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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)

B0 DDNIWROB, OO swm wewsy Dobmo @83
0O,

(1) 2021 &8s wews @imd @oedy) e @l Bewo BEDS
ceed  gseme e g Hdm  OnEdimed
¢SOy Dab82 Da&m0d; 6320

(i) 2021 O&sw wewo ewe® JEDBEed ©e®d
Cwows), G ©e¥Ded: ¥ XD DIV
3B S D88 Da&m0D.

e®® Dindm gisinme BEAC gre@m adWeem mCm
©%0D 00D e BE ¥ KB O® ewdssn WIS.

g S8z &Y, wwo e3O@z Ses.
afleorr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 (§028w) DTIER QwOEA® Bwma (D o

8w 3@ 5 BBIOIENS a1y ®a)

(oreiryflg (seorBlS)) ubBSHIL GemTouiser - CUTdhGaTsg

wHmIDd  CBHEHFTMVEHET HMWFFHID ClouGFer oar s

O[EWLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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2012

asked the Minister of Mass Media:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of television channels and the
number of radio channels registered in Sri
Lanka, separately;

(if)  the names of the said channels, separately;

(iii) whether he accepts that there are
discrepancies in conditions of the licences
for television channels and for radio
channels; and

(iv) whether steps will be taken to eliminate
such discrepancies and create uniformity?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)
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Terrestrial TV Channels
No. Name of the Institute " No. of Name of Channel
1 | Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation 3 Rupavahini
Eye
Nethra TV
2 | Independence Television Network Ltd 2 ITNTV
Vasantham TV
3 | Asia Broadcasting Corporation (Pvt) Ltd 1 Hiru TV
4 | EAP Network (Pvt) Ltd 2 Swarnawahini TV
ETV
5 | IWS Holding (Pvt) Ltd 1 At TV
6 | Maharaja Organization (Pvt) Ltd 3 Sirasa TV
(MTV Channel (Pvt) Ltd) Shakthi TV
v1
7 | MGMR Network (Pvt) Ltd 1 Athavan TV
8 | Peoples Media Network (Pvt) Ltd 1 Buddhist TV
9 | Power House (Pvt) Ltd 1 Derana
10 | Rangiri Dambulla Development 1 Rangiri Sri Lanka TV
Foundation
11 | Satis Agencies (Pvt) Ltd 1 VIBE TV
12 | Shraddha Media Network 1 Shraddha TV
13 | Teleshan Network Pvt Ltd 1 TNL TV
14 | Television and Radio Networks (Pvt) Ltd 1 TV Lanka
15 | Vis Broadcasting (Pvt) Ltd 1 .|CGTN
16 | Voice of Asia Network Pvt Ltd 2 Siyatha TV
Star Tamil TV
17 | J Lanka Group of Cumpany (Pvt) Ltd 1 Supreme TV
18 | Carlton Sports Networks (Pvt) Ltd 1 CSN (Not yet commenced)
A gf“ S8

: =
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Radio Channels
No. Name of the Institute No. of Name of Channel
1 | SriLlanka Broadcasting Corporation 13 City FM
Swadeshiya Sevaya (Sinhala
Service)
Welanda Sevaya
English Service (Radio SL)
Swedeshiya Sevaya
(Tamil Service/ Muslim Service)
Tenderal FM
Wayamba FM
Yaal FM
Pirei FM
Dambana FM
Rajarata FM
Kandurata FM
Ruhunu FM
2 | Independence Television Network Ltd 2 ITN FM
Vasantham FM
3 | Asia Broadcasting Corporation (Pvt) 5 Hiru FM
Ltd Shaa FM
Sooriyan FM
Sun FM
Gold FM
4 | Asset Media Network (Pvt) Ltd 2 Neth FM
Fox FM
5 | Colombo Communication (Pvt) Ltd 3 Sri FM
Ran FM
EFM
6 | Friend Media Network (Pvt) Ltd 1 Seth FM
7 | Lakview Broadcasting (Pvt) Ltd 1 Lak FM
8 | Lakviru TV and Radio Netwok (Pvt) 1 Sharda Radio
Ltd
9 | Lanka Television Network (Pvt) Ltd 1 VFM
10 | Maharaja Organization (Pvt) Ltd 4 Sirasa FM
(MBC Netwok (Pvt) Ltd.) YFM
Shakthi FM
Yes Fm
11 | MGMR Network Pvt Ltd 1 Athavan FM
12 | Peoples Media Network (Pvt) Ltd 1 Buddhist Radio
13 | Power House (Pvt) Ltd 1 Derana FM
14 | Rangiri Dambulu 1 Rangiri Sri Lanka FM
Develoment Foundation
15 | Ruras Lanka (Pvt) Ltd 1 Kirula FM
16 | Teleshan Network (Pvt) Ltd 1 Isira FM
17 | TNL Radio Netwok (Pvt) Ltd 3 Lite FM
TNL Radio
Rhythm FM
18 | Trymas Media Network (Pvt) Ltd 1 Capital FM
19 | VIS Broadcasting (Pvt) Ltd 4 Sitha FM
Rasa FM
Red FM
CRI (China Radio International)
20 | Voice of Asia Network (Pvt) Ltd 4 Siyatha FM
Real Radio
Varnam FM
Kiss FM
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asked the Minister of Health:

(@)

(b)

©

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

)
(ii)

(iii)

Will he inform this House -

the number of hospitals under the Central
Government and provincial councils,
separately as per the categorization of those
hospitals;

the number of beds in the intensive care
units and ordinary wards of those hospitals,
separately; and

the total number of doctors serving at the
hospitals mentioned in (i) above and a
breakdown of that number by specialist
doctors and general medical practitioners?

Will he also inform this House -

the types of pharmaceuticals used in the
hospitals of Sri Lanka by now;

the types of pharmaceuticals in short supply
by now, out of the aforesaid types of
pharmaceuticals; and

the amount spent by the Government for
each year to import the pharmaceuticals
required by Sri Lanka, separately in rupees
and US dollars?

If not, why?
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OO DOIBNGDROB, @S B WS ©Ogacdd

O3B @0 BBY gesry B¢ YA BENGC 0®edd.

@ @O

20221231 8 o 80 § Cowed n®
Sed @dfnE wa1d 60a O gnd Bves
@y e0dHnE oD 1,1018. d¢ edsdvuE
OEBmcenw 30 05 005 Drews’ B
e300 .

HEALTH INSTITUTION LIST SUMMARY - (31.12.2022)

No| Levelof Hospital Type mem?:uﬁ;mf .
|| Ministry | Ministry Total
ﬂ National Hospital ) _ 2 .
02| Teaching Hospital 11 _ 1
_03_ Tertiary Speciilized Teaching Hospital 6 a 6
| 04| Care | Other Specialized Hospital 9 4 13
105 | ] Provincig, General Hospital 1 s e
| 06| District General Hospital 13 7 20
ﬂ Secondary |Base Hospital Type - A 6 29 © 35
|08| Care |Base Hospital Type - B 1 44 45
i Divisional Hospital Type - A 1 66 67
110 | Primary |Divisional Hospital Type-B 1 146 | 147
|11} Care |pivisional Hospital Type - C 1 269 270
12 Primary Medical Care Unit 8 536 . 544
L TOTAL 60 1101 1,161
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asked the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the scam of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka occurred during
the “Good Governance" Government of
2015-2019;

(if) the financial loss that the scam concerned
has incurred; and

(iii) whether action necessary to recover that
amount has been taken by now?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the names of the persons accused of
involvement in the scam concerned; and

(i) the legal measures that have been taken
against them?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Government has conducted
research to verify the prevalence of DCD
melamine, synthetic lactose, pig oil, cattle
oil and other hazardous chemicals harmful
to human body in milk powder sold in Sri

Lanka;
(i) if so, what institution/s conduct/s such
research;

(iii)  whether he could table reports pertaining to
the researches conducted by such
institution/s so far;

(iv)  whether the institution/s concerned possess/

es the facilities necessary to conduct such
research in accordance with international
standards; and

(v) if not, whether he will take action to provide
such facilities?

