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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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BRANCH)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of

Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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[At this stage, the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe entered the
Chamber.]

@O0 DONEROB, ©0 BED eFEnd Bwedn
OTEn® wH »OE wONC BFDS, BDDI, BB I d
BB Bwr) moems ¢dfea moenn nOB B8 meSwogd
Boeon) ol Bwu. ES Dedthd Sy B0 OO
O ®OsImy WOBB, D8 ®BBgd @y Heed 2022
S5008 @wed 2D. gfoides Bded Bpen B¢ »Beogd
508 a8 gdws’ weg. vufe genddn Dwed B8 JdeoE
8oeRIDDBE WE. 88 280 BTG HEOIWOER® O
053 B Yemw. & qs0 @D BeBw I eI I8
Peowo. 38 den® NG Poed? dwd oy Bedmd. g8 gz
wme  yBOpwen RBe® DR BEedegm eImd. g8
SIS GEu @08y 9w mO» & mDBHOEE s
Bwo BeayDs, @0 ©red800I00 0w O DD HSWI Sz
BeBAC PHWRCEWO, Cown IBY onE BBOD 6oedHDD ¥
GeTms? @drl ©w®0® e Jved EHMOCO a®H»o
8ed e ooy oy Beco. & 50 ol Bwe® a8 Bu
055 A5y @80 BYHNG Daewsy ¢@nd §eld eisiesy
o & Beo »O8 »yBwe meed gud 8L Jeed, god
Bwc®0 w3E® #w® CA 0BIH YOO My ¢w BBe®
DOedcw BwOm »osTm. In »O8 0® FwFOm WS
Bedsier). Sumeed ©80H0 OFOS Bumd @O ¢usm,
®dn weerddmwe D B8 I OB e sud Sgo
c0eE® god e 83@0, ©E awd 50 ei8EE Bwo.

®® c¢xvesy BN, Eed Bed) eDigwi BwE. @®
O WO®  wOHo; By SeBAC @@BOS.. oo
DOLNGDROB, BgBe ortery ged BEIROE WBmD
O BeDEI ©29008; ged OE gwYs; DCIMICOE WB8mD D18
WO 05908, vxBe meeds 88 cude® daewsy &
0800 0008 Wmer. YN8, ¢8 BOed mdy woerdddm e
WO ver gud Iem 8RB0 GEEE wmen ©xIm

yOOTHO Beamds Bem OB, Y» em oL,
e8eOE® W qud BOD), @0d @B YOIewd
e0xYes’ B BT qud g@no e GLRH ©¢BIBy AW
B 98, e0n0 @ww G 9CD® YT ¢ HDed
©Edn) WoedWDWE O D B, S cDeE® OO ww
e By D0ImH® BecEe®. & amd »08 @8 wdn
weeddme BE Bow 8ol Y edEs & adas e
B mog, dBE enE BBom 6:ededsy ¢das ¢ omE
Om, oo I B8cE gdenny ged esedvBm RIS I
Boost®Om »OOTD. den® nOB a8 dmd o8 =»J
oens.

w®»I Onww wetey cFww WMOMD, cwE eBE
Bwmns 0P Eed eBwe eI yIODTTH®E
B @208 83w Bues. Be gfoided S8 weds
28 8200 By ewr. D80 Bues Busesy ©oF ey, Sc
BeBw ww g ¥vmBe ACHBBEO 2@©H0D, @80 Bedn
B ©v 8 enE D10 OB, w8, DeEOEST wy
&8 emFOET DE1vI6 Bwod®m HOOmD »HO, 8O 2®nd
Bwe@ ¢Oxvm 005 D; 8 Bwe®n ¢OBimy @O, & 8
Bwc®0 gdas e Om »OB iy gw HOWBET oo
ot 88 ewddsn meg. OO ®OBTNEHHOB, wOWI
&B8, BB @2 eBRD eI B 0D »HO.

B0 DOBNIBROA, DEIC OHOHEw gmuO@S
D0 B gidew ¢ 8 Bum OO »O wdmen ©®
RO BesImn®. Gw wBed Be¢EAC PaBREedE 9-8esId;
2o0Ped @it BwiE S0 Pus®ws 8w wdHE,
BeBAC OHDEeS ©¥vrsBDCwd 8y @8HmwesIO. O®
BBewsl BwumDr, "E8® @8exIc; wmd®w D8s 2023
eBACD8 Dwed 23008 ¢ 8O o ¢ AE VWS
©sd anod Bue odamEs admBe ©®w» wwewlds
0RO DaFdBe w88 Bwr®boww o0 ewmedy
" Beco. @8, 95T DadBe w88 Bw@bnws §odw
mosieny? 9® B8ed »Oic0T wewsd edm, "gu B8xsY
PG 83» R’y ecm®m B s 0Ew YHYS GO
©® D5 endd®DED aog mMOED g wvm, 2021 Ded
@ewr 02 @G By 83 20s% 0wd®, 2022 Ded wewr Om
ywog 2Oz ¢S gemyms ewdm Doy G &8 BEAed
0 B0 wIBe B B  em  gdmSewsy
Credmn0 ©® Fw@8nw ¢aedtdd miens emd" Bwe.
o, 0® BusText? "awd eddmd Om @, @B
2B 200 DBYC oy, ¢80 00 OBYS vy, Bev®
c¥esy IO oo BeEAC OWREe wSwd 8 100
IBo" Bem O »O8 08 gu Bosies!. oLewd®
BwesTesy o S¢EAC PaRced 9-8esid; w.vwds. o
DOINEDROB, a8 5w EE0 Bw Beambd, S8 I
8000 B e 0O @-8erIcDsIO adns DoywE @LsIH
0250008 Bweo.

BeBac Palcw & mun weaddmne meg DcBw®
C0¢s Bwc®0 w8RD mitdn BOGE Bwi®m BIO ecwo
808, & Buw $5038Bn 819880 cuecd cab o
Beadmd, 0 BB s enDHO®O  ywg SOz
00080 ¢t B @® D SHHBND OB Biny §ud
1. 00w 91360 B EDEID, yROPYOD BSe® O
BEedew @0®y» 3 Beds) 001D, 0B Dwdn ews
8DHFDeOD ¥ ©wdEsn B0E®ED ©5 WO DantBe
BBBOEY ¢ YL @I edRMED WTBENHG® ©dDD
RBZO o¥neds’ o® 000 gaadddd ¢Bwe ocsimy @8
Poent, @uidmy I CHh eIz HE  Hoows



599 2023 esa50:8 23 600

DTN OF DoRO 05y V5. DGWD O @By
Om amed o B0 wiedd) v ewdy o 2od® ¢
8w eOD B, 0D WEDIBTHWO WBwWE @O
@® Jed @mrIe®), FBBIWBD BBOEWO DD eDHD B,
gc e®@mO BGdR eOm, ¥R BIOD W eDNEDT Bk PBIH
Buteed »e3the® 98 w@ydem DO oI Ve Bem
o2 OO 08 eDEIeD EnE WIBDI, O] WOILNLHROA. &8
0® 60D Besiesy 6® ewddr 8O0 @D Jed
BBw BedsI® @z3e BwhB. 0® ced BBe =850
BBe0sT @B ¢ 0® HOYSHD HOBIH YOO edsIesy.

