
 

(ÛàÌöÚßŕ) 

ὅὕὊὕ Ὀ Ὃ ὑὖὑὕὂ Ἳ 
(ὔ Ἵὕ ) 

 
PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

(HANSARD) 

ἯὂὖἻὕὊ ἯὋὖ ὠἻ 
OFFICIAL REPORT 

 

(˭̢̱ˢț̒ ɖ̘̌̒ /ὅὖὠὐ ὂὖ ὂ ὅὀὕὂ /Uncorrected) 

283 ̡ ̖ ˿̩ǚ̞̎ - 3 ̡̖ ˿̠̩̘̞  
Ὕὂὕ ὂὖ 283  - ἱὌ. 3 

Volume 283  -  No. 3 

2021 ̜ ̪ʎ 18̡̖ ˭ ̥̄ʜ̡̩̩̔ 
2021 ὟὈ 18, ὝἽ ὑὕ ἻὖὐὠὈ 

Tuesday, 18th May, 2021 





 
 

˭Ȥ̒ʗ́̒ ɛ̩̖̕ ˿ʜǝ 

ὅὖὊὂὕὄ ἳ Ὅὀ Ἳ 

ȥ̱ʧ̖̔:  

     ̱˿ˡ̦̝ ̡̟̩̞ ̖̟̞́ ˮʗȀ˿ ̱˿ˡɻ̣Ȥ ̡̛̤̩ ̘̖Ǭ 
  ̱˿ƹɺ̘̒ : ̱ʷˠ̨̣̩̍ț˿̟̱̐ʍ Ǯ̟̞̐   
 ˿̩̖̩̞̓˿ǯ̜̩̱Ŗ ̤̥ǭ˿̞ 

ʨ́̐˿̩ț̘ǭ̡̟̞̩̱Ŗ ̡̩ʗ̡̩̒ 

̜̩ȧʾ̞ ̱̜̱̥ʐ̱ɺ ̱̔ˡ̱̦ˡ̨̡̤̖ ̤̪̜ʜ̜ ȥɻǬ̱̒Ȥ                                   

 ́ʜ ˭Ŝ̩̜̩̒ʓǯ̜̩̱Ŗ ʨ̢̱ˠ̣ ɛ˿̢̩̞ 

̟̱̇ʍ ɽ̔ʠ ɖ˖̗̚ ˿̩̟˿ ̛̤̩̱ʧ ̡̩ʗ̡̩̒ 

ɛ̢ ̨̡̖̠̌ ̡̩Ż˿ ɖ˖ǯʜ 

̱̘ˣȈ́ʡ˿̡ ̪̔ȧɺ ȍ̱̜Ȥ ˯ˇ ɛ̢̨̖̞: 

     ̱˿ˡʨǈ ̡̤˫̱́̒ʍ ̡ʗ̜̩̖̒ ̒ǬǬ̡̞ 

̱˿ˡʨǈ - 19 ̘̩̠̖̞ ̤̗̥̩ ʨ̞̔ɺ ˿̦ ɽ̔ʠ: 

     ɽ̔ʠ ̥̩ ɛ̩Ŗ̖̕ ̡̱̱̦̗ ̱̘ˡ̦ ̤̥ ̟̩̇ʓ ̡ʓ̡̤ ̩̞                                                  
  ɛǭ̤˫̨̤˿̟̐ ̟̩̇ʓ ˭̜̩̒ʓǯ̜̩̱Ŗ ɛ˿̢̩̞ 

̘ˆŗ̞ Ȍ̡̖̠ ̡̘̪̪ǭ ˭̞̥̘Ǭ ˿̩̠ṟ̞̌̐Ȥ ˮ̡̘̩̔̌ ̘Ǭ 
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ə.̛̩. 10.00̌ ̘̩ʗʡ̱ɺȤǯ̡ ʘ̨̤ ʨ̞.   

˿̩̖̩̞̓˿ǯ̜̩ [́ʜ ̜ˍȤ̔ ̞̩̘̩ ˭̱ɧ̡ʗ̖̕ ̜̥̩̒] 

ɾ̠̩̤̖̩ʝ̏ ʨ̞. 
ὅὕὊὕ Ὀ Ὃ  .ὅ. 10.00 Ὀὁὖ  Ὁ .  

ἽὅὕὃὕὉἻ  Ἧὑ Ἳ  [Ὀὕ Ὀὖ  Ὀὔὖ ὂ Ὁὕ ὅὕ ἯὟὅὑ ὂὄ] 

ὂὠὌὠὈ ὑἻὖ ὂὕ Ἳ . 

