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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the extent of land in which maize was
cultivated in Sri Lanka in 2019;

(ii)) the extent of land in which maize was
cultivated in the 2020/2021 Maha Season;

(iii) the volume of local maize seeds and
imported maize seeds used to cultivate that
season, separately; and

(iv)  the price of a kilogram of local maize seeds
and imported maize seeds, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the volume of seeds required to cultivate
maize in an extent of one acre; and

(if)  the cost incurred on such seed?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Labour and Foreign

Employment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of Sri Lankan women who
migrate as housemaids annually, based on
each district separately;

(i) whether service contracts are signed when
they thus migrate;

(iit) if so, the wvalidity period of the said
contracts; and

(iv) whether any follow-up is done by the Sri
Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment in
relation to aforementioned housemaids and
their families?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Annexes tabled:

Annex 1
Registrations for Foreign Employment in 2020

Through All Sources

By Manpower Level - Housemaid & Sector - Domestic

District No. of Registrations
KURUNEGALA 1943
KANDY 1451
COLOMBO 1382
GAMPAHA 1346
ANURADHAPURA 1334
PUTTALAM 1065
KALUTARA 856
GALLE 753
TRINCOMALEE 635
BATTICALOA 592
KEGALLE 552
RATNAPURA 528
POLONNARUWA 503
BADULLA 474
MATALE 412
AMPARA 374
NUWARA ELIYA 329
HAMBANTOTA 276
MATARA 175
MONARAGALA 150
VAVUNIYA 83
MANNAR 49
JAFFNA 37
MULLAITIVU 16
KILINOCHCHI 7
Total 15322

This report is generated according to the data
available as at 31/12/2020.
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Annex 2

Registrations for Foreign Employment in 2021

Through All Sources

By Manpower Level - Housemaid & Sector - Domestic

208Ee®xInd

Annex 3

Registrations for Foreign Employment in 2022

Period - 01/01/2022 - 30/06/2022

Through All Sources

By Manpower Level - Housemaid & Sector - Domestic

District No of Registrations District No of Registrations
KURUNEGALA 3244 CANDY 93
COLOMBO 3125 KURUNEGALA 3830
KANDY 2741 COLOMBO 3003
GAMPAHA 2533 ANURADHAPURA 2701
ANURADHAPURA 1979 GAMPAHA 2643
PUTTALAM 1732 KALUTARA 2095
KALUTARA 1694 PUTTALAM 1845
GALLE 1485 NUWARA ELIYA 1807
TRINCOMALEE 1405 ASUITR =
BATTICALOA 1364

RATNAPURA 1596
RATNAPURA 1126

GALLE 1595
KEGALLE 1059 BATTICALOA 1426
BADULLA 968 TRINCOMALEE 1397
POLONNARUWA 890 POLONNARUWA 1396
NUWARA ELIYA 887 KEGALLE 1388
MATALE 826 MATALE 1191
SNPARR e AMPARA 885
T - HAMBANTOTA 642
MATARA 447 MATARA 631
MONARAGALA 23 MONRAGALA 387
VAVUNIYA 182 VAVUNIYA 321

MANNAR 153
MANNAR 88
TAFENA 5 JAFFNA 138
KILINOCHCHI 34 KILINOCHCHI 53
MULLATTIVD 5= MULLAITIVU 49
Total 29314 Total 36915

This report is generated according to the data available

This report is generated according to the data available as
as at 01/03/2023.

at 31/12/2021.
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CONSTRUCTION OF SOLAR POWER PARKS: PROGRESS
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(The Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna)
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STITLIEN S 6T @)FFemLid@ lalliimyr?

(2) @er@pev, arsin?

asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether solar power parks have been
installed in Hambantota, Pooneryn,
Siyambalanduwa and Trincomalee so far;

(i) if so, separately, the capacity of electricity
units added to the National Grid from each
of the above-mentioned solar power park in
megawatts;
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(iii)  separately, the construction progress of each
solar power park, if the aforesaid solar
power parks have not been implemented
yet; and

(iv) separately, the date on which the
construction work of each of the
aforementioned solar power park will be
completed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath - State Minister of

Power and Energy)
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EDUCATIONAL REFORMS: DETAILS
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Sjeui @dsepLids@ oyplalimrrT?
@) @srCmed, ersir?
asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a decision has been taken to recruit
only graduates for the teaching profession
in the future;

