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The next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha
Samanmale Kumarasinghe. You have 17 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan. You have
seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Vadivel Suresh. You
have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

©Den® BRBB, ©O Coess HOBROA.

But, there is a technical fault here. Hon. State
Minister, what [ am trying to say is, there is a technical
fault. When the Divisional Secretariat's officers like the
Grama Niladhari or the Samurdhi Officers visit the
estates, the estate workers have already gone to work and
it is only after 4 o’ clock in the afternoon that they come
back, but by that time, the government officers are not
there to attend to that work. That is the thing.

OO @RWIBT ©edDEBow Dwmn

(revryfl@ CFanrer Cawdlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

Let us know the names of those estates.

©G 08edE yebd dwm
(omessryfl@ surg Geusd #Creig)
(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)
Definitely.
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(oressryfl@ GFaprer Cedlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

I think you mentioned the names of some estates. Let
us know those names. We will certainly attend to the
matter; we will talk to the Divisional Secretary and
rectify that.
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(omessryifl@ surg Gousd #Creig)

(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

So, we have to introduce some sort of mechanism to
collect these in the plantation sector. We are also there to
give you our fullest support and cooperation.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You have 13
minutes.
[L0.L0. 2.04]
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Lastly, I would like to say a few words about the issue
of decriminalization of same-sex relations, which is being
discussed right now. There may be varied opinions on
whether same-sex relations should be decriminalized or
not. But, I think the Supreme Court has given a clear-cut
verdict that it is not inconsistent with the Constitution of
our country, and I personally think that it is a very big
win. Though it is a small step, still it is a big leap for that
community and the people here. We are not asking
anybody to be pro-LGBTQ or pro-homosexual; we are
just asking them to be anti-discriminatory and there is a
very big difference to that.

Anyway, I am glad that that legislation has come
before Parliament and I hope that all the Parliamentarians
would support that and build an inclusive Sri Lanka.
Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka. You have
eight minutes.
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Next, the
minutes.

Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have nine
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Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, you have thirteen minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne.
You have eight minutes.
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Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. B.Y.G. Rathnasekara. You have seven
minutes
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The Hon. Uddika Premarathne. You have seven
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rohana Bandara. You
have eight minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M. Udayakumar. You
have five minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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Sir, I am going to wind up.
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. WASANTHA YAPABANDARA left the
Chair, and THE HON. (MAJOR) SUDARSHANA DENIPITIYA took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Thank you, State Minister.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Mano Ganesan. You have 10 minutes.
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We will ensure that because our priority under this
"Aswesuma" programme is to ensure that all the poor
and the vulnerable communities are supported by the
Government. That is the framework we are working
within. We also do not want to deviate from that and
have any complaints that certain groups have been left
out. So, we will ensure that everybody is brought within
that. Therefore, I humbly request you to support us by
giving the relevant information and we will coordinate
and make it happen.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you.- [Interruption] Yes, Hon. Mano Ganesan?

O T ®esIessy Ownmo

(orenryfl@ wBerm &Gswresir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Hon. State Minister, I respect your sincerity. I had a
discussion with the Hon. President, too, on this and he
asked me to discuss it with you as well as with other
officials. This issue is very complicated. I can bring to
your notice that there are a few such families in my
Avissawella Electorate in the Colombo District and a
large number of people in the adjoining districts like
Nuwara Eliya, Badulla, Matale, Kandy, Monaragala,
Ratnapura, Kegalle, Kalutara, everywhere. So, the totality
of the plantation sector should be taken into account as a
people with special needs.

OO @RWI5T ©ed®Bow Dwmo

(orenrflg QFanmer CFwdlbis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

I will get in touch with you. We will fix a meeting
next week and I appreciate if you could come to the
Ministry of Finance. We will discuss with the officials
also and if there is something amiss, we will ensure that it
is corrected. We will certainly take your point into
consideration because we do not want to leave anybody
out, as I said before. Also, Hon. Member, there was a
suggestion from several Opposition Members to decide
people's eligibility to this programme on their
consumption of electricity, to which we partially agree. 1
think we also have taken into account the consumption of
electricity in this, but that is not going to be the only
parameter. There are other parameters we have to look at.
Especially when it comes to estate communities, you
know, everybody does not have an electricity connection;
some have bulk power connections also. We believe that
we have covered every aspect, but if there are any
improvements which need to be done especially in the
updating process, we are happy to adopt that also.

O T ®esIessy Onmo

(oresrLyfl@ wBeorm &Genresir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

I am not saying that it is the best parameter.

OO @RI ©ed©Bow Dwmo

(orenrflg QFanmer CFwdlnias)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

That is one of the parameters that have been taken into
consideration. - [Interruption] We have taken that also
into consideration as one of the 22 parameters. Next
week, we will meet up and discuss.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have seven
minutes.
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Hon Member, your time is up.
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I will finish in a minute, Sir
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Please wind up now, Hon. Member.
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I am winding up, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. Thavaraja Kalai Arasan, please. You have

eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. K. Kader Masthan. You
have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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It being past 6.00 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.13 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 23rd May, 2023.
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