®O DOIBTNED OB, ®3 IS NIASISISION @®
288e®@snd0  coecd 8 Bedslert S¢Bw  wiEdn
@3o0RINDBO DB 00edE, dce®D e ©DHEID
BB 0w yBoyvwonm BBe® edwsy wEcuOs
28B005n00 938uy Wiy BwE@. 0® yBOFVOD
BBO 5OFOsTH HORB w®HS DayBw wdA ¢ HwrTOm
edstes’. #8, Yev® @mies’? ®YSY BImd, DEIC
OHDC® yBOPYoOD BBe® w1RH® BwrTOm §ewd siocs
DarBw 08Bw 9SO 0® ey admBw IFBBO ey
WO VGBI 0¥ Bedm eddE oI 9B 0DmDr Bwm
om. @8 ¢zd Collective Agreements 0500 Beadmo.
Collective Agreementsdc Bedmos, &5cg nemsy RO
Bwwd 25857 s8 8 00D BwEs. ¢8 Hucr Beoadnd,
Em Bwod@m mosIy desn, Yewoe @m0 eesIm B, B
2o mBwog WO Bw@r. @008 »EsImnsierdE dm®
BB,

Comn DBY onE BRoD @880 ©wddsTVewnsy
Ogedm wBhed gud Bsigdr osimy eOdmDr. BY onE
BBOD ©:80005 ¢z ¢0d ¥® OE WImDo. 88 @D
98¢ ¢De 0808 meg Y. D YO DR WOBEWO
aBme om0 018 Danewsy eedntm 8L 0O Bedmdn. &
Ben OO Ogn 38emwe WO & mBwcds 988l
WO g0 B 00D, O BIBNIDROB, IBE enE
3DOPm0 wOySem BIOD qud o3 e @»dl. e®
eOmEem0 BEAC PHBNRews ¢2a3Rd B¢Bw o 2ow
®O» D g8 ¢¥mdn. 0® dwedd edhewd ecem
2On® 0D Bedmds, BBe wUwmgd Bewo ged Sed
B25000 @88 0dD oddDE o). Y eI Bwmr,
Bwowd 66853 B¢ I OB O Bedm dD. o
DN ROSB, 8¢E Iwmm 30 ¢, wmm 30 g 60
¢, Smm 60 geco 90 ¢oud, Jwmm 90 geco 120
¢ o) 00DD Ye» yiwmw oems, @7 O
RO 8w 1,500857 8¢ @ 018 0OE vyt
N8B 8586 CeE 810 IBHSIIH, e¢mn BeBw Mmemag
DODEO  WYHGNE  @lurxtc® B8 mer O,
93u57c®OE0 OndW BmE e D@ WO Beamo.
Ofemend (Dumd GBuE 70 9dusic@ 2808 meo
20, ¥y SwemO I8eE 2,100m0 08 geen 9SuwI¢®
©05)e0sY B0 D16 WO Bedda.

D8 0y By aw, 8 BYen aw, 9D s ewd
@O @i D86 S »E) ey By ¢w & mced
eEe8OEDE0 @das @A 0DMEDET WO cDw®
Bac 2,000 @nd 3,000z s@en D16 mer. w8, 8O DéX
38 YO ¢ wBRD BeBw ) 28 cOMEDsY nHOA BB
BHVCw RO Ao & Bearles’. e® 18 38 Smm 30
00 eOBIB) YOO, Smm 120 ¢ 0dxIsy »yOoOsy. »HP,
0® D& 80 neg 9 AEVE®ODS G 8eE 1,5008s% d¢

8 @D W 0RO Bwwd ©wasIDEs BDOH,
@000 BOOH, agcg I Bued dm Evd, OO eemO
OB 00 oEde @D o & Beawlesl. 28 @
oG® 053 ¥,

eCImed eTdm @ Oi® edmeEmO, ®E ayxs O &
CODEEO, e ity erdEIm D8 D O »Swd &8
Be5r0200, Do BOB BE GBd C OBIB JOOBT 5HLDO
BE08. Em @8 oFG® 0¥ Vv & Bewo HOB qud BBY
CcEnOOERD wrln 8L Yood. Sodvewsi® AE dnd-w
B5088B00w wOer BeEIAC §®BOSw HSO ®OEH
WO CI® o 00 wnyg eODmD. eime, PBIND
@8O »OFOBTH @ YOO Pew. & DHred® gD
8B G 20® FuwdBwr gud womm yods! Hew. od®
00 BBy sIO adens 1t S CA @I YOOsY Yow. ©®
a0 gu BdDrnw Bedmrdr, 0® lved Gewrs a3
288w eBewdon swyuveny WO VRO CER®
Bo. & Bewo n08 ¢l nfsImnsiedc DEIC @D
Beasies.

DI vyBe meed ©BOce 9FEd ©0d
NHded . v w¥r B §dwny DREWsY
800 Beastesy 2014 ggcided. wi@&, nfsirnsiede
& 000D 300 Aot By BT DY NTeEE WEAC
eDE1 9Bjer’, HNELBRS B BIED OBDC&m®
ENBOFTD  B5NJeBOCwmE®O 8B BB, den®
Yo, DD CH OBO OO WO D BB
DY NsIeEE B @B, & Ded® nYrusTedEied
NBWBIO BIO® WOBIB MW BBCD Booryds 1B, 988wuxy
WOB) gedBemn mYE BV So5ryd &B.