(i) if so, whether a teacher training will be
provided to the above-mentioned graduates;
and

(iii) whether their English knowledge, sports
and aesthetic skills will be considered when
the said graduates are recruited?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether steps will be taken to amend the
existing syllabi to have a career/profession-
oriented education system;

(i) whether Vocational Education Teachers
will be recruited to provide vocational
education for school children; and

(iii) whether steps will be taken to open a
discussion to seek public opinion on
educational reforms?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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“Petitioners - Graduate Association

Grievance - Petitioners are over 40 years of age and as per the
Gazette Notification published on 27.01.2023, they are not eligible
to apply and sit for the Competitive Examination for the
Recruitment of Graduates in Public Service to Sri Lanka Teachers'
Service 2023.”
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“Relief Sought - The Petitioners inter alia prayed for an interim
order to permit them and other similarly circumstanced members
and Development Officers who were below the age of 45 as of
31.12.2019 to apply and sit for the exam.

Supreme Court Order - The Court refused leave to proceed on
01.03.2023.”
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asked the Minister of Transport and Highways:
(a)  Will he admit that -

@
(i)

(iif)

(iv)

the train services in the upcountry railway
line are constantly disrupted by landslides;

both foreigners and local passengers are
seriously inconvenienced by the delays of
trains as a consequence of the above
condition;

it is not an efficient measure to deploy army
soldiers and railway labourers to renovate
the aforesaid railway tracks; and

the state-of-the-art technology is used by
other countries in the world when this kind
of renovations are done?
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(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1)  whether steps will be taken to manufacture
a backhoe machine to remove soil on
railway tracks, making use of the expertise
of the engineers and technical officers of the
Sri Lanka Railways; and

(i) if so, the measures that have been taken
with regard to this matter?

(¢) Ifnot why?
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in this House and he is protesting and you are remaining
silent. Is this being permitted? With no connection
whatever, the Hon. Member only wanted to ask a
question. Immediately, this Government’s racist face was
just being shown. When a question relating to the Hon.
Member's district is being asked, the Minister
immediately shouts
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Hon. Minister, you just jumped from this side to that
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Sir, this is a very serious issue and I am raising it.
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asked the Minister of Public Security:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of National Identity Cards
issued so far in Sri Lanka;

(i) the number of Electronic Identity Cards
issued out of them;

(iii) whether steps will be taken to issue
Electronic Identity Cards for all citizens of
Sri Lanka; and

(iv) if so, the time period in which the said
process is expected to be completed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I was elected to this Parliament
from the District of Batticaloa with 33,000 votes. Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Hon. Minister of Justice,
Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms - both are in
this House - you all show yourselves as champions of
reconciliation to the world.

Sir, in this House, since 10 o' clock this morning,
various Members have been raising various issues and
asking questions.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs and Hon. Minister of
Justice - both are here - you are telling the world that you
all are the champions of reconciliation. Very recently,
you all concluded a very joyful tour to South Africa to
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study about the TRC. - [Interruption] Hon. Ali Sabry,
you can point your hand towards me and say whatever
you want.

Sir, in this Chamber, since 10.00 a.m., various
Members of this House were allowed to raise their issues
and concerns when their names were not even in the list
of Question for Oral Answers. Representing the North
and the East - I got the highest number of preferential
votes from my party in the Batticaloa District - I have to
point out a very sensitive issue that our people face day-to
-day, which is not even connected to our political
solution. The Provincial Councils are not functioning and
the Governor for the Eastern Province is taking decisions
in terms of transport, which are affecting our people. So,
all T wanted to do was to ask a question from the Hon.
Minister in charge of transport. He has now walked out.
So, there is no point in asking that question here. As soon
as I was on my feet to ask that question, the Deputy
Speaker told me that that is an insensitive issue and also
that only sensitive issues were discussed earlier. For him,
it may not be a sensitive issue because it is concerning the
people of the Batticaloa District. There are 50,000
passengers who use those three ferries and there is an
issue with regard to those, which is the only thing I
wanted to clarify to the Minister concerned and ask
whether he could instruct the Provincial Council to let
those ferries function as normal. As soon as I got up or
was on my feet to say that, the Hon. Deputy Speaker cut
the mike off and I was told to sit down because that was
not a sensitive issue, maybe, for him. If it was something
that happened in Hambantota, maybe, it would be
sensitive for him.

