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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Education and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando - Minister of Highways and

Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)
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@G O8x¥¢ BeB8BB ®wm
(oreryllg Fibs allGedm)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

O DONGDROB, ©D On@ens’ s DO
819188 W3 RO Bedmyda. [@ids B5&z]

OO DAIBNWBH) O

(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

3. 88 ¢ 850 Bwu®nm »O@n - [&hdds 55@2]

®C D8I BeB8 Owmo

(omevr i@ Filbhs alGdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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OB® D1ed ©BWO eWO, D0¢end 8yd #BEE I
D1A.de BO168 mOBTD 9. [Pt BBO]

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryllg Fibs allCedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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PETITIONS

OGS ®8 & eined Ovmn

(wressrfl@ smiflesf] Gevmrds @ Gas)

(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)
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L I®wens’ C1a e eusudn ©° BEnsIDd.
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(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 8E® aBqe® B¥mo - [wow 0dvw nE 2%».]

O BOE RozTes Dwmo

(oreTLLfl@ BlosL evmesTET)

(The Hon. Nimal Lanza)
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e80000 ;08 @2 W& Beowlw wo» G&.
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L1 swemuil_ LI 1 .

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

OO QBB
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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©C 6B E dn @8 Owmo
(revrLfl@ rewfley allédrvdnian)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
Hon. Speaker, -

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe?

©C 6B E dn®&ow» Owmo

(revrLfl@ remfley alléd rvdnian)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Sir, I informed you that I intend to raise a Question of

Privilege. There is also some clarification I wish to make
on a news report published in the “Colombo Telegraph”.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBHTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Shall we finish this first and then take it up?

®0 6B E Dp®8Bow Owmo
(omessrLyifl@ remilsv allsdlrwsnian)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
Okay.

@O0 QBB
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)
200D BRed DBw gow 1, @B¥id e vy emY®sn

@B O3S Bwd®.

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo

(orerfl@ (H0THF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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®0 ymawE ®OBID Bedmo.
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BB W ieu® BHedOwm RBEed® gumws,
AR5y, P08m W otfmaB WOED B W
29082 830805 wo BDoes ¢@omsn®0)
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QUTHTTSTT S Q& TETEMHS 6T LwHmILd S
QFrwhLBSSHImnsE YDWFFHL LSSFTFET, FLOW  DHMID
SHOTEFTT YIUVEHET HYWWFFHD BHT LlalBdbs wHmid
of L_ewLoliL) SjewFFHLD)

(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa - Prime Minister, Minister of
Economic Policies and Plan Implementation, Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs and Minister
of Urban Development and Housing)

©0 OEROB, ewdsrnd 9edun momen guiv.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

On® 988 WOBHT eIV 9BI».

O @BxIe Grxsesate wmo
(1oresrLflg wenlbs rreLsas)

(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)

28 80 vddewd m mSY. [@in HEO]

[6®® ¢OeINedE ¢Bwc; 209858 ewddws crsesls
&89 @ esers @8O &5 B peddes. |

[@)ssn5itILsGHl0  Cuse Fomglug] Gsriiruw  prgLFag
YU FLITLO6ITL_Lid/L . LNT CeudlsHmi.]

[At this stage, His Excellency President GOTABAYA RAJAPAKSA
entered the Chamber.]

OO DOIBNBDHR o
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

090 Bdade 0dsis.

880 AFE v eWYOB®

WlewH oL L et eufl FLL eLpsvLd
SURCHARGE TAX BILL

©¢d2 OO Bwde® Hewlww Bwd» 8.
B revsTL_IT1h 0B IID BT F5LL_6M6N UM TG LIIL LT

Order for Second Reading read.

@G @8rI¢ Gosesate Owmo

(oraTLflE warlhs rreusas)

(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)

O DOIBNEDHROB, Yo ¢Pisn® 0DHedsy "vrynf
emY@unm ¢ @dm 00 Bwdw gnwe" & © ewddzn
DO,

OO DONBDROB, &¢ 8 e vped 0 Bwudn
DOGROCO aog Buvw gom 2 w» 3 ¢om ewldsn ¢ ©®
988u mOHOa.