BB DBENC OE@0 ©® Bwmd, @@ =8
eBEeBI®Y B WOBTH O BeEr. e@ime, e sest
8 eBemI B WO sremesd I BT WEeBnmo.
s’ 180 oedmBaw Lud®w ed Bedmd, »O
RO @O DOTD. 8Ee®@nd anmeg 8
euemBI®Y B WY OBOGO 9EE qEedsisy 8w
Yoo, 988 Y@y BOy O5IFn®0  mews
28Be05n00 O5iny @D Eeade ¢slesy mywl. &
Beo oPsivnsiedcrs ©8dwe®s & monis.
DEBINsTeE Difews’ 8 evemIBY WS WOBIEWO
& ywds BT LNTeERD vFsw geecsI® OGEE edmda.
e®ime, nPsinieded vWew aneg Beam adlcw
280 edmd.

®S H>E5T DeBENS Bw®® dvwmo

(omessrLyfl@ HedlstT LT TT wioam)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@01 HEBT DEFENS Bw®» BB nes.

®S HH>E=T DeBENS Bw®® dwmo

(omessrLyfl@ BedledT LISRTL_TT $uwiLoam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

B0 DOINBDHROA, On® od »HO BHOD. a8 8
eBEBBIB) WS OB B O yme BIO o1 O©
@wRy e 0.



601 208E005Ind 602

[06 »EBY Dedend Bw®» Owma]

ged 988 oy’ Boy O5IEn®0 gews
208Ee®InDD O I8 Bustesy, ©0 edxfery e8EE
5 B 28E0@s¥n 9800k rs Dm0 OID Diev s
plan ®z; S »O& plan O=».

OO DIIBNWBDH) O

(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O 38 ydmws oy, 95 O5IEnOA.

O 0 Sedeedms Dvmo

(oressrLll@ &epaer all GCaasr)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

OO DOIBNBHROB, gndBed om® WPLc1edd R
©® 58BedxIned eavewd OFOS 9EBO mer, ged ed
BeB “vv ece®, Long-term Generation Expansion Plan
Om 928u Ot BwEs. 88 syBe @8O @wed
DO8 en®Bw ©wcwr PN CBewIBm ©E8wOD ©®
OICH® ¢y, w8, 2DwrNdWO qvd & am©Be
Cleeed e8dcD8 @wed 10008 c. 2023-2042 wewo §
s B» oy wCH® sude wep @8 o
B50B8B@0 928u mes. ged 00 OIEROTed
gD wewy & CH® ©® @DEedd OO wwinm*
DOBO.

@01 ®ONEHROB, 2022 £5008 Swsed gece 2023
E508 el 3105 @ ¢l ABY onE BBom woednd
88z ez WO ¢ 9® 9uidm d¥owem® BEmo
e D850 @ ©nd BedmDr. 0@ B IH®DEsIC
95TV EOBIYed, emu® e eI y@rmwus ¢8 s o
Beadmdg, eOINEOEO 928 Heed Y, B vensy
@i Wity FRET O® ©dEHCITO®m Db ©o
os¥Bocied gdume wews ©® gdnedl wwinn®
®O8s5Y ®od mD gdwsy SO,

@O QIBNBHD S
(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

DO B0 BR®o.

[e3.0. 10.30]

@6 OBE Sp®8Bow dwm (VB8BR®), oS8
3@ ©w e, 83w BBWmoem ©ww BB
yBeIB S msn®))

(orerflg remfley aildsslrvdman - Farrgludun urgsriy
SOWIFFHID B, Qurmerrsry o misliur® womid Csdlud
QB TETENSHHET HEHLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - President, Minister of
Defence and Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies)

BB, 9O D IBNBDROA.

®ed DD 0@y WOBIB gEenEE BLsIny @188,
28Be0xnedsy 9@ gt eOsIm O, AN IEEO @cl

* getmmced D .
* BieD BlensVIS SN0 6061 HLILIL (HleiTeN ).
* Placed in the Library.

B 0O §898 0@zt Oy OIE 0 suiwn wdy
D0. 99D EEEOTTHDO eerNed BO. AT, O® Eed
O9®D @® B8Ee®sINEd B»oTD. & denne O OO
DO WS WOBIB WBIesy BT

@¢ BDa¢wd MEDD aBBOGS VWL e BB WO
g owldrn ©dOOne B8EacO Durvews’ dx¥cwm 9EEd
Bedmryn. w@isnsewrs’ @@ Extcwn CRwIesy Byt
©® Jed T¢E AW BVOFTHeO® »® goLORS EEDOH.
B3, 8 O 8GR edsTest? 8 e® eEdED 81w
eOxtes’? @aadd B¢ ICw G o IWO duew
861d@e? ven® mmFHO® e@mO BGdR ex%nd 2nd® D¢
AC® G @¢Im 98 e¢mde? 0® wdITVewsY Ddicwns
Ry 538, B @esIH®. BDcw 9EEED gBBDGS OWLEL
eEd) 85 led e ewelHs) HBOPm®G O eNEDE.
8w 9CRED #Bricw WE DI BWBEo. B5ICw WE OEo
O, WE QBB BBV B0 OO0 0@ BDewd OIBTY
eOE®) AEIEEC) Hoed Y. OO guenEE® BDD),
0 0@ OBOCHmBY ©OIFD dxVesy W, ©O
ednmemw Hodmn oy B DS, @ ©BOJe
o885 ©wid cwdwed B8 Bwemds G, BsIcwn
DO Dy Bwo.

P, am drewssi® 8HG® euFn® HIN® ©©
B & @TVewsy g¢ DO BOCseE WG WOBID Do)
BeEr. IO 00 wdeo ouimy ed ¢@vwvcred
CCHOR® GO oW Gd DME GNCwRBE &8¢
@0». There were news reports that Commission has been
informed by the Secretary to the Treasury that he is unable to
provide the necessary funds to conduct the elections. &=
auoved. 0® ced ilm »nFFOe amd Lsicws’
8OO @8O e B O i Beadmr. ed®m
2ESHBO 0w V. BEW BICH PEHDHOC OB
600  5,0000 g8 Hew® ©OFONm Bweco 2022
e @8 ©®w 1498 ¢ ©® Sodvewsi® ©BOJe
e08esy ©wed @EDWsIO ¢m® i, In®
o008, ©O8 gewFE @ ¢Hlesl. ©®® & madew
dFemd® & @wd BOD. & @wd Besisy ©0 WO
B Dr. 0®@m @13 eBssy ©wID ©@251»edld, e®m
caretaker ©m8w@x. S8BIWOH HEHPO  OvOE
83:00Id® ©® HEEedTHDE OO mog, OO erNedE.
28E005n0 8@ MmOy DBOWOD GWHHO O1dEG
woeddmed "guImbmBm B3Bm" wded (2)DB
emdew e®etd Bewsy D!