Will he also inform this House of the courses of
action that have been taken against the
organizations which produce milk powder proved
to contain the chemicals or substances referred to
in (a)(i) above?

If not, why?
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Value .
Test Requirement .
No. Parameter Ob- | (g1 :2008) | Method of Testing
tained
% Moisture SLS 735: Part 3:
1 (wiw) 2.2 Less than 5 1987
SLS 735: Part 1:
o
) (A] fa‘)x Content 26.3 Iz\/éore than See2:2009
WIwW (ISO 1736-2008)
Reichert Meissl SLS 313: Part 2/
3 number 278 241032 Section 5 : 2009
SLS 313: Part 2/
4 Polenske number | 3.3 1.5t03.5 Section 5 : 2009
5 Refractive index 1.4541 1.4524 to SLS 313: Part 2/
at 400 C : 1.4561 Section 5 : 2009
6 Lodine value 345 - ISO 3961 :2009

80 gerg Bwi€ @m0n0 swBsy ¢ arm.

- Name of product

Full cream milk powder

- Sample Numbers - RCT/NIHS/m/214/2019
- Sample Size - 100g
Manufactured by - Fonterra Ltd., Auckland,
New Zealand
- Container Number - SUDU 4936189
- CUSDEC Numberl - 11596
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asked the Minister of Health:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that it is only up to
Grade DH-C that the Palukamam Regional
Hospital has been upgraded;

(i) if so, whether he will take steps to upgrade
that hospital either to Grade DH-B or to DH
-A; and

208E0®@sInd 2030

(iii) the date on which the hospital concerned
will be upgraded to Grade DH-B or Grade
DH-A?

(b)  Is he aware that -

(i) the pregnant women who seek its services
face various difficulties due to lack of
necessary equipment (CTG machine,
warmer) at the Obstetrics Unit of the
hospital; and

(i) no equipment necessary for the emergency
treatment section is available at the
hospital?

(c) Ifso, will he inform this House -

(1) whether steps will be taken to provide this
hospital with necessary equipment; and

(if) the date on which such equipment will be
provided?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Is he aware of the fact that -

@

(ii)

(iif)

the preliminary work of the development of
the School Lane of No. 746-Indiriligoda
Grama Niladhari Division in Beruwala
Divisional ~ Secretary's Division by
carpeting was carried out by the Kalutara
Office of the Western Provincial Road
Development Authority;

stone chips for concrete were laid on the
said road as the first stage; and

the said road is in a dilapidated condition
and remains not fit for transport as the stone
chips were washed away by the rains?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

@

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

whether steps will be taken to develop the
said road by carpeting it;

if so, the date on which such work will be
started;

the amount allocated for the said project;
and

the individuals to be held responsible for
that, if money had been wasted as a result
of the matter mentioned in (a) (iii) above?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka on behalf of the Hon.
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asked the Minister of Urban Development and

Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of high risk houses identified in
Colombo District since 2016 up to now;

(i) out of the families residing in the aforesaid
houses, the number of families who were
benefitted from the resettlement
programme; and

(iii)) whether he admits the fact that there is a
delay in providing benefits to the said
families residing in those high risk houses?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage - State Minister of
Urban Development and Housing)
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(The Hon.

Gayantha Karunatilleka on behalf of the Hon.

Gamini Waleboda)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the economic impact made on Sri
Lanka by the chemical fertilizer ban
imposed in 2021 has been computed;

(it) if so, the decrease in the produce of each
crop such as paddy, tea, rubber, cinnamon,
coconut and vegetables, separately;

(iii)  whether farmers have given up farming due
to the chemical fertilizer ban; and

(iv) if so, the number of farmers that have taken
this action?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food
Security:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the demand for and the supply of eggs in
Sri Lanka from 2015 to date, separately for
each year;

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that the
price of eggs has gone up as the supply
doesn’t meet the demand; and

(iii)  the measures taken to maintain the price of
eggs at a reasonable level?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nalin Fernando - Minister of Trade, Commerce

and Food Security)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of

Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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LOCAL DEBT RESTRUCTURING AND SOCIAL SECURITY
PROGRAMME: STATEMENT BY STATE MINISTER OF FINANCE
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of Finance)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(orerLyLfl@ FrenTdalweT FTeLsslreT &)rmeLwrenissib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to raise a - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Nimal Lanza)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(omessTyifl@ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rraLomentain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Hon. Speaker, can you - [Interruption.]

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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O BB R BB GotsgyTFBSSY Goes@onm® wmo
(orevrLLfl@ FTeRTdhaSIWeT TTELES T6sT @) T TessldhaLb)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to raise a Privilege issue in
this House under the Parliament (Powers and Privileges)
Act.- [Interruption.] Sir, 1 cannot hear anything -
[Interruption.]
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(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Nimal Lanza)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(omessTLyif@ FrenTdhdlwesT FTELSS et @)rTaLoment&asin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Speaker, under Section 32, Part B, Subsection 4
of the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act, I would
like to raise a Privilege issue. Subsection 4 states, I quote:

"Assaulting, insulting or willfully obstructing any member
in Parliament in committee or in the precincts of Parliament."
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Sir, on the 25" of April, 2023, I was on my feet trying
to raise an issue that was relevant to Batticaloa. Whilst I
was trying to raise that issue, I was not allowed to raise it
because the relevant Cabinet Minister did not wish to
respond to it. However, whilst the relevant Minister, to
whom I posed my question, did not want to respond to it,
the Cabinet Minister who spoke after him referred to me
as "kotiya" and "jathiwadiya". The Hon. Manusha
Nanayakkara, the Minister of Labour and Foreign
Employment, called me "kotiya" and "jathiwadiya" and
that comment coming from the Hon. Manusha
Nanayakkara, [ was not very surprised.

But, however, Sir, I was shocked at the comment by
the Minister in charge of Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Ali
Sabry.

Let me quote him.

"I raise issues relating to Sri Lankans. That is how I act."

Sir, in my opinion, the District of Batticaloa is part of
Sri Lanka. So, when I raise an issue relating to Batticaloa,
that is also related to Sri Lanka. Then, he goes on to say
that I am a mark of division and that I am a communalist.
Pointing towards the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, who
called me a "racist" and "kotiya”, and acknowledging his
comments, the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs said, I
quote:

“l endorse what they are saying, you are a communal
politician. But, I am not a communal politician."

He also said, "You contested from the Rajapaksa camp",
which, I think, is no secret. In 2010, I was 19 and did not
contest the 2010 Parliamentary Election. He further said, 1
quote:

"After that, you took up communalism and now you are a
communalist."

Then, he said another word which is not just
unparliamentarily but also utter filth! The Minister of
Foreign Affairs, a Cabinet Minister, said that.

Sir, I would like to put on record that I am an elected
Member of Parliament from the District of Batticaloa. I
got the highest number of Preferential Votes in Batticaloa
for my party. Sir, there is a clear distinction between a
National List MP and an elected MP. As an elected MP, |
have a responsibility and a duty towards the people who
elected me, to put their interests first as opposed to a
National List MP, who, maybe, was appointed to
represent the interests of one individual.

So, I will wind up my Privilege issue by asking for an
apology from the Minister concerned for that derogatory
word he used, which was insulting even to my parents. |
would also like to request the Committee on Ethics and
Privileges to suspend him from Parliament at least for a
period of two weeks. Why I say this is because the
Minister said, I quote:

“I raise issues of Sri Lankans. That is my priority.”

Sir, I would like to put this final point on record, that
Parliament is not the precinct to be a Sri Lankan by

208E0®@sInd
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raising Sri Lankan issues. I have always raised national
issues, but I have not helped to bring in laws such as the
Twentieth Amendment to the Constitution to please the
person who gave me the opportunity to come to
Parliament. And also, I was not the Minister in charge of
justice when the dead bodies of a section of Sri Lankan
citizens were cremated denying their final rites. So,
therefore, I will let the people of Sri Lanka to decide who
is representing Sri Lanka and who is representing their
masters, who gave a National List seat on charity to their
counsel.