S 36008598 WO GE.
ST ST(RIGBNMILDLILIGILIDD S/
Question proposed.

@S (30028 w) wEs ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orer Ll (S0rHH) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

OO0 NGB, ¥® o3 Ymaws O ©O
Q9O EDEOR e¢sin.

©® glwis O a8 O BGED Hew. Yerv® BGdW
Poed aqldwdm e On & e O BIO
00 Vewsy. 9y 8yd ged sWved Ov oFWOR® &
00xVews ogddwdmimed »AOW ooy »er. a8
Bm08 Yen® WOy WO edney vies. & nEede a8
PCCED W® wW® SYCOEO @® Ade BHOBIH S0 Bwo.
®® & ao®E S» BwsIm»®: the Employees' Provident
Fund, the Employees' Trust Fund, the Sri Lanka Telecom

Provident Fund, the National Insurance Trust Fund, the
Bank of Ceylon Trust Fund, the Ceylon Electricity Board
Provident Fund, the Universities Provident Fund, the
Mercantile Services Provident Society, the Bank of
Ceylon Provident Fund, the HNB Employees' Provident
Fund, the People's Bank Provident Fund e Central
Bank Provident Fund. & w@asidewsy Beosd
Bedneddim, nd®sY 8O Bws BrNI8s BBwOs 5T
988 00 g8 & m»AD dugwenwe mer. EPF endm
BBu» v odmwesl e0Redsy ac 38 Bun@ RO
61 0D, BBIHOD gmOMS DI v @ CAo & wo
88 end® wcv GeE adas Om D @8 ¢Imds. el
3 ©BOCw eOMOO @¢ @ed an)d wedam win OBn®
BE 0wIErNDD g8 IBH 0D edm edRBICHB OB
2000 ex0edd. OO Bwo g8 0® wew Sricw o®xy
OB 83 00 VIO WO WO WEBA.
[P0 BE@z]

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OG0 FBTVEE wDEAD SBROB, dIn® sEs
BBOW »SHOag?

@G (8902863) DBTIER wDEAD Bwmo

(oressrfl@ (SVTHF) LbSIe GsnTeuigew)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)

OO DOILNBDHROB, 880 D v eWYOBD O1),-
[2980 BE@zI] @wcB, OO 530 1988 BBO WoTHO, ©;
DOBNEDHDOB.

oG Lesvd endiRm Swmo

(omessryfl @ HCevreiy @ evreuitgeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

©0 ®Onemn®A, there is an understanding, that
very clearly this Bill could be passed unopposed. &8 o®=
unopposed ®®» 3. Sm gm0 D1ees.

o6 BEe A8y e Owm
(omessrLyifl @ svgagiosT SliflsTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBHR O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member.

o6 BEe A8y Ee Owm

(omevsTLyifl @ svgagLoeT SliflsTev6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O ®ONSDHROB, @8 ©® glwis e s
emYPsmO BGdd edsiery mwi. But, we must have a
debate; @80 BDocwnt Bedsisy dvx.

@G Lesvd endidm Swm

(orevsTyfl@ HCerrelq @ ewrouiH6T)
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. Johnston Fernando.]
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Considered in Committee.

/THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3.- (Tax return shall be furnished)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 4, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 5.- (Application of the certain provisions of the Inland
Revenue Act, No. 24 of 2017)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.

6 O» DwrYHe, eewnldmmicewssy, sms emdOsend
60832 ;SO I Ggwl Hewlew »om &.

b6yt UTFHLD  BBHSULIL L UTHY —FLLAPVGSHIDT  LIGHUITS
B)i5s Cousii(B6loeards si 1_sweruill_ i1 gy.

Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 7 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.

oG VLS BB EE Owmo

(oressTfl@ svgagiosiT HiflsTebsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO ®ONEROB, Sod fedd Sume vowem ©
08 0@t OB, OO, ©o wis ¢ 8D OB,
@G 68 O¢® DeFeNC D BR®iT @® smy eWYOBD OB
@D WE. @¢ 38 0® OB ¢Bien’, v 5w OO
08 oyg®cn Bn®ed MW andd Bwem Om ©
YR WO V5N

OO DOIBNWBDHR) Do
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

ewed.

