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WASTAGE DURING TRANSPORT OF VEGETABLES AND
FRUITS: PREVENTION
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, the annual vegetable and fruit
production of Sri Lanka;

(i) out of the aforesaid production, separately,
the quantity of vegetables and fruits wasted
during transportation;

(iii) whether a proper mechanism has been
prepared to prevent the wastage that occurs
during transportation; and

(iv) if so, what the mechanism is?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(i)

the year in which the Hector Kobbekaduwa
Agrarian Research and Training Institute
was established; and

whether the objectives of establishing the
aforesaid institute and its role are being
fulfilled at present by that institute?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

separately on per year basis, the amounts of
money that have been allocated to that
institute for research activities from the
year 2015 to date;

whether the future plans related to the
agriculture sector are prepared taking the
reports issued by that institute into
consideration; and

whether that institute has carried out
researches in order to overcome future
challenges in the agriculture sector and has
issued its reports of such researches?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Hon. Speaker, I went through the Answer given by the
officials and felt that there were some contradictions in it.
Therefore, 1 requested the Central Environmental
Authority to give me the correct Answer. Again, they
have sent me another contradictory Answer. Therefore, |
wish to inform the Hon. Member that I will go into it in
detail and submit the correct Answer by the next Sitting
Week.

Thank you.
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the length of the roads that have been
carpeted by now under the programme of
carpeting 100,000 km of roads in the Island;

(ii) the length of the roads in Ratnapura District,
on which work has begun under the
aforementioned programme; and

(iii) the length of the roads that have been
completed by now, out of the
aforementioned roads;

in kilometres?
(b) Is he aware that -

(1) the activity of carpeting and developing five
kilometres of the road from Godakawela to
Bibilegama in the Godakawela Divisional
Secretary's Division has been stopped by
now; and

(ii) the people of that area are facing numerous
difficulties as a result of it?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the date of commencement of work on the
said road;

(i) the date by which the work is scheduled to
be completed, as per the contract
agreement; and

(iii)  whether the development of the road will be
resumed?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of
Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he accept that -
(i) the majority of pineapple growers of Sri
Lanka are within the Gampaha District; and
(i) a considerable amount of foreign exchange
is earned through export of pineapples?
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the status that the Sri Lankan pineapple has
achieved in the international market;

(i) the steps that will be taken to encourage
pineapple growers; and

(iii) the steps that will be taken to expand
pineapple cultivation?

(¢)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether applications were called for the
selection of a Vice-Chancellor for the
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka in
the year 2020; and

(ii) if so, the names and qualifications of each
such applicant, separately?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether an Evaluation Committee was
appointed to select a suitable person from
among those applicants;

(if) the names of the members of the aforesaid
Evaluation Committee;

(iii) the dates on which the Evaluation
Committee met; and

(iv) the number of marks awarded by the said
Evaluation Committee to each of the
aforesaid applicants, separately?

(c)  Will he further inform this House -

(1) whether special Senate meetings were held
for the purpose of selecting a suitable
person for this position;

(ii) if so, the date on which each such meeting
was held and the names of the members
who attended it, separately; and

(iii)) the number of marks awarded to each
applicant by the Senate, separately?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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COUNCIL OF LEGAL EDUCATION ORDINANCE:
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs

and Constitutional Reforms, I move,

"That the Rules made by the Incorporated Council of Legal
Education with the concurrence of the Minister of Justice under
Section 7 of the Incorporated Council of Legal Education
Ordinance (Chapter 276) and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2208/13 of 30" December, 2020, which were
presented on 10.03.2023, be approved."
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT TO INVESTIGATE
INTO INCIDENTS OF INFRINGEMENT OF PRIVILEGES OF THE
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
AND OF THE PARLIAMENT AND TO MAKE SUITABLE
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT REGARD: RESOLUTION
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [09th
March, 2023]
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“The recommendations of the report submitted on 24th
February, 2023 by the Select Committee of Parliament to
investigate into incidents of infringement of Privileges of the
Members of Parliament and of the Parliament and to make
suitable recommendations in that regard, which was constituted
by the motion passed by Parliament on 13th December, 2022, to
investigate whether the Privileges of the Members of Parliament
and of the Parliament were infringed by the comments made in
the programmes telecast by the ‘Siyatha’ television channel on
the 24th, 25th and 27th of November, 2022, in relation to the
agreement reached by the President, the Prime Minister and the
Members of Parliament on 23rd November, 2022 on the Floor of
the House, to meet representatives of all parties and discuss the
measures to solve the ethnic problems and to live as children of
one mother, be referred to the Attorney-General in terms of the
Section 26(1) (b) of the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act,
No. 21 of 1953.” - [The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha,
Attorney-at-Law]
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“A free press can, of course, be good or bad, but, most certainly
without freedom, the press will never be anything but bad.”
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3008m00 gy dBEDWICDJewn »SWO ®OYR BE
el @wvE ©usf®wi. He said, "The judiciary is the
safeguard of liberty and of individual rights against the
assaults of arbitrary power."
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. HESHA WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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"Members of Parliament are persons who are elected by the
people and maintained by the people. They are expected to abide by
the laws of the country at all time and provide examples for others
to follow. Under the provisions of the Declaration of Assets and
Liabilities Law, any person who comes under the provisions of the
Law, fails to provide the relevant declaration of assets and liabilities
as required, would be committing an offence punishable with a fine
or imprisonment of either description or both such fine and
imprisonment."
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Sir, may I say a word, if you do not mind, about what
the previous speaker said.

It is not only from the point of view of minority
rights, but also there was no danger in burying those
corpses at that time. Several Muslim leaders came and
met me and I assured them that scientifically, there was
nothing against burying those corpses, that it was not
necessary to insist on cremation. I sent my view on this to
the health authorities and also made statements to the
media.

Here, not only must we respect the interests of the
minorities concerned, but also, before taking contrary
action they resent, get the opinion of experts in the
various fields. So, I think in future, it is very important
that, before decisions that can harm or would be
disapproved by especially minority groups are taken,
specialists in the relevant fields are consulted.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(At this stage, the following names appeared on the digital screen
in the Chamber.)
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According to Electronic Voting, Parliament divided: Ayes 74: Noes
43: Abstain 0.