Thank you, Sir.

OO DOIBINBH O
(orevrL @ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)
(The Hon. Speaker)

250 Bwuln yim 910 »O¥R.

OO 03B BB ©90.4.90. 88 AT Swm (Bedw
DO gL BHEM)

(oressryfl@ FarTdlug) FlLssrent erib.uy.6rid. 68 Flufl -
Qeuafl BT (B HIUVSBET SjeWLOFFIT)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC - Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, -

OO DOIBINBDHR O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Minister?

®0 B50&uB Bl ©8.4.90. ¢8 wdHT Swvmn

(orevrLfl@ Ferrdud Fi' L g rewt 6Tid.wy,.6Tid. 3160 Fuifl)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Hon. Speaker, it is very important that I answer. The
Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam shows the world that he
is a champion of the Tamil cause and that he had stood
against the grave dangers done to the Tamils during the
war. But, in 2015 - [ have the posters - he contested from
the Rajapaksa camp. He wanted to ride on the popularity
of the Rajapaksas and win the electorate. But, he was
defeated; he got only 3,000 votes. All of a sudden, from
nowhere, now he has become a crusader against the
Rajapaksas. What is this? Cheap electoral politics to
divide people, to rabble-rouse communalism and win the
elections. I also can do it today. If I get on to the street
and say something against the Sinhalese people, the
Muslims will vote for me. If I get into the Sinhalese camp
and blast the Tamils, the Sinhalese will vote for me.
There are people doing it. I will never do that! I will go
home! That is not the politics I do. What I have done for
your people, check.

O BB BRbsY CrsyTBOsT Grws@rhmTHO® dnmo
(omevsrLyifl@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSSresT @)rTaLomentdasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, this is not the place for the Minister to -

@0 B0RuB Bl ©8.4.00. ¢8 AT Dwvmo

(oressTyifl@ FaTTSug) FL L ggrewt erid.w,.67ib. o6 FLim)

(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

No, I need to say that. Why not? I need to answer
when you say something. - [Interruption.] Listen, listen.
Please, listen! Why do you shout? - [Interruption.]
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Let him reply.

O B5NB8B Bl 90.4.098. g8 03 Svmo
(orenrfl@ Farrdugd) FL L ggremnt 6Tib.wy.6Tib. el FLuifl)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

When I was appointed the Minister of Justice -
[Interruption.] Please listen to me, Hon. Rasamanickam.
I had the patience to listen to you. Please sit down. Let me
answer. Hon. Speaker, I must respond to this.

When I took over as the Minister of Justice, check
how many Tamils were in detention under the PTA. -

[Interruption.] Just check how many Tamils were in
detention under the PTA. Check that. Check how many
people were detained under the PTA for a long period of
time. - [Interruption.] 1 was instrumental in convincing
the former President and the current President of their
plight and gave pardon to more than 27 of them. I was
instrumental in amending the PTA - you voted against it -
and introduced bail under the PTA. Because of that, so
many Tamils got bail including one boy who was 20
years behind bars. That is the politics I do. I do not
announce that.

When Muslim bodies were cremated, I took that up five
times in the Cabinet. My Colleagues are here and all of them
know that. I was openly against it. But, I do not play to the
gallery because it will further divide our communities. So, I
was instrumental in convincing that. The Hon. Vasudeva
Nanayakkara was there in the Cabinet and knows how many
times I took it up. Hon. Nanayakkara, you were one of the
persons who stood with me; we are now in different camps,
but you stood with me then. That is the politics I do. But I do
not come out and say, “I raised this; I created this; we must
create a big issue”. Hon. Rasamanickam, what you are trying
is to put the Muslims and Tamils together against the
Sinhalese, against the Buddhists and do your cheap politics. I
will never do that! I would rather walk out of this
Parliament! I will never do that. If I have said anything -
[Interruption. ]

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you, Hon. Minister. Could you please wind up?

@0 B08uB BB 90.9.90. a8 ©dT Swmo
(orenrfl@ Farrdug) FI L ggrent 6Tib.uy.6Tib. el FLuil)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Hon. Speaker, yes, I appeared for Rajapaksas and for
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. I am very proud of that. They may
have failed in the last two, three years because of the
sensitive nature of the economy, but they played a heroic
role in getting rid of terrorism in this country! Even
tomorrow, I will appear for them when I go out of
Parliament. I am not going to be here for long. This is not
my livelihood like yours, Hon. Member. I am a lawyer. I
will go back and will practise again. On that day, if any
more heroes want me to, [ will appear for them.
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OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, now, please wind up. - [Interruption.]

OG B5nBsB BB 98.4.08. 8 dB Dwvmo
(oressryfl@ FarTSud) FLLdgrest] eTid.wy,.61ib. o6 FLimf)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Having said so, Hon. Speaker, if I have used any
unparliamentary language, I will apologize for that; I will
withdraw that. I did not mean to do that. I love the
Tamils, but I do not like communalists.

OO QBB
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6ir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you very much.

@G 885 0@ Owm (8610 B8EDed »wmn®o)

(wreirflg #edls UIBTwgTen - T8lTHaL 6 WpHeLsurm)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
Hon. Speaker,-

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition?

©G 8885 eyf®cies Owmo

(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTeN)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Speaker, I think in this noble Assembly, all the
225 Members have a right to express their opinions but,
of course, in a civilized manner.

@O0 QBNWD O
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Exactly.

@G 38 egf®cies Owmo

(oressryfl g sedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

I think it is very important and crucial that all of us,
while expressing our own opinions, views, the theories
and ideologies that we believe in, abide by the noble
principles of decent, civilized Parliamentary practice. 1
know, Hon. Ali Sabry, that you are a learned Member of
this House. I have an unedited copy of your statement on
that day and may I have your permission, with all of you
Hon. Members not shouting and creating rancour,
mayhem in this Assembly, to just quote what you said.
You mentioned -/Interruption.] One second please. Let
me finish. -/Interruption.] Please be decent. Please allow
me to speak. Try to be patient. Practise what you preach.
This is not something that I have written. This is an
unedited copy of your statement, which I obtained from
the Hansard Department. - [Interruption.] Hon. Member,
I have a right to speak. So, allow me to speak. I am
quoting from an unedited copy of your statement. You
say, I quote:
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“You are a communalist,

[@oesmed ges 888 9O wom .
[y s&lrrFsrds s 1_sweriiLilg ysEmmLILIL (BeTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

It is here and I want to table that.

OO DAIBNWBH O

(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Minister
apologized the Hon. Member and withdrew it. So, let us
finish it at that. - [Interruption.]

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(orevsrLil@ #edlg LGB Ten)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

No, no, hold on. Let me finish. I appreciate, Hon.
Minister, that you basically said that if something
unparliamentary was uttered that you apologize and
withdraw it. What I am trying to tell you is, you have to
put it on record that you mentioned the words
"communalist,

[Bcresmed g 888 9o wom GE.]
[y sBlrrFsrds s 1_sweriiLiy ysmmLILIL (BeTeng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

and that is totally -

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I will get all those words expunged.

oG 8385 eg®cies Owmo

(orenryflg Fedls LNGrwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

This is an unedited copy of your statement. I have no
necessity to lie.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

All those words will be expunged.

@G 885 0@ Owm

(omevsr i@ #edlg LGB Ten)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Right, apology taken. I am sure that Hon. Member has
to accept the apology, not me. - [Interruption.] But, all 1
am trying to say is, Hon. Minister, I have a very high
regard for you. Okay? I have a lot of regard for you, much
more than the so-called Dbelligerent Members who are
here right now and are trying to support you do. -
[Interruption.] These

[Gcrsned ¢t 888 9O wozd GE.]
[y &Blrrasns s 1L swerLiLig yEmmLILIL (HeTendsy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

208E0®@sInd
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do not understand the meaning of what I am saying. A
total bunch of

[Gcosmed gt 888 9O o .
[ysalrrFsnd s 1 ewertiig ysmmLILL Blersndy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

OO DOIBNBHD O
(orevrL @ FUTHTWST Sy6uTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Let us finish this now, please.