O @%sIedOsT yursie Onmo
(omevsryLl@ BegmesTervL 63T LIT6STTIHI)
(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

GO D>DOBNBDHROA,

"5y emYOum weerdBmimdewsy ¢ BnBIDB OO0
Bde gnw" 8 ® ewidnzn B o.

a5 emYOBenH ewleIOE wirs ey, cow eds,
DLW @B W gom @l BOIAE S OO v GrBG®
8°00IAD & GO @B O ¢ 9C e B3,

s S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
o emid®sm SO enmEO oowrl/dmimicewnsy, nYO»
OF s e3®®» WO &,

aflsorr Blbs LI (B), 6TDmYs GClsmersmLiLIL L ).

YYsTLIY, BGSSL Loty GPRTDIIGPSOD
WA L10t” B) BlenmGeupmrii’ 1 g.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Bill accordingly read a Second time, and allocated by THE HON.

SPEAKER to the Legislative Standing Committee under Standing Order
5303).
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PRIVILEGE: QUESTIONING OF PROCEEDINGS OF
PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Sir, I have a matter of Privilege to raise and another
clarification to make, both of which I gave notice to you
yesterday.

The Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act of Sri
Lanka gives to this House the powers and Privileges also
enjoyed by the House of Commons in addition to what is
provided in the Act itself. Those rights include the rights
in the Bill of Rights of 1688, which assures freedom of
speech in this House and also states that the Proceedings
of this House cannot be questioned outside.
There is a special Presidential Commission of Inquiry
appointed to investigate into the "Pissu Poosa" Report and
the Commissioners now want to question some of us,
including me, on matters that had been discussed in the
House, which form Proceedings of the House. The
Proceedings of the House including those on matters that
had been voted on and money had been voted on cannot
be questioned and none of those had been challenged in
courts. So, I thought I should raise it as a matter of
Privilege here, that by doing so, they would be violating
my Privileges and the Privileges of the House, and I will
inform the Commissioners as such.

Sir, as you know, the "Pissu Poosa" Report has, in
turn, been challenged by the Human Rights Commission.
So, the Government must first decide whether they are
going to accept the Report or not.

Then, we have been charged as respondents. I have
certainly gone to court and challenged this Report
because I was made a respondent in it when I was called
in as a witness in the case of Dr. Nihal Jayathilaka, who
got locked up. I gave evidence. I think he had a case
which he could put forward. Other than that, I had no
other issues.

I think this Commission of Inquiry, after all, is
responsible to Parliament; it is not a judicial body. So, we
can question them. Once the new Justice Minister - I do
not know whether you or another would be appointed - is
appointed, I would like very much, at that time, to ask the
State Counsel why they did this. We are told, Hon.
Minister, that your account was much larger than what is
in the Treasury now, in which case you could supplement
it.

I must say that we, there are also other Members, will
be raising these issues later. As I told you, I do not want
to discuss this in detail today as today and tomorrow are
important for the current debate. When the crisis is over,
you give us time. Then, there will be other Hon. Members
who will take it up.

Next, I want to make a clarification regarding a news
report in the “Colombo Telegraph” of 06™ April, 2022,
which states “How Ranil Squashed 2015 Currency
Smuggling Allegation Against Gota’s Son”. It states that
there was some American team which came here and
advised me that there was sufficient intelligence to charge
him and that the then Law and Order Minister Sagala
Ratnayake and I were told about this. I must tell you that
the Hon. Sagala Ratnayake became Minister only in the
last two or three weeks when the Hon. Tilak Marapana
had to resign. Certainly, either before or when he became
Minister or after, I did not meet any American team at all;
I did not have a function for them. They did not show me
anything regarding this gentleman Daminda Manoj
Rajapaksa. I have seen nothing about it and I was not the
relevant party to take up the issue with. If there was
anything, they had to take it up either with the Anti-
Corruption Secretariat or the Presidential Task Force on
Recovery of State Assets, which was headed by Mr.
Weliamuna in the President’s Office. So, as far as I am
concerned, this is a fabrication and I must also say that I
am not aware of any allegation against this individual.