"e®® wmn HwOm 07 CID SHWO euctnd® emed &
©BOCen em0d8sY ©B1Ied BHIBBDSwWI ewd wIEmwLR evd eE®
QO O ©® DTN 0@ svmn HFOm Om Smed 8O
D OTeDn 888 Q0 ¢80 edury me g @

B0 ®OITNEHROB, OO VI A& s’ »E
¢0eE® 08 oddE B PJew. § Buriesy, 2022 dFenddy
®e 3101B ¢ 8O. 0® 0@y emBss] w¥ID ©rNedE.
D000 08 e®ei sl eD5D:

"dew §O¢, 08 vmn BosiOm D5 MO 0sdnd © § Emned &
un wcysd «® omB8ur’ ©wdm ©wBOe vl «d®
0@08men owd Daews’ QO ¢Om 0® DT HIRO OB ace
em0dssl @ PHERO OsDEed Ve ©8dedcwd ammcd
B8m O CAD Erw ond BO @ JOOR ICHE By HEDHO®
Bwo@m BBO ww B3O Evo® miennm vy Cds gFed ¢."



603 2023 esa50:8 23 604

3D Daewsi® 0® BeadsTer’ mOE® 0I®e®:x.
©® 2885 B Do BwusTerd ®8Eecd®sInDO8, ed»
2005 @008, ©6; HOITNEDROB, dorv® HO® VAH®s
O wmdd WO e®  wwedst eunsis,
28Be0ned ot OXFOC; OB® 0wewde 0Om
988w evBwsiest BweEo.

OO ¥ VOB Ben® O 8g @O Wi I®
BB dde. @B Ddde o®sB. em8wed®
0@ EWmesy OO feuv OYen gdENOEE ©® BdD,
08 D6 BweEr. & o eCmOD®IO BwEy D@
1. BB 91300 8 & aw DR BOD. O wedd
S8 S5O8 ¢ 805 3.000 08y, 20®Bne,
BBsBn@ud & ae Gev onem. vl Yo oeed S5Icw
BE 0B O O BIWDB WOBID esNedB. & emBued
008w sy vl EVew BOITVews W@ 02w By ew.
& g B, "eces®@Y 230(B ¢ a8 dricw Butm Boemw
»e" Boer. 8T ocsiom BDD, "a8 08 ewdssn
e B e Bome meg ! Becd.
Ofemen BDD, "ae8 Bome me" Bur. dfemens
@eIHO® B . BEOB e NOS Oy edfve’
B3ed. & @dEed BBesBn® BOD, "mOemmdc &
Do8mn S e¢sim", "Get me the notes and the minutes of the
meeting" BaEr. & 0DEed 5T BOD), "o&mo w3,
"There are no minutes or notes" Bwes. @Bz, umnie
wos3esi? & addMed BResBn®r BOd, "nOsIE Om
BDCBDO Gediy ©O0 VIO edNEDsT eud eim
50y, Yo e® B8RO »HOB Fwo mosiesy. & WweE®I®
O DB WO 8O swed ¥3 e osim" Bwe.
2 & 008w® & 00mDO eduyr BBweovmed - woBw
838ed 9Bn@ied - awin CR O H0.

wBw 838 OBn®ed wwiw P OFO ediled
0®n0 OBOG #HBEE ©O BODs, "emewI®¢ woBw
888 Bw osiesi? @y edamemed 9l BHwews.
ev® 50 y8IBed edavcErre er®mon BRwewned
0B OBIB) BB eV BFHO BBsB eI Bwer. ©®
BOD, "BBeBed wwiw e¢riny 8808, 0@DB ndws
B D8 Bearery. mH@ 00 o 8wy edsiesy
1. @@ g0ENedE RIROIEIO oy »® & wews gdas
»Ogn WO Buer. BBwews gdomtmd mHO® BB
eeemO 80ITD B BBwews goonxim Az, BeEe
Lo BEorinrdn. BYsY dewd BBwewn wviw ones, "e®
20e88)00 DEWH BN 0O GHRD Bwosd®@m mOsIm Doy
Bem One Bwo 00 &B. g¢n drewssi® 5sY
0ED0sY E OB oy BBwwr »HE Bwe ICm. §O
D& eIcd wER, NTNHO® Soyvn SGFB evdPeed 9vIm
BBwowns géeon Hwu mer »O. 9DOSB ©O Bwesim
Boeadsier’. &m Oed gcwes. OO & madens Bwusizy @, 8O
ser & o BBO wmdsd meg i & edxDO
iBeE 3Bw» 10m @Emed®sind - estimate dws-
coiesy Bwdum smm wmed WOmemO. Y IOB <
2ue S50E0 BBw YD Bedmd, 'egecs 9EE®
RBO' Bws. Jod 9CE Beastesy, BeE SBwem
5,6002. ©5em0 em® IBwm »rid. 9 B IBwm
¢ vy Beo.

ge cCVOBmW 8 @D Bumds. VIO VWem®
Betesy ¢ OB 00, B8 O 00 BwE ©3.
8 a8 o0 B ®YPYSOD Bwsiesy iy 053, YO
Bev® Bumdg? dev® m»H® IBwm 10 0008, ged
NnEHedsInd gmd Aleed IBwxm 128 138 gnc

5w JOONB BwEr. 0® B8ewst Buwmdn, IBwm 5&
Ry Be. J Bewo 0@ @1e@8ned@5Ind v ICEm. & »OEn
2@me@ewesl @od®w S Beamd. « ©B0de:m
0208000 G @l WO Bedmdr. 0B8w Bwemd,
"ges0 OBewsy e " Bu. 0B88w Buriess, "O8
Pen B 05l axnd ¢80 IBwm 2u evd 3 HOO5NE"
Bo. 0@ ©3 ydmen Beadsies’y. IBwm 10 edxf
WO BIsE, IBwm 80BsY 010 S WO yOOsT Bwo
©BD0em 08we® BEwlews Bwemdr "edxT OEs
Beadn sE8 ©2, 9uidm 8 8 Bw »Os HOOHWE"
B 0BBewsy BoamDo.

ey ©¢dned®sIndBs woyle E¥nHe®nd
0D . & B8 em® @& gu Beamd. gomw
e¢sdned®sin BDD, "8 Bustes’ oynw!" Bwes. O O
©c08ne@5IndEs 881 ves’ qud dOsies’. 6ed gl
ey es, d meed 9BDCHmND Bue o® e edny
wog. evd® »H® VB edue®sy BDdD Bwsinm
Q. @ & §Bm» ydme BAYew. gomm ST
D08, 0® OO eE a@imerw B8NS ecsim
Po®mn . ©® BBwe grwsl O Bedslesd,
"S.agb.d.ew. 0OcH, yhm wIT, ©BOdwm
0868 B E @DNDO" Bw@r. 0D Hen® B»OBIH
DEGE DD

B0 ®OITNEDROB, rHWHHO O1dEHed 1049 (6)
22101080 ed e®ew® wensy @O !