@G 8385 0@ Owmo

(oressrflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Anyway, all what I am trying to say is, unfortunately
it has come on record your calling him a "communalist,

[Ecoesmed g 888 9Oz oz GE.]
[y SE T s 1_swemiiLig ysMmLILIL (Berends]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

It has been withdrawn now; it will be expunged. So,
that is enough.

@G 38 egf®cies Owmo

(oressryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

So, I am happy that you have taken back what you
had said. I am happy about that. Thank you.

@0 BBeg; @m0 8. @0edsn Owmo
(wreiryflg #L_sgrent LIGrbprs . QsTeveuds)
(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Speaker, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That is enough. Let us finish this off. - [Interrutption.]

OO ¥nluB BB ©0.4.98. ¢8 8T Ovm
(oressryifl@ FaTTSugd) FLLdgrewst erid.wy,.61ib. o6 FLim)
(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC)

Let me say this, Sir.

I did not say that. But, if I have used any
unparliamentary word, I have the humility to apologize
and withdraw that and I apologize to my learned Friend.
One must also understand that it was recorded because
the mike was on. But, you must also consider what kind
of crosstalk was going on at that point in time. The Hon.
Member just tried to - I do not need to go back to that, I
do not need to. But, I have the humility to apologize. I
have not come here to fight with people. I have come
here for a purpose and I will continue to do that. And, I
love their people.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, we need not go into those details. Let
us finish this off. Now, everything is okay.
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@6 9653 DO Owmo
(orenryllg @) rrer alldarLorder)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

What is the point of Order, Hon. Eran Wickramaratne?

®C 96T BPSH DWwmo

(omevsrLyLll@ @)rret eild&lrLordeor)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Speaker, it is unfortunate that you were not in the
Chair on that particular day and I am sure, if you were
there, you would not have allowed it to deteriorate to that
level. We are happy to hear the Hon. Ali Sabry making
the statement he did just now. The issue really is, before
him, the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, another Member of
the Cabinet, spoke as well and he basically used the word
"kotiya". 1 think we should get off this kind of politics as
a House and respect each other. Our politics is not the
politics of the Hon. Rasamanickam. We are making a
wider point here, that the decorum of the House should be
maintained and the Cabinet Ministers should set the
example.

Thank you.

OO BB BB GotsyTFBCBY Gres@nH® Owmo
(omevsrLyLll@ Frevrddslweit TS TesT @)rTEFL Tt iD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, - [Interruption.]

@6 BBeg 0@ 8. @0OTD Owmo
(oreryflg L ssrent LGrbpTS 8. Qsrevalss)
(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to point of Order. [Interruption.]

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Rasamanickam? - [Interruption.]

@0 BBt of@s0s 8. @0cOsm Owmo
(oreryflg L ssrent LGrbpTs 8. Csrevalss)
(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I am on a point of Order.

O ®OIBNIDROB, a8 9v® eretdews’ BEWB
emoemys »®8, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. Just
now he uttered an unparliamentary word. Neither the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition noram 1 a

[Ecremed g 888 9oz o GE.]
[ysalrrFsd; s 1L_swentiviy yaEHMLILIL Blersngy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

It is an unparliamentary word.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuid i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Those unparliamentary words, whoever who used
them, will be expunged. Whoever who used that, it will
be expunged; that kind of words will be expunged.
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oG BB 0@ B, @O Swvmo

(oresryfl@ #LSgrend LIGrbprs £. CBTeveuss)

(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, please do not use that
kind of words. You also used such words. Do not do that.
We let you speak and we have never disturbed you. Why
are you calling us

[Gcosmed g 888 9O o ]
[y galrnaers s 1 sweriiuy ysmmLLL (Bereng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Please, Hon. Member, let us stop this now.

@G 38 eg®cies Owmo

(oressryflg sedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DONEDROB, ©® BDed "Po »D" BwEB. gt
DO BDDI®,

[Eresmed g 888 9o mom 3E.]
[y SE T s 1_swemiiLig ysMmLILIL (Berends]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

¢® olery Yoosed omd8e. [hds HEO] @i
B8B00e 0®m? [Avids HEO] O® V0 erwedd E»
BOed. @8 BHDed Yo »D BB, [@sdds BEO] Yo »Do
BOD® - [&hidsr HEO]

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That is enough, Hon. Leader of the Opposition. Let us
stop this.

Hon. Rasamanickam, have you got anything to say?

@0 BBeg 0@ 8. @ROTD Owmo
(oressryfl@ #Lsgrend LNGrbprs &. Csreveuss)
(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)
OB O BwsIs deso.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Let us stop that, please.
[Interruption.] Let us stop that.

Let us stop that.-

O BB BB GotsyTBCHY Goes@odnm® Dwmo
(orevor @ FreTdhalweT TGS T6sT @)r T Tessdhe L)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Hon. Speaker, just give me a minute.

Sir, I raised a Privilege issue regarding a derogatory
comment made by the Hon. Minister and I appreciate the
fact that he has apologized and withdrawn that comment.
So, I would like to thank the Hon. Minister for that.

At the same time, Sir, the Hon. Minster said a few
more things and I would like to clarify just two things; I
am not making it a debate.

Sir, in 2015, I contested under the SLFP - that is no
secret - and that politics was not the kind of politics
which suited me.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

That issue is over now.

B BB BB GotsyTFBCBY Gres@r T H® Owmo
(omevsrLLll@ Frewrddslwest TreaLSH TesT @) TEFL TRt LD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Give me a minute. I will wind up, Sir.

OO DIIBNWBDH O
(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Right.

B BB BB GrtsyTFBCBY Gres@r T H® Owmo

(omevsrLLOl@ Frewrddslwest TTeyLSEH TesT @) TEFL TS LD)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I realized what was happening within the SLFP at that
time was not suitable for my people. So, I decided to
leave that Party.

OO DOIBNBDHR o
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you very much.

O BB B5T CresyyTBOsT Gres@rnm® Owmo
(orerLll@ FrawTdalweT rTeysSlreT &)rrewreanidsib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Give me a minute, Sir.

Hon. Minister, in 2015, the SLFP did not win a single
seat in Batticaloa and therefore, the votes were not
counted. You said I got only 3,000 votes. I do not know
where you got the figure from. Those votes were not even
counted. Sir, I stand by the people who elected me. The
Hon. Minister said that I have given a single proposal. We
have been proposing to devolve power for 75 years. We
have proposed so many solutions for the issue of the
missing people. But, when the victimized community
does not accept the solutions proposed by the
Government -

@G BBeg (490086) 8 0f@LwsIm Swmo
(oreryflg FLssrent (svTBld) Hdsd LNGrwgwHs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
GO DDNIBNBDBOB, -

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(oredTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®O07 e3%5NBHBR 0.

@6 BBeg (390280) 638E ef@swsin Swmo

(orenryflg FLssrent (svTBld) Hdsd LG wHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OG0 DOINEDROA, O ®n oD w@sies’ S0
P85 edme § mdwmer. ¢ 0® ©Iedd e® Widenw
0@ Vewsy o0 ONFOGE gcwd qEded®?, On
208800 BwBes, "l am an elected Member" Bweo. &
ne aBs® amdews Bwedmd, that you are a
nominated Member. god @ed@n® DudEd%ed v Swd
@ed Jod 8Eed@xin ©BOswmwme 196 ecoms v W
OBI»H, e ©O08sY. 29 ecomd v WOmDo, SHBw
Ci88nedsy. w8, ©SEed®sin ®xIFOjews ®Swd
OO #BEE 2HN® ¢ToN®, "e® ®sIFOswe elected
Member, ©® ®x3805wo nominated Member" Bweo
BesIm I 53z J modewme »OB 80 0® gdedhede
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1988 WO ¢y Ay Hood. O Bnny SBwWO wHIrwWD
90w60 ®od DoROs JHE.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©@9c8. ©20e® FHAAE. 88 €m0 Bwdn ®OYnH gdd®»
»0g.