The website “Colombo Telegraph” had been banned
before 2015. I knew Uvindu, who was publishing that
website. We lifted the ban. I thought he was a good
journalist and had a lot of potential. I am sorry - I am
speaking not in anger but more in sadness - that he has
sacrificed his integrity for short-term gain or fame. I hope
he will not do this in the future.

Thank you.
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No, I am not here to fight with you. I am just saying that
there are two perspectives for everything. We can blame.
I agree with the former Prime Minister who said, "If we
go on with the blame game, ultimately we will end up
saying, 'If King Vijaya did not come, we would not have

a problem' ".
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No, I am not doing that. That is what I am saying. -
[Interruption.] Very good. - [Interruption.] Okay, agreed.-
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@S (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(omevwr i@ (BevrHF) aniag & FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

OO ®ONBHROB, ac ©d al A8 SOy @B
DO weg, O wy BONS e® ydmw gmens 83w,
2T B 9gn of WS O OROBIEO VB WO BYed
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wog. d¢ a8 81880 BODo,-

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.

FDTO OO WONBWBRO Guesmewsy 9O Howwy,
Bewds m0m ©0sBn® [0d goudsy o@xnesy wvm)
Boes2300;8) Ses.

GYFIIDS,
YSBTFGSI TRy YHVCsy, Gupshseflar LITHEG  sellFreri
96T 6T [wrssryfle;,  ymisgaT  @UTBTSET]  Hewevann
UBG BT H6T.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(orenrflg (HevrBHlF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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¢SImHDd, e 8Bwm 500 evdnm dm we®ITTRewsS §O
Dt BosIsy Bgene Bwo ¢8 BOD 3D. O thcs 8Eum
500 gon’ Bwo o mH® g8 eemes’ B 83 I, edews
O ewensizy yOOs Omd. o g8 S B, dend
BOed 8 dndw oxnedd. RIS »O® ey, PESm
Bedvwrws’ B’ ecemyw. PBICES BDBICEDS B,
@I @dDGSEY B & BEICD BOD1. @dB med
OBBw den® BDed mnB Jed & qur & qcpeldeld
BOed. a8 8T OBn®), VIO Omw af ©® d¢ d call
o ¥ 0. A call v o ©© BDOs, "Sabry, we are
having a serious situation. Look at who bought the Bonds in
the secondary market" BweEr. ¢8 @® erdsies’? e®
0Dy 8®N0 ¥Yocewd DB Bwwd 200, 8wwd 300
Cov OB, OO Bewddss 0% ©wsBnOA.

©6 O FOSews
(orenryLll@ o mitiflesi speurr)
(An Hon. Member)

858, 848,

@01 (49008 w) w8z ¢ 8BS Owmo

(oresstfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

8wwd 200, 8wwd 300 G oxfm, ethEEOEsY. ©® &8
08 B0 e d call mSE) ©® mdemw BD; I told
you. You cannot deny that because it is a fact. gz Hemo.
PO (BHwmR, DD Hew ¢ B eIy DERBID
2d@s&@. 1 propose in this House that we immediately
appoint an independent international accounting firm to
undertake a forensic audit on all what had happened with
those Bonds, into foreign exchange and other issues.

@06 Berdts w0 891sBn®)

(wressryfl @ &wosellsr Lrdls sallarart ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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@G (8028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oreryflg (HevTHF) anias & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, give me two more minutes and I will finish.

O BT BBBEH Dwmo
(orenril@ Wevrer Lwidlevds)
(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

O Bendss w0 8wIsBn®)

(omrevsryLll@ Gussefler Lrdls sallFmeri ojeuidsesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

O BE5T BBBEH wmo

(orenryflg Wevrsr Lwdlevds)

(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)

0w, ged Odywme wOITVewsy & abgycmd
BB CFODeDR Bedmy oewinw, ©O; BewdHs
0  BIsBROA. 0® wEEed®xsined letterhead &=
8eses-

OO Bendss w07 8®rIsBn®)

(omrevsr i@ Gusseaflsr Urds sallFmeri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, it is not a point of Order.

