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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 05™ August, 2020)

A

Abegunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa Pahalage (Kalutara)
Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardana, Yapa Mahinda (Matara)

Abeywardena, Wajira (National List) [From 22nd July, 2022]
Adaikkalanathan, Selvam (Vanni)

Ahamed, Zenulabdeen Naseer (Batticaloa)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Alles, Tiran (National List)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil (Kurunegala)

Amarasuriya, Miss Harini (National List)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Appuhamy, Makevita Arachchige Don Hector Haijinas (Puttalam)
Arambepola, Mrs. Wijayapala Sri Narayana Wasala Bandaranayake Mohottalalage Seetha Kumari (National List)
Athaullah, Ahmad Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Athukorala, Amarakeerthi (Polonnaruwa) [Died, 09th May, 2022]
Athukorala, Palawaththe Athukoralalage Kapila Nuwan (Trincomalee)
Athukorala, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Athukoralage, Kariyawasam Chaminda Sampath (Galle)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kudabanda Tissa (National List)

B
Balasuriya, Tharaka (Kegalle)
Bandara, Rajapakshe Wasala Tennakoon Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Bandara, Shantha (Kurunegala)
Bathiudeen, Abdul Rishad (Vanni)
Berugoda, Vijitha (Moneragala)

C

Cabraal, Ajith Nivard (National List) [Resigned on 13th September, 2021]
Chandrasena, S.M. (Anuradhapura)
Cumaratunga, Gevindu (National List)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)
Denipitiya, Sudarshana (Badulla)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, H.M. Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)

De Silva, Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Silva, Shan Vijayalal (Galle)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dharmasena, Wijesingha Herath Mudiyanselage (Moneragala)
Dhileeban, Kulasingam (Vanni)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, Rohana (Matale)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (National List)
Dissanayake, S.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Dissanayake, Mrs. Wijekoon Mudiyanselage Manjula Wijekoon (National List)
Dissanayake, Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)

Dodangoda, Isuru (Galle)

Dolawatte, Premnath C. (Colombo)

Dushmantha, H.R. Sarathi (Kegalle)



lii

Edirimanna, Arachchige Sanjeeva (Kalutara)
Ellawala, Akila (Ratnapura)
Ellawala, Lalith (Kalutara)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Faleel, Mohamed Marjan Azmi (National List)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Johnston (Kurunegala)

Fernanado, Kachchakaduge Nalin Ruwanjiwa (Gampaha)
Fernando, Nalaka Jude Hareen (National List)
Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpetua Sudarshini (Gampaha)
Fonseka, Sarath (Gampaha)

Galappaththi, Upul Sanjeewa (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Diana (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Godahewa, Nalaka (Gampaha)

Gunathilaka, Udayakantha (Kegalle)

Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasingha (Colombo)
Gunawardena, Yadamini Narodama Rupasinghe (National List)
Gunawardene, Mrs. Kokila Harshani (Gampaha)

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Hashim, Kabir (Kegalle)

Hasim, Abdul Haleem Mohomed (Mahanuwara)
Herath, D.B. (Kurunegala)

Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Charitha (National List)
Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Vijitha (Gampaha)
Herath, Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Samanpriya (Kurunegala)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal (Ratnapura)
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Jayasumana, Channa Sudath (Anuradhapura)
Jayathilake, Withana Pathiranage Milan Sajith (Gampaha)
Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)

K

Kajendren, Selvarajah (National List)

Kalai Arasan, Thavaraja (National List)

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthri Gamage Sagara (National List)

Karunakaram, Govinthan (Batticaloa)

Karunatilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kirindigoda, Udayana Chaminda (Mahanuwara)

Kodithuwakku, Karunadasa (Matara)

Kottegoda, N. Nalaka Bandara (Matale)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumara, Wadduwage Manju Lalith Varna (Kalutara) [From 30th November, 2021]
Kumarasinghe, Mrs. Geetha Samanmale (Galle)

Kumarasiri, K.P.S. (Anuradhapura)

Lanza, Antony Nimal (Gampaha)
Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)
Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Manjula, L.H. Sudath (Kegalle)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha) [from 08th April, 2021]
Marikkar, S.M. (Colombo)

Markar, Imthiaz Bakeer (National List)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunna, Chinthaka Amal (Puttalam)

Muszhaaraff, Safiul Muthunabeen Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Muzammil, Mohomad (National List)

N

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Nalin Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Nandasena, H. (Anuradhapura)

Navarathna, Asanka Samithajeewa (Kurunegala)

Nawananda, Gayashan (Moneragala)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)
Nirmalanathan, Iruthayanathan Charles (Vanni)

Nishantha, Sanath (Puttalam)

Noharathalingam, S. (Vanni)

Pasqual, Anupa Pium (Kalutara)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)

Pathirana, Ramesh (Galle)

Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodiyabaduge Dilan Priyanjan Anslem (Badulla)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Ketagoda Gamage Jayantha (National List) [Resigned on 06th July, 2021] [Reappointed on 17th
September, 2021]

Perera, Kulappu Arachchige Don Dhammika (National List) [From 10th June, 2022]

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Eardley Priyantha (Puttalam)
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Piyathissa, Nimal (Nuwara Eliya)

Ponnambalam, Gajenthirakumar Gankesar (Jaffna)
Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)
Premarathne, Uddika (Anuradhapura)

Prishanthi, Mrs. Muditha (Ratnapura)

Priyantha, Ashoka (Puttalam)

Pushpakumara, A.P. Jagath (Moneragala)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Raghavan, Surendra (National List)

Raheem, Abdul Ali Sabri Mohamed (Puttalam)

Rahuman, Mohomed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Basil Rohana (National List) [From 07th July, 2021] [Resigned on 09th June, 2022]
Rajapaksa, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Shasheendra (Moneragala)

Rajapakse, Ajith (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Gunathilaka (Mahanuwara)

Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pathirannehelage Upul Mahendra (Gampaha)
Rajapakshe, Raja Manthreelage Thilak (Digamadulla)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (Jaffna)

Ramanayake, AA. Ranj an Leo Sylvester (Gampaha) [Membership terminated according to Supreme Court Decision of 12th January, 2021]
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Rameshwaran, Marudapandy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)

Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)

Ranawaka, Nipuna (Matara)

Ranaweera, Bulathwalage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)

Rathana Thero, Ven.Athuraliya (National List) [From 18th December, 2020]
Rathnasekara, Basnayaka Yasarathnalage Gunapala (Kurunegala)
Rathnayaka, Kumarasiri (Moneragala)

Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Rathwaththe, Lohan (Mahanuwara)

Sabry, Mohomed Uwais Mohomed Ali (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara) [Resigned on 25th November, 2021]
Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samarawickrama, S. Jagath (Polonnaruwa) [From 17th May, 2022]
Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Santhirakanthan, Sivanesathurai (Batticaloa)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senarathne, Rajitha (Kalutara)

Seneviratne, John (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sirisena, Maithreepala (Polonnaruwa)

Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaftna)

Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)

Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)

Sumithraarachchi, Jagath Kumara (Colombo)
Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)



Tennakoon, Premitha Bandara (Matale)
Thennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)
Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)

Thisakutti Arachchige, Chaminda Janaka (Badulla)
Thondaman, Jeevan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Muhamedu Shariff (Trincomalee)

Udayakumar, Mailvaganam (Nuwara Eliya)
Udukumbura, U.K. Sumith (Kurunegala)
Undugoda, Rupasinghage Pradeep Saman Kumara (Colombo)

A%
Vidanagamage, Amith Thenuka (Badulla)
Vitarana, Tissa (National List)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Waleboda, Gamini (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithradevi (Ratnapura)

Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerasekera, Sarath (Colombo)

Weerasingha, D. (Digamadulla)

Weerasinghe, Gamage Haththotuwa Weerasumana (Matara)
Weerasinghe, Jayantha (National List)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (National List)

Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Rajika (Kegalle)

Wickremesinghe, Ranil (National List) [From 18th June, 2021] [Elected to Office of President on 20th July, 2022]
Wigneswaran, Canagasabapathy Viswalingam (Jaffna)
Wijesekera, Kanchana (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapura)
Withana, M.W.D. Sahan Pradeep (Gampaha)

Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Vijaya (Ratnapura)
Withanage, Madhura (Colombo)

Yapa, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yapabandara, Wasantha (Mahanuwara)
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Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local
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Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation - The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Attorney-at-Law

Minister of Fisheries — The Hon. Douglas Devananda

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of Parliament — The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha,
Attorney-at-Law

Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media — The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana

Minister of Health and Minister of Water Supply — The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella

Minister of Agriculture and Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation - The Hon. Mahinda
Amaraweera

Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms — The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC

Minister of Tourism and Lands — The Hon. Harin Fernando

Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries — The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana

Minister of Urban Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip — The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga

Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC

Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs — The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka

Minister of Power and Energy — The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera

Minister of Environment — The Hon. Naseer Ahamed

Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment — The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara

Minister of Public Security — The Hon. Tiran Alles

Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food Security — The Hon. Nalin Fernando

Minister of Irrigation and Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs — The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe
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STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion - The Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara
State Minister of Finance - The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya

State Minister of Investment Promotion - The Hon. Dilum Amunugama

State Minister of Agriculture - The Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, Attorney-at-Law
State Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government - The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura
State Minister of Finance - The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe

State Minister of Technology - The Hon. Kanaka Herath

State Minister of Urban Development and Housing - The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage
State Minister of Defence - The Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon

State Minister of Transport - The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna

State Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs - The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka

State Minister of Ports and Aviation - The Hon. Premalal Jayasekara

State Minister of Urban Development and Housing - The Hon. Arundika Fernando

State Minister of Piriven Education - The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda

State Minister of Plantation Industries - The Hon. Lohan Rathwaththe

State Minister of Water Supply - The Hon. Sanath Nishantha

State Minister of Foreign Affairs - The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya

State Minister of Power and Energy - The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath

State Minister of Highways - The Hon. Siripala Gamalath

State Minister of Justice and Prison Affairs - The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne

State Minister of Trade - The Hon. S. Viyalanderan

State Minister of Power and Energy - The Hon. D.V. Chanaka

State Minister of Indigenous Medicine - The Hon. Sisira Jayakody, Attorney-at-Law
State Minister of Fisheries - The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva

State Minister of Small and Medium Enterprises Development - The Hon. Prasanna Ranaweera
State Minister of Livestock Development - The Hon. D.B. Herath

State Minister of Irrigation - The Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa

State Minister of Health - The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola

State Minister of Mass Media - The Hon. Shantha Bandara

State Minister of Rural Economy - The Hon. K. Kader Masthan

State Minister of Home Affairs - The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha

State Minister of Education - The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar

State Minister of Women and Child Affairs - The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Samanmale Kumarasinghe
State Minister of Higher Education - The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan

State Minister of Tourism - The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage

State Minister of Rural Road Development - The Hon. Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan
State Minister of Primary Industries - The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake

State Minister of Social Empowerment - The Hon. Anupa Pasqual
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RECEIVING OFFICER — Mr. B. K. Sampath

SHROFF — Mr. M.G.N.G. Dharmasena

STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) - Mr. M.P.P. G. Silva

PURCHASING OFFICER - Mr. A E.S.P. Perera

STOREKEEPER —

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER — Mr. D.L.D. Adikari

DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. K. K. D. Hannadi

SENIOR CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) — Mr. W.G.W.M.P.P.B. Weerakoon
CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) — Mr. C.S. Balasooriya

SENIOR INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. S.S. Elvitigala

INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. C. U. B. Gamage

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER — Mrs. A.L.A.U. Amarasinghe

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.R.A. de Mel, Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne, Mr. P.R. Karunathilake, Mr. P.A.S. Lalith
Kumara

TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. N.D.C.D. Kannangara, Mr. N.M.S.S. Nawarathne
TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) - Mrs. H.D. Jayakody, Mr. P. R. Wickramaarachchi
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CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES) - Mr. R. H. Edirisinghe
EXECUTIVE CHEF - Mr.L.K.C.S. Gajanayake

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. D.D.I. Thushara

F & B MANAGER - Mr. K.M.H. Nalin Rodrigo

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER - Mr. W. S. S. Perara

SOUS CHEF - Mr. D.M.M.M.B. Ulapane
ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. M.D. Perera

RESTAURANT MANAGERS - Mr. K.AA. Jayantha, Mr. L.P. Perera, Mr. K.A.D.A. Wijesiri, Mr. M. K. N. Daminda, Mr. K.S. Sumanaweera,
Mr. M.G.U. Jayasiri, Mr. S.A.N. Senadheera

GARDEN SUPERVISOR — Mr. R.M.J. Rajapaksha
SENIOR HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna, Mr. K.N. Basnayake, Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri
HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS — Mr. G.R.S.K.D. Gamlath, Mr. B.D. Pushpakumara

F & B SUPERVISORS - Mr. BM.C. Perera, Mr. G.D. Anil, Mr. W. N. R. Wijewardena, Mr. D. H. B. B. Pathamasiri, Mr. N. W. M. Turin, Mr. H.
D. T. Priyantha, Mr. A.D.D.S. Gunasekara, Mr. S.J. Gamage, Mr. H.R.K.S.K.Peiris, Mr. W.D.S.R.Kumara, Mr. J.A.S.K. Jayakody, Mr. D.S.
Rohana, Mr. U.A.D. Nishantha

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. G.A. Wijesinghe
CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr. P.R. Wijesinghe, Mr. B.T.R. Hewamana , Mr. R.P. Helambage, Mr. M.W.W.M.P.C.C. Walgama,

LEADING COOKS - Mr. J.M.R. Premalal, Mr. K.D. Piyasiri, Mr. D.A.A. Amarathunga, Mr. H. Wijesiri, Mr. A.A.D. Suranga, Mr. K.V.A.
Jayawardene, Mr. W.R.G.A.P. Patrick, Mr. R M.M. Srimal, Mr. G.S.P. Suraweera, Mr. B.A.P. Pushpakumara

SENIOR ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. M.M. Dharmasena

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. H.E. Janakantha Silva

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. M.J. Perera, Mr. M.M.M. Mabrook (Assistant Directors - Administration); Mr. P.H. Kumarasinghe, Mr. K.R. Herath
(Principal Officers); Mrs. V.P.G.S. Vidanapathirana, Mr. R.A.R.L. Ranawaka (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. A.C.F. Nusrath, Mrs. A.N.D.
Gunarathna (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. H.E.C. Silva, Mr. U.P.B.M. Undugoda, Miss E.H. Jayaweera, Mr. K.D.G.M. Krisantha
(Parliamentary Officers)

BILLS OFFICE - Mr. D.D.U.K. Munasinghe (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. A.S. De Silva (Principal Officer); Mr. J. Naseerdeen
(Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. K.C.K. Peiris, Mrs. R.A.D.N. Geyowanee (Assistant Principal Officers); Mr. J.T.L.P. Sameera, Miss. D.R.K.
Ranasinghe (Parliamentary Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. C.I. Dissanayake, (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. K. P. Chandana (Principal Officer); Mrs. U. N. Panditha
(Deputy Principal Officer); Mr. R.C. Wijeyathilake, Mr. D.G.M.S.M. Dehigahalanda, Mrs. W.M.L.M. Weerasinghe (Assistant Principal Officers);
Mrs. H.N. Fernandopulle (Parliamentary Officer)

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. N.S. Wickramarathne, Mrs. A.C.P. Suriyapperuma
(Assistant Directors - Administration); Mrs. C.M. Bulathsinhala, Mrs. C.M. Subashinghe (Principal Officers); Mrs. B.J. Abeysinghe, Mr. S.A.M.
Shaheed (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. G.R.U. Gamage, Mrs. W. L. S. D. de Alwis, Mr. KM.G.K. Jayawardana, Mrs. U.M.S. Prabashini
(Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. J.M.S. Nirmani, Miss G.K.C. Thilakarathna, Mrs. R.C. Kulathilaka, Mrs. G.M.H.S. Gamlath, Miss. H.M.D.

