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Tobacco and Alcohol for the year 2021,

which were referred to the said Committee.
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(iii)  the reasons for importing coconut oil to Sri
Lanka?

Will he also inform this House -
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asked the
Security:

Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

separately, the volume of coconut oil
imported to Sri Lanka during last five years
and the amount spent for that purpose in
each year;

about the details of the importers who had
imported coconut oil during the aforesaid
period; and

©

(i)  whether

(i) the name of the institution which examines

the quality of imported coconut oil;

coconut oil unsuitable for
consumption had been imported during the
aforesaid period,;

(iii)  if so, separately, the name of each importer

and the volume imported; and

(iv) the action that have been taken against the

aforesaid consignment of coconut 0il?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

©

@

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

whether he admits the fact that a large
number of containers are transported to
Colombo Port from different areas of Sri
Lanka annually;

whether it has been proposed that the Sri
Lanka Railways can transport the aforesaid
containers to Colombo Port;

If so, of such proposals; and

whether the aforesaid proposals have been
implemented as of now?

Will he also inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

whether it has been proposed that the Sri
Lanka Railways could transport the
petroleum imported to different areas;

If so, of such proposals; and

whether the aforesaid proposals have been
implemented as of now?

If not, why?
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(iii)
asked the Minister of Agriculture:
®d BB oIz 10857, 888 §o 008y
(a)  Will he inform this House - letole) @5y © 5903 ws¥ ©Dwsy )
. - . O Peos BB 0 e
(1) the cattle species in Sri Lanka; 51(51 ocoyst ’
(i) whether there are cattle breeds endemic to o€ 782,470% 519,077% | 311,167* | 1,612,714%
each region; ©dwsy
. . . 8 224312% 161,772* * 4 *
(iii)  the number of dairy cattle in Sri Lanka; PPN -3 61.77 89,966 76,050
(iv) the quantity of daily milk production of emno | 1,006,782% | 680,849% | 401,133% | 2,088,764*
each species of dairy cattle, separately in
litres; and
the number of t cattle, as of now? e e
\) ¢ number of pregnant cattle, as ot now! §eogw @ 2022 Ded gDz Domnd - WO BEwecs W @weds
(b)  Will he also inform this House - o¢bnedsind
(i) whether an extensive amount of money is '
spent to import milk powder; and (iv)
W 1, sope om0 ot ety o[ e s s
1y : o) (899)
C If not, why?
© Y ) 876,264 42*
3 vd 141,777.74*
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asked the Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House, separately -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the approved academic cadre and non-
academic cadre in each of the State
universities in Sri Lanka;

the breakdown of permanent staff in terms
of different categories in each of the above
universities;

the vacancies that exist in the approved
cadre by now in each of the State
universities; and

faculty-wise vacancies that exist in the
University of Colombo, University of
Jaffna, University of Ruhuna, University of
Rajarata and University of Peradeniya?
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:
(a)  Will he state -
(i) the number of archaeological monuments
identified by the Department of
Archaeology at present;

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

(b)
@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

©

the name, the province, the district and the
Divisional Secretary's Division of the
location of each such archaeological
monument, separately;

the number of archaecological monuments
that have been declared by Gazette
Notifications, as at 01.06.2023; and

the name, the province, the district and the
Divisional Secretary's Division of the
location of each such archaeological
monument, separately?

Will he inform this House -

the number of archaeological monuments
on which excavations and conservation
activities are carried out, out of the
archaeological monuments mentioned in
the (a) (iii) above;

the name, the province, the district and the
Divisional Secretary's Division of the
location of each such archaeological
monument, separately;

the number of archaeological monuments
which have been declared by Gazette
Notifications, but where conservation
activities have not yet been carried out; and

the name, the province, the district and the
Divisional Secretary's Division of the
location of each such archaeological
monument, separately?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways :

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he admits that an extensive number
of road accidents take place in Sri Lanka
presently; and

(if) the number of road accidents taken place
near Indigahamula Junction on Colombo-
Kandy Main Road during the last five years
and the number of persons who lost lives
due to the above accidents, separately
corresponding to each year?

Is he aware that -

(1) there is an entrance way to Colombo-Kandy
Main Road from the direction of Weboda;

(if) the vehicles entering that main road from
Weboda Road are heading towards Kandy
or Colombo;

(iii)  that a large number of accidents have taken
place on the pedestrian crossing found in
that place;

(iv) the location of both the above pedestrian
crossing and the entrance way in the same
point has caused the above situation; and

(v) no action has been taken so far despite
notifications being given in this regard for
many years?