O BT BBBEH wmo

(oreiryflg Wevrsr Lwdlevds)

(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)

0® Bum of gyosivemd. e®@m» aed Ed» B8Eac
BB, OO Bewd s IOD BISBHOA.

®0 Bewdss 02 eswsBn®r

(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallareri ojsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

O BE5T BwBEH Dwmo

(oreryflg Wevrsr Lwdlevds)

(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)

Point of Order is this. 8 dwslm Buecs Bedsiesy
208Ee®sIned,-

®0 Bewdss 02 eswsBn®r

(orenryflg Gussallsr Lrds sallareri jsuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, it is not a point of Order. Thank you.

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have to wind up now.
Your allotted time is five minutes.

@S (g8 w) wEs ¢ BFDo Owmmo

(oreryflg (S0rHd) anias & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Just give me one more minute and I will finish.

a8 a8 OBn®), AR 38O Gd1BN WS, BB
dens auimdDid EH BHOWWO owd «® O®
B8EedemO O3 Buo. a8 Befu wstesy oy ¢8 J0u0
83¢02)O.

®O Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFreri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up. Your time is over. [
have already given you extra time.

@G (89028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oressrfl@ (SvTHF) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

28 & emew®¢ mITTes’ BwE womddh »IE. Yy
0@ Bedmy ®OEd e®m&. “Gota, go home!” Bws Om
OB e Busies’. OB 0@ «® BE ocws
DO DO 280 wowOBHOW WO DB EWIwBINLIB)
0T,

®0 Bendss 0% 891sBn®)

(wrevrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, thank you very much.

@S (§0028w) w88 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(revrfl@ (HevTHS)) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

g0 ®wmd¥ WO Ougdn 0O  HOOB.
a5¥m 8000 Besc®@n ewrwnsis ooy, ¢8 & w@asidewsy
@D MG B - [Poidsr 588]

®0] Bendss 0% 891 ®)

(wrevrfl@ Gupdsefler LNrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. S.B. Dissanayake. You
have 10 minutes.

®5 BT BBEm w0

(orevorLfl@ LolevTesT 22 WHleVd )

(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)
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®S Bewdsns 002 eswsBn®s

(oressryfl @ Gwosellsr Lrdls sallareri Sjeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you can raise it during your speech.
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(omessrLyfl@ stenv. L. Flerpruds)

(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)
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®0; Bends 0% 811 Bn®)

(wresryfl@ & wohseflsr Lrdls salFreri ojeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®0 9ed.8. 8eowm Dwmo

(omessTyifl@ storv. L. Flerpriuds)

(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)
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o6 VYOS BB e @vwmo
(orenTLll@ svgagLosir slifleTsDsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®G Bendss w07 8®rIsBn®)

(omrevsr i@ Gupsseaflsr Lrds sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, what is the point of Order?

o6 BEe A8gadc Owm

(oreirLyLll@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I spoke to the Leader of the House. He agreed to
take the lunch hour for the Debate.

OO Bendss w07 88IsB®)

(omrevsr i@ Gupsseflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay. I will check with him.

o6 BEOs BB e Dvwmo
(orenTLyll@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

He is not here, but he agreed, Sir.

O BE5T BwBE™ Dwmo
(orenrfl@ Wevrer Lwiblevds)
(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

0 Berdss w0 80sBn®s

(oreryflg Gussallsr Lrds sallareri ojauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

OO BE5T BwBEH Dwmo

(oreryflg Wevrer Lwdlevds)

(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)
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edm. 8 ¢ gfned nadledsy »E) widy Dryed
»Ye Bweco. q¢ 88ed®xn OIFOGHIO Ded® aBw
Bugecrneds S8n0E0, odemgdEl qoIn dEHOF
Beam .
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©OITIVD DO, wEHBsT uiHwd WOBI®. e®ime, B
082y OWE1 BT B :8E00Ined 88 Bbsww wdn
880 B E8HOERY e BO, I® 9O VWD
DG, DwI® 6wIesI®), ewED HEE®G vl ©dm
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DO 0.