Lakmali , Mrs. M. S. Bandulahewa (Parliamentary Officers)

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. K.T.C.K. Peiris (Assistant Director - Administration); Miss. S.R.M.H.G. Samaradiwakara
(Principal Officer); Mrs. S.W.T.R. de Silva, Mrs. J.A.D. Jayasinghe (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. K.T.L.A. Chandrasiri (Assistant principal
Officer)

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. A.AS.P. Perera (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. W.W.N.N.C.
Fernando, (Principal Officer); Mrs. M. K. S. D. Alwis, Mrs. LK. Samarasekera, Mrs. D.V.O. Weerakoon (Deputy Principal Officers); Miss
R.M.D.K. Priyadarshani (Assistant Principal Officer); Miss D.I.T. Sarathchandra (Parliamentary Officer)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed

DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss. K.D.S. Wijenayake

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. G. Ratnayake

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN GRADE I - Mr. W.A. Gunarathna

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. H.AS.S. Perera

CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER - Mrs. G.R.A. Godagama

SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICERS- Mr. M. Ajiwadeen, Mrs. P.L.T. Erandathi



Ixviii

RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. RN.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mr. V. Muralithas
CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETER - Mr. W.M.U. Bandara
DEPUTY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. JLA.S.P. Perera, Mr. C.J. Karunaratne

SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. K.D.R. Padmasiri, Mr. A. Saravanabavanandan, Mr. A.G. Mohamed Fiqrhi, Mr. G.F.B.
Sureshwaran, Mrs. N.B.C.J. Nissanga, Mrs. H.V.S. Heendeniya, Mr. P.L.P.L. Kumarasiri, Mr. P. Shanthakumar, Mr. S. Rameshkumar, Mrs. R.
Vasanthi Perera, Mr. M. Ajithkumar, Mr. M.H.M. Ramis, Mrs. A.L.A.D. Thiumini, Mr. E.A. Amarasena, Mr. E.M.N.S.M. Ekanayake

PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. D.D.V.N. Dhammage, Mr. M.Z.M. Azka, Mr. M.I.M. Fazi, Mr. N.J. Wickramage, Mr. P.M.A.
Hussain, Mr. B.M. Razeel, Mr. S. Pradeep

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR (INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT) - Mr. HM.C. Perera
SYSTEMS ENGINEER - Mr. N.B.U. Nawagamuwa

SYSTEMS ANALYST - Mr. C.J. Willoraarachchi

COMMUNICATION / SECURITY ENGINEER - Mr. G.N. Lakmahal

SYSTEMS DESIGNER - Mr. M.N.C. Wickramasinghe

SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. A.S.D.M. Wickramaratne

WEB AND NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. N.G.L.S. Karunathilaka
SENIOR COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS- Mr. D. Panditha, Miss P.M.M. Chandima
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. S.A.A.B. Athukorala

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (SINHALA/ ENGLISH) - Mr. U.L. Geeganage

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (ENGLISH/ TAMIL) - Mr. M.N.M. Shifaq

SENIOR HELP DESK CO-ORDINATOR - Mrs. B.N.H. Thissera

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mr. W.V.R. Wickramaratne

SENIOR COMPUTER OPERATORS - Mrs. P. Jehanya, Mr. J.S. Colombage, Mrs. K.G.S. Sewwandhi, Mr. W.H.U.D. Piyatunga,
Mr. N.D.D.P. Premasiri, Mr. K.P.P.S. Romawardana, Mrs. W.D.A. Jayarukshi, Mr. L.G. Ashiq Aly, Mr. A.R.M. Rikaz Ali, Mr. A.M. Fowsul
Ameen

SENIOR COMPUTER TECHNICIANS - Mr. G.M.T. Perera, Mr. H.S. Sathyajith
SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS - Mr. V.R.S.J. Somaratne, Mr. W.S. Suranga

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION

PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICER - Mrs. Y.L.R. Nootan

MEDIA OFFICER (STILL AND VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHY) - Mr. U.G.N. Duminda
PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICE COORDINATOR (TAMIL) - Mr. S. Jeyaprakash
MEDIA OFFICE COORDINATOR (SINHALA) - Mr. S.A.SK. Silva



3:5C8e®@ni Borc

BE Da&m00
B Com YT 30808 sy Tses
50D 8r8EBe®sIHD - nETDB) 3t Dadw

LTI T@hHLO6TMD eiled T hkIdse6ir
B BTT 9 Wldemnas
Pleviinsd FarhTids CFTaFedlFds @ lqwiyHledr
QPETLISTOUS| LITTTEHLOGTMLD = CLPSTDHToUL| dn Ll L g CGTLT

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

OFFICIAL REPORT
THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
NINTH PARLIAMENT - THIRD SESSION

298 D2 zvedws

Osr@g) 298

VOLUME 298

38Ee®539d
LIT T T (@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2022 200,088 23 Oz &¢aga
2022 pourii- 23, 1jpevrsslipsnin
Wednesday, 23rd November, 2022

23.92. 9.300 2288e®xInd def Be.
DONBDHR® [©6; BT woxsr gedDEDL Bwmo]
§Roesz¥0e) Bes.
urrmepsTmd wp.u. 9.30 wenfls@hd g igwg).
FUTHTWST Sjeuiser [Lomesryllg wanlbs wriiur HCueuiger]
SHEMEVEHLD US| S ST T 6.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.

B250B8B RO Ie0sY R wvied®w

FarTHuguil_10lhHg eaubs ClFIg]
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

OWU® OB YRS
QurgiFetl LrgisTiiL0 LFsLeTid
PUBLIC SECURITY PROCLAMATION

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B9D BEHsY BHIEdRWw OO BNIBBYDIeesT & ©dm

G118 Beamda.

8 o HBes
Beobians: e Hugd
President of Sri Lanka

Boed/Beedd/00/1/12/7

Bod gomw :
2022 0% 828 0w 21 0 &n

S OBBY¢ Wiz gedOEID N Bn®
DOITNLED
G Comn ©25E00sYnd

OO DOILNBDROB,
(40 OB ¢8m95w §) Quweszn qusuSwm Goego BB

(40 9B ¢8w90w ) Bvdm godem gwn ves 12 OB DosiBows) © cdn @01
ACHC Yaod, Vudn e BVFNCOD W wewr DB gDeBmMDe e CBECEO

B creddmod BEde ©md &z SEIDED ©POE Bwd®
@2 8n8s) 08 OB coed 4 BdOs om0 Efedn yodwde QuEn wi®w
BOFOIEOD W@ ey BEDD

2205 B emnd am.

& 0. cdp pup owert 21(2) DostBe wds Bwdw yn 2(3) DosiBuw 8900 & L
258e05nD 0dn OB (H® ©cd.

©®e0 - Bmont

\9% D\
SAE BeSD@-»
530 5E8 8

Bedem

| WlalliLdaeir
ANNOUNCEMENTS

DHOINIBHDOr1ed sNBS

FUTHTWSTSH| FTITMIeHT
SPEAKER'S CERTIFICATE

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

8 G YLIEm B2 smdhed Gredln®
O10ed0ed 79 OsdEhhed BB  ymood, 2022
@z001®8 23 8 9887 “Beddn, @l 5w aBIHCIWBCIWB™
Rovd DE® (8:00ddD)” OB v eWIYBBEHS wHBWw
BONBT WOBY B¢ DO ¢BIDD) WO FenS.



3 205Ee®xInd 4

II

0% 3w gDeded gog O 83

G Blewsvd &Lt CluThHbgID aildser
RULES APPLICABLE DURING COMMITTEE STAGE

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2023 o8ww wew Sudsn sm emg®@sn wem HE®
8w m0m ww qdeShed Ddcw 2022 05001838 23 E»),
O3 ¢ ) G0®y BTOV Bwdnm 83 y¥en w8Eedxsin
0 6w gDEed el EEed®xin ©5IFOJwsY
B8sY ww v8nw ne gus’ OBe 8Eac¢ 3B w®astdewsy
Boe® 988005 OF0JesIed ¢ 0B3® w5y DM
0Cwo On wewsy Bedemiw e®® ®d WD 9edur /IO
MO S.

2022 end®d 27 8 5108 ©8Eed®sIn mOgn 8€a¢
0 6w dEfded® e® ©easTRewsY dg® Boemw amd
2wD® 0D B¥ ¢DEGEedE s §@IBDSWD/Bewds
3©D0w0, B IO &DIBDCWI PBBIDES GLIOD
OB §0¢, 8Dcedd m BB 0dxy mo» 3¢ agesy 8O
s 8y mE 9B PO O O WYIEDd GDWMBO ©wd
W05 @ Fens.

I1I

0% 839 gDeEVed DDLOVHO 83.eRId5)

G Blewev BlsPEFFBITISSTET S(HHHLD
AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE OF COMMITTEE STAGE
DISCUSSION

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©C OTFHOGA, 2023 awdie ®0m ©wwr gdEGIed
ODBOVEDE PYTA@®D, P08 ©wY BB WO
2@00:@ed ©8® B ¥ ewWDD WOYR ¢ IBBIREE 1w
B BDcwd B0 Bwdnd By €» wceaddmw S
Beoadry 9053 OB yBeadldn S BEICOD o®® ©o w®id
a0 BB @ Fens.

U] 2022 02%0@8 26 918 ewmegdics 80i¢wd @B®0
BB By Jdmss, godm e tetdmadn ®OYD
3Omwened Dw BSe 2022  ©500@®8 29 OB
eI 8¢

o 2022 02%01@28 29 OB gendDag 8Di¢wd OBRO
BB By B 0 ©wedsy »OYD ¢@N%Red D16
B8 2022 0200@826 D18 ewmgsic 8,

B0 B0 Bwdnm O, OB weerddmy arnes
eCamen ©:® O5IFOcewned® wwr edwnw Om B
Bedn 90, mS&hmD ¢5id 8I8.

