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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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PRIVILEGE: NEWSPAPER REPORT REGARDING INCIDENT AT
MEMBERS' DINING IN PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Education and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

B0 OIBNBHD S

(oredrLfl@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2022 gedE 010 8» s05F0m ¢ ©bBe@sin mOyn
8Ea¢ m0m ww deded® Bowmw me 888 ¢ 80 Bwdn
D08 BEnor gedFur mim y&m edm SHWWO @w
OB C1OD.

855 emYdusl 88w xId®
FriNes il L FI L epevBIger
BILLS PRESENTED

882 109F (Beds 8&8am) sy

emYdum
&G STYH LNewrd@Gser (ol GFL shHLIT(H6iT)
FLL_eLpevLd
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) BILL

"Bddn yrdBOcE 838y @l Buwc® 8OE ovwd gecd »y
¢80, dvmn BBE, Boeme BEL wy gdws B3O wew DOWS
BBHBOw gBmTOE I BOSwsT, eBedm Lewdrnddesy e
I CRO wew @y & v BOITID ewd IO FP-Bm W€ BEH
Bede 83B0m w1C1EdO B&he § oy emY@snh."



323 2022 gedc 08 324

EEwY0» cded ¢@@ims, ¢:83m gHexB wr eced®
B @zm B8O @@y, fddwmcs», qpodm @ eoelmam
WOGy ¢@Imrey 2008w D80 o B @@Isn©:
09200 wo; Eorvel @eadSD2 Pwms 525,

2022 gogdc 19 &2 gewwc;O1¢ 6¢d2 OO0 Hwdw ¢gnaé ¢,
O et DE G388 ¢ Bowlw mom @&

LTSI YT TG CUITIGNTSITS GCIBTaTeDHEHET WML H 1 F
ClFWDLIGISEIWS  YDIDIFIGLD  LISGFTFT, FIOU LODIYLD HVTFTT
YQIUVEET  YWIWFF(HLD  BHT  YLIaliBSs]  wmmyd e l_ewLoLir)
YDIDFF(GLOTITUT  FTHLITSG — LOTNTLEG — BICTOR  (G6T6U/ 60T
YU BTV FLOFLILIGHLIIL L F.

2022 sindlysv
wHNI AL

S L enemull_ i1 gj.

19, Glrsusuriisslpsow  Gresr b gpenm
Gousovr(p)GlosareyLd

Y FAL_ L

Geuenr(p)GlosareyLd

Presented by the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena on behalf of Prime
Minister, Minister of Economic Policies and Plan Implementation,
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs and Minister
of Urban Development and Housing; to be read a Second time upon
Tuesday, 19th April, 2022 and to be printed.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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What is the point of Order, Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe?
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(orerLfl@ SBerey @ emrouiHer)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption] Hon.
Member, you are just repeating the same thing you all
said during the last three days. All false! Sir, I am on a
point of Order. - [Interruption] Sir, -
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(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTd6rT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes?

@G Lesvd nendilm ®wvmo

(oreory Ll @ HCerey @ 6emroui o)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, you must decide. We and the Leaders of the
Opposition parties agreed with you to have a special
Debate today on the Report of the International Monetary
Fund. If they think it is not important, we can forgo that.
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(oreTyLfl@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Exactly. That is what I say. You all can take part in
the Debate. The Debate is coming up. If everybody wants
to speak, take part in the Debate.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, very clearly, we have agreed on that. So, we
should start the Adjournment Debate immediately.
Immediately, we should start the Debate.

©O @%5IedOsT yrrsig Ovmo
(omesrLyfl@ CeamedrervL_6T LITETTHSI)
(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

Sir, we have to start the Debate.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

That is right.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Therefore, I now propose to adjourn Parliament until
10.00 a.m. on 19th of April, 2022 so that the Debate on
the IMF Report can be started.
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Yes, but why do you not ask the question when you
make your speech?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

As 1 mentioned before, the Party Leaders met just
now. I am sorry to say that the Hon. Ranil
Wickremasinghe is not included in the Party Leaders’
Meeting. It is up to you all to do so. If you all propose
him, we would not object. That is another matter. Let us
not argue on that. If the Hon. Speaker wants to summon
the Party Leaders or whoever he wants to summon on
Monday, we will ]Participate. But, Parliament has been
adjourned until 19" April. That has already been done in
the morning, Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. We cannot
reverse it.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

We are asking you to reconsider it.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

No, you cannot reverse it. Do not try to reverse it and
violate the Standing Orders. But, if the Hon. Ranil
Wickremasinghe is making a proposal and if the Hon.
Speaker and you all are agreeable to that, we will come.
It does not have to be a Parliament Sitting Day.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

If you agree, we all will come to Parliament on
Monday.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Parliament will not sit on Monday. Parliament will sit
on the 19" of April. If you all want to meet, we all -
whoever who is interested - can come and meet. There is
nothing to stop that. Parliament is sitting; Parliament has
not been dissolved. So, the Hon. Speaker can summon a
meeting with whoever he wants and we will attend it and
give the necessary cooperation. Do not worry.
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United, we stand; divided, we fall. We need to protect
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I wish to know whether the Hon. Member is speaking
as the Minister of Finance. This is a Debate on the IMF
Report and according to the Gazette on my table, you are
the Minister of Finance. So, I wish to know whether you
are speaking as the Minister of Finance.
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The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan
Jayawardhana. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam. You have 11
minutes.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I thank you, Hon. Presiding Member. I do not think I
will take all the 11 minutes. Whatever time that remains,
you can allocate to the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman.