®S Bewdss 2002 eswrsBn®r

(oressryfl @ G wohasellsr Lrdls sallsreri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I will inform the Hon. Speaker and take necessary
action. Thank you.

The next speaker is the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan.
You have eight minutes.

®©C 693 HRO Owmo
(wrehrLfl@ poyLs am4iv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order?

®0 Bends 0% 811 Rn®)

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdls sallFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, what is the point of Order?

@G 63 HBRO vz

(revrLjifl@ eyt amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, I would like to remind you that the Hon. Anura
Dissanayake made a proposal in the morning that because
of the situation, the Party Leaders be given precedence
today for them to make their points known before you call
upon the others. So, I kindly ask you to consider that.

@0 Beads w0 891sBn®)

(wressryfl @ & woselsr Lrdls sallarart ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

But by the Opposition, we have been given a time
schedule.

@G 693 HRO Owmo

(wrerLfl@ poys andiv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Anyway, since you called upon the Hon. Shritharan to
speak, let him speak. Thereafter, allow the Party Leaders
to take precedence in the list and then call the others.

* getmameed & ¢».
* prallswaViigBlsl) sweusbsLILIL (BeiTens).
* Placed in the Library.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, you have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga. You have
seven minutes.

@S e8¢ NICR® OV

(wrenrfl@ CQsaibgl GLTTEIBIS)

(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please continue with your speech. I
will discuss it with the Chief Government Whip.

@G 08¢ BDICH® OWmo

(wressTfl@ Casallbgl @&LTrdimis)

(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)

@eB. wNB, e001¢e VIR Bod B HOFOH
5H® des0. OO Bond 10 ecsiz.

@0 Beadts w0 891sBn®)

(wressryfl @ &woseller Lrdls sallarari ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you continue your speech for ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, the total amount of time given to you is
ten minutes. You can table the rest of the speech.
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(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana.
You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana)
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, I gave you ten minutes. Actually, you
took more than ten minutes; I have given you 11 minutes,
actually. I have to give time to the other Hon. Members
too. Let him speak.
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have
ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
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“No takers for Finance portfolio as time runs out to leave for IMF.”
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Sir, we are in a very bad, serious situation. So, let me
tell you this. Let us at least have a caretaker Government
with eminent persons from outside. Appoint them for at
least six months until the elections and then somehow go
on a sustainable path towards reconciliation of our debts.
We have to somehow restructure our debts.
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oG VLS BB EE Owmo
(orenTLLfl@ svFagLosir SlifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

We have to suggest a mechanism.

@G 6 S HBRO dwmo

(oressTLifl@ eyt andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Yes, we have to suggest a mechanism. That is what
we are saying. Of course, in keeping with what the Leader
of the Opposition said, we are going to present a Bill
within a week’s time to this House. We would like the
Government to discuss it with us and let us see what
could be done.

The President is unable to exercise his powers - he has
already lost his mandate; all his credibility is gone and his
acceptability is nil in the country. Everybody wants him
to go home. He must realize this. You cannot hang on to a
position when everybody outside is calling for your
resignation. Not only in this country, but all Sri Lankans
in every other country, in every capital city in the world
are carrying out massive demonstrations. This is not
going to cease unless we take a proper decision. Of
course, we are not forcing anybody’s hands; it is up to
them to make the decision.

For “One country, One Law”, you appointed a Task
Force. What is that for? That is in order to somehow try
and create this mythical image as if the minorities are not
abiding by the law and therefore, you must have this
concept. And, all people gulped this false bravado. Then,
you have appointed the Romesh de Silva Committee and
a Presidential Commission to go into the Report on
Political Victimization of the “Pissu Poosa” Commission.
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Now, we are moving towards a disorderly default.
We will be forced to default by May, June and then what
will happen? We will be in a much worse situation.
Therefore, for initial consent solicitation to suspend the
debt payment, we will have to appoint some legal firm.
Have you all taken steps to do that without a Finance
Minister, without any proper team to go for negotiations?
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(orenryflg Guwssallar Lrds sallareri ojauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(orenTLfl@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, give him two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Therefore, there is a very serious situation.

