008 Bws) O 8057 0BE Bwe. 00 H1OBROH,
G IO Ged @Bt WO v DR whvn v
Poed v, CuI® aCBOTIm ks HOBn® ©O
telephone call o= ¢s¥on. @0 dmemwd 08y oyg®ces
S50nBus eedBemn@ed mEwced Bled. e@me, 8
OmemO & mmEce dwEr BAleed W COsI®
2cBwdsiny O Bn® 00 B, OO @ aFB
D180 DNE HOBIBY ¥ PO. OO BOD), WS TS D
DEd »OTD OB B D B9E 0IE Devwxsim
ememO, VsTed edeg parate eXecute OB GBH@EO
28 O 00E 0n Bwg® Wwowr BD I wwE o,
308w wuE §eB0, Byy wvE B0 ©ecHO sy
®Er. & D100 win Bew ¢fs 88 my wdms
em»nedd. A & 0dmemd cdege omeg «OBE
@008 ¢CC @0 BPewn. & amd seB IO
Bowd nod, o0 Ded yhmen e osIB
DB Creewn. S, aBOND wievsm Bu & D@
BEedg Brnm mOE ¢®®. 00 Rusiesy, & willful
defaulterses ©61€20® ©® rod HFFDGO & e@DEI =T
BuEeemd ¢¢f 08I S8l wB WO Bedmydr Bwm
o8, o@B, d» out-of-the-box Hw®Sows ©d=m
A5y @B & o BosIm Ao

w@Eme ¥380 oems!, 6ed &8mw med SO
Beo Q0@ Bwrwd w0 ¢ 9vg Bwo. gowad
cVOBG Bwwd g7 0GR ¢ 9ng Gw. @® nFEDW
BICHS WO ©® OO By ocs 0l apyvms o3
DEDO g ¢ BIW e, N B, O WO yBeIA
@8 GHRIDO PVE (ODEEO WOC @  FHRNDH®
Bwwed 300, Bwewd 350 gwe Bwr. IR @O
¢S50, DO 08 amyne Bwwd 300 Db gug Bw
P0. OmemO Lowsl N0 el @i ©C®
D10wws’ mOens Ge ¢wedd®a.



235 208E005Ind 236

[0St (g0008) w8 ¢ BSD ®wmo]

OO DOIBNGDROB, e@Ted 9CEE e®immte? ®d;
3OBROB, e@sted I 9F8eW dsienrt 201957 ©gd
01 ©5I5) N8 Py ww BEWI ST e BedHDr 5O,
Dws e¢m®mO parate BHwostOm  BBO  500mE@O
2805 Bws Om. e@»8 9Fcsier’. e® gw s
2GRN wosTes]. e®m gwidder 9EEOW ©0e08. ¥ ®
00® »OFOT® Bwsm O 05008, mOE®D
OO Bws OB Bwsiesy.

50 o0, Dwd 33 u0dh 0® BBwe @cd ang @O
BR300 odmd Wom Bemn. OB a8 »@BE
ewldENO DO, J HO8, PEBBOE wwe YHO[HYOD
BBOO gdas BB 0® 8Eedsinedd a8 wdsieme mJE,
©6 ®OINBDROB. @ e®8med SmO Bedmds, Chapter
11 Bankruptcy Law . e®w¢ @0®8z000 =05y ozfm0d
©ewd CODE o@D BB Bedmddr. OO DDNNBHROA,
ODEO 51 ® DBIBICBDO, -eCIw OB YOS, e
eOsYy yOOws, »nB alBmodewn O HIOVTY- den®
BH® ¥ ® ylocgesmd Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Law
Om woer cwdwed BBEE), wweBOws’ wdw - YE»
Dners’ Fm ©0w- wmdd WO PsTed e
BOPOOD WO YR BedrDr. ICTD), GBI
@DE Bedn of B Comd e@imwle mostesy? 8 8mwd,
92538000 BBE R0 Bumdo, oy god e Sm yBORVOD
W0 @¢BI®, @Bl erdsIm VB WD Y B, 8O oy
0dBe woBBesIO Bemd, ged oldBe s S
yBOPHOD WO @B BBE. OCRBICHEHBT  Besd
Bxnnwed o  Dey @B w1 0dn  si&emed
DEQT WO BB BBOw vBwdm i, ¥YsTed
@3 YBO[HOn HOsID Bu drendEsY 9EE0E worym.
& 90uSwmewsI® @wademid, O0; #OBROA. O D19
B 508 @YY O1geed. 60 D1Qeed ednameHm oy On.
OmemO B9 IO ¢ B8 Avye? 0® wOITVewsS
20 widen DR syde, ©GT DSONEHHOR?
RINSensT OO avies’, Bedw) BB ®W-erIdDB WO
owd gy BB econEe owd dPsTed s yROPYOD
DO VYBTO gD Cah 80 B8RO qud DoROw
¢ BEo&.