G 001. Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi Yes
G 002. Nimal Siripala De Silva Yes
G 003. Chamal Rajapaksa Yes
G 005. Prasanna Ranatunga Yes
G 006. Susil Premajayantha Yes
G 007. Dinesh Gunawardena Yes
G 012. Mahinda Amaraweera Yes
G 018. Kanchana Wijesekera Yes
G 019. Naseer Ahamed Yes
G 023. Nalin Fernando Yes
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G 024. Roshan Ranasinghe Yes 0 017. A. L. M. Athaullah Yes
G 025. Jeevan Thondaman Yes 0O 024. Abdul Haleem No
G 026. Jagath Pushpakumara Yes O 025. Sarath Fonseka No
G 027. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya Yes O 026. Harsha De Silva No
G 028. Dilum Amunugama Yes O 028. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara No
G 030. Janaka Wakkumbura Yes 0 029. Dilip Wedaarachchi No
G 032. Kanaka Herath Yes O 030. Niroshan Perera No
G 033. Thenuka Vidanagamage Yes O 031. Eran Wickramaratne No
G 034. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon Yes 0 032.J. C. Alawathuwala No
G 035. Lasantha Alagiyawanna Yes 0O 036. Dullas Alahapperuma No
G 036. Rohana Dissanayaka Yes O 037. Vijitha Herath No
G 039. Vijitha Berugoda Yes O 043. Faizal Cassim No
G 043. Indika Anuruddha Herath Yes O 044. Ashok Abeysinghe No
G 045. Anuradha Jayaratne Yes O 046. Ajith Mannapperuma No
G 046. S. Viyalanderan Yes 0O 050. Hector Appuhamy No
G 047. D. V. Chanaka Yes O 051. Thushara Indunil Amarasena No
G 048. Sisira Jayakody Yes 0 052. Velu Kumar No
G 049. Piyal Nishantha De Silva Yes 0O 053. Dilan Perera No
G 051. D. B. Herath Yes O 054. Wimal Weerawansa No
G 054. Shantha Bandara Yes O 056. Vasudeva Nanayakkara No
G 056. Ashoka Priyantha Yes O 061. Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana No
G 057. A. Aravindh Kumar Yes O 062. Mayantha Dissanayake No
G 058. Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe Yes O 065. Imran Maharoof No
G 059. Suren Raghavan Yes 0O 066. Ishak Rahuman No
G 061. Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan Yes 0O 069. Chaminda Wijesiri No
G 062. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake Yes 0O 070. Waruna Liyanage No
G 063. Anupa Pasqual Yes 0O 075. Chandima Weerakkody No
G 064. Johnston Fernando Yes O 081. W. H. M. Dharmasena No
G 067. Vajira Abeywardena Yes O 083. Rohana Bandara No
G 069. C. B. Rathnayake Yes 0O 085. Udaya Gammanpila No
G 070. S. M. Chandrasena Yes O 089. Nimal Lanza Yes
G 071. Mahindananda Aluthgamage Yes 0 091. B. Y. G. Rathnasekara No
G 072. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana Yes 0 093. Mohomad Muzammil No
G 074. Sarath Weerasekera Yes 0O 095. Udayana Kirindigoda No
G 075. Wimalaweera Dissanayaka Yes 0O 097. Upul Galappaththi No
G 080. Jayantha Ketagoda Yes O 101. Lalith Varna Kumara Yes
G 081. Sampath Athukorala Yes 0 102. S. Jagath Samarawickrama Yes
G 083. U. K. Sumith Udukumbura Yes O 105. Nimal Piyathissa No
G 085. Sanjeeva Edirimanna Yes 0O 106. Uddika Premarathne No
G 087. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi Yes O 110. Weerasumana Weerasinghe No
G 089. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda Yes O 111. Gevindu Cumaratunga No
G 090. Udayakantha Gunathilaka Yes O 112. Charitha Herath No
G 092. Milan Jayathilake Yes
G 093. Kulasingam Dhileeban Yes ; ; .
G 094. Sudarshina Denipitiya Yes Electronic Voting Ilf :i:lllctl .

pants:
G 095. Isuru Dodangoda Yes Present 117
G 097. H. Nandasena Yes
G 098. Muditha Prishanthi Yes Votes:
G 100. Mayadunna Chinthaka Amal Yes Yes 74
G 103. Gunathilaka Rajapaksha Yes No 43
G 104. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha Yes Abstain 0
G 105. M. Rameshwaran Yes
G 106. Rajika Wickramasinghe Yes
G 107. M. W. D. Sahan Pradeep Withana Yes @0 Bewfus mOrxnwemn@
G 109. D. Weerasingha Yes (oradrllE Wrdld surprst sjautes)
G 110. Samanpriya Herath Yes (The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
G 111. Sagara Kariyawasam Yes Beys drfc BOBO gmd ewddsndd vtud 8xfe 748;
G 112. Yadamini Gunawardena Yes B END sr5¥ew ¢ e 438. B 8O vfed srics gof
G 113. Manjula Dissanayake Yes 83021500 018.
G 116. Marjan Faleel Yes
O 003. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar No & 821D, sFsd GO S¥¢ o100 758, Dued G suie
O 006. Gayantha Karunatilleka No 83021500 438.
O 007. Lakshman Kiriella No
O 008. Sajith Premadasa No & 80D, ewdssyn gom 2 BOODNE.

O 015. G.L. Peiris No
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
22nd March, 2023.
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