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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA ABEYWARDANA]
in the Chair.
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: NOMINATION OF
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Education and the Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga - Minister of Urban

Development and Housing and Chief Government Whip)
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The following is the proviso.
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988 womedns 00 &m BwedsImn®. Article 21.(1)
under Chapter IV - Language - of the Constitution states, I
quote:

"A person shall be entitled to be educated through the medium of
either of the National Languages: Medium of instruction"

That means, in Sinhala or Tamil. Then, the proviso
states, I quote:

"Provided that the provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to an
institution of higher education where the medium of instruction is a
language other than a National Language."
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Premajayantha, on behalf the
Hon. Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms;

to be read a Second time upon Saturday, 26th November, 2022 and
to be printed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE] took the Chair.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [14th
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time." - [The Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe]

Question again proposed.

[g.20. 10.21]
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon. You
have 18 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne. You have 22
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma.
You have 18 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage.
You have 18 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Samanpriya Herath to the Chair?

@0 cusdn gcBsdtm ©wm
3@ ®0)
(omrevorLyifl@
G)TTE kIS HEDLOFFT)

(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - State Minister of
Transport)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Samanpriya Herath do

now take the Chair.

(300 Coesns

WFHS  evdlweustter - CUITHGUTSSI

©0 0e8.08. Drigess Ovme
(omessTyfl@ sT6vv.6TID. FhghlTGaFev)
(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena)

88> ed80 mom &
2 GLorBlG&mi.
Seconded.

gama S8z &Y, wws @@z Ses.
afleorr GBI (5) THmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

FWNGO T Bewlehs 0m ewiesHn@ Gesmewssy
902 Howry, wd; 8@s¥8w ewlow Pwmr 8322006 Ses.

YSITIDS,
Y UTH6T YbBTTFTGH s le0T Ry sV Bey, medtLiss FLossrLinlw
CamTS YU H6T HENEVHLD UBIGE T 6.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH fook the Chair.

wreTyllg  Gupshsafisar  LIrsls  sellFreni

OO DN ©®ed DwISw

(wrevrfl@ (S Hodl) Lwerr &wCs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage
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Whereupon THE HON. SAMANPRIYA HERATH left the Chair and
THE HON. MADHURA WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, the Budget for Fiscal Year
2023 presented to Parliament can be just summed up as
theory on paper with no practical substance. What we
need today is a target-oriented policy with solutions to
face the reality and resolve the economic crisis faced by
the country. This Budget is portrayed as a solution-based
document, but what we need is a fiscal policy to solve the
core issues with targeted short-term objectives to
overcome the hurdles at present. The Minister of Finance
always tries to throw back past examples at others, which
is absurd considering the current environment. The
expectation of the Budget at large is to take the country
out of the crises and move forward. But, we have not
learnt from the past lessons and experiences and still keep
on window dressing facts. Our aim should have been to
introduce policies that can take the country out of the
crises.

Sir, I do not want to elaborate on the Budget anymore,
but to say that in simple terms, this is not the Budget that
was expected; it is unrealistic and it is not what the
people wanted. The citizens do not have any hope or
confidence in this Budget. I am also doubtful of the
objectives of this Budget. When the country is faced with
multiple issues with inflation at a high level of 16 per
cent and the reserves at their lowest, I have no clue as to
how the Minister of Finance could increase the
Government revenue to 15 per cent of GDP by 2025.

The negotiations with the IMF is an obstacle which
prevents the country from gaining investor-confidence,
viewing this as a growth-oriented Budget. We are all
certain that the world economy is drifting towards a
recession by the first half of 2023, with the major
economies facing severe challenges. We have neglected
to incorporate addressing those external issues in our
fiscal policy.

No details are there in the Budget about the current
position of the excess liquidity circulating within the
country and the measures to be taken. Divestment of
SOEs - State-owned Enterprises - is on the cards. What
about the existing unemployment issues and solutions for
the government employees’ pension payouts? What is the
point in establishing new Economic Zones when our
credit ratings are at the lowest? What about the existing
Economic Zones and what are the measures taken to
develop them? The forex-driven industries are at their
lowest ebb and are in dire straits. Also, there is no
meaningful resource allocation or initiatives in the
Budget.
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Banking sector reforms too have not been addressed in
that. Particularly, what about the past debts owed by the
Government to the banks? Rising interest rates and
pegging have resulted in creating a vacuum in our
business community. All the existing manufacturing
sectors are unable to secure forex for vital raw materials,
bringing down trading to its lowest levels in the history.
Declaring bankruptcy in the recent past has left us with no
capacity to borrow from the international community and
no concrete measures are there in the Budget to overcome
that issue.

There is youth unrest with their confidence at the
lowest level. We are also losing the pools of knowledge
with our human resource fleeing the country. What is
your response to that issue, to give them confidence and
hope? So, Sir, in practical terms, priority should have
been given to address the pressing issues faced by the
people at present with concrete solutions. Having no plans
for achieving the long-term objectives is the reason why I
say that this Budget is only a theoretical framework with
no practical substance.

Likewise, I can go on highlighting various issues, one
after another. One ought to be positive when looking at
the Budget, but a realistic approach is the need of the
hour, which is lacking in it. The Government is so
obsessed with displaying a good painting with a golden
frame and has fooled our people once again paving the
way for the Government to spend a couple of years more
in the corridors of power. So, yet again, the colour has
changed, but not the attitude. For once, please be true to
yourselves rather than trying to play the same game of
chess in politics for your own survival as well as
satisfaction. The leader should be steadfast and the
policies put forward in the Budget simply affirm the
adopting of a survival path.

Sir, primarily the Budget underlines false promises
within all sectors. I am sure the professionals out there
will wonder as to how they would get along with these
unrealistic promises and assurances when the average
person on the street is still struggling to meet ends. A
budget should give confidence to the people to march
ahead with hope. But, all what I see is that the
Government is putting forward a document which lacks
meaningful measures to tackle the issues facing the
country at this critical stage. Sir, it is worth mentioning
the quote “we are all in the gutter, but some of us are
looking at the stars".
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1t being 6.00 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 21st
November, 2022, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 10th
November, 2022.
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