00 #®Bn@A, @8 Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Law &=
Ded BB ocvemrimy cHw ™OY. HiHB ©®
B88wsimrdn, ImO eewd mE tB BwEr. e@ime, I @m®
woREem BRew. &m DweBsy, e¢mBsy »osTey yodsy
oo @008, & B ged 808 &» dcedow »O
0wdBsND vy & 0B, MSME Dxdeiwmesyo
20@s w80c BBw HeBews? coemH O s Bum O®.
VIO weB BB comnEEr O 085 Eowed
OBDED  edme e O8sie cdues O Bn®
B50nB8BD0W DHews’ 9ImIemOs Jm &), 0®ddwwG
Codbesre @mmo B50IeBO0w Danewsy B83we dn® D
O 00 & od wer. W8 BB econEE ¢od PO
D100 e@dxred mEH.

28 »28 BBw eomEEr 20 JYEORCHHO e I
yBORFHOD WOBIB @DED CA @¢E. BT B DIBNWHHOB,
o8 @858, UNCITRAL - United Nations Commission

on International Trade Law - @8»9 gmoewd w©x =0y
"UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on Insolvency Law"
5018 D800 O® 0@ gdeed wwIvn* DOm0,

Hon. Minister, this is part five of the Report which
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Minister of Industries)

Hon. Speaker, we have already initiated discussions
with the State Minister of Finance and he is also liaising
with the Hon. Minister of Justice in relation to this
particular matter, as you suggested correctly, to delay the
parate execution by a particular period of time. We will
try to enact that. It is under discussion; we are having
discussions. It is a legal impediment and we will try to
change it with your support. So, let us try and do it.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Thank you, Hon. Minister. You have the entirety of
the Opposition supporting you on that, given that the
basic tenets of the law are maintained. Then, we can
amend the law accordingly.
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Sir, there is a recent paper by Dani Rodrik and
Kaushik Basu, where they talk about globalization and the
need for SMEs to be given special attention. mn=is &m0
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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future for all Americans” Bwce. 8Oy qo&B ©@8ed
ehlesl Bae Bedm»e, “Small and medium-sized
businesses are the lifeblood of our economy. They drive
local growth, create employment opportunities and foster
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Do¥wscldle guiedcs ®8mE Bw Bedmdr, “The
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true engines of our economy. They embody the values of
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wnedsy. cbyce @D A8 Gewsd, the President of the
European Commission #Bwo Beadzdr, “The European
Union recognizes the fundamental importance of small
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and medium-sized enterprises in driving economic
growth, job creation and social cohesion. We are
committed to supporting and empowering these
businesses, fostering innovation and ensuring a level
playing field for their success” Buee. 3 HEsTOsT Gog
$5088B00wr Bwo Bedms, “Small businesses are the
heart and soul of our communities and they are vital to
our nation’s economic prosperity. They create jobs, drive
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Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
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(wressryfl@ OaCanesw PibL&6leusvsv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Imran Maharoof do now
take the Chair.

e S Y, et ®@» Sa.
afleorir @RS HLILIL (B sTHmIsCIETeTeTLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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YSHTLIMS, LTINS  FLTBIUWST  YUTHET  YbHTTF6TS
Slooflsorny  yssvGsy,
BEVCVSHLD US|/ S561T.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
IMRAN MAHAROOF took the Chair.
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[11.26 p.m.]