s emYduny 8En 530
Forliféasiul L FI L epeomigher
BILLS PRESENTED

8o 8e0id v emYOunm
2aT 16D 6TEHITLIL| FL L eLpsvLD
ANTI-CORRUPTION BILL

"cuenwd D008 wy OB LI Daewsy BEwS wd®@nws,
y8B wy yaLn» s80wxs’ BEac dfer Bsted w®gBed Bddm
B880>) DO BBO wewn ¢; OFDO ) OO YRDEO @dE
3CCY, e wy D08 BEAG 0ddcrn 0w ga@n D108 grndiehe @Y
Bobame BB, wy OO w8y N CHO YRORD g€ &G CH, (v
08 ww gofnm D108 wewo »E DTV B BIVO ww mE) 510800
08 eBesy WD BHYD wewe BRBMND W C1EdY Bhes ¢;
coven B OEBOO yOSL®® eVE BDO WEW ¢ BTMBY D@CHO
0027 BBO wewr VBB YO BBO wH OVLEZIZND &B6 O
PO gug 08 wew ¢; (26 O admdw §) eCcs smm, 1994 gom
19 ¢o» aGce ovd guen 0ddern B08an ©mBssy wwId vHD WY
BB Goess 0wed 1975 gom 1 ¢ DFBO e OO yonn B
emn 830853 B3O ww & ¥ WO ewd AW GBB-Gm DS Tao
¢ BB wC1E¥DO B ¢ § vovs emYOunR."

EEoxlo» edod ¢lmoems, d2I0000 200Gz @
1R ® OrOeIr Hhesoedmoes @@rms Oy (Fo028w) Sesesgoes
eseszte Pwmo SE25.

2023 @8 1192 Qeedesdzies o¢dz OO0 Bwdw gpwsé ¢,
i Geehs DE Gl ¢ FoE Frofim ¢dWEE®m 0 360
©O» @wI8 ME GRB8 ¢ HBowlw wom» &

B, AdDIFTOVET  YUVHET  LMIYLD YT FUIVDLOLIL]
LOmYFTEPIOLIL] YDIOFFIT LOTSRTLILING (BSVTBIS]) EUIGTEN JTEILIFS
YU HMITED FLOF LIS LI L T

2023 Gw 11, allwmpsslpsow Qe apsnm ogLfl i
GouswrHelwsorsyrd  yFH i GoussrHolwsrsy) 2 mus  HlswmFmri
GUWNSS  YPILIGESLIIL.  CeusndT(H6losrTeyLd

S 1_ewemull_ i1 gj.

GpLmisnas

Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms;

to be read a Second time upon Thursday, 11th May, 2023 and to be
printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.

DOYyeE @wbIessN

Apiyfewwis NIGTyenewraeir
PRIVILEGE MOTIONS

2023.01.11 @2 "@om08x" e 2023.01.12 82
"PDIO" Dobmo
2023.01. 11y Slasglw "svmisrdu" whHmiib
2023.01.129y10 glasglw "weurilin" opldben s

"LANKADEEPA" REPORT OF 11.01.2023 AND "MAWBIMA"
REPORT OF 12.01.2023

@G BBk (490086) 138E 0f@LwsImn Svmo

(oreiryfl@ FL L SgTent (sevrBls)) &fsv LNCToMWbHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

O DOIBNBDROB, @ sHD BEHsT ewIBEND §e3usy
DO,
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"508Be®xn OE oo ady serls Owme S8
»@sied Ooywe WS @B 00 2023 “»8 17 e»
28Eed®Ined € O mO® ¢ WO, H8EeOHEDd HHdS
Bewdn 118 8 8880z ym0D @das DO ww Dywe 8EAe
OO ¥ W8 WE @) @."

s E®eszd 8, estr es®8» Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GIsmeramLiLiL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

esed®Bm O3 ed vmy emgdus
St 2 Ml FL_L_eLpsvmiger
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS

08w 9261 WBedestned §8wDowRmd
BB 8em® (e30ermm BB@®) sy

emYPum
QpFFriw L@w anmrilevul HGsu
S flweumbiagremISTT WTanl) eTmLd
(19 mEMTEHH6V) FL_L_CLPEVLD
DOCTOR REVEREND HARISPATTUWE

ARIYAWANGSHALANKARA THERO FOUNDATION
(INCORPORATION) BILL

®0; BBt of@s0s 8. @0cOdsm Owmo

(orerflg #Lssrent! LGrbBTS £. CsTevauss)

(The Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney-at-Law)

OO WOIBNBDHROB, @ vHB BEHsT BB emIYOBH
92Bus ®OBIO0:

“goo8w yus WBLELTHED @8wDomEmS ©Bd wem®
o on BIO wews § ums emPPun 9lun BELO ¢dws

g gne.”

@G (0088) gebnsy e¢BBSw dvmo
(orerflg (Cueir) saiagear CpeflLiligw)
(The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya)

883y IS0 mom G&.

2 CLom Bl
Seconded.

gama S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.

s ewQ@sm 30 ¢mmpEd 8€8§O» O Hwdxm @ErY, dw
Beww B8O Hewlw wom G&.

D989 2988 es¢ewa 52(6) 020 9200 Bewiww wdes smns
ewO®sm Gwmesrd, gro8m o toedmaien IGy F@IDLHEs
00 8O0 &

e Bl HLILIL (B), eTHmIS CIBTeTemLILIL L g).

B)s6oTLIng., FL L CpsviD (pSeTapswm LI 1111”5, YFAL_ LI &
L1 ewemull_ L1 .

FL L cpsvh Blswevssst L swer Blov. S2(6)@)siriiy 1gsFrFer, FLow
WOILD  FTFTT  YQUVH — YDWIF GGG —Ylbems  GIFUIwIL
LIG)SDBTEHSF FTL L 111 1.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs for report.

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWST Sjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

0 sned Bvws g 1, Sod Emed mE DB ¢
BDacw 51O @0®W BBO, G BWVIZNBDHH .
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& om0 e3¢ LbrmsBIHS R

8o@ceF (IMF) 8esB8en ¢08eE
80 ® (EFF) wden § wime®
BotOm BIO: @wdsrn w®Onmw
B)evBIEnHHEHTET FieuGDHTF HT 6w

plFwgglesr (IMF) B1gdasiiul L s
suggluilest (EFF) £pmest syhuim_iq emevt

9| (LpsVLI(HDHHISH6V: & TLOTESTLD
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ARRANGEMENT
UNDER THE EXTENDED FUND FACILITY (EFF) OF
THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF)
FOR SRI LANKA: RESOLUTION

& DA» @¢ SOi¢ws »OcoOn OOy e Hewlww
28O RE.

80 gge gama - [2023 el 26]

REBINUSHLILIL L UTSLD LF6nS GBI BIGSMBTE L 1606
UTHISGHLILIL L G).

s L aflsrr - [ 2023 syoilysv 26]

Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question -
[26th April, 2023]

"g®@ms OHOE wBmo gom 23/0727/604/058-1 wewo §
2023 @ed@ 17 2onB q@wm»s Leddced Bowmwd amd, &
Comned @83mw6 ®IDO yoBww CR B wewo wy
DEn@m wY @sNen s80OBGIDD yewddmdw O Bows
88 DEADBE wewy, § Comn SBw @y HesIHo Es
208ee and 9g® SDR 3Bw» 2.286 » (g1.9.8.080. 3Bw»
3.0 = 20em) @ 48 » DdBE® @0YeE svEme® wHHO,
2023 @81 22 8 wmen mOD C¢ 00, OO wE® Hwin®m
BBO wewo gdas BuE® an®@Be, §ec, 388m @ moem wy
SBm BB @@imseRwrd CEs @gn B 08
28EBed®rInD ewddsn w®®n S 83B." - [¢ni@ims eww Coess
sBmem, @dedn »mOwR, ©ET W W Bew BED
2@ 005)eDsY OO (2908w) BBE ey®LwsIm Ownmn]