B8 eFov08w 88w 5ID®
Fsoirtdlssliiul L LGS rmiser
PAPERS PRESENTED

O YOI Cemne® Bwm (2008 8:08Q% W

Booes @  ©ww Ppedl s8dded Py

8308w ®2)

(oresryflg Urgsier rewgibns - bsr oLlal®ss wHmib

afL_emioliL S| EDLOFF(HLD S TFTHISH S

PSHBHTVTFTEYID)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -
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®C YesIB SewRo® SWmo

(omesstyifl@ Lressrer remTginis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

O DOBNIDROB, B8 »ESwsTm g@ims oY
D8I @i n® ednedsy ©® 2020 D8sw wewr MEH
e} On) 8d8N5) edmBed D88 Da&md 9edur ®mIS.



5 2022 @2%0:®98 23 6

o008 Dudmr D188 WY@ T WOYD BEIC g¢@imsoonidBe
CBOERD DCD 510 00D 0wWd BE @ K18 OO ewdLsn
08,

Ygamaw S Y, ewr ®@» Sa.

afleorir QS HLILIL (B sTHmIsCIETeTeTLILIL LG
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Samanpriya Herath)
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Petition ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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2021, Sri Lanka Insurance& profit before tax was 1,725
million.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Prime Minister, apart from the legal objections
regarding a National Delimitation Committee being
appointed once again, yesterday, a Gazette Notification
has come out giving only ten days to submit proposals on
delimitation of wards. We are, of course, opposed to this
whole delimitation process itself. However, today, I am
meeting the Chairman of that National Delimitation
Committee, Mr. Mahinda Deshapriya, at the Department
of Survey in the afternoon. The only thing is, these ten
days are hardly sufficient. We have 240 odd Local
Authorities all over the country. We, as political parties,
will have to summon all the people concerned, have
discussions with them and then try to revise the
delimitation of wards. There are multi-member wards,
single-member wards and three-member wards. Also, you
have to look at the ethnic composition of those wards. 1
do not know, e®m dsice »E @Im WSH 0D
B0 03w 0dsim yodr. dm edmH® »>NO. & o
a5l Q@ OEm @ sPecsier’ my¥i YD, e
cBecD 00w 8D fPemrl, & B »SEO Om
%8B0 Bwwc@wu. @ WOsIm BBEE @8 »O Do
gzn OB, OO arn oD @BIes’. BT BIEH
P B8HIYOE, ¥ 98w guedl) DD oo WsI®
NP1 BBBOGTTeosY #Hdr O & o BwdB. v® &®
B0 €0 BBC ¢ onmd, o oWl
ewldz0d pass mO OB, B 0dE Bedsies’. &
Bw 0® Bwod®s ng a8 e®@m mdsim »®, | think ten
days are hardly sufficient. You have to review all this. -
[Interruption] No, the Gazette Notification says only ten
days. How on earth could any party submit their
proposals within ten days? So, look at all that. I do not
know whether you are really sincere about this. This may
not be a sincere exercise, that is a different matter. But,
whether you are sincere or not, please look at these
things. Anyway, I will raise this matter with the Chairman
of the Committee. He might bring the matter to you to see
whether you can extend the time.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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BB WD B OB O SDEEW DND. OO
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@mDHOY S0 BedmryDr. B, VIR 0® wwIed »A
DHBIEBT YDIoW e 8B, & V1 OO BHHY eOBD.
He is a very Senior Member. I had served in the Select
Committee on electoral reforms; he also had served in
that. I must say that the entire Provincial Council
Elections system was throttled by them when they were in
power. As a result, we have had no Provincial Council
Elections so far. We do not know how to resolve this. So,
there has to be agreement even on how to resolve that. -
[Interruption.] You say that, but you never signed; you
ran away!
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
No, no!
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I am sorry to say, you ran away. - [Interruption.] 1
have the Report here. I will show, you never signed this
Report. - [Interruption] That is how you behaved, I am

sorry to say.
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

O DOIBNIDROB, OO OB @® ©wHd EBNOW
@ D. 2023 Ded wew OB gw Di1w eCamed Bedsiesy
"208) @NEIBY dwnn' Bwm wdwmwe. Emn OB ded
ORI @ WO oery. YN8, "l CI® wweHm"
Bwes) mdemw 0® g¢w D1e eFamed euindon eDEr B3L.
Em BO1de oty A, I 208 a8 Burlesd. wi) cI®
D100 YAOFWen BZO B8EACO 8B o wimdLH ®eo.
Em owieB BuE a8 Bumo.

OO DOIBIBHR Do
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWSEST Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Em B8Dced Bwrim.\

©C O8I BeBBS wmo

(oressryifl @ Fllbe alGedln))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

@D S 6OWR. S OB y» Yo B,
v ©w OBOCme Y& W B VB, Y
O E»O o 0® WosIm wisTer). On® & weed



11 208Ee@xInd 12

[0c ©8sie Bed88 @wmn]

Peny BB evsImI 8 ¢t YedBw wwo &sice »E
OB wmYDow B HOB qud esemsIes’. e¢m® IWE.
YN8, 8 059008 In» meg. RVINOTIEed BrndeB
OBCE BnO8w OB »OB vy EH GeBLD oS
Em wog. 90 En Busin By ew.

®O @B Omaxred Dwmo

(orevr i@ Camar aflgrearCs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)

@01 DOBNIDROB, 2OOBR® 0® Bled yma
928 ®EI® ©® Ced BBy BE EeDIWR §Bedm OB
e0sier’. 20®BnE Bwrds, CBE Bn@Bew OBn® oy
@ BCED TEEDBT B8 WK BBIew BOFOTesY A,
gesc0ed,-

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

& msenn BDD.

@S 8RB 69T Owmo

(wrehr i@ wpeflyi ram=worsir)
(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

23 8Sedcs.
STUPIBSTTT.
rose.

OO DOIBNBDHR Do
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©C §8Y 5T ©BTEn®s.

@S 8RB 6@z O

(1orevorifle; apedlyi ram=omeir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) V.Radhakrishnan)
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(The Hon. Nimal Lanza)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. [/avanr 58@zf] @0 vy
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

OO WONEWROB, O DB ©wWd WO, HSY
08xY¢ DedBl Os5Ign®ed w83, On® gyuBs SO
895800 Bwr, ©d BOE Twr OTFn® 0dm. D@ e®
ydme 28Eedsined dmnw »BJYDY ewrd mOsIm. @@
Ded a6

[Gcrzned ¢t 88 9O wom cE.]
[ysalrrFsvds s 1_swentiiiy yammLLL Blersnd]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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up from his seat and went up to the Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
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ovsIy ¥oOsIe? [sin HE5®@] In that case, the Hon. Member
must be given the opportunity to withdraw what he said.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, please ask him to leave the Chamber.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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article which appeared in the "Frontline" magazine after
our discussion on that decisive day. On that decisive day,
the Prime Minister was the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe;
he was acting for the President. This is what, the false
news, the "Frontline" carried: "Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe announces his resignation".
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said, "Correction to my earlier tweet on consensus to ask
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studied in the USA. I do not repent studying in the United
States. [ know the hardships of the poor in the United States;
I know the hardships of the working people in the United
States, how they bargain, how they compromise and how
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

[11.17 am.]
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Chairman, for the time given to say
a few words on the Votes of the long list of 25
institutions including the President, the Judges of the
Superior Courts, independent Commissions and so on.

Before 1 get to the subject matter, I wish to clarify
what we did at the Vote last evening. I did explain it right
at the end of my speech, but nevertheless, the time was
insufficient. Therefore, I would like to say that right
through the Debate on the Second Reading, all Members
of the Tamil National Alliance, every one of us, criticized
the Budget for various reasons; I do not need to repeat
that. Ordinarily, we would have had to, therefore, vote
against the Budget at its Second Reading. However, we
took a decision not to cast our vote against the Budget at
its Second Reading for one reason and that is because the
Hon. President has, on numerous occasions in the last ten
days, repeatedly said that he wants to resolve the Tamil
national question and has invited Tamil parties to have
discussions with him. We have publicly expressed our
scepticism about that invitation. Nevertheless, when there
is a hand stretched out by the President himself, we
thought we must reciprocate in some way and therefore,
would not vote against the Budget as a signal of our bona
fides in this matter.
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[At this stage, the Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe entered the
Chamber.]
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Now that the Hon. President is also here, I might say
that in Sinhala.