O B BRB5T CrxsyBOsT Gres@rhlmn® dnmo
(omessTLyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSSresr @)rraLomentain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Presiding Member, before I speak on today’s
Adjournment Motion, I would like to raise one matter.
The Hon. Gajenthirakumar Ponnambalam had been
arrested or taken into the custody of the police this
morning, which is very disturbing. Irrespective of the fact
that the Hon. Gajenthirakumar Ponnambalam is an
Opposition Member and not a Government Member, a
Tamil Parliamentarian and regardless of the political
views he holds, I think it is important that we, as
Parliamentarians, must condemn the action that the police
undertook this morning. All what the Hon.
Gajenthirakumar Ponnambalam said was, “I will come
and make a statement at the police station, but let me,
first, go to Parliament and raise the Privilege issue I am
scheduled to raise today.” We have seen in the past some
people who had been convicted as murderers and those
who had been accused of murder being allowed to come
to Parliament. I can even state a few names

[Seoesmed ga 888 9o oz GE.]
[ydBlrrFers s 1_swarLiy yEmmLLL (Bersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

who was convicted of murder, who had appealed against
it in court and was able to come to Parliament and was in
Parliament during most of the period before the new order
was given to him. Then,

[Gcrsmned ¢t 888 9O wom cE.]
[ydBlrrFers s 1_swerLiy yEmmLILL (Bereng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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who was accused of murdering the Hon. Joseph
Pararajasingham, a fellow Parliamentarian, was allowed
to come from prison, attend and chair the District
Development Committee meetings. There had also been
instances where many MPs, who were accused of
horrendous crimes, were allowed the Privilege of
attending Parliament. But, this morning, it was very
disturbing that the Hon. Gajenthirakumar Ponnambalam
was not even allowed to come to Parliament to raise his
Privilege issue. He never said, “I would not come to the
police station”. He said he will, but, first, because the
Hon. Speaker had permitted him to come to Parliament to
raise the Privilege issue, he would go to Parliament. So,
as the Government ranks and also as the Opposition
ranks, we must take it up. I am very disturbed that some
of the Opposition Members have not even said a word
about this. Some political parties also have not spoken
even a word about this and it is very disturbing. I do not
agree or disagree with his actions - I will leave it to court
and the Committee on Ethics and Privileges to decide on
his actions - but whatever it is, the fact that he was
stopped from attending Parliament is a matter that we, all
Parliamentarians, apart from our party differences, should
take up. So, I would, first, like to raise that.

Sir, the issue that the Hon. Ponnambalam was trying
to raise in Kilinochchi in the Northern Province last week
is a very normal incident that we also face. People who
claim to be part of the intelligence apparatus, people who
claim to be part of the police intelligence and people who
claim to be part of the police media, who do not wear a
uniform or carry an identity card, keep us under their
surveillance. As Members of Parliament, we are under
surveillance and we have no problem about that. I have
been trailed in Colombo and I also raised a Privilege
matter. The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe was the
Chairman of the Committee on Ethics and Privileges at
that time and the answer given was that the State
intelligence apparatus decided that they needed to follow
me. I was monitored while I was coming to and going
from Parliament. But, if this is the case for
Parliamentarians, imagine the plight of the normal citizen
of this country.
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The Hon. Gajenthirakumar Ponnambalam being
sceptical about police constables following him or when
coming and speaking to him, we all should understand
since he should be scared because his father was shot
dead in Colombo! The Hon. Gajenthirakumar
Ponnambalam's father, Kumar Ponnambalam, was shot
dead in Colombo. Let me quote an article from "The
Sunday Leader" published around the year 2000, which
states, "On January 4, 2000, Kumar Ponnambalam was
shot dead at Ramakrishna Road, Wellawatte. '"Moratu
Saman' and a former police constable named Sunil
Ranasinghe carried out the killing on the instructions of
'Baddegana Sanjeewa'..." 1 do not want to keep on
reading the article. But, let me say who those people
were. They were not just ordinary people, but police
constables. Anyway, those two police constables were
accused of that. That was published in "The Sunday
Leader" newspaper. So, with Kumar Ponnambalam, his
father, shot dead by two police officers, it is only natural
that the Hon. Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam is worried
when police officers follow him, even though he is not
worried on his behalf.