"23/0727/604/058-1g4,0  @)evda
aflepeprusggmarer 2023 eriigev 179 HsHw Sjewiod
Fremeus Siwrarssler Lrsmrrn, @evbiensls QUTmersry

| EMLOFFTEM6U

B gasrear aillpreurar BlenewTHNHESweT Ie»L_susbmh
SHTHOYLD HBHWTH OBTLTHG (B)eVBINS  LDHS EHbELD
THTHETVF FhHSUlSTTHEHEGHD BHEVT LIWGGL Blewev
Qumis@ QuUITHTTSTT eueTTFHAsHI HHL_USDEHTHELD
SDR 2.286 wlsveQweyi ot (somi 3.0 Lsvedlwesr g9..9.
QLTevissT) GevBienasssTs 48 T Srev B igdhaliul L
B eusslQurearhnsrss  (EFF)  #ieuGss  mrewrw
Bwsa st (IMF) @levdiens rersisgglermsd Gumh
2023 wrig 2290 FaHwetyy
Fwiflésiul L giwrest @)bs

Q& meariiLi’ L g,
LIT T @HLDEST M & 16V
TOUTL 1gemesT  PVLBSSHIUSDGS CoHemeuliLBdleTn
FHV  YBISHTIW  BFl, Curmerrtsry 2 miFliumr@p
wHmid CaAw ClHTATDEHBET WWFFSHG UPBISLILIL
Gouair(HO@wer @) LILITTEHLOGSTDLD
[Wrsw IEWFFHLD QUITE) Bl(HeUTSH, 2 _6THITL_L_6VIaI6VS6T,
LD T & T6WsT LoMHm)id
LOTQTeUT FTTUTs WrenT i@ FL L ssrent] (H0THH) Fdlsv
UIGrigguifss)

Frwrefllsgors” -

FEMLISET 2 greshrmld  BewFFm

“As per the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of 17™ April
2023 for the Cabinet Paper No.23/0727/604/058-1 resolves, that
the arrangement entered into with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) by the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) for the 48
month Extended Fund Facility (EFF) for Sri Lanka with an
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[0 mGaznwm@H)

amount of SDR 2.286 billion (about USD 3.0 billion) to secure a
speedy transition to economic recovery, followed by sustainable
economic growth, which would benefit the people of Sri Lanka
and future generations, and which was tabled in Parliament on
22" March 2023, the Ministry of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies be granted all requisite
approval to implement this arrangement.” - [The Hon. (Dr. Susil
Premajayantha on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of
Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government]

s & 6501880 o GE.
soTIT LESHTBHILD TGS MIDLILILIL L F.
Question again proposed.

B0 QIBNBHD S

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
(Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya to the Chair?

@0 emernEas SPYWNER @m0

(omevsryLil@ GG ameslw mibLdGleuss)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Sir, 1 propose that the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini
Amarasuriya do now take the Chair.

g S8z 8, eeo e3@@» Ses.
aflsarr Bl HLILIL (B STDmys GCls eI L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

IO T DN resmewssy 9o Hewsy, oo
0828 @088 @@ §@iesz190:6) Sas.

YSOTLIDS, OTHTLILNSG  FUMBTUWST  YUTHT — YSBTTFI
Bloflssry ysevCsy, wirsriyfle (evrpls)) (Grsval]) smimlaf] oywr@silu
YU BT HEWEVHLD 6UBIGE TN B6NT.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
(DR.) (MS.) HARINI AMARASURIYA took the Chair.

[e3.200. 10.58]

@6 BBt (390:80) y8E eyg®@Bwsin Owmo (gdsisnm

3®ms 8Y B58BedsIned 8wImIemn©)

(oreryflg FLLgsrent (serpld)) sd NCrwmwps -

HeVall HEWLOFF(HLD LITTTEHLOSTHIF FeHLI (L6 (hLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)

G058 ©O OBIERBwWB, § oD ©ew BomssInd
g1 ao®ceC BuBcem ad@eE vvyu®m® woor § wimy®
BwoodOm BIO wewo § ewidzn w@dne 8E¢d Sod
Emed gody WO ¢ BDicw g mOLOIS 8 Dedmo.
090 8e8D0eDd nOG, 0O BEAc $ri¢ DOBO v OFedrIess.
©® B8D¢wd Wt WMOBTEBY LpsIHS YE» §oQc BB
2023 Dwed ©@bn @wed B mdm c¢ IMF Country
Reports No. 23/116. @®» wdexsf Executive - Bdowm -
Summary dew moien 52 ¢ Beadmdo.

e®s¥» ©® "Sri Lanka: Request for an Extended
Arrangement Under the Extended Fund Facility - Press
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Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(orenTLll@ SemeVemLSTHIGL 2 ML Sjeuidsr)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Govindan Karunakaram. You have 13
minutes.

OO @3Tne Dedés Dvm
(omevstLyifl@ Crmamesst LiswrLTy)
(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Yes, Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Govindan Karunakaram, please commence your
speech.

@ @03 B5Y¢sT WO IO Dm0
(orenrfl@ Carallbsesr &menTrarid)
(The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram)
My time starts from now, is it not?

OO YR30 OIE S

(LomessTL 0@ SEDEVHLOGTHRIGLD 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uT&H6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram)
Madam, I am finishing up in a minute.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.)) G.L. Peiris. You have seven
minutes.
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Thank you, Madam Chair.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage - State Minister of

Tourism)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you very much for the
opportunity given to speak on this very important issue.
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Right now, the country is in a crisis, due to which we
have approached the IMF and have got the green light to
go ahead with the IMF Agreement, bringing about some
trust among the international community about Sri Lanka,
where they could come in and make investments back
again. So, this is only a green light and I would say that
going to the IMF for the 17" time would not bring about
any good for this country if we do not have discipline.
We are trying to get back to the normal situation, where
Sri Lanka was before. The earlier system has not worked
for Sri Lanka. What has happened is, the earlier system is
not working anymore and it is not going to work either.
So, we cannot get back to normal with that as a country
or as a nation which has declared bankruptcy and we will
have to do something better. Had we got back to normal
under that system, we would not have learnt the lesson
this country has learnt today. Even though we had been to
the IMF 16 times before, we had not learnt a lesson
earlier. Hence, we had to go to it for the 17™ time. So, let
us make this right and not look forward to going back to
the IMF for the 18" time. I would like to say that we will
make through this storm because, so far, President Ranil
Wickremesinghe has worked tirelessly with the
international community to bring about this change in the
country. However, if we would not make through this
storm, but we will, it would be because we have not
gathered more knowledge from what happened, achieved
a new skill and have been lacking discipline, which is
something that Sri Lanka needs today. New national
policies, economic policies and discipline are the only
way for this country to go forward and also we must
work tirelessly in the next few years to make this a
developed country for the next generation.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara- Minister of Labour and

Foreign Employment)

Madam, I propose that the Hon. S.M.M. Muszhaaraff
do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. (DR.) (MS.) HARINI AMARASURIYA left
the Chair and THE HON. S.M.M. MUSZHAARAFF took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)

Oew® Hoed emewnI®e, YRowrNndid O OBIEHOA?
®0 B98 9 Bedmdr BDD 03, OO B8 9 Sod
. P3BO ACE BesIB), §Row0Ge) ©O OIEnOAB.
e0m, @0 H® 0O 0» ¢wr. P WICW NEB
D). ©0 J298 10 0053 »IE BeamDr B, D
WOBIBY G0® Br»d 68 Bedsiest Bwmn. gy 8508 95
Beamdr RO @53,

OO o306 OBIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLGTHIGD 2 ILINeT Sj6uiTssir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

You started at 1.01 p.m. and you will have to finish at
1.10 p.m. So, you have another two minutes.
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(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara. You have 13
minutes.
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(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara- Minister of Labour and

Foreign Employment)
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Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa.You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Naseer Ahamed. You have 11 minutes.

[1.56 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed - Minister of Environment)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you for the
opportunity given to me to speak at this historically
important Debate.