S0d med (OB aqn D@ 00 O Bwded® &xig
B08e® € 28 J0 90080 Bricw enecsIy 0¥nd ©® ¢
S19188 WO ¢B¥BN. v D1wd SGdND »OA a8 m weg.
ec®g Hfm widmed O5IFO0ET v®ecrN® gw D1wd
86 dQD M WmEr. e Ow @¢dm 06 Bwded &xve
Be8e02 g8 30 50D #xicw osin@ Bled. s
B5038BR® 50 O v ed LT FneD BB
D00 W WO, "¢Bg HBm yE»IWD DO eWIBBIB
g0y, ec®g VWBOERD O @0sN WO, HOCE
WD WO BB qud @6dBN WE. OB
205000 @@ 000D 48 gw D1wd BGdRD Brvew
@) O WIC BN BB B, &8 B¥cw 2o®sy DB
83wo.

As I walked into the Chamber today, there was a
discussion between the Chief Opposition Whip and the
Hon. Prime Minister, and I want to make -certain
observations with regard to that. As has been observed in
Article 4 (c) of our Constitution, the judicial power of the
people shall be exercised by Parliament through courts,
tribunals and other institutions. Even in that, a reservation
is made with regard to the powers and Privileges of
Parliament and its Members, which Parliament would
directly exercise and has not been delegated to the
Judiciary. So, the Judiciary 1is independent, the
Constitution stipulates that also in the Chapter on the
Judiciary. Nevertheless, the sovereign judicial power is
vested in Parliament and it is Parliament that exercises it
through courts. There is, sometimes, a confusion with
regard to references being made to judicial decisions and I
might cite the previous Standing Orders.

The previous Standing Order No. 78 read thus, I
quote:

“The conduct of the President, or acting President, Members of
Parliament, Judges or other persons engaged in the administration
of justice shall not be raised except upon a substantive motion;....”

This Standing Order was amended in the new
Standing Orders which came into effect on the 15" of
April, 2018. There, the words “ The conduct" have been
changed into “The personal conduct”. So, presently, as
the Standing Order reads, it is only the personal conduct
of the President or acting President, Members of
Parliament or Judges that should not be discussed except
upon a substantive motion. That is an important change;
what was said to be “The conduct” has now been
restricted to “ The personal conduct” and that was done
advisedly. I remember being in the Committee on
Standing Orders at that time which made that
Amendment and the Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison
Affairs and Constitutional Reforms was also a Member of
that. So, we made this recommendation and Parliament
adopted the new Standing Orders which changed it. The
reason why I am mentioning this is that when judicial
power of the people is vested in Parliament but that
power is exercised by another body, surely Parliament
must be in a place to discuss that, not the personal
conduct of the judges - no, that, you cannot except upon a
substantive motion - but the judicial conduct and
judgments. In any case, judgments can be criticized even
outside Parliament, as the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
pointed out. Lord Atkin said, “Justice is not a cloistered
virtue; it must suffer the scrutiny of ordinary men". So,
that can be done even outside, but within Parliament,
Parliament has a very sacred and special duty to discuss
even the conduct of judges, not only judgments.

So, having clarified that, may I raise another issue
with regard to the Office on Missing Persons. I
mentioned this yesterday, too, but now that allocations
are being discussed at the Committee Stage today, it is an
important issue. When the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera
presented the Bill on the Office on Missing Persons, the
President - he was the Prime Minister then - will recall,
only three people spoke: the Minister who presented the
Bill, the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake from the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna and myself. The then Members of
the Opposition disturbed the Proceedings, approached the
Hon. Foreign Minister and tried to disrupt the passage of
that Bill. However, it was passed. What was contained in
this Bill which has now become an Act? It is a
mechanism to investigate those who have been
disappeared, the enforced disappearances. That is why
enforced disappearances also had to be made an offence
in this country. So, that is an Office which is vested, by
law, with the power to make investigations to find out
what happened to them; primarily, that is the duty.

In 2017, an allocation of Rs. 500 million was made
for this Office to be given away as interim payments.
Some people think that that is compensation. No. For
compensation, there is another office, the Office for
Reparations. That Bill was also passed in the last
Parliament. These are interim payments for the
dependents of the person who has been disappeared, for
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their livelihood. It was announced that Rs. 6,000 a month
would be paid, but what we find is that out of that Rs. 500
million, only Rs. 11 million was paid. Then, in the 2021
Budget, another Rs. 300 million was allocated and when
that was allocated, it was said that that was in addition to
the allocation already made. I know that when an
allocation is made for a year, that ends with that year. So,
what was envisaged was that the entire Rs. 500 million
would be spent in that one year, but only Rs. 11 million
was spent. But, when Rs. 300 million was set apart, it was
said that that was in addition to the Rs. 500 million; Rs.
800 million was allocated. But, nothing was paid out of
that Rs. 300 million also; only Rs. 11 million was paid.
That is, recognizing that their relative, their breadwinner
has been disappeared. But, that does not absolve this
Office of its core duty of conducting investigations to find
what happened to them. The relatives of the disappeared
want to know what happened to them. The State has an
obligation to make these payments, but that is by the way.
The primary obligation is to investigate to see what
happened to them. Five years on, not a single
investigation has been done by this Office and the
Chairman has the gall to say that no one has disappeared!
I mentioned this yesterday, too. He says no one has
disappeared. So, there are two different tasks. One is, the
interim payments - even that has not been done properly -
but the core function of this Office is yet to start.

I am mentioning this today in this way because the
Hon. President was seen greeting the South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa at the Airport here, cutting a
cake for his birthday and announcing that South Africa is
willing to help in the reconciliation process. All that is
very good. But, reconciliation begins with the
ascertainment of the truth. There is no reconciliation by
sweeping the truth under the carpet. That must be made
known. It is only by the first act of ascertainment of the
truth that there can be true reconciliation. You set up an
Office five years ago, but you have not had even one
investigation done. Then, when you say, “We are serious
about reconciliation”, are we to be blamed for saying that
those words sound hollow? Are we to be blamed for that?
Your actions must be louder than your words. But, all we
have is words, words and words, nothing on the ground.

And, as I speak, more lands are being acquired. On the
23" of September, a letter was sent by the Ministry of
Lands to acquire the balance lands that are around Palaly,
1,614 acres.

The Government has repeatedly said that they are
releasing these lands.

@6 OBE Sp®8Bow dwm (VB8BR®), godSBwm
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - President, Minister of
Defence and Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization

and National Policies)
Where are the lands?

@G 98.8. @I BSsT Owmo
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Around the Palaly Airport, Hon. President.

©C 6B E Bn @8 Owmo
(revrLfl@ rewfley allédrvdnian)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
I will look into that.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

On the 23" of September, a letter was sent to continue
with the acquisition process that was commenced in
2013. In 2013, when the acquisition process started, the
extent to be acquired was 6,438 acres. There are 2,176
petitioners challenging that before the Court of Appeal
and I appear for them; I must disclose my interest
according to the etiquette. So, I appear for those 2,176
petitioners and most of their lands have been released. It
is true that most of their lands have been released, but it
is on one acquisition order. The part that has not been
released is about 2,000 acres and out of that, they have
given instructions to go ahead and acquire 1,614 acres.
So, on the one hand, we hear words about reconciliation,
resettlement and release of lands, but on the other, we see
the opposite happening. I am thankful that the President
just responded saying that he will look in to that.

Similarly, we have brought to your attention how the
Forest Department, the Department of Wildlife
Conservation and more than anything else, the
Department of Archaeology have been using those
special laws given to them to move our people out of
their lands, lands they have occupied for generations.
Suddenly, overnight, stones are placed around their
boundaries and they are told, "You cannot enter those
places anymore". This is happening as I speak. So, where
is that reconciliation?

We welcome the President’s initiative when he says,
"We will resolve everything". The President made this
speech in Vavuniya too and said that all the people must
agree on what the solution should be, and we are
agreeable. Nothing will be sustainable if one section or
the other of our people oppose it. We understand that. We
want all the people of this country to be content, be
satisfied and feel secure that this is their country. So, we
welcome you initiative, Hon. President. You know that
this particular matter has received a lot of attention over
the years, even during the last Parliament under your
Chairmanship in the Steering Committee. The Hon.
Prime Minister was also a Member, and we went through
that whole process. There is a large amount of consensus
and there are only a few things that need to be sorted out.
That can be done and resolved even in a day’s sitting. We
do not even require three months. That is crucial because
if we are looking to the South African example, that is
what happened there. They have told us in previous times
when we visited there, "Secure your future before you
look at your past". In South Africa, a political change
happened before they could look at accountability issues.
So, that fundamental change must happen. And, in my
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humble opinion, that must precede other measures. Sure
enough, you need to do a lot of confidence-building
exercises because there is a serious lack of trust and
suspicion because of the long history and what has
happened. So, that issue is there.

Therefore,  confidence-building  measures  are
important, but what is crucial is to settle the core issue,
the root issue and then look at other justice and
accountability issues because then, people will have a
very different outlook on how to resolve those.