The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,  
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA 

ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair. 
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̱˿ˡ̦̝ ̡̟̩̞ ̖̟̞́ ˮʗȀ˿ ̱˿ˡɻ̣Ȥ ̡̛̤̩ 

̘̖Ǭ ̱˿ƹɺ̘̒: ̱ʷˠ̨̣̩̍ț˿̟̱̐ʍ Ǯ̟̞̐ 
ὝἻὕ  ὠὋ Ἳ ὃἻὊ  Ὕὅὕ ὍὕὂὕὊ 

ἰὠὁ  Ἵ ὀ Ὄ : ἳὉ  ὃὗὂὖὈ Ὃ  ὂὗ 

COLOMBO PORT CITY ECONOMIC COMMISSION BILL: 
DETERMINATION OF THE SUPREME COURT 

 

 

́ʜ ˿̩̖̩̞̓˿ǯ̜̩ 
(Ὀὕ Ὀὖ  ἽὅὕὃὕὉἻ  Ἧὑ Ἳ ) 

(The   Hon. Speaker) 

I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the 
Determination of the Supreme Court in respect of the Bill 
entitled ñColombo Port City Economic Commissionò, 
which was challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of 
Article 121(1) of the Constitution.  

The Determination of the Supreme Court as to the 
constitutionality of the Bill entitled ñColombo Port City 
Economic Commissionò is as follows: 

(i) The provisions of Clauses 3(6), 30(3) second 
proviso, 55(2) and 58(1) of the Bill are 
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution 
and could be validly passed only with the special 
majority provided for in Article 84(2) of the 
Constitution.  

 However, the said inconsistencies will cease if the 
Clauses are amended as mentioned in the 
Determination of the Supreme Court.  

(ii) The provisions of Clauses 3(5) proviso, 3(7), 6(1)
(b), 30(3) first proviso, 71(1) and 74 (interpretation 
ñRegulatory Authorityò) of the Bill are 
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution 
and could be validly passed only with the special 
majority provided for in Article 84(2) of the 
Constitution.  

However, the said inconstancies will cease 
if the Clauses are amended as mentioned in 
the Determination of the Supreme Court.  

(iii)  The provisions of Clauses 3(4), 6(1)(u) 68(1)(f) 
and 68(3)(a) are inconsistent with Article 76 read 
with Articles 3 and 4 of the Constitution and could 
be validly passed only with the special majority 
provided for in Article 84(2) of the Constitution 
and approved by the people at a Referendum by 
virtue of the provisions of Article 83.  

 However, the said inconsistencies will cease if the 
Clauses are amended as mentioned in the 
Determination of the Supreme Court.  

(iv)  The provisions of Clause 52(3) read with Clauses 
52(5) and 71(2)(p) of the Bill are inconsistent with 
Article 148 of the Constitution read with Articles 
3, 4 and 76 of the Constitution and could be 
validly passed only with the special majority 
provided for in Article 84(2) of the Constitution 
and approved by the people at a Referendum by 
virtue of the provisions of Article 83.  

 However, the said inconsistencies will cease if the 
Clauses are amended as mentioned in the 
Determination of the Supreme Court.  

(v) The provisions of Clauses 30(1), 33(1), 40(2) and 
71(2)(l) of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 14
(1)(h) of the Constitution and could be validly 
passed only with the special majority provided for 
in Article 84(2) of the Constitution. 

 However, the said inconsistencies will cease if the 
Clauses are amended as mentioned in the 
Determination of Supreme Court.  

(vi)  The provisions of Clause 53(2)(b) read with 
Clause 53(3)(b) of the Bill is inconsistent with 
Article 76 of the Constitution read with Articles 3 
and 4 of the Constitution and could be validly 
passed only with the special majority provided for 
in Article 84(2) of the Constitution and approved 
by the people at a Referendum by virtue of the 
provisions of Article 83. 

 However, the said inconsistencies will cease if the 
Clauses are amended as mentioned in the 
Determination of the Supreme Court. 

(vii)  The provisions of Clause 60(c) and Clause 60(f) 
of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 148 of the 
Constitution and could be validly passed only with 
the special majority provided for in Article 84(2) 
of the Constitution. 

 However, the said inconsistencies will cease if the 
Clauses are amended as mentioned in the 
Determination of the Supreme Court. 

(viii) The provisions of Clause 37 of the Bill are 
inconsistent with Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of 
the Constitution and could be validly passed only 
with the special majority provided for in Article 
84(2) of the Constitution. 

307 308 



̘̩ʗʡ̱ɺȤǯ̡ 

 However, the said inconsistency will cease if a 
new sub-clause is added to Clause 37 of the Bill 
restraining such authorized person making use of 
any exemptions or incentives granted under this 
Bill when conducting business outside the Area of 
Authority of the Colombo Port City to the 
detriment of similar businesses conducted outside 
such Area of Authority but within the territory of 
Sri Lanka. 

 

The Supreme Court has determined that the rest of the 
Clauses of the Bill are not inconsistent with the 
Constitution. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court 
be printed in the Official Report of todayôs Proceedings.  
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