“08w5Y 51ed AEHE, 8B 85w HEDDS BBOE emSusy
e300 88xY ©BDCen @088 BHHEDSwr 00D ewd emSesy
00D e ® BEBen edn ovd sdH ey CIE® VB
@m0, emBusy ©Ied DNMBY 8y BICHWO WID BV
©@20®e308e8 BHHEDSwr ewnd & edmn BEadwr owd 88z &
ACHE, D8ws 89 BHEHDS Hw@m BB 9g BBO ¢ Oy Bw®
@rlent @.”

©® BBed emerds 1049 (6) o BwEo oy g¢sd
©® ICHE T eBBeds B DY, @YD
B 2. 8O ¢OmCD 00880 0wr e Beadmdo,
"®ed ©®om 2023.01.09 0o 2023.01.26 2B 88 ©8xY
O BOcmed §Bm» »O@n wewr aW@iE G e eC®
2CB® WS g, ePenx aFYcE P & oy»" Bwo.

2deE G ¥ 5@ & BEBwd SodRd asd
B0 Bwo@le o5Im yOOs). 0@me, 0@ O dew®
WO DRB W O, OO evnedB, By® ©Ded.
By® 90y Bew® BB emBue®st s &z Bleed
. @@ Bastesd 3w, 90D Swe®sy
AC® & Bedmds BeE. @m0y den® Basiesy
0. @@ el goivn »® vl SHGOEHDO 86D
Ay emOWO  CwBed @i Byew, 1y E»
2BBOB®O D B 8O0 @D VYD Gk ewd
02080057 ¢RO® MmO euddewsy 85T mOsTH yOOsT.

50 ©gd, evcd 03 OB ¢ ©BOcem odansy
@900 BrsBn® E8ex D1 BedmrDs. Joemdn Brsiesy
N, "'O0 0@ AW 1@ e B O EuOmOs aines
WO BN, eBesY BwIed Bomaent Do) Sgwd, »D
PO O BODr. P BDC e B85 ©HIed BB
885y 0u@cd 10 918 & 0D Bedm EB8ed wews’
eOmD, "dxvc D8O ©OFOEH CIB eCnd OB
8857 600 DedBD odrEy 8e ecm D&Y
800 Bz SC/FR/06/2022 v SC/FR/07/2022 gom ¢ &)



605 208E005Ind 606

[061 BE B8 @wvmn]

8857 wwd B85 OO BT ICH GWHBY BBIC
BOBOD gg D1BDENBn ®OYD 98 WO &8 Bw v @Y
DB BOB Beo @ PO O yheds »odsy dxie
B8 @mOwn JeCH® WO W @C® OO
egdndmdenw B85 ¢ ap" Boce. &5 @8
egddLlmien BrIcd DEDO, eddLldmimensy dend®
BrIeon o 2101 ogdhdmien Briged wewsy edmda, 1
quote:

“Sanjeewa Jayawardene, PC draws attention to the journal entry
made on the 18" January, 2023. As per the journal entry, it states
“Mr. Saliya Pieris, President’s Counsel who is appearing for the 01%
to 05™ Respondents informs court that the Election Commission has
taken steps to call for the elections for local authorities in terms of
Local Authorities Elections Ordinance. He further submits that the
commission would continue to take steps in terms of the law.’

In the light of the above undertaking, the Counsel submits that
issuing of writ of mandamus does not arise. Therefore, he moves
that the proceedings are terminated.”
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“Mr. Nerin Pulle, PC. ASG. who is appearing for the 06™
Respondent says that even though the 06™ respondent is named in
the petition, no relief is prayed for against him.”

The 06™ petitioner is the Hon. Prime Minister. It
states, “...no relief is prayed for against him”.
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Hon. Speaker, Article 104. (1) of the Constitution
states, and I quote:

“The quorum for any meetings of the Commission shall be three
members.”
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“Chairman of the Election Commission, Nimal Punchihewa told
the Sunday Times last night that the three commissioners were
contacted virtually by Zoom, and their consent obtained. The firth
commissioner M.M. Mohammed was present at the Commission
office.”
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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[At this stage, some Members of the Opposition rose displaying
placards.]
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Please! One last point. - [Interruption]
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No, let me explain this.
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»m®B&8. Article 104GG. (1) of the Constitution states, and |

quote:
“Any public officer,....., who-

(a) refuses or fails without a reasonable cause to co-operate
with the Commission, ...”

So, if there is no election, why should they cooperate?
Then, 104GG. (1) (b) of the Constitution states, and I
quote:

“fails without a reasonable cause to comply with any
directions or guidelines issued by the Commission...”
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Just wait a minute! Sit down! - [Interruption] I am
replying to your Hon. Member. - [Interruption] You sit
down! I brought you into politics. Shut up and sit down! -
[Interruption]

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O OB 9cOBI®. - [@oids HED]

@0 OB S Dp@8ow dwmo
(oressrLyfl@ remflsL allsHrwdnian)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
Shut up and sit down!
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Merryman case, it was decided by President Lincoln and
accepted by the Court that you cannot have a Constitution
without a nation. The first duty of a President is to protect
the nation and then, to protect the Constitution. That is all.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. President, - /Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Mr. President, we thank you for having accepted the
request made by the Opposition to appoint a Select
Committee to go into the economic crimes of this
country. It has been a practice in the past that in order to
ensure the credibility of that Select Committee, the
Government agrees to appoint an Opposition Member as
the Chairman so that there would be more credibility to
the inquiry conducted by the Select Committee. That is
another request I am making, Mr. President.

@6 OBE Dn@8ow Owmo

(orer Ll remilsy allsalrwsmian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

I think that should be considered. But that, you all
have to do because I am not a Member of that Committee.
Certainly by the Committee of Selection, it could be done.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
But, you can direct your Government.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

I have only one Member from my party. So, I am
directing him. Why do we not get together and make him
the Chairman? Anyway, that is a request to which I am
not unsympathetic. I would like to tell you that we will
consider it.