I might not agree with his political views, but I
severely condemn this act. The Hon. Speaker should have
allowed the Gajenthirakumar Ponnambalam to come to
Parliament today to raise his Privilege issue. So, as a
Parliamentarian, I am ashamed - the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition raised something to this effect this morning -
that the other Hon. Members of this House have been
quiet on that. Remember, you all as well will have to face
this situation the minute you have opposing views to that
of the Government. Do not be complacent that this would
happen only to the Hon. Gajenthirakumar Ponnambalam
from the Northern Province, but this has been continuing.
Recently, the Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren was carried
away by police officers and was thrown on to some patch
of grass. So, this cannot be accepted and I condemn this.
This is not just regarding the Hon. Gajenthirakumar
Ponnambalam.
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@G ©8xY¢ ¢®68S Pwmo (BHE® ¢®am12 )
(wressyfl@ wadlbs SWrefT - HL5ESTLL SjeMIFFT)
(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of Agriculture)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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@0 (eedexs) 6edd vBcen dvmo
(oressrLll@ (weudslw HevrBlF) réiosiy Ligrevr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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mouth and you can shout at anybody. s:88e®s3n Doyesac
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@3y Guss ©BwmEs @@imseaewsy. & Bwr O &
»Oy ymaw 9Ee ¢ ®»Jesim dzn. Hon. Member, we
respect you to a certain extent, but I must tell you this.
The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs cannot allocate
official residences to anybody in this country. Hon.
Member, you have a personal grudge with the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs, but this is not the forum to
talk about it.
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(oreTL Ll @ SeweVemSTHIGL 2 MIILNGTT SjeuTdsi)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO #@BROB, a8 & w®ITVewsy ©0T B IBNGDH
a0 OB, [@9ids BE®] ©S o8 BwREB3Sw Soeds
HOBROB, D1 WO G0®W WO, [Daids HED]

O BB BRB5Y CrsyyTBOsT Gres@rhmH® dwmo

(omessTLyfl@ FremTdhdlwet TTeRLSS et @)rTFLomentasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Presiding Member, he has responded to me. So,
give me also enough time to respond to him.

@0 (e0Dexs) 6edd 8BS @wmo
(omessrLll @ (weug sl HevrTBlF) rGiosig Ligyevr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

No. -[Interruption]

O BB R BB GotsyTIBSSY Goes@onm® o

(orevTLLll@ FTeRTdhaSIWeT TTELES T6sT @) TEFLTessildheLb)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption] Let me
respond.

®C §Roe8500:8) O n@o

(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTdher)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Then, raise your point of Order, Hon. Member. -
[Interruption]

O BB R BB GotsgyTIBSBY Goes@onm® w0

(orevTLLll@ FTeRTdHaSIWeT TTLEbS T6sT @) T TessldhaLb)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Thank you. - [Interruption] Sir, hold on! -
[Interruption] Hon. Minister, let me respond.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Besisy, ©S §1OBns.

@0 (e00¢xs) 6edd 8BS Swmo

(wrenryfl@ (sweugglu serBlg)) réwes Liglresr)
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(wressryflg reredls HAwbuevriligw - BlF @rremrhis (oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
S|OLOFFIT) (The Hon. Presiding Member)

(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya - State Minister of ©0 OB RO BBERIE 0055, 00D 8d®ITDewsT
Finance ) 2s0 Y@@ Bedmd. [@ids BEO] ©C Cos & @Bnn®,

Gow06e) OS5 OTBFROB,- [Daids B858] RO O HOBIBY.
O BB BRB5T CrsyTBOsT Gres@rhmHO® dwmo
(omessTLyfl@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSS et @)rTFLoTentasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I want to respond! - [Interruption]
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(oreT Ll @ SewevemwSTHIGL 2 MIILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Do not make it a debate.

®G G882 BeREIBIw Dwmo
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(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya)
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@0 emernEas SPWNER @m0
(wrewrfl@ O%6lanedw mibLds6lausvsv)
(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO o306 OTIE®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTEHIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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O B BRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmm® dnmo
(omessTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rraLomentain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Hon. Presiding Member, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 emernEas SPWNER ®vmo

(rewryfl@ O%6lanedw mibLd6lausvsv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Hon. Presiding Member, if you give time to respond
and re-respond, this House will go on responding and re-
responding. So, it has to stop at one point and you have to
control the House.

OO o306 OIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVPLGTHRIGD 2 M6 Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Rasamanickam, tell me your point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Yes.

OO o306 OsIEH®0
(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DIILNeTT SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O BB BB GotsyTIBSBY Goes@odnm® wmo
(omessTLyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSS 6T @)rraLoment&asin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Be impartial! - [Interruption]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Tell me your point of Order.

Thank you, Hon. Minister. - [Interruption] oo
OO 00m Sdicew WO O, WE®
0®TTVewsy yEm W Bedmro.

O BrerBBRbsY CrsyTBOsT Grws@rhm O dnmoe
(omessTLyifl@ FremTdhdlwet TTELSS et @)TTFLomentdasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Thank you. Hon. Presiding Member, ce®d w©Bce
00 68 Bu®BIw dvmo 2OBn® BODy, dedn #OBR® vy OO gwms BOD
(wressryfl@ reiredld FwibLievmrLiligur) Bwec.