Hon. President, on this occasion when we discuss also
your Votes, we recognize that, perhaps, you are the only
person in this House, although you are not a Member of
this House today, who has the longest experience even in
this matter. You were part of the Government team which
negotiated with the TULF from the middle to the end of
1986, which later ended with the Indo-Lanka Accord and
the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which we
did not accept as a meaningful scheme of devolution.
Nevertheless, the President has been involved in this from
that time onwards and knows everything that is to know
about the resolution of this issue. We also have, as I
speak, former President Rajapaksa here, who appointed
the All Party Representative Committee - APRC - headed
by the Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana. They came up with a
Report. Although we were not invited to it and we did not
participate in that Committee, that is a good Report. Many
Members in the front row of the Government side today
were Members in the Cabinet in August, 2000 when
President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga actually
brought in a Constitution Bill to Parliament. The United
National Party at that time, led by the President, opposed
it only because of a transitional provision with regard to
Executive Presidency, not because of the devolution
arrangements in that. So, all of these consensus, we have,
but we have yet to take it over the line. That is what has
been entrusted to the President now.

As we seek to come out of this economic crisis, the
political crisis intertwined with the economic crisis. If the
country is to have a due image, if the country is to infuse
new confidence in the world stage, then there has to be a
firm political resolution to this political crisis that has
plagued this country ever since Independence. I have
heard the President say more than once, “At the75th
Anniversary of the Independence, we all must be children
of one mother”. That is a good ideal to work towards, but
there is a very short time before that. And, I want to
repeat what we have said in public: we are willing to
work with you constructively to achieve that objective
you have enunciated; we are willing to do that to achieve
the reasonable and legitimate aspirations of our people
and indeed, of all the people who live in this country.

You will be aware that in the last Parliament when we
went through the process of constitutional reform through
the Constitutional Assembly, our leader, the Hon. R.
Sampanthan, repeatedly told this House that he wants the
new Constitution accepted at a Referendum. He said, “I
do not want to do anything behind the back of the
majority people of this country; everyone must feel

secure". So, that is our desire as well, that the majority
people of this country must also accept it. More than 40
countries in the world today have a federal form of
government. Those are the strongest countries in the
world. More than 40 per cent of the population of the
world are in federal countries.

You have others who are quasi-federal and who
sometimes call themselves unitary, like the Great Britain,
where the extent of devolution is far more than even in a
federal form of government. We do not ask for something
that is not found anywhere in the world. We are asking
for something that is reasonable, that is practised all
around the globe, which will ensure that all our people
will live with dignity and self-respect in this country, and
we want the majority people in this country to understand
and accept that. After all, you are a preponderant
majority, no one can shift that.

It was the Hon. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, in 1926, who
introduced the idea of federalism to this country, not the
Tamil leaders. The first political party that adopted a
resolution on federalism was the Communist Party in
1934 through the Vaidialingam-Keuneman proposals. It
was the Kandyan chiefs who asked for a federal form of
government, twice before the Donoughmore and the
Soulbury Constitutions. So, it cannot be bad for the
Sinhala people because it was the Sinhala leaders who
asked for it.

It is true that, over time, wrong messages have been
communicated to the country and there are suspicions.
Those must be allayed and we must resolve this in a just
way so that we all can then stand up, as the President
envisages, on the 04th of February, 2023 as children of
one mother.

Thank you.

OO BWIBBRO

(oredryilg sallerari ojouissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. President Ranil Wickremesinghe.

[11.46 a.m.]
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - President, Minister of

Defence and Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization

and National Policies)

Hon. Chairman, first, I would like to tell the Hon.
Sumanthiran that when we were in Vavuniya the day
before yesterday, we did discuss and sorted out the
problems regarding the Department of Wildlife
Conservation and the Forest Department. It is a problem
confined not only to the North, but prevelant in most
parts of the country. So, we will be taking that up.

(omessTyifl @
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Having said that, I think about the ethnic problem in
this country or whatever you call it, from 1984 till now,
we have spoken about it and there is nothing new to talk
about it, but just to decide what is relevant and what
needs to be done. I think we can do it by next year, by the
75™ Anniversary of Independence, which is my aim. If
you cannot do it by then, you may not have that Sri Lanka
by 2048.

One thing we have to do is, build up confidence
among the Tamil community. We also have to build up
confidence among the Sinhala community, who has
reasonable concerns as to where it will lead. Finally, we
are also looking at the Muslim community and we have
discussed at the Security Council to release all those
young people against whom there is no evidence.

Now, let me move on to the other matters that were
referred to here.
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®0 98.8. @I BSsT Swmo
(omevorLyLfl@ 6TiD.6T. &rLobreir)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Which one?

@G 6B S 8n®&ew» Owm

(omevsrLyLil@ rewflev allédrvdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

To resolve the ethnic issue, as to how we bring a
solution to it and how we are going to live as children of
one mother. ¢y 99 S8, PO O>wE. VARSI
Omee? dmwe, de OO0 Bwuwsin). @6 eOEHO OB
OD8. onyd nosiusy OBn® dmwe?

O O ®esIessT DHnmn
(orenTLyfl@ wBsrm %Gewresir)
(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
Yes, obviously.

@G 6B E Bn®&ew Owm

(oreirLfl@ remilsy allsdlrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Obviously! Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, will you all
agree? - [Interruption.] So, we all think alike, do we not?
We all want to have a settlement.

o6 BB cBEOsT BBy EE ©vmo
(orerfl@ FLLSHrent] svgagost &liflsTelsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(oo TR ANIZY S STON)

(oressrLl @ sellsTeri ojauiser)
(The Hon. Chairman)
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(oressrfl@ FLLSgTemtl vFagLoesr &liflsTsLev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)
NGRS gHBIB DN

©G 6B E dn®&ow» Owmo

(orevrLfl@ rewfley alléd rvdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

29 HOC BerIm. g¢ Bamde? g wIe@d
B3¢ BesIm g Bestm. ©0 e@m» 3B
Yoy, goB®0 ©w8 BusIm. ©0 EY amceTgE
OBn®ed S0 2m» BOG®Y wrim Bedmdr. Sew®
BHO OO e, & OB ¢ eerIm), ODOSH. [@ri
BE@zf]

®O Oy ®esIess’ Dwmn

(omessrLyifl @ @err &Gewwrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
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O e ®esIessy Dwnmo
(oreryfl@ wBerr &Gswresir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
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@6 OBE Bn@8ow Dwmo

(orenrfl@ remilsy allsdlrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

©0T e0dg MOICN® OTEHROA, VIO IC®
@820 el 053¢?

®0 98.8. 3®sIBSHT Swmo
(omevorLL0@ 6TiD.6T. Lo Teir)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

298 8Seddcs.

STUPIBSITIT.

rose.

®3 B9S8R0

(ore i@ saflsTeri oautssr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran?

®©0 98.8. 3®sIBSsT Swmo

(omevorLyLil@ 6TiD.6T. &0 reir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. President, if you would call for a meeting of all
parties as soon as we conclude the Budget Debate, we can
finish it before the 31% of December.

@6 OBE Dn@8ow Owmo

(orenTfl@ remfilsy allsalrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Okay, I will call for a meeting. Once we finish the
Budget Debate on the 08th of December, the following
week, we all will meet. Thank you.

@G BB cBE0sT BBaFE Dvwmo

(omevor i@ FL_L S remil sugagLosst sliflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO0 BnBsBROB, O @D Onx DS
MOBB, ©@® mo;meE. eadwine Giue ©BnSIed
S5 e reHin® OndE emYPunm WsIm BB
80 v mer. I »OYDO OV B gud GabrDdBN
BEo. 8 eI B edmemd & gv gud smiRent
ODD, ¢TI WO OdEG weerfAdMB 0B
DO Az, DO Oy Do B, Dev® Bee & gw
gud s&Hpdexnd ©dD. They wanted to abolish the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution. ¢o»n=Ids
2RO O18DEG weerddH@ gewdd mosTm »O8 §E

@lec’f@éf’ -

@G 6B S Bn®&ew Owm

(orenrLfl@ remilsy allsdlrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

No, I am going to protect the Thirteenth Amendment.

oG BB cBEOsT BBaFE ©vwmo

(orenrfl@ FLSsrent svgagiost HiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

OO0 E0IeBROB, IR e@om» Om ylocews
808 ©z3; you are one person. o@m» 9uimy goedt)
sfeed OIFOG AC® 080 w®1B8¢?

©0 OIFOSews
(LomessryLll@ 2 milifleori sp(meur)
(An Hon. Member)

®9, 6@8 5 25)1@1@8.