Let me also tell you one other thing. We are also
presenting the new Anti-Corruption Bill. T think within
two weeks or so, the Hon. Minister will present it . You
all ensure that it conforms to the UN Charter, the UN
Resolution. So, we will give it to you all to study and you
may look at it.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sir, -
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Mr. President, why we are entertaining these doubts is
because, today, the Committee of Selection has been
summoned to decide on the Chairman of the Public
Finance Committee. Why we are worried is that the Hon.
(Dr.) Harsha de Silva was nominated by the Opposition to
be the Chair. Today, there appears to be an attempt to
appoint somebody else overlooking the fact that the
Opposition had sent in a letter asking for the Hon. (Dr.)
de Silva to be appointed. A Member of the Opposition
should be appointed as the Chairman is what the
particular Standing Order states. Now, violating the
Standing Order, the Government wants to use its majority
in the Committee to annul a right the Opposition has. So,
we are only appealing to you not to disturb that position.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

The Hon. Prime Minister assures me that no Member
of the Government will be appointed as the Chairman.
And, you cannot do it with regard to the Public Finance
Committee under the Standing Orders.
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"Local authorities are elected for fixed terms (4 years). Citizens
expect to elect new members at the end of such period. That right
should not be denied. In the case in hand as observed above there
could be impediments to hold elections and this court is mindful of
same...."

So, it cannot be postponed indefinitely. There is
provision, when there are impediments, to bring the
matter up. But, in this case, that does not arise because no
election has been decided yet.
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[At this stage, some Members of the Opposition walked into the
Well of the House and created an uproar displaying placards.]
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Bill accordingly read a Second time, and allocated by THE HON.

PRESIDING MEMBER to the Legislative Standing Committee under
Standing Order 53(3).
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diabolical lie that was mounted. - /Interruption]

®C DrggedO BBNBI TS OWm

(orevor @ euraGspeu HTewsTTISSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

No one talks about the lie and its destruction.

@0 (80008) ggels? Coesdsy Owmo

(renrfl@ (HevTHlg)) &Greir rraeusst)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

I respect you, Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara. We will
go into a political debate on that. Let me just explain my
view.

So, that lie led the whole European world, seventeen
Members of the European World, to start bombing non-
stop for thirteen years. Even new weapons were tested on
Afghanistan and Iraq. A great civilization called Iraq was
brought to ashes. How? By one single conspiracy theory,
one single global lie that was made to be believed by the
superpowers. Therefore, Sir, we need to take this
conspiracy theory up in the light of the new realities.

Sri Lanka is facing an unprecedented historical,
economic, political and maybe, a cultural and social
instability. Therefore, at this stage, at this juncture,
learned men and women and experienced politicians like
you, Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, need to bring up a
debate that is level and fair, so that the peripheral people,
the poor farmer and the poor fisherman, will not be
burdened with another conspiracy theory, but will be
educated on how we can navigate and negotiate even if
there is a conspiracy theory against our motherland. That
is exactly what I expect from you as a learned person,
Hon. Member, and not to declare that the recent landing
of one single plane -

@G DrggedD 50BN 2ENS OWm
(oressr)fl @ sursGspeu BHreswTTILSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Two planes.

©0 (§0028w) ggedsy Cotsdxy Omo

(oressLyfl@ (HTHH) HBredr TmeHeusiT)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Okay, two planes. I do not expect you to declare that
the recent landing of two planes is already leading to a
world war centred around Sri Lanka. I think that is a far-
fetched imagination. The most living and practical
democracy on planet earth is Bharat or India. The
Indians, as I know - I am not a security expert - have
come to a conclusion and have even agreed to share
satellite security data with the once thought most
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dominant western power, which is the USA. Why is that?
Why is that even the Indians, who were with the so-called
Russian camp during the Cold War and particularly until
recent time, had agreed to do that? It is because of the
new realities. It is not that we need to be unaware of,
dismiss or sleep over when things happen. No. Moreover,
I think there is an interest for others in this land; not just
now, but we know that Sri Lanka had been an attraction
to all the superpowers, whether it be the Eastern camp or
the Western camp. But, Hon. Member, you did not
mention a single word about a possible Eastern
conspiracy against Sri Lanka. Can there not be one?

O DoggedD BNB2 NS OW
(orer Ll @ suraGseu BrewTTLSESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
There is no such thing.

@S (89028w) eaedst Goesdzsy @wmo

(wressyfl@ (SevTHS) &Crevr rmaseussr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Exactly. You look at a half-filled glass and say that the
glass is half-full and decide with your own analysis and
experience that the other half is empty. We know how,
during the Kingdom of Kotte, an Eastern power took over
the ruling of this country. Right? - [Interruption.]
Therefore, I would only ask you, Hon. Nanayakkara, as a
learned person - I am only a student of political science -
to bring about a national discourse on this. You are good
at it. You have a political party unlike me and you are
supported by your left wing comrades. So, bring about a
national debate on which direction Sri Lanka should go. -
[Interruption] Hon. Member, let me speak, please. I am
not arguing with you. Let me speak.

Unfortunately, to defend the motherland against the
conspiracy you are imagining and talking about, there are
only seven people, out of whom one does not believe in a
Unitary State. So, there are only six people. That is the
reality; that is the reality of this country. Therefore, I
would suggest, let us go for a national debate on this. It
should not be a Vasudeva Nanayakkara versus
Wickremesinghe debate. No. We would not allow
anymore Vasudeva Nanayakkara or Wickremesinghe to
take a bipolar position on this affair. Take the national
issues to the national ground and have a national debate
on them. Then, we will know what the actual conspiracy
theories are and what the aspirations of the younger
generation of this country are.

As a senior politician, Hon. Member, I beg to learn
from you. I would only say that this consipiracy theory
brings a benefit - I respect you for bringing in this Motion
- that it demands a new awareness between the State and
the citizen; it demands a new redrawing.
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)
Thank you, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Foreign

Affairs)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

5827 955 o GE.

9 GLorBlEEmi.
Seconded.

G S8z &Y, e @@ S,
afleorr GBI (B) sTDmIS CIBmeTenLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. MADHURA WITHANAGE left the Chair,
and THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH took the Chair.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, since there are no speakers,
may | have a little bit more time. Sir, I thank you for
allocating me some time to speak on this Adjournment
Motion moved by the Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara.