(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

06 Geesncie OsiEn®s That is not a point of Order.- [Interruption]

(oTeTL Ll @ SeweVeSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya)
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(The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva - State Minister of
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(The Hon. Samanpriya Herath)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

GowzNnGie) ©0 OTIEROSB, dn@ied PedsT ©50d
510188 eOm, 8FS3E o e o »OOY FHwiTOm
0D BwuEr. a8 Om, @0 0w YWICW OB YIRBE
WO, @ed BOy oem IO ©OITIE Bwmda.
e, ot e’ ®?

©ed85TBOR@E eHOIC® OFOSw & BBEeo
WOY 100 e@me? On® O wEH @Endwd B8EEe
WOy D100 »3c? eOR® Bwsm) »® IHO® OB EOTIH
Bocg 280 Busiesi? @® »BHo® 33338 deE avs.
[P0 558]

®C; o8y Bu®E83w wmn

(wressryfl@ reiredld FwibLieomriiigu)

(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya)

®0 edsY O Bed®m DEHE OBHED®D. [Asidsr HEO]
Yo Gi®) 0] OBIEROB, 6wd IEHB WOBI®. [Daids

£80)]

GowsnGied ©0; OSIEROAB, emo Do Simamd
BEACO ©® wwed gdIm® 0w IO B8EAcO ©®
Beewd €nBDsIm 0D,

@G BOeam»® Gnost @wmo
(oressryfl@ Heugpmresrid Anfgredr)
(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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We spoke to the Hon. President also on this. The only
thing is, we cannot take a decision on our own. So, what
we will do is, we will consult the banks also along with
the Central Bank and take a call on that. But, we will
have to have a consultation process and take a decision
on that.
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So, we are looking into it. Even the Hon. President
has instructed us to look into it and the Hon. Minister of
Justice will also assist us. So, we will have a discussion
with the banks, a consultation process and then, will take
a call on that. Of course, we know that we should look
into it.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Then, the Hon. Dilum Amunugama. You have 19
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage.
You have eleven minutes.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage - State Minister of
Tourism)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees.

(230000

@G (000¢x3) 6odd 8BS Dvmo

(oreryfl@ (sweug sl sevrplg)) rEuwey LiglyesT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, could you give me a
minute to clarify something?
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Sure, Hon. Minister.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you.

Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, you may start your
speech now.
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(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order.

OO DN ©O®ed DwISw
(wressryll@ (HHwa) Lwesrm &Cs)
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Sit down! Thank you.
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(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you can do it in your own time. This is
Hon. State Minister’s time. And, that is not a point of
Order, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)
Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Naseer Ahamed. You
have 17 minutes.

[2.31 p.m.]

©S »HBE gD Bwmo (880 gPImBRS)

(revrfl@ oS HQDWL - HFHDTL 6D HEOLOFFT)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees,
for the opportunity given to me to speak during this
important Debate.

The important role the industrial sector plays in
promoting overall economic growth in a country needs no
particular emphasis. The industrial sector, in addition to
making its contribution to economic growth, also triggers
growth in two other sectors. The agro-processing
industries encourage increased production of raw
materials, resulting in additional investment in the
agricultural sector. Also, a significant percentage of
projects in the service sector exists to meet the demands
of the industrial sector.

In a country like Sri Lanka, the importance of
entrepreneurship and enterprises, particularly the small
and medium-scale enterprises, cannot be underscored
enough. In Sri Lanka, the SME sector forms the
backbone of the economy as they account for more than
75 per cent of the total number of enterprises, provide 45
per cent of employment and contribute 52 per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product. That is why the Hon. President
Ranil Wickremesinghe is keen to introduce the necessary
early reforms to resolve the issues faced by the SME
sector on a priority basis.

Sir, the Hon. Members of Parliament from both sides
of the House will cite many issues faced by the industrial
and the SME sectors in Sri Lanka during this Debate.
However, the need of the hour is to find effective ways of
resolving such issues in the fastest possible time, creating
the much needed resilience and growth environment for
this sector.