My biggest concern is, a Cabinet Minister, one of your
Colleagues, called me a "terrorist". He called me a
"kotiya"; then he called me a "Jathiwadiya". In this
Parliament, am [ unable able to raise my people’s
concerns when the relevant Minister is here? As soon as I
mentioned about his tour to South Africa, the Hon. Ali
Sabry, Minister of Foreign Affairs made a gesture with
his hand towards me as his reaction. I can show that
gesture you made back to you. But at the time you
made it, the cameras were not on you and people would
not see it. That is how he reacted; as soon as I mentioned
about South Africa, he said, "Tch!" That may be your
position, Hon. Minister, but that is not our position. If
you think my raising my people’s issues in this House is
equivalent to being a terrorist, I will gladly be a

"kotiya". ®d°
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(The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC - Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

Sir, I just want a minute.

We do not call ourselves champions. We are here for
equality; we stand by that. I do not raise issues relating
only to Muslims in Parliament; I raise issues relating to
Sri Lankans. That is how I act. - [Interruption] 1 do not
care for you. I raise issues of Sri Lankans. That is my
priority. My priority is Sri Lanka. This country can be
brought forward only if we speak in one voice as Sri
Lankans. If you talk only about your race, your religion
and your people, we will never reach that.

I do not call myself a champion; you call yourself a
champion. - [Interruption.]

The other matter is, we never go on jolly trips. For
three days, from 7 o’ clock till 9 o’ clock, I had almost 12
meetings. We went there to find solutions to the long-
lasting problems.

You only have one problem. You blast everybody;
you criticize everything. Give me a single solution you
have provided. You are a mark of division. You want to
continue on the same - [Interruption.] In 2010, from
which party did you contest? - [Interruption.] From which
party did you contest? After the war, you were in the
Rajapaksa camp. You lost; you were rejected. After that,
you took up communalism and now you are a
communalist. I endorse what they are saying, you are a
communal politician. But, I am not a communal politician.
- [Interruption.] You lost, man. You contested from the
Rajapaksa camp and lost; you were rejected. After that,
you took up communal politics. You are a

[Scoewmed e 888 9o oz GE.]
[y sBlrrFers s 1_swariiLig ysmmLILIL (BoTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

- [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Gotabaya's lawyer is - [Interruption.]
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, Minister of
Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms;

to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 09th May, 2023 and to be
printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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WITHHOLDING OF ALLOCATIONS MADE FOR LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ELECTION

oG BB cBE0sT BBaFE Dwmo

(omevsrLll@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst sliflsTeLsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I move,

“That the Question of Privilege arising out of the matter raised by
the Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, M.P. on 04" April, 2023
in Parliament to the effect that his Privileges have been infringed, be

referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges in terms of the
provisions of Standing Order 118 of the Parliament.”
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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PROVINCIAL COUNCILS ELECTIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL

@0 98.8. @3B Swmo
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Provincial
Councils Elections Act, No. 2 of 1988.”

0 oDewmE A e¢sim, oo Bewdess
mOosnwemn®A. This Private Members’ Bill is to repeal
the Amendment that was brought in 2017 to that Act.

Since the Prime Minister is also here, I would like to
say that the Select Committee to Identify Appropriate
Reforms of the Election Laws and the Electoral System
and to Recommend Necessary Amendments chaired by
the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena submitted its Report on
the 22™ June, 2022. At page 6 of that Report, the very
first observation is this, I quote:

“The Provincial Council Election which has been stalled for more
than three years negates the democratic rights of the people.”

Also, Recommendation No. 1 (b) says this, I quote:

“As the Committee was in agreement to hold the election under the
Proportional Representation System that existed prior to the
enactment of Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act, No.
17 of 2017, your Committee recommends that suitable legislation
be enacted enabling the Provincial Council Election to be
conducted under the Proportional Representation System, initially,
until legislation is drafted for a mixed election system...”