Will he also inform this House of the measures
that will be taken to prevent the occurrence of road
accidents at the above-mentioned place and to
minimize loss of lives and property?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation :
(a) Is he aware that -

(i) a group of persons have planned to dig the
bottom of “Paradise Lake” in Ratnapura,
Kuruwita, up to about 30 feet, using
machinery on the pretext of removing silt
and sand and to transfer the gem bearing
gravel to a different area;

(ii) as a result, the thick silt layer of the lake has
been damaged and is on the verge of drying
up; and

(iii)) about 112 wells near the lake are on the
verge of drying up and the houses of "Lake
Side" villagers are at risk of getting cracks
and subsiding?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether -

(1) permission has been obtained from the
relevant government authorities to dig the
lake in the above manner;

(i) if so, what is the depth permitted to be dug;
and

(iii) an investigation is conducted regarding the
environmental damage caused by the work
referred to in (a)(i) above?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, I propose that the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Presiding Member, [ would like to take this
opportunity basically to pay tribute to a giant in the
business community of this country, Merrill J. Fernando,
who is no more. I recall, nearly 40 years ago, Dr. Gamani
Corea, the Secretary-General of UNCTAD talking about
stabilization of primary commodity prices of poor
countries because our customers were in richer markets.
And because of his inspiration, as a student, I wrote a
thesis on “Alternative Approaches to Tea Price
Stabilization”. In that, I said, “Brand promotion merely
transfers the revenues from one transnational corporation
to another and is not of benefit to producers like Sri
Lanka. It would be difficult for producers to compete in
marketing retail teas as they would face competition from
well-established transnationals, but they should seek to
gain some control of the marketing system by buying
shares in the transnational corporations. Despite the
attendant difficulties, another way of ensuring the
producer country teas are available on consumer country
markets would be for producers to establish their own
marketing organizations within consumer countries.”

I had not heard of Merrill J. Fernando or about Dilmah
as a brand when I did my thesis. Today, Sri Lanka is on
the global map of value-added teas and Dilmah has also
become a global brand in over 100 countries. A research
student’s dream had been fulfilled. Three months ago, I
was the beneficiary of the autobiography “The Story of
Ceylon Teamaker: Merrill J. Fernando, Disruptor,
Teamaker, Servant”, which was sent to me. It was only
published three months ago and now, Mr. Fernando is no
more. In the Introduction of the book, his sons Dilhan and
Malik have stated, “Our father’s life story is one that must
be told because of its relevance to the life in the 21%
Century. It is the classic tale of a young man with
ambition beyond what convention dictated and offers an
inspirational guide to ordinary women and men who have
big dreams. This is also the story of extraordinary human
kindness with a man whose determination, resilience and
passion for tea have produced a business grounded
genuinely in a commitment to the purpose beyond profit.
His life demonstrates the goodness of God, in the
improbable achievement of an ordinary Sri Lankan in
hostile circumstances, driven and delivered by faith."

As a Member of Parliament, I have been personally
acquainted with that individual, the MIJF Charitable
Foundation and its centre in Moratuwa. Amongst his
numerous social initiatives benefiting more than 60,000
people are those that are carried out mainly in the plantation
areas of this country. I have been touched when I got to
know that there are over 300 children with Down syndrome,
autism, cerebral palsy and other developmental disorders
who have been benefitting from the daily programmes
designed to meet their wide-ranging individual needs. So, the
story of Merrill J. Fernando is purpose beyond tea.
Therefore, we thank God for his life and may he rest in
peace!
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Microfinance is a debt trap to women. Due to lethargy
and failure of the public sector regulatory measures, the
Government had to intervene incurring Rs. 500 million in
2018 alone. Who is responsible for such a debacle? ©¢
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Announcing the first among the number of measures
to be taken, this is what the Hon. Minister said that day:
“An estimated 75,000 women who obtained loans from
finance companies and microfinance companies, which
are members of the Lanka Microfinance Practitioners’
Association, and have three months' arrears as of 30™
June, 2018 are entitled to receive the debt relief up to a
ceiling of Rs. 100,000”. However, more than 200 women
had died committing suicide as they had to face sexual
violence at the hands of microfinance lenders.
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Hon. Member, you can have my seven minutes also, if
you want.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam. You have seven
minutes.