@0 OB S Dn@8ow dwmo
(oressrLyfl@ remfilsL allsHrwdnian)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

& Bugecon ciEdB8. [avis 550]

oG BB cBEOsT BBaEE ©vmo

(oressrfl@ FL LS Temtl uFagLoesr &liflsTsLev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Please, do not disturb. ©6; 8259288988, RAHS O
28 owed ¢x¥mdn. AR ¢fdg 20 ged snwemes ex.
[@02r BE@H] @D, dn& ged muemw ¢fdg 20=. ©®
OBsTe Gosee O BNLIevsT @® WmCers gnsDr. DR
AR08y, Thirteen plus Bwes. @3n® ¢d Thirteen plus
OO B O ¢? VAN 5B Bwsis.

©C 6B S dn®&ow Owmo
(revrLfl@ remfley alléd rvdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
O9® Bamo, "Thirteen plus" Bwo.

o6 BB cBEOsT BBaEE Ovmo

(oressTfl@ FL L SgTemtl ugagLoesr &lifsTsev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

D, N, OBBIe See ©Bn® Em B0
BOsID BB @5 @ D0 e®HIO OB HWBwsTesy ByWr.
RN Em w1 BwsIm, ©C; OFsI¢ Grses OBnOA.

©6 OB E Dp@8ow Owmo

(orevrLfl@ rewfley alléd rvdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

©0 ©8sYe Grsets ©Bn®A, "Thirteenth Plus" Baeo
IO 5 BOEs BwsImy. [Ardds 28@zf] Are you ready for
Thirteen Plus?

o0 BB 8Os BB EE ©vwm

(oressTfl@ FLLSgremdl ugagLoesr &lfsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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@G Lesvd eadidm Swm

(omessryfl@ HCevrelq @ ewreuiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(oressTfl@ FL LS remtl uFagLo6T &lMsTsV6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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©0 Lesvd endddm Swmo

(omessTyifl @ HCevroiy @ 6vreuitgeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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oG BB LS BBaFE ©vwmo

(orenrfl@ FLSsrent svgagios HiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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®G Les¥d eadidr Swmo
(omevsrLLll@ HCBevr6iy @ 6vTouTH6ur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
RO & ©rmD&DO dx¥mremd.

oG BB cBEOsT BBaFE ©vwmo

(orenrfl@ FLSsrent svgagiost HiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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@G 6B S Bn®&ew» Owm

(omevsrLyLll@ rewilev allddlrwdnian)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
Are you also agreeable to that?

®0 @®8¢g W ICR® ONmo
(orenTyll@ OFalba GLTTSIBIS)
(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
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[12.11 p.m.]

©G BBk 5G5S wBO Owmo
(wrenryfl@ FIL_Sgrent meytt amein)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Chairman, I think we have had a most fruitful
crosstalk in the House today with the benefit of the Hon.
President’s comments regarding his intentions to -

OO BWIBBRO

(orairylg sallsrart oeuidaer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.

FDNGO DT W NBWROr Gowsmews) 9O Hewsy,
Bowles 0w ©0889@ [0 @ewessy 02@20¢) Owmaf

Goes292038) Sas.

GYSHTLIMS, LOTRTLII G FLITBTUIST YUTHET YT TF6vSS 0 60Ty
ysVCs, Gupssallar LTgls sallFreri gyeuiser [wreamsls oynisgosr
BIToBISeT] FPVHLL UBIG ST 6.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.

oG BB SHS ©RO Owmn

(LomessrLll@ FL_L_ g remil meyls andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Chairman, I was commenting on the
benefit of the Hon. President’s comments, that they have
resulted in achieving some type of consensus in the
House.

Talking about former President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga' proposals - the Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa, too, was in her Government as a
Minister - we must also comment that those proposals
were designed taking the country as a Union of Regions.
We are not worried about the terminology here; the
constitutional terminology is not the issue. It is a question
of sharing power both at the Centre and at the regions. If
we are to come to a collective understanding and put an
end to this whole issue, this is a golden opportunity for us
to achieve that consensus. So, let us not be misled by
unnecessary  controversy  relating to  different
constitutional concepts, but the intention of devolving
power is what is important.

Having said that, now, let me now deal with the Vote
of the President taken up at the Committee Stage
Discussion.

Sod gw D1 ©¢Dn 0 Bwde® Bdiced ¢DwImIBD WD
W0y el w8 #OBR® owe esIBO »D ®eH.
aSn DRewst® odm eecded ©ocdw. dn® B-nc
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"One day, this country will remember the President whom
we never had". That was the way in which the late Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera referred to the current President. ®®
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Ayesha Jinasena, Deputy Solicitor General, was
opposed to leading evidence of Zahran’s wife. Zahran’s
wife’s evidence is very important. Now, the Attorney-
General’s Department has filed an indictment against her
in the Kalmunai High Court. It is very interesting to see.
She is divulging a lot of information. Her evidence is very
important for us to look at the hidden facts behind this
whole issue. Who created this monster Zahran? Who was
behind this? Then, there was Sarah's alias Pulasthini's
case. She has gone missing. Hadiya, the wife of Zahran,
in her evidence before the Presidential Commission says,
“Sarah - Pulasthini - never left our company. She was
always there with us wherever we travelled. From hiding

place to hiding place, she was there". Then, Ayesha
Jinasena poses the question, "Did you observe anything
strange in Sarah’s - Pulasthini’s - room?" Then, Hadiya
says, "No. Wherever she went, they came and fixed
closed-circuit TV cameras". The bedroom of Sarah -
Pulasthini - and Hasthun, her husband, was covered by
closed-circuit TV cameras. Who was watching their
actions?

Sarah was a plant; she was a person who was giving
information from within. Somebody from outside, some
mastermind, was watching what was happening
throughout. There is a colleague of ours who appears for
Hadiya. I told him that there is some interesting
information I have unearthed, having read the evidence of
Hadiya, wife of Zahran. Zahran married a 14-year-old
girl; she was a youngster and she still is a youngster, I am
sure. There were some intelligence operatives. When this
famous video appeared on the Internet, the first person
who alerted me was Prof. Maithree Wickremesinghe, the
Hon. President’s wife, the First Lady. So, she alerted me -
in fact, she was petrified when I mentioned that in the
Presidential Commission - and then only I came to know
and looked at the video. The whole issue is the
connection with some intelligence operatives, as to why
they were in touch. There were two chaps called “Army
Mohideen" and “Police Faiz”. In the evidence of Hadiya,
there is reference to how this "Police Faiz" came to be in
touch with Zahran. He goes and comments on the Internet
and criticizes Zahran. Suddenly, he comes and lands in
Sri Lanka, befriends Zahran and becomes his disciple.
There again, was there a connection?

Then, what about the incident in Vavunativu? In
Vavunativu, when the jacket was discovered inside a
culvert, suddenly the accusation was of LTTE
involvement. When they were going to arrest the
suspects, then another intelligence officer goes and says,
“No, these are our informants. Do not arrest them” and
blocks the arrest. So, what had been happening is
something that we have to look into. We went into the
incidents in detail at the Parliamentary Select Committee
that was appointed. In fact, some of the young Members
on that side started criticizing our involvement in cross-
examining those witnesses. The Hon. Sumanthiran was
there; I was there and the Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne
and several of us were there. We carefully examined. We
knew there were a lot of miscommunications among the
different intelligence services in the country. There was
also some intrigue within them.

Then, see what has happened to Shani Abeysekara.
Today, in the middle pages of the “Daily Mirror”, there is
a big article about the Public Service Commission and the
refusal to repay, at least, his wages. What is the Public
Service Commission doing? These are issues we have to
look at.

Finally, let me come to the issue of the new Cabinet
Paper that has been presented. The "Daily Mirror" reports
“Initial Cabinet nod for proposed new anti-corruption
legislation". It is strange. The newspaper states that initial
Cabinet nod has been granted and that the Cabinet
endorsed it as a policy decision. We do not want this to
be just a policy decision.
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@6 OB E Bn@8ow Dwmo
(orenrfl@ remilsy allsdlrwdnian)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
It is coming in as a law.

@G BBt 595 v RO wmo

(wrepTyflg FL_ggrent meyl amaid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Yes, it must come in as a law. But, the way it is
reported -

@6 OBE Bn@8ow Dwmo

(orenTfl@ remilsy allsdlrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

That is not correct. It will come as a Bill and then, you
can consider it.

@G BBeg 595 v RO wmo

(wrepTyflg FL_ggrent meyl ameid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

President’s Counsel Sarath Jayamanne, who was
behind the drafting of this Bill, came and explained to us
the basis of the draft. There are some very important
changes. In fact, I told him specifically that a separate
precis of Crime Act has to be enacted, if you are to make
it meaningful. That is what has been taken up even in
Geneva. I am told that Justice Yasantha Kodagoda and
President’s Counsel Sarath Jayamanne both have co-
authored a concept paper regarding this. They are officers
with sufficient experience in the Attorney-General’s
Department. The Attorney-General’s Department itself
has been at the receiving end of a lot of criticism
regarding their suggestion in that concept paper about non
-conviction-based confiscation. Those are the issues that
we confronted when we looked at these issues during the
last regime.