Now, our worker remittances have come down by
almost 60 per cent. That is, by about US Dollars 7 billion.
So, what are we going to do? There is a 30 per cent
inflation in the country. Today, the "DailyMirror” says
that our inflation is almost 29 per cent. So, this is the
situation. You went on printing money and created this
inflation. You went on paying back all the International
Sovereign Bonds when we said, “The final tranche, do
not pay”. That is what the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva told
you this morning.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallereri Hjsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

No, your 10 minutes is over.
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne.
You have eight minutes.
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(oressryifl@ @)rmest aflddriordevr)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Please, restore my 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Okay.
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Thank you.
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This week, in the US District Court of Columbia,
there were charges of wire fraud in the purchase of a new
Embassy building in Washington DC in 2013. The Stolen
Asset Recovery Initiative of the World Bank says that
these people in power all over the world steal between
US Dollars 1 trillion and US Dollars 1.6 trillion. We are a
signatory to the UN Convention Against Corruption,
where there is a Chapter on “Asset Recovery”. In 2018,
we appointed a Presidential Task Force on Recovery of
State Assets. We have a draft of that. Could you please
bring it to Parliament and get it approved? We are
making a request. Why am I saying that? What did Jaliya
Wickramasuriya, former Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the
United States - he was Ambassador from 2008 to 2014 -
do? He has admitted that he attempted to take more than
US Dollars 300,000 in the purchase of that new Embassy
building. Who is Jaliya Wickramasuriya? I would like to
have an answer, if there is anybody who knows.
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BB, @000 test O OB Y, @@ sHEOR
¥ 8w eFOR yE» W Bedmdig BwuE ARBID.

Esala Weerakoon was Deputy Ambassador when
Jaliya Wickramasuriya was Ambassador. The Secretary
to the Treasury at that time was Dr. P. B. Jayasundara.
The Secretary to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was Mr.
Karunatilaka Amunugama; Mr. Amunugama took a back
seat. So, the Accountant of the Embassy told Esala
Weerakoon that there was a problem. What was the
problem? He said, “Mr. Weerakoon, you are signing
documents. You know that there is a fraud. You had
better be careful”. Mr. Weerakoon, being a gentleman,
talked to Dr. P. B. Jayasundara. What did Dr. P. B.
Jayasundara do? He informed Mahinda Rajapaksa. What
did Mahinda Rajapaksa do? He transferred Jaliya out and
brought Prasad Kariyawasam to Washington, which was
a good move. Then, what did he do? He nominated Jaliya
Wickramasuriya as Ambassador to Canada! e®mmzie
e®ew ex¥6®? The Canadian Government did not give
the agrément.
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The IMF will not negotiate with us until they have
confidence in us and they see political stability in this
country. We are wasting time. The country’s problem is
going to get much worse. I am hoping against hope that
this problem will not lead to a food shortage after the
Sinhala and Tamil New Year.

Thank you again for providing me time.

®0 Bewdss 02 eswsBn®r

(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallereri jsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You
have seven minutes.

O3S 80573 @253 Dwmn

(omevsryLl@ efeusit Qg messTL_LoT6HT)

(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, [ would like to
state the obvious here, that people are on the streets. They
are on the streets because there is a fuel and electricity
shortage and a possible food crisis at hand.

Being a young Member of Parliament, I would like to
remind all the Parliamentarians why we are here right
now. We are here right now to debate the current
situation. We are not here to play a blame game; we are
not here to point a finger at and say whose fault it is or
who is responsible. I am very sure that people are well
aware of all those who are at fault and all those who are
accountable for this situation. And, right now, it is time
for us to look at solutions.