The long-awaited assistance from the International
Monetary Fund, often described as a bailout, was
announced on 20™ March, 2023 in Washington, D.C. The
48-month Extended Fund Facility will include
approximately US Dollars 3 billion, out of which the first
tranche of US Dollars 333 million has already been
received.
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At the very outset, I want to pay a glowing tribute to
the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe, who is also the
Minister of Finance, for Sri Lanka’s success in winning
the long-awaited IMF Fund Facility. He steered the loan
negotiation process strategically, patiently and in a
focused manner like a master sailor navigating through
the stormy seas and safely reaching the shore. Only a
seasoned, strategically visionary leader in the caliber of
the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe could achieve
such an outcome and therefore, a larger part of the credit
of winning the IMF deal should go to the Hon. President.

I stated in Parliament on a previous occasion, too, that
the IMF deal has been an exceptionally hard task for Sri
Lanka, given the magnitude of the crisis. We have faced
an unprecedented delay and have been waiting for about
187 days to finalize the bailout after reaching the Staff-
level deal with the IMF. That is, compared to the median
of 55 days it took for the low and middle-income
countries over the past decade to go from a preliminary
deal to a Board sign-off. This situation created a lot of
doubts and negative sentiments whether Sri Lanka would
ever get through the IMF deal. On the other hand, various
opposition parties, individually and collectively, created
an environment of mass-scale agitation and unrest by
getting the general public out on the streets to show the
world why Sri Lanka should not be given the IMF loan.
In the midst of all these challenges, steering the IMF
discussions to reach a successful conclusion demanded
much of the political wisdom, grit and acumen, which
only the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe could
give.

Sir, it is true that the EFF of US Dollars 3 billion over
the next four years would not by itself boost the external
finances much. However, it would enhance international
confidence in the country and enable the adoption of more
flexible exchange rate policies which could boost exports
and increase capital inflows and inward remittances. In
fact, the IMF arrangement is expected to unlock a further
US Dollars 7 billion of multilateral and bilateral
assistance. Multilateral agencies such as the World Bank
and the Asian Development Bank are likely to finance
development projects. They are likely to begin
development projects; some of the halted multilateral and
bilateral projects, too, are likely to resume.

On the other hand, due to the improved investor
confidence and tourist perception created by the IMF
Fund Facility, there has been an improvement in the
country’s external finances in the first two months of this
year. A balance of payments surplus of about US Dollars
2.5 billion is expected owing to the higher remittances of
about US Dollars 5 billion and the US Dollars 3 to 4
billion earnings from tourism. Those two sources of
external finances could bring about US Dollars 7 to 8
billion this year and generate a balance of payments
surplus of about US Dollars 2.5 billion. Therefore, the
significance of the IMF EFF should be looked at in the
larger context of this "ripple effect", that it could
potentially bring the Sri Lankan economy back on course.

Sir, now that Sri Lanka has won the IMF bailout
package, I believe it is only now that we are entering the
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most challenging phase of the country’s economic
recovery process. The success of the IMF programme
depends on whether the country would follow pragmatic
economic policies and prudent economic management,
eliminate corruption, undertake economic reforms and
properly utilize the funds. These are difficult challenges,
given the country’s political culture and social setting.
We need to view this as an opportunity to break with past
unsustainable policies and follow a path of economic
discipline to stabilize the economy and achieve economic
development despite the fact that the country’s political
culture is ideologically against IMF involvement and
reforms. This is where I want to ask those opposing the
IMF programme to tell us what the next viable alternative
is.

Several vociferous Opposition parties which have a
few seats in Parliament are ideologically anti-IMF. They
consider the multilateral agency, of which Sri Lanka has
been a member for seven decades, as an agent of the
capitalist West that undermines developing countries.
They also view the IMF facility and reforms as a step
towards further indebtedness and dependence on the
West. This perception is also held by a large proportion
of people who do not have an understanding of
economics. In contrast, many economists emphasize on
the need to follow the reform programme.

Sir, the road to economic growth and development is
long and difficult; tough decisions and hard times are
ahead. The questions we all, as Legislators, must ask
ourselves are, could we make this IMF arrangement a
turning point in the country’s economic development?
and will the country make this a tipping point in the
nation’s economic history to revive the economy or fritter
away the opportunity for economic growth due to the
political motives of some party leaders? In this regard, I
would like to refer to an analytical report published by
Nikkei Asia, a leading media organization on market
behaviour related to Sri Lanka’s IMF loan. It has been
revealed in that report that since Sri Lanka has
maintained a poor record with IMF loans and has
completed only nine of the previous 16 programmes and
interrupted seven in the middle, this time, the loan was
given on extremely strict conditions and with continuous
monitoring. Therefore, if Sri Lanka loses this
opportunity, there would not be a chance for the 17"
application to the IMF. Therefore, as a responsible son of
Mother Sri Lanka, I humbly appeal to all my fellow
Parliamentarians, let us forge a strong political
commitment and a broader political consensus that are
needed to effectively implement the required economic
reforms and explore the possibility for, at least, the two
main political parties to come to a consensus as happened
in India when they adopted an IMF Structural Adjustment
Programme in 1991.

In conclusion, I must reiterate that the current spate of
strikes, political protests, social unrest and discontent are
not conducive to the functioning of the economy and for
the upsurge in economic activity. Political stability and
law and order are vital to achieving economic growth.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, your time is over. Please wind up.

oG DHBE O Bwmo

(oreryfl@ pedi HamoL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Sir, please give me one more minute.

Sri Lanka had lost two great turning points in the
recent history. The first turning point was the opportunity
created in the aftermath of the tsunami disaster in 2004.
The second turning point was the opportunity created
with the conclusion of the separatist war in 2009. Now,
we are at the third turning point in 2023, where we are
trying to recover from the worst economic crisis in the
post-independent Sri Lanka. Let us not slip away this
turning point. Therefore, let us go through this painful and
challenging reform process together for the sake of our
children and future generations. Let us all strengthen the
hands of President Ranil Wickremesinghe at this crucial
juncture in the history of our country to take the nation
swiftly out of this multifaceted crisis.

Thank you.

OO o306 OTE®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILLNeTT Sj6uTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have eight
minutes.

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon
Harshana Rajakaruna to the Chair?

@G HBE gvOd Owmo

(omevoryLll@ BerSiT H@mioL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

I propose that the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do now
take the Chair.

g S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr Bl H LI (B) eTmmys GClsmersmLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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YU BT HEWMEVHLD 6UBISE TN B6NT.

Whereupon THE HON. SM.M. MUSZHAARAFF left the Chair, and
THE HON. HARSHANA RAJAKARUNA took the Chair.
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )
(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0 CBEOsY BBNCEE O535n®o.

oG BB LS BBaFE ©wmo

(oressTyfl@ FLU L SgTemtl suFagLosst &liflsTsLsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

©01 Boewdss DONGHROA, @ud ©B¥Ied WED
BBz e WS 0¥ yodxIe? Hon. Shehan Semasinghe,
will you all agree to an extension of one hour?

OO @RHI5T ©e3©Bow DwHmo
(orenrfl@ QFanrer CFwdlbias)
(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
Yes.

oG BB cBE0sT BBaFE Dwmo
(wrewr @ FLULSgremt] svgagLoeT HliflsTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
It is agreed, Sir. Thank you.

@G D2gg@ gD BTN IS DWW

(omevsr i@ eurTaHGoHeu HTERwTTWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, we have an
2Deadm 88y Beadmd Bac, -

issue.

®0; @@¥IsT @O Svmo

(orenrflg QFanrer CFwdlbis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

O® ©d; Diggedd HNEWC BR®RY  eBewde
WO dBies’ ¥y On®ed om0 ©° gBewd®
WO wsies’ Y O9&ed essddNOed OO gfewd®
WO BB BN VB, O B»BHDY @O O® @®
table 6z Bed» MoU o oF6® oxfesy snnd, o® ne
aoq - [@in HE8@zf] Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, I do not
want to run you down. I have been in the same Government
with you. Please refer to that document. I am sure your
eyesight is not that weak.