®0 Bewdwss eswisBn®o
(oreryflg Wrdlg sallerert oeuriasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@G BBeg 5GS v RO wmo

(wrenTyflg FL_ggrent meyl amein)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

So, let us look at a better way to resolve these things.

@6 OBE Dn@8ow Owmo

(orer Ll remflsy allsalrwsmian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

We agreed with the IMF on the criteria. I will give
you the statement on that. We agreed on the UN
standards. I will give it to you tomorrow.

@G BB 5G5S wBO wmo

(oreryflg FLLSsrent mayls andid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you very much.

Since I do not have much time, I will wind up.

We have had umpteen Commissions. But, please look
at whatever Commission report and the possibility of
appointing another Commission to look at what has
transpired in these things and finally, to resolve these
issues, once and for all.

©0 OB S Dn@8ow dwmo

(oressryfl@ remflsL allsHrwdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

The Commission has not worked; it has been there
since 1995. It is not worth the money spent and the
number of cases put in. So, we have to adopt a new
structure; we have to look at either the Singaporean
structure, the Hong Kong structure or the Serious Fraud
Office in the UK. The Minister will take it up. I think you
have to study those and come up with an appropriate
agency.

©G BB 5GS wBO Owmo

(wrenryfl@ FIL_Sgrent meytt amein)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
That is all I wish to say, Sir.

Thank you.

OO Bewdus 1B

(oressryflg Wrdls sallsrert ojeuiaer)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon.
Abegunawardhana.You have 25 minutes.

Rohitha

[&.090. 12.26]

©C @0I8n gedediD Ovm

(revryfl@ Crranlss oGL@esmTeuigesr)

(The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana)
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(woressryfl @ w@erT &Gemrasir)
(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

G Bendss e3®rsBn®)

(wressryll@ Lrdls sellsreri ojeuiasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

®O T wesIessy Do

(oressryfl@ wGerr &Gemrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana)
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@0 Bewrds e3wisBn®

(wresstyflg Lrdls sallsrert ojauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Kumara Welgama. You have 14
minutes.

@6 R®IC @DEH® w0

(oressTyfl@ Grr Gleusvsio)

(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)

Sir, [ had 16 minutes, but, now, you have reduced two
minutes.
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@0 Bewdss eswisBn®s

(wressyflg LUrdls sallsreri ojeutasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

That has happened because of the initial delay.

[12.51 p.m]

O3S ®I6 @OEH® Dwmn

(oressryfl@ Grr Gleusisin)

(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)

But, it should not be done because I am a senior
Member and I do not speak very often. So, Sir, you must
give me my 16 minutes.
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The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva. You have 13
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"Japanese Taisei Corp. denies bribery allegations over BIA
expansion project".
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"When contacted to verify the truth behind these accusations, Taisei
Corporation Sri Lanka General Manager Maskato Sato said that he was
shocked to hear such unfounded allegations levelled against Minister de
Silva who has never asked for any bribe from the company."
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"...has the honour to refer to its attached letter from the
Committee of Inquiry into Allegations of Soliciting a Bribe
from Taisei Corporation, Japan, dated 24th July, 2022, and
further to infrom you that the Embassy does not possess any
document or electronic evidence stipulated in the above letter."

O® B8w ® wwInn* S50,

B33 25088 8REewsy Bwemdl, 0B BEO
@0 Bw Busy msB IEBIE® B8R Y Ba. 95T,
O @O #BEE 8Eed®sin D0ywItdEO g
0DE1 Bwom)Do, &S5y msnsB 8tEersy e®@en® BdDiw
B,

S0, 850 &S Swiznwm GBS BHOD, "ed®
»BYOEET 010 oy @@ @’ ®zy; Commission to
Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption eox"
Beee. 80 580 0®me foad? & gw® 2022 &8 299(B8
B8 @Ycivn BeE ememyd Croedd mSce Commission
to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption ed»
WD Bl ©9cisn eCECE 0wd cven 0dicrn S08am
208857 3100 Bwo, BB utPews OFm. BBEE ©O
8GR0 E3p 1 ®mEcEH meo. & Edn u518hmIc 8E€acD
eCCE ovd e 0dIcrn SOEem BB ©¥IedsY
s8 e DY ® ¢sivn @ric®d 988 edewnd
2wensy W8 O, 5O ©yd ©O BBy ew, I 88T enwd
ol foed B GOBID. em00; g OBe®
a83B0:8m® BEac smp» wdor 8 ey owd v
edfern BOSaD emBrry wwIednsy g1, & s Fuessd
e 00 Beadwler’ BwEr. ®sim &m0 @
88w, 00 Bowdds wprsBnds. &8 e®ed wens! edmda:

"0l. Please be informed that your application dated 04/10/2022 has
been received.

02. In accordance with your application, the following information is
provided.

1) The Commission has decided to close the file due to
lack of evidence."
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Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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Please, give me just one more minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Next, Hon. Chandima Weerakkody. You have 15
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. Asanka Navarathna will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
lefi the Chair, and THE HON. ASANKA NAVARATHNA fook the Chair.
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I want to ask a question from the Members of the
Opposition who voted against the Second Reading of the
Budget. Suppose, you are given a chance to present a
Budget in this House at this critical juncture - speak from
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"...but also in addressing the underlying causes of the crisis,
including impunity for human rights violations and economic
crimes."
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(The Hon. Premalal Jayasekara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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@G BBt (20D86) 98E 0g@swsIm Swmo

(wressryll@ #LULggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCToMWHS)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Presiding Member, I rise to a point of Order.

In my absence, Hon. Member has mentioned about
me. So, I would like to ask him this. Can you explain
what I have done, as you said?

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryllg Fibs allCmdn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Hon. Presiding Member, I was not telling about him. -

[Interruption] ®35®s ¢, emeg So gBE? Did you go to
"Pola" ? 1 ask you. - [Interruption.]

@6 BBeg (390:80) 638E eyf@swsin @wmo

(wressryll@ #L L ggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCromwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Wait! If you say, you were not referring to me -
[Interruption] Wait! This is not over yet. If you say, you
were not referring to me, that is okay.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryflg Filbs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

VIR ¢, oeg Bu u83? I ask you.

@G BBeg (49086) 8 0f@LwsIm Swmo

(wressryll@ #L L ggrent (sevrBld)) srdlsv NCrogmwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

I have gone to “Pola” several times, but I do not know
whom you were referring to. - [Interruption] Whom were
you referring to? [Interruption] That is all.

@G O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo
(orenrflg Flhs allGedAm)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

I told about one "emeg Bs y&E."

@G BBeg (490986) 8 0f@LwsIm Swmo
(wresryll@ FU L ggrent (seorBls)) &dlsv NCToWHS)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
If you were not referring me, that is all.

©C O8x¥¢ BeBB3 Owmo

(oressryfl @ F0ps alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

I referred to one man.- [Interruption]

@G BBk (390081) 98E 0f@LwsIm Swvmo

(wresryfl@ FLULSgrent (seurpls)) &dlsv LNCToMmwbHS)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

Apart from that he mentioned about, “Ambaruwa”. 1
do not know the meaning of “Ambaruwa”. If you can
say, what did you mean by “Ambaruwa”, I can explain
that also.

©C O8xY¢ BeB88 wmo

(oreirflg 05 alGmdn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

No, I do not know who “Ambaruwa” is.

@G BBk (390086) 18E 0f@BwsIm Swmo

(wreTyll@ FLL_sgrent (seorBls)) &dlsd BT wbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)

If you were not referring to me, that is okay. Please
record that the Hon. Member did not refer to me. That is
all.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oressryfl g Fllhs alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(wresryfl@ FLLSgrent (seurBld)) adlsv LNCromwhHs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Presiding Member, I rise to a point of Order.

According to the Standing Orders, either directly or
indirectly you cannot refer to a Members of this House.

©C O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo
(oreirflg F#0Hs alGmdn))
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Can you show it to me?

©C BBt (30D08) 138 eyf@BwsIm Swmo
(wressTyfl@ FLLGgrent (seurBld)) ardlsv LNCromwbHs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
No, you show it to me.

©C O8x¥¢ BeB88 Owmo
(oresrflg F#0Hs alGm )
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
You show it to me.

@G BBk (490086) $38E 0f@LwsIm Svmo
(wresTyfl@ FLULSgTent (seurBls)) &dlsv BTN WHS)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law)
I can show it to you.
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(oreryflg Fibs allGedm)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Okay.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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