I would also like to say that there was something very
amusing actually. About two days ago, I witnessed the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition making a brilliant speech.
It was thought-provoking and very powerful, but,
unfortunately, by the actions of the Opposition Members
yesterday, it was overshadowed. You see people holding
placards outside the Parliament and all over the country
simply because they do not have a voice in Parliament
and if you look at it in that sense, it is ironic and

disappointing that the people who do have a voice in
Parliament are also holding placards. So, that is a very
senseless thing to do, in my opinion. It is also
disappointing because right now, we are talking about
masked men and an individual donning a helmet getting
into the Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayaka’s vehicle. But,
in my opinion, neither the masked men nor that man with
a helmet are going to pay the US Dollar 1 billion that is
due in July. I do not think we are speaking about the
things that need to be spoken about. I do not think we are
speaking about going to the IMF; I do not think we are
speaking about debt repayment; I do not think we are
speaking about debt restructuring; we are not talking
about how we can curb inflation and we are not talking
about how we could give a recovery plan to the
entrepreneurs and the small business owners who have
suffered a heavy loss due to COVID and this fuel and
electricity crisis. We are not focusing on any of them. So,
what are we doing as Parliamentarians? It is absolutely
dismal.

Apart from that, it is very saddening that Sri Lanka’s
reputation in the global stage has reduced. Recently, I
witnessed a prominent Indian journalist mentioning that
the fiscal policies of Sri Lanka are illogical, that taking a
loan to repay a loan is like putting a bandage on a bullet
wound. You know, that is not a permanent solution. We
are just delaying the inevitable, that inevitable being
people’s lives and the economy at stake. We have so
many things at stake and we are not focusing on the
things at hand. Even now, we are still playing a blame
game, we are still pointing fingers at others and it is
exactly why people are out on the streets. People are out
on the streets. Yes, we understand; we can read too; we
can see that they are holding up boards which say “Go
home, Gota!”. But, everybody should understand one
thing. You must understand the sentiments of the people.
When they say “Go home, Gota!”, they do not mean just
the President or the Rajapaksas, but they mean all the
Members of Parliament sitting here right now because all
of us have failed in our duty. We have failed to address
the public sentiments.

I am sorry that I have to say this. A sign of a good
democracy is a good Opposition and people can judge as
to where we are right now.

Actually, how we should go forward in this is quite
simple The only thing that we need to do is, both the
ruling party and the Opposition must find a common
ground and compromise. I am not trying to justify the
actions of the ruling party here, but the ruling party has
come forward and said, “Let us come to a common
ground”. But, if the Opposition is going to play with
people’s feelings and harp on “we cannot find a common
ground. This is a one-way solution”, that is not how it
should work. People are suffering and we need to step up.
If you want all the people to calm down and go home,
you just have to show them that there is a road to
recovery; we need to show them how we are going to find
solutions for the crises we are in.

People have, right now, accepted that they are going
to suffer before things get better. That is what people
have realized and people have accepted it.
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(oreryflg Guwsseallsr rds sallereri jauiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Thondaman, you have two more minutes.

®G 80573 @20530O5T Dwmo
(orerLyLfl@ efsustt @B TevsrL_Lomredr)
(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)
Thank you, Sir.

So, people have realized and accepted it. But now, it is
our duty to show them the road to recovery. We have a
meeting with the IMF on the 11™ of April, 2022 and I am
unaware as to who is going to go there. But, there has to
be a solution.

Also, 1 would like to say something in Tamil, to
address another important issue that had happened, if you
could give me an additional minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar.
You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please, Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
(Dr.) Suren Raghavan to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
lefi the Chair, and THE HON. (DR.) SUREN RAGHAVAN took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar)
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Next, the Hon. Abdul Haleem. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Abdul Haleem)

But, I was told that I have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

I repeat that the time allocations have been changed. If
the House agrees, we can go on. Otherwise, stick to your
time. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question put, and agreed to.

80880827290 30 enmcd @.ws. 3.550, 2022 goglc’ 080
B290a¢s g.ea. 10.00 02 ezt & Boddes.

ety LA, 1. 3.55 wenflseg umrrepwesirmw, 2022 eiiilyed
08, Glovsirer1 &) pswLo @p-Li. 710.00
RSB DUSHLIIL L.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 3.55 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Friday, 08th April, 2022.
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