Sir, we are debating or rather expressing our opinions
on this Adjou  rnment Motion at a time when the only
CT scanner in the Jaffna Teaching Hospital, because it
has not been serviced, cannot be used and all cancer
patients and other patients who need to be scanned are not
being scanned, running the risk of their malignancy
spreading. That is, in Jaffna. Then, yesterday, I read in the
newspapers that even the Colombo General Hospital is
facing a similar scenario. I contacted the Secretary to the
Ministry of Health and he told me that the organization
which services those CT scanners has submitted an
enormous bill for the services to be done and the Ministry
cannot afford to pay it. Sir, that is the situation in this
country, where the ordinary citizens are unable to go to a
hospital to get the free healthcare that what you would
call a welfare State should guarantee.

That is the reality in which we live. Why? Because Sri
Lanka’s economy has fallen to such low levels that you
are scraping the barrel. When you are scraping the barrel,
you are forced to find ways and means to try and lift
yourself up. This Government believes that, in trying to
do that, you have to align with certain countries and
vested interests. The previous Government also felt that it
had to align with certain vested interests. So, Sir, the
reality is that not only this Government has done that
because, all of a sudden, the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe
is well-known to be quite cozy with western countries and
with India, whereas the previous regime is known to be,
on the other hand, somewhat close to countries like China
and non-western influenced countries. So, today, you
have a scenario where, when the regime had changed,
ironically these Rajapaksas themselves have to, since they
have fallen to such low levels, depend on
Wickremesinghe to save their name and where, as the
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara pointed out, you had an
American security delegation coming in.

Sir, my point is something deeper, something much
much deeper. I have said this several times in this House.
When Sri Lanka is situated in this particular geographical
location which has strategic interests, as the Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara and I think the Hon. Members of
the Government benches also pointed out, always big
powers will be interested in this Island; you cannot deny
it. And when you know that those interests are there, then
you have to, from the very beginning, be mature enough
to try and make sure that you do not upset the applecart,
that you do not go to one side too much that concerns are
raised to such an extent by the others that they will
somehow try and rectify that situation using the domestic
situation. In Sri Lanka, that has happened; that is the
reality. It is not something new; it has been there for the
last 75 years. The political party affiliations in this
country have been to cater to "big power" interests. That
is the reality.

And the underlying reason, that is the sad part, for
trying to align with one power or the other has been to
somehow try and contain Tamil rights; to somehow try
and make sure that your agenda for making Sri Lanka a
Sinhala-Buddhist country only, to say that it only belongs
to the Sinhala-Buddhists and nobody else and thereby, to
make sure that the Tamils cannot claim their rights in this
country, you choose to align yourself. When you choose
one way and once the regime changes, you have to swing
the other way. Today, that you have hit rock bottom, you
have to beg whoever it may be and obviously, when it is
President Ranil Wickremesinghe who is in power, he will
naturally go and lean towards the countries that he feels
most comfortable with.

The reality, Sir, is that Sri Lanka, being the country it
is and being situated in the place where it is, has to only
seriously consider its neighbour’s national security
interests. India is the primary country that you must be
careful about because India, as a big power in the region,
has legitimate security concerns when it comes to what
Sri Lanka does and how she acts. For as long as you
could be concerned and take steps in a way that they do
not unnecessarily unravel India’s concerns, the rest is
something you can manage. You can easily manage it if
you have your home in order, if you can sort out your
house problems. If you can make sure that all the people
in this country feel that this is their own country, if the
Tamil rights are recognized and if you build a culture
where this country does not belong only to the Sinhala-
Buddhists but to all the others - the Tamils, the Muslims,
the Up-Country Tamils and so on - then, nobody can
divide you and whoever who tries it will also fail. But,
no, you would rather go after your racist agenda, which
you have done in the last 75 years, you would rather
align, today, if it is convenient, with one power and
tomorrow, with another and at the end of the day, there is
a price to pay because each power will come after you.
When you lean against one power, there is a quid pro quo
and then, when a regime changes, you will have to pay
that price and that is what is happening, Sir. The Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, who is a very senior Member,
could understand this.

Sir, today, in the North, we have a particular problem.
When Gotabaya Rajapaksa was President, he sold sea
cucumber farming and fishing rights to individuals in the
North. We all know who was behind that; it was China.
That created a massive problem. The local fishermen
could not go into the sea, to the lagoons because your
"big power friend" wanted to have some sort of presence
there and the people who suffered were the ordinary
Tamil people. Today, you have to swing the other way,
do you not? So, what do you do? You are willing to sign
off an agreement with India, whose legitimate security
concerns you called into question by allowing such a
presence in the North for sea cucumber fishing, to allow
Indian fishermen to come and use the Tamil people’s
fishing waters, the areas that, for the last 35 years, was
denied to them because of the war, due to which those
people were pauperized. When, they are trying to get up,
because you chose to swing towards China earlier, today,
to counterbalance that, you are swinging towards India
and the people who suffer are the ordinary people. We do
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not want this; Sir, we have been opposed to this. We have
repeatedly been saying that we do not want the North and
the East to become a geopolitical playground because,
ultimately, it is we who suffer. You will also suffer and
this country, too, will suffer because you would rather
have your racist agenda. When you have that racist
agenda, for it to succeed, you will have to go behind some
power or the other and you will keep swinging; you will
keep swinging and keep selling.

You will keep selling until this country’s soul is
entirely sold and that is where we are heading. Nobody
can deny that, that is where we are heading. So, if the
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, - he, in my view,
legitimately raised concerns - is to be fair, then he must
raise concerns the other way as well. He must raise the
concerns the other way and then, actually, go into a soul-
searching. Go into a soul-searching to find out why this is
happening. If you do that, you will find at the end of the
day that it is nobody else’s fault but it is racism in this
country that is ultimately at fault. If we can correct that,
Sir, I am pretty certain that you all will have nobody else
than the Tamils who would be willing to support you in
making sure that this country does not get sold to
anybody, but, in fact, it is developed for the betterment of
everybody who lives here with one proviso that India’s
national security concerns are legitimate when it comes to
Sri Lanka. As long as you do not recognize that primacy
of place, you will always fall into trouble. Thank you, Sir.
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Sir, 1 propose that the Hon.
Weerasinghe do now take the Chair,
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Whereupon THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH left the Chair, and
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Sir, we are not living in the 18" Century, the 19"
Century or the 20™ Century; we are living in the 21*
Century. The whole world has changed; the economic
order has changed and the economic perception has
changed. In such a situation, it is our duty to make sure
that the country becomes prosperous. Then only, we will
be able to control our own affairs. As long as we are
poor, as long as we do not know where we are heading
and as long as we do not accumulate wealth, rest assured,
we will have enough and more problems from
everywhere. We are a bankrupt nation now; we are no
longer capable of fighting with other countries.