Amongst the many issues faced by the SMEs, access
to finance has remained one of the key areas of concern
in the past and continues to remain a concern. In
consistent with the Hon. President’s economic vision
outlined in the Budget, 2023, transformation to a blue and
green economy has been identified as one of the key
growth strategies. I am happy to inform this august House
that the Ministry of Environment has already done much
of the work to introduce numerous climate financing
instruments such as green bonds, blue bonds et cetera.
We are currently working with the support of
international development agencies to create the
necessary environment for the introduction of swaps such
as nature swaps, climate swaps et cetera. Work is also in
progress in the areas of carbon trading. Those nature-
based financing options will also enhance the overall
access to credit by Sri Lankan industries and the SME
sector.
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The other key area of challenge faced by the SME
sector is the access to market. In order to improve global
market access, once again going on the Hon. President’s
economic vision of creating export-oriented growth, we
should facilitate and set targets for, at least, a 20 per cent
increase in exports from the SMEs over a period of three
years. Speaking about the mineral and mining sector
which comes under the purview of my Ministry, I am
happy to inform this House that as part of developing
market access for Sri Lankan minerals and mineral-based
products, we are in the process of attracting
internationally renowned mineral industries to enter the
Sri Lankan market, enhance value addition and diversify
mineral exports, thereby to claim, at least, a fragment of
the global mineral market initially and to transform the
Sri Lankan mineral industry to be the next billion-dollar
industry in Sri Lanka. Sir, I must tell you that it is not
easy to be done. So, we have already done many reforms
in every aspects when it comes to environment, financing
as well as the mineral industry.

Sir, let me brief you on some of the measures we have
taken. When I assumed duties or took office, there was so
much of corruption at the GSMB with regard to mineral
and mining sectors, even with regard to sand mining;
there was corruption from top to bottom. So, we had to
come up with new policies. In transporting sand, they
used to issue the permit to the holder of the licence and he
had to fill the form, stating from where sand is going be
transported, how many cubes he is going to transport,
which route he is going to take, all the end-to-end
information. Everything, the licence holder had to fill. So,
he used to take the empty form from the GSMB, go away
and never fill it until he was checked by a genuine police
officer, maybe, after transporting sand 10, 20 or 30 times.
As soon as I took office, I told the officials, "Nothing
doing! It cannot be allowed". They had printed more than
a million forms and told me, “We have printed more than
a million forms and until we finish those forms, we
cannot implement your policy, Sir.” 1 said, “Nothing
doing! Just stop that process and when you issue sand
transport licences, you have to mention the number of the
tipper which transports sand, from which area to which
area it is transported and everything". The worst part of it
is, when they fill the form, they use an ink which they
could erase and use the same form over and over again.

0 Berdss w07 80sBn®)

(orenryflg Gussallsr Lrds sallareri ojauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
S.M.M. Muszhaaraff to the Chair?

@G (e00exs) 6edd 885 Dwvmo

(oressryLll@ (eweud sl HevTBlF) réiosig Ligrevr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Sir, 1 propse that the Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff do
now take the Chair.

g SO 8, ewr d@» Sa.
afleorr @GS HLILIL (5 s7Hmys Gl TeTarLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

DGO @0 Bowlehs 0w ewsHn® Geuemewssy
902 Howsy, ®c; 9ed.H8.98. o Owmr §Eresz0036) Sas.

YSHTLIM S, 1oLl &SN LITHG HaAFTOTT Y6 dssir
Y GBI FATS BN IY YHVCsY, LOTOITLILES STOV.6TLh.6TLD. ApOVEVTTL]
YUTHET BEWVDLD 6UBIGHT SH6N.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. S.M.M. MUSZHAARAFF took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

So, Hon. Presiding Member, that is how they had
been doing all those illegal activities throughout. I put a
stop to that completely. Now, they cannot transport sand
without a licence and without filling all the details
stipulated in the specific application form. And also, we
have introduced a new system of rewarding the police
with one-third of the fine. Now, the police, on their own,
are raiding them. I have also strengthened the law
enforcement unit to stop those licences. And, now, they
are raiding. You could see that last week alone, there
were three raids and also the week before last, there were
three more raids. I get so much of influence from outside,
including from our friends, the politicians, but to which
we cannot give in. Please understand, I appeal to this
House, we cannot allow this type of mafia operations and
all that has to be stopped, at least, from today and we are
going to do it! That is the Hon. President's vision and he
has instructed us to carry out that. I am not going to bow
down to any of these people who carry out those mafia
operations.

@S (9918 w) OB efos ®vmo
(wresryfl@ (Currdiflwi) #fss Canrs)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath)

Can | ask one question, Hon. Minister?

@S »HBE 0O Swmo
(revryfl@ Berfi HapLoL)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)
Yes.