So, this is a Bill brought in accordance with the
recommendations of the Select Committee chaired by the
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena that I am presenting.
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(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
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5827 355 mo GE.
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils
and Local Government for report.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition, the Hon.
Sajith Premadasa, please.
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The next Speaker is the Hon. Dilan Perera. You have
12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Nimal Lanza. You have 17 minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose  the  Hon. Shanakiyan  Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. SHANAKIYAN RAJAPUTHIRAN

RASAMANICKAM took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Nimal Lanza, you may speak now.
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"We have examined the other provisions of the Bill and are of the
opinion that, subject to the above, none of the provisions in the Bill
are inconsistent with the Constitution."
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran. You
have 16 minutes.
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Sir, I am mentioning this Kurundur Malai issue and
according to the Code of Conduct, I am making a
disclosure that I have an interest in the matter. In that, I
appear for two Members of Parliament and another
former provincial council member in the Supreme Court
in a Fundamental Rights Application - SC (FR)
Application No. 186/2021. That is still pending in court.
Several organizations have made applications for
intervention and as a result, that had got delayed. Now, it
is fixed for support on the 05" of June in the Supreme
Court on top of the list.

While that matter is coming for support on top of the
list in the Supreme Court, I got an invitation from the
Department of Archaeology stating that there is an event
which is to take place at that site on the 19" of May, 2023
at 230 p.m. On the conclusion of excavation and
conservation work, this area is to be bestowed to the
Department of Archaeology. That is an ancient Hindu
shrine which was destroyed by thousands of soldiers - we
have pictures - led by the

[Geoened g 888 9o o GE.]
[y gHlrrFers s 1_swartiug yEmmLILL (Berang]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

who went there, broke the trident that the Hindus
worshipped and threw it into the shrubs. There is a case
pending. When there is a case pending in court, it is a

custom, a tradition, a done thing for the State to hold its
hand. But, what are you doing? You are having a
ceremony and you have the gall to invite me for that
event!

What is this I have here with me? This is the logo of
the Department of Archaeology. The Department of
Archaeology is best understood when one looks at its
logo. So, this is the official logo of the Department of
Archacology. What does it have? It has a dagoba and a
dharmachakra. 1t looks like the logo of the Ministry of
Buddhasasana. Why does the Department of Archaeology
have a logo depicting one religion? That shows what this
Department is protecting and what it is determined to
destroy.

There was another incident. Again, I have to disclose
it because I appeared for that case as a lawyer in the
Vavuniya Magistrate's Court yesterday. In Vedukunari
Malai, several Hindu worshiping idols were destroyed.
The Department of Archaeology initially tried to prevent
worshippers from going there and also two or three years
ago, they filed several cases. All that was resisted and
they could not stop the worshippers. So, “unidentified
persons” in jeeps, wearing shorts, went and destroyed -

©G ©8s3¢ ¢®SSS Dwmo (B8E® ¢@am1n)
(oreiryfl g wadlbs wrefT - HLSHESTIL SjenIFFT)
(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera- Minister of Agriculture)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera?
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What is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Sumanthiran, please continue with your speech.
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Sir, this is a very serious issue. This is why, as I said,
today there is a harfal. It is an action not of non-
cooperation with the Government, but where we will be
forced to declare and defy the law as a civil protest, court
arrest and fill your prisons by thousands of people. We
will not resort to violence, I will assure you that. But, non
-violent means that we will resist. Do not ever think that
we are a people who could be pushed over, who could be
trampled upon. We will not stand that.
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Yes, Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella?

o5 emernEat SPVWNEE @wmo

(revryfl@ Cs6lanedw mibLd6lausvsv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Hon. Member, I think you will have to bring a
Substantive Motion and then discuss this. There is no
point in levelling this allegation when the Minister
concerned is not here. I totally agree that if you have a
grievance, you have all the right to express it. But, it must
be addressed in a certain manner, of which you know
better; I think you should know it better being a lawyer,
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Sumanthiran, please wind up, making your final
comments.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, I am thankful to the two Hon. Ministers for their
interventions, for expressing their concerns as well and
saying that we must discuss it.

All what I am saying is, we have raised this a number
of times in this House with the Minister. The Minister
leads this. Today, it has come to the point of the entire
two provinces being shut down. I am telling you with all
responsibility that we will defy the law next. Therefore,
before it is too late, I am asking the two responsible
Ministers present here today to take this up at the Cabinet
to change your direction. Do not continue in this racist
direction this Government is travelling at the moment.

Thank you.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.12 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 26th April, 2023, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of 04th April, 2023.
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