So, my humble feeling is that we will have to have a
good relationship with every country. The country's
Foreign Policy is more important than anything else. But,
we have seen in the last decade or so that our Foreign
Policy and foreign affairs have not been up to the
standard. Most of our ambassadors and the officers in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs are not doing their job well.
So, I must tell you that the country must have a proper
foreign policy as well as a proper economic policy. Then
only, we will be able to come out of these hallucinations.
I call these “hallucinations”. In the world order, we are
situated in a very important position in the Indian Ocean.
That is why, even before, many nations wanted to
conquer us. It is not because we have so many things to
offer, but because we are situated in a very important
position. So, it is our duty as a country to unite ourselves
and find out a clear way to get over the economic
problems to make sure that we are a prosperous nation.
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Other things are immaterial. We used to say, “This man is
bad; that man is bad; this country is bad and that country
is bad”. I do not think we can say so hereafter. We will
have to get everyone together, get their help and find out
the options that are available in the world to make sure
that we will have a better country. Without prosperity,
you will never be able to achieve anything.

Everyone will try to put their thoughts into our heads.
So, it is imperative that we find proper policies to make
sure that the country is prosperous, the people are happy
and that our economic policies are designed to make sure
that the country is prosperous. Otherwise, there is no way
around. We need not have this kind of a Motion, if we
were a prosperous nation. We could have done that had
we pursued better economic policies rather than just hand
-to-mouth policies we have adopted for so long. Those
policies have to be done away with and better ways have
to be found to make this a better country for us. That is
my view.
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I would now like to speak a few words about the
Russia-Ukraine War. It has been one year since Russia
invaded Ukraine. I would like to remind President Putin
of Russia that this warfare has caused a huge damage, not
only to Ukraine, but also to the whole world. When it
comes to the world economy and its present condition, we
all have to face the consequences of this war. As a
country which suffered a thirty-year civil war, Sri Lanka
knows the pain and the loss of the people. The
infrastructure of our country was destroyed, lives were
taken away and the innocent children and women of this
country lost their loved ones - their husbands, fathers and
brothers - during the warfare. So, we know our people's

pain. Therefore, we can understand the pain of the people
of Ukraine and the hardships they are going through.
Obviously, due to that war, not only Ukraine but also
Russia, both sides, has to suffer. They, too, are going
through that pain due to the loss of lives and
infrastructure. Therefore, I would like to make this appeal
to President Putin: President Putin, I think it is high time
that you come to some amicable solution through
dialogue, through communication and end this war,
which has so far taken away the best of Ukraine. For the
sake of peace, this war must end as soon as possible
because we, as a Third World country, and a lot of other
countries in the world, too, are suffering due to the
economic conditions resulted by this war.
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Then, I would like to move on to the subject matter
under discussion, the Adjournment Motion. Since it
relates to our Foreign Policy, firstl would like to refer to
the foreign policy of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya, the
SJB. We are basically a small island state in the Indian
Ocean, which has attracted the attention of the very big
powers in Asia as well as the global superpowers.
Therefore, in that sense, our Foreign Policy is our
defence and therefore, it is very important that we get our
Foreign Policy right. Our economy is dependent on the
global markets; in order to raise the standards of living of
the Sri Lankans, we have to sell our products and services
at the global markets. That is the only way we can raise
our living standards because our markets are too small for
us to raise our living standards. But, we strongly defend
our independence. We have to be an independent country
and therefore, our Foreign Policy is absolutely critical.
When I think back of the days when I was a student,
Madam Sirimavo Bandaranaike elucidated Sri Lanka’s
Foreign Policy as a non-aligned foreign policy and she
became leader of the Non-Aligned Movement. In today’s
context, non-alignment is really out of fashion; in that
sense, as a concept, it does not really exist. However, as a
country, when we look at our interests, Sri Lanka’s
interests, Sri  Lankans’ defence, Sri Lankans’
independence and Sri Lankans’ living standards, we have
to engage with the world, not as a non-aligned country,
but as a multi-aligned country. That is, while protecting
our independence.

Sri Lanka should neither allow military bases for any
foreign military power in our soil nor enter into treaty-
based military alliances. It does not matter which
government is in power, but we need to be realistic about
our position and military alliances and treaties based on
military alliances are an absolute no-no. But, that should
not prevent Sri Lanka from practising a multi-aligned
foreign policy in line with our national interests of
promoting economic and social development and
democracy. And joint military exercises, specially naval
exercises, with all friendly and interoperable nations in
the region and beyond must be welcomed since they
enhance the capacities of our security forces, especially
of the Navy, to safeguard Sri Lanka’s security both in
land and at sea.
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In addition, Sri Lanka must work with the UN closely
to enhance our contribution to the UN peacekeeping
operations for the benefit of our own security forces and
to enhance the profile of Sri Lanka internationally. At the
moment, Sri Lanka’s share of UN peacekeepers is far
below that of our regional peers and has declined even
more after the defeat of the "Yahapalana" Government
after the Constitutional coup. We focused on contributing
to peacekeeping operations during our period, increased
our participation in UN peacekeeping forces, but that has
declined since then. Therefore, unless Sri Lanka seriously
addresses reconciliation issues and accountability in terms
of human rights, it is highly unlikely that that situation
would change. In fact, even to promote major
investments, accountability and transparency are key
prerequisites. Sri Lanka must return to the ongoing
forums of vibrant democracies of the world, which are, in
fact, thriving economies, with a view to benefitting from
the resultant social and economic links which would
enable raising the standard of well-being of all Sri
Lankans. As an island nation at the centre of the Orient,
Sri Lanka must be close to major powers for mutual
benefit, but relations with each cannot be zero-sum in
relation to another.

The US is our major market just like the EU is another
and therefore, relations with those countries and the UK
must be further nurtured, taking into account the common
values and interests like democracy, respect for human
rights and the rule of law. And, we have to examine as to
why the major corporations of the US and the EU have no
major investments in Sri Lanka. Relations with China, as
one of the most important commercial partners, must be
deepened with a view to creating more balanced bilateral
trade. India is our closest partner or nation in all aspects,
specially when it comes to our economy and secuiry, and
maintaining a steady and a deep relationship with India is
a sine qua non for Sri Lanka’s progress in all aspects. We
must work with China, India and all the key nations
which use the Indian Ocean to ensure strategic harmony
in the Indian Ocean Region for promoting security and
stability much needed to ensure sustained economic
progress for all nations in the Indian Ocean littoral.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.59 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 24th February, 2023.
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