@S (998 w) O8m ooy ®wmo

(wresryfl@ (CurrdNwi) sMss Canrs)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath)

I just want to say, Hon. Minister, that an irregularity is
taking place there. The Chairman of the GSMB said that
all the licences are now issued by the office of the
Minister, which is not proper. That is why I just raised
this issue. You can rectify it, Hon. Minister.

©S 285 0O Swmo
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

I will answer that. It is absolutely false. The Ministry
is there to provide proper policy guidelines. It is the duty
of the DG to implement the orders. What we have done
is, when they issue licences, everything has to be reported
to the DG and only for information purposes, they send
the copies to the Ministry. That is, only for information. I
have instructed them that if everything is in order, that
application should not be kept at the GSMB for more
than 48 hours .
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That is why they are getting agitated; that is why all of
them are getting agitated. So, every form has to be filled
and it has nothing to do with the Ministry or the Secretary
to the Ministry. They only issue proper guidelines, that is
all.

In addition to that, when I took office, there were
more than 2,000 special licences given by the GSMB and
the Ministers. Two thousand special licences! For those
special licences, there was no need to have permission
from the authorities in charge of environment, forest
conservation or coast conservation. They could bypass all
that and take the licence. Those 2,000 special licenes, |
have brought down, within my short period of time in
office, to less than 60. I am proud to say, less than 60
special licences! The Ministry or I have not given a single
special licence. That is the reform we have done. That is
why the revenue is increasing.

Then, Sir, a few people wanted to get those licences
under somebody else’s name. What we are trying to issue
now is a co-operative society-based licence, allowing the
pepole of the area to get the benefit. If we let some
several hundred families from the area to get those
licences, they will protect the environment. Then, they
will ensure that not a single person from outside the area
is given the opportunity, bypassing the system to destroy
the entire environment. I can show you hundreds of
pictures of how they have destroyed the entire
environment. So, that is one other thing we are going to
implement. There is a lot of opposition to that, but we are
going to implement that. We are not going to give in to
these two or three people.

The next thing we are going to do is this. For a land to
be filled and rehabilitated, the GSMB used to get a small
amount like Rs. 400,000 or Rs. 500,000. These are all set
up games. Can they rehabilitate a land with just Rs.
400,000 or Rs. 500,000? No. So, what they do is, they
forfeit. If they are to rehabilitate a land, they need, at
least, Rs. 20 million. So, they do not rehabilitate those.
The licence holders used to just leave the place with the
entire area totally destroyed. As far as the health of the
people is concerned, it is wrong to do that; a lot of health
issues get created; farmers are getting affected because all
those tippers are driven through their paddy fields at
night. That is how they destroy the environment. Now, I
want to ask from this august Assembly, now, is there a
single civilian, a single person in this country who has
complained about the GSMB? No, not a single person.
Everybody is praising us, every farmer is praising us for
what we are doing. Of course, it would be
disadvantageous to a few individuals. They can send in
hundreds of petitions. But, this is the policy we want to
implement and we will implement. We are not going to
bow down to any of these pressures. Of course, it is under
the guidance of the Hon. President that we are
implementing all these decisions and we will ensure that
the entire GSMB is cleaned up. The Ministry of
Environment is also already going in the right direction.

Another important thing we are going to do is to host
an international mining and mineral conference, investor
forum and exhibition for the first time in the history. Sir,
for the first time in the history, we are going to open up
this industry. Since 1957, for the last 65 years, the Lanka
Mineral Sands Limited could not set up a single value
addition plant in this country. We all should be ashamed
of it. Being a country blessed with minerals, we could not
set up a single value addition plant though we have been
talking about it for so many years. I will tell you, within
my tenure, hopefully within this year, we will be signing
agreements with at least two or three companies to set up
that value addition plant. That is our target. That is why
we are having that international forum. Why do they need
a licence for 20 years without such a value addition plant
being setup? They could not even set up a titanium slag.
Forget about titanium dioxide or titanium pigment, but
they could not even set up a titanium slag.

The Hon. Minister of Industries is here. We are
working in the correct way to somehow eliminate all this
corruption, give these operations to the right company,
inviting the right, honest, sincere, reputed firms to come
to Sri Lanka with investments needed and go for this
value addition plant this year. That is the vision of the
Hon. President as well. So, we are working day and night
to ensure that these types of reforms are done and those
will be done 100 per cent. So, with this mining and
mineral conference, I am hopeful that we will be able to
sign a few agreements with many top companies in order
for them to set up that value addition plant in Sri Lanka.