[1.38 p.m.]

o0 8.8. 02 5350E® ®wmn

(renrLfl@ of.oF. GlLTesTesTIDLISLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, whilst we are debating this
Banking (Special Provisions) Bill, 1 would like to
associate myself and our party with the comments made
by the Hon. Vijitha Herath. The main point of his
intervention, Sir, was that whilst the Amendments that
are being proposed have, at the surface, the intention for
the Central Bank to take over financial institutions on
occasions when, for example, they default and are going
into trouble, the way in which these acts are interpreted,
of course, is where everything ultimately lies. We also
have a precedent in this country - you have what is
known as the ICCPR Law - where that law is being
interpreted by the authorities opposite to its true
intentions. Sir, you, as a lawyer, know that it is a huge
criticism that Sri Lanka faces not only among the victims
of the ICCPR Act in Sri Lanka, but also among the
international community.

Sir, Sri Lanka’s credibility, of course, is at its lowest,
not only because of Sri Lanka’s reputation with regard to
complete lack of democracy, lack of accountability and
the crimes that have taken place, but also with regard to
the way in which the notion of the rule of law is being
adhered to in this country and the intention of those who
are governing. Just take for example what the Hon. S.
Viyalanderan, who spoke before me, mentioned. He
spoke about certain views that were expressed yesterday
by Sarath Weerasekera. I do not want to call him
"Honourable". The Hon. Viyalanderan did not mention
his name, but everybody knows that he is whom he spoke
about. Now, that Member is the Chairman of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on National Security. Can you
believe it? A man who is a suspected war criminal, who
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does not have the faintest idea of what the rule of law is,
who has the audacity to be in contempt of court and be
shielded by the Privileges of Parliament to threaten a
magistrate and to make comments about a substantive
matter that is before court is the Chairman of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on National Security. So, that is the
nature of Sri Lanka’s way of handling these various
matters, in which the international community would look
for notions of democracy, the rule of law and
accountability, financial and otherwise. Now, this
Banking (Special Provisions) Bill is primarily to have
financial accountability. You are bringing about these
Amendments because if you do not build up a credible
system, then, the international community is not going to
have that sort of confidence to invest.

Then, we also have, Sir, the Hon. Suren Raghavan,
who, yesterday, spoke quite emotionally in Sinhala
criticizing the Tamil Members of Parliament elected from
the North and the East, primarily stating that those Tamil
Parliamentarians, being Tamil nationalists, talk of
federalism, that federalism is secessionism and that we
are trying to, again, inflame the emotions of the southern
youth by talking about secessionism. This was utter
nonsense!

[Bcresmed g 888 9o wom GE.]
[ydBlrrFers s 1_swartiing ysmmLLL (Blersnsg]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

is, at least, a war criminal and we can sort of expect him
to say rubbish. But, Suren Raghavan claims to be an
intellectual and a person with a doctorate. To equate
federalism with secessionism shows his utter intellectual
bankruptcy and intellectual dishonesty. He is making
these comments, Sir, whilst the President is inviting the
Tamil Parliamentarians to have discussions with regard to
reconciliation.

And his suggestion is that the Tamils should not be
talking about any of this and rather just adhere to the
concept of democracy. I challenge the Hon. Raghavan
and all those Members opposite, who try to say that the
people elected from the North and the East do not
represent the Tamils of the North and the East, to have a
Referendum! If you want to know the true intention of the
Tamil people, I challenge you to have a Referendum! You
have a Referendum and ask whether the Tamil people are
willing to accept a Unitary State or a federal State and if
you have a backbone, ask whether the Tamil people want
a separate State. Without you all sitting here pre-judging
what the Tamil people want, if you have a backbone, ask
the Tamil people what they want. Thereafter, if you want,
you can come and preach us.

O § o306 OTEn®

(orenTLLfl@ SeweVeSTEIGL 2 MIILNGSTT SjeuTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up.

®G 8.8. 02530E® ®wmn
(wressrfl@ of .&f. GluTeiTesTidLISVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am winding up, Sir.
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So, without doing that, Sir, if these Members think
that they can talk on behalf of the people of the North and
the East and that they can threaten them - well, Sri Lanka
has been threatened in the past, has suffered as a result
and with these, those sufferings are going to be heaped
again - no one with dignity will accept any of that.

Thank you.

©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(orevTLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNTT Sj6uTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha. You have
seven minutes.

[e.20. 1.45]

®0 H>EBT DBENS Bw®W Dvwmo

(omessryifl@ HedledrT LT T g2uwioam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)

& Bwo D0 D0 BBEE O wosim, w8 @¢w
DO Vo, ¢8 VTemd® IWnedE O WIY. e®@m
Bode Bsle omgn 000w G edamEeme ®Om
eDEDN ©59ed8 Bwe® 20ekme 50D Onw m»OSxY
230G A 20 0dMeds EnBdsin 008s 90 B
©O»Do.