®C D2gg@ gD BN NS DWW
(omevsr i@ euraHGoHeu HTewTTWSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
What about the MoU?

OO @RI ©ed©Bow Dwmo

(orenrflg QFanmer GFwdlsis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

The MoU is attached there. Please refer to it.

The thing is this: you have a personal issue with the
IMF. So, I cannot sort that out; I cannot give an answer to
that. Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, could you please refer
to page Nos. 84 and 85 of the IMF Report? You will get
all the details there. Once you refer to page Nos. 84 and
85, you will realize it.

O Drgg@ gD BN NS OWm
(orenTll@ eursGseu BrenTTWESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

I have gone through it.

B35 @®HI5T ©e3@Bow DWmH

(oressryfl@ QFaprsr CFdlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

No, you have not. If you have gone through it, you
would not have asked me about it. I am sure, you have
misled the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella also. The Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella knows better because during their
Governments, IMF programmes were implemented. You
have misled him also. I am very sorry, but please refer to
the pages I mentioned. I am sure you are knowledgeable
enough to understand it. I am also sorry for talking to you
like this.

©C DoggedO B0BNWI TS OWm
(orevrLfl@ eursGpeu HTewTTIWSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

It is yet to come; it would not come.

®0 Berdss OrBNGEHDO)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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O DoggedD 0BNBE NS OW

(orerfl@ suraGseu BremTTLESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

e®on’ Beadsiesy, structural adjustments. What are the
structural adjustments? - [Interruption.] No, you have not
said that; you have not given the undertaking. I insist that
there is a further document; I insist that. We will wait and
see. - [Interruption.] You are hiding something.

®O @@WI5T @SB Dwmo
(omevsr i@ CFanmer CFwdlnis)
(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
No, there is nothing to hide.

O DoggedD BN 2GS OWd
(orer Ll @ sursGseu BrenTTLESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Of course, you are hiding something.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oreirflg LWrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we are taking part in the Debate
discussing the Agreement with the IMF. Sir, you would
be aware that ever since the country started facing this
economic crisis and in fact, even before it became the
crisis it is today, practically all Members of the
Opposition, except for the NPP, were of the view that the
Government should start negotiating with the IMF. That
position was echoed by our party as well. When former
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa was still in office, our

position, as a joint Opposition, had been that the
Government should start seriously considering going to
the IMF and taking steps before the situation spirals out
of control and that if we were to go to the IMF at a time
when the country was defaulting, then the consequences
would be far worse. It was the Government, except for
the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe who was, at that time,
seated in the Opposition, and all those Members who are
seated in Government benches today who supported the
previous President in not going to the IMF.

So, when the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe became
President, one would have thought that it would be a
natural thing for him to, in fact, galvanize the support he
would need since he decided to go to the IMF and if that
was the case, again the natural thing would have been to
take the Opposition into confidence at every level to
genuinely try and build a bipartisan approach. And in
doing so, first, if the Government today thinks that the
Opposition is playing politics in opposing or in criticizing
the Agreement with the IMF, well, that could have been
pre-empted. Secondly, there could be no doubt that the
public opinion would also be that the best effort was
made, the strongest effort in trying to bargain and
negotiate was made. Instead, we had nothing of that sort.
Despite the Members of the Opposition repeatedly asking
the Government to table the Staff-level Agreement which
was agreed upon quite some time earlier, the Government
refused to do that and kept it a secret till the very end and
now, once the Agreement has been finalized, is seeking
Parliamentary approval; they are doing it in a way by
threatening and saying that if the Opposition does not
back it, it will weaken the hand of the Government and as
a result, it will not gain any confidence internationally for
bilateral and multilateral donors to help Sri Lanka
recover. So, that is the basic argument, Sir.

As far as the Tamil people are concerned, our view
has not been a secret. We have stated, once again across
party lines, on numerous occasions that Sri Lanka’s
economic crisis is not something that started yesterday or
the day before, but it is something that was about to
happen for quite some time. Quite apart from
mismanagement and corruption which have contributed
greatly, one of the main reasons why Sri Lanka is in debt
and had, in fact, laid the foundation for the type of debt
was the ethnic conflict. Sir, a country spending double
the amount of monies allocated both for health and
education by its annual Budget on defence means that
there is something radically wrong and the reason why
that is happening is because you are at war with your own
people. If you consider the Tamils part of Sri Lanka,
well, you are at war with your own people. So, you
consider your own people enemies and for as long as you
do that, you would naturally have to take the sort of steps
you are taking, allocating almost double, actually more
than double the amount allocated both for health and
education together on defence by your annual Budget.

So, our view has always been that if Sri Lanka is to
genuinely take a turn for a new beginning, the ethnic
conflict has to be resolved. Without doing so, you are
going to, again only temporarily, try and recover to some
extent, but the burdens will continue and the sort of
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potential that Sri Lanka is capable of achieving will never
be achieved. We have, in fact, been taking up that
position with the multilaterals and bilaterals in our own
negotiations and talks with them. We have repeatedly told
both those countries and other institutions that whilst they
would be looking, in some way, to help Sri Lanka out of
this mess, they must insist that Sri Lanka makes changes
to what has led to its failure and that by not doing so, that
recovery would not be sustainable.

Sir, going by the documents that have been tabled,
clearly none of our expectations have been included.
Maybe, the IMF Agreement is not something where the
ethnic conflict should be referred to and in fact, there is a
possibility that instead of including it in the Agreement,
the Government has, in some way, been told that those
efforts must be made because it is not a coincidence, I
think, that President Ranil Wickremesinghe, quite soon
after becoming the President, called for an All Party
Conference to discuss and negotiate a final settlement to
the ethnic conflict. So, clearly there must have been some
linkages with that call and negotiations with the IMF.

But, if we are to assume that that was the reason why
he called for those All Party Conferences, then one must
also try and understand why, before those talks could
reach its conclusion, he started announcing that it was the
implementation of the so-called Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution, some document which was signed in
1987 and which has been rejected by the Tamil people
consistently as not being even a starting point to
negotiations, that he expected to come out of those
negotiations. You call for talks, talks are “ongoing” and
whilst those talks are ongoing, there is an announcement
to say that it would be the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution! So, as far as the Tamil people are
concerned, Sir, no matter from which angle you look at it,
no matter from which way you look at it, that process has
been an abject failure, it has been a let down at every turn.

And instead on the ground, what we face is an
accelerated Sinhalization project that is going on in the
North and the East, where ancient Tamil worship sites
and ancient Tamil sites which mark our identity in those
areas are being destroyed. It is being done in a clandestine
way as part of Government policy with the help of
Government departments like the Department of
Archaeology, the Forest Department and the Department
of Buddhist Affairs; it is being done as part and parcel of
Government policy. Court orders that had been obtained
against these anti-Tamil, racist actions have been violated
and it is the military and the police that is being used to
violate those. So, what is the alternative for the Tamil
people? We have been battered by war; for over 30 years,
there was an economic blockade in the North-East; we are
poorer than the rest of the country by at least 30 years and
for the last 14 years since the end of the war, no
government or whichever party that came to government
did anything to try and protect the vulnerability of those
people’s economy. When we pleaded saying, "At least
now, you have to change and reform because you have hit
rock bottom. Look at the past 75 years of failure in ethnic
relations and change that since that has been the
foundation for this country’s lack of development and
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failure", despite our saying all of that, that is being totally
ignored.

Today, I am a Member of the Sectoral Oversight
Committee which reviews the actions of some of these
departments, one of which is the OMP. The Government
brandishes the OMP - the Office on Missing Persons - as
a great success story to the international community on
the question of reconciliation and transitional justice. The
OMP, something that the Government wants to sell to the
international community, has a cadre of 250 and we were
told that only 28 have been filled! So, this is the way you
do things. Everything as far as ethnic relations are
concerned is a box-ticking exercise and nothing more and
it is for those reasons, Sir, that our party has chosen to
oppose this Resolution.

Thank you.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Friday, 28th April, 2023.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.43 p.m. until 9.30
a.m. on Friday, 28th April, 2023, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 04th April, 2023.
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