@O R30G5 OBIE @

(omressTL 0@ HEDVMLGTHRIGD 2 MIILIETIT Sj6uiTdel)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman has already spoken.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Then, whatever time that remains, you can share
amongst the other Opposition Members.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Okay, thank you.

[4.31 p.m.]
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Sir, I am not an expert on economics and in this
instance, I do not wish to preach to this House with
regard to how this country is to try and get out of the
mess that it has created for itself. However, Sir, one
thing is for certain. The common consensus amongst the
intellectuals is that Sri Lanka must go to the IMF and in
doing so, must have a plan for itself not only with regard
to restructuring debt, but also with regard to restructuring
Sri Lanka itself, with regard to how we are going to
govern. We have a crisis of governance, no one can run
away from that reality.

So, under these circumstances, Sir, as a layman when
it comes to economic matters and more importantly, as a
Member of Parliament representing the North and the
East, I wish to raise a few matters which, I think, are very
pertinent and also believe and I am certain, if properly
addressed, will contribute towards addressing the
restructuring that is necessary to progress on the dire
economic situation that we face. Firstly, if you look at the
Budget allocations that took place last year, you would
see that for 2022, the defence expenditure, as a
percentage, stands at 14 per cent and if you take the
military-related expenditure within the Ministry of
Defence, it stands at 12.3 per cent. Last year, through the
Budget for 2021, the allocation made on military matters,
as a percentage, was 10.56 per cent. Sir, that is an
astonishing figure for a country like Sri Lanka. When you
consider both the years 2021 and 2022, where Sri Lanka's
economy has taken a downturn to a point that we are
literary bankrupt, having allocations of over 10 per cent
and 14 per cent respectively for military-related matters
of the Ministry of Defence, quite honestly, cannot simply
be justified especially at a time of peace, peace in the
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sense that there is no war, peace in the sense that there is
no armed conflict and peace in the sense that every
political formation that represents the Tamil people - at
least in the past, we did support an armed conflict - is not
talking of an armed conflict or asking our people to take
up arms.. So, actually increasing the expenditure on
defence in the way Sri Lanka has done is not justifiable.

Also, Sir, if we take the predictions, the "Jane's
Defence Weekly" predicts that for the next five years,
there will be an annual increase of 2 per cent for defence.
So, every year, 2 per cent will be added on and that, 1
think, is really something the Hon. Members of this
House, especially at a time such as this, should seriously
reconsider. If you take the military expenditure as of a
percentage of GDP, the countries that spend more than Sri
Lanka are countries like Australia, the United Kingdom,
India and Israel. If you consider the military expenses as a
percentage of Government expenses, the only country that
spends more is Israel. We all know, Sir, that the situation
in Israel is very different from the situation in Sri Lanka.
The State of Sri Lanka has to spend so much simply
because it considers not outsiders as possible enemies
who can invade or create trouble, but those from within.
This Government considers the Tamils as enemies; it now
considers the Muslims as enemies and it also considers its
own people who, it boasts, voted for it and who are the
Sinhalese as its enemy. So, there is something radically
wrong with this picture. Instead of having that hostile
approach, if the current Government and also the
Opposition can address the fears of the Tamils and the
Muslims, those who feel disenfranchised by the Sri
Lankan State, then obviously, the need to allocate so
much for defence just does not or should not arise. It is on
that basis that I would like to suggest, Sir, that when this
Government goes to the IMF that it seriously look into
this matter because it is not only in the interest of this
Government and the people of the whole of Sri Lanka, but
certainly in the interest of the Tamil people and the
people living in the North-East that the oppressive regime
with regard to military should be dismantled. I say
"oppressive" for two reasons. One is, the military's very
physical presence, where you have a presence of 1:14 and
in the Vanni region, it is as awful as 1:5. So, it must be
done away with since it is just not healthy and is
downright oppressive. Also, Sir, when there is a situation
where heinous crimes had been committed against the
Tamil people and where the allegation that the Tamil
people repeatedly make is that those crimes amount to
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes,
having a military presence in the way in which that exists
today is, obviously, dangerous because the victims would
have the persons who, in fact, inflicted those crimes
against them living amongst them.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Ponnambalam, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I will take those two minutes also, Sir.

So, for that reason, Sir, I would strongly suggest, even
though it is a late stage, that the Government seriously
reconsider their expenses on defence.

Defence is not just military. I must say that they also
have a Civil Security Division. See how absurd the
defence establishment is, that the Civil Security Division
employs Montessori teachers! They give salaries, which
used to be Rs. 30,000 and now, it is more, and actually
employ Montessori teachers. So, children as young as
toddlers, when they start their life, start it through a
militarization process in the North-East. What does
Montessori teaching have got to do with the military?
What has the Civil Security Division got to do anything
with teaching young toddlers? So, that is the mindset that
the defence establishment has with regard to the North-
East. Ordinary Montessori teachers, today, are protesting
in the Northern Province because they are paid only Rs.
6,000. Their positions have not been made permanent.
Can you imagine a family, with Rs. 6,000, trying to
survive for one week? But, that is the reality. But the
same person, if he chooses to go and join the Civil
Security Division and be that same Montessori teacher,
would get over Rs. 30,000.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

So, clearly, there is a very wrong agenda. That agenda
must come to a stop. We appeal to the Government that
before they go to the IMF, they restructure it in such a
way that this militarization stops. If that does not happen,
we certainly appeal to the IMF to make that a definite
condition when negotiating with the Sri Lankan State.
Thank you, Sir.
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Give me one more minute, please.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.37 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Tuesday, 19th April, 2022.
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