©C §Roe8500:) O E®o

(orevTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNTT Sj6uTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®C §RoesBN0) BTG

(orerLfl@ SewevewLSTERIGL 2 DN SjeuTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan?
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Next, the Hon. Hesha Withanage. You have three
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)
Hon. Presiding Member, -
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(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Raghavan?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Thank you, Hon. Minister.

Hon. Hesha Withanage, please continue.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

You had three minutes. Your time is over now. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

®O @B Smamred Dvmo

(orenrflg Cansr allgrarGs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Madhura Withanage to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Madhura Withanage do
now take the Chair.
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(The Hon.(Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake)
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. S.M.M. MUSZHAARAFF left the Chair,
and THE HON. MADHURA WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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Sir, give me only one more minute, please.
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Whereupon THE HON. MADHURA WITHANAGE left the Chair,

and DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE] took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©20e® &FHBE.

Order, please! @¢ 2»0 Bwd»n 010 B»Ogn gdwsy
OBINC ICB CP MO w1d OWen?

@6‘( @5{@@61

(revrLyfl@ 2 mitiesigeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

®0 Bewrdss OrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Lrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

85 emYdun ©¢dm OF Bwd®, wwd dwene?
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GYBEITLIG., FL L_CPSVLD @)T6OTL LD LPSHMUITIS LOBIILIL L1111 1 G
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

O 80> @wles2200 estr 3OO Ses.:

"sma' emQPsm gbew 188082V 0w ewdmO
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[wrenriyfle (evrBlE) sds (ICrwgmuBs]

Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha]

2002 38000058 es@m e GE.

[0 Bowsehs mrzr622@1 @Ees2300:6 Jas. |
Sapafls¥ yrmuwiii L .

[1oressryfles (NTHIF FLITBTWISIT 961 % 6i HENVHLD 61BIS5HMTH6IT. ]

Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 80 14 oo D098 s eQOs0nE emdex w;Swd
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Clauses 1 to 14 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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aurgsd 15.- (BFlaeri o midliium’ & Blglwib)
CLAUSE 15.- (Financial Stability Fund)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.

15 o dwz¥fe, eocaldmmicewsy, smns emd@send
©200e32 07 SO HIes gl Hewlw o &

15g41h  sumragssth FBSHLIIL L UTHY FL L CPVGHINT  LIGBUITS
B s CouswsrH)olwsords w1 1_swemuili_ i 1 gy.

Clause 15, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

16 o dwx¥He s»s em@send emdun w;Swd HJdw
G2 a8 Bewiw o .

16y1h sumrasd Fi' 1 apsVSHleor LIGHMITS (3)hdhs Garar(p)olwsrss
L L ewemufl_ i’ 1 gy.

Clause 16 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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surgasd 17.- (2-MNwbeunm eunidld@ eTdlrrs
BEIDSSTD QLS &) HL_6UIG&ENBHENET Bl gD

HL_L_emer)

CLAUSE 17.- (Order staying court proceedings against the licensed
bank)

@6 BBeg (390:80) 638E eyg@Lwsin Swmo

(wressryll@ #LLggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCromwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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17yt ounrssd S BEGSLILIL L UTHY FLL_APEUSHIOT  LIGHUITS
B) 1555 CouswsrH6losords w1 1L swemufl_ i’ 1 g.

Clause 17, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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1810 sursssa)emps 394t auTFsL aUsHT FL L PGSl
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Clauses 18 to 39 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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BB e me@rmiems BIO)
auresid 40.- (S L Sewg Bl(HoudSSID (p&HTemLD

QEELNIN))
CLAUSE 40.- (Administration and management of the scheme)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.

40 o2 OwrY¥He, oownldmimicewssy, smny emdOsend
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Clause 40, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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4l v surssgBalmps 4994 aurss suewy FLL ApaVSBler
LGS (3) 1555 Ceusnt(B)olwerrds s 1 ewemuili i’ 1 gj.

Clauses 41 to 49 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 50.- (Powers, duties and functions of the Central Bank
relating to the Deposit Insurance Fund)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.

50 o dwrYHes, toonldmimicewcsy, sms emidsendd
om0 ;w0 HFw gnwld Bewlo mom» G&.

50410 ourssd FBSHLIIL L uTHY FLLAPISHIIT  LIGBMITES
B s CouswsrH)elsords w1 1_swemuili_ i 1 gy.

Clause 50, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 51.- (Sources of funds of the Deposit Insurance Fund)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 51, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 52 and 53 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 54, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 55 to 71 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 72, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 73 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 74, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 75 to 84 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 85. - (Priority of claims for the distribution of assets in
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 85, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 86, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 87 to 92 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 93, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 94 to 98 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Schedule ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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It being 5.30 p.m.., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 08th
August, 2023.
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