And also, apart from the value addition plant, we want
to set up at least five or six refinery processing plants like
LMS. We need to have at least five or six plants like
LMS on a different platform.

O BB »E gnemIoe OnIdw

(oredrLfl@ 1 Lggranfl (Hpwd) sosr 9bsiCaTrev)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Presiding Member, I want to get some
clarifications from the Hon. Minister.

Hon. Minister, you were talking about a mining and
mineral symposium. Could you just tell us whether the
gem industry is also included in that? The Hon. Minister
in charge of gem and jewellery is also here. But, we
would like to know whether gems, as a mineral, are also
included in this symposium you are planning to have on
the 20" of October, 2023.

@G 2H8BE 0O Swmo

(wresrfl@ BerSi H@mior’)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Thank you very much, Hon. Member, for raising it.
No, it has nothing to do with the gem industry. Let me
clarify it. When it comes to mineral sands, we come up
with ilmenite only when we process it. That is the only
thing I am talking about. It has nothing to do with the
gem industry. That comes under the Hon. Minister. When
we refine our mineral sands, we ge ilmenite, monazite,
rutile, zircon, garnet and sillimanite. Those are the six
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minerals we get when we refine it. I want those to be
exported in their pure form, not in the raw form. Those
have to refined to be in the pure form so that all those
could be exported. That would be what the first plant,
LMS, we are right now going to establish would do. We
can set them up in various places because we are blessed
with these minerals and those resources would be
replenished. We have not done that before, for the last so
many years. We have been going to others and begging
and borrowing from them. So, why do we not develop
this industry? When we develop this refinery processing
industry with a value addition plant, so many other
associated industries such as the paint industry, the
cosmetic industry, the construction industry and so many
other industries would also get developed.

B §Roe85006:8) OIS ®

(omevsTL 0@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, your time is over.

oG DHBE O Bwmo

(wressryfl@ perSi o@mLor’)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Please give me one more minute, Sir.

This would bring in enough and more foreign
exchange into the country; this will generate enough and
more employment opportunities; this would bring in more
tax revenue to this country. Also, the entire associated
industries would be developed. In the same way, all those
associated industries, too, would develop and create
employment and generate foreign exchange.

Therefore, I appeal to this House, please let us do this
together. No interference is needed in that to manipulate
us to allow those mafia operations. This has to be stopped
and the GSMB has to be cleaned up completely! That is
where we need information. We are ready to answer the
question raised by the Hon. Members. We get all the
information from them. The Ministry is only there to set
up policies. The whole country will definitely benefit
from this. Definitely, a few individuals will be against us,
but I am not worried about it.

Thank you.

®C §Roes BN VTG

(orerLLfl@ SeweveLETEHIGL 2 DN SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Thushara Indunil
Amarasena. You have five minutes.

[&.690. 2.50]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. S. Viyalanderan, please. You have ten
minutes.

[0.L. 2.57]
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Hon. Diana Gamage. Please wind up within a minute.

O DN ©®ed IS w

(rewrfl@ (S pod) Lwerr &wCs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)

®CT Bn®S QcBE OG0B, Onm Bwosim,
RINOBIEO By BBwBO ©@® Jed e eOm BB
Bwoos@m edsiesy mA 20. @8 m00s vy, 88wd O
BBew Buod®m odsfesy mwi odm @ Bedn
©¢8me®Ind O1ddes mOE Bedmdr »O, e W
B0®m @¢8nedIndd mHE cOBTH A5y On® Bwnsis,
ety e Bouwteryw BBCEE »ROS ¢ ®® BwEe
E000 BBw 00med 0oy 53B 9D. eFCi@we? o5 W
B0 ©¢lned®@sind i WO Bedmd »H® I
@mEEsI0 DGR BE) @Y.

O § o306 O En®

(orenTLLll@ SeweVeWHSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa. You have
nine minutes.
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ne¥ded. It is an absolute paradox. We have an
opportunity in this country after so many years, after
almost 75 years, to make a change. People have realized
the many mistakes we have repeatedly done. And, when
there is hope, we are not capitalizing on that opportunity;
we are still going back to the same old things.

Look at what has been happening in Parliament today.
We are debating such an important subject and on and off
we are deviating, going into other things. There are
people in the Gallery listening to what we are saying
about their problems. Therefore, I think we need to give
priority to that in this Debate.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha, please. You
have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala. You have six
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Chamara Sampath
Dasanayake. You have 22 minutes.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.12 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 